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SENATE DEBATES
SENATE OF PAKISTAN

Saturday, December 14, 1974

e

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Chamber (State Bank Building),
Is}amabad, at nine of the clock in the morning, Mr. Deputy Chairman (Mr.
Tahir Mohammad Khan) in the Chair.

—————ea

(Recitation from the Holy Qura’n)

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Question No. 76 from Khawaja Sahib.

ALLOWANCES ATTACHED TO MILITARY DECORATIONS

76, *Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: Will the Minister for Defence be
pieased to state the allowances attached to the following military decorations:
(1) Military Medal
(2) Indian Distinguishing Service Medal
(3} Miilitary Cross
(4) Victoria Cross
(5) Tamgha-i-Khidmat Calss il
(¢) Tamgha-i-Khidmat Class [
{7y Tamgha-i-Jurrat
{8) Sitara-i-Jurrat
(9) Hilai-i-Jurrat
{(i0) Nishan-i-Haider?
Mr. Aziz Ahmed (Read by Malik Mohammad Akhtar): A statement
showing the allowances attached to the Military Decorations is placed at the

table of the House.
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-
STATEMENT SHOWING THE SCALES OF EXISTING ALLOWANCES
ATTACHED TO MILITARY AWARDS
Allowances p.m. -
S. No. Award Remarks :
JCOs NCOs/ |
ORs '
{ 2 3 4 5
Pre-Independence Military Awards -
Rs. Rs.
1. Military Medal — 5 Award admissible
_ . to NCOs/ORs only.
Each Bar to Military Medal —_— 2
2. Indian Distinguished Service Medal
(IDS M)
a. For acts performed before 15 ;
Feb., 1944, N
. 4
(1) IDSM if awarded on or |
after 3 Sep., 1939 5 5
(2) IDSM and Bar, if both
awarded on or after 3 Sep.,
1939 7 7 t
(3) IDSM and Bar, if medal
was awarded before 3 Sep., {
1939 and Bar after 3 Sep., i
1939 - .5 5 ;
b. For acts performed on or after ‘
15 Feb., 1944 N
(1) IDSM — 8  Award restricted to
NCOs/ORs only.
(2) Each Bar to IDSM — 4
!
3. Military Cross 40 —  Award admissible to
JCOs only.
Additional Allowance for each Bar
to Military Cross w.ef. 15 Feb,,
1944 - S —
4. Victoria Cross 70 35
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1 2 3 4 5

Pakistan Military Awards
Rs. Rs

5. Tamgha-i-Khidmat (Mily) Class II 25 — ) Award admissible to
o Y JCOs only.

6. Tamgha-i-Khidmat (Mily) Class I 40 —

7. Tamgha-i-Jurrat .. .. 20 15

8. Sitara-i-Jurrat .. .. 30 20

9. Hilal-i-Jurrat - L. — —  Award admissible to
Officers only. No
allowance is attach-
ed.

10. Nishan-i-Haider : : .. 100 50
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar: This is an independent question and not a
supplementary question.

Mr. Deputy Chairman: This is not a supplementary question, but he
wants to know whether the Government is considering to review these thinge
or not?

Malik Mohammad AXhtar: I can convey feeling of the honourable
Member to the concerned quarter, Sir.

Khawaj2 Mohammad Safdar: Should we now take up Question 77, Sir?
Mr, Deputy Chairman: Yes.
EAST PAKISTAN RIFLES

77. *Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: Will the Minister for Defence be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the East Pakistan personnel has been paid the arrears of
pay and other allowances for the duration of the period these persons were pri-
soner of war in India? '
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[Khawaja Mohammad Safdar]

_ (b) whetheritisafact that a distinction is being made between those domi-
ciled in the then East Pakistan and West Pakistan, for the payment of arrears
mentioned in (a) above; if so, the reasons therefor; and

(c) whether the Pakistan Army Act, 1952, was made applicable to the
East Pakistan Riflesin 19717

_ Mr. Aziz Ahmed (Read by Malik Mohammad Akhtar): (a) Yes, except
in the case of those members of the former East Pakistan Rifies who were domi-
ciled in the former East Pakistan and whose families also were not residing in
the former West Pakistan before the repatriation of those persons to Pakistan.

