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SENATE DEBATES

SENATE OF PAKISTAN

Monday, June 30, 1975

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Chamber, (State Bank
Building), Islamabad, at ten of the clock in the morning, Mr. Deputy
Chairman (Mr. Tahir Mohammad Khan) in the Chair.
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Recitation from the Holy Quran

STATEMENTS RE : SIXTH FEBRUARY AGREEMET BETWEEN.
TREASURY BENCHES AND THE OPPOSITION
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Mr. Mohammad Hashim Gilzai : With your permission, Sir, I want.
to make a short statement.
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It will be a sort of personal explanation?; it will be brief and
goncise ; and it will not be controversial.
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*Speech not corrected by the honourable Senator.
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STATEMENTS Re : SIXTH FEBRUARY AGREEMZNT BETWEEN TREASURY 3
BENEHFS AND THE OPPOSITION
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STATEMENTS Re : SIXTH FEBRUARY AGREEMENT BETWEEN TREASURY b
BENCHES AND THE OPPOSITION
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" Mr. ﬁeputy Chairman : Who will reply ?
Malik Mohammad Akhtar : I will reply, Sir.
Mr. Deputy Chairman : Yes.

-+ *Malik Mohammad Akhtar (Minister of State for Parliamentary Affair):
*Mr. Chairman, Sir, I am grateful to you as well as to answer my honosur-
able Colleagues that they have honoured me to certain claims and allega-
tions made by the Opposition at large in National Assembly, and over.
here and in the Provincial Assemblies. Mr. Chairman, Sir, unfortuna-
tely, and now I should say fortunately—why should I use the word
unfortunatély —certain claims were made by the Opposition at earlier
stages that on 6th February the Government had conceded to a very grea§
extent to meet all their demands or some of their demands. 1 pointed
out-to them once when they came to the House in connection with one
of the privilege motions that the agreement, I should say that it was
only an agreement and not an accoird, a-conceptual accord. That agree-
ment was made in respect of some procedural matters. I would like
to make it clear to-the Nation that there was only an agreement in

p—

- *»*Si)éééh not corrected by the honourable Minister. 1}




STATEMENTS Re : SIXTH FEBRUARY AGREEMENT BEiWEEN TREASURY F
BENCHES AND 1HE OPPOSITION ‘

respect of some procedures on the 6th of February between the Opposi-
tion and the majority Party and they have confessed that. It is matter
of record. You can check up from the record. Sir, they claim that
there should be freedom of expression to all the Members in all the
Assemblies. Who has refused that ? And I can boast that the Senate
has got the maximum freedom of expression and Khawaja Safdar will
certainly, honestly appreciate when I make that claim. Sir, they have:
got freedom of expression, and still they wanted assurance for that.
Then there were certain other matters : how questions will be put, how
adjournment mctions will be dealt with, how legislation will be done.
Then there was 2nother the important point. Sir, they said they should be
taken into confidence on controversial issues. Sir, my senior colleague,
Mr. Pirzada, rightly pointed out that almost all the matters in the
Assembly are controversial. We agreed and we still concede ‘the right
to consult them. Sir, kindly tell your Secretary to get a copy of the
proceedings of the 6th February. It was clearly stated by Mr. Pirzada
in reply to the claim made by honourable Professor Ghafoor,
Member of the National Assembly, that “‘in controversial matters we will
consult you.”” We still possess that right that the matter will be decided
by majority vote. Sir, itisa question of record and I throw myself
open to privilege motion and to the breach of privilege of the National
Assembly as well as of the Senate if these words are not there that the
majority is not surrendering this right to out-vote, but, of course, the
assurance was there that we would take the Opposition in confidence on
controversial matters. Sir, then there was something about adjourn-
ment motions, They tad similar complaint on questions and procedure.
In short, I do not want to make a lengthy statement but I make the
statement with full respensibility and I challenge any of the Members.
or Non-Members or any Politician who is allied with Opposition. We
only arrived on an agreement in respect of working of the Assembly
and the Senate and that was, Sir,in respect of certain procedural

matters.
Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Quite right.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : I am grateful to you. 1 expected it
from you.

