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SENATE DEBATES
SENATE OF PAKISTAN

Friday, the 17th Jamuary, 1975

e e i e it

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Chamber, (State Bank
Building), Islamabad, at six of the clock in the evening Deputy Chairman
(Mr. Tahir Mohammad Khan) in the Chair.

(Recitation from the Holy Quran)

e bt Bt e

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Adjournment Motion No. 5 of 1975. Yes,
Khawaja Mohammad Safdar.

ADJOURNMENT MOTION Re : RAILWAY ACCIDENT AT
MALIR STATION

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Sir, I beg Leave of the Senate to move a
motion for the adjournment of the business of the House to discuss a definite
matter of urgent public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, as
reported in the Daily Pakistan Times dated 15.1.1975, 25-Up Rohri bound
Sind Express rammed into a local Passenger Train at Malir Railway Station,
as a result of this accident three persons were killed and several injured.
The inefficient and careless running of the trains by the Rallway authorities
has greatly disappointed the public.

Mf.-ml')éputy Chairman : Yes.
' Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Opposed Sir, on the technical grounds.
The honourable Mlmster may make a statemcnt afterWards

. SII, my l;cﬁhmcal obgcctxon is that the honourable Member wants to
dlscuss the inefficient and careless running of the trains. Now as a matter
. of fact, the matter is sub judice. We have arrested two persons, one Assistant
Station Master and another Pointman, and some petsons of that designation.

Slnce they have been arrested and remanded as such the rnatter 15 sub___
: Judlce

Mr(fha;rmqn No. 1, Itis sub'judiec; you see, ¥ ek
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, he can make some brief statement, if

he desires to and if you permit him, Sir.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Yes, Khawaja Mohammad Safdar, what do you
say about this objection ?
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Mr. Deputy Chairman : Yes, the Minister of State. wants to say some-
thing. |

Malik Mohammad A'lgli‘tar; Sif, prbbably my friend wants to use this
rule of adjournment motion in licu of rule 187, which is a ““motion that the

policy or situation or statement or any other matter be taken into'consi-:
deration.” -He wants to-make a substantive motlon i | consmer e

Mr. Deputy Chalrman You mean to say, when there :s any remcdy
available then he cannot move an adjoumment motion. :
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Mr. Deputy Chairman : Minister of State for Railways.

Mian Attaullah : Mr. Chairman, Sir, I just want fo bring this to your
notice and through you to the notice of the House that the Mover of the
adjournment motion just wants to discuss this particular incidence.

~ Mr. Deputy Chairman : The Mover has said that he does not want to
dlSClISS the partlcular incidence. !

" Mian Attaullah : He has moved sepamte resolutions and those reso-
lutions will come into discussion, but all the same I want to make it a part
of the record that we sincerely apologise for the inconvenience caused to the

stravelling public:;- The Minister of Communications was himself travelling
and soon after the incidence he organised relief operations. -He remained on
the site till the operation was completed. Myself and the Chairman, Railway
Board reached the site. We have ordered an enquiry and two people have
been - arrested. 1 assure the hopourable Member through you that people
responsible will not go unpunished and the incident . is not repeated. I am
sofry to have to say that mistakes are commited as an extensive network of
railways exists in Pakistan and thousands of people are employed in the
railways. Human element is also there so these mistakes are also there.
Any how, I once again assure the honourable Member that we are doing
our very best and in the near-future we will achieve that eﬂ‘icxencv wlnch is
5rcqu1rud of the raﬂways and all thmgs ‘wﬂl be all rrght - }

‘-i” 43 £ Lo Ja Ol adjoumment motmns u@ & 4 é.
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[Mufti Zafar Ali Nomani]
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Kh"éwaja' Mohammad Safdar : Not pressed, Sir.
Mr. Deputy Chairman : It is not pressed. Yes No. 6 of 1975.

ADJOURNMENT MOTION Re : BAN ON A PUBLIC MEETING
OF AIR-MARSHAL (RETD) M. ASGHER KHAN

Khawa]a Mohamtnad Safdar : I beg leave of the Senate to -move a
motion for the ad;ourument of the business of the House to discuss a definite
matter of urgent public importance and ‘of tecent occurrence, namely, the
Federal Security Force was used by the Punjab Government for preventing
Air-Marshal (Retd) Mr. Asghar Khan from holding a public meeting at
Mochi Gate, Lahore, on the 12th January, 19%5, as reportcd in the Daily
Nawa-1~Waqt dated 13th January, 1975 .

The failure of the Federal Government in dissuading the- Punjab Pro-
‘vincial | Government from using the Federal Secunty Foree for curbing the
civil liberties" and fundamental fights of ‘the pubhc has sent a” wave of
resentment throughout the cemntry bgic Tt T |

Mr &bdnl Qﬂyﬂm Khzm Iratsc two omcctaons Firstly, i is .a_matter
;af law ' and -order . which is a provineial subject, and as wehave; rspcatcdly
said the proper forum for raising the adjournment motion will bethe pro-
wvincial Assembly and not-the Senate. As fegards the :other objection, that
the. Federal Security- Force was usad 1 have to- state that regardingthe
Federal Force, we have asked the Provincial Government: -and they -have -
stated that a small contingent| of - FSE, was~requsaztloneg£ by the Provincial
Government in view of the 'grave:: ﬁpmgaansmnﬁf violation -of section 144
and breach of peace. Air-Marshal Asghar Khan’s reported announcement
in the Preas of hlsmdeaterm1nat10nafo vmlatef_ sﬁm;m 144 instead - of challeng—
- ing its 1mﬁbs1t10n on the appropr' te orum he sent.a written threat to the
Df"trict Magistrate, It has ’b&en éonﬁfm"éd ‘by the Provincial Goveérnmient
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(RETD) A. ASGHAR KHAN

that the contingent of FSF was kept in reserve and was not at all used
against Asghar Khan. So, I deny all facts and also on the point of law, I op-
pose. I may also inform the honourable Mover and invite attention to rule 117
of the FSF Emp10yment Rules, 1974, which have been promulgated under
the Act. The control and operation of deputed contingents shall remain
with the local authority. The contingent of the Force during the operation
shall come under the directions issued by the Magistrate on the spot. The
officer commanding the Force shall, however, maintain his chain of com-
mand and also the infegrity of his unit or sub-unit at his own discretion.
He will retain the effective liasion with the local police officers present in
the area. Now two things. Firstly, it is a provincial matter. Secondly,
proper recourse was not used. Thirdly the Force when its services are
requisitioned by the Provincial Government, acts under the order of the
Magistrate and there is no question of any directions from the Federal
Government. On all these points I submit that........ -

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Khawaja Sahib, has also stated another thing
the failure of the Federal Government in dissuading the Punjab Provincial
Government. -

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum' Khan : We have no power to give direction or to
give orders. Clear cut division of power has been laid down in the Consti-
tution and unless there is break down in the Provinces the Federal Govern-
ment cannot do anything. The Provincial Government is very  sensitive.
Any interference will be rightly resented and this is against the - Cons-
titution. : o 11 _

U;JJ,J o J\J.Lt.i; ) m:‘;/‘;:. u'“_j.«-ﬂ d_@aaa i 3”3 ;_»:_E\;:.’:u ')J\Iz.,a a\m#; u\..a- io.:s.

