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SENATE DEBATES
- SENATE OF PAKISTAN
Tuesday, December 4, 1973

The Senate of Pakistan met at Ten of the Clock in the morning,

Tuesday, December 4, 1973, in the Senate Chamber, Islamabad, M ir-
man (Mr. Habibullah Khan) in the Chair. | ad, Mr. Chair

- Rscitation from the Holy Quran
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36 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [4TH DEC., 1973

[Mr. Mohammad Hashim Ghilzai] .
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[Khawaja Mohammad Safdar]
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This is not a point of order.

Mr. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada : This is a very valid point of order. You
cannot discuss politics out of condolence message. This is a very valid
point of order. Can you bring politics into a condolence message.
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Mr. Chairman : Let him complete his point of order,
He is on his legs. '
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Mr. Chairman : You know the art of confining yourself only to the
condolence. '
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Mr. Chairman : Now we take up questions.

DirecT TELEPHONE EXCHANGE AT SIALKOT

2. *Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Will the Minister for Communica-
tions and Political Affairs be pleased to state :

(a) whether a scheme was approved for the installation of direct
Telephone Exchange is Sialkot during the year 1972 ;

(b) whether it is fact that necessary building for the Telephone
Exchange has been constructed since long and the requisite
cable has already reached Sialkot :

(¢) if so, the reasons as to why the requisite machinery has not so
far reached Sialkot 7
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Mr. Ghulam Mustafa Jatei: (a) Yes. It is an expansion of the
existing 2000 lines Automatic Exchange to 2400 lines.

(b) Yes. ‘

(c) All equipment and accessories, except switches, are available at
site. The switches are under manufacture in TIP and are .
expected to be on site very shortly. |
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ANNUAL PRODUCTION OF SuGarR CaNE

3. <Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: Will the Minister for Food and
Agriculture ond Rural Development be pleased to state : '

(a) the annual production of sugarcane in the provinces of the
Punjab, N.W.F.P. and Sind since 1965-66 ;

(b) the quantity of sugarcane crushed annually in the sugar mills
situated in the provinces of the Punjab, N.W.F.P, and Sind
separatcly since 19635-66 :

(¢c) the quantity of suga: imported during the years 1971-72 and
1972-73 respectively ; and

(d) the quantity of sugar at (c) above, allocated to ihe provinces of -
Baluchistan, N.W.F.P., the Punjab and Sind respectively during
the years 1971-72 and 1972-73 ? ‘

Sardar Ghaus Bakhsh Raisani : (a) to (dy The requisite information ig
given in the statement placed on the Table of the House. :

STATEMENT SHOWING THE ANNUAL PRODUCTION OF
SUGARCANE IN THE PROVINCES, QUANTITY OF
SUGARCANE CRUSHED ANNUALLY, SUGAR IMPORTED
DURING 1971-72 AND 1972-73 AND THE ALLOCATION OF
IMPORTED SUGAR AMONG THE PROVINCES,

(a) Production of Sugarcane. :
(Fig. in tons},

Year ‘ Punjab Sind N.W.F.P.,
1965-66 1,57,04,000 28,32,000 34,16,000
1966-67 1,54,45,000 29,49,000 32,42,000.
1967-68 1,36,10,000 23,62,000 . 29,63,000
1968-69 1,58,91,000 - 27,34,000 ©29,90,000
1969-70 1,94,42,000 38,77,000 32,09,000
1970-71 1,65,68,00 31,88,385 - 30,44,000
1971-72 1,35,57,000 27,40,790 33,48,000

197273 1,35,10,000 28,69,043 32,24.0.0



() Sugarcane Crushed by Sugar Mills.
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(Fig. in tons)

Year Puijab Sind N.W.E.P.
1965-66 14,16,410 8,95,804 13,10,033
1966-67 17,94,033 8,00,074 9,77,128
1967-68 11,55,447 0,02,295 7,39,086
1968-69 22,96,336 11,20,378 8,82,872
1969-70 37,28,253 19,36,703 13,36,942
1970-71 26,84,935 24,88,707 12,55,512
1971-72 15,86,835 11,37,174 10,00,296
1972-73 20,12,735 16,067,512 9,16,159

(¢) Sugar imported :
1971-72 1,26,510 metric tons
1972'73 33,935 LR ] LR

(d) Allocations of imported sugar.

(figures in metric tons)

Year Punjab Sind NWFEFEP Baluchistan
1971-72 43,446 35,302 2,976 11,372
1972-73 © 6,700 — — 10,400
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[Ch. Mohammad Hanif Khan]
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Mr. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada : 1 will reply to the question. My friend
knows very well that sometime’s people have to pe persuaded forcibly in
Punjab to bring cane. to the sugar mills,

Section 144 has been imposed time and again to force farmers to bring
sugarcane to sugar mills, This is the position even today that farmers
are not willing to take sugarcane to sugar mills. In this situation, unless
the people are first persuaded and convinced with regard to the feasibility
of crushing cane in the sugar mills, it will not serve any useful purpose to
set up any more sugar mill because my friend knows it very well. | know
the implication of the question he is asking. He knows that it is more
profitable to make gur out of sugarcane,
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Mr. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada : Point of order. He cannot challenge ;
he can only ask supplementary question.
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Mr, Tahir Mohammad Khan : Point of order.