Now, Sir, the second part. Sir, it was made clear to the:
Opposition that the honourable Leader of the House, the honourable
Prime Minister, is away, and as regards the privileges of the Members,.
we can jointly make proposals and take a final decision when he comes..
1 do not think they will deny this.

Sir, we mnever assured them. That was the only proposal
from the Cpposition side in respect of attendance of Members.
and that proposal was yet to be worked out when suddenly
our beloved colleague, our beloved leader Hayat Muhammad Khan
Sherpao was assassinated on the 8th February, and we had summoned
the Assembly to take up an emergent matter which they considered.
We do not consider that we violated that agreement. It is not correct.
Sir, we adopted the procedure part of the agreement and we still
stick to that. Under the agreement we never agreed but we left debate
and discussion and negotiations for the return of the Prime Minister.
Then, Sir, you check the records. 1 again throw myself open to any
privilege motion, to any breach of privilege and even prosecution. All
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the allegations which they have repeated in respect of character assas-
sination and that the Government was doing this and that the Govt.
was doing that, all that were categorically denied by Mr. Pirzada in
the' House when the same statement was made by Professor Ghafoor.
Similarly, I categorically deny that we did character assassination of
any Member of the National Assembly, and the Opposition is not justifi-
ed in repeating all that,

Then, something was said about the News Media. Sir, I consider
‘that the News Media is performing its duty honestly — after all on TV in
a minute or two how much coverage can be given. How is it
possible to give the entire coverage to what is done in the National
Assembly or the Senate.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Let us divide the (ime into halves.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : We are prepared to divide the time.
‘Then, Sir, it is the question of newspapers. All the newspapers have
their own thinking. I cannot claim that with certuin newspapers
belonging to the Opposition and having political differences with me. The
-newspapers are free. Sir, they are hitting at the freedom of the Press.
‘On the one side they are claiming that democracy should be there and on
‘the other side they are assassinating the freedom of the Press. That is a
contradictory stand. Freedom of the Press is as important as democracy
dtself. Thus, I refute the allegation. It is also alleged that certain measures
‘were taken by the Government to arrest Members. If uny Member is
-arrested, I cannot go into the merits because the matter is subjudice.
‘Nor, Sir, this House can do anything. When the case is pending in the
Court, nothing can be done. At no stage this thing is possible.

Then, Sir, I have to say that there was an agreement in respect of
procedural matters, in respect of questions, privilege motions, adjourn-
‘ment motions and preparation of agenda, and we were even prepared to
attend to controversial issues. These four points were agreed to. The 5th
point was that we would consult them on controversial matters but our
'right to vote was not surrendered. The allegation of character assas-
-simation was refuted immediately, when the Opposition came in the
‘House, by my colleague Mr. Pirzada, and I still refute that.

As far as news media is concerned, we consider that maximum

publicity has been given to Khawaja Safdar. 1 claim that and [ can
produce what is said on radio, because he is a Member and a very
"honourable Member of the Senate. I refute that the news media, and
‘Radio Pakistan, have ever done step-motherly treatment to the Members
-of Opposition. Then, Sir, as far as papers are concerned, I will be the
“last man to agree that they should be banned. There should be freedom
“of the Press. Sir, how will our democracy be assessed if we areto cut
‘the freedom of the Press. As far as those cases are concerned, the
‘cases are at present under trial before the Court, and I consider it is
“not fair to say anything. It is premature until the Courts decide. So
‘I refute. In short, there was agreement on certain procedural matters
«and then I will ask Khawaja Safdar, whether such agreement was not
‘there before also. ‘ (
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Did not we have that agreement between the Opposition and
the Government in the West Pakistan Assembly? Didn’t we have it
over here? Didn’t we consult the Opposition on controversial matters?
Did we ever go against their wishes 7 Did we veto them? Of course, the
right to vote is always with the majority party. Itis a brute allegation
against the Government. It is unfair allegation against the Government
that the Government has violated the 6th February agreement in any
form either directly or indirectly, expressly or impliedly, The procedure
is there and that procedure is being followed here as well as there, and
f think, the Opposition should read the proceedings of 6th February and
should take its seat and participate in the House. And then, Sir, some-
thing else was said. Sir, it is none of our duty to bring them to this
House. Then, Sir, as far as quorum is concerned, 1 categorically deny
that any measure was passed in the National Assembly without