Ja__l..j S Lg (& d_ v._:‘ )35 K«I;um;nl UL«: '“*"G'HLS"""’E Lnﬂ Cb
é: t_n‘ uJ .L, ml.:-.‘.) J-\_)j pf?'.»a Uij Uﬁ.ﬁ&)‘df iw:_ v-ro...d;‘_,. Jw\wJJ
&uﬂl e ';:};:a_l.@,,ﬂ ol ;,(3 .:-.-.J U“"| @J.m w _)j‘ < L s._.aia,:a K d'j—w

_.....M.;’_g.:;.u,a- QjmrL wi Lf|)~$‘-11~rand_.. L‘lﬁ&_}t\.ﬁa)l{)u)b

-

P L\.) P a__ u_ﬁ?‘"‘_ﬁ" ub.a. de,w Ly :uwrdvma tj,.:.), ul

€

CL-»JK:&. dj-k::B e 2_ S) Ve 5_3::'-. d ! 442 )3\ %., ngk,am Jj.a. d’lg’_&.,a Wy
U_}J/ J‘“f" &'.. huxl..i.‘é J{j)‘ p}oﬁa }_9|,_,~_u_ ‘...AT &...:"'L:._:s. -).).fqa Kz U\a.b:.'..

.LSJ"’U"J"' é;__.\u;a Sl é J_j.J djwm _— ;;‘____ uab_'y ﬁw WS c:... La{s-
L;er' W L l.f«) 4’___ Uj.'fa.‘r‘ o t);)KJ! o .{_;" s atoat 0_9 g__ x..mﬁjg&




30 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [17th January, 1975
[Khawaja Mohammad Safdaf]

o ol S e (8 391 B S e o2 Al e w o pud
S a8 o OVl Js5 o g8 w5 0 LS et 0
25 dele Gedsy 09 & wdsy K Olag ggp call SETG Oy ardsy o]
2L Uy st L;)_sfﬁw d)-iné Ny < bsle .)-;I?_) LS'G')! 2 Q‘HASI mf’lw."-.'s qu
Sl uK.J . LS 165 e TESEVE WSk S L5 o dlemial 550 e
WS b S o9 e ST o S Oy & lon LK s ol o
- 4‘:‘_ b_) jb ad unr Kb w‘
Malik Mohammad Akhtar : On a point of order. I would like to
supersede both the honourable Members. o
Mr. Deputy Chairman : You have every right to supersede.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, I consider that the honourable
Khawaja Mohammad Safdar should have not risen because I draw your
attention to ruling 376. Sir,the ruling says that when an allegation is made
and it is demed there should be some documentary ev1dence to prove

Mr. Depaty Chairman : You have to deﬁne document also.
Mahk Mohammad Akhtar All ngnt iet ‘me debate. I will pxove -

‘Mr. Abdul Qaiyum Khan : Sir, I want to. say one thing. There is no-
where written in the Nawa-i-Waqt that the Federal Security Force was used.
It only says that it was merely present. The only difference between the
Government’s statement and the Nawa-i-Waqt it is written as ‘heavy contin-
gent’ and they say a ‘small contingent’. But nowhere it is stated in the
Nawai-Waqt that it was used. So, here also the statement in the press does
not support the allegation. e
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‘The Federal Security Force was used by the Punjab Government for
preventmg Au Marshal. '
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Mr. Abdul Qaiyum Khan : I raise another point. Even if they were

present, thcy act under the orders of the magistrate and entirely under the

provincial executive, and the magistracy is incharge of it and the Federal

Government does not come into the picture. The law is that a magistrate

can call upon a military commander as well as the Federal Security Force,

and T have read rule 11 which clearly states that. There arec provisions in
Criminal Procedure Code which I have read fimes out of number that even a
magistrate can call upon the nearest military commander to come to his
rescue and then that Force acts under his orders. Here the Force has not
acted and even if they have acted I make bold to say, they have acted
under the orders of the Magistrate and the Magistrate is a provincial officer
and the law and order is a provincial subject.
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I am afraid, I cannot hold it in order. You have said that Federal
Security Force was used by the Punjab Government for preventing Air-
Marshal—No. 1. This thing is categorically denied by a very responsible
Minister. No. 2, you said ‘the failure of the Federal Government to dissuade
the provincial government.” I think, it is not the domain of the Federal
Government to mterfere in the matters of law and order and thirdly
thls ........ '
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Mr. Deputy Chairman : On these very scores it is ruled out of order.
Then next adjournment motion. It is No. 7 of 1975.

ADJOURNMENT MOTION Re : INCREASE OF FREIGHT BY
CONFERENCE LINES

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Sir, I beg leave of the Senate to move a
motion for the adjournment of the business of the House to discuss a
definite matter of urgent public importance and of recent occurrence, namely,
as reported in the Daily Dawn dated 30-12-74 the Conference Lines covering
Pakistan Trade with Europe is charging 12} more on the previous freight
rates from the first of Januvary, 1975. The failure of the Federal Government
to exert its influence on the Conference Lines not to raise the freight rates
arbitrarily, has caused grave concern to the business community of Pakistan.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : It is opposed, Sir. .
Mr. Deputy Chairman : What are the grounds?

Malik Meohammad Akhtar : Technically as well as otherwise. It has
been alleged that it has been reported in the daily DAWN that ‘the Con-
ference Lines covering Pakistan trade with Europe is charging 124 more on
the previous freight rate from the Ist of January, 1975°. It has been alleged
as ‘the failure of the Federal Government to exert its influence on the
Conference Lines not to raise the freight rate arbitrarily has caused grave
concern to the business community of Pakistan.” Sir, I think, I have got a
long statement to make. If youallow me, I can read out for the benefit of
the House. '

Mr. Deputy Chairman : What is the technical objection? It is not
basically the concern of the Federal Government you mean ?

" Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, it is beyond our control. I am going to
make a statement, if you allow me. There is no failure on the part of the

Federal Governmcnt

Slr, the Conference Lines ISSUGd notice to shippers on 16th of October N
1974 for an increase in the basic freight rates by 1249, on west bound cargo .
from India, Pakistan and Bangladesh effective from Ist of January, 1975.
Sir, this notice was issued on 16th of October, 1974. The matfer was reported
in the Daily DAWN of 30th December, 1974, as mentioned in the adjourn-
ment motion. The press report also emphasised that during the last three \
years the Confererice Lines have increased freight rate by 3749 and the
Government should play -a more active role as the shippers alone would not
be in a position to influence the decision of the Conférence Lines. The
Consultation procedure followed by the Comference Lines is that settled
India. The shippers in Pakistan are inadequate so, Sir, they can force their
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rates on us. Thearrangements with India are in fact of a formal nature and
have been based on arrangements made in that respect between British and
Indian Flag Lines. Normally overall increase in tariff rates should not occur
at aninterval of less than two years but rates of freight of individual com-
modities could be increased at very frequent intervals and surcharge could be
applied to meet special and exceptional circumstances. Again the Conference
Lines are obliged not to make any increase in freight rates before the expiry
of the four month period so that during the period of notice discussion, con-
sultation can take place. No discussion and consultation is provided for
with the Government. The Conference Lines is required only to send a copy
of the notice and report on the consultation held by them with the Shippers
bodies. The Conference Lines increased the freight rates in March 1971 by
159, in east bound trade and in June, 1971 by 12}% in west bound trade.
Thereafter in October, 1973 they again increased the freight rate by 7% in
East bound frade and 1247/ in West bound trade, and at that time also they
made it clear that the increase in the freight rate was subject to review.
Earlier in 1974 on the basis of tradinggesults of the Conference Lines for
1973, a Conference Delegation visited Pakistan to discuss freight rates with
the Pakistan Shippers Council, Export Promotion Bureau, etc. In September
1974, the Chairman of the Delegation impressed on the shippers bodies in
Pakistan that the Shipping Lines participating in the Conference were
seriously concerned about increasing operating cost and exorbitant rise in the
cost of ships and the necessity for the general increase in the freight rates
had become imminent. The Export Promotion Bureau, however, informed
the Conference Delegation that since January, 1973 not only the export
flow pattern but also the price structurc of a large number of exportable
commodities such as cotton yarn, hides and skins, tobacco, etc., had con-
siderably changed with the result that the freight quantum had increased to
such an extent that the competitive edge of Pakistani goods in many foreign
markets was no longer practicable in several commodities.

The conference Delegation were, however, firm on the point that in view
of unprecedented inflationary tendencies in the world price structure, increase
in freight rates was un-avoidable. The Conference Delegation also indicated
that they would consider effecting any such increase in the freight rate by
1.1.1975. '

There is no doubt that the increase in the freight rates that the Con-
ference Lines have decided to introduce from Ist January, 1975 will adversely
affect our export trade. Protests were lodged by the shipper’s bodies .with' the
Conference Lines in the past whenever they increased their freight rates,
and even now, but without any gainful restlts. The Conference Lines have
been ttadmg on this route for about 100 years and they assumed the mono-
poly. It will not be possible to break their monopoly so Iong as contgol
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over the cargo movement is not imposed and alternative shipping arrange-
ment is not made. However, under the present conditions it appears that
it will be difficult to impose any control on cargé movements because our
exports are mainly sold in the ‘“Buyers” market and our imports are bought
from “Sellers”. ~Similarly, for so long as we do not have adequate shipping
services of our own, we cannot think of breaking away from the Conference
Lines. FEven in future, if it were so done, there would be disturbance in
the flow of cargo which would adversely effect cur exports.

Sir, we concede our helplessness in the matler and I request the
honourable Khawaja Sahib to keep all tlese points in view and I give
assurance that we are taking all the possible measures so that remedy is
obtained. I regref that there has been increase but it is a continuous
process for the last many years. 1 would request him not to press the
motion and we will see if we can make some other arrangement. I assure
him that we have not been slack in any form and there has been no failure
of the Federal Government. They can dictate their terms and we are trying
to negotiate further, and I will let the House know whatsoever are the
results in due course. So, he may not press it.

Mr. Depaty Chairman: | am sure that you are satisfied that the Govern-
ment was not sleeping.
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Malik Moﬁammad Akhtar: I have admitted thaf, Sir,

Mr. Deputy Chairman: The motion is not pressed.

Adjournment motions stand over. Now,; we come to the - leglslatxvc
work, Ifem No, 2, Itis ; ‘“Further conmderat]on”' -, :



MOTION RE : CONDUCT OF NATIONAL PRESS TRUST CF PAKISTAN 35

MOTION Re: APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO
INVESTIGATE INTO THE CAUSES OF TARBELA DAM
DISASTER

Mr. Deputy Chairman: I think, it was moved. Would you like it to be
discussed. '

Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Sir, I have requested Khawaja Sahib to
defer it till the time the Rules of Procedure Committee. ... ..

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: No. no, for the time being only.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar: All right. For the time being. Kindly defer
it for the time being. :

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Well, it is deferred for the time being. Next is
No. 3.

Yes, Mr. Zamarud Hussain,
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MOTION Re: CONDUCT OF NATIONAL PRESS TRUST
OF PAKISTAN

Mr. Zamarud Hussain: Sir, I beg to move:

««That the conduct of National Press Trust of Pakistan, which has
created an atmosphere of suspicion and mistrust among the masses and is
thereby darkening the future of democracy in  the country, ‘be taken into

consideration”

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Yes.

Makk Mohammad Akhtar: It is 0pposcd, sir. Let him continue.
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~ Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Point of Order, Sir. T am sorry I am inter-

rupting. I will request the honourable Senator not to use the word which
he is using, because that is unparliamentary. And secondly, Sir, he should
‘not_indulge .in such criticism because none of the persons from the National
Press Trust is over here to defend himself. He should only confine himself
to his resolution. It is an admitted resolution, I cannot object to it other-
wise. . If you look into it, Sir, it is not specific and he should confine himself
to the resolution and should not use such expressions which are un-
parliamentary, ; T le
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" Malik Mohammad Akhtar: This is a reference in réspéot of National
Press Trust and the Journalists are a very honourable community, Sir. :
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} Malik Mohammad Akhtar: If tomorrow they want resolution from
! PFUG for accusing and abusing, they are most welcome.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Point of Order, sir.. Sir, I am sorry that I
am bothering you and interrupting may dear friend. The resolution is
regarding the ‘‘conduct of National Press Trust of Pakistan which has
created an atmosphere of suspicion and mistrust”. He may say that they are
giving incorrect information. How can he refer to any advertisements and
other things? He should eonfine himself to specific point that there is mis-
reporting in National Press Trust, and he cannot go beyond that. 1 would
like to have your ruling. Otherwise, there will te very wide discussion and
we may reply to them that such an such paper was doing this and that and
we do not want this to be a point of controversy. Let him confine himself
to the incorrect reporting which has caused, as alleged by him, ¢‘atmosphere
of suspicion and mistrust”. These are two words, Sir, and kindly see that he
is relevant.
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 And these are, ‘‘and is thereby darkening thie future of democracy in the
country be taken into consideration”. ‘‘Darkening of the future of the

democracy” is also an most important part of this motion. Ferhaps heis

refering to-that part of this resolution.

