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SENATE’ DEBATES

SENATE OF PAKISTAN

Firday, May 14, 1976

‘Thé Senate of Pakistan met in the Scnate Chamber, (State Bank
lding), Islamabad, at half-past nine of the clock in the morning,,
. Chairman {Mr. Habibullah Khan) in the Chair. A

(Recitation from the Holy Quran)

;?ESOLUTION RE : FIXATION OF MINIMUM PADDY PRICE ANjD
‘PROCUREMENT OF PADDY DIRECTLY FROM. GROWERS ’
INSTEAD OF RICE FROM MILLERS SO AS TO ASSURE
FAIR PRICE TO GROWERS

M Chamnan : Now, we take up resolutions. I think, this resolus-
tion (A..Mr. Khoso at item No. 2 was moved ? ‘ '

Mi' Afzal Khan Kh0so : Yes, Sir.
Mr Chautman 2 And had the discussion also started ?

[ty Mr.vAfzal Khan Khoso : Yes, Sir, it was discussed. I had spokemn
-on it and a number of honourable Senators had also spoken on it. It was

dt:ferrcd because the honourable Minister wanted it to be deferred for
further dxscussxon ,

Mr: Ch‘alrman Is some honourable Mxmster present here 7

7"‘-’."‘5 5}534 W u‘«a Qk* (g.ﬂ)_,,. ¢_' ] g—ﬂl )J)_)) deal )L\QJ‘SJJAP'-

Mr. Cha;rman : Does thxs resolunon concern your mestry

Ch Mgmtaz Abm k Mxms;craf State for Food) Yes Slr»
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.Ch., Mumtaz Ahmad : Yes, Sir.

‘Mr. Chairman : 1 would like to know whether any gentleman wishes
ito participate or to add to what has already been said ?

Mr. Tahir Mohammad Khan : Sir, the discussion was closed that
«day, It was only deferred for the reply of the honourabie Minister.

Mr. Chairman : It cannot be ‘closed unless the Minister had taken
#the floor. Since no other honourable Member wants to take part Ch.
Mumtaz Ahmad you can now wind up debate.
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[Ch. Mumtaz Ahmad]
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PROCUREMENT OF PADDY DIRECTLY FROM GROWERS INSTEAD OF
RICE FROM MILLERS SO AS TO ASSURE FAIR PRICE TO GROWERS
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Mr. Chairman : Thank you very much.

Shaikh Mehammad Rashid (Minister for Food and Agriculture, Under-
developed Areas and Land Reforms) : Sir, may I have your permission?

Mr. Chairman : Well, Shaikh Sahib will now make his observa-
tions. Yes, Shaikh Sahib !

‘Shaikh Mohammad Rashid : Sir, the position is that the Government
is fully aware of the difficulties of the growers, that they are not getting
the due prices of the paddy and that the middle-men are exploiting them.
So, the view which the honourable Members have expressed here are
very valid views and for that reason even its cognisance was taken by
the Agricultare Enquiry Committee and its Chapter 12, clause 3 says :

““The recommendation was made that
wherever possible the Deputy Commis-
sioner of the district concerned shall fix,
the price of paddy for their local areas in
consultation with the growers and the rice
millers to ensure a fair return to the gro-
wer. Secondly, that purchase of paddy
by public sector rice mills and the other
public sector agencies, PASCO, should be
increased.””

So, Sir, this is a constitutional document. As this has received the
assent of the Council of Common Interests, therefore, this is the constitu-
tional responsibility of the Government to ensure that they should get
fair return. Further more, even now subsequently, the Government
has felt that whatever the difficulties in the purchase of paddy which
have been explained in detail by the honourable Minister of State for
Food, the Government is also seized of them and the Government is
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trying to overcome those difficulties’ by chalking out a programme, &
tangible and a workable programme,

Sir, now I am talking of the subsequent development, subsequent
to the approval of this document, although this document is a sacred
document because it has the constitutional guarantee. So, Sir, I would
only assure the honourable Members that in addition to the recommenda-
tions which are embodied in this document approved by the Council
of Common Interests and also approved by the Prime Minister we are
further looking for resolving those difficulties to purchase the paddy.
On this assurance 1 would request the honourable Member to please
withdraw his resolution and again I assure him that we will try our
utmost even to resolve the difficulties which have been rightly explained
by the honourable Minister of State.