I wanted to invite your
attention to Rule 55 and 56.

Mr. Chairman : You are challenging my ruling.

Mirza Viohammad Tahir : No sir.
Mr. Chairman : I have already decided the matter. I have asked

Khawaja Safdar that he is not under the rules empowered or authorised
and has no right to challenge the statement of the Minister.

Mr, Tahir Mohammad Khan : That is very much correct, sir.
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Mr. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada : Sir, for future information of the honoui-
able Members of the Senate, I, would be greatly obliged to the Chair if
provisions of Rule 55 and 56 are brought to their notice that they cannot
raise a discussion on any question except for a motion and only the
Chair fix a date within a week for this purpose. When make a statement
on the floor of the House, we make it authoritatively. We have full
responsibility of the consequence of making an incorrect statement.
Therefore, it is immodest to get up and say that I had made an incorrect
statement. We should also learn what is the parliamentary practice.

Several Members : Mr, Chairman, sir.

Mr. Chairman : There is another gentleman who is on his legs, pro-
bably he is asking some supplementary.
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[ am not a witness standing in a Court of Law. You can scek the
information and I will certainly give you the information.
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Mr. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada : We seek protection from the Chair.
- O by Kl information v Uy 3 gMe & valed
Mr. Chairman : What information you waut to ask ?

Ch. Mohammad Hanif Kkan: It is not a supplementary question. It
iy a statement.

Mr. Chairman : I would not allow to make a statement, I asked him
“what is your supplementary question 77
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Mr. Chairman : This is not supplementary.

Mr. Abdal Hafeez Pivzada : My friend presumes that the queta 18
half and then he goes on. May | draw your attention...

Wir. Chatrman : [ have already disallowed the supplementary.

Mir. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada : The Chair should have dirajlowed the

Mr. Chairman ¢ | have disallowed it. I asked him to clarify his
supplementary.

Mir. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada :  The maiter of great importance......

Mr. Chairman :  And you rose on a point of crder.

Mr. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada : You are the custodian and protector of
democratic traditions in the Senate. It is your responsibility to implement
the rules which have been made for the Senate. These rules are to observed

n letter and spirit.  We have seen that the honourable Members of the
Opposition’s position is unfortunately reduced to negative ; they have
particularly faild in every other respect.

Khawaja Mehammad Safdar :  Question.

Wir., Abdul Hafeezr Pirzada: You can keep on questioning. The

verdict of the people is before you. They have utterly failed to carry on

constructive politics. They are now trying to bring about a rift between
the people of two provinces,

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : We are not here to hear sermons. T am
on a point of order, Sir.

Mr. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada : You will hear sermons.

Mr. Chairman : There cannot be a point of order. Mr. Pirzada is
aiready on a point of order.

Mr. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada : Yes. They should learn parliamentary
decorum. I have risen on a point of order for safeguarding the dignity
and decorum of this House. They are trying to establish that one province
is getting favourable treatment in comparison 1o anotier.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Thave to cefend defend the interest
of Punjab and the rights of the Punjab, as I represent the Punjab.
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Mr. Chairman :  Next question please.

Non-availability of Post Cards, etc.

- 4. *Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Will the Minister for Communica-
tions and Political Affairs be pleased to state :

(@) Whe_t'her it is a fact that post cards and postal envelopes are not
available in Post Offices at Sialkot for the last three months ;

(D) if so, ths reasons therefore 7
Mr. Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi :
(a) No.

(h) Does not arise.
Mr. Chairman : Next question please.
Highway from Shakar Darra to Naurang.

5. *kilaji Shabib Shah : Will Minister for Political Affairs and
Communications be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is true that the Highway in the N.W.F.P. from Shakar

Darra to Naurang will directly pass through Karak Tehsil and
that it will not touch Bannu City ; and

(b) ifso, why an important bussiness-city of the Province is being
deprived of the Highway link ?

Myr. Ghulam Mustafa Jatei :

(a) The alignment of Indus Highway in N.W.F.P. has not yet been
finally determined. Therefore, it is pre-mature to say anything in
this regard.

(b) Question does not arise at this stage.

Mr. Kamran Khan : Will the honourable Minister please give an
assurance to the House that the highway link will not be left out even if it
entails a little extra expenditure ?

Ch. Mobammad Hanif Khan :
as I have said in my reply.
stage ?

The matter is still under consideration
How can I give an assurance at this

Mr. Chairman :  Next question please.
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Air-field in Swat.

6. *Mr. Kamran Khan : Will the Minister for Defence be pleased to
state as to when construction work is likely to start on the air-field in Swat
for which land was acquired in the middle of last decade ?

Mr. Aziz Abmed : A case for acquisition of 86 acres of land is being
processed by the Director Military Lands and Cantonments, Rawalpindi
and Military Estate Office, Peshawar. 1In 1971 an amount of Bs. 5 lac was
paid by the Department of Civil Aviation to the local revenue authorities
in Swat district. The site for the proposed airport has been demarcated by
the Military Estate Office, Peshawar. Further formalities for the acquisi-
tion of land are being expedited with the iccal authorities. Construction
of a short jet air filed at Saidu Sharif in Swat is expected to be taken up
during the financial year 1974—75, after PIAC have finalized their study on
operations in this region, )

Mr. Karman Khap : Will the honourable Minister be pleased to state
when PIAC is likely to complete its study ?