quorum.

Then, Sir, I may remind them that they have taken an oath to per-
form their duties honestly and diligently according to the Constitution.
Then, there is a provision that they have got to work here in the Senate
for ninety days. Now, Sir, are they performing their duties diligently.
I do not attack their motives, Sir. I consider the entire blame is on the
Opposition. Whatever we agreed we have been honouring that. Sir,
unfortunately 1do not know how this Tehrik has been developed in
this country by Opposition—6th February, 6th February, ¢th February.
Yes, we agreed on procedural matters and we stick to the agreement.
For Heavens’ sake you perform your duties honestly - in accordance with
the Constitution, in accordance with the oath which you took, and come
and participate, and i am nobody to make you that request. It is your
own duty, it is your own conscience which should persuade you fo
participate in the proceedings and whatever was agreed, we stick to it.
Whatever was to be negotiated that can be negotiated. Thank you, Sir.
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M. Mohammad Hashim Ghilzai : We do not want to debate it. There
will be another occasion to debate it. ‘

(Interruptions)

Mr. Mohammad Hashim Ghilzai : Sir, with regret, I want to announce
that unless and until ...

Mr. Deputy Chairman : With regret to the speech or something
else because there was nothing except the speech?

(Interruptiors)

Mr. Mohammad Hashim Ghilzai : Unless and until the Agreement
of 6th February is implemented in letter and spirit, we will not be able
g0 participate in the affairs of the House. ’

o

(The members of the Opposition then walked out)

o o G
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Mr. Deputy Chairman : Let us revert back to the business of the:
Senate.

PANEL OF PRESIDING OFFICERS

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Next iiem is nomination of the Panel for
the proceedings of the Senate. ;

In pursuance of sub-rule 1 of Rule 14 of the Rules of Pmcodu(c and
Conduct of Business in the Senate, 1973, the Chairman has nominated
the following Members to form a panel of Presiding Officers for the:
Summer 1975 Session of the Senate of Pakistan :

I. Mr. Qmaruzaman Shah.

2. Mr. lhsanul Hag;

3. Mr. Zahurul Haq,'Barrister.
LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Mr. Depaty Chairman: Senator Mir Abdul Nabi Khan Jamali has:
sent a telegram which reads :

“Please grant me leave till Saturday 5th July. Proceeding
- to Mashhed for Ziarat.”

He has requested for leave of the Senate until 5th of July, 1975, Is
he granted leave? | |

(Léave was granted)
Mr. Deputy Chairman : The leave is granted.
‘Next item No. 2, :
‘ORDINANCES LAID BEFORE THE SENATE

Malik Mohammad Akhter : Sir, on behalf of the Law Minister, I
beg to lay before the Senate the following Ordinances as required by
clause (2) of Article 89 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan :—

(1) The Employees® Cost of Living (Relief) (Amendment) Ordinance,
1975 (IL of 1975). |

(2) The Newspaper Empioyees (Conditions of Service) Ordinance,
1975 (VIIL of 1975).

