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SENATE DEBATES
SENATE OF PAKISTAN

Friday, December 20, 1974

e ey

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Chamber, (State Bank Building),
Islamabad, at half past five of the clock in the evening, Mr. Chairman (Mr.
Habibullah Khan) in the Chair.

il L - R

(Recitation from the Holy Qur’an)

— e e o

ADJOURNMENT MOTION RE: RELEASE OF 31 PAKISTANI CREW
OF EIGHT FISHING LAUNCHES CONFISCATED BY MUSCAT
AUTHORITIES

Mr. Chairman: There is an adjournment motion pending for the last
several days and we had been waiting for the Minister, Mr. Aziz Ahmed. Was
it formally read out?

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: Yes, Sir.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Sir, some technical objections were also taken
but it was thought that the Minister concerned may himself deal with it.

Mr. Chairman: So, Mr. Aziz Ahmed, we had been waiting for you be-
cause Malik Mohammad Akhtar had said so and Khawaja Mohammad Safdar
also wanted you to reply to this motion. -

Mr. Aziz Alimed: Sir, in March 1974, eight fishing boats along with a
crew of 167 were seized while fishing ofl the coast of Southern Oman. The
crew were taken into custody. A fine of fifteen and a hali lakh rupees was im-
posed on them. Subseguently, the launches were auctioned and the decision at
that time was that the crew would not be relsased until the fine is paid. But
through the efforts of the Government with the Omane authorities, some 134
of these fishermen were released on the 9th of September and the rest were kept
in custody in jail again against the pending payment of the fine. Subsequently,
a Special Bavoy of the Prime Minister took up the matter with His Majesty, the
Sultan of Oman, and as a result of it all the crew has since been released. That
is the situation. I don’t think it would be appropriate to blame the Government
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[Mr. Aziz Ahmed]

for not having acted with sufficient vigilance and care in the matter and, Ithink,
it would also not be appropriate to presume too much on brotherly relations with
other countries. When our people make mistakes they must face the conse-
quences. I hope they would not repeat this kind of misktake.

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Zamarud Hussain, you have heard the statement
made by the Minister concerned that all the persons you alleged that they have
been convicted and sentenced and have been rotting in jails have since been
released now.

69 Ug.? C‘J\H s ol 2 e I Yy s s e S ) Sl

- UG; uf‘f‘.

Mr, Chairman: It is no use now reading that information when it has
been stated categorically and with full responsibility that they have been released.
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Mr. Chairman: So, are you not pressing it?

Mr. Zamarud Hussain: [ am not pressing, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. The motion is not pressed. There is no
other adjournment motion. Now, we take up motions tabled by Khawaja
Mohammad Sa {dar.

MOTION RE: APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO INVESTI-
GATE INTO CAUSES OF TARBELA DAM DISASTER

Malik Mehammad Akhtar: Sir, I raised some technical objections. Even
before the motion could be read, I consider that it will not be in the fitness of
things that I may press my point of order because it relates to the powers of the
honourable Serators, and we have got a Committee already formed to frame rew
Rulers of Procedure, and they can determine the functions of the Committee.
The point of order I was arguing, I don’t want to argue it any more and it may
kindly be considered as not pressed.

Mr. Chairman: All right. He is not pressing his technical objzciions.

Rao Abdus Sattar: Mr. Chairman, I request that this item may be
deferred for another day and I hope that Khawaja Sahib will have no objection.
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MOTION re. APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE INTO 641
CAUSES OF TARBELA DAM DISASTER

Mr. Chairman: Which item ?
Rao Abdus Sattar: No. 2, Sir. It may be deferred for another day.

Mr. Chairman: Do you want that this motion should be deferred to some
other day?

Rao Abdus Sattar: This item may be taken on any other day, and T hope
Khawaja Sahib will not press it.

Mr, Chairman: Do you agree?

- i u::f-r SRR ! Yl wlis &Jlg ¢ i dest J..:J};i

Mr. Chairman: What date do you suggest ?

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: Next session.