(b) Owing to absence of compleie records, as well as a specific Govern-
ment decision in their case, it has not been possible to make payment of arrears
of Pay and Allowances to the persons of East Pakistan Rifles of former East
Pakistan domicile.

(c) Yes.
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Malik Mohammad Akktar: All efforts are being made and necessary
steps are being taken without any loss of time and all records are being com-
pleted. Tassure the honcurable Senator that no omission has been there on the
part of the Government. All possible efforts are being made.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar:  Without any loss of time Government desires
to make the payment but there are certain difficulties which we have been unable
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to overcome and which I have already stated— ‘Pack of records’. We will
accelerate our efforts so that these records are completed.

Mr. Deputy Chairman: He is trying to get a date from you.

 Malik Mohammad Akhtar: I regret it is not possible for the Government
to give any date but an assurance can be given that all possible efforts will be made.

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Next.

RAILWAY MINISTER’S REST HOUSE IN LAHORE

_ 78. *Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: Will the Minister of State for
Railways be pleased to state: : '

(a) whether it is a fact that a big bungalow in Mayo Gardens, Lahore,
has been got vacated from a senior officer of the Pakistan Railways, and it is being
converted into a Guest House for the Minister for Railways; and

~(b) whether 1t is a fact that this bungalow is being renovated and re-
furnished at a cost of Rs. 5 lakhs?

Mian Mohammad Attaullah (Read by Mr. Mumtaz Ali Bhutto): (a)
No. A bungalow available on vacation by Chief Electrical Engineer on retirement
1s proposed to be used as a Rest House.

{b) No.

o Q}'\pfja Jij} r):ﬁd o L.“.r - 6;3:'&:&;“ ¥ )J.i'lq’ dae u\.'..i}a'.
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Mr. Mumtaz Ali Bhutto: There is one Rest House available but that
is occupied by officers who come from outside. Owing to shortage of bungalows
that Rest House is entirely in their occupation. If alternative accommodation
has to be provided for them in that case there is no difference between arranging
for a separate Rest House or providing alternative accommodation for the
officers who are occupying this Rest House.
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Now you want to know, how much? Does it arise from that? But
I will answer it. We propose to spend 40,000 extra in converting it into a
Rest House.
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Mr. Mumtaz Ali Bhutto: Not to my knowledge.
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Mr. Mumtaz Ali Bhutte: T have already said I do not know anything
about a ‘Jalus’ and know nothing about curtailing repairs of this bungalow.

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Next question No. 79, Mr. Shahzad Gul.

Mr. Shahzad Gul: It has been transferred for some other day.

Mr. Deputy Chairman: It has been deferred for 17th December, 1974.
Yes, next question, Mr. Aziz Ahmad.

FRONTIER QUOTA IN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

80. *Mr. Shahzad Gul: Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased
to state:

(a) the number of Diplomats, Secretaries, Counsellors, officers and
employees, province-wise and grade-wise, serving at preseni 1n our Missions
abroad and in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs;

 (b) the number of officers in grade 16 and above from N.W.F.P. together
with their names, fathers’ names, permanent home addresses, domicile, designa-
tion, grade and the place where they are posted?

ir. Aziz Ahmeé (Read by Malik Mohammad Akhtar): On his behalf,
Sir. The information is being collected and will be placed before the House
as soon as possible. T regret it has not been possible.
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Next question, Sheikh Mohammad Rashid.
FERTILIZER QUOTA FOR FRONTIER

81. *Mr. Shakzad Gul: Will the Minister for Food, Agriculture and
Under-developed Areas be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that fertilizer is supplied to N.W.F.P. by the
Federal Government on the quota basis: ‘

(b) the criteria for such quota;

(¢} whether it is also a fact that N.W.FE.P. is all the time deficient in ferti-
lizers; and

(d) whether the Government intends to increase the quota of supply of
fertilizers to N.W.F.P.?

Sheikh Mohammad Rahid (Read by Malik Mohammad Aktar): On his
be half, Sir.

(a) N-W.F.P. receives 9% share of the fertilizer both ‘mported and
indigenous.
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(b) The above quota has been based on Cropped Area, Irrigated Area,
Area under rain crop, past consumption and other factors.

(c) No.

(d) The existing quota is adequate and needs no revision.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Punjab 679, Sind 22.57) N.W.F.P. 99,
and Baluchistan 1.5%.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Punjab 679, Sind 22.57, NNW.F.P. 97,
Baluchistan 1.5%,.
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Mr. Shahzad Gul: Distribution side. Are they purely run by Peopl‘es
Party workers? : '

Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Sir, I give the figures.