Mr, Deputy Chairman: The Employees® Cost of Living (Relief)
(Amendment) Ordinance, 1975 (II of 1975) and the Newspaper Employees.
(Conditions of Service) Ordinance, 1975 (VII of 1975) are laid before
the Senate. - :

Next Item No. 3;




MOTION Re : EXTENSION OF TIME FOR STANDING COMMITTEC REPORT 1%
ON PRIVILEGE MOTION RELATING THE MALTREATMENT OF SENATOR
ABDUL WAHID KURD IN POLICE CUSTODY

MOTION RE : EXTENSION OF TIME FOR STANDING COM-
MITTEE REPORT ON PRIVILEGE MOTION RELATING
TO MALTREATMENT OF SENATOR ABDUL WAHID
KURD IN POLICE CUSTODY

Malik Mghammad Akhtar : Sir, I beg to move::

' “That the time for presentation of report by the Com-
mittee on Rules of Procedure and Privileges on the privilege
motion of Senator Zamarud Hussain relating to alleged
maltreatment of Senator Abdul Wahid Kurd while in police
custody, referred to the Committee on the 18th December,
1974, be extended to | 5th July, 1975.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : The motion moved is :

_ ““That the time for presentation of report by the Com-
mittee on Rules of Procedure and Privileges on the privilege
motion of Senator Zamarud Hussain relating to alleged
maltreatment of Senator Abdul Wahid Kurd while in police
custody, refeired to the Committee on the 18th December,
1974, be extended to 15th July, 1975,

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, may I make a brief statement, if
you allow ?

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Is it opposed ?

Voices : No.

:Mr. Deputy Chairman : I think, it is not opposed.
Malik Mohammad Akhtar : All right, Sir. |

; Mr. Deputy Chairman : Now, I put the question. The question
8 ,

_ ““That the time for presentation of report by the Com-
mittee on Rules of Procedure and Privileges on the privilege
motion of Senator Zamarud Hussain relating to alleged
maltreatment of Senator Abdul Wahid Kurd while in police
custody, referred to the Committee on the {8th December,
1974, be extended to 15th July, 1975.” ,

(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Deputy Chairman : So, the time is extended to 15th July, 1975.

Next item No. 4,
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[Mr. Deputy Chairman]
MOTION RE : EXTENSION OF TIME FOR STANDING
COMMITTEE REPORT ON PRIVILEGE MOTION
RELATING TO REFUSAL OF CERTAIN POST-

MASTERS TO ACCEPT FORMS FOR REGISTRA-
TION CARDS ATTESTED BY THE SENATOR

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, I beg to move :

““That the time for presentation of report of the Com-
mittee on Rules of Procedure and Privileges on the privilege
motion of Senator Mohammad Zaman Khan Achakzai relat-
ing to refusal by certain Postmasters to accept Registration
Forms attested by the Senator, referred to the Committee on
the 6th February, 1475, be extended to the 15th July, 1975."

Mr. Deputy Chairman : The motion moved is :

“That the time for presentation of report of the Com-
mittee on Rules of Procedure and Privileges on the privilege
motion of Senator Mohammad Zaman Khan Achakzai relat-
ing to refusal by certain Postmasters to accept Registration
Forms attested by the Senator, referred to the Committee on
the ¢th February, 19.5, be extended to the 15th July, 1975.”

Mr. Deputy Chairman : It is also not opposed. Therefore, I
put the question. The question before the House is ¢

““That the time for presentation of report of the Com-
mittee on Rules of Procedure and Privileges on the privilege
motion of Senator Mohammad Zaman Khan Achakzai relat-
ing to refusal by certain Postmasters to accept Registration
Forms attested by the Senator, referred to the Committee on
the 6th February, 1975, be extended to the I5th July, 1975.”