Mr. Aziz Ahmed : Any time. Ihope it will be able to proceed with
this project in 1974—75,

Mr. Chairman : Question Hour is over.

Privilege Motions

Mr. Chairman : Next item : Privilege Motion. Beforel take that up
I have to dispose off an application from Mr. Mohammad Sulaiman. He
has asked for leave of absence but he is present in the House now. Do
you withdraw your leave application Mr, Suleman ¢

Mr. Mohammad Saleman : Yes, I do.
Mr. Chairman :  So, it becomes redundant.

Mr. Chairman : Now, I come to the Previlege Motion,

I had reserved my ruling on that. So, before we start with the
adjurnment motion I would like to give my ruling.

On Ist December 1973, Khawaja Safdar moved a Privilege Motion
alleging that he alongwith Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan was arrested on
th September 1973 by the Supcrintendent of Police, Lahore, from the
office of the Pakistan Democratic Party and taken under custody to the
Civil Lines Police Station, Lahore. He was, however, released after about
2/3 ouss, while the other person was datained under the Defence of
Pakistan Rules. The mover made two points, namely :—

(1) That the action of the Supeiintendeat Police amounted to breach
of hs privilege and that of the Semate, inasmuch as he was detained n
contravention of the provision of Section 3 of the National Aszembly
*fi%gggnption from Preventive Detention and Personal Appearance Ordinance

2
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(2 That the fact of his arrest and subsequent release was not intimated
to the Chairman of the Senate as required by Ru;e” 64 & 65 of the Rules
of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Senate, 1973. The Minister

for Parliamentary Affairs opposing the motion conte nded that the action
of the police in taking Khawaja Safdar alongwith other person in the
police van and keeping them for 2/3 hours, did not amount to artest or
detention and as such, no breach of privilege has been commitied. The
argument which he advanced was t’ha'f since the Member had failed to
submit his Privilege Motion at the earliest opportunity, as required under
sub-rule 2 of Rule 59, the motion was inadmissible.

In reply to the first argument Kh. Mohammad Safdar contended that
the fact of his removal by the SP from tie of 1Ce of Paxistan Democralic
Party to the police station even though it was for two or three mmm. came
within the definition of arrest and éctbmmﬁ under the ordinary faw and as
such breach of privilegze had been comm ittm. With regard second
argument, his reply was that he learnt of .;;e omissicn on the pa,s t of the
police to report his arrest and release only when he had availed himseif of
the first oppertunity to move his ﬁriviée?e motion.

i

r—ieﬁy Khawaja Moham} ad Safdar’ Cmﬂp}a.i; t raises two points : (1)
i i t di the Senate session and
(2) failure of pﬂuve to reboﬂ the av*egt and release to the Cnahg an of
the Senate as 1equ1rea by the Rules. The action ofti police in removing
Khawaja Mokammad Safdar from the party office to the po? ce Qsaﬂon and
in detaining him for about 3 hours amounts to arrest oz‘ detention under
the ordinary law, cannot be seriously controverted. Restiriction placed
on the movement of a person against his consent soz howme rer short a
period, amounts to arrest and, Lmﬁf ore, I have no hesitation in holding
that Khawaja Mohammad Safdar was placed under asrrest or for that
matter, under detention on the 6th September 1973 when he was removed
in police van from the party cffice {0 the police station. Nex‘ the right
of a member to move a privilege mot 10“1 is governed by the conditions
laid down in rule 5% of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business
in the Senate. Sub-rule (2) requires in unegquivocal ferms that the question
shall be raiesd at the earliest oppo t‘:mta This condi: 10 is mandatory
and must be complied with. The Senale sezcion lasted from 4th to 15th
September 1973 but the mover of the motion deliberately did not care to
aitend the session and lodged his complaint to the House by moving a
privi‘egP motion. Remedy for the redreis of the wio ong was open fo
Khawaja Mohammad Safdar but he knowingly did not avail of it. Since
the condition in sub-rule (2) of Rule 59 is indispensabie and the mover
failed to comply with i, [ have no aliernative but to rule the motion
inadmissible on this ground. '
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As regards the second point, nameiy, the omission on the part of the
SP to report the arrest and release of E/" waia Mohammad Safdar, there
can be no manner of doubt that the arreiting authority has czeagly
contravened the mamat)iy provis ions f rule 64 and 65 which anoin
upon him to immediately iatimate the arrest and release of the Member
to the Chairman of the Senate, it s not disputed that in tais rarticular

J
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case, the Police did not intimate either the arrest oy the re’ease of Khawaja
Moﬂammaa Safdar to the Chairman of the Senatc as regquired by the rules.
As such the conduct of the arresting a slt;sdf'i“j namely tie SP amounts to
gross contravention of the mandatory provisions of the Rules of Procedure
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and therefore actionable. Since this omission on the part of the police
official concerned constitutes a breach of the collective privilege of the
House, I hold the motion to be in order on this ground only. Now having
given my......

Mr Tahir Mohammad Khan @ After you have given your ruling holding
that the motion was in order, Sir, I refer yo tou Rule 62, “If the Chairman
holds the motion to be in order the Senate may consider and decide the
auestion of privilege or may on a motion either by the member who raised
the question or by any other Member refer it for report to the Committee
on Rules of Procedure and Privileges.” I mover that this motion may
kindly be referred to the Commitiee on Rules of Procedure and Privileges.

