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SENATE DEBATES
SENATE OF PAKISTAN

o B

Saturday, August 23, 1976

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Chamber, (Statc' Bank
Building), Islamabad, at half past ten of the clock in the morning, Mr. Chairman
(Mr. Habibullah Khan) in the Chair.

(Recitation from the Holy Quran)

DEFERRED STARRED QUESTION AND ANSWER
( Originally set down for reply on 20th August, 1975 )

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Yes, Item No. 2—questions. I think a question
was deferred on that day. Will you reply that question because 1do not sce
any person on that side is present.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Yes, Sir. This question is in respect of
direct recruitment in Baluchistan. I am going to answer.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Now, it is question No.2. Who will ask that
question ? Leader of the House mnght ask thls question.

. Rao Abus Sattar : Sir, question No. 2, on behalf of Haji §ayed Hussain
hah.

BALUCHISTAN QUOTA IN DIRECT RECRUITMENT TO VACANCIES
IN GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF PAKISTAN -

‘ Haji Sayed Hussain Shah : Will the Minister for Fuel, Power nad Naihral
Resources be pleased to state : 5

(a) the number of posts in various grades in the Geological Survey of Pak:s~
tan filled in by direct recrvitment during the years 1992-73, 1973-74
and 1974-75 ;

(b) the number of posts, out of those mentioned in (a) above, which were
allocated to the Province of Baluchistan ;

(c) the number of persons belonging to the Province of Baluchistan
appointed against the posts reserved for the province ; and

(d) if any of the above posts reserved for Baluchistan has not been filled in
by appointment of a candidate belonging to that province, the reasons
therefor 7

(127)
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DEFERRED STARRED QUESTION AND ANSWERS 131

Malik Mohammad Akhtar (Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs):
Sir, it is on behalf of Haji Syed Hussain Shah, and [ reply it on behalf of
Mr. Mohammad Yousaf Khattak. Sir. (a) to (d'—Complcte information is
given in a statement placed on the table of the House in respect of question.
No. 2 on the 20th August, 1975. Sir, we are repeating the same statement.
Other explanations will be given when the supplementaries are asked, '

Mr. Deputy Chairman : You are not amending that statement ?

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : No, Sir. We had some explanations and I
hope that explanation will be sufficient when the supplementaries are put.
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1 think, the Rule will not permit because this is a question -asked under
the Rulés. Now, under the Rules a person can raise a supplementary. ‘

W ov e L5 2 sl - 0w ligmsy S taske o 3 hol derea 513 30
| | e g
«Qut of 50 posts in Grade 17 reserveidl for the direct appointment, three

persons of Baluchistan domicile are-already working whereas their entitle-
ment according to quota percentage does not exceed two posts’’.
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132 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [23rD AucusT, 1975

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, the answer is very simple if your
honour looks at the statement. The number of posts in various grades in the,
Department to be filled in by direct recruitment during the years 1972-73,
1973-74, 1974-75. Th> answer is 1972- -733Nil 1973-74 Nil and 1974-75 three. So,)‘
the answer is there. Three persons have been recruited. Now, Sir; may I add

with your permission.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Excuse me, Malik Akhtar. T would not be able
to accept this explanation from myself at-least if not for the House, because the
question was asked about the number of posts in various grades in Geological
Survey of Pakistan filled by direct recruitment.

Malik«Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, let me explain Sir, my answer is ‘three
persons’ I want to state that the question mainly relates to direct recruitment
to various Grades in Geological Survey of Pakistan. The quota for Baluchistan
for direct recrnitment is only 3.4 per cent. This means that unless in any grade
the number of appointments is below 25, no person from Baluchistan can be
appointed. At page 1 of the statement under Grade 17, it is to be explained
that the question relates to only three years, that is 1972-73 and 74. It has
already been stated in the remarks column that the total number of posts in the
Grade reserved for direct recruitment is. 50. This means that on the basis of the
quota: reserved for Baluchistdn at least two persons can be appomted It.
is stated that three Baluchistan domicile persons already working in Geological
Survey of Paklstan in"this Grade. These three appomtees are of the period.
from 72 to 73. So, the question of any direct recruitment when they are

already holding posts over and above, their-quota does not arise. These three .

persons are already working. There is no question of any additional direct
recruitment during these years in grade 17, and I will be explaining in respect

! of grade 16.

! Governmeént. The pohcy was prospective and ‘not retrogressive.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Actually, you must be knowmg the pohcy of the

Whenever
there is a vacancy this percentage w1ll apply If there had been 15 vacancies,
then Baluchistan had a'right.for '3.5%/<not otherwise ; but if somebody was
already workmg in grade 16 and in grade 16 there were some vacancies and you

| treated them 3.5% .in grade 16 and from 16 to. 17 once again you treated them

the 1eprcscntatlon of the province, I think this is not fair. The question is :
Was there any direct recruitment for grade such and such if there is any direct
recruitment whether after that recruitment policy of the Government that quota

was observed of not. Promotlon is o answer to' that..

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, my answer is very clear. Three Baluchistan

domiciled persons were already. working. G.S.P. and they have n"t becn given

anyﬁaddlﬁlonal post.; I w1ll leoek into that

1

Mr. Deputy Chalrman If thlS is the answer that no person was recrulted

® from Baluchistan, then the statement on the. floor of the, House is incorrect. It .

has to be w1thdfawn in vncw of your answer.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Let me explaln Tt .may be treated as rev1sed
answer. I made a statément, and I can give you a copy of the statement ’




DEFERRED STARRED QUESTION AND ANSWERS 133

Mr. Deputy Chairman : 1 must see the legal position. If the question is
submitted to the Senate, and if that question is withdrown, whether the first

part will be treated as answer or the second part. Let us see the rules.

Malik Mohaimmad Akhtar : In answer to the Supplementary, I submitted
a statement this is a factual statement.

Mr. Deputy Chairman: What is the legal position Malik, Mohammad
Akhtar. Whether this revised answer will form part of the record ?

oolomg 9o S 5 ATy }5/ Olegl 1ol Cswegs i) L5 . PL«\ o 313y

¢ B2l s wWeS KO 55 & s 5 Oliwashy o O o ufé’,;‘, ol

Malik Mohammad Akhtar: The revised answer will form part of the
record. That is why I sugeested that it may be sent back. Now, the revised
answer is there.

Sardar Mohammad Aslam : What is the revised answer_ Sir.

