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SENATE DEBATES

SENATE OF PAKISTAN
August, Friday 27, 1976

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Chamber (State Bank Building),
Islamabad, at ten of the clock in the morning, Mr. Chairman (Mr. Habibullah
Khanj in the Chair.

(Recitation from the Holy Quran).

Mr. Chairman : Well, some of the adjournment motions had been awaiting
the presence of Mr. Aziz Ahmed. He is here today, so we can take them up.
Now, this is adjournment motion No. 4. Khawaja Sahib. It was tabled by
you.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: Yes, Sir.

My, Chairman : You can now move it.

ADJOURNMENT MOTION RE: THE THREAT OF CANADIAN
GOVERNMENT TO CLOSE THE ATOMIC REACTOR IN KARACHI

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: Sir, I beg leave of the House to.-move a
motion for the adjournment of the business of the Senate to discuss a definite
matter of urgent public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the
failure of the Federal Government in convincing the.... " 3

Mr. Chairman: Yes, you please again read from °failure of the Federal
Government .

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: ... .. failure of the Federal Government in
convincing the Canadian Government that Pakistan will use Atomic Reprocessing
Plant, which is to be supplied to Pakistan by France, only for peaceful pur-
poses and not for making an atomic bomb. As a result the Canadian Gov-

ernment has threatened Pakistan to close the Atomic Reactor at Karachi

supplied by it. This news (Nawa-i-Waqt 31st July, 1976) has greatly perturbed
the public. - o

Mr. Aziz Ahmed (Minister of State for Defence and Foreign Affairs) : Sir,
I oppose this motion. The facts are that Canada is not directly concerned with
the Reprocessing Plant. Canada supplies us fuel for the Karachi Power Plant.
That supply of fuel is continuing and discussions for its continuance are taking
place. , : : S

It is premature to discuss this matter at this stage as to what will ~be
the out come of those discussions.

(121)
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Mr. Chairman: Khawaja Mohammad Safdar, your allegations are denied.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: Not to that extent, Sir.
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Mr. Aziz Ahmed: Sir, I am concerned here with the contents of this
motion which states that we have failed to convince the Canadian Government
that we want reprocessing plant only for peaceful purposes and that Canada
Thas threatened to close the Atomic Reactor at Karachi. Now, neither of these
allegations, or may 1 say fears, are justified. This is what I am dealing with
at the moment. The question of continuance of fuel supplies and what will
be the final outcome of the discussions, is a matter premature to be discussed
at this stage.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: That I am not asking.

Mr. Aziz Ahmed : It will be premature to discuss that matter at this stage.
And I would state that the answer to both these allegations is that they are
ot justified, that there is no ground for them, that there is no basis for them.
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ADJOURNMENT MOTION r¢: THE THREAT OF CANADIAN 123
GOVERNMENT TO CLOSE THE ATOMIC REACTOR IN KARACHI

Mr. Chairman: You can ask one thing only at present, ie., the
admissibility of the motion.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Sir, I know that.

Mr. Chairman: You cannot raise a discussion over the merits.  The
first and foremost thing is whether the adjournment motion in its present
form should be held admissible or not. Once it is held admissible then you
will discuss facts, and he will come out with 2 hand and show facts, the

stage of negotiations, what is going to happen, what is not going to happen

and all that. That stage will come later on. Now, at the present moment,
we are only coacerned with the question whether the adjournment motion in its
present form should be held admissible and whether there is any basis for
your fears and apprehensions.
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Mr. Cheirmaa: As long as negotiations are proceeding, he is not bound
to disclose.
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Mr. Chairman : Mr. Yousuf Khattak is on a point of order.

Mr. DMohammad Yousuf Khatiak (Minister  for  Fuel, Power
and Natural Resources): Sir, I think the hon’able Member is
taking an untenable position. He is trying to hold Pakistan Government
responsible for the acts  of another Government. Anything they do or
anything else they say, is their responsibility. He can only question us about .
Pakistan .Government with regard to what it says. What Positions cther

Goverinmenits are ‘taking, ‘Pakistan iGovernment is not responsible.

Mr. Chairman : Yes.
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Mr. Chairman : This is quite clear.
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Rana Mohammad Hanif Khan  (Minister for Finance, Planning and
Development) : What does the hon’ble Member want to say is that way, after
all, the Pakistan Government is going to purchase this reactor. That is what
he means.

Khawaia Mohammad Safdar : Not at all.

Rana Mohammad Hanif Kban: That is the cause of his adjournment
motion.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: That I will tell you.