Mr. Chairman : This was exactly what I was suggesting that 1 having
given this ruling, now it was for the House 10 decide under Rule 62
whether this question should be considered and decided by the House
today, tomorrow or at any otiaer time of the move of the inotion or any
other Member wants this case to be referred to the appropriate committee,
namely the Privilege Committee. So it is open to the Honourabie IMembers,
the Mover as well as others and they can make a motion which can be
appropriately considered.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Mr. Tahir Mohammad Khan has made a

motion and 1 do not oppose it. 1 would request the Chairman to kindly
refer this motion to the Standing Committee on Procedure and Privileges.

Mr. Chairmsn : A motion has been made by Honourable Tahir
Mohammad Khan and it has been supported by the mover of the motion,
Khawaja Mcohammad Safdar that the matter be referred to the Privilege
Commitiee for consideration and report to this House. Now I would like
to have the sense of the House. Do you agree to this motion ?

Heogourable Members :  No objection to it.
Mr. Chairman : So the motion is carried. The motion having been

carried and approved by the House, the matter is referred to the Privilege
Committee for consideration and report to this House and wien ?
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Mr. Chairman @ It is upto you. What is your opinion Mr. Tahir ?
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Mr, Chairmen I would like to have your view on the matter whether
after having referred this matter to the Privilege Committee, it is necessary
to fix any date ?

Ehawaja Mobammad Safdar : Under the rules, it is not at all
necessary.

Mr. Chairman : We have to refer to rule 65 where the Senate has not

fied any time. We can leave it at that without fixing any date,

Well then in that case, the report will be presented within thirty
days.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : (Urdu)
- S Al s oS O w O ese 1o e bl e i A ve s

Me. Chairman :  All right. So the matter stands referred to the

Privilege Committee and the report will be submitted to the House in due
course.

Mr. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada : Sir, I seck clarification by the Chair.
You have very kindly ruled that the matter sheuld stand referred to the
Privileges Committee but what is the scope of the reference, in view of the

ruling that you have given. The scope of the reference must be absolutely
clear so as to guide the Committee,

Mr. Chairman : [ think, I am not quite sure, I think probably when
I was giving my ruling you were not hearing it.

Iir. Abdul Hafeez Pivzada: No. I have heard the ruling because
there are certain conclusions that have been drawn by the Chair. There-
fore, directions must be given to the Committee with regard to the sco pe
of its working. If the matter is conciuded, then the Committee cannot do
any thing.

Mr. Chairman : The scope is this that so far as the arrest and deten-
tion of Khawaja Mohammad Safdar is concerned, as you know, because
he has come very late, on that ground it has been held inadmissible. Only
it has neen held admissible because of the failure of the police to report
the arrest to the Chairman of the Senate.

Mr. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada : That means that the Chair has held that
the arrest has taken place,

Mr. Chairman : I have held that his removal from the office to the

police station comes within the definition of arrest. Now you have
heard it.

Mr. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada : I have heard it but I must seck clari-
fication.

 Wir. Chairman :  What action could be taken in this matter when the
police has contravened certain ruies of procedure in not reporting the
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matter even upto this date to this House ? It is for the Committee to
submit their recommendation. It is upto them. I cannotlay down any
thing.

Mr. Abdul ‘Hafeez Pirzada: The ultimate decision will be by the

House. Even the report of the Committee is not binding on the House,
The House can undo any thing.

Mr- Chairman : Oh, Yes.

On a point of explanation I want to explain this
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(Further consideration of the motion as proposed by the Member.)
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On this ground it is admissible only.

Only admissible on these grounds.

Mr. Chairman @ Yes, Khawaja Mohammad Safdar. You want to move
your other privilege motion ?

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Yes, Sir, with your permission,

Mr. Chairman : You have my permission.

Kbhawaja Mohammad Safdar : Thank you very much, Sir,

~ Mr, Chairman, 1 beg to raise a question involving the breach of
privilege of a member of the Senmate. The facts which resulted in the
aforesaid breach of privilege are as follows :
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Khawaja Mohammad Safdar, a member of the Senate of Pakistan was
arrested under rule 49 of the DPR in August 1973 in Lahore. He was
remanded to judicial lock up and was lodged in the District Jail in a cell
meant for condemned prisoners. Just before his arrival in the said jail, the
ceiling fan was removed from that cell although all the criminals except
this Political leaders and workers who had courted arrest during the pro-
test movement of the United Democratic Front were enjoying the amenity of
ceiling fan in the jail, As long as Senator Khawaja Mohammad Safdar
remained in jail, he was treated as °C’ class, rather less than ‘C’ class
prisoner. The treatment meted out to him during his stay in the said jail
by the Government of Punjab is a clear breach of privilege of a mewber of
the Senate who enjoys a special status by virtue of his inclusion in Article
16 of the Warrant of Precedence of Pakistan.

Mr. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada : The motion is objected under rule 59 (2)
and without going into the merits and without accepting the contention

---------

Mr. Chairman : You dispute even the correctness of the allegation ?