Mr. Députy Chairman : The revised anfswer is that no post was given in
those 50 posts. f

Ol vy e e 1974-75 against 5 14 :\;,S’W u|_,, R lel dares J13u
LERCE TS against on p’gi < 19740975 39 o W W EL S 5 S,
U"“"-’rZ-Tﬁe G2 e - dT U‘f‘ O g2 S explanatxon weg b ‘f '

L ¢t Kd»r |

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sll‘ I would request the honourabie Member
to look in the column 1mmednately ‘below the colum he has referred to and
there it is mentioned against grade 16 that 25 ad hoc posts have been given.
Now, I will give the statement in respect of Grade 16. ‘In Grade 16 the regular
‘ aélocatron for Baluchxstan was 3 but only 1 .candidate was eligible. This pollcy
is being followed strictly in-all Grades, ;and none from the other province is
being. appointed even if the posts remain vacant. | For Baluchistan efforts to
find eligible persons belonging to Baluchistan will continue till such candidates
are available. As far as NDVP appointments are concerned which, have been
referred to have been in column 1. It is mentioned under Grade 16 that first
itis ‘nil’ then in 1973-74 there are 23 NDVP appointments. So, Sir, the
matter is Ver cle*’ar I think the honourable Senator ma: very kindly
look into co umn 1, and he’ w111 ﬁnd ‘that ‘there 1s‘mgntlon of 25 ‘N%V%
appoxntmcnts. ‘ ' =P
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.ts
Pt e ! explanation w TV Gla ! ki 1 phel dems 513 5m
1 : ; . |
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v ! u::rg_;):} olalal g«r,-‘l:’ ov £ 1974.75 4 4 'I.-!)< against e S . < t:r l:{
A o @6 gl s e SLA w5 197475 against £y NS 2 suss
g DS e S e o WSl 55
S ‘25 appointments on ad hoc basis were made during 1973-74 on the
recommendations of NDVP,”
4
ol M w\re__ L@.(’ w O PJKC’_.)‘WJ) )3‘
tc ‘
fc :
tk “No one from Baluchistan was recommended by NDVP. It may be ‘
ay mentioned here that against a total of 150 posts direct appointment, 7
th persons of Baluchistan domicile are working whereas entitlement of the
al Province is 5.25 say 50nly.” )
1 G :
¢ ?s“ wilaze 05T 4l )3| e A AN, T Sl WS W S e explanation
?l‘l: <y U"! i U}L‘ UV(: e UAAT jju:“}rwr& —a )J‘ 24 u\(;-i 0:‘:{*"‘”}(
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Ga = Mahk Mobammad Akhtar : §rxr, I will again request the honourable
the  Sznator to vefy kmdly looK*into it, will read the entire statement. Grade
the  No. 16, 1972-73, .Nil ; 1973-74, Nil : 1974-75, 22 Regular ; 1972-73, Nil ;
alr. 197374, Nil ; 1974-75, three—These are the 3 posts which have been mentioned.
trei  Then again in the next year it is ‘nil’. Then over all it has been mentioned that
the 25 appointments on ad hoc basis were made during 1973-74 on the recommenda-
Wa  tions of the NDVP. Again it is mentioned that no one from Baluchistan was
§ rect recommeded by the NDVP for direct appointment: and:seven person of Balvchi-
§ was  gtan domicile are working - whareas: entxtlement of the provmce is 5.25 say §
only, and 7 of tfh m,are workmg = : S

§ don Slr the matter ds’ yery s:mple The confus:on is only -that they are
§ any not makmg direct recruitmeént in'tespect of vacincies wherein in respect of those
grades pérsons belonging to Baluchistah domicile are already working and that
18 creating all the confusnom Sir, and as the ﬁouse is of the view that no regard
be glVen to ﬂxe exxctmo iR bt BB £ :

. Mr Deputy Chairu?ﬁti A Nr) No Malxk Akhtar,. you are mlstaken The
Hou,; i‘xg‘s not expressed any view., Many statemcn's on the floor of this House
have been made by theé Ministers that this quota will be observed whenever
there is a new récruitment. So, if there was any recruitment which was earlier
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DEFERRED STARRED QUESTION AND ANSWERS 135

to this policy that will not affect the future employmants. This is the policy of
the Government and stated before this House many times. So, the Housc is not
expressing any opinion on this question. |

~ Ch. Mohammad Hanif Khan (Minister for Finance) : May I make a submis-
sion. Actually, I think there is some misunderstanding. The answer which
has been given is more or less of a technical nature. I myself have not been in
a position to understand it. But I feel that what happens in certain cases is
that because of the urgency of the matter sometimes ad hoc appointments are
nade without there being any vacincy because the matter is urgent and it is
required that somebody should be appointed. Subsequently, regular vacanscies
are created and these people, who are initially appointed on ad hoc basis, are
actually accommodated against those regular vacancies. That is what happens,
That is the reason why this poiat is not being properly explained. -

Mr. Deputy Chairman : This statement is not clear.

" Ch. Mohammad Haneef Khan : I think the misunderstanding appears to be
ecause of this. But this is the position that ad hoc appointments are made
because matters are urgent, some appointments are needed, some work is to be
carried out ; and subsequently, these appointments are regularised against
yaganc}gs which are subsequently created. That is what haprens. That is why
it is said so. o : ; «

 Mr. Deputy Chairman : Any other supplementary ?

Mr. \fzal Khan Khoso : Sir, when the ad hoc appointments are made and
later on these appointees are absorbed in the regular vacancies what about those
persons who have not been taken on ad hoc basis who ought to have been taken
from these provincies ? ’ '

Mr. Deputy Chairman : It isnot actually forming a part of this question
and a supplementary  cannot“be asked if it is not connected with the main
question. .

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : In the sense that those people who have been
left out from Baluchistan, for instance, it is written here that there were $o
many posts on ad hoc basis but none from Baluchistan quota. Now, Sir, when
they are actually absorbed in the regular posts would they be considered 2~ /

" Ch. Mohammad Haneef Khan : May I answer this question ? T understand-
the who'e question. They have already been. absorbed for the simple reasen
that it is__mentioned that the total entitlement of Baluchistan province is this.
much and against this entitlement so many people have already been appointed.
So that explains the position.. It isa different thing that while making ad hoc
appointments merit is considered by-the appointing authority. This is a sepafate.
point but ‘ad hoc basis’ does mean. that people are taken without there being:
any vacancy because of the urgency of the matter. So, these peoplc- are
aceommodatated against regular vacancies when they come into being subsequent
to the ad hoc appointments,
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136 . SENATE OF PAKISTAN [23rD AUGUST, 1975

- Mr. Deputy Chairman: It is enough for this question. T think the
Department has not taken care or not bothered to actually fully study this
question, therefore, it has created some confusion,
 Next is short notice question No. 1 by Sznate Afzal Khan Khoso. You
have to read this question first.
' SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
SUI GAS TO JACOBABAD

S.N:Q.D. No. 2. _
Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : Will the Minister for Fuel, Power and Natural

‘Resourccs te pleaced to state }

(a) whether there is any prowde Sui Gas facilities to. Jacobabad andiother
tox vns on the rlght ‘bank of Indus in the Province of Sind ; and

(b) if not, the reasons therefor ?
~Mr. Mohimzd Yusuf Khattak (Read by Malik Mohammad Akhtar)

(a) A feasibility scheme for supply of gas to Jacobabad is under prepa-
ration. Decision on its implementation would depend upon the
economic feanbmty and avallablhty of rescurces. ~

. Some towns on the right bank are already gctt.mg gas and some-
important towns will be considered after the completion of Sui-Karachi
Indus Right Bank Pipeline Project.

gtk eed L S e @ GRSl oaian A g ot e gyttt v yieasdd o
o &b). Tn .view;of (a) -above no reply to this part:of question isnecessary.