My. Chairman: So, the consideration of this motion stands adjourned to
some other date during the next session. It think, it will be better if it is formally
moved so that it may be kept pending. You just move it and it will be carried
over to the next sitting. '

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: Quite right, Sir. Thank you very much.
Sir, T beg to move:

“That a Special Committee be appointed to investigate and inquire
into the causes of the Tarbela Dam Disaster. The Special Committee
shall submit its report to the Senate within one month of its formation.

The composition of the Committee shall be as follows —

1. Senator Ahmad Waheed Akhtar

2. Senator Sardar Mohammad Alsam
3. Senator Shahzad Gul

4. Senator Agha Ghulam Nabi Khan

5. Senator S. Zulfigar Ali Shah Jamote

6. Senator Haji Syed Hussain Shah
7. Senator M. Zahurul Haq, Bar-at-Law
8. Senator Sheikh Fazal Elahi Piracha

9. The mover
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Mr. Chairman: The motion before the House is:

“That a Special Committee be appointed to investigate and inquire
into the causes of the Tarbela Dam Disaster. The Special Com-
mittee shall submit its report to the Senate within one month of its
formation.

The composition of the Committee shall be as follows i—
1. Senator Ahmad Waheed Akhtar
2. Senator Sardar Mohammad Aslam
3. Senator Shahzad Gul
4. Senator Agha Ghulam Nabi Khan
5. Senator S. Zulfigar Ali Shah Jamote
Senator Haji Syed Hussain Shah
Senator M. Zahurul Haq, Bar-at-Law
Senator Sheikh Fazal Elahi Piracha

o % N o

The mover

.. Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Tt is opposed, Sir, but as agreed, it may
kindly be deferred.

Mr. Chairman:  All right, it stands deferred to the next session. Now,
we take item Wo. 3.

MOTION RE: SITUATION ARISING OUT OF CRISIS IN LEATHER
SPORTS GOODS INDUSTRY OF SIALKOT

Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Sir, I have got to make a suggestion.

My, Chatrman:  Technical objection ?

MAalik Mehammad Akhtar: No, Sir. Mr. Qaim Ali told me that he will
be coming at 6.30 p.m. So let item 4 be taken up with this condition that it
may be concluded by 7.00 p.m. and that is the item we can deal within this time.

Mr. Chairmsaz: Do you suggest that item No. 4 should be taken up firs¢?
Mialik Mohanpad Aklitar:  Yes, Sir. No. 4.

Vir, Chateman:  What about No. 37

Malih Mighammad Akhtar: The Minisiter will be coming at 6.30 p.m.
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INDUSTRY OF SIALKOT

Mr. Chairman: Do you agree?
Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: No. Sir, I do not.

Mr. Chairman: The Minister will probably wind up, so you may move
the motion.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: Sir, T beg to move:

“That the situation arising out of the present crisis in the leather
sports goods industry of Sialkot be taken into consideration.”

Mr. Chairman: The motion moved is:

“That the situation arising out of the present crisis in the leather
sports goods industry of Sialkot be taken into consideration.”
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[Khawaja Mohammad Safdar]
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Mr. Tahir Mohammad Khan: I think you will have to bring to the
notice of the Chair that the Minister is supposed to reply all these questions.
If the Minister is not there and Khawaja Sahib is making the speech, I think that
these things shall remain unreplied.

Mr. Chairman: That is not my fault, and it is not the mover’s fauit,
that the Minister is not here. If you want to stop the mover {rom arguing this
case, you see. ...
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Mr. Chairman: Resume your seat please. It is a question of principle.
Now, suppose the Minister does not want to come here to attend the Senator
Session, should it mean, that they should not move any motion?

Mr. Tahir Mohammad Khan: No, Sir, a request perhaps has come.

My respeciful subinission was only bacause the Minister for State and Parlia-
: 1 1 : O + 11 1n i v A 2D

mentary A ffairs brought to the notice of the Chair, that he will be coming by 6.30.

Mr. Chairman: With the exception of one Mr. Jamzli, there is no
Minister presert Lere, you mean to say that as every motion relates to some
Minister, we should not transact any business?

My, Tahir Mohammad Khan:  Surely Sir, we must.