Mr. Deputy Chairman: What is the procedure of distribution ?

Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Sir, the method is in respect of crop area,
irrigated area, area under various crops, irrigated area plus 1/2 of non-irrigated
area, past consumption. Now, in respect of crop area: Punjab 6%/, Sind 22 %,
N.W.F.P. 8% and Baluchistan 4%, of crop. Irrigated area 67 o

Mr. Deputy Chairman: You have replied to what he is not asking for.
He has asked what is the method of distribution of fertilizers. You are yourself
taking too much of time. He has asked what is the method of distribution ?
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar: T am sorry, I need notice for that. I am
sorry, I admit I have not got the information.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Sir, I consider that the question they have
been asking, I am unable to admit or deny facts because I have not got the list
of persons and even if the list is given I will be unable to tell which political
party they belong to. Iam unable to make any reply to that part of the question.

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Thank you.
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_ Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Certainly, Sir, at present it is adequate
quota but when there is increase in population certainly it will be done.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar: No, Sir, why should I bother myself about
a question which is not strictly relevant? It requires fresh notice.
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~ Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Whatever is the available quantity that is
being adequately supplied and when more stocks are available more distribution
will be done.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar: I regret to point out that in the definition
of the Rules of Procedure Minister includes any Minister as well as any Minister .
of State. So technically they cannot raise any objec{ion on this point.

Mr Deputy Chairman: It istoo late. You should have objected earlier-
because now he has aiready replied the question.
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PRIVILEGE MOTION RE: TREATMENT METED OUT BY POLICE
- TO SENATOR ABDUL WAHID KURD

Mr. Deputy Chairman: This is a privilege motion which was earlier
moved by Senator Zamarud Hussain and it was deferred for today.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Sir, may I make a request. I have read in
the paper that the honourable Senator has been released on bail. If he is
expected here in the very near future, then I need not burden the House with
a statement. We would like to listen to him. So if he is expected let us wait
two or three days and with due respect to the honourable Senator because he
is the main person concerned in respect of this privilege motion, or whatever are
the allegations levelled against the provincial government in respect of certain
torture alleged by the honourable the other Senator. = So let us wait.
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Mr. Mumtaz Ali Bhutte: The Opposition is depending entirely on news-
paper reports. All their adjournment motions are based on newspaper re-
porting. How are they going to doubt the newspaper report ?

Mr. Deputy Chairman: His complaint is that when they move an adjourn-
ment motion based on paper that is not accepted by the government, by the
Treasury Benches. The complaint is that. They did not say that the news
report is incorrect. He says that is correct, but that the newspaper reports must
be relied on other occasions as well. He is not disputing this news today. He
agrees with the news. He makes out a case for the future.
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WAHID KURD

Slalik Mohammad Akhtar: Let us agree at least for tos day on the news-
paper.
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Nir. Deputy Chaivman:  You please arcue.

Malix Moharamad Akhtar:  [amsorry, I do not want to make a statement
in respect of a Senator.

Mr. Depaty Chairiran: You need not aerue on the merits. -First of
all, you have to make objection on the adniissibility of the motion.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar: We have to deny certain facts.  We should
beiter wait for him.,

braR

My, Deputly Chalrman: [t will be a more embarr qscing situation because
you wouid be desving in his presence. The question is whether it is a regular
mo'ion, whether it is a<imissible and if it is admissible whether we can dlSpOSC it
o in the House or refer to a Committee?

Malik Mohamnmad Akhtar:  Sir, T would request the honourable Senator
not to get it disposed of today.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar: You kindly do not presume that.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar: T would like to have time. There are some
norms of decency. Let the honourable Member come. Let us hear him,
And I am further to enquire about whatever he states and then make a state-
ment. I am going to give the maximum facility to safeguard his privileges.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar: My statement will be there. Senator’s state-
ment will be there.
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a Mr. Deputy Chairman: It is deferred for some other day without fixing
the date.

Adjournment motion No. 4. Yes, Haji Syed Hussain Shah.