Mr. Deputy Chairman i Any supplementary ?

~ Mr. Afzal Khan Klroso Would thc leamed Mmlster conqemcd answer
- this svpplemgntary as to waen ;fus fnas&bxllty, scheme was starts.d and in what:

stage m1tn0w? S oo S

Ma ik Mohammad Akhtar : Sll‘ I will again have toreada srpall state-
ment#§ir, the Tndus Gas Company is recponsxbie for ‘thé d]Stt’lbﬁthﬂ ‘of matural

gas in‘thelprovinte of Sind-excluding Karachi.” Sofiie “of the towns foddted on.

the' tightebank of tiver In-us have alieady been supp}*ed ‘gas ‘and they are, Sir,

Shikarptr, Kotri, Jam 'Slioro and’ Petaro.’ ‘Besides’ 'Amex hqmd ‘five petmleam;_
gasdfations’iidve also been made available -in Larkana and it is being supplied_

to’ thergéns umers onithe pattern of nathrai?«gas “The Sui _gas Trdnsmission Co%’
are lay imig @’ High' pressiired gas transniission ‘pipelineg” on the’ tight bank of rivér’
Indusiaiﬁd ‘on tﬁ@fﬁomolenon ef the saxd pxpeﬁ'm; whxch lS etpcchd by t’nc end
of 1976...,.; © , ,
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SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 137

Mr. Ihsanul Haq : On a point of order. This is not feasibility. He is
giving vs the details. Mr. Khoso has asked about the feasibility report which
mears when the survey is conducted of an area what will be the pros and cons,
what will be the economic feasibility, when the work will start. Instead of
answering these questions, he is reading a statement. .

Mr. Deputy Chairman : The problem is that it is not actually his own
Division. T

Mr: Ihsanul Haq : Then I think, the learned Minister should not make a
futile exercise. :

Ch. Mohammad Haneef Khan ! The answer is very simple because it does
not make any commitment as to whether the Sui gas will be provided to this
area or not. It is being considered. Feasibility report is whether it is possible
to give Sui gas to this area or not and subsequently it will be seen whether it
is economically possible. So many things are to be examined.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Well the question asked by the Senator is when
the feasibility study started.

Ch. Mohammad Hanif Khan : This is a simple thing. Tf he has got the
date he can give: otherwise the answer is that I do not have the date.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar ¢ The matter is very simple. T wanted to go
in more details. If it is not linked by any of the honourable Senators, I will

not give it,

Mr. Deputy Chairman : If it is connected and relevant to the question it
may be given.

Mr. Thsanul Haq: On a point of Order. The questionof liking or
disliking is not there. The simple thing is feasibility report means the appoint-
ment of an agency of consultants or the technical people to prepare technical
as well as economical data. These jobs are assigned to persons or to a company.
They start the job, there are studies and when such studies aré completed there
comes the report. . -

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Senator IThsanul Hagq is it a point of order ? -

Mr. Ih§anu}. Haq : Iam explaining the position. There T question of
liking or disliking.

‘Mr. Deputy Chairman : This is a point of pe\rsona__l‘expla,n.ation.

Mélé’ak Mohammad Akhtar : Then I am sorry to say that no positive daté
can be given at this s:age, )

Mr. Deputy Chairman : This is the answer,
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Mr. Afzal Khan Khan Khoso : My question was not about the positive

,date My question was when did this feasszhty scheme start and at that stage

R 0 W B P

Q.

it is now. as we are at present ?

Mr. Deputy Chairman : He has said that he would not be able to answer
this question. Probably he requires fresh notice.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Yes, fresh notice, Sir.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Any other supplementary ?

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : Another question, Sir. What are the nenessary
qualifications from the point of view of feasibiliiy for the supply of gas?
Would the honourable Minister kindly tell this ?

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : The supplementary has already been answercd.
Will the honourable Member look into the answer. The printed answer is
there.

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : What are the necessary ingredients, Sir ?

- Malik Mohammad Akhtar : That is already answered in the printed matter
wh.ch I have read out. I need not repeat that, Sir.

Mr. Deputy Chairman :  Senator Thsa nul Haq has annoyed the Minister
and, therefore, has deprived the House..

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : No, Sir, not annoyed. I was trying to give
a full explanation. If they want me to go by rules, I will go by rules.

Mr. Deputy Chairman @ It is the jealousy between the two Members from
Lahore. : _ ) , ‘ |

Mr. Ihsannl Haq : Heis an elder Member, Sir.

Mahik. \lohammad Akhtar : He is my brother, Sir. - But when the answer
is already given there in the printed form......... S

Mr. Dcputy Chairman ;  But Malik Akhtar, you could have answered that
question as to when the work on feasibility report started. If you have that
in your bncf you can answer the question, and he will be satisfied.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : I regret I can’t give the dates. But as far as
the qualifications and what would be the result are: ‘concerned, it 'would be
the economic’fessibility and avanabuh'y of resources, and that is already ngen
Sir. A ; o

i M'r. Deputy Cheirman : No other supplementary ? Yes, Sher Mohammad

e

R
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Next is question No. 2. Yes Senator Afzal Khan KLoso !

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : Mr. Cepuiy Chairman. May I have the permis-
sion to read out my question. _

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Yes.

AGRO BASED INDUSTRIES IN JACOBABAD DISTRICT
S.N.Q.D. No. 2.

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : Will the Minister for Industries be pleased to
state : ' ‘ ‘

(a) whether there is any proposal to establish agro-based industﬁes in
Jacobabad District financed or sponsored by Federal G: vernment, its

Agencies and Public Corporations, during the current financial year ;
and

(b) if not, whether there is any proposal to establish any agro-baced
industry during this year’s plan ?

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Yes, Syed Qaim Ali Shah !

Syed Qaim Ali Shah Jillani (Minister of State for Indusriesy: Since it is
a short notice question, the information is being collected from the Provincial

Government and the concerned Federal Ageéncies, and will be placed on the
table of the House as and when received. T

Mr. Deputy Chairman. Itisa sifnple answer. There can be no supple-
" ‘mentary. No supplementary can be asked on this answer.

(Mf. Afzaj’ Khan Khoso stood at'_fhis stage)

Mr. Deputy Chairman : What is the supplementary ?

&

~ Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso :  Sir, has the honourable Minister got any, personal -
knowledge of any proposéd industries ? _ : Sk R

Mr. Deputy Chairman :  No, it is not a question of personal. knowledge.
He tas to speak from records. 0 S

!x #
4
7
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Syed Qaim Ali Shah Jillani : Tt is not the personal knowledge that counts.
But I have told the Senator that the information is being collected, and he has
given on Private Member’s Day a ‘motion which is going to be debated. I think
it is a resolution and I will give him complete information at that time. I

might be able to collect the information by that time.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Thank you. No. 3, Senator Afzal Khan Khoso !