Mir. Abdal Hafeez Pivzada . Most certainly, I dispute and Isay that
we are not competent to go into the merits at this stage. The alleged
incident has taken place in August afier which a number of siitings of the
Senate have taken place. The motion has been tabled in the month of
December, therefore, it iz clearly hit by rule 59 (2) which says that the
question shall relate to a specific matter and shall be raised at the carliest
opportunity and the Chair has already given a ruling in this respect on the
first privilege motion, holding that it is inadmissible because of the
delay.
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I bow before your honour’s ruling and I admit its correctness, As

far the facts are concerned, I still hold that T have told this House what is
true—absolutely true.

NMr. Chairman : Inview of my ruling given just now a couple of
moments ago, I have no alternative but to hold it inadmissible becanse of
the delay. The incident is alleged to have taken place in August and the
motion has been brought jn December, after about four or five months
although during these two dates, we had a Senate Session in September from
4th to 15th.




PRIVILEGE MOTIONS 53

If the honourable Member did not care himself to come to the House
and lodge his complaint, then I have no alternative but to rule it inadmis-

sible. Yes, next,
Adjournment Motions

Now, we take up adjournment motions, Which one ?

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : There are four, I understand, Which
one should I take up first ?

 Mr. Chairman : [ think you should take No, 2, with regard to the
killing of the Press Conference,

Khawaja Moeammad safdar . AII right Sir, Mo, 2. Mr., Chairman,
Sir, with your permission, I beg leave of the House (o move a motion for
the &\,JOUTHI"Y-‘H* of the business of the Senatec to discuss a matter of urgent
public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the “killing™ of the
Press Confereﬂf‘u of Mr. Bugti, the Govcrnor c¢f Baluchistan. Which he
addressed on Friday the Sth Novexﬂ‘"}f‘r 1973. This statement of Mr. Bugti
disclosing the stark reality that the national P;eﬁ" is completely gagged,
has sent a wave of resentment through the country.

Mautana Kausar Niazi : Opposed.
Mr. Chairman : Yes, Maulana Sahib, o b
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Mr. Bugti was not put under any pressure for the withdrawal of his
resignation, so far as he was concerned, he said, “it was final.” He said,
(and this is important) that he had addressed a Press Conference at
Rawalpind: on Friday which was “‘killed”,

Sardar Mohammad Aslam :  Sir, the motion has aiready been opposed
because it has been discussed in the National Assembly. The honourable
Member is going into details of the motion which has already been opposed
under rule 71, sub-rule (d). It shall not revive discussion on a matter
which has been discussed in the same session or in the Assembly within the
last six months.
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Mr. Chairman : Wiill you allow me to complete my sentence ? The
first objection is that since this matter had been debated on an adjournment
motion in the National Assembly, therefore, this adjournment motion cannot
be discucssed here again within six months. So, he has categorically made
that statement. Do you challenge his statement that this matter was not
discussed in the National Assembly. If you say that it was not debated
in the National Assembly then I will have to refer you to the record
whether it is debated or not.

~ g3 lﬁf-}'_‘_‘ Osgst 2l el v s Mo JE "A-?“}:;
Sardar Mebhammad Aslam :  Peiit of Order. Sir, the first objection is
a legal objection and the honourable Member should first meet legal
objection. Legal objection is that the matter hias already been discussed in
the National Assembly. That is the statement of fact.
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(Then in English)

Sir, in view of the statement made by the honourable Minister for
Information on the fact that since this very matter had been discussed in
the National Assembly within the last six months, I hold it inadmissible
wunder rule 7 (d). Khawaja Safdar you move the Resolution.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: Adjournment motion Sir. This is regard-
ing non-availability of diese! and ksrosene otl.
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- Mr. Chairman : The order of the Government incrcasing
of petroleum products—No. 3.

Khawaja Mehammad Safdar: Sir, I beg leave of this honourable
House to move a motion for the adjournment of the business of the Senate
to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance and of recent
occurrence, namely, the orders of the Government increasing the sale
prices of petrol, diese!, kerosene oil, especially diesel and kerosene oil,
and these orders have caused widespread resentment amongst the nation.

Ch. Mohammad Hanif Khan : Sir. I do not have any objection to this
motion being discussed in the House, but this is one of the points which I
would like to bring to your kind notice and that is that on this very issue,
a writ petition has been filed by Mr, Jilani who is the General-Secretary of
Tehrik-e-Istaglal and the subject-matter of the writ petition is that the
Government could not possibly increase the prices of diesel oil etc, because
it is in the nature of the imposition of a tax. Therefore, the orders are ulfra
yires without any jurisdiction. That is the position, This writ petition
has been filed as far as my information goes, but I am not sure about 1it.
Today probably is date that it is going to be heard for admission. So, that
is the point. If the House comes to the conciusion that it cannot be
regardless of the case pending before the court, and is sub-judice, then as
far as the Goverament is concerned it is quite prepared to discuss this
motion absolutely.

 Mir. Tahir Mohammad Khan : Sir, there is another sub-clause in rule
71. Sir, sub-clause (f) reads :—

«It shall not relate to a matter ...”
Mr. Chairman : You are reading (/) ?
Vir. Tahir Mohammad Khan @ Yes Sir (/).
Mr. Chairman : There is no such word ‘not” in clause (f.
Mr. Tabir Mohammad Khan : It says:
«it shall relate to a matter, which is primarily the concera of

the Government or to a matter in which the Government f1as
substantial financial interest; ”



PRIVILEGE MOTIONS 57

Mr. Chairman : You are arguing against yourself Mr. Tahir. Read it
like this : '

“A motion shall not be admissible unless it satisfies the follow-
in conditions, namely :—

it shall relatate to a matter which is primarily the concern of the
Government...”

