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SENATE DEBATES
SENATE OF PAKISTAN

‘ Friday, August 20, 1976

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Chamber, (State Bank Build-
ing), Islamabad, at half-past nine of the clock in the morning, Mr. Chairman
{Mr. Habibullah Khan) in the Chair.

(Recitation from the Holy Quran)

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Mr. Chairman : Gentlemen, there is a leave application from
Mr. Qamaruz Zaman Shah which reads :

“Due to rise of water in Indus river at Kotri the
flood situation has been serious. I am, therefore, un-
able to attend the Senate. Kindly grant leave for this
session.
Qamaruz Zaman Shah”

-This is a telegram from him asking for leave for the whole session.
Should the leave be granted ?

(The leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman : All right, leave is granted. :
Now, we take up adjournment motions. This is adjournment motion

No. 9.

ADJOURNMENT MOTION RE : INADEQUACY OF MEASURES ADOP-
TED BY RAILWAYS TO PROTECT RAILWAY LINES FROM FLOODS

Mr. Chairman : I think, it was this adjournment motion which was
under discussion yesterday but the discussion remained inconclusive. Yes,
Mr. Cheema, you must have come prepared.

Mr. Hafeezullah Cheema (Minister for Railways) : Sir, even yesterday I
was prepared but the Chair ruled that the time was over, therefore, it had to be
postponed for today. I still contend that there is nothing definite in the adjourn-
ment motion, but still talking on merits everybody knows that there are unpre-
cedented rains in the country and record floods, so there could not be any
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[Mr. Hafeczullah Cheema]

negligence on the part of Railways if there are breaches in the tracks and
the traffic had to be suspended between the northern and the southern
parts of the country. Negligence could only be there if due care and precaution
had not been taken by the authorities. Butif there is a natural calamity,
if something is there which is beyond huran control, then such a situation
can arise. 1 do not think in this there was anything which could mnot be
understood by the ho1o 1rable Member of the Opposition.  But if they do not
want to share the grief of the nation in this time of calamity that is something
else. This is the figment of their imagination—a fiction style to malign the
Government on each and every count whether this is a time cof crisis, whether
national loss is there, whether people are drowning, there is loss of property
and other things happening in the country.

Sir, my contention is that every possible effort is being made. We are
still struggling to save the railway tracks, and the situation in Punjab has
already improved. Similar is the case in Frontier and Baluchistan. The
situation has improved except for the province of Sind where the Indus
water is still aggressive and the authorities are struggling hard to tackle the
situation. Some cuts had to be effected on the rallway track to save certain
cities, its inhabitants and the property of the people. To save the people
from bigger loss if the railway track is breached or if a cut is made, 1 do not
think any sane person in the country should have an objection to that.
So, Mr. Chairman, Sir, I again reiterate that the Railway authorities are alive

to the situation, and there is nothing to be panicky about it.

So far as the esseatial commodities like the petroleum products, edible
oil and other things are concerned, we have sufficient stocks in the up-
country as well as in'the down-country, and even if the need be we can adopt
other measures. Apart from that we have stockpiled our loaded trains
of these essential commedities near the breaches. The repair material and
equipment for repairs has been sent nearer to the breaches, and even nOW 1
spite of the very strong velocity of the waters and great discharges through
the breaches, the Railway Employees are working hard round the clock,
even during the night time, to fill up the breaches. So, 1 will request the

tslpnourable Member not to press this adjournment motion. Thank you,
it |
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Mr. Hafeezuliah Cheema : Point of order, Sir.
Mr. Chairman : There is a point of order.

Mr. Hafeezuilah Cheema : Sir, that is why I stated yesterday that
this is not a definite matter. 1f the honourable Member wants to discuss
the whole situation in the couatry...

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: Is it a point of order ? Sir, this is an
interruption. :

Mr. Hafeezullah Cheema : This is a point of order because he is
irrelevant.
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Mr. Hafeezullah Cheema : I never wanted this. That is what I told
you yesterday.

{Interruptions)

Mr. Chairman : Do you want me to decide whether this is a point
of order or do you want to decide it between yourselves ?
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Mr. Chairman : Mr. Cheema, when you tried to deal with the details
of the measures taken by the Government, how can I prevent him from
dealing with the same facts ? On the other side, you say, whatever measures
have been taken they are quite adequate, and we have done ‘this and that.
Well, it is open to him to contradict you on those facts. So far as the
question of definite issue is concerned, that is another matter. Yes,
Khawaja Sahib, you do not prolong it as if we are having an actual debate
on the adjournment motion.
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Mr. Chairman : No, no, T quite appreciate your point of view. [Idid
not prevent him from saying what he has already said. You can reply on
those points but vou do not convert it into an actual debate on the adjourn-
ment motion. We are discussing the admissibility. Yes !
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Mr. Chairman: No, no, whatever he has said you can rebut it, you

can contradict it, you can put your point of view, but do not unnecessarily
prolong the discussions.

o U e gdie &g walss
Thank you very much, Sir.
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Mr. Chairman : You are referring to ?