Mr. Chairman : Thank you. What is now your reaction, Mr.
Khoso ?

Mr, Afzal Khan Kheso : Mr. Chairman, Sir, as regards my argu-
ments, I had gone in length last Friday. Sir, my request was based on
two things. Firstly, that the Government should fix minimum paddy
prices as the Government fixes rice prices each year. There is a formula
that could be worked out as the Government works out the formula
for the purchase of rice. There are two varieties of rice when we talk
about the rice. The honourable Minister of State has mentioned that
from Rs. 27/- the price has been increased to Rs. 48/-. Now, Sir,
this price of 48 rupees, the honourable Minister was talking about
Irri-6 special variety. But there is also Irri-6 ordinary variety.

Mr. Chairman : If you again raise controversial points then the
Minister would like to reply them.

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : I have no objection, Sir. :

Mr. Chairman : But I will have objection. This unending debate
cannot be allowed. The twe Ministers have had their say. The only:
question is whether you agree to their suggestion, and you withdraw:
or you want to press. : wH ‘ ‘

Shaikh Mohammad Rashid Wlth your pcniﬁssioxri.,,Sir‘, I ha’vge ‘only» :
to assure on_behalf of the Government that we honour their views and
we are working to resolve the difficulties in fixing paddy prices.

Mr. Chairman: You must have noted the assurance given by
Shaikh Sahib. , : . v el

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : Sir, the assurance is there. I understand
that. But I also understand the meaning of the assurance. Why not
fix paddy prices ? Why not adopt a formula, so that paddy prices are
fixed alongwith ri‘Cepricgs each year. 2

Mr. Chairman : Do‘you(?'cxp;ect any of the two Ministers to get
up now and say we already accept your suggestion ?. Do you expect
that ? They have expressed their view point and you have heard them.

Afzal Khan Khoso : . But, Sir, I have also expressed my, view:
t is one thing but, we have tried the Deputy Commission
-we hold about 10 meetings, The D. Cs. canng
hen they do fix the prices they are not. implementec
experienc ave been. involved in these sort

o % LEE FERRIV H % %5 FAFPREE N i F3 i faid s 7 ) 9
ct.. Thave spoken, to the Chief Minister on the 2ad of

March:
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at Jacobabad and I took a delegation to the Chief Minister and he:

instructed the D. C. that price should be fixed. We were getting Rs, 26/-
but when the D. C. fixed the prices atthe instructions of the Chief
Minister—I am saying this for the information of the House—the prices
went down by four rupees after the Chief Minister left. Sir, there
has been no formula and if the formula could be rightly worked out
then the prices of rice and paddy could be fixed each year. I think
that is not the right answer, Sir, that we are......

Shaikh Mohammad Rashid : Only one minute, Sir.
Mr. Chairman: Yes?

Shaikh Mohammad Rashid : This is, Sir, precisely the thing which
I have submitted and respectfully I again reiterate that the Government
is considering to chalk out a formula whereby those difficulties should.
be resolved. This is precisely what the hon’ble member wants. Now,
if he would kindly seeme in my office I will be able to explain the
detail of what government is considering because here this document
means as agreement between the growers and the rice millers but we
are going further. I am talking of the subsequent development that
the Government is considering further than that to resolve the difficul-
ties.

Mr. Chairman : Now, Mr. Khoso, you must have noted what the

hon’ble Minister has stated. To put it in a nutshell the suggestion is
this that your points, your objections, have been appreciated and they
will be considered. They cannot say, yes or no, to you at this stage
but they have noted your objections and they quite appreciate the
difficulties and the hardsbips caused to the growers but they say, we
are thinking of chalking out or preparing some formula whereby these
difficulties could be tided over or overcome. They do not say that you
are wrong and they are not considering that. That is not what they
say. Then, there Ministers are concerned with the matter and if they
give assurance to you that the objection raised by you and the points.
made by you will be considered with sympathy then I think that is.
enough then you can run the risk.