I I e BT

- L@ oo relevant'

Please sit down for a momement. Let me hold ‘it that whatever you
have said that 'was irrelevant, because you were referring to the pollcy of the
Government that the Government was not giving the quota of the paper and
the advertlsement go dther papers 'I‘hat was not “connected w1th thc '
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Mian A,rif Lttjkhar “‘Mr Cha,,;mmg, with J:ega;d to this r«e,golutwn, I
wish to pomt ouf that there has been, to my knﬁwlgdge, no statement made
by the Government in which.it is snshringd, as a constitutional -prinsiple the-

external existence of this farce that:is known as National Press Trust. This

is pomt number 1. Pomt two: noBcdy could bc more conscious of the
afount o“r“ham As ‘a-matter of fact; Tawith-all-respacts beg-¢p differ with_
myﬁ;;cnd ssga,ta; Zamarud. Hussam when, .he says Lh.at an atmosphere is

being created of distrust, is being créated bfsuspicxon oris bemg darkened.”
I'say, no——that-is already.a fait accolpli:. Peaplexno. lagger have doubt .of,
what the National Press Trust is goingto publish.  There i is.no susmczqn“
about it. They know quite categorically it “has-succeeded -ingiving some- -

*Speech not corrected by:¢theie ourable:ser
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thing new in genetics, biology and certainly in journalism. ‘All things to all
men all the times’ said Abrahim Lincon. He may not have been a very good
journalist but he had little to do with democracy. I am sure that you can
befool some people for some time but not all the people for all time. The
National Press Trust has been passing through the hands of the various
captains of the industry including those who have used their personal in-
fluence with the Government to get, as has been mentioned—not the present
Government but past Government—loans in order to float their industry.
They have been made Chairman of the National Press Trust and have
been made in-charge of the newspapers, Pakistan Times, Imroz, Lailonahar,
Akhbari Khawateen, Morning News. What is the tragedy? The tragedy
lies, if a process exists, that process can only exist as the honourable
Minister has mentioned, when the owners of the means of production, if
means can be nationalised, if mines can be nationalised, if banks can be
nationalised, if insurance companies can be nationalised and their control
can be given over to workers who manage it why cannot the working
journalists without a threat of livelihood, without a threat of the fact that
they will be dismissed, without the threat of the fact that their children will
not have a roof over their heads should be allowed to be the owners of a
newspaper. It is only in a fascist and a totalitarian State that an institu-
tion like the Press Trust can ecxist. And for the information of the
honourable Senator, I may state that no one is more aware of it than
the Chairman of the Peoples Party—tke Prime Minister, Mr. Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto, because at the time when the combined masses of this country
were fighting against that fotalitarianism ; and that again is an under
statement; that was the Government of Field Marshal Mohammad Ayub
Khan, at that time when at the forefront was the Peoples Party, it was
against the Peoples Party and against Mr. Z.A. Bhutto that these very
National Press Trust bodies were blaming us and putting us in the wrong
that today arc doing both ‘hamd’ or ‘sana’ or ‘hymn’ whichever they
prefer. Nobody reads it as a paper. One can wrap up his shoes or socks
in it but it cannot be considered as a newspaper. [ would submit that
the Peoples Party's terms of office has not yet finisked, and as long as it
is there its pledge fowards the ending of the National Press Trust is there.
The charge can only come at that stage when the present government is
no longer in power then one can say that they have not done it.

[At this stage the chair was vacated by Mr. Deputy Chairman and
occupied by Mr. Chairman.) ;

Mian Arif Iftikhar: I would point out that the single motive behind
this Trust was the idea of crushing the forces of progress, of crushing the
forces that wanted to make the workers, the masses, the peasants, the
intelligentsia, the middle class, the actual masters of the wealth of this
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country. It was because of this protest of these newspapers—now in tho

National Press Trust and Progressive Papers Ltd.—that the foreign policy
should not be based upon expediency, the foreign policy should not be

based upon servility to American Neo Colonialism and materialism and

that there should be elections on the basis of adult franchise that these

newspapers were taken over. Itis not a personal issue. That is a very

separate question. One has lost more property than that in-the land reforms.

Well, it is very ironic that today that origanization still exists. It has changed
many Bosses many Chairman. No. doubt they all go to the Dhobi Ghat and

change it but when the mandate of the Peoples Party will only come to an
end, it will be accused of having gone back on its mandate, when it refused
to break the National Press Trust. It has not doneso. I agree with you
entirely that there is a convenient oblitration of all speeches that are consider-
ed to be derogatory or even mildly critical. That people have succeeded in
making money out of it. That a concern that had Mr. Chairman, Sir, in
its reserve thirty five lakhs of rupees the day it was taken over by the Martial
Law regime of Field Marshal Mohammad Ayub Khan is today a newspaper
that is in debt to the tune of many crores and it is a challenge for every one
to be able to deny the fact that it is so. Many sidelines have been started.

Many people have profitted from it and set up industries out of it. I say if
the journalists ‘are fit enough to report the news of the country, why cannot
the journalists of this country be fit enough to own the press of this country

whether that ke of the right or left because it is only in the clash of dialectic
opinion, it is only in the right to be able to differ that you can call yourself
a democracy otherwise, Sir, the prescnt state of press in this country is
utterly deplorable

1 say whereas the Peoples Party has fulfilled its mandate with regard to
land refbrms, banks, insurance companies and with regard to so many other
reforms that have been brought about than Inshallah-al-Aziz it will also fulfil
its mandate in this regard, and thxs very black wage will end, because since
the banning of ‘Al-Hilal” and ‘Al-Balagh’ newspapers belonging to Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad in the hlstory oi‘ Journahsm a most scandalous institution
has not been brou;ght into existerice at least in the sub-continesrit than the
National Press Trust. 1 am convinced as an humble member of the Peoples
Party that the Pakistan Peoples Party will keep its pledge and that this
organization will be disbanded and its wealth, its freedom, its right shall
belong to those who prowde that wealfh and th ha ve the nght to exercmc
that rlght i

Mr Chairman Thank you. Now theré are three épéékéré Jeft on hy Tist.
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Mr. Chairman: Do You want your name to be included?

ol o s phip Jos aalg

Mr. Chairman: It is included in the list. All right, I now give the floor
to Mr. Shahzad Gul. '

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum Khan: May I respectfully ask whether there is any
chance of the next item to come?

Mr. Chairman: Well it is upto you, if you can sit for long time it may.

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum Khan : I wanted to know how long the House
may sit.