=+

=

Mr. Chairman s If you ask certain facts, well this is not in you
adjournment motion. You have been arguing for the last ten minutes an
you have faild to convince me. Am I to blame or you?
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_ Mi. Chairman: If you argue this adjournment motion for a certain
period of time and I do not feel convinced, who is to blame ? :
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Mr. Chairman: But supposing you fail to .convince me. I say
supposing you advance very' good, sound and reasonable arguments, but I do not

feel convinced, can you curse yourself that you are to blame or that I may be
inefficient to appreciate your arguments.?
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GOVERNMENT TO CLOSE THE ATOMIC REACTOR IN KARACHI

Mir. Chairman : Now if the Government has done what is humanly

possible on such a delicate and sensitive matter as this and the foreign govern-
ments who are independent and sovereign government do not feel convinced,

although it is not conceded by them.
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Mr. Chairman : That is a different matter. You will only be entering the
field of conjectures.
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Mr. Aziz Ahmed: I just wanted to mention that we do not under any
circumstance accept that we have faild to convince them.

Myr. Chairman : This is what I have said.

Mr. Aziz Ahmed : Sir, may I beg leave to clarify my statement  again.
1 oppose this motion on three grounds. First, the  allegation that the
Government of Pakistan, has failed to convince the Canadian Government of
its peaceful intention with regard to the reprocessing plant is wrong. Second,
the allegation that the Canadian Government has threatened to close down
the Karachi reactor is also wrong. Thirdly, since negotiations with the
Canadian Government are still continuing it will be premature to discuss this
issue or to come to any conclusion about it.

T[ * % % * * % ® * *® ]

Mr. Chairman: My ruling is that all the two allegations made by the
honourable mover of the adjournment motion Khawaja Mohammad Safdar,
~namely, (1) that the Federal Government of Pakistan has faild to convince
the Canad1 n Government, and (2) that the Canadian Government has threa-
tened to close the reactor at Karachi, have been denied by the Minister con-
cerned. Therefore, on this ground alone the adjournment motion can be
thrown out as inadmissible. Further, it has been categorically stated by the
Minister concerned that the negotiations are still continuing between
the two Governments concerned and, therefore, it will be premature either to
entertain any apprehensions or express any opinion in the matter. In view
of these grounds the adjournment motion is held inadmissible.

Yes, No. 6

f[*****] Expunged as ordered by the Chairman.
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[Mr. Chairmanj

ADJOURNMENT MOTION RE : FAILURE OF THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT TO GET URANIUM FROM THE
GOVERNMENTS OF CANADA, BELGIUM OR AMERICA

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: Sir, I beg leave of the House to move a
motion for the adjournment of the business of the Senate to discuss a definite
matter of urgent public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the
failure of the Federal Government to persuade the Government of Canada.
Belgium or America to supply Uranium to Pakistan, while U.S.A. is supplying
twenty thousand pounds of Uranium to Bharat, who has already carried out
an Atomic test explosion. This news (Nawa-i-Waqt 31st July, 1976) has
greatly disturbed the public mind.

Mr. Chairman : Now, this time you have to be very careful.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: I have been very careful.

Mr. Chairman : But the difficulty with me is that if you refer t¢ g certain
matter which you know from your point of view is likely to cause harm to the
Pakistan Government, then naturally, sometime, I feel constrained to express
my own opinion over that. So, you better not mention them, so that
I may not feel called upon to express my own views on that matter.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: Sir, I......

Mr. Chairman: You understand me correctly. I cannot prevent you ”“om
saying anything which you want to say, but in view of what has already hap-
pened, it will be preferable and advisable even for you not to refer to a matier,
discussion over which is likely to lead to certain inferences or conclusions
which may harm the interest of Pakistan or our relations with foreign countries,
because in that case, as I have already told you, I feel called upon to give my
view on these matter, because I cannot just brush them aside and just
turn my back on them, as if I have heard them. So, if you want to say, it is
upto you. But it is advisable and preferable even for you if you would not
say, because this time we have become wiser, you see. That was an advice.
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Mr. Chairman: He has stood up to deny the allegation.

Mr. Aziz Abmed: Sir, I beg your leave to deny and also to oppose the
allegation. First of all, we do not get our Uranium supplies, fuel supplies for
the power reactor in Karachi either from America or Belgium.  So, the
question of having failed to persuade them to give us Uranium does not arise.
Now, we get our supplies from Canada. Those supplies are still continuing.
The question of further cooperation in the neuclear field which was carried
over, is now under discussion and, therefore, I would suggest that this ques-
tion of the continuance of the neuclear fuel supplies, the discussion on this
would be premature at this stage.
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ADJOURNMENT MOTION re : FAILURE OF THE FEDERAL GOVERN- 127
MENT TO GET URANIUM FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF
CANADA, BELGIUM OR AMERICA

Mr. Chairman : No. This is again saying something which has not been
even mentioned in your question. You should never name America. You can
say that some country is pressurising to discontinue the supplies of Uranium.