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : 1 would not go to that length but I would
certainly ask for a better and less vague assurance on these two points
made out and whether the hon’ble Minister would consider the future:
policy of paddy on the sort of formule that I have suggested.

Mr. Chairman : Won’t that thing be sufficient when the Minister has.

said that your objections and your point ‘of view have been noted and

will be considered.

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : On these lines ? I want them to be consi~
they dered on these lines. : AL 7S ‘ ’ ‘

Mr. Chairman: “On these lines’ is a diplomatic way of putting the:
thing. On these lines means that you are confining the consideration of
the Government ‘and they cannot devidate from it. They must accept
your lines.

| Mr Afzal KhanKhosa : Forfuture cdnsideration. | Ido not thmk

they should decide now. Isay future consideration.
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Mr. Chairman : Your objection within the framework of this resolu-
tion will surely be considered by the Government,

Shaikh Mohammad Rashid : T go one step further and say it is being
-considered. It is not that we will consider, it is being considered.

Mr. Chairman : Now, he has gone one step further you also go
-one step this side.

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : This is not my problem only. It is also
the problem of the Government.

Shaikh Mohammad Rashid : If you say such a thing then let me be
very clear that in this august House, this honourable House, it should
not be said by the Hon'ble Member that his line should be adopted.
{ am sorry I cannot give this assurance.

Mr. Chairman : No, no, that cannot be done.

Shaikh Mohammad Rashid : The question is we can resolve the
difficulties further. Sir, I have referred to this formula which is
ambodied in the Agricultural Enquiry Committee and I said that the
Government is going further to resolve the difficulties.

Mr, Chairman : I quite follow. Mr. Khoso, there is no such
<commitment and assurance that your lines will be accepted but what
I-understand him to say is that there is his assurance that your objection
and the lines you have put forward, you have brought before the
House, they will be considered. By ‘consideration’ he means to say
that he will give due consideration to it. There will be rational consider-
ation of it, not, of course, irrational consideration. I think that is the
normal way of coming to some sort of understanding.

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : Sir, I have got great regard for the Hon’ble
Minister. It is his function to see that the people are not exploited.
We are against the exploitation of the masses and that is why I brought
this motion. I have no personal grouse. '

Mr. Chairman: No, no, you should not suspect that the Minister
will sympathise not with the growers but with the millers or somebody
<lse ;- the middleman. No, no.

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : The hon’ble Minister said something
about the millers going out of business. There are about 400 or 500 or
2y 1,000 millers but there are 235 million people who are suffering.

Mr. Chairman : Now, what is your reply ?

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : Yes, Sir. We will try to...

Mr. Chairman : And all this is being brought on the record.
Mr. Afzal Khan Khosb : We will ‘try. I do not ?ress.

Mr. Chairman : With the permission of the House. I will ask the
House. ' ' it : , :

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : “I d’o nét preSs.

R
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Mr. Chairman : All right. You withdraw ?

Mr, Afzal Khan Khoso : 1 do not press. I withdraw.

Mr. Chairman : Do you withdraw the resolution ?

All right, T will ask the House. Has Mr. Khoso your permission to
withdraw the resolution?

Voices : Yes.

Mr. Chariman : In view of the assurance given by the two Ministers
-and particularly Shaikh Rashid, Mr. Khoso has with drawn his resolution,
-and the House has consented to it, and they have given permission.

Qazi Faizul Haque :  Point of order.

Mr. Chairman : Yes, Qazi Sahib, what do you want to say ? Are
“you against this cease-fire ?

L5 S ool oiadang w5 ol Yl Olia o Gl (a8 el

Mr. Chairman : Do you want to reopen ?
gile gl S Gl CnEy T8 £ s 1 Y wla . Jzﬂ ué:éué@
koi}_}c.‘j}g) W - < tcr & 584 8, é.’:"‘/i A _):\9.) 4’:‘4' 35/ g,.é*lﬁ’ _}“‘}-@-S’
AJ\-S’ é.&‘:l:: }r _)éj} rJ:‘ _53 ‘a l:( t:} ‘2 Ugg ‘_3 9> leg w_;t{ 65 Lj.f JJé'Jé };
- ;_y\"?.r 4%4'.« 4—-)&"3 <. U?-r @’:5’ 5o _)_9' Ug‘,f w 55 (N énr‘ Uﬁf“
-4{_‘33 Wryaj l-@-) li?.f .@g.r_}?a_.(}:‘ :M}M&’cy&z