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso ¢  Sir, may I have the permission to read out this

question ? -

AIR LINK TO JACOBABAD

S.N.Q.D. No. 3.

Me. Afzal Khan Khoso: Will the Minister for Defence be pleased to
state : '

(a) whether it is proposed to link Jacobabad with Karachi and Islamabad
by previding PIA flights during the current financiel year ; and

(b) whether Government considers it desirable to open PIA booking office
at Jacobabad and provide a coach service between Jacobabad city and

Sukkur Airport ?
Mr. Deputy Chairman :  Yes!
" Mailk Mohammad Akhtar (On behalf of Mr Aziz Ahmad) : (a) No,

(b) Not for the present.
Mr..Deputy Chajrman : Thank you.
It is item No. 3, Mr. Masud Ahmed Khan !

 Unterruption)

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Do you want to gsk any supplementary ? There
is no question of supplementary. . You have given a. resolution. Let us speak

on the resolution on the day when it comes before the House.

Sardar Mohammad Aslam : On a point of Order, Sir.

" Mr. Deputy Chairman : T'have asked Mr. Masud Ahmad ‘Khan to present
the report. Do you want to ask anything other than the supplementary ?
' Sirdar Mohamiizd Aslam : Yes, Sir, other than the supplementary. It is
a point of order. ' ‘ :
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Mr. Deputy Chairman : No. 3 Mr. Masud Ahmed Khan !

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT RE : THE DIVORCE (AMENDMENT)
BILL, 1975—PRESENTED

Mr. Masud -Ahmed Khan: Mr. Chairman, Sir. I have the honour to
present in this august House the report of the Standing Committee on the Bill
furthe; to amend the Divorce Act, 1869 [The Divorce [Amendment) Blll, 1975].

Mr. Deputy Chairman : The report of the Standing Committee on the

Bill further to amend the Divorce Act, 18.9, [The Divorce (Amendment) Bill,
1975], stands presented. -

THE GENERAL STATISTICS BILL, 1975—ADOPTED

" Ch. Mohammad Hanif Khan (Finance Minister) : Sir, I beg to move.
at :

"“The Bill to constitu'e certain authorities for the collection and coordi-
nation of statistics t» faciditate economic and other planning .[The
General Statistics Bill, 1975], as reported by the Standing Committee,

. be taken. into consideration at once.”’ ) : LRI

Mr. Deputy Chairman : ‘Thg motion moved is that :

““The Bill to constitute certain-authorities for the collection and coordi-
nation of statistics to facilitate economic and other planning [The
General Statistics Bill; 1975). as reported by the Standing Committee,
be taken into consideration.”

Tt is not opposed. Yes ! - s {

Ch. Mohammad Hanif Khan : *Sir, this this is Qan,jmertyant; Biil.“- T}ge
idea is to streamline the system of collection of Statistics and data which is
important for economic and other .planning. Sir. in. 1947, at the time of
partition, a decentralised system of colle-tion of data was inherited by Pakistan,
which means that there.were cells in.different departmenis- of . the’ Government,
which used 10 collect data and it would then furnish that-data to the Planning
Divison, and the:ministcries for .theé preparation of future.planning,. Sig, in
1957, 'a Tentral Statistical Office was created, which was converted into

' *Spééc‘:h_ hotcorrectqd‘ by the honourable Minister,
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Statistical Division in 1972, But the system did not become very effective and
it still suffers with very serious dnﬁicumes with the result that the proper
planning, economic and other plannmg. cannot be made. Therefore, it is
considered neeessary to create certain authorities, both at the Cantral level as
well as at the Provincial level, which would take all out measures to streamline
the system, the system of collectiou of data, which would facilitate the proper
planning in future. :

Now, Sir, it is also required by the UN resolutions, etc. that we must have
a very effective system of data collection. Uptil now the position is that there
is no legislation to the effect. Of course, legislation is there in certain cases but
, I even than it is'not working satisfactorily, for example, there are certain.laws,
TR which I would like to mention, which are: already there. There is Industries
Statistics Act, 1942, there is Agricultural Census Act, 1958 and the Census
Ordinanee 1959 and there are some other fragmentary provisions relatmg to
the colleetion of statistics.

7

But there is no central authority, very effective central authority, which can
make this system of data collection very efficacious and efficient which is very
much needed. For example, Sir, there is no legislation, as far as certain very
important matters are conczrned, as for instance, family income and sexpen-
diture, labour force and populatlon growth, dlstnbutive trade, small scale
household industries, capital formation, construction activity etc. In respect of

e these very imporant majters. of course, there is no doubt about it that there
are certain agencies which collect data in respect of these industries but still
there is no legislation which is needed to streamline, as I have just mentioned,

. streamline this system of data collection.

e "

€ Now, the object to be acquired by this Bill is, and this Bill provides for

these matters National and Provincial Statistical Councils for regulating and
co-ordinating the functions of statistical authorities. Then it clearly defines
Federal and Provineial Statistical spheres and competent.. authorities for data
collcetion under the advice and guidance of respective Statistical Councils, i

li- 1 making it possible to uudertake the specific data.collection . .operations through

he suitabie notification in thé official gazette and suitable safeguards, penalties for

38, | respondent as well as disclosure. of informatjon, This Bill provides for these
very important matters and under this Bill, Sir, both at the Federal level as
well as the Provingcial level, the authoriyy will be created—Federdl Statistical

Council as well as Provincial Statistical Councils. Then, therc will be Stafisti-
}, ' cal Agents to carry. out the work in the field. They will gather this information
% through quest:onaxre Those peOple who do not give the information or

‘he E refus: to give the information or give false information ; minor penalties have

s 1 been provided for that. It has been made incumbent for the Statistical Agent

of ? to keep certain information secret and not dnsclose it and 1f he does this, the‘

an, | penalty have been provided. ‘

nt | ‘ ; ; : . , :

ing " Finally, Sir, at the Standing Committée stage after this Bill was referred

in to the.Senat, a very important amendment has been carried out. As a matter

nto % of fact, the Blll as it was passed by the National Assembly; did not envisage a

3 very strong Federal Statistical Council. Its function was two co-ordinate
IR amongst different agencies to see that the work is efficiently carried out. But
at the stage of Standing Commxttee the Commxttee took the dccnswn that this"
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Federal Agency, i.e. Federal Statistical Council should'be made very strong
with the result that Hotwithstanding anything contained in any law for the time
being in forée relating to the collection of this data, if any instruction is given
by the Central or the Federal Statistical Councils, then it will “be a binding
upon alt the anthorities. - That was the important amendment which was carri-
ed out by the Standing ‘Committee. 'With that amendment, there were two
other minor amendments, I do not have to mention them here. This Billis
now before the Senate. I would reSpectfully submxt that it should be
considered. : , :