Mr. Aziz Ahmed: On the contrary the honourable Senator seems to have
approved of the fact, the way we have failed while US.A. is supplying 20,000
pounds of Uranium to Bharat. He does not seem to be concerned about that.
He has approved of that fact. However, we do not want to start a debate on
this subject.
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M. Chairman : Khawaja Sahib, but you are going outside the scope of this
adjournment motion.
LE P }
My, Chairman : These remarks should be expunged, because you have not

mentioned this fact in your adjournment motion that America has been pres-
surising France not to supply Uranium to Pakistan.
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Mr. Chairman : But such a vast, complicated and complex question cannot
be discussed through an adjournment motion.
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+[***] Expunged as ordered by the Chairman.
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Myr. Chaiman : No, if it is held admissible. Supposing that the adjourn-
ment motion satisfies all the conditions, and is held admissible.
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Mr. Aziz Ahmed: Point of order. Sir.

Mr, Chairman: Yes, there is a point of order.

Mr. Aziz Ahmed: We arc discussing the question of fuel supplies to the
power plant in Karachi. We are not discussing the question of the reprocess-
ing plant, and I would request the honourabie Senator to confine himself to
the subject-matter of his adjournment motion. He has said three things here
that we have failed to get Uranium fuel from Canada, America and Belgium.
All these three things are wrong. We have not cven asked Belgium and
America to supply us fuel. The need for that has not arisen, because we
have been getting fuel and still we get it from Canada.

My, Chairman : I follow, this is one thing.

Mr. Aziz Ahmed: Yes, Sir.
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Well. The basis of the adjournment motion tabled by Khawaja
Mohammad Safdar is the alleged failure of the Federal Government to persuade
the Governments of Canada, Belgium and USA to supply Uranium to Pakistan.
These allegations have been categorically denied by the Minister concerned.
According to him, they have never asked these Governments for the supply of
Uranium. They are getting Uranium from some other source.



ADJOURNMENT MOTION re : THE INADEQUACY OF THE 129
MEASURES TAKEN BY THE PAKISTAN RAILWAYS TO PROTECT
THE RAILWAY LINES FROM FLOOD WHICH HAS BROUGHT
THE MOVEMENT OF ALL TRAFFIC TO AND FROM
KARACHI TO A DEAD STOP.

Wir. Aziz Ahmed: We are getting Uranium from the Canada and not
from the other two.

Mr. Chairman : As a matter of fact, according to the Minister concerned,
they are getting supply only from Canada and not from the other two Govern-
of USA and Belgium. Therefore, the very basis of the adjournment
on has been kn@cked out byv the denizl of the Minister concerned, and

accordingly 1 hold the adjournment motion as inadmissible.

men

Yes, what about this adjournizent motion No. 9?

ADIOURNMENT MOTION RE : THE INADEQUACY OF THE MEASURES
TAKEN BY THE PAKISTAN RAILWAYS TO PROTECT THE RAIL-
WAY LINES FROM FLOOD WHICH HAS BROUGHT THE
MOVEMENT OF ALL TRAFFIC TO AND FROM KARACHI TO A

DEAD STOP.

My, Chairman: The Law Minister had made 3 detailed statement on it.
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Mir. Chairman : I have his statement before me.
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Mr. Chairman: He has said much about the damages caused to the
railways.
o=l § ST U G5 T G R o Fed (PP e e 2ly
S e 2 Usn Yl U - 2 s g oW Lk b e b S
U T b il e AU Db S am gl g A Dl ) g e W
L2 §F P S L a Sl g Sl S el o - e el ) AU
A g S e 20 F Y S sl g e Y o AT
-u:n%,/-u:éfl’u:"u«i;;fvdnﬁuiw-c”Wﬁgﬂ%ﬂ'{a‘f‘u&f}?d
ol il S el g g e 2 0 Y s - sl
& e S A Ja! 2 - u*: wibl &S e gl e S g B eelss
-u*'c’zu“wvu“a"*‘“”




130 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [27TH AUGUST, 1976

Mr. Chairman : It is up to th
. em t ;
debate or discussion. P 1 to accept your offer and to agree to a
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Therefore. tha B A . .
Therefore, the Finance Minister gave a detailed statement.

My, Chairman : That T know.

Shaikh Mochammad Rashid (Minister for Food and Agriculture, U
development Areas and Land Reforms) : Then, Sir, the losses are étiii being
assessed and, therefore, the final figures could ot ’be givenlt %3«: have ‘;’:(%
narrated the measures being taken. Moreover, Sir, it was on i%;cv requccr o
the honourable Members from the Opposition and in deference to their Adf*«um:?
tbie honourable Finande Minister made a detailed statement Of e;r* e
after the floods are over and the water recedes, then subsequmﬂ;;;hﬁ measures
can be discussed. Then, of course, they could object that the measures taken
are inadequate of the lIosses which are assessed by the Government are w
estimated or over-estimated. Now, the situation is continuing and it will not
be advisable to discuss it at this stage. ) R

1
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Mr. Chairman : Well, Gentlemen, as you know, the Minister for Law and
Parliamentary Affairs made a statement the other day on the flood situation
in the country including the alleged damage caused to the railway lines by the
floods. He had listed the various measures taken by the Government and the
Railway Department for the protection of the railway lines. In view of that
statement, 1-hold that the allegation of the mover of the adjournment motion
of inadequacy of measures taken by the Railway Department to protect ‘the
railway lines from damage caused by flood has not been substantiated. Therefore,
the adjournment motion in its present form is held inadmissible.