ADJOURNMENT MOTION RE: MISAPPROPRIATION OF RAILWAY
EQUIPMENT AND MATERIAL '

Haji Syed Hussain Shah: Sir, [ beg leave of the Senate to move a motion
for the adjournment of the business of the House to discuss a definite matter
of urgent public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, that railway
equipment and material made of iron worth lakhs of rupees have been misappro-
priated. As reported by the Daily Imroze of Lahore dated the 12th December,
1974 imported fish plates and steel slippers worth lakhs of rupees were mis-
appropriated by the Railway employees and high officials. Modus operandi
of these railway officials was that they were supplied imported fish plates and
railway slippers at a nominal price of Rs. 1,500/~ per ton which they used to
sell in the market at Rs. 5,000/- per ton.

This news has perturbed the minds of the public in Pakistan.

Mr. Deputy Chaisman: Yes, Minister for Communications. Would
you like to say something?

Mr. Mumtaz Ali Bhutto: Sir, I oppose it on technical ground of admiss-
ibility. However, for the benefit of the honourable Member and the House, if
I give a few facts periaps the honourable Member might feel differently and not
press his motion. Before giving t.iese brief facts, I would like to say that if this
practice of bringing an adjournment motion on anytting that crops up or appears
in tiie Paper, wiich is likely to sound embarrassing if brought on the floor of the
House, constitutes or is made to constitute the subject of an adjogrnment motion,
is not getting us anywhere. In matters of this natu re, of course I cannot dictate
to the honourable Member as to how to conduct himself outside or inside the
Assembly. It is entirely up to him. But 1 would say that in a case of this
nature, if a complaint was made to the concerned Ministry and the matter was
brought to the notice of Minister concerned or even if a question was asked,
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more would be achieved because if the irregularity had been committed and
the honourable Member had brought the fact to my notice I would definitely
have said that I am looking into it and I will definitely look into it, and if there
Is this happening, 1 will definitely take action and inform him of what action
I would have taken, there would have been a greater benefit achieved. But,
now when it has come in the form of an adjournment motion, I have no alter-
native but to oppose it and where does that get us? Nowhere. The other
procedure would definitely be much better in circumstances such as these.

Now, apart from the question of technical opposition, T would like to,
as I have said, inform the House and the honourable Member that no slippers
were sold to railway employees. The slippers are not sold at all. Sale of steel
scrapsis, however, permissible according to the prescribed rules for house building
purposes on the production of an approved plan of the house to be built and the
certificate that the scraps asked for by the employee is required for the building
of a residence for his own occupation and that no portion of it will be disposed
of by sale in any form. The scrap 1s sold once in entire service of the employee.
The quantity depended upon the pay of the employee and the requirement of the
house being constructed by him.

Now, Sir, the scrap, not slippers but scrap, which might include fish
plates was, according to the prescribed rules, being sold to employees for the
burpose that I have explained here. It was sold on market value and it was
re-rolled into bars for use in the houses, and the value of that was subsequently
increased, although there was the charge for re-rollment at the earlier s:age
when the last sale was made. It was from June 1974 to September 1974. 218
tons (18 hundredweights) of unserviceable scrap fish plates, not fit for use
in railway tracks, was sold to 44 employees including five officers for the building
purpose at Rs. 1,775/- per ton, fixed according to the rules after the
concurrence by the Finance Branch of the Railway Administration. These
were the rules and according to these rules it was scld.

Recently. Sir, since I have taken over, I would like to inform the honounr-
able Member through you that the rules have been changed and 1 would like
him to know that under tie rules, sale of stes! tares of all sorts, fish plates, ail
other track components, pull rods or similar items which are nilferable will
not be allowed. The sale has been banned since T have come over. Secondly,
stecl scraps to Railway employees would be at the rate current at the time of
sanction less 10 per cent. This is the concession that we do give to the Railway
employees under the new rules. These rates will be revised at least afier every
three months, etc. Thirdly, steel scraps would be sold to Railway employees
from the surveyed lot only after the ceriificate is furnished by his Controlling
Officer that the employee’s house is under construction and it has reached the
level. So, these are the new rules and under these rules a certain amount of
Scrap iron is sold to the employees. If there are any cases in which irregularities
have been committed and if the honourable Meraber is willing to niention such
cases and bring them to my notice, I am prepared to order an inquiry and take
appropriate action. In these circumstances, I suggest to the honourable Mcember
that lie might deem it fit to withdraw his motion.