~ Mi‘ Deputy Chairman . Tthink the Comfﬁlttee has made 80 many
amendménts i in this Bill. " Somebody from the Committee would like to speak
on the Bill. I think, Mian Ihsanul Haq 'and Hanzef ‘Ramay have participated
in the debate of the Committee. As there are some amendments, I think, the
Commitiee must speak. Let me give the floor to Senator Ansari first.and then
to Mian Ihsanul Haq Yes, Senator Ansan

Mr Abdul Latif Ansan *S:r as I am one of the Members of-the Standing
Comnmittee, The General Statistical Act, 1975, was thoroughly examined and
certain amendments were. decided to be put to the House. Sir, some penalty
clauses.from 12 to 15 have been given but no penalty for the Statistical Agent
‘was shown in these clauses The main Bill lays down that S: atlsncal Agent,
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The prowswn of this Act shall be in addition to and not in derogation of
the provisions’ of-the Iudustrial Statistical Act, 1942, the Agricultural Census
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forec whrch provxdes for the COIIGCUOD of statistics,
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Statistlcs Authority may issue to any other authority functmmng

under any such law such directions as it may consider necessary for
this Act.”
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o oo ool ol - Elsa Magyls 3 SNy U future economic system § o - Esn
- K formulation of questionnair - < W us
«“For the purpose of collecting statistics on any matter, a Statistics

Authority may, by notification in the Official Gazette, formulate such
questionnaire as it may think fit.”’

- _,5'5 K v p\f.xgg éw‘

«¢(3) Nothing in this section shall authorise a Statistics Authority, a
competent authority or a statistical agent.

(a) - to require a woman to state the name of her husband or deceased
husband or any other person whose name she is by custom for-
bidden to mention ; or

(b) to insist on information of a purely private nature.”
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Mr."Dep‘uty Chai'rm:an : Senator Afzal Khan Khoso.

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : }*Mr;'Chai’rman, I would like to congratulate the

‘Minister, Mr. Mohammad Hanif Khan Rana, for having presented this Bill

before the House, There are certain suggestions—certain suggestions based
(r){n certain apprehensions—that I would like to mention before this august
ouse,

No. 1, is, Sir, that according to the Act there is a Federal Statistical

~ Authority and there is‘ a Provincial Statistical Authority side by

side—Na'‘ional Statistical Council and the Provincial Council. The main
purpose of this Act was to co-ordinate and facilitate the working of these
authorities. In this regard, I would suggest that the composition of this
authority, as it is mentioned in Section 3 is that it comprises of an officer.
‘Now, Sir, I'have nothing against an officer, whichever the officer he may be,
but it will lack representative character. "My point of view ‘is’ that instead "of
appeinting an authority by way of appointment of “an officer, there should be a
repesentative nody at that level comprising of the officer plus some public
tepresentatives. I think, it will be better and it will function more smoothly
as it has been'seen on the basis of past experience. P E

. Then,Sir, I would say a few words about ‘Competent authority’.. Itsays
lhat the appropriate Government raay, for the purpose of collection:and com-
pilation of statistics on any matter, appoint any authority or officer to be a
‘competent authority’ for the purposes of this Act. This means, Sir, an officer
appointing an officer. My point of view is Sir, that if we have at one of these

tages a representative body having officers as well as public representatives, I
*;h;mk, it will work better and will have more confidence of the people at
large. P i - i

Secoﬁdly, Sir, T would ;;ji(.g_ to mgnt;ion‘ sométli;i;n,g;alliogt’lvt' "the Council itself,

the composition of the Council, i.. the National Council, which is known also

as the National Statistical Council that it will have members. Well, so much

the better becaus: that shown that it is giing to be of a repesentative character.

*Speech not corrected by the honourable Senator,
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Now, Sir, my suggestion would be that there should bes some rotation of
members in such a way that all the federating units have a say so that there is
a sense of participation of all the federating units. Even in the case of Chais-
man, Sir unless he is the Minister concerned, I would suggest that he may be
taken up on sotation.basis. Thank you, Sir. ‘

Mr, Deputy Chairman | “No one else ? Therefore, T request the Minister
of Finance to.wind up the debate. -

_ Ch. Mohammad Hanif Khan : »Sir, before I try to explain some of those
points which have been raised by the honourable Mambers of the House, I
wonld like to repeat again that as far as_the present system of the collection of
statistics is concerned, it has remained the subjsct of criticism every time. We
all know that as far as the planning is concerned, as far as ecanomic policies
-are concerned specially future economic policies, they cannot be of any value
at all unless we have got corrects. information as to-certain most important items
and matters which are very relevant, ‘ "

Of course, here it ha been pointed out and enquired by the honourable
Senator, Mr. Masud Ahmad Khan, as to what sort of information has got to
be collected ? That point is very relevant, and as I have said it has remained
the subject of criticism. An attempt has been made to streamline the system,
to make it more efficient, make it more useful, and meaningful. That is the
purpose of this Act. We will try to make it effective, we will try to make ‘it
efficient, more understandable and more useful for the nation. An effort can
be made but it was most important that we must have an authority created
under th:.Law which shoeuld; perform.its functions with some. huth rity in
-its hand, ~That was very important-and that is what .was required of usé¢ by
the Uaited Nations and the World Bank. In certaincases, although: there
is a legislative cover, legal authority is there in. respect of certain matiers; but
so far as soms of the most important matters ate - concerned there is.no legal
authority with the result that the.information; which we receive inrespect of
those matters are generally shoddy, useless, absolutely incomplete, sometimes
false with the result that our whole economic pattern, our whole planning
miserably suffers. * It was for this reason that e ‘thoaght that we must have
a law.of this type.” - ST e Smaltave - SRIIGL Y Ge 3t T
 One point I would like to clarifyiis that as: far as those matters are con-
cerned in respect of which the information is. needed: to be  colletced by this
Authority, by this agency—this is not the one agency “because one 1s the
Council, the other is the Authority—then there are going to be agents in.the
field. There are so many authorities as well—other functionaries of Govern-
ment appointed under the Law which already exists. They are already working,
So, the quéstion is what are those matters for ‘which this Act’is required ? Sir,
I have already mentioned that in my initial speséh.™ I have already mentioncd
those mattefs where the information. That i not exhaustive.” That is not
all because when a Planning is to b done theri the ‘points, the items or'mattérs

#Speech not corrected by the honourable Senator,

:
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in respect of which information has got to be collected can be unlimited. Tt
all derends upon the scope of advancement of the society. How far can we
80 ? In respect of very minor things which may not be very important at the
moment, we can say in some foreseeable future they can become very impor-
tant. So there also information is needed in respect of those, unimportant
things as well in the future planning. Here, in the Act, of course, those
matters are not mentioned, those items are not there in respect of which
mformatlpn is got to be collected. But, of course, this laws provides, as it
happens in respect of all other law, that rules shall have to be made.