Now, no other adjournment motion ? So, we take up resolutions.

RESOLUTION RE: COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR CONSTRUCTION
HIGH MONSOON FLOOD ESCAPE-C UM-IRRIGATION CHANNELS
ON RIVER INDUS AND OTHER RIVERS ” FOR BENEFICIAL
UTILIZATION OF EXCESSIVE FLOOD WATERS.

Mr. Chairman: I think, this resoluticn was not moved before 7
Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso: No, Sir. I am to move it now.

Mr, Chairman: Yes, please move.

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : Sir, I beg to move:

“That this House is of opinion that the Government do, after expert
studies, formulate and execute a comprehensive plan for constructing
High monsoon flood  escape-cum-irrigation Channels on r1iver
Indus and other rivers for beneficial unilization of excessive flood
waters.”’ : :




RESOLUTION re : COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR CONSTRUCTING 131
HIGH MONSOON FLOOD ESCAPE-CUM-IRRIGATION
CHANNELS ON RIVER INDUS AND OTHER RIVERS
FOR BENEFICIAL UTILIZATION OF EXCESSIVE
FLOOD WATERS

Mr. Chairman : The resolution moved is:

“ That this House is of opinoin that the Government do, after expert
studies, formulate and execute a comprehensive plan for construct-
ing, High monsoon flood escape-cum-irrigation Channels on river
indus and other rivers for beneficial utilization of excessive flood
waters.”

Mr. Mohamad Yusuf Khattak (Minister for Tuel, Power and Natural
Resources) : Opposed.

Mr., Chairman : Yes, Mr. Khoso.

Mr. Afzal Khan Kboso : Mr. Chairman, Sir, the need for myself to bring
this resolution arose from the fact that we have been witnessing since the
creation of Pakistan flood recurrence of greater and greater magnitudes. This
has been the past history and the behaviour of our various rivers, and it is with
regard to this that I felt constrained to say that something ought to be done
about it. This resolution has got various aspects as is quite evident from the
wording of the resolution itself.

Sir, as I said earlier, in 50s and 55—56 we had terrific floods causing
colossal damage to life and property. There was again recurrence in the 60s,
then in 1973, then again in 1975, and now in 1976. I am not here to censure
for what has been happening but I am here with my resolution to contribute
comething, to make certain suggestions for the censideration of the Honourable
House, for the consideration of the Honourable Minister who will be replying
afterwards and the other Senators who might wish to contribute on this parti-
cular subject. So, Sir, I say that there has been recurrence of flood causing
colossal damages—damages which run into billions of rupees, and we know the
“pattern of our rivers, we know how they have been behaving since the last
twenty-nine years; and the amount of losses not only of the damage to life,
property and communication network but also, Sir, there is colossal wastage
of that natural resource, that is, the water which we need so very badly to
irrigate vast areas of our potentially fertile lands. I am sure there must be
certain areas—for instance I have heard in Cholistan—there are some Senators
who might be in a better position to talk about that because I have not VlS:l;ted
that area—and I also know for certain that areas do exist in Tharparkar, i.e.,
Thar Region which are facing and have always faced tremendous problems of
lack of irrigation water even to the extent of drinking water for themselves and
their cattle. Similarly beyond Pat Feeder in Baluchistan perhaps we all knqw
that there are millions of acres of land—umirrigated land but potentially f,er‘txle
land which can be irrigated, and this is the second purpose of my Resolution.
First is saving the country from coloscal damages and second is to tam.e our
rivers, to harness. our rivers in such a way that we can .utlhs«a ‘rh}s excessive
water for irrigation purposes and that is what I am touching on briefly.

Now, Sir, the Government T am sure seized of the problem that 1these;
areas do exist and that colossal damage does recur of an on and now it %soa m’?hse
a regular pattern. So, Sir, T had suggested that we should draw uponmrrie;n e
experiences of some other friendly countries, the ne,lg}rll‘t*).ourirl%1 Coul'sed oy
instance. the same problem was faced by China. Thev c.jmne lchannels
manpdwer, their human resources and other resources and dug up >
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[Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso]