Mpr. Chairman: 1t depends on the House. As far as I am concerned, I
can sit till any time. I have been working since morning without any
break _

Shenkh Mohammad Rashid: Sir, I think, item No. 10 will not come
today? . _

‘Mr. Chairman: You are on Safer: ground, but take care that the quorum
does not break Now, I give the floor to Mr. ‘Shahzad Gul.

6T 5 e el JETE 1 al g 1905 calie ¢ F 3l il
| | -§ 08 e e
M. Chairman: I think, normnlly the -mover of the motion and the

Minister.- concerned-who. replies will have thirty minutes at their disposal and
the other Members have ten minutes. .

1 thmk that procedure is being followcd°
Khawa]a Mohammad Safdar Yes, Sir.
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“Sir, may I point out that this Trust was made with the purpose of
confrolling the entire news media. Now, sir, what originated, why it was

originated, what was the worry and why it was so that Ayub regime was
bothered-about” ?
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar: No, sir. Let him read all. I never opposed
the Constitution. I made certain aecusationsagainst the Ayub reg me.
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“Sg,51r,1h15 Nastmnal Press Trust is 111eg1t1matc child of Ayub.Khan’s
dlctatq:shxp I will say that even if the present Chajrman will not behave
and will work against the ifiterests of workmg journalists, I can assure him
and 1 wara-him: that I will exactly fight with. him asId;dagamstﬁ A,
Ra}hma.n” ‘ .
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M. Shahzad Gul: Sir, for the promotion of the journalism in the country
whatever exisited had to be continued. Sir, may I addinthe end that |
would advise the Government, as they have taken over the industies, as they
have nationalised insurance companies, let them nationalise all these news-
papers and run them under the National Press Trust, and hand it over to the
journalists. 1ts management would be taken and run by those people.
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much. Now, next Haji Nimatullah Khan.
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much.
Yes, Khawaja Sahib.

Sl Gyle Qlge o owe ‘,_@z» Loyt sem g__,‘L..;x e 'J"“’f'_',,f?_'éf

Sl e 03 ,\r ool ol msl & (Fop e 5 e & el
K A n..ﬁa. g.,a.a k_ﬁa) oKy 45 g_iLa Ls“"" uilunm éfu urJZ-
IV P W e K ada o S Quail 1n oud [y Aot
& bkl B Al ol 4 ogeil o\a,.ff e (SP .1,,?[3’ S e 2 )L;na S5
)IJnawaa z P ) ra-l:l;l)d)_) 0deace }jf LﬁJh b Gerem "y o kS
B s s a plse & S Gl L e i c_}km 15 e T
el dLa e 5 ;_wr ygs el 09 e [gn 13 edes pom
day u‘“‘" Ls‘-?' ‘_,_g,u«- ¥ o spla £ Jlo o w—( o {I & paBse
Olee o8 o ot W S g B 3 g (S5 o U L gl
T o e Sl iyl

e T e B S plse 55 ()b S 45~ ,» mandete Ll

u-«* db (_QJM £ Loy Laf)l 5| aed £J vl G ob e S Sl Lgu,
cal Ul sl Ju. -un sl S urias® ekl Gl oo &3l 4
P K by pre PR BpTperS L SR ST R
6"” unc .c-,qu i L Qr- It Yok ujb wlau*bﬂ K olppess
Ay al» 4 dmj oS~ - (_ﬂ Ome Ll ‘_}hs de u:km g3 w5 Cl
i i e £ il oy ATE g Sl i ol il



MOTION RE @ CONDUCT OF NATIONAL PRESS TRUST OF PAKISTAN 57

Qe g0 5 Jloa S 0gS T flre 55 jun S 57 55 537 5 42
ol 550N el Uf_‘,S" el & eale ol o e e

o g

e ual;:. g_:,.,_? uf.g' _}.S/ L_&’JLM:.LI fla.ﬁ )}I la-ﬁ c.l?-.-,;ln e JL:’J
o L O Ll g4l 425 ¢ g5 dmue Sy Lt e ool L) IS
s whyle o Cilara S ca el gds A5 5‘0‘51,.5/&\4 X 43,:
el of gy ® & AL sla &b 0y 457 e Llep olal 2 _als
= Ql <) a1 ades SOl ag 570 LS bl (o (2 ol a2
.d_ L.JL;- LJJ-" )Jn-a —om éf b_;’ i' f-u dr L....A%-LM? UM'J‘\-\- c.)c.ﬁnj.o J_J
d}‘b Lg U"f"jl Solalaa e!aa.. L5 Lg,f) FJL!J,) A:::Lﬁ_‘« waj o UL.“A
.BJ‘}: .._}:a wj o (J.-,mJ g UK e ke 5D 23_::1.;53 as Oiﬁj U“'G')
ih})&u uw.-.“,\ 'Jf &9 J_j’ Lﬁ-; » .JJ&:; JJ“ Kw’ _L-@.J c._..?:é £ truSﬁes UT
gt ke o b be Kol el ool 2l s Sl as < 4wl &
Pl O el edgmpe 45T & & e K o 15 o A2 K ey
oo allal ST bt it (_j.,w < ol Gyl 03sampe (Syladed 3
_v,..) 4 o\j’ L/(S‘ ,_J__ uxiﬁp Jl.‘-":: 9’ k..’_)i& Ula-o p-w_}.b r.}..i d__ ,.»0 UL’L"‘ é:
AL LJ d{}f g:@-r o u:.x . ok & .g.wh£ AC-K U'ed,ﬁ" a3 ‘f"__ .\1..: and
fLC« -\f Jed U;‘ ubz: e U' o J t_—“ e )‘9’ u,s_,.s u@-«ﬁ _)_9'
Qd‘_, J ’..1...3 4’__ u.rdla- &-J_}h,a 43 uﬁ.) d,__ st 63" C‘-’J e ?_}j

Q& LS“ & 511"’ 4 U‘LL"“ ﬁri u*hﬂ)b:&' Qlae -

LS e Ml J.J o w:,(; o324 41 45 g5 fat accomph
| R NN

53, e Be s oo 51 yls;5” _,f"__ EagSn uul AT

JON & 6 i B Ea% Ssaie ¢ L 305 557 gy el
BEE LIeox gb u")f‘ U SRS M‘éaw)_,’ & G é’a.,cﬁsd.&'nh:l
sl B S oreE e U Zl @yl § 5 4 e
E’ S & & f--\’ SIS o E RS W &—JM‘
”'; 5t of = —U“.z }la GaSy o Sl 51 5 2ol el &

S ol 3 &)1;;.3{;&: gfuj‘ﬁ(c«w)ﬂﬁnédf_,aﬁl a5 u*s’ '

dﬁ;&a f&d Q"" u-ﬁ-‘a _)Jf Qu_,a- ))T a..“._; UL«JfJ}wa ugfq ét—ﬂg'