The provision is there to make rules with a view to carry out the objects
of this Bill. Ia those rules some of the matters, of course I can mention, can
be taken care of and information shall have to be collected in respect of
those matters by the Statistical Agent working in the field. Information
shall have to be collected in respect of those very urgently and may be as 1
have just mentioned, there can be so many other things. Complete authority
has been given. They have been absolutely allowed or permitted under the law
to act freely and get all sorts of informatson where that information is needed to
use it for our future economic planning. So, these are the matters For example,
as I have just mentioned, we don’t have any authority, legal authority, for the
collection of important statistics retating to family incomes and expenditures,
labour force and population growth, distributive trade, small scale house-
hold industries, capital formation, contruction activity, etc. etc. I have men-
tioned that these are some of the points which I would like to refer to at this
moment and these matters can be taken care of {n the rules because rules have
still to be framed under the law otherwise no activity can be carried out under
this law. Then the authority will sit, the Govergment will sit, an appropriate
authority will sit and make rules under this law il consonance and consistent
with the provisions of the law to carry out the object of this Bill. So, that
sort of information has got to be collected. As fr as this point is concerned
as to why it is not possible for us to enquirc about the name female of a
becausc may be under certain circumstances that information is very important,
Sir, that authority is there. Actually, the option‘is given to the lady herself
because of customs or the conventions, There aré traditions that a particular
family debars a particular lady from giving out the name of her husband and
so she can’t be compelled, and we should not go that far because that will
really be an interference in the family affairs or the traditions or the conven-
tions of the individuals. and that can lead to really quite a bit of bickering,
So, we have got that scope open, and certainly the question can be asked :
What is the name of your husband ? And if the lady wants to give the name
of her husband, nobody can stop her. But if she says thatin my customs, of
course, I can’t give the name of my husband, then she can't be compelled to
give the name. Of course, it is very easy to enquire the name. The informa-
tion is not going to remain absolutely secret because there might be so many
other people standing there who will be quite prepared to give the name of
her husband. So. it is not that difficult. As far as the practical aspect of the
whole thing is concerned it is not a difficult thing. Name will be known. The

-only thing is that that lady cannot be compelled because in respect of so many
-other matters the law provides that individual can be compelled to give a
particular information. He or she shall have to furnish the information which
1s needed by the Census Officer under the law acting as a Law Officer. In this
case the option is given, Of course, she does not make herself liable for any
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penal .agition where she refuses to give the name of her husband simply because
traditions or conventions of her family does not permit her to give the name of

her husband. But that is an easy matter and of purely private nature. I tnink
that should not be very difficult, '

There are matters which are going to be mentioned in the rules and in
respect of which the information shall have to be collected becaase that sort of
information is needed to form better future economic planning, But private
information can be of a different nature. I can quote so many instances but
I don’t think it is really necessary. Private means a purely private. It is not

‘the private information because certainly one shall have to give lhe extent and

the size of income. That can’t be of a private nature because income has got
to be declared in so many cases, e.g. for income tax purposes. That is nota
private information. Private means that which concerns him and him individ-
ually. It does not go beyond that. It does not have any connection or
relationship with my dealings with the rest of the world, with my brothers,
with my relatives, with the government, with this sort of information and- so
many instances can be quoted. But, Sir, this point has been made out that
the Statistical Agent has not been made liable if, for example, he does not
furnish the correct information or he deforces, I should say, in general ‘term,
if he defaults in the performance of his duties, then under this law it is said

‘that no punishment has been provided, although punishment has been provid-
ed for those private individuals or the public men who fail to give the requisite

information to the Statistical Agent. Now, Sir, the position as far
as this Agent is concerned is that it is. provided in law that this information
which he gets from the people is going to be of secret. nature. It is purely of
a secret nature. He can’t reveal this information to the public at large, If
the information is of the narure that it should not be.revealed than he is bound
to keep that information secret and if he divulges that secret then he shall be

‘made liable. Under the law he will be_ punished. But so far as punishment

for other defaultes is concerned, may I.submit; Sir, that being a public servant
he can be administratively dealt with. So, that point was considered. at.the
time of the Committee stage. It was considered and the concensus at that
time was that since he is a public servant, there is no necessity for providing
penalty in this law because, being a public servant, he can-always be dealt with
departmentally, thrown out of service, so much so that any action can be taken
agalnst him, and the maximum is that he canbe thrown out of service. So,
since a provision is there, administrative authority is there against him, if for

‘example, he defaults in the performance of his duties, then there is no necesslty

for providing any punishment in the Act.

Sir, so far as the amendment of section 21 is concerned, which was carried
out at the Committee stage, I would like to clarify one point only that this

‘amendment does not really render the laws which = alrerdy ‘exist

on the subject absolutely inoperative. ‘That is important. It should not. be
mistaken that all other -laws have been- done away. Not atall. Those laws
will still operate. They remain and they ‘will remain active. ‘The only thing
is that where Council, Federal :Council, gives an instruction at a particular
case, in respect of certain matters or.of certain issues to the subordina‘e author-
ities then tn that case, to that extent, the laws which already exist will. be
absolutely inoperative and, so _far .as the insiruction is concened, that will be
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effective. That will prevail i

: v n spite of the fact thatit may be absolutely
Inconsistent with the existing

! provisions of the existing law. So far ‘as the
Instruction from the Federal Council is concerned, it will be absolutely effective
and the subordinate authorities shall have to carry out the instruction of the

Federal Council regirdless of the contrary provisions in the laws which already
cxist. Thank you very much, Sir,

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Thank you very

4 1 , much. How, I will put the
question. The question before the House is :

“That the Bill to constitute certain authorities for the collection and co-
ordination of statistics to facilitate economi

] ‘ ¢ and other planning
[The General Statistics, Bill, 1275]. be passed.”’

Sorry, this is for consideration.

““That the Bill to constitute certain authorities for the collection and
co-ordination of statistics to facilitate economic ‘ahd oth
[The General Statistics, Bill, 1975],
Committee, taken into consideration.”’

er planning
as reported by the Standing

(The motion was adopted)

* Now, we take the Bill clause by clause. T will take those clauscs first which
were not amended by the standing Committee. Now, there is no amendment
in elauses 2, 3 and 4.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : . The question‘b_efgzr:e ithe’Hqggsg_,iig_‘; B
“That Clauses 2, 3 and 4 form part of the Bill.”
(Tke motion was adopted)-
Mr. Deputly Chairman : * The Clauses 2, 3 and 4 form part of the Bill.
Clause 5 is amended by the Staiiding Committes,’
Th? q'ues'»tio‘nl béfém the Hou;e is :
i«i']““hat :,Cylause 5 as amended forms pért of the ‘Bill.”