S0 you are arguing against yourelf, How can you say that it is not
admissible. You are reading ‘not’. It is: it shall relate to a matter. That
is the true position. (f) would not apyly. Your argument will be mis-
placed.

Ch. Mohammad Hanif Kban : It should not enail any difficsity be-
cause as far as the Government is concerned, we are prepared to consider
it. The only point to be determined by this august House is as to whether
or not—this has become a sub-judice case, a writ petition is pending in the
court—a date is going to be fixed for its admission tcday, I am not sure
about it.

My, Chairman : That is not very material whether it is fixed for
today, tomorrow or dayafter. 1f it is pending, then it is sub-judice.
Either vou cannot discuss it... :

Mr. Chairman: Khawaja Sahib I would like to hear you cn their
point.
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Ivir. Chairman : He has made a statement that a writ petition has
been filed, He has said that he is not quite sure whether it was fixed for
to-day or in the near future. That is not very material, in view of the fact
that the case is pending 1in the Hizgh Court for decision. So, I hold it
inadmissible, having been hit by sub-rule (1) of rule 71. Next, adjourn-
ment motion No. 4.

Mir. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada : I think, we have consumed the time for
adjournment motions. It is only haif an howt in a day under rule 74. So,
I would submit that the rest of the adjournment mations can come up
tomorrow.

Mr. Chairman :  Thank you for reminding me, I did not look up the
clock. Butl am told by the Deputy Secretary that the adjournment
omtions were taken up at 11-20, so we can dispose of one other also.
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Mr, Abdul Hafeez Pirzada : If this is the understanding, then, Iam
sorry, I withdraw, but 1 am certain that it was not at 11-20; it was much
carlier. If there are ten minutes, then we have no objection.

Mr. Chairman : Only 74 minutes.

Mr. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada : All right.

Mr, Chairman : This is something inter-connected with the earlier
one, the last one.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: It is not inter-connected; it is non-
availability......

Mr, Chairman ; Of diese!l ¢il and kerosene oil,

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar @ It is about the rise in the prices and
non-availability. 1 read it out to you and it will be quite clear.

®ir. Chairman : Yes,

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar :  Sir, with your permission, I beg leave of
the House to move a motion for the adjournment of the business of the
Senate to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance and of
recent occurrence, namely, the non-availability of diesel and kerosene oil in
the Punjab during the whole month of November, 1973. This has resulted
in great hardship to the farmers in tilling their lands, as well as providing
iight in their houses. ©

Mr. Chairman :  Yes, Mr. Hanif,

Mr. Abdul Hafeez Prizada : Sir, we would have no objection to the
discussion of this motion because we can bring facts and fignres which
would satisfy the honourable Members. But my notes from the law
Ministry show that it will revive discussion on a maiter of the' nature

which has allready been discussed in the National Assembly in the current
session, which has been......

Mr. Chairman : On an identical adjournment motion.

vir. Abdal Hafeez Pirzada : Yes, Sir. 1 have got an authoritative
statement sent by the Joint Secretary, Ministry of Law, to the effect that it
is hit by rule 71 (d) because it may revive discussion on a matter of the
nature which has already been discussed in the National Assembly in the
current session. So, I think, we should verify these facts.

. Khawaja Jlfflohammaﬁ. Safdar : I quite agree with the honourable
Minister that the Secretariat may verify these facts and it will be taken up
later. 1 quite agree with the honourable Minister... ’

Mr. Abdal Hafeez Pirzada : 1 think, we should verify, but I kuow that
the motion has definitely been tabled in the Mational Assembly. That |
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know, but whether it has been discussed or not, I do not know because 1
have been absent for one or two days. So I cannot say

aaaaaa

Mr. Chairman : Let it be deferred to some other day. Let it be the
first item on the agenda tomorrow, Yes, any other adjournment motion.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : This is adjornment No. 5. May [ with
your permission, Sif.........

Mr, Chairman : This is with regard to the alleged abnormal rise in
the prices of certain commodities, as a result of which it has become
well-nigh impossible for the common man to keep body and soul together.

It is by Mr, Kamran Khan, Yes, Mr Kamran.

Mr. Kamran Khan :  Mr. Chairman, notice is hereby given that the
business of the Senate be adjourned to discuss a matter of urgent pubiic
importance, namely, the recent abnormal rise in the prices of essential
commodities as a result of which it has become well-nigh impossible for the
common man to keep body and soul together.