(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Deputy Chairman : The time is extended until 15th July, 1975,
Next Item No. 5. ,

MOTION RE: EXTENSION OF TIME FOR STANDING

COMMITTEE REPORT ON PRIVILEGE MOTION RELATING

TO OBSTRUCTION AT THE GATE BY POLICE WHEN
MOVER WAS ENTERING PREMISES OF THE SENATE

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, I beg to move :

, “That the time for presentation of report of the Com-
mittee on Rules of Procedure and Privileges on the privilege

~motion of Ch. Mohammad Aslam relating to obstruction of
‘the Senator in entering the precincts of the Senate, referred
to the Committee on the 13th February, 1975, be extended
to the 15th July, 1475.” :
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Mr. Deputy Chairman : The motion moved is :

““That the time for presentation of report of the Com-
mittee on Rules of Procedure and Privileges on the privilege
motion of Ch. Mohammad Aslam relating to obstruction of
the Senator in entering the precincts of the Senate, referred
to the Committee on the 13th February, 1975, be extended
to the 15th July, 1975.”

Mr. Deputy Chairman : It is not oppposed. So, I put the question.

The question before the House is :

““That the time for presentation of report of the Com-
mittee on Rules of Procedure and Privileges on the privilege
motion of Ch. Mohammad Aslam relating to obstruction of
the Senator in entering the precincts of the Senate, referred
to the Committee on the 13th February, 1975, be extended
to the 15th July, 1975.”

(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Deputy Chairman : So, the time is extended until 15th of July,.
1975, Next item No. 6. |

No. 6. Malik Miraj Khalid.

THE MALARIA ERADICATION BOARD (REPEAL)
BILL, 1975

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, I, on behalf of Malik Miraj' Khalid,
beg to introduce a Bill to repeal the Malaria Eradication Board Ordi-
nance, 1961 [The Malaria Eradication Board (Repeal) Bill, 1975].

Mr, Déiiﬁity Chalrman : The Malaria Eradication Board (Repeal) Bill,
1975, stands introduced in the Senate, and is referred to the Standing
Committee concerned. | “

~Next, No. 7.
o' +4 THE LEGAL PRACTITIONERS AND BAR COUNCILS |
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 1975
Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, I beg to move ;

‘‘That the Bill further to amend the Legal Practitioners
and Bar Councils Act, 1973 [The Legal Practitioners and Bar -
Councils (Amendment) Bill, 1975], as passed by the National
Assembly, be taken into consideration.’” :

Mr. Deputy Chairman ;: The motion moved is :

‘“That the Bill further to amend the Legal Practitioners
~and Bar Councils Act, 1973 [The Legal practitioners and Bar
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Councils (Amendment) Bill, 1975], as passed by the National
Assembly, be taken into consideration.”
Rao Abdus Sattar : Sir, with your permission, I beg to move :

“That this Bill may be referred to the Standing Com-
mittee concerned’’.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : The motion moved is :

“That the Legal Practitioners and Bar Councils (Amend-
ment) Bill, 1975, be referred to the Standing Committee

concerned.”
Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Agreed, Sir.

Mr. Depuaty Chairman : It is not opposed.
The Legal Practitioners and Bar Councils (Amendment) Bill, 1975,
stands referred to the Standing Committee concerned.
Yes, No. 9, Mr. Abdul Qaiyum Khan.
THE NATIONAL REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT)
BILL, 1975
‘Mr. Abdul Qaiysm Khan : Sir, I beg to move :

““That the Bill to amend the National Registration Act,
1973 [The National Registration (Amendment) Bill, 1975], as
passed by the National Assembly, be taken into considera-

tion.”
Mr. Deputy Chairman : The motion moved is :

““That the Bill to amend the National Registration Act,
1973 [The National Registration (Amendment) Bill, 1975], as’
passed by. the National Assembly, be taken into considera-

- tion.” :

Rao Abdus Sattar : Sir, with your permission, I beg to move :
«“That the Bill may be referred to the Standing
Committee concerned.”
 Mr; Abdul Qaiyum Khan (Minister for Interior) : Sir, I would like to
say something.
‘ Mr. Deputy Chairman : Let me put the motion to the House because
the motion has already been made.