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Pakistan Times, dated 16th August,
1976.

Mr. Chairman : Page 1, column 3?

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Yes, Sir,—¢*Grave threat to Khairpur
Town. Rail link snapped.” .

Mr. Chairman : 1 have it before me. Which particular point are you
referring to ? It is not necessary to read the whole.

03,5 past Lok s o ded W om DY Gl g e g welss
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It reads :

«“The Indus waters continued to flow over the rail-
way track between Rohri and Mando Dairo stations
on Rohri-Khanpur section, forcing suspension of
direct railway traffic between Karachi and the northern
parts of Pakistan for the third day. The alter-
native railway track through Begmaji was also rendered
unsafe and the movement of all traffic to and from
Karachi thus came to a dead stop.

According to railway authorities here, the direct link
was snapped on account of breaches three days back
in the Bani Shah bund on the left bank of the Indus
ifn ﬂllne vicinity of Sukkur Barrage,”” and so on and so

orth.
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Mr. Chairman : The breaches have been caused by the flood water ?

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Yes, Sir.
Mr. Chairman : But you particularly put the blame at the door of
Mr. Hafeezallah Cheema.
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Mr. Chairman : No, he is not referring to this particular point, They
might have done it on some other point,
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Mr. Chairman : This is an inference.
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Mr. Hafeezullah Cheema : Let him prove his competence.

Mr. Chairman : Mr. Cheema, I want to know, are you on a point of
order or are you contradicting him ?

Mr. Hafeezullah Cheema : . Sir, I am on a point of order. He is
making contradictions, the things which I have never said, he is repeating
them., '

Mr. Chairman : Listen to him like a sportsman. He is only reading
from the paper, and has said nothing objectionable so far. Whatever has
appeared in the paper that has been raised here.

Mr. Hafeezullah Cheema : Sir, he cannot make the basis of his speech
even the reports appearing in the paper.
a5y W s By oo ol (FJw oo D Ole s sdie 4wl
- e Ao 8N e Sl (41 Gl

Mr. Hafeezullah Cheema : Sir, this is not the official version which he
is referring to. 4 W ;
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(laterruptions)

Mr. Chairman : Will you kindly resume your seats. 1am talking to
Hafeezullah Cheema. If your point is this that he cannot base his adjourn-
ment motion on anvy article or report or rews-item given in the paper, and
e should only confine himself to the official version, then there can be no
question of bringing 2n adjournment motion. Then, how will he bring an
adjournment moticn?

According to your argument he can base his adjournment motion only
on the version given by the Government which is in other words official
statement, official declaration, official annoucement, of ficial report or what-
ever it is and he cannot do it on other material, unofficial or non-official, then
there cannot be any adjournment motion at all.

(At this stage Mr. Hafeezullah Cheema stood in his seat)

Mr. Chairman : No, no, you may accept it or may not accept it. You
may differ with me, but you can’t prevent him from doing that. Now, bring
it to an end. let us come to an end. What is your main point
Khawaja Sahib ?
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Mr. Chairman : That is going too far. Don’t attribute motives.
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Mr. Chairman: All right. Thank you very much.
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Well. I read in this morning’s newspaper that probably a similar
question has been raised in the National Assembly.

Sl nfhl One 2 s B waisd
Mr. Chairman : Am I correct ?
Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Yes, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : And Rana Mohammad Hanif promised to make a
full statement on the flood situation.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : On the flood situation not on the
railways.

Mr. Chairman : Probably, Prof. Ghafoor Ahmad raised an adjourn-
meat and Rana Mohammad Hanif got up and promised that he would make
a full statement on the overall flood situation and the measures that the
Government had taken and then Prof. Ghafoor Abmad did not press his
adjournment motion. If this is the case then Rana Mohammad Hanif is
making a detailed statement on the flood situation in the National Assembly.
He may like to make a similar statement here.

-y S e ol e & wales
Mr. Chairman : Would you in that case press that ?
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Mr. Chairman : Mr. Masud Ahmad is on a point of order.
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Mr. Chairman : That is a question of result.
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Mr. Chairman : There is no such thing. The inadequacy of the measures

taken by the Pakistan Railways to protect the railway lines from flood is
under discussion.
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Mr. Chairman : Do you still want to press it ? ~ %
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R R
Mr. Chairman : All right, I am asking him.

(Interruption)

Mr. Chairman : Rana Mohammad Hani

Mr i f is making a statement, that I
am dead sure, over the flood situation.

That will cover everything.
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He can bring another adjournment motion.
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Whether he will be prepared to make a detailed statement on the flood
cituation here in the Senate also. Then, it would be all right.