.
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Do you press it now?
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Hazji Syed Hussain Shah: No, Sir.
Mr. Deputy Chairman: It is not being pressed.

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Ajdournment Motion No. 43 of Nr. Zamarud
Hyssain.

ADJOURNMENT MOTION RE: OVERFLOW OF ELECTRIC VOLTAGE
IN QUETTA CITY

My, Zamarud Hussain:  Sir, I beg leave of the House to move a motion
for the adjournment of the business of the Senate to discuss a definite matter ¥
of urgent public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, that two rectifiers
of the telephone exchange of Quetta City were burnt as a result of overflow
of electric voltage. As reporied in the Daily ‘Hurriyet’ of Karachi, dated
the 13th December, 1974, the exchange battery was damaged and all public
and private telephones in the city had to be suspended. This news has periurbec
the minds of public in Pakistan.

Mr. Deputy Chairman: There are two Ministers. Mr. Taj also stood.
Yes, Mr. Taj. Mohammad Jamali.

Mr, Tzi Mohammad Jamali: 1t is about the electricity, Sir.

. 1

My, Zamarad Hussain: [ have mentioned about the electricity, Sir.

Mr, Deputy Chaivman: WAPPDA and Telephone as well, 1 :
of WAPDA not the failure of the Communications Division? Yes, Mr. Jan

+
1 54
a

Mr. Taj Mohammad Jamali: I do not think so, because we have shortage
of electricity. I do not think, it is because of eleclricity. I have raised this
technical objection.

Mr. Mumtaz Ali Bhutto: May 1 say that this adjournment
opposed on every ground available because this did not happen at all.
report appearing in the paper is completely wrong.
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Mr. Muataz Ali Bhutto:  This is the tragedy, Sir.
Mr. Deputy Chairman: Categorical statement of the Mi:ister must be.

- Mr. Mumtaz Ali Bhutto: Sir, this is the tragedy of the whole thing.
That is what I mentioned earlier that the honourable Members based their ad-
journment motions and deliberations entirely on newspaper reporting rather
than on the awareness of the facts as they exist. If the honourable Member, who
moved the adjournment motion, had bothered to find out, he could find that the
report was wrong. Now, we bothered to find out and from the paper and the
paper hasitself admitted that they have misreported, Sir. Thisis what happened.
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Haji Syed Hussain Shah:  Sir, my motion was for another city, which was
Guyrat, Sir, not Quetta, Sir.

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Not in Quetta?

Haji Syed Hussain Shah: No, Sir, this was in Gujrat. .

-

Mr. Deputy Chairman: So it was not pressed by Mr. Zamarud J’:
Now, adjournment motion No. 44 from Senator Hz afl Syed Hussain 5i

ADJOURNMENT MOTION RE: BURNING OF TWO E FCTREC
RECTIFIERS OF TELEPHONE EXCHANGE IN Cb RAT

Haji Syed Hussain Shah: Mr. Chairman, Sir, I bcg leave of the House ©
move a motion for the adjournment of the business of the Senate to dIdeSS a
definite matter of urgent public imporiance and of recent occurrence, namely,
that due to overflow of electricity two rectifiers of me telephone exchange of
Gujrat city were burnt as a result of which the exchange battery was damaged and
all public and private telephones in the city had to be suspended. This news
was published in the Daily New Times of Rawalpindi, dated the 13th December,
1974. According to this news item the loss to revenue and 13roz,erw 1s estimated
well over Rs. one lakh. This news has perturbed the minds < f the public in
Pakistan. :

Mr. Taj Mohammad Jamali: As far as the electricity is concerned, 1
do not think so because in whole of Punjab there is shortage of electricity and
I do not think, Sir, it is because of electricity. If it was due to some other
technical ffuﬂtu, then I thank Minister. .

Mr. Deputy Chairman: He does not say because of shortage of electricity,
he says due to overflow of electricity.

Mr. Taj Mohammad Jamali: He does not think so because there was
no overflow of electricity. We are facing shortage of electricity.

Mr. Deputy Chairmaza:  So, No. 1 you denied that there was no overfiow
because there was no flow.

(Laughter)

Mr. Taj Mohammad Jamali: There was less flow, Sir. We are facing
shortage of electricity.” How can we say overflow? There was less flow.

Sardar Mohammad Aslam: We have admitted there was shortage of
electricity.