Mr. Chairman: No, there is another motion that also relates to some
Minister’s portfolio.

Mr. Tahir Meohmmad Khan: No, Sir, actually this will be oosening the
brief of a very honourable Senator
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Myr. Chairman: If we take up the next..... 3

Mer, Tahir Mohammad Khan: ....because heis making the statement,
he is trying to bring to the notice of the Government certain facts.

Mr, Chairman: You answer my query. All right, we take up next mo-
tion but that also relates to some Minister who is not here.

Mr. Tahir Mohammad Khan: No, Sir, before that, we can take the mo-
tion against the Minister. .

Mr. Chairman: Drop it just now?
You had gone and you told me you are coming back.
Malik Mohammad Akhtar: No, Sir, I will be going at 7.00.

My, Chairman: Youcanreply. Thereisnothing technicalin the motion.
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Wir. Chairman: Is he in National Assembly now sitting at this moment?
Khawaja Mehammad Safdar: No, Sir,

Wir, Chairman: Why is the Minister not here then?

Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Sir, he made a request formally.

Mir. Chairman: No request has " en made to me.

Malik Mohammad Akbtar: Sir, he wanted me to convey to you.

Mir. Chairman: But you never conveyed to me.

Malik Mchammad Akhtar: Sir, I said it in the House that he is coming
at 6.30 and my item No. 4 may be taken.

My, Chairman: And then it was agreed that he should start by the time.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: No,no. 2 4, 053\;\? I | PR EP~

T
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Mr. Tahir Mohammad Khan: There can be another suggestion, if there

i8 aﬂ:y othg person in the House, who can miake a speech or: this issue, he car
Speak earlier. I think, when the Minister COmes, You can siart,

Malik Mohammad Akhtar: [ will take the notes and convey those.

A: Member: I will communicate to the Minister concerned. What will
happen if at 6.30 also ke does not turn up ?
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b Cimrm . lam not worried about the fate of this motion, but what
worries me is this that suppose the Minister does not aitend the Session, and th
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able reasons,

finig!
motion relates to his portfolio, shouldn’t .
1s absent ? If the Minister makes 2 request that {

he cannot attend any time, that is a different matt L 18 their agreement.
Lcan deferit. But if the Minister does not make t nor it is conveyed

to me through anybody else and when the motionis moved, he starts arguing his

case then suddenly, you see, [ am told to deferit. @i is thea very difficult.

. Malik Mohammmad Althtar:  Sir, it may be continued, and [ am suie he
18 coming at 6.30.

Mir. Chairman: Now, you continue.
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Mr. Chairman: He is supposed to be here after 15 minutes. You
continue, you see.
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GOODS INDUSTRY OF SIALKOT
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Mr. Chairman: You just make a brief note of points. It will hardly take
2 minutes to brief your Minister.
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here we are discussing the leather. T know that he is interested in carpet in-
dustry and working of carpet. We can some other time discuss that industry

as well.
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Mr. Chairman:  There is nobody else to speak. Yes, Mr. Qaim Ali Shah.

‘ Syed Qaim All Shah J#llani: Mr. Chairman, Sir, while I appreciate the
views expressed by Khawaja Sahib and Maulana Sahib and I know that they
are deeply interested in the subject and I appreciate that Khawaja Sahib has to
a ceriain extent highlighted the efforts of the Government. In this connection,
T'would submit that we are very much alive to the situation, and we know that the
leather industry is facing to a certain extent some difficulty.  But to say that there

are crises in the leather goods indusiry would not be right. I would not sub-
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scribe to that view. I would say that it is a little bit exaggerated view of Khawaja
Sahib. Sir, there is no doubt about it that this is a very important industry.
One thing is certain that it is a small industry and accordingto our Constitution
it is a provincial subject to run an industry or to a certain extent to have control
over such an industry. It is a provincial subject but it is partially covered so
far as the policy making is concerned. In that direction the Federal Government
has taken all possible measures as Khawaja Sahib has said. I would elaborate
this that the Government has taken all possible steps to help this industry, and
to see that it should run efficiently and effectively. In this connection the
Government, as a first step, has banned the export of raw hides and raw skins
as well as the semi-tanned leather.