‘Mr. Chairman : Qazi Sahib has yet to learn many things. He has
objection to your meeting Mr. Khoso.
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” Shaikh Mohammad Rashid : And I will put those points before the :”
House. :
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You want us all to go to his office.
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Shaikh Mohammad Rashid : Welcome. Even Qazi Sahib can come.
You can come,
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Shaikh Mohammad Rashid : .”Although he hails from the far-flung
area yet the real produce is in Sheikhupura. I will not now meet Mr.
Khoso, I will meet Qazi Sahib: :

Mr. Chairman : All right, Mr. Khoso, Qazi Sahib can accompany
you to his office.

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : Yes. Sir. What Qazi Sahib actually meant
was that all the speeches made and all the formulas given by the very
Senator if all the copies are obtained by the hon’ble Minister the Minis-
ter will have a better view. Even then it is not necessary for me OF
Qazi Sahib. -

Mr. Chairman: Do y‘ou want to say that the hon’ble Miqistcr'

concerned should be furnished with the copies ?

Mg. Afzal Khan Khoso : Yes, Sir, we have had detailed discussion
on this. Even that will give enough light on whatever we have had to

B —
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Mr. Chairman : You can have the copy of the speeches.

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : We will have, the hon’ble Minister may
also have. Then we can work it out, myself and Qazi Sahib will go
together.

Mr. Chairman : Well, if you make a formal request you will
have the copies of your speeches, your points or whatever you have
said, but you make a formal request for that and then you, armed with
those copies, can discuss the matter with the Minister concerned.

Mr. Afzal Khan Khosoe : Yes, Sir, when the hon’ble Minister has
all the copies of all the speeches, then we will meet him.

Mr. Chairman : All right. This disposes of resolution No. 1. Now
we move on to the resolution No. Z, Item No. 3, Yes.

RESOLUTION Re : RECOGNITION OF THE TANZEEMUL MADARIS
(AHL-E-SUNNAH) PAKISTAN’S CERTIFICATE AS EQUIVALENT
TO DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF ARTS

Maulana Shah Ahmad Neorani Siddigi : Sir, I beg to move :

““That this House is of opinion that the
Government do recognize the Tanzeemul
Madaris (Ahl-e-Sunnah) Pakistan’s certi-
ficate as equivalent to degree of Bachelor
of Arts.”

Mr. Chairman : Yes, the resolution moved is :

““That this House is of the opinion that
the Government do recognize the Tan-
zeemul Madaris (Ahl-e-Sunnah) Pakistan’s
certificate as equivalent to degree of
Bachelor of Arts.”

Opposed ?

Mr. Mohammad Haneef Khan (Minister for Information and Broadw
casting) : Yes, Sir, it is opposed.
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Mr. Chairman : All right. Go on, go on. Say what you like.
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Mr. Chairman : So, I will put the question to the House:
- 031 U5 a8 5 6k & 01 e
Now, is he allowed to withdraw his resolution ?

-

Voices : Yes, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : In view of the observations mad¢by the Minister
should he withdraw ? Has he your permission ?

Voices : Yes, Sir. T reemul Mudr’s WCe}’/?ﬁ[l‘;tL

- Mr. Chairman : It stands withdrawn with the permission of the
ouse, \

Now, we take up the next. Yes, Chaudhry sahib.
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(Interruption)
'Mr. Mohammad Haneef Khan : When nothing is put to the Hoﬁsc,

anything said by any hon’ble Member cannot form part of the pro-
ceedings. : ' - g ey
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- Wezmew O O 1 e Slia
You are referring to what ?
Mr. Mohammad Haneef Khan : Iam referring to the contradictions
to my submissions made by the hon’ble Maulana sahib after the resolu-

tion has been withdrawn. Now, in connection with that resolution any-
thing that is said by the hon’ble Member is off the record, I think.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar (Minister for Law and Parliamentary
Affairs) : I have got to make a submission, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : I am sorry, I was not quite attentive. Did he say
anything for Malik Sahib in his absence ?