" (The motion was adeted)
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Mr. Deputy Chairman : Clause § as amended forms part of the Bill.
There is no amendment in. Clause 6. |
The question before the House is :

“That Clause 6 forms part of the Bill.”
(Thé motion was adopted)

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Clause 6 forms part of the Bill.
Now Clause 7. The question before the House is :
““That Clause 7 that Clause 7 forms part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)
Mr.’Depﬁty Cihairman;. Clause 7 forms part of the B;ll
Now Clause 8 as ame}lded.
The question before the House is :

“That ClBa\NE 8, as amended by the Standing Commtttee, . forms part of
the Bill,”

(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Deputy Chairman : C]aLESc 8 as amended forms pa.rt of the Bill.
Cl.:mse: 9, 10 and 11 not amended. |
The question before the House ts ¢

“That Clauses 9, 10 and 11 form part of the Bill.””
(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Deputy Chairman : Clauces 9, 10 and 11 form part of the Bill.

Clauses 12 as amended by the Committee. The quesfion before the House

“'That Clause 12 as amendz=d forms part of the Bill.”’

(The motion was adopted)

>
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Mr. Deputy Chairman : Clause 12 as amended forms part of the Bill.
No amendment in Clauses 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20.
The question before the House is :

«That Clauses 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 form part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Clauses 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 form part
of the Bill. : ,

There is no amendment in Clause 21. The question before the House is :
“That Clause 21 forms part of the Bill.” |
(The motiqn was adopted)_
Mr. Deputsr Chairman ;| Clause 21 as amended forms part of she };ill.
Now question before the House is :
That Preamble, Clause 1 and Short title form part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Deputy Chairman # ‘Now,,ﬂNo. 5, Rana M;)haqni'lmad Han:’t:f Khan,
Ch. Mohamuiad Haneef l{han_ i Bir, I,Be‘g to moi}e P |

«“That the Bill to constitute certain authorities for the collection and co-
ordination of statistics to facilitate economic and other planning’
[The General Statistics, Bill, 1975]. be passed.” ‘

. Mr. Deputy Chairman : The Motion moved is :
‘«That the Bill to constitute certain authorities for the collection and co-
crdination of statistics to facilitate economic and other planning
~ [The General Statistics, Bill, 1975], be passed.”’

No opposition ? ‘No speeches ? Do you want to say something ?

Ch. Moh’ammad'Hanif Khan . NQ, Sir, except Thanks.
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Mr. Deputy Chairman : Now the question before the House is :

“That the Bill to constitute certain authorities for the collection and co-
ordination of statistics to facilitate economic and other planning
[The General Statistics, Bill, 1975], be passed.’’

The Bill stands passed.
Now No. 6, Malik Mohammad Jafar.

THE DIVORCE (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1975

Malik Mohammad Jaffar (Minister of State for Minorities Affairs &
Tourism : Sir, I was to move for suspension of the rules so that the Bill could
be taken into consideration at once but the Leader of the House has asked me
that the Members consider that this Bill may be taken into consideration on
Monday. So if that is the consensus in view of the Members, I have no
objection lo that and I think in view of that, this motion will not be necessary
if it is taken on Monday,

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Suspension will be there in any case because
today notice is there but we can defer it to- Monday. = = 4 :

- Malik Mohammad Jaffar : Today is Saturday and tomorrow is Sunday and
then Monday. -

Mr. Deputy Chairman : There are some requests from some Members that
they have booked their seats, and they want to leave tomorrow. Those who are
living nearby it is e2sier for them to go and come ‘back but those who are not
living nearby it is difficult for them to confine to their rooms.

Malik Mohammad Jaffar : We can proc:ed ahead, Sir, bécause this Bill
was introduced in the National Assembly, and certain amendments. we:e made
by the Standing Committee of the National Assembly. ‘Then, * Sir, the Standing
Committee of the Senate, and.you are a Member of the Committee, has gone
| minutely into the Bill and I don’t think there will be any long debate; It will
| take.a few minutes. " : ; TR

Mr. Deputy Chairman : There would have been a suggestion for postpon-
ing the debate if there would. have been some lcngthy debates. Actually, 1
have been the Member of that Committee. Mr. Masud and other colleagues
can tell you that the Committee has gone into the details. The Committec
- sat on this Bill, for about seven days. So, I do not think that there will be

~ lengthy debates, : \
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Yes, Senator Ghulam Rasul Siddigi.

tod Mr. Chulam Rasul Siddiqi : It may be suspended and should be taken up
oday. :

Malik Mohammad Jaffar : Yes, I will take. Sir, I beg to move that the
requirement of sub-rule (2) of rule 83 of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in the Senate. 1973, in regard to the Bill further
to amend the Divorce Act, 1869 [The Divorce (Amendment) Bill, 1975],
as reported by the Standing Committee, be dispensed with.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : The motion moved is :

““That the requirement of sub-rule (2) of rule 83 of the Rules of Proce-
~dure and Conduct of Business in the, Senate, 1973, in regard to (he
Bill further to amend the Act, 1869 [The Divorce.(Amendment) Bill,
1975], as reported by the Standing Committee, be dispensed with.

_ The motion is not opposed, therefore, I put the question. The question
‘before the House is ;- - o

““That the requirement of sub-rule (2) of rule 83 of tte Rules of Pro-
cedure and Conduct.of Business in the Senate, 1973. in regard to the
Bill further to mand the Divorce Act, 1869 [The Divorce (Amend-
ment) Bill, 1975], as reported by the Standing Committee, be dis-
pensed with, : o ‘ gk . 4

Sl v’;’:('T/ie_moﬁt'ion was adopted)
Mr. Deputy Chairman : The Rule is suspended.

! t . Yes No. 7.

\'j "~ Malik Mohammad Jafar: Sir, I teg to move ,tkhé.yty the Bill_furthet:to amend

the Divorce Act, 1869 [The Divorce (Amendment) Bill, 1975], as reported by the
Standing Committee, be taken into consideration at once.

Mr. Deputy Chairman: ;Tl}ie motion moved is :

. .““That the Bill further to amend the Divorcé Act, 1869 [The Divorce
e O (Amendmend) Bill, 1975], -as reported by .the Standing Committee,
“be taken into consicderation at once.” Dy !

~Yes ? Tt is not'épposed. - Please explain it.
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Malik Mohammad Jafar : Sir, this is a simple _piece of legislation aimed
at bringing out a reform in the public interest and, I think, it should not be
controversial. As it is known to the honourable Members, the Law is applicable
to certain family matters of the Christian Community. It is applicable to Chris-
tians only, and the matter is covered by the Law which was passed in 1869.
This is a matter of divorce, the question of nullity of marriage, separation, the
maintenance of children.

1 would make it clear at the outset that the present Government is committed
to the object or protecting the rights of the non-Muslim minorities in Pakistan,
and the object is to safeguard all their interests. That is by there is provision
in the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Paksstan, besides other provi-
sions, that the personal laws of the minorities wili be protected, and pven we
will be Proceeding to bring the present legal Act into conformity with the
Injunctions of Islam. There is a safeguard in the Constitution that those pro-
visos shall not adversely effect the personal laws of the minorities. So, the law

- does not bring about any change in the substance of the Act of 1869, that is,

the ground for which divorce can be sought ina Court or a degree of nullity
can be obtained, or the proviso for the age, for the maturity of the minor

~ children, and their rights of maintenance and all those things. They are

imtact.They are not changzd. That can, of course, be changed but ealy
if our Christian brothern want such a change. At present, the change.

is only for the procedure, particulary the jurisdiction, the forum before which

such cases can go, the degree, the mortagae, nullity of marriage and like
subjects.