canals and barrages. They created artificial lakes in which exce 00L
water was pushed out.  They created arid zones where the rivers were sO
channelised that instead of those areas remaining arid now they are producing
crops. Now, they have become fertile and are producing crops and feeding
80 million people of China plus so many other countries. 5o, what I meai
to suggest is that we do have the manpower and we do have the expertise. It
is only a matter of proper channelisation of the expertise, of the manpower and
other resources so that we can also after seeing what the other countrics have
done, bring about certain improvements, sO that : (1) this recurring colossal
damage is faced in an even manper ; and (2) we irrigate vast arcas of Baluci-
istan, Sind, and Punjab, and I am sure there ast be some areas i
Frontier also. When the rivers are in furious condition there should be these escape-
cum-irrigation channels so that the excessive flood water, I again emphasise
the excessive flood water, I am not talking about the distributio
of water between Provinces, can be channelised at that particula
moment, so that instead of causing damage and instead of going int
bottomless seas it could be diverted to these vast arid zones and we could have
a better crop and we could not cnly be self-sufficient but we could export our
crop and earn foreign exchange. Sir, it is our gold. We have got the gold,
but it needs proper harnessing. With these few words I would request the
House and I would request the honourable Minister, who is over here to con-
sider my very patriotic suggesticns in the licht of what I have said.
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Thank you.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Yes, Ch. Mohammad Aslam Khan. 1
would also like to know the names of the gentlemen wishing to participate .in
the debate apart from Ch. Mohammad Aslam Khan. Any other gentleman?
Khawaja Sahib, would you like to speak ? :

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: Yes, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: After Mohammad Aslam Khan, Khawaja Mohammad
Safdar will speak, and there is no other speaker. Yes !
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Mr, Chairman: Thank you.
(At this stage Mr. Farooq Ahmad Khan Leghari stood up in his seat)

~ Mr. Chairman : When 1 asked all the gentlemen to give their names you
did not give your name at that time.

Mr. Farooq Ahmad Khan Leghari: I am terribly sorry. If you permit
me, I will speak. I am sorry, I could not inform you at that time.

Mr. Chairman: You were present when I asked.
Mr, Farcoq Ahmed Khan Leghari: Then I would not speak.

My. Chairman: I don’t prevent you. You can exercise your right of
speech if you want, but I hope there would be no further addition to the list.

(At this stage Qazi Faizul Haque Khan stood up in his seat)

Mr. Chairman: Do you also want to speak?
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Mr. Chairman : Mr. Farooq Leghari. But you will note that there are
only ten minutes, maximum, for you.

Mr. Farooq Ahmad Khan Leghari : Mr. Chairman, Sir, I am very grate-
ful to you for permitting me to speak on this resolution moved by Senator
Afzal Khoso and endorsed by Senator Ch. Aslam. I whole-heartedly endorse
their views. Ch. Aslam rightly pointed out that the resolution moved secks to
have expert studies conducted so that in the light of these studies, if it is felt
necessary, the excess flood waters of the high monsoon season can be utilised
properly and proper steps are taken for the efficient utilisation of those waters.
Sir, I would only make one or two points which have not yet been made and
those are concerning the indigenous system of irrigation that used to prevail
before large scale barrages came info being. Prior to the construction of the
big barrages on the River Indus, the method of utilisation of the waters of the
River Indus was through the system of inundation canals. These canals used
to operate from minor head works. Kacha and Pucca bunds were made on
the river bank and whenever there was excess water, especially during the
monsoon season and during the flood season, those waters used to be used for
irrigation purposes. With the coustruction of the modern efficient barrages
not only on the River Indus but on so many other rivers in Pakistan, we have
had a much bedter utilisation of the waters of these Rivers. Nevertheless
with the silting up which has been taking place over the years and with the
changes, in the climatic cycle of this country we are experiencing much bigger
floods than we have had in the past. Therefore, we feel that it is necessary
i somehow utilise the excess waters of the rivers.  The phenomenon that we
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arc efpﬁﬁlencmg today‘ig, that on the one hand we have
ii;e%ithﬁvihgrigjsga‘;ggi éslr? déstreysd byr excessive water and at the same
e ﬁ ; ysiem we have a pnenomenon known as “khushkaba”
Le. crops are denied water because the barrages can not be run during the high
ol an o e oy 1 flood forfar o iling up an i
the lower reaches of the canz;ls can;it bgjirt*' . lAOOG 'wa,ters yALl Lt VeSHLE that

» : t be irrigated and the crops in those areas
consequently suffer. So, we have got to seek a remedy for this situation and
amongst other remedies that the Government should be considering sufely the
one suggested by Senmator Afzal Khoso is a very viable remedy Ehd for that
reason we are supporting this resolution. Sir, because of the increase in the
quantum of water thag our rivers carry and because of the silting up that has
cccurred in the uppler reaches, of the barrages, it is imperative tha; we seek
new methods of uiilising the waters and here is a method which apparently is
rew but it has been practiced in our country for several decades quite success-
fully. I feel that the Government should very sympathetically consider the
inundation canal system and bunds that had been in existence in the past. They
have fallen into disuse and with the creation of the system of barrages the
government functionaries of the irrigation departments and sc on have not paid
sufficient attention to that system. I think it is imperative that the Govern-
ment do after studying the problem consider this aspect -sericusly and revive
some of the old inundation canals. If they conflict with the system of barrage
canal system then surely it is also possible, after conducting proper hydrological
and topographical studies and so on, to take out new canals which will either
irrigate fresh areas or areas wich are not watercd by the present canal systems or
which will divert the flood waters into desert zones or those areas where no
crops are grown or where very little cultivation is done or where there is very
scarce population. We have already seen an example of this in the floods that
we have just experienced whereby near Sukkur Barrage where there is a canal
which is the old bed of river Indus known as Nada Canal ; and Cuts were made
in the Nara Canal so as to divert the water'of the Indus to the desert area aleng
the Nara Canal. Now what Senator Afzal Khoso seeks to do is what our
engineers have done in a time of crisis. He see_ks.to have proper planning and
proper studies conducted so that this method if it has to be used should be
used judiciously and scientifically.