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, [ have got to make a submission.

Mr. Chairman: First I want to understand the implication of

what Mr. Mohammad Haneef Khan has said. 1 have not been able to
understand.

Mr. Mohammad Haneef Khan : Sir, he wanted to contradict me
after the matter was settled in this House. So, my submission was that
whatever he has said afterwards without the permission of the Chairman
in the context of that resolution which has been settled and decided by

the House that will be out of the record, and will not form part of the
proceedings.
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My permission, but I was present.

Mr. Mohammad Haneef Khan: You may be present. We cannot
say anything unless you recognize us, sir.
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Mr. Chairman : Oh, yes. |
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Maulana Sahib has withdrawn.
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Mr. Chairman (smiling) : I would not allow you.
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Mr. Chairman : Let us now settle down Masud Ahmad Khan,
“Chaudhry Sahib is moving the resolution.
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Mr. Chairman:: You move the formal r:so]ution.

. 4h, Mohammad Aslam : Sir, I move:

““The Senate is -of the opinion that
WAPDA do supply Sui Gas to Mandi
‘Bahauddin Town on priority basis.”’

“Ch. Mnmfaz Abmad : Opposed, Sir;

Mr. Ihsanul Haq : Sir, I am on a Point of order.
Mr. Chairman : You are on a Point of order ?

- 'Mr. Ihsanul Haq : Yes sir, regarding this resolution. Sir the Reso-
Jution says ‘“Senate is of the opinion that WAPDA do supply Sui gas to
Mandi Bahauddin Town on priority basis”> Sir, WAPDA is a different
body and this body has nothing to do with the supply of gas in the coun-
try. 8o, in the very off-set this resolution is out of order.

e 7Ch. Mohammad Aslam : Point of order. Sir, this is not the point
i -of order. * , o
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Mr, Chairman : There cannot be point of order over the Point of
Order. Let me first dispose of that point of order.

i

Mr. Ihsanul Haq : Sir, the wording of the resolution is that......

Mr. Chairman : No, do not read it. It has been read twice. Now,
the question is, when I have admitted it to be in.order, you will be-
challenging my decision, I might have done it wrongly, you see, I do
not claim perfection in every thing. But this was placed before me and:
I allowed it as a proper resolution and it is for the Minister concerned to.
say and it is not for you to challenge on this point that WAPDA has
nothing to do with it. No doubt you are quite competent to challenge
the assertion, you can oppose it, not only oppose it, you can oppose
it tooth and nail and the Minister concerned can hit him back that

- WAPDA has nothing to do with it. It is very easy. Once I allowed the
resolution it cannot be chalienged.

Mr. Ibsanul Haq : Sorry, Sir. But I want to bring to your notice
that the wording is not in_order.

Mr. Chairman: Let the ;Minister concerned say that WAPDA has.
nothing to do with it. Now the matter ends there. All right, Mr.

Minister you are opposing it.
Ch. Mumtaz Abmad : Yes Sir, I oppose it..

Mr. Chairman : Now, Chowdhry Sahib, you can speak. You are:
asking WAPDA to do certain things but WAPDA .is not competent.
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Mr. Chairman : Yes, I have no objection. Will the Minister inform.
me and the House as to whose job is it to supply Sui Gas—the. authority,.
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the competent and appropriate authority which supplies Sui gas to the
towns, cities......

Ch. Mumtaz Ahmad : Sir, this is Sui Northern Gas. WHPDA does
not supply Sui gas. This resolution is incorrect.

Mr. Chairman : What is the authority ?
Ch. Mumtaz Ahmad : Sui Northern Gas.
Mr. Chairman : Sui Nothern Gas ?

Ch. Mumtaz Ahmad : Yes Sir.
Mr, Chairman ;: Isitafirm ?

Ch. Mumtaz Abmad : Yes Sir, it is a firm.
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Ch. Mumtaz Ahmad : Sir, this is semi-Government organization, it
is autonomous.