Me. Deputy Chairman: There was no {low.
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Mr. Mumtaz Ali Bhatto:  Sir, Twill oppose this mofhn on the some tech-
nical grounds, and with th <x<pianaf1 n [ wish the honourabie Minister for State
had not got up so qu»xU Aciually, the trouble did take piace because of the
power bmakamm, Sir. Ii is no fault of the Telephone J)bpartmenf as such
because the powervreakdown took pj:-sc\,;n the mornin ,; nithe 10th at 8.00 a.m.
Now 1n such circumstances me Telephione Deparhment has batteries available
which they operate in lieu of the power. He life of these batteries is 8 to 10
hours. The power was restored aflier about 84 hours. During this period the
batter y continued to operate and the telephones were funciioning. After the
power was restored, the normal connection was in operation, onlvior short time
it broke down again at 8.00 p.m. Now, this time the same batiery was used which
was disch arged by now, Sh, becayse it had operatc:d :4 hours and had to be put
into operation, and wuh its operation only about 160 or so important telephone
connections could be serviced and the rest had to be closed down. Again, when
the power was restored, the telephones were brought into operation, the next
day, Sir. So, actually it was due to power breakdown.

1y
)
[A

I think, the aopropriate answer in t}*me circumstances would be that
1¢ honourable Minister for State and Power would hold and inguiry and inform
e honourable Member moving the 4}3 wament motion oufside the House
e causes and the defects ¢ ted and take appropricie action against any-
hody who is found at faults.
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Mr. Taj Mohammad Jamali:  Sir, the word they have used is overflow
of clectricity. Actt aily it is confirmed that the telephones were out of order.
The word he used xs overflow of elzciricity but actually it is not because of
overflow ofdc tricity. Iwill hold aninquiry. Itis fluctuation, Sir, not overflow.

b
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Fizji Syed Flussain Shak:  Sir, it is fluctuation, fluctuation of electricity.

Wir, Deputy Chalrman: The amendment is moved that it must be fluctu-
ation instead of overflow.

Vir. Taj Mohammad Jamali:  All right, Sir, [ will hold an inquiry and find
out the facts and take appropriate action.
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Haji Syed Hussain Shah: T do not press.
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s

ir. Deputy Chairman: 1t is not pressed. Thank you.

ADJIOURNMENT MOTICN EE: THEFY NL) SMYUGGLING OF WHEAT
FROM COV E:E\I\'MEE I STORE!

Mr, Deputy Chairman: [t is Adjournment PMiotion No. 45 f‘ rom Senator
Haji Sye d Husszin Snal.  Minister of State and Farbiamentary Afizirs has re-
quested that he will 2 g ¢ this case best but he is not concerned. Minister
wiiich is concemeo; is unforiunately not available. He has gone somewhere
for more important job.
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Vix. Taj Mohawmmad Jamali

T+
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The Leader of the House is here, Sir, he car

e

f‘v it is his responsibility. Leader of the House
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Fiaji Syed Hussain S

It may be deferred to some other day.

WM. Deputy Chairman: It may be deferred to some other day—-te the
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Rir, Depity Chalrman:  [tem No. 3

THE SUPPERE S"'ilC,-,’\I OF TERRORIST ACTIVITIES (SPECIAL COURT}
EBILL, 1974 :
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Mr. Kamran Khan do you want to speak ?

My, Kamran Khan: 'Sr, this is an irony thaf the other day Human
Rights Day was observed throughout the world and in Pakistan also, and today
a Bill which runs counter to the - Human Rights enshrined in the United Nations
Charter to which Pakistan i 31«:0 a signatory and the basic rights guaranteed in
Ju; Constitution that this Bill has come before the House.  Sir, th 1c;lctw is c,oamst

e law ahczdy in force in the cot mtiy and it will not be based on Qleaum")d{)ﬁ
ouf on actual facts how this law has been misused. Unlimited powers have