58 | - SENATE OF PAKISIAN [17th January, 1975

[ hawaja Mohammad Safdar]

g la gS Cy a3 as” g_,l 83 Jb =1 ¢3 GLA hl.é_}_pi & s.}bj.@..a_jq.
5 el gl Syle Ol p# e R S o & oS o S8 a5”
Kl U')L«&l 2_ (.._ﬂWJ 5\5/ (e éa Lmany AJ L__;‘ t.f}) AS” ij v S’quote

S O 0w (0 é:.gﬂ A 4_-@'9 -@-’J
<

ol = U e
S ‘,._,g.f'.,:g 23l L s jf U gamsd i'):S: d:i‘l K Jged O)j.«.w‘ i

lo § gyl el .rlé.c.r_):j) oS fl'ngjf e C)""-;"‘-' =
A5 e U 2 aafy Dy er eis § OF e 55 oo
o s e A P09 4 L) o A ~".§fw¢9 ol 2 osr!
5 b e o g~ & ol a5 o i Wyee S Wik o A 2y
A ol S b A AU W0 el S o e bl
&,uj’a' i 2)!5 o3, ol ool ‘:.uol;.uj\e 85 gt 2@: S
el B> Ay Voymre la & & ayla Lleesd dy e & whlal 4 5
R T S T Sl Ep Oleal e 2 p? o el &5 B s
W g S e -3 S b S
el dgysil £ B el SOl Yo walia K u9s ya2 W PESE
Tk e t-‘_}.:,,a 5 =& ST 22 wap e g8 a5 Lt P
Q_B.al?-.p J,H.w u:l.f-.: sla U“" Ja B u.@.slu_}b b;uv_)s i \_{11
4 a;..t? [ A, et Usly L) e Pl e 8 or 85

e
Caee 92 J.JJD mf‘z_ L.” 2 ‘__,.:-\,a umﬁf.«a-
,,_,,::z-l.qa d.r fj i__ d"{"}ij’ :‘."._ L»S’ L—.J Q}J ‘.-w-!' g_,.-ﬁ-Lgo JL@&_}J A_,

5(» .o_, wl_g Jjub_a d)ﬁad_ .;L,J‘bl d_,_)Lm a.f{_ A3 ub

wb.h o_9 (I *fﬁagﬁ‘ﬂﬁls U"J" Jwb gS)muga _) )_,isu.ba g u..b
A»_j\.ha-. c.‘aja_y h U‘b &J)&:- d_.)\m J.\ J_,Ja

L.-Jrlji:\: 0.)‘5,‘:.‘5;0 &d)b Lm.l L\ U

e A ‘s_’_; ,5‘ uml.bj o d._)b* u““‘ u"’r"'t’“J‘ U““”%"g&i

B <t

e LS‘le u.,laj du 429




MOTION RE ! CONDUCT OF NATIONAL PRESS TRUST OF PAKISTAN 59

P N ST P L SIS h SKsw N e 25 W
u..i.‘ Ol NI Gilia "L.S"f‘ G LS S = LJU&) _95’0[ 13 ed e
Slladl s ol L ol pled F gk ek & Jla e Jlo
033mer (P Jla oo e 15 i’:j/ SoRE Lo e -
& LI 4 il 5 C)*Jol Gt 55 Wk 035m0 2 ol Ot s
W e Dy i UaJs Made el Sy gsb S8 Ay &Y elm fi as
ol sl Gyle pit A5 luga @y el W (i Jg Sef 55 W s
Oliad |y B Koy Jodid g B0y B 4y 09595 L 4y A e LS 2
P a‘_ Syl ad SQ« - 4;, -GS (G)len & OS5 BNs 2§yl &
Kol byla b alew b B Sl Gal 552 ylol adlss S
Bgn o8 5 adle gl S5 U K $e S S WL fb/ Lle
Sl G S Ko el U E ol § Ko el (57
oo o U o3 853 dsd e Ugs Upo ok ol aile 5§ Koyl
syl & g el ale 20 Ula L7 e s dasdyf 22 Gl
e b dosd 5 g__, u_wl ety LS sy 5 el @l el o Slaj
e Ul 3Lyl e & 2 cenlo ale g Agf’ o by ya e K W57
JE 035 28 o @8 SOl e £ 5 el Sl 9 &5
olsl 4 ST Ko ysl Kles Lo are Sl 257 s a5 o whlas &
el Bl é‘ J'JT Sond b 4;1»3‘/ 2 dmdge cs"‘"[ - 2._‘9-35“ it 3ol iy
Guyd oK A S B 0SS e g wedd & el ala N
53! 4;" ij G 43’-‘.*) “r-"/ as éf*# fo:*.z‘.% Glia -KJ“U*W
“0sp AKs 2 Kily 03gm G o> 4pS™ 1 09 e

ce Plpel whe oot gl e N Glia oplde Jad dinlys

oK b e 503 il we Faey o STl Ao e BT 8 g a5
& P re® o

q_ PJ[.D CJ é:_ 735 _9 uﬂqﬂ &*! u—ﬂﬂ e _9{ cf_,)!é‘ 4.-”_5.13 Uwf (;J o

JJ’ (_“_.. U‘h é: (_inms _9:5 - d_ i...v-JLdl LS rna 4\».3_‘9_) A3 ...d‘_ l.s!:) l::- L\.b'

w! )_9[ d... d..\ 3 K rjl Al ”'U“b Lo JJ?H & wa_&fzx- uB_Q.w' x_(:h

‘:‘_*._‘_,.sl,... o wélp" A - a:_ uﬂb ,}: ....w_5§=- w’;_g:w} n\alaf 4 _,4 )_,L



60 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [17th January, 1975
Mr Chamnan Thank you vcry much.

Now th.; Iagt Spc:lkﬂg is the Minister.
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* Mr. Chaitmn: “Save with the permission of the Chalrman a speech on
a rcselutmn shall not«cxcecd ten minutes”. .

Malik Mohamgad Akhtar: That is a spec:ﬁc rule, Sir, and the other is
a geggggl rulc He has avgxled of his time 13 mmyjc&

M. Chajrman: The question is whether the mover has right of reply.

- Malik Mebammad Akhtar I don't consider, Sir, that there is any r:ght
of repg _____
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Ma@k Mahammad Akhtar Rule 199 I havc seen that, Su'
: Mr Chémmag What is tha,;"
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Mr. Chairman: There is no such thing, you see. It is quite plain.

““A. Member who has made a motion; may speak by way of reply, and
if the motion has been made by a private member, the Minister concerned
may speak after the mover has replied”.

So, this is general.
Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Then let him make a reply, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: But there is one thing, if you could have referred me
to (4) that he can’t do it by way of right of reply, it is only with the per-
mission of the Chairman. He may speak by way of reply before you speak,
and you will be the last one to wind up the debate. But nothing in sub-
rule (3), shall be deemsd to give any right of reply to the mover of an
amendment to a Bill, resolution or motion; save with the permission of the

Chairman.