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum Khan : All right, Sir, I am sorry.
Mr. Deputy Chairman : The motion moved is :

“‘That the Bill to amend the National Registration Act,
1973 [The National Registration (Amendment) Bill, 1975], be
» referred to the Standing Committee concerned.”

Do you oppose ? '
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Mr. Abdul Qaiyum Khan : No, Sir, I am just making a factual state-
ment that it is a simple and non-controversial thing, and if they insist on
sending it to the Committee, I have no objection. But it could be
referred if it were a controvesial thing and not something which is so
obvious. The whole thing has been thrashed out. There is nothing in it.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Khan Sahib, you will appreciate that actually
‘the papers were circulated to the Senators today.

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum Khan : Two days and that is all that is required
under the rules.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Today and not two days. Let them study the
Bill today and we will bring it tomorrow to the Senate. I think, the
Minister, Malik Mohammad Akhtar, will bring it tomorrow.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Are you sending it to the Committee or
deferring it till tomorrow ?

Mr. Deputy Chairman : It is being referred to the Standing Committee.

Mr. Abdul Qaiyom Khan : With a controversial Bill, we have so
many things to attend to. If it is a controversial Bill, then we are tied
down here : we have to do this, we have to do that. And if it is just one
and one is two and then it goes to the Standing Committee, the Minister
is tied down. The Minister has to be here, he has to be in the Assembly,
he has to receive ambassadors, he has to be in the Defence Production,
he has to be in the Cabinet Division, he has to be in the Cabinet Meet-
tings and do all sorts of things. Then, we may not be available, and the
thing may go on for several days. So, if there is anything wrong with this,
it can be taken up tomorrow. Any amendment can be brought, but the
Standing Committee is a very long process. That is all I have to submit.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : If the honourable Member is convinced that
there is nothing in the Bill, and he prefers to withdraw his motion be-
cause the motion has now been moved, the only course open to the
Senate is that the Senate may allow the mover to withdraw his motion.

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum Khan : It can be taken up temorrow, and if there
{8 any amendment it can be moved.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : But the motion has been made now.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Khan Sahib, let it go to the Committee
a8 the honourable Senator desires. It may be sent to the Committee.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : It can be brought back tomorrow. There
should not be any difficulty for the Committee to examine the Bill and
send it back tomorrow.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Sir, the Committee should be called today.
~ 'Mr. Deputy Chairman : Well, there is no opposition. '

Mr. Abdul Qaiyem Khan : All right, Sir. But I am kept .very busy,
and if I am not available then the thing will have to go and go and go.
That is all I have to submit. If it were something very urgent, I would
be the last person to oppose it to be sent to the Standing Committee.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : I know that. Your attitude has always been
good in the Senate..
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : He is a very busy Minister, Sir.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Do you think, Minister of State for Parlia-
mentary Affairs, that you canbring the Bill from the Committee back
tomorrow ? Khan Sahib, are you available tomorrow ? ‘

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Day after tomorrow.

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum Khan : Sir, there is not a single day on which I
am not busy. Now, that itis the desire of the House, let it go to the-
Standing Committee. It may be difficult, but I will try to accommodate:

them.
Mr. Deputy Chairman : Day after tomorrow.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : We will try to bring it day after to-
MOrIoW. » ‘

‘Mr. Deputy Chairman : Does it suit you ? Well the Bill stands re-
ferred to the Standing Committee concerned. ‘

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum Khan : Is it necessary for the Minister to be pre-
sent or somebody can do on his behalf ?

‘Mr. Deputy Chairman : Yes, the rule does permit the Minister t.o{»
ask another Minister to present the Bill. You can do that. But it is:
better that you should pilot the Bill yourself. What is next ?

There is no other business on the Orders of the Day.
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Mr. Deputy Chairman : The Senate is zfiijourned/to meet tomorrow-
at 10.00 a.m.

The House adjoumed till ten of the clock in the morning on Tuesday,.
duly 1, 1975.
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