“gharkaba crops”

With these remarks, Sir, T support the resolution.
Mr. Chairman : Thank you.
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Mr. Cha;iﬁﬁan: Thank you, yes, Khawaja Mohamméd Safdar.
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Mr. Chairman : You will be the last speaker except the the Minister con-
cerned, who will wind up the debate.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar: Of course.
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; M¢. Mohammad Yusuf Khiitt‘ak' (Minister for Fuel, Power and Natural
Resources) ; Mr. Chairman; Sir, first of -all,s I ‘must say that-I-feel that if I had-

spoken much earlier, then probably it would not bé necessary for the honour-

able Senator' Khawaja Mohammad' Satdar to. make- his speech. Sometime I

wish if he had waited his_speech.  would ; have been, totally unnecessary.
Actually’ when T+ oppose - this  resolution; Khawaja Sahib knows very well, as

he is on old :parliamentarian, that I am just following the. rules of procedure.

This resolution- has two parts; oné is a request asking the Government to

appoint. an. Experts. Committee. to: review the entire-flood ‘situation and " advise.

plans to meet them, and. the other is a definite suggestion as to what should, be
done: So I oppose very vehemently the practical steps which: he' has advo-
cated here, because such steps. ar¢ local .legends. In every. area there is a

legend’ that if this dam is constructed, then so much wa'er will be provided

for the area and if that dam is constructed it will . provide water for the area,.

and it is because someiime certain Government in the past have followed such

legends. The honourable Semator from - Baluchistan has mentioned ~ Gonal

B - o anmantal
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scheme which was first started and then given up. Then Gonal dam  was
taken up by another Government of the NWFP and they also started spending
some money on that and then it was given up.

It was because real studies were not made, real feasibility studies were
not made. expert opinion did not deliberate upon these hurriedly thought of
schemes. And that is why after certain expenditure those schemes had to be
given up. So, now the present Government does see all the situation. It is
under the active consideration of the Government and of the Prime Minister
himself, and the ways and active steps will be taken and, I think, they will be
put before the nation from the highest forum and, I think, then such steps
would be advocated. They cannot be advocated in a hurry. It has to be
studied. . The entire problem has to be studied by experts for a considerable
time and if necessary, expert opinion can be taken from abroad also. And if
the experts have deliberated upon it, then a comprehensive scheme has to be
made which will not only embrace one part or one region of the country but
the entire country. There should be a master plan which will deal with the
flood situation: on a nation-wide and not region-wise basis. I also agree that
this scheme to control the ravages of floods requires a vast expenditure, very
vast expenditure, which is beyond the means of any one single province. It
will have to be a saddle effort of the Federal Government, and eifort shall
have to be spread over a number of years. ’

This part of the resolution I welcome, because it is already under the
active consideration of the Government to devise a nation-wide scheme to
meet the ravages of floods.- ~ ; B

__ As regards the other part, I think, Sir, that it is hardly mecessary for me
but T assure the honourable Senator Mr, Khoso that this was examined as
hurriedly as hurriedly he put it there, and this scheme was found so impractic-
able that it does not require any further expert studies to determine the feasi-
bility. In flow in the rivers and excessive rains generally last for pr}ly{v 2 few
days, biit the quantity of flood .water -involved- is huge. Consequently, the’
structure of channels for diversion of flocd waters from the rivers to the waste
and dosert lands will also be hugé and-very expensive. The flood —waters
would be diverted so infrequently and for such a short duration ,\tha.t no far-
mer would be willing:to make any investment for its use of flood irtigation.,.
1t may also be mentioned that the maintenance of flood-escape-cum-irrigation
channels even if constructed, would' be extremely difficuly and expensive and
almost impracticable.  The channels would be used 3pfrequently anq are
‘bound to get sill and choke. It will be almost. impossible to keep- such chan-
nels clean and in useable condition for all the times. The flood by-pass chan-
nel of Siddani Bridge which was constructed some ycarsiagg‘,,“i}as not served
the desired objective and got choke in no time by deposit of sill and growth

of wild- grass. N
But now the Government has already taken measures for timely predic-

0 d expeditious communication of the flood War'ifi}ng‘to the public at
?a(;ze.am}fnefsct, it is under thétconsidetation’ of th:% Go‘s!emment to- use the
satellite system also for forecasting floods - and rain in future. It has also
arranged for. the  neécessary flood: protection plans by the Provincial Govern-
These flood protection plans are béing executed by the financial Govern-

“

ments. .
ance of the Federal Government. The Federal Government has also con

structed Mangla and Tarbela Dams which have large reservoir. Mangla
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reservoir has already been used during 1973 and 1976 to reduce the flood peak
flow. Tarbela reservoir was also used for reducing the flood peak duirng the

year.