Now, Sir, when the Law was originally passed in 1869, the situation was
such that foreign rulers were also involved in this litigation, and their personal
cases were also decided. ~ Actually, it was a measure to sufeguard their interests
that the jurisdiction was given to High Court and District Courts. There was
a provision, as you know, of dispute of this nature between the Indians, for
instance, of that time, now Muslims or even. the Hindus in Pakirtan, that are
decided by the Courts under the general procedure of the jurisdiction of
the Courts. Then, of course, appeals can be taken to higher Courts.
But in this case there is a special provision that the cases were to be
decided, in the first instance of the trial by the High Court and thea the number
of judges was also fixed. Then there wase also this additional provision that
the final decree for dissolution of marriage was to be confirmed by the High

Court and that was necessary.

Now. Sir, that situation is no longer here. In the first instance all citizcns
of Pakistan are equal before the law and, therefore, they should have the same
rules for having their disputes decided by the Courts. Secondly, the puestion
which is more impo:tant is that our Christian brothern in Pakistan come mpsxly
from a poor section of the society and if those provisions were to continue,
what will happen ? Sir, you are a lawyer and my other friends here are also
lawyers, and they know that litigation at the High Court level costs more, in
the first instance, because, of lawyer’s fees which are higher in the High Court
than in lower Courts, and it takes more time, Confirmation is also unneces-
S'afy.
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Now, the change that we have tried to bring about in the Law is that dis-
putes of this nature between the Christian will be tried like those of all other
citizens, in the first instance, by the Court of the Civil Judge and then, of
course, the decree, no sooner than it is opcrative, it will become final.
When the Civil Judge dccides all decrees are final. The right of appeal has
not been taken away here also. If the party is aggrieved by the orders of the
Civil Judge, then it can go in an appeal before the District Judge. There can
also be an appeal filed in the High Court, and if conditions Jaid down in the
Constitution are satisfied there can also be an appeal before the Supreme Court.
So, these are the objects of this reform. Of course, then there are comsequen-
tial matters because if you see the amendments it will be noticed that many
sections stand amended and that is because of consequential changes because
other sections connected with this object have also to be changed.

Then, Sir, when the Bill was received from the National Assembly it was
referred to the Standing Committee and the Standing Committee of the Senate,
as becoming of the Upper House, has gone minutely into the provisions of this
Bill and has made certain changes in the Bill as passed by the National

Assembly, and those amendments are also before the House. This is all I
wanted to say on this. Thank you.

~ Mr. Deputy Chairman :

Any other speech ? Any Member wants to speak ?
Yes, Senator Asifa Faroogi. , .
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Mr. Deputy Chairman : No one else ?

So I put the question to the House. The question before the House is :
“That the Bill further to amend the Divorce Aet, 1869 [The Dwowc
(Amendment) Bill, 1975], as reported by the Standing Committee, be

taken into consideration at once.”

(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Deputy Chairman : The motlon is adopted.

Now I take the Bill clause by’ clause 'I’he Standing' Commlttee has
suggested amendments in clause 2, 3, 4, 5 and thea 25 of the Bill. I will put all
the clauses together. Now the question before the House is :

¢“That Clauses 2 to 25 form part of the Bill.””
in certain clauses and there are no amendments in certain clauses How can all be
put together ?
M. Deputy Chairman : I wanted to bring to the notice of the House that

these clauses are amended by the Committee. Under the Rules we are not obbged
1 to put the am>nded clauses separately. In order to avoid any possible confusion,

in the carher Bill; I had put the amended clauses saparately. I think, weoan
do that in thls Bill as well, »

t

1 Now the question before the House is :

|

“That Clauses 2, 3 4 and 5 form part of the BllL.
v (The motion was adopted )

b : : e i

C .. Mr Deputy Chairman : Clauses 2,3,4and. 5 form part of the. Billi We

I neéd not say‘as amended® because it is an amendment proposed by ‘the Com-

¢ thittee ; that forms part of-the. record: otherwise. . Now the question before: dre
House is : ;

| 1i1 o “That clauses 6 to 25 form part of‘the Bill.”
i ) ) N

gf " ; (The motion was adopted)

1 {

! Mr. Deputy Chalrman Clauces 8 to 25 form part of the Bnll

§ - Now the quesuon before the Housels ,
| “That the Preamble, Clause I and Short Title form part of the Blll i
a . s oy : V R
e . .- gThe motzon was adopted)

! | Mrt Ahmad Waheed Akhtar : Not 2 to 25’ because there are amendments
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Mr. Deputy Chairman : ’Tfi‘é Prédmble Clause 1 and Short titlé fort part
of the Bill. ; . . »

. Next item No. 8.
Ma)ik Mohammad Jarar : Sir, I beg to mog_v,e}:

““That'the Bill furthiér to amend the Divorce Act, 1869 [The Divorce
(Amendment) Bill, 1975], be passed.’

'Mr. Duputy Chairtan :  The motion moved is :

“That the Bill further to amend the Divorce Act, 1869 [The Divorce
(Amendment) Bill, 1975], be passed.”’ ‘

Mr. Deputy Chairman : It is not opposcd Would you like to say some-
thmg in the thltd reading ?
wiel g o a7 O lnls GeS W e op ! Yl Glia o ik Mg Sl
o o U 55 gl S ol Sad SOl e Ogpse Osb Opian K wale di,0
b S plae b ¢ plae Glass 395 05 o w ey o L L o o 5T Sl
v s é\( ov Jee Db W late It oy ©ledia O w7 LgT il w2 95 wf
w 3 Ol e vxrq_ u:f_,b S5 Sl W S g ligen uuc.a! O e 0 %)
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Mr. Deputy Chairamn : T he question before the House s :

‘“That the Bill further to amend the Dwerce Act, 1869 [The Divorce
(Amendment) Bill, 1975], be passed.””

(The motion was adopted)
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Mr. Deputy Chairman: The Bill stands passed.
There is no work before the House. |
PROROGATION
Mr. Deputy Chairman : We have receiied a communication from the
President proroguing the Senate, I read it to the House. It says:
«In exercise of the powers conferred by clause 1 of Article ‘4 of the -
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 1 hereby. prorogue
sugi the Senate on the conclusion of its sitting on the 23rd August, 1975.”
the " The Senate is prorogued. | ‘;
T o = 3o adjourn o oS Jep o ol DY ole g kel By
| o o) e gskdd ek ch o2 GTW 0 N8 K J3 T E nle ety ¢
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} - Thank you, Sir.
? l o (The Senate was prorogued)
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