Mr. Chairman : It may not be completely semi-autonomous. It
may be autonomous. Yes Chaudhry Sahib please move.

Ch. Mohammad Aslam : “The Senate is the opinion that Sui gas be
supplied to Mandi Bahauddin on priority basis.”

Mr. Chairman : Read it again.

Ch. Mohammad Aslam : ‘“Sui gas be supplied to Mandi Bahanddin
Town on priority basis.”

Mr. Chairman: You formally move this amendment. You say
‘““that 1 move an amendment to my this resolution. You formaliy move
your verbal amendment. Mr. Ihsan you can help him.

Mr. Ihsangl Haq : Sir, I move :

““The Senate is of the opinion that Sui
Northern Gas. Pipeline Ltd. do supply sui
gas to Mandi Bahauddin Town on priority
basis.”’

This is the correct word for the northern region. There are two or
three companies. Indus Sui Gas is the parent company for the northern
areas or other area. The Sui Northern Gas Pipeline Ltd, is the word
of the Company.
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Mr. Chairman : You want to substitute these words ? |

Mr. Ihsannl Haq : That will be better and proper. i
Mr. Chairman : I allowed him to put the amendment, but I will
put it to the House. : , {

Mr. Ihsanul Haq : Should I move the amendment ? _

Mr. Chairman : Yes, you can.

Mr. Ihsanul Haq : Sir, I beg to move that the resolution which:
stands in the name of Ch. Mohammad Aslam should be amended as :

““That the Senate is of the opinion that ‘ LA
Sui Northern Gas Pipeline Ltd. do supply
sui-gas to Mandi Bahauddin Town on prio-

rity basis.”’
Mr. Chairman : The amendment moved by Mian Thsanul Haq is
that :

‘“The Senate is of the opinion that Sui
Northern Gas Pipeline Ltd. do supply sui-
gas to Mandi Bahauddin Town on priority

basis.”

Yes, the Minister, you want to say some thing ?
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Mr. Chairman : It is perfectly reasonable because previously youw
had to say something on behalf of the Government......

Mr. Masud Ahmad Khan : I may please be allowed to speak because
1 want elucidation of this amendment. I don’t think, the Senate can
direct a semi-autonomous body to carry out its resolution. I think, the
resolution moved by the mover was more appropriate.

Mr. Chairman : There is a technical objection and if we can
remove it by having an amended resolution as has just been moved by

Mian Ihsan-ul-Haq .....

Mr. Masud Abmad Khan : I am visualizing the difficulty. The
amendment put forward by Mian Ihsan-ul-Haq is not an appropriate one
because the Senate, through a resolution, cannot direct an autonomous
or a semi-autonomous body to carry out that resolution. This is my
own personal view. I think, the mover had moved an appropriation

resolution. |
Mr. Chairman : You see there is much force in the argument-of

Mr. Masud Ahmad Khan that since it is a semi-autonomous body, is the
Senate competent to direct them ?
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Ch. Mohammad Aslam : He has suppotred my amendment.

‘Mr. Chairman : In this respect if we read rule 115 (2) which lays

dowWn—

““The resolution shall relate to a mat-
ter which is primarily the concern of the
Government or to a matter in which the
Government has substantial financial in-
terest.”

The words are “‘primarily the concern of the Government’. So,
your resolution must relate to a matter which is primarily the concern

of the Government and not of a company.

Ch. Mohammad Aslam : This is not a private company.

Mr. Chairman : This is a question of fact. He has raised a tech-
nical objection. Whether itis a Government or a semi-Government or-
panization I don’t know much about that. However, rule 115 (2) ..

Mr. Mohammad Haneef Khan : May I explain the factual position ?
Mr. Chairman : Yes.

Mr. Mohammad Haneef Khan : Sui gas comes under the purview of
Fuel and Natural Resources Ministry. It is a semi-autonomous body
and the Government has got authority to direct the policy of this Com-
pany. When this resolution will be discussed or passed then this House
will be communicating its wishes to the Ministry of Fuel, Power and
Natural Resources and then it will be for that Ministry to direct the
policy as decided by this honourable House. In that way, this resolu-
iion becomes relevant. It becomes relevant in the context that if the
resolution is passed or any direction is issued by this House then the

Ministry for Natural Resources will see to it that it is carried out.