But there would be no speeches. 1 have only to give my ruling.

Mr. Hafeezullah Cheema : Sir, if they want to raise a discussion on
the flood situation, they can bring another adjournment motion.

Mr. Chairman : Listen to me. So far as the discussion on the admis-
sibility of the adjournment is concerned, no speeches will be allowed any
more. 1 have only to give my ruling. But in view of the position that
I just told the House that Rana Mohammad Hanif Khan is going to make a
statement in the National Assembly and if he is prepared to make a similar
statement here then he will withdraw it, otherwise I will give my own ruling

onit. Thatis the only thing. '

Mr. Hafeezullah Cheema : Sir, we can ask him, but at the same time
who stops them from bringing another adjournment on flood situation.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Rules.

Mr. Chairman : He cannot bring a similar adjournment on the flood

~situation.
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Mr. Chairman : All right. I rcse.rvcv my ruling.

Mr. Hafeezullah Cheema :  As you wish, Sir. It is up to you.
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Myr. Chairman : But why are you forcing me to anaounce my ruling? It is
reserved. Thatis all. Rulings are reserved for days and weeks. What is
the harm ? No hurry. No more speeches. This must be made clear.
There will be no further discussion on this adjournment motion. Iam
just waiting for Rana Mohammad Hanif Khan’s statemeat in the National
Assembly, and after that I will give my ruling.

Mr. Hafeezullah Cheema : All right, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : This adjournment motion No. 4 is regarding Atomic
Re-processing plant.

ADJOURNMENT MOTION RE : ATOMIC REPROCESSING PLANT
AND URANIUM

Mr. Chairman : This relates to the Foreign Ministry. Foreign Minis-
ter is not here. This again is deferred. Probably for next two or three days
he will not be here. Adjournment No. 6 is also on the same subject.

Both these stand deferred,

MESSAGE FROM THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY RE : ADOPTION
OF THE AUQAF (FEDERAL CONTROL) BILL, 1976

Mr. Chairman : There is a message from the Secretary, National
Assembly. The message is :

«In pursuance of ruling 109 of the Rules of Pro-
cedure and Conduct of Business in the National
Assembly I have the honour to inform the Senate
Secretariat that National Assembly passed the Auqaf
(Federal Control) Bill, 1976 on the 18th of August,
1976. A copy of the Bill is transmitted herewith.”

Now, we take up motions under rule 187.

MOTION RE : SITUATION ARISING OUT OF THE SCARCITY
~ OF VEGETABLE GHEE IN THE PUNJAB

Mr. Chairman : I think, the debate on this motion was also inconciusive:
Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : I only moved this motion.
Mr. Chairman : You only moved but discussion has yet to start on

this.

So, now we take up discussion on the situation arising out of the
scarcity of vegetable ghee in the Punjab. Who is the Minister concerned ?

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Not here.

Ch. Mumtaz Ahmad (Miﬁister of State for Ag’r‘arian Management) : 1
will answer. v :

“3
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Mr. Chairman : Will you answer, Mr. Mumtaz ?

Ch. Mumtaz Ahmad : Yes, Sir.
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Mr. Chairman : Otherwxse outs:de the House he is not reluctant to
furnish all this information.
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All right. Now, we proceed to take up the other motion. This motion
is not going to be put to the House. Well, discussion on this item has
concluded. Now, we take up item No. 3. It isin the name of Khawaja
Sahib.
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- MOTION RE : SITUATION ARISING OUT OF THE SLUGGISH
GROWTH IN INDUSTRIAL SECTOR DURING 1974-75

Mr. Chairman : Was this also moved ?
Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Yes, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : Now, the discussion will start on the motion that the
sitation arising out of the s1u0gzsn growth in the industrial sector during
1974-75 be tal\en into consideration. Yes, you can start.
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It reads :

““The large-scale manufacturing sector recorded a
slow-down during 1974-75.”

:c;.. L;L”J. w9 )J‘

««This was in part the natural outcome of rapid in-
crease in the utilisation of already installed capacity
during the preceding two years with a relatively low
level of investment in further additions to capa-

city.”
v Usy dlyluy ITT s ol )l

«“After recording an increase of 11.9 per cent during
1972-73 and 7.5 per cent in 1973-74, the growth in
large-scale manufacturing sector came down to an
approxxmately 3 per cent during the year 1974-75.”
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IN INDUSTRIAL SECTOR DURING 1974-75
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Mr. Deputy Chairman : Thank you very much. The motion is talked
out. Now, it is No. 5. Do you want to move it, Khawaja Sahib ?

(Interruption) g
oy 85085 plE Sl 4 5 LA g8 2l
The Senate stands adjourned to meet on Monday at 5.30 p.m.

(The Senate then adjourned till half-past five of the clock in the evening
on Monday, August 23, 1976.)
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