Mr. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada : This is opposed. This is not a matter
which can be raised by an adjournment motion. It is not a single specific
issue that it can be raised. There are various methods of raising this
question, it cannot be debated or discussed in a short span of two hours,
which is permissible in the case of adjournnment motions and it is also
my impression that this matter has been discussed in the National Assembly
during the last six months, it has been exhaustively discussed and I would
advise, through you, to the honourable Member that he can go through the
rules and he can find other ways of raising this matter because it concerns
the entire economic policy. 1t is also possible that the remedy lies with the
legislation. 1f the matter relates to administrative machinery of the pro-
vinces, then also it cannot be discussed as an adjournment motion because
that has been recently discused in the Natonal Assembly and above all, it
is not a single specific issue of recent and urgent public importance. This
has been the trend in the country for more than a year or for more than
two years. This is an issue involving highly complex problems and this is
not a matter which should be encouraged to be discussed in the adjourn-
ment motion.
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Ch. Mohammad Hanif : Sir, I would like to make a submission,
Actually, the honourable Minister has made a statement that this point
has been discussed in the National Assembly within the last six manths and
I am sure that has been done. I think we should verify this fact first and
if there has been no discussion at all in the National Assembly, then
certainly we do not have any objection to its being discussed here.
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Mr. Chairman : So the whole thing boils down to this, that if the same
matter has been discussed in the National Assembly during the last six
months, then of course it is hit by sub-rule (d) of rule 71, but if it has not
been discussed there, then they are prepared to agree to some date when
you will have full-dress debate on it.

Mr. Kamran Khan :  May [ ask the honourable Minister whether there
has been no rise in the prices of essential commodities since the matter
was discussed last in the National Assembly and if there has been a rise
in the prices, why not discuss it here ?

Mr. Chairman : You are aware that rise in prices is a continuous
process. It does not take place in one day. You see, it is a continuous
process since years and years. You know it more than anybody else. You
cannot define when a particular rise in prices has taken place. We used
to sell something at Rs. 10 ten years ago, it goes to Rs. 15, Rs 20, probabiy
today it is selling at Rs. 30 or 35. How can you fix or determine the date
when this rise took place ? So therefore, it is a continuous process ?
Similarly in regard to other essential commodities and articles, everything
is rising day by day like crops and other things. So you cannot fix a date.
This is not a matter of a particular date. It is not a definite matter, it isa
continuous process, going on since years, not only since the present regime
came into power. No, no. The things are rising since ten years, fifteen
years, day dy day. We do not know what will happen in future. So that
is why I say that it is not a matter of recent occurrence or a definite issue,
it does not involve any definiie issue, but they are prepared, if that has not
been debated there inthe National Assembly, well, they have no objection
to that. If it has been debated there, it will be unnecessary to repeat the
same thing here. But if it is not debated there or has not been debated, then
they are prepared to agree to any date for a full-dress debate on this issue,
You will present your case in the public, they will present their case. So
therefore, there is no need...

Mr. Kamran Khan :  Yes sir, | dagree to this suggestion that we shonld
have a full-dress debate on the cconomic situation in the country and the
honourgble Minister may kindly fix a date for that. '

‘Mr. Chairman : If it has not been either discussed or is not going to
be discussed in the National Assembly, yes.

Mr. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada : Sir, if it has not been discussed in the
National Assembly, I would request the honourable member through the
Chair, to do a little bit of home-work also, because let us not willingly
violate the rules of Procedure of the Senate. You have very kindly
referred to two sub-rules of rule 71 that this is not a specific issue and it is
not of recent occurrence. 1 may inform him that internationally, the prices
of wheat in the last two years have shot up from Rs 40 a maund to Rs 110
a maund. Now, is it a specific issue ? Can you pinpoint the date on which
this thing occurred 7 The prices of cotton internationally have shot up to
about Rs 320 a maund in the last two years. Similarly that of rice which
is one of our commoditics. So, kindly do a little bit of home-work, if
you go through the Rules of Senate. If you need our help, we will help
you, we will tell you, but I have poeinted it out to you that you cannot
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raise this matter through an adjourament motion. Adjournment motion is
intended to satisfy some other matters, not the question of genecral
economic situation of the rising trend in prices. Therefore, look at the
rules. You will find some other provisions, in resolutions, in discussions,
in debates, answers given to questions and as a result of those answers,
you can move a resolution, you can table a motion under which this can be
discussed. The moment you do it and provided that the matter has not
been discussed in the National Assembly in the last six months, we wili
agree to any suitable date.

Mr, Kamran Khan ;  Sir, I bear with the suggestion that we should
have a full-dress debate on this issue.

Mr. Niamatallah Khan :  Sir. it will be better that we rely on rule
71 (d).

Mr. Chairman : Rule 71 (d)?

Mz, Niamatullah Khan :  Yes, if it has already been discussed in the
National Assembly, we should not discuss it now.

Mr. Chairman : Well, if there is a definite statement on the other side
that it has been discussed there, only then can we do so. If there is a
definite and clear statement, then we cannot discuss, the matter ends there.

Mr. Niamatullah Khan :  But can anybody deny that ?
Mr. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada: No.

Ch. Mohammad Hanif Khan : Sir, my humble submission is that, the
discussion is quite unnecessary.

Mr. Chaifman': Mr. Niamatullah Khan is on a point of order. Let
him finish first.

Mr, Niamatullah Khar :  Sir, I just wanted to say that there are so
many questions and there resolutions and there is one question and they
are making detailed questions out of this one. The brief thing s that you
say that this matter has already been discussed in the National Assembly,
or if some member of this august House pushed Forward and said that such
discussiondid not difinitely take place in the National Assembly then
definitely they can bring this motion.

Mr. Chairman : But can you make a categorical statement that this
very matter has been discussed by the National Assembly ?

Mr. Niamatuilah Khan : But can anybody say that this matter has not
been discussed ?