Maulana Sahib says that so far the cowand calf leather isconcerned, it is
completely banned. For the information of Khawaja Sahib also so far the
semi-tanned leather is concerned, it is also banned to some extent. In case of
tanned leather we have allowed the export because we earn sufficiently from this
type of leather. Ihave got figures of last year 1973-74. We earned about 42
million dollars from the export of tanned leather, So, I think even Khawaja
Sahib will agree with me that it will not be proper to ban the export of tanned
leather. Outside the country we can compete partially and even with Iudia
to a certain extent although India has given lot of concessions to this industry.
T admit as Khawaja Sahib has said that India has given sufficient concession, and
even to exporters of this industry 209/ cash assistance has been given by India.
So, there is a margin for the exporters in that connection. I know that tie
price of hide has increased during the last two or three years and substantially
increased because of over-all increase in the price but with that [ would say that
the price of finished goods also has increased substantially. For example, the price
of football in 1971-72 was fifteen rupees, now it is thirtyfive rupees in 1973-74.
So, on that account there is an increase in the price of finished goods also. Now,
Sir, as a remedial measure we have banned completely the export of raw hides
and raw skins and semi-tanned leather.

Now, there is a duty on import to the extent of 25 % and thereis a demand
that it should be done away with and Goverament is considering this measwe
also and we have taken up this matter with the concerned Ministries and Divi-
S1018.

Now, Sir, so far as other measutes are concerned, T would say that Gov-
ernment has taken effective measures. There is shortage of livestock in our coun-
try and vou very well know, Sir, that the prices of even meat have goneup toa
great extent as there is over-all shortage of livestock. So Government has taken
measures and in collahoration with certain other foreign countries, we are setting
up agro-based complex of livestock in our country. In this connection we
have finalised with Iran and there is a project of Rs. 388.856 millions which 18
going to come up. In that connection we have finalised all the formalities with
Tran -overnment. It will be a very big project. Then another project we are
trying to finalise with Abu Dhabi government and it is worth three hundred
millions. It is also a very important and big project and it will cover an area
of twentyfive thousand acres in Thatta district. Those are some of the measures
that we arc taking in order to reduce the shortages on the one hand of meat and
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on the other hand of raw hides and skins as well as leather. So if these com-
plexes come up they will reduce shortages and will give boost to the indigenous
industry like the one in Sialkot.

Now, one or two important things Khawaja Sahib has said. I am sorry
I was not present when he started the speech but when he winded up his speech
he had raised one or two important points. I would like to answer him.

Now, he has said that this industry to a certain extent should be taken
up in public sector.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: Tanneries only.

Mr, Qaim Ali Shah Jillani: All right. Now, there is one view that we
have taken so many industries in public sector—very important basic industries—
and, [ think, the Opposition on many occasions have said that we should not have
taken so many industries in public sector. Now, this is a small industry on the
country. Tannery is a small industry. People will then say that now the
Government has started indugling in small things as well. I think, it will not be
desirable that the Government should indulge in this sector or some other
sectors which come under small industrial sector. Therefore, I would say that
the views Khawaja Sahib has expressed would not be correct and desirable.
But we, as I said, know that it is a very important industry and, therefore, we

“have taken these steps, and many more steps we would be taking to help this
industry as far as possibl . So far the Federal Government is concerned, we
will try and see that this industry should prosper and develop. I have got the
latest export figures of leather goods exported during the last three or four
months—f{rom July to October—and I would submit that exports have rather
picked up instead of going down. This will show that our measures have
succeeded and as Khawaja Sahib has said that this industry is in crisis, it is
notso. Itisnotcorrect. Dificultics arethere. They have difficulties of leather
and they have difficultics of hides and skins waich are not easily available and
they might be expensive also. But in spite of that during the last three months
in terms of quantity the exports have been 232305 dozens of different varieties of
leather goods, for example, cricket balls, hockey balls, punching balls, footballs,
football covers, volleyballs, volleyball covers, balls and leather gloves. Now,
this quan‘ity is worth Rs. 35.951 myllion. So, I would say that the situation
is not so gloomy and not so grim as stated by Khawaja Sahib. He has already
said that the Government has taken certain steps and Government will take
meore steps and see W atever is possible to encourage this industry. Now, I
have already replied to Maulana Sahib’s view-point. I have said that semi-
tanned leather is not being exported. It is also a banned item and it is not
being exported. Only the tanned leather is exported. So, I think, this will
suffice his view-point partially.