Now, I give you permission, Mr. Zamarud Hussain. But you will only
speak for 10 minutes. Don’t make a long speech. This is conditional.
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Don't make a long speech. This is conditional that you will speak only-.
for 10 mmutcs
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Mr. Niamatullah Khan: I am on a point of order, Sir,

He is not supportmg because it is not unanimous.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Sir, this irrelevant.
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Thank you very much.

Yes, Malik Akhtar.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Mr. Chairman, I hope 1 haye got 30 minutes.
Mr. Chairman: With my permission.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar: With your permission. Mr. Chairman, this is
a vital issue which we have been debating and discussing in this House; and
it is so horrible and awful and terrible that T have here the audacity of the
Members of the Opposition to make outrageous onslaughts on working
journalisfs. The very words of the Resolution of the honourable Member
are that the conduct of the National Press Trust of Pakistan has created an
atmosphere of suspicion—the conduct of the National Press Trust. Now,
Sir, what does the word ‘conduct’ denote? That does not mean the conduct
of the Managing Agency, that does not mean the conduct of the Government.
They have made severe criticism and used abusive language even against the
conduct of the working journalists, and it is my duty and I am honour-bound
to defend this noble profession of journalism, whether a journalist belongs to
the institution called the National Press Trust or whether a journalist be-
Img;l to any other paper which the Oppositicon claims to be their paper. I
/ because all the newspapers including the papers owned by the
nal Pross Trust arc independent papers. ~ Sir, T refute the charge. Now,
- Teome to the second part of the resolution.

Mr. Chajrman: There is no resolution.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar: It is the motion, I am sorry. Now, I come
to the second part of the motion that the conduct of the journalists has
created suspensc and mistrust. The allegation is a misreporting of what is
being done by the papers owned by the Trust. Sir, I categarically deny.
The Trust is doing its function. The basic policy of the Trust isto keep the
people of Pakistan well informed and, Sir, the Trust is performing this
function. The Trust is exposing certain persons who sit and conspire to
disintegrate Pakistan. They accuse that the Trust is misreporting.

Sir, these bomb blasts, thesc activities of violence by certain group of
people, I will not name any political party, when this is being reported; then
conspiracies held outside the country when they are being reported by the
Press Trust, naturally it pinches the shoes and the reason is there.

Mr. Chairman: The shoe pinches.
Malik Mohammad Akhtar: The shoe pinches and the reason is there.

~ Then, Sir, I would say I have_'got respect, I have got great honour for
this profassion of the working journalists, whether a working journalist is
employed in any institution owned by any person- and this is unprecedented '
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that the working journalists have teen abused by the honourable Members
of this House in a manner which is uncalled for and unprecedented.
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Mzslik Moh2mmad Akhtar: Then, Sir, it is the moral and basic duty of
the papers of the Trust to expose thcse elements who did not believe in the
creation of Pakistan, ard who are as yet bent upon further disintegrating the
whatscever is left of this part of the country which is the major part of
Pakistan.

Then, Sir, they have been very generous. Ncw, lcck af their contradic-
tory statements, althcugh I do not cwn this statement. They say that the
Chairman of the National Press Trust has written a letter to the Gcvernment
that fifty lakhs of rupees be given to him. I do not kncw whetker any such
letter has been written. Then ancther accusaticn has been made that this
instituticn cwes crores of rupees and at the same time they say please hand it
over to the working journalists. That means, they want indirectly that this |
institution may financially, if tte allegaticns are ccrrect, collapse and all these
papers whatever is their number they may stop publication. Isthis a service?
This is the biggest dis-service which they intend to do by making such pro-
posals that the working journalists may be entrapped in a way that all these
dues may be paid by them or they may be made liable for the payment of such
alleged taxes. ‘ s

Now, Sir, I will again add that the present regime believes in freed—em of
press. Of course, this institution was taken over by previcus regimes but
where is the harm when a certain instituticn which is not, according to their
version making its both ends meet, tke present government finances it? The _
present Government is financing this institution directly or indirectly and we
are getting good newspapers.

Then, let us come to the quality of the newspapers. Let us compare
Pakistan Times as it is published with the other newspapers. Let us look at
the prompt news which ‘Imrcze’ gives. I may pomt cut that I am not con-
demning any paper. We have got very good papers like SUN, DAWN and
other papers. Now, if there are more than half a dozen english papers—some
pericdicals and some weeklies why should we do away with this institution
and have all these papers stopped ? Sir, I consider that the _present government
is doing a big service by taking such measures that this msntutwn is surviving
and all the peOpIe partlcularly of this area-—PunJab are being beneﬁted w1th
the continuance and the publication of these papers ' ‘



MOTION RE : CONDUCT OF NATIONAL PRESS TRUST OF PAKISTAN 67

Then, Sir, much has been said, although it is not relevant that the
Government is bribing this institution with advertisement. Well, Sir, there is
a certain system in the distribution of official advertisement, Government
advertisement and the advertisement of autonomous bodies. It is done on the
basis of certain mathematics. They look into the affairs of each and every
paper. Proper auditing is done and after auditing is done then circulaticn is
established and it is only then that advertisements are distributed amcngst
all the paper. Even the papers of the Opposition are getting advertisements
provided their circulation is upto the mark.

Now, Sir, they allege that the Government is probably favouring this
institution and T categorically deny that no favour is being done to the papers
of the Trust. They are getting what is their due and in accordance with their
circulation.

[ want to keep my standard of speech and I do not want to go to that
extent but I am sorry to say and I have got to answer my friend who has
slipped away, they have made certain demands and I refuse to accept any of
those demands. They want this Government to bribe them. This Government
is not so weak a Government as to bribe any political party. With these
small motions which they have moved, they want to blackmail us. They have
made certain suggestions which I bave not cared to take note of. Sir, we have
fought elections. We have faced Ayub. We have faced Yahya. We have
sanatched the power from military dictatcr. Who could snatch this power
except Mr. Z.A. Bhutto? These people who arc begging advertisements,
making requests that certain papers may be opened for them. We did not
make such requests to Anjuman which is running orphanage.

o 8 Glpml e S5 Sel Bk 4 1 F ol qilia

Malik Mohammsad Akhtar: Then, Sir, I would say that by the survival
of the National Press Trust, we have raised the standard of living of the
working journalists. They are accusing us that we have closed twenty papers.
Sir, this Government has appointed Wage Boards headed by highly placed
persons and in many cases Judges of High Court and award is there. We are
giving reasonable, not only reasonable but we are giving all the facilities to
the working journalists in the country whether they belong to the Opposition,
whether they belong to Government. All of those working journalists are
getting facilities and their scales of pay are being revised. How can they say
that this Government is anti-journalist? This Government has created so
many institutions. The other day, I made a statement in reply to a question
in the National Assembly that soon a Registrar is to be appointed, and hLe is
going to look into many affairs and many complaints, and as yet even now
there is a certain institution which has existed, which is looking into the
implementation of the Wage Board award which was given earlier and the
next wage award has also been given.
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Now, Sir, I consider there is no truth in what they say. They had only
two point which they could make. The first point is that they want that
their activities and the activities of their associates, 1 am not naming any
political leader, I will not name any political party; they want thattheir
- malicious activities, their treacherous activities to disintegrate Pakistan may
be covered and there should be none to expose them.