_Mr. Chairman: We are concerned with rule 115(2) which says :

: “The resolution shall relate to-a matter
which is primarily the concern of the
‘Government......... 22

- Mr. Mohammad Haneef Khan : The policy is primarily the concern

-of Natural Resources Ministry.

Mr. Chairman : It “‘shall relate to a matter in which the Goveru-
ment has substantial financial interest.’

‘Mr. Mohammad Haneef Khan : Government has got substantial ﬁnan-

-cial u;tcrcst in this Company.

.« Mr. Chairman : If the Government has substantial financial inte-
-rest in this C‘ompany, then we have to give up the word “WAPDA” and
“we Have to say. “Government do supply it”’. ‘
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Mr. Abmad Waheed Akhtar : It is under the control of the Ministry.

of Natural Resources.
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I think, many of the Members are not aware as to why this resolu-
tion has given rise to so many divergent views., Nobody knows for
certain as to which is the appropriate authority {competent to supply
Sui-gas.

Mr. Mohammad Haneef Khan : I have submitted that the competent
authority is the Federal Government in the Ministry of Natural Re-
sources,

Mr. Chairman : You have made it quite clear.

Shaikh Mohammad Rashid (Ministre for Food and Agriculture, under
developed Areas and Land Reforms) : I don’t think there is any necessi-
ty of mentioning the name of Government. The wording of the resolu-
tion should be that ““this House is of the opinion that Sui-gas should be
supplied to such and such village®’. Itis immaterial whether the Com-
pany is private or semi autonomous. It is primarily the concern of the
Government as to which region or district needs Sui-gas on priority
basis. This is a policy matter.

Mr. Chairman : Then the word “WAPDA’’ should be omitted.
Shaikh Mokammad Rashid : It is a Government body.

Mr. Chairman : Then what should be the wording of the reso-
lution ?

Shaikh Mohammad Rashid : The resolution moved by Mr. Aslam
was appropriate.

M. Chairman : I thgnk, the wording should be that ““the Senate:
is of the opinion that the Federal Government do supply Sui-gas.....””
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Mr. Chairman :

Technically you are correct. Z

Mr. Ahmad Waheed Akhtar : There cannot be any other oral ?’*i
.amendment. B
Mr. Chairman : I want some solution. E
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Mr. Chairman : I understand that it will be rejected. We want
-some concensus of the House on a certain point, and what I feel, after
the two Ministers have explained the position, is that the wording of
the resclution should be ‘‘that the Senate is of the opinion that the
‘Government do supply Sui-gas’>. Now, how to move that ? First of
all, I will put the original amendment to the House and, naturally, it

will be rejected, because it is out of tune with the actual facts. Then,
somebody should move another amendment.
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Mr. Chairman : This is only a procedural debate. I don’t think
4t will lead us to anywhere. It will lead us to a dead lane.
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Mr. Chairman : This is only a procedural debate and I do not
think it will lead us anywhere. 1t will lead us in a dead lane. He did
mnot actually formally move that suggestion or amendment. Before I
«could allow him to move his amendment, Mr. Ihsanul Haq got up and
he formally moved his amendment, 3o. first I will have to put before

the House the amendment of Mr. Ihsahul Haq. The House can say ‘no’
01 ‘yes’ to it.

I put the amendment.
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The amendment moved by Mr. lhsaul Haq to the original resolu-
tion is :

That it should be read like this :

““The Senate is of the opinion that Sui
Northern Gas Pipelines Ltd., do supply
Sui-Gas to Mandi Bahauddin on priority
basis.”’

(The motion was negatived.)

Mr. Chairman : The amendment stands rejected. But that does
not mean any aspersion on the mover. Itis a technical thing. Now,
any other gentleman can move another amendment.

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : Sir, I beg to move an amendment.

I beg to move that :

“The Senate is of the opinion that the
Federal Government do supply Sui gas to
Mandi Bahauddin Town on priority
basis.”

Mr. Chairman : Esxactly, this is what the two Ministers have
agreed to. This would be the proper form of the amended resolution.