*Zeeco s not correcied by the honourable S:nsto-.
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been given to the Police Officers. They can catch hold of any person, arrest him
or put him to torture. The honourable Mirnister may be denying it but it is a
fact that torture is bzing used wihich is against the basic rigiits waich have been
cyaranteed under our Consiitution. 3ir, may I refer to article 14, ‘the dignity of
man and, subject to law, the privacy of home shall be iaviclable’. ‘No person
shall be subjected to torture for the purpose of extracling evidence’. But here
it says that the Police Officers have got unlimited powers. They have been
indemnified also. They can do whatever they like with immunity.  So innocent
people in most cases have been arrested, tortured and confessions extracted from
them. I believe there was an adjournment motion in this House on the torture
equipment of sophisticated type existing in the country. Perhaps I was not
present but I read in the newspapers that the other day in Peshawar, belore the
Special Court had been set up under this Law, the Police Officer admitted that
Musa Khan had been removed to Warsak for interrogation. Now, Sir, he
was arrested in Peshawar. There was a judicial lock-up there. So what was the
need for Musa Khan to be removed to Warsak. Obviously for the extraction
of confession by torture. Sir, the other day I was pained to see some accused
prisoners in Peshawar herded like animals and made to squat on the ground
in the shade on a cold morning while the policemen were basking in the sun.
Among those accused were student leaders and poets.  Sir, this was really a pain-
ful affair for me. One of those accused, I read in today’s paper, unfortunately
{ was in Peshawar also yesterday, that day he was taken again though he had been
in the police lock-up for months but he was again {aken the same day and God
knows what happened to him and the poor man is lying in the hospital and
fie is in the dangerously ill list.

Rzo Abdus Sattar: Point of order. The speaker must confine himself
to the general principles of the Bill. It is first reading.  He must confine himselt
to the general principles. He is not relevant, Sir.

Mr. Kamran Khan:  Sir, T think I am not irrclevant. This law is being
misused. Unlimited powers have been given to the Police Officers. This law
is being misused.

Vir. Deputy Chairman: But vou have said somsthing about the Provineial
police Investigation Bureau. The Bureau has not started work.

iy, Kamvan Khan:  Special Court has been set up already. This Court
was sct up under the Ordinance of the Federal Government.

Wir. Deputy Chairman: Yes.

M, Mumtaz Ali Bhatte: May I point out 3ir, This Bill which provides
{or suppression of acts of sabotage, subversion and terrorism deals with the
powers of the Tribunal that has been sct up and not with the powers of the
Police. If the Police tortures somebody then he must be indulging in unfair
practices. But it is not the subject of this Act and it cannot be brought under
discussion here. Over here only the desirability of the powers of the Tribunal
con be debated and nothing clse.

Wr. Deputy Chairman: Actually, I was under the impression that this is
v . . e B P e 1 % 1 N e
Federal Investigation Agency Bill. Therefore, T think the Leader of the House
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is correct. You are not relevant. You are not speaking on this Bill. You
are speaking on a Bill which had already been passed by the Senate. So, please
try to be relevant.

Mr. Kamran Khan: My submission is unlimited powers have been given
to the Police. They can arrest a person on suspicion. You have given powers
to certain Government functionaries. That is why they can catch people right
and left and torture them and extract confession from them.

Reo Abdus Sattar: There is no such clause in the Bill, Sir.

given unlimited powers to Govern-

L)

Mir. Kamrar Khan:  Since you have
ment functionaries.

Wir. Kamran Khan: Sir, the honourable Minister in his speech has
said that the situation in Baluchistan is normal. There is nothing to worry about.
In spite of that he has felt the urgency of bringing about tliis abnormal Bill. So,
Sir he cannot have both ways.  Either the situation in Baluchistan is not normal,
and for that matter, in all other parts there is no peace and tranquiflity in the
country. So, the sitnation is not normal in the country. The honourable
Minister cannot have it both ways.

M. Deputy Chairman: But hedid not sayin his speech about othe
He has said it is abnormal. He did not say it was normal. Situation in Balu-
chistan and some other parts of the country was abnormal. Therefore, this
Bill provides for all those activities.

Mr. Kamran Khan: He said it is not abnormal. The Bill is ncrmal
but the situation is not norimnal.

Nir. Deputy Chairman: No, no. He did not say that.