The second thing T would again say, although it will be a repetition, the
cat is out of the bag, and they want the Government to be blackmailed, which
I again repeat that we refuse to be blackmailed by this tiny Opposition, and
by the people who lost all the seats in 1970 Elections except four in NWEP
and three in Baluchistan. They want to blackmail us and they want to get
undue advantage from us. Sir, now I would say that we believe in freedom
of Press. We are tiying to introduce the same norms for the Press which are
internationally admifted. We are sending the working journalists from time
to t'me and repeatedly on foreign tours. Then, sir, we ensured that no
newspaper, whether it is a Trust paper; whether it is a private owned paper,
no owner of a newspaper is harsh to the working journalists. Then, sir, I
would say that advertisement I have dealt with. Let them bring any of the
cases to my notice in which due advertisements are not given to' :any of the
papers which has got its circulation duly audited, I take the: rcspon31b111tv that
justice will be done in that case.

Mr. Shabzad Gul: You are not Incharge of that Department.
Malsk Mohammad Akhtar: I am accountable for your mformdtxon
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'Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Sir, 1 have already said thaf the factual posi-

“tion is that the National Press is giving lead to the people to understand the
actual happenings in the country. Then, sir, a very serious charge has been

lavelled against the working journalists. TFirstly, they have condemned the

conduct of the working journalists ‘that they are misreporting. All right,

that-could be a matter of opinion. Then they say: ¢....is thereby darkening

the future of the democracy in the country”. Look at them. These friends

- of ‘mine say that the conduct: of. the working journalists working in-the
National Press Trust was darkening the future of democracy My frionds,‘

I saw with these two eyes in 1960 or 1961 .. ...,
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you. This is no point of order.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar: He should have been wise enough to get it
drafted from some wise man. Sir, [ saw these brave journalists with banners,
with slogans marched against the imposition of Martial law and Khawaja
Safdar would bear me out that they were the first to violate Martial Law
Regulation and marched on the Mall Road giving slogans that they would not
accept the law imposed by Ayub regime in respect of control. That law had
to be withdrawn within a fortnight and Ayub had to negotiate with them
whet fie wes @ fulBedend dlotator md these gentlemen, these champions of
democracy are. sayingthat...... _
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Ayub Khan Sahib. Are you satisfied now?

When Field Marshal Mohammad Ayub Khan, the dict‘atc}r, wanted to curb

the freedom of Press, the politicians, the rafs who had gone inm holes, who
had been EBDOed did not come out.

- / )
ol L}“’ _5.: L@.: Seampt 09 Leadx -c"'_ {n{)&%aj "FDI)‘@{:& ‘-_JL.-O-

- R d_.) ‘\7«(_9-’ 4"_. {? }ka c_9 g é.& ﬁfu..;,a 43
Mr. Chairman: No, no. Géntelman, don’t interfere. :

Malik Mohammad Akhtar: have gof a witness over here. -
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar: 1 have got witnesses in this House, Khawaja
Safdar and the worthy Chairman. I fought against Ayub Khan for ten years.
Mr. Shahzad Gul: Where was your Chairman ?
o Sl e Sl
Malik Mohammad Akhtar: So, sir, than these rats were in holes,
Mr. Chairman: Do not call'them rats,
Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Not these people. These politicians. . . . ..
Mr. Chairman: No, no. You are also a politician.
-~ Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: On a point of information, sir.
Mr. Chairman: Yes, wait, One at a fime.
Khawaja Mohamméd Safdar: I am ona point of information.
Mr. Cha’rman: No, no. Mr, Shahzad Gul was on his legs. That is
‘why I said one at a time. " : '

- Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: Point of information, sir.
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Sevetield Marshal Mohammad Ayub Khan. i, ..z
Mr. Zamarud Hussain: Point oforder, sir, - .

Mr Chairman: You can ogiy:,gay late. ... ..
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Mr. Chairman: T cannot force him to reply. |
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Iam grateful to you. No, sir, 1 am very very serious. Kindly listen
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- ‘Mallk Motammad Akhtar: If they want so we can close and let the
discussion be continued. o N el

Mr. Chairman: But under the rules you can have only half an hour.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar: All right.r How many minufes, sir, O that

Mr. Chairman: Hardly half a minute is left but I give you five minutes.

Malik Moh mimad Akhtar: Allright, sir. Then I will only repeat the
:ncident when the politicians were EBDOed and they had disappeared from the —
political scene. The Martial Law was there and all that does happen
during Martial Law was happening.. The Martial Law Courts were there.
A Law was imposed and the working journalists were the first to violate
those regulations and they took out'a big rprocessiozi-i.,,for-rthe rqstg;{atign of
democracy and for freedom ofPress. The concluding lines of the resolution
are that......MayI repeat'agé.iri,"sir,' It is of great intetest. - S
Mr, Chairman: Yes, SLUh BERE Pl STl e
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Excuse me for the repetition. ‘*That the
conduct of National Press Trust of Pakistan which has created an atmos-
phere of suspicion and mistrust among the masses and is thereby darkening

the future of democracy in the country...... ”

Sir, the working Journalists are the most honourable class of this
counfry. They are the bravest class. When the Army is fighting, they are
with the Army on the forefront in the range of cannons. When a person
is dying in hospital due to some accident or otherwise, then they are work-
ing as a Doctor. When certain other experiments are being taken in some
laboratory, the working Journalist is a scientist. Now, they are accusing this
class. I have got all the respect and with all the words at my command,
I respect the entire working journalist class of this country, whether they
belong to opposition or whether they belong to thisside. They have got
their own views. I consider that the present regime under Mr. Zulfigar Ali
Bhutto is the Champion and he has given all the protection and he has
ensured that there is freedom of press and we are introducing all the norms
that the press gets fullest freedom and, sir, with these words, although. .....
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Mr. Chairman: Now, this motnon has been tqlked out
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There is another motion. I do not think whether the House is in
mood to work further.
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Mr. Chalrman: Tomorrow we are moeting in a joint sitting at 10.00 a.m.
Most probably we will be free by 12,30, We will start our Senate sitting

at 12,0, 'The Senate will meet tomorrow at 12.30.

e
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g adjourned till half past twelve of the clock on saturday,