Now, the amendment moved by Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso is that :

““The Senate is of the opinion that the
Federal Government do supply Sui-Gas to
Mandi Bahauddin Town on  priority
. basis.”

Should this amendment be allowed 7
(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Chairman : Now, the resolution stands amended. Ch. Aslam
Sahib, of course, you agree to it. Do you accept this amqnqunt 7
In fact you have no other option, otherwise your resolution will be
thrown out.

Ch. Mohammad Aslam : Yes, Sir, I accépt it.

Mr. Chairman: So, the resolution in the form of an amended
resolution is before the House, that “the Federal Government do sup-
ply Sui-gas to Mandi Bahauddin Town on priority basis’’. This is the
resolution now before the House.
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Mr. Chairman : There is no harm if it is deferred.
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Mr. Chairman : Let it be formally moved.

Ch. Mohammad Aslam : Mr. Chairman with your permission, I
beg to move that :

“The Senate is of the opinion that the
Federal Government do supply Sui-Gas to
Mandi Bahauddin Town on priority
basis.”

Mr. Chairman : Yes, the amended resolution moved is :
“The Senate is of the opinion that the
Federal Government do supply Sui-Gas

to Mandi Bahauddin Town on priority
basis.”’

Ch. Mumtaz Ahmad : Opposed, Sir.
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Mr. Chairman : His request actually is that since the Minister
concerned is not present today so it may be postponed.

Ch. Mohammad Aslam(: He cannot oppose it.
Mr. Chairman: No, he'can oppose it.

" Mr., Mochammad Haneef Khanm : Sir, the honourable Minister oppo-
ses it only for that reason that if he does not say anything that would

RR—
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"‘ﬁ“ ‘be deemed to have been accepted by the Ministry. So, he op;pqs.e‘se its
not literally but he wants the postponement of the resolution as it stands
amended in the Senate.

Ch. Mohammad Aslam : He is opposing it.

Mr. Mohammad Haneef Khan: It is actually for the concerned:
Minister to come and give his views.

Mr. Chairman : Ch. Sahib, the position is that the Minister of
State is passing on your amended resolution with the word ‘opposition’”
to the Minister concerned for consideration at the postponed date lest

" that Minister should say why it was not oppesed. So, you understand:
o it is a simple thing. It is only formally said ‘opposed’. The real dis-

cussion will be taken up on the day when the Minister concerned is-
b present.
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Mr. Chairman : Listen, do not cut me short. You cannot force:
the Minister to say ‘yes’ to youtresolution. It is quite open to him to
say ‘yes’ or ‘no’.

Ch. Mohammad Aslam : But, Sir, on the one hand he has reques--
ted that it should be postponed because he is not prepared for the argu-
ments today in the light of this amended resolution but at the same time:
he opposes it.

Mr. Chairman : I would put it in simple language. What he-
means to say is that ‘I am not in a position to say ‘yes’ to it or to accept.
it, and the Minister concerned is not here. So, it be postponed. The
words used by him are not very material. What he means to say in
substance is this : ‘That since I am not a Minister in a position to meet.
this resolution so, I am not going to acceptit. I am not going to take:
the responsibility of the acceptance of this resolution. The Minister con-
cerned, when he is present, he will reply to the debate’.
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Mr. Chairman : So, should this amended resolution be postponed:
to some other day ?

Voices : Yes.
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Mr. Chairman : All right, this resolution moved by Ch. Mohammad
Aslam stands deferred to the, date when the Minister concerned is

present.

A U LRRIBL

I think, there is very little time left now to take up another resolu-
tion. Itis Friday. All of you are anxious to run to the mosques to say
your ‘Juma’ prayers particularly Mr. Ihsanul Haqg. So, we meet on
Monday ? - e : : B

Rao Abdus Sattar : Monday evening.
‘M. Chairman : AtSpm.?
' Rao Abdus Sattar : Yes, Sir, 5 p.m.

'~ Mr. Chairman : All right, the House stands adjourned to meet
«again at 5 p.m. on Monday, 17th May, 1976.

"'(The Senate then adjourned til?'ﬁ;;e of the clock in the evening on Monday,
May 17, 1976)
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