Mr. Kamran Khan: Those things do happen. Crimes are committed
in the country. Murders do take place. But then there are Couris in the
country. They look after them and they are doing their job to the best of their
ability. Then where was the necessity of bringing about special courts. Speclai
Courts used to be sct up by colonial governments in th's sub-continent. MNow,
Sir, you and the other Members of the House must be aware that daily bombs
are blasted in Britain by the IRA and the IRA takes the responsibility for the
blasts openly but thosc cases are referred to the ordinary courts. There are no
special courts set up in those countries. 30, to- my mind setting up special cour:s
for trying certain offences is a sort of lack of respect for our judiciary.,

Mr. Zamerug Hussain: Point of Order.,

~A o st ol
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Mr. Kamran Khan: Sir, the other day my honourable friend, Mian
Thsanul Hag, in his speech said that we—of the Opposition—are outto defend the
accused. Probably he could not draw distinction between an accused person and
a convict. We consider, and an accused should be considered innocent unless

" proved otherwise, and they should be treated as such by the Police and by the
government functionaries, and they should not be put to any terture for extrac-
tion of confessions. This is against all civilised behaviour. '

(Interruptions)
Mr. Kamran Khan: Sir, have we got the quorum?
Mr, Deputy Chairman: Yes, you continue.

Mr. Kamran Khan: We are told that this Bill has been necessitated for
the integrity and the solidarity of Pakistan. To my mind, Pakistan does not mean
alone the Khyber Pass or Quetta or Rawalpindi or Karach’. It meansthe people
also inhabiti g in this country. So, if we destroy the self-respect of the people,
we humiliate them, we torture them, what is left then, Sir? Do you think we
are building up a happy and prosperous society by this way? Certainly not,
Sir. I would suggest that this Bill should be withdrawn and the normal courts
should be entrusted with the job and, God forbid, if there is any abnormal situa-
tion then, Sir. it would be incumbent on the part of the Opposition to support
any measure which is brought by the Government to deal with the situation.
Since the situation all over the country is normal, there is no necessity for this
Bill and so I oppose this Bill.

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Is there any other Member who wants to speak?
Would you like to renly?

Kialik Mokammad Akhtar: 1 will wind up.

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Mr. Zamarud Hussain, you did not speak,
Do you want to speak?

Mr, Zamarad Hussain:  Yes, Sir.
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*Speech not corrected by the honourable Senator.
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Ma!ik Mohammad Akhtar: Point of order, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: He is on a point of order.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Where is the relevancy of the speech which
my honourable friend is making for the last five - d six minutes. Sir, [have not
at all gone in the merits of the crimes committed. If they like me to go and
expose and show the links between Afghanistan and NAP T will certainly be

obliged to do that. I think, if they are going to accuse the Government to
accuse like that. . ..

Mr. Chairman: [ think, this too is irrelevaat.

Khawsaja Mohammad Safdar: We will welcome it most, Sir.

Mr. Kamran Khan: You will also have to discuss this Government.
({nterruption)

Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Let us confine ourselves to. ...
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Mr. Shahzad Gul: Let him prove it.
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My, Kamran Khan: Why not now? This is the time.
Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Then you will haveit. Then you will haveit.

Mr. Kamran Khan: We accept the challenge.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar: I am on a point of order, Sir.

My, Kamran Khan: He must withdraw his words.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar: I am on a point of order, Sir.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Sir, I have to make a request to the House. N
Let us deal with the provisions of the Bill instead of its political aspects. Have
I gone in my opening speech on any accusation. I have only given them facts.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Sir, I am on a point of order. If he has got
no arguments why does not conclude it ?
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addressing with only the word ‘Mulana’, he should address the Member res-
pectfully.
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' (At this stage the Chair was vacated by Mr. Deputy Chairman and occu-
pied by Presiding Officer, Mr. Zafar Ahmad Qureshi.)

_ Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Onapoint of order, Sir. 1seek you guidance
in the matter. I regret, T do not want to interrupt but let us come to the legisla-
tionitself. Nobody has gone into the political aspect as far as Government side
18 concerned, and I request my honourable friends that they should confine
themselves to the legislative aspects of the Bill. Now the honourable Senator
wants the Government to change some of its policies. Ts that the occasion to
talk about that? [ request that he should confine himself to legislation. That
1s my humble request T would like to point out to you.
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Iir. Presiding Officer: Concluded.
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*Speech not corrected by the honourable Senator.
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Thank you very much.
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NMalik Mcohammad Akhtar: Sir, on the 16th we are meeting at 5.30! o

Mr. Presiding Officer: The Senate is adjourned to meet on Mornday at
530 Hp.m.
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{The House adjourned to meet at half past five in the evening on Monday,
December 16, 1974.)

L e —