Mr. Chairman : No, no. It is not for others to say ‘not discussed’.
You cannot presume that everythieg nas been discussed in National
- . . 3 = 5
Assembiy and, therefore, it is for them to say that it has not been,
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Mr. Niamatlullah Khan : So let this thing be postponedtill enquiry
is made about this fact.

Mr. Chairman : No. Under what rules? You refer me to any rule
on the subject. How I postpone it for making enquiries on the subject ?
You can help us. :

Mr. Niamatullah Khan : The honourable Minister has spoken enough
on this subject and perhaps...

Mr. Chairman: No, there are so many other objections raised by the
honourable Minister. You see, they say that it is not a matter of recent
occurrence ; it is not a definite matter. it is not a matter which raises gz
specific issue. They oppose it on that account.

Mr. Niamatullah Khan : So this is not a thing of one day, rise in
prices is of a continuous nature and these have been rising since last two
years and Government on its part, is doing its best to relieve this burden
and on occount of ficods and other reasons also, the trend of rise in prices
has been increasing, Anyhow, Government benches are prepared to help
the common man in this matter,

Mr. Chairman : So I will give my decision next time. If it has not
been discussed and they are prepared to have a fu}l-dress debate, provided
it has not already been discussed ; otherwise I will have to give my own

decision.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Mr. Chairman, with your very kind
permission...

Mr, Chairman : You have had so many permissions already.

Khwaja Mohammad Safdar : Thank you very much, sir,.
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~ Mr. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada : When we have accepted, why are we
being given sermons every time. You have the power to amend and change
the rules. Why don’t you change the rules, You have already raised the
matter, ' ’
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Have some respect for the Senate. Senate is powerful and has got

constitutional power. Nobody can deprive it of this power. Don’t make

irresponsible insinuations now and then. You can change the rules at any

time. Let us not try to make political capital out of everything. You

have discussed it for half an hour. It is nearly forty minutes that we
discussed and still we have insinuations every moment.
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ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO PAKISTAN NATIONAL COUNCIL ARTS

Mr. Chairman: Now we take up election of two members to the
Pakistan National Council of Arts, Mr. Abdul Hafeez Pirzado !

Mr. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada: Sir, the majority party has setsome conven-
tion readition and prececence in the National Assembly inasmuch as not-
withstanding the strength that is cnjoyed by us in the National Assembly
or in the Senate, we have taken a representative of the Opposition in
Statutory Bodies. Although there are two seats which are to be filled by
the Senate on the Pakistan National Council of Arts, the majority, in
accordance with the traditions that it wants to set, offers one of these two
seats to the Oppsition, and since from our side propase representation to
Punjab, we have thought that Mr. Zahoor-ul-Haq barrister-At-Law, who
has got lot of background in cultural matters, would be an ideal choice, and
from our side Mr. Ahmed Waheed Akhtar, honourable Senator and we
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would request the Opposition to agree to the nomination of Zahoor-ul Hag
the Senator from Peshawar.
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, Mr Abdu! Hafeez Pirzada: Now I formally move the motion. Sir, |
beg to move :

“that this House under clause (i) of sub-section (m) of Section 4 of
the Pakistan National Council of the Arts Act, 1973 (LIX of
1973), do proceed to elect two of its members to be members,
namely, Mr. Ahmed Waheed Akhtar and Mz, Zahoor-ul Haq
to be Members of the Board of Governors of the Pakistan

National Council of Brts.”

Mr. Chairman : Any objection from the Opposition ?
Opposition :  No sir.
Mr, Chairman : The question is :

“that this House under clause (i) of sub-section (m) of Section 4 of
the Pakistan National Council of the Arts Act, 1973 (LIX of
1973), do proceed to elect two of its members to be members,
namely, Mr. Ahmed Waheed Akhtar and Mr. Zahoorul Haq, to
be Members of the Board ef Government of the Pakistan Natio-

nal Council of arts.”

The whole House agrees to these two nominations. The motion was
adopted.

DISPLACED PERSONS (COMPENSATION AND REHABILITATION)
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 1973.

Mr. Chairman : How we take up legislative business.

Ch. Mohammad Hanif Khan : Sir, there is a motion. Last time, when
this bill was taken up an objection was raised by the honourable Members
from Opposition that they should get two days’ clear notice and you were
kind enough to have granted that period. Now there is another motion
which Khwaja Safdar has moved and which actually requires that this Bill
be referred to the Standing Committee. So I don’t have any objection to
its being sent to the Standing Committee.
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(AMENDMENT) BILL, 1973

You had moved it. And that amendment is, sir, with your permission
as follows :—

“the Bill further to amend the Displaced Persons (Compensation
and Rehabilitation) Act, 1956 (The Displaced Persons (Com-
pensation and Rehabilitation) (Amendment) Bill, 1973, be
referred to the Standing Committee concerned.

Ch. Mohammad Hanif : 1 don’t have any objection of this Bill being
referred to the Standing Committee.

Mr. Chairman : The motion is :

“‘the Bill further to amend the Displaced Persons (Compensation
and Rehabilitation) Act, 1956 (The Displaced Persons (Com-
pensation and Rehabilitation) (Amendment) Bill, 1973, be
referrod to the Standing Committee concerned.

The motion was adopted.

The other amendment is then redundant. There is no other work left,
The House stands adjourned to meet again tomorrow at 10 A.M.

The Senate adjourned to meet again at Ten of the clcok, in the
morning, on Wednesday, December 5, 1973.