(Interruption)

Wir. Caim Al Shah Jilienis  As [ have said, only the tanned leather 18
exported and we earned sufiicient money, as 42 million dollurs is a substantial
money, which we will be losing otherwise if we ban the export of tanned leather
also. Inthis way, I once again assure Khawaja Sahib that we are very much alive
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and we are much conscious of this indigenous, basic and important industry
and export earner as well. So, we will try our best to encourage this industry
asfaras possible. Thank you very much,

Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much. Would you like to say some-
thing in reply ?
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Syed Qaim Ali Shah Jillani: He is most welcome but it should not be a
president, because Minister winds up the debate.

Mr. Chairman: You will have it.

Syed Qaim Ali Skah Jillani: Because he is very much interested and it
concerns, I think, his constituency.

Mr. Chairman: WNo, no, I am not going into the merits of the case.
Whereas he has got right of reply or not, he has only 5 minutes’ time. If you
want to speak, I will give you another chance to speak. C’yes. Let Hhim.
No, he is not taking any advantage of this right of reply. Let him 5 minutes.
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“This contention is supported. by the fact that atcording to the
statistics ‘supplied by the Statistical Department total exports of
Footballs to West Germany during the month of January, 1974, are
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My, Chairman:  Yes, Mr. Zamarud Hussain.

MOTION RE: THE CONDUCT GF NATIONAL PRESS TRUST OF
PAKISTAN

Wiy, Zamarud Husszin: [ beg to imove:

“That the conduct of the National Press Trust of Pakistan which
has created an atmosphere of suspicion and mistrust among the
masses, and is thereby darkening the future of democracy in the
country, be taken into consideration.”

iy

Mr, Chalrman: The - otion moved is:
“That the conduct of the National Press Trust of Pakistan which has
create. om atmosph re of suspicion and mistrust among the masses,

and is thereby darkening the future of derccracy in the country,
be taken into consideration.” WWho is the Minister concerned.

wmmmad Khan:  Minister concernied is not there. 1 am

prepared to reply.

My, Chairman: Mo, no. This is with regard to the press. [t relates
to which Minister’s portfolio?
My, Zamerud Hessaln:  Malik Mohammad Aldhtar, Sir.

5

Mr. Chairman: Where is Malik Mohammad Akhtar?
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T have also litile bit of insiructions.  So,
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1o ' e talked over. Well,
AOW We move on fhe next item 4. Yes, Mr. Zamarud Fussain, let us finish
this one.
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The motion is that the conduct of the National Press Trust of Pakistan
sy =g 2 Blags e Sl

That the role played by the National Press Trust which has created on

atmosphere of suspicion and mistrust in the minds of people in the
country of Pakistan.
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Thereby darkewing the future of democracy in the country
. s 2 third debate Gilises jl Sl a0 ool

Democracy and what can be natural evalution of the democracy and what
can farce democracy and what can be darkening the democracy
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whether this resolution can be talked out or not talked out.
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Syed Gaim Ali Shah Jillani: May [ make a submission, Sir?
Mr. Chairman: Yes.

Syed {¥aim Ali Shah Jiliani: Sir, there are 3 or 4 other motions. They
may choose any of those motions and we can debate them.

Mr, Chairman: The subsiantial issue is one.
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[Mr. Chairman]

You want adjournment. You do not want any of the motions to be
discussed today?
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Mr. Chairman: What is your reaction, Leader of the House.
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Mr. Chairman: This motion also stands deferred. There is no other
work for us to transact today. We meet tomorrow in the morning. Is it all
right? :

Senators:  Yes, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: The House stands adjourned to meet at 10 a.m. tomorrow.

The House adjourned till ten of the clock in the morning on Saturday,
December 21, 1974.
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