So, I once again assure the House that the proposal to set up a Flood
Commission or any such authority to make a master plan to meet the ravages
of floods is under the active consideration of the Government, and I think it
will be placed before the Government from the highest forum. So, I hope,
with this assurance, the honourable Senator would withdraw his resolution.
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Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso: The honourable Minister has given the layout
to all the Senators who have taken part in this nation-wide ‘discussion.
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Mr Afzal Khan Khoso I will make just a few observatlons

Mr. Presulmg Oﬁicer This is the property of the House.

ki

Mr Afzal Khan Khoso I did not use the word ‘withdraw’ I sald I do
not press it. So, 1t is for the House to Withdr’aw it ;
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Mr. Afzal Khan Kheso : I have absolutely no objection if leave is granted
by the House to withdraw this resolution.

Mr. Presiding Officer : Is the House prepared to grant Mr. Khoso leave
to withdraw this resolution ?

Sardar Mohammad Aslam : Let him ask leave of the House to withdraw
the resolution.

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : I request the House to allow me to withdraw the
resolution. »

Mr. Presiding Officer : Is the House prepared to grant leave to Mr. Khoso
to withdraw the resolution.

(The leave was granted)
Mr. Presiding Officer : So, the resolution stands withdrawn.
;o » -2 o Sy

MOTION RE : SITUATION ARISING OUT OF EXTREMELY POOR
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Shaikh Mohammad Rashid : Sir, the position is that the mover should be
allowed to compfete ‘his statément even 1f we have to sit beyond the hours,
that is, keeping in view Jumma prayers. ~ So, at least he should complete his
busmess
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My only point is that both ‘the statements should appear simultaneously.
I am goifig to the extend that whatever the honourable Members want fo
speak may speak, and thereafter I may be allowed to reply.
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“ Although the acreage of some major crops has gone up the fall in agri-
cultural production is explained by decline in their yields ™.
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And I quote:

“ However, it is necessary to accelerate the pace of improvement in yield
per acte as a steady growth in wheat production substantially higher than the rate
of increase in populatlon is needed to reduce and eventually to eliminate food
deficit of the country ”.
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- “The yield of sugarcane was very badly affected by poor germination,.
poor rains durmf9 monsoon season and shortage oﬁ 1rr1gat1on water and attack
of sugircane' bo ; .
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This is page 18 of Paklstan Econormc Survey 1974-75.

“The other major crops for which first estimates of the 1974 75 acreage
are available are bajar, jawar, maize, gram and rape-seced and mustard.

“ These crops have shown a decrease in acreage during the -year.

%% H S BEs Production of these crops is expected to fall due to (a) decrease
in their area; and (b) anticipated decline in per acre yields due water
shortage as already mentioned in the foregoing sections.
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Shaikh Mohammad Rashid: 1 would request the Chair not to ask him to
finish. He should be given enough time.
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Shaikh, Mohammad Rashid : Because if he is not allowed to explain in
detail, he can say he was not given time. He should be given every opportu-
aity. He should be allowed. :

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Thank you very much.
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I have taken three minutes more. Thank you very much, Sir.

Mr. Presiding Officer : Thank you Khawaja Sahib.
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To malign the Government. The question is that the

Government has been making persistant efforts, and they bore fruit.
I had, of course, to tell  through this August. House  the

people, otherwise it would be most statement, because then one can
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choose one year and say this is the year. Se, Sir, the position is that when I
have to say that the Government is doing its utmost, I have also to have the
result of that. Now, the learned and honourable Member has not- touched
1975-76, because the figures were not availible. But now when the figures
are available....... '
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Shaikh Mohammad Rashid: This is not the question. This has to be
discussed in this, otherwise they further will have the opportunity to malign /
the Government. May be any person. 1'do not wish in any casc to even 1
quote one figure. Now, they can say look here, the cotton was 50 per cent ;
last year. That is net the position. That is not in all fairness. I have to
tell the House, Sir, and I have to tell that the Government’s efforts which were §
consistently made, bore fruit in 1975-76. They were not so fruitful in the i
previous years for circumstances reason. Therefore, if I come to 1975-76,
all can know the Government’s position. Therefore, I have to help to bring |
the discussion to this year. So, the position is that what the honourable i
Member wants to say or tell the people is that the present regime or Govern-
ment has not paid full attention towards the agriculture. What I am saying. ..

Mr. Masud Abhmad Khan: Point of order.
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Shaikh Mohammad Rashid: In spite of all those known...... .
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“ Shatkh Mohammad Rashid: Sir, what I was stating was only this that
after enumerating the consistant efforts even in those areas which were affected

‘due to the reasons beyond the control of a Government. But I have to say

that none the 1ecs those efforts did bear fruit and then this is the 1975-76

vahrf uvlwl = U"’f*’ dﬁ?pw d, v y} g’fc“u‘*” ’.IH: VL&

b &7 JiV 20 o gl 4 Gk o e J/"’MA”}’

iia L b

_Lc,/d;,ﬂ;ﬁww/wﬂycguﬁ : »?/Af*gg’

k:}yu"lﬂ!mau/d«wyauw'fuuww.JW~me‘r&f"

-U&/G’ub./aj o a{hvd){" hﬁ’“cﬁ’ﬁléﬁfiﬁu‘?‘f:ﬂ ’f#’"‘ﬁ’

3 u;" l"J; =b fo/ﬂ’f = g/i’*’l 0 TP ut"‘ ’,.}IMC.'.#

J" *’L’) dlﬂ' JUJI u*’ r'r‘ ‘:uf ! L.it‘ P : /wT uwf v..qlﬂ uk’

"U""""/U U ”?J"U’"‘:""bv“/u-wfl‘""{"‘




156 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [27tH Aucust, 1976
F ikl el S o LA e Ly S s ke e i
a&d’&.—!db»lw”w}f%rwf:u@-d‘&):@z!c‘wh"z’z
f'-Ju./-‘«az/,fﬂ-l‘iwr@fca;bfcﬁgawe-uu/"t,;)‘;‘/
Fe7 S motion §aoul S J Bl a b S 46 g5k o1 5 b
gﬂ./.'d_‘”u“inlu:"éa’fdw.u%)u!u?h-’auc”a/dzsﬁ&:
- - S el
AT g ) 2 Ga0b0i1F o KL oo alp o ] il o tae g
Ug’“{-J‘&aﬂufdwzfu:‘uﬂx-cﬁd"J-ﬁ"u’“°/":"‘:f
j/Jwau,r't-u.Jﬁwaw—'saﬁ&/gw'uu;b.fea
| | - o e

'c'lfbﬂuyugwukldfglu!ﬂ;zue T LM axe gy

f&‘*‘a’d}ﬂucﬁ(}swﬂfad%iﬁ o Y~ Ry PO

S R R Ty P SO YRR PR B

Rin g o Sl gl e g ey gl S W SIS
e R PIMY S gt 5 S NS P

I g g P Sk by W, ST Sl e el
[ R VLRI R Ve g P VR RS RS )
| | Tt e

S hpallSfempb S !l oobomip o pdl ol wli g
| L ; ‘ - R4

d’szﬂwgbumﬁuﬂdwvld.flcbbcfv,(‘a:zf
¥ K Fomo gf s gl e Syl S g
~ur U U A e o USY A e ek S <1960 A

d“*"-“”d’U”/"w’/u"ﬂ’uﬁisz/u% s LA e gl
A6 S p Y ad v Sl I gl ol oy Sy 4yl ST 5
W ot e il f S e o P o8 S b e b ey

ot P S




et
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GROWTH RATE IN THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR
DURING 1971—75
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The wording of the motion is.
-t §¥ PR 2 e &

That the situation arising out of extremely poor growth rate in the agri-
cultural sector in Pakistan during 1971—75 be taken into consideration.
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The wording is not such.

A bl - FrHcbsn : oy
- & S 5461 #¢9-19¢0 Ly e upjustified b

Even otherwise he has said 1971—75, and 1975 includes 1975-76, be-
cause the agricultural year, I may submit for the information of the learned
honourable Member, starts from Ist July and then ends on 30th June next
year. Therefore, he has himself included 1975-76. ‘

Qazi Faizul Haque Khan: It is understood.
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The wording is not like that, you will appreciate.
-Wﬁ@ﬁdﬁgju%.ﬁﬁljul
It says :

“ That the situation arising out of extremely poor growth rate in the
agricultural sector in Pakistan.” -
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It will only be confined to the matters relating to seed—its ‘sowing,%;hgr_}h:s;

B .

watching, ther purchasing and then: 1ts distelbution againt amony the ‘fasmers. -

So, the exclusive duty assigned to the Seed Corporation is to provide ~ the
farmer with improved seed. ' o ‘
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Mr. Presiding Officer : This motion has been talked over. Rest of the
motions will be deferred.
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Sardar Mohammad Aslam: At 11.00 in the morning.
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Mr. Presiding Officer : It is a question of one day only, Monday.
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Mr. Presiding Officer : So, the House stands adjourned to meet on Mon-

day at 4 p.m.

— e et

{The House then adjourned to meet again at four of the clock in the
evening on Monday, August 30, 1976.] . .
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