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' SENATE DEBATES
SENATE OF PAKISTAN

Thursday, August 5, 1976

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Chamber, (State Bank
Building), Islamabad, at ten of the clock it the morning, Mr. Chairman
(Mr. Habibullah Khaty in the Chair.

(Recitation from the Holy Quran)

My. Chairman: Now, we take up adjournment motions. This is
adjournment motion No. 1. Yes, Khawaja Mohammad Safdar,

ADJOURNMENT MOTION RE : FAILURE OF FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT TO LOOK AFTER THE MEMORIALS
OF SHAHEEDS OF 1965 WAR

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Sir, I beg leave of House to move a
motion for the adjournment of the busiress of the Senate to discuss a definite
matter of urgent public imporfance and of recent occurrence, namely, the
failute of the Federal Governmeii to look after the memorials built il henour
of those Shaheeds who ldid their lives while defending the sacred soil of
Pakistan in the 1965 War (Nawa-i-Wagqt of 15th July, 1976) has caused great
disappointment to the public.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar (Minister for Law and Parliamentary
Affaits) : It is Opposed, Sir.

Mr. Chairmai : Yés.

Malik Mohammad Akhfar : Oh téchiical grounds, I would say that it
is not specifi¢, it is not recent and it is not the reésponsibility of the Federal
Government. At present the concerned formations and units who censtruct-
ed these graves afe [ooking after the tombs and memofials. Biitin any case
I assure the Heorourable Member that the Government would take all

necessary steps and see that they are properly looked after even though it is
not the responsibility of the Fedetal Goverfirfient.

Mr. Chairman : You tell me whose respensibility it is.
Malik Mohammad Akhtar : The concerned units.
Mr. Chairman ; Provincial Government ?

Malik Mohdmmad Akhtar : None of the governments, but it is the
concern of the Army units and Army formations, and they are looking after
these Shaheeds’ tombs. Natufally, we Will now step in. ’
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78 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [5tH August, 1976
Mr. Chairman : Are these memorials privately managed ?

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : No, Sir. But they have not been looked
after by the Federal Government. They are being looked after by the
concerned units and formations.

Mr. Chairman : I only want to know for myself. I do not know, to be
frank, whose responsibility primarily it is ; whether these are privately
managed ?

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Army managed ; by units and formations,

Mr. Chairman : In their private capacity ?

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : In their private capacity. That is what my
brief says. After having been pointed out we will see that necessary steps are
taken to take due care, and, I think, it is a matter which is the respousibility
of each and every citizen and the honourable mover.

Mr. Chairman : They want that some respect should be shown to the
memorials of the people who laid down their lives. Their complaint is that
the memorials erected in honour of these people are not being properly
looked after, or, in other words, they are being ignored, they are being
neglected and that it should be done. It is a very logical objection. I do
not ses any political element in this complaint.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, we will be looking into it and take
such other measures to ensure due respectability to these tombs and memorials.
I assure Khawaja Mohammad Safdar, and request him to give us a while and
we will took into it.
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ADJOURNMENT MOTION RE : FAILURE OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO 79
GET KASHMIR ISSUE RESCLVED ON THE BASIS OF UNO RESOLUTIONS
BEFORE RE-ESTABLISHING RAIL-LINK WITH BHARAT

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : T agree with the honourable mover, and I
am grateful that he is not pressing it. Due care will be taken, and some
sort of arrangement, some concrete arrangement, will be made, so that
these tombs are properly looked after, because it is everybody’s
feeling.

Mr. Chairman : The adjournment motion is not pressed. Next.
(Pause) What about adjournment motions Nos. 3 and 4. I think, the two
refer to the Foreign Ministry.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : I have got the brief, Sir, I will give
reply. ' :

Mr. Chairman : Can you tackle 3 and 4 ?

_Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Yes, Sir. They have sent me the papers.
I will be dealing with No. 3 for the time being.

Mr. Chairman: No. 3 only ? All right, let us first take adjournment
motion No. 3. Yes, Khawaja Sahib, it is yours,

ADJOURNMENT MOTION RE : FAILURE OF FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT TO GET KASHMIR ISSUE RESOLVED
ON THE BASIS OF UNO RESOLUTIONS BEFORE
RE-ESTABLISHING RAIL-LINK
WITH BHARAT

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Sir, I beg leave of the House to move a
motion for the adjournment of the business of the Senate to discuss a
definite matter of urgent public importance and of recent occurrence,
namely, the rail-link between India and Pakistan was re-established on 22nd
July, 1976 (Pakistan Times dated 23-7-1976). The failure of the Federal
Government to get the Kashmir issue resolved on the basis of the U.N.O.
rﬁsolutli)?.ns before re-establishing rail-link with Bharat has greatly perturbed
the public. |

Malik Mcohammad Akhtar: It is opposed, Sir, and there are many
technical grounds. The matter is, firstly, not raised at the earliest opportu-
nity. It is not recent, Sir. The adjournment motion is relating to rail-link
between India and Pakistan. Now, the honourable Senator is mentioning
Pakistan Times dated 23rd July, 1976, to make it relevant. I would refer
Sir, to starred question No. 23. : ’

Mr. Chairman : You are referring to what ?

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, the agreement on rail-link was placed
before the Senate in answer to a question on 7th July, 1976.

Mr. Chairman : On 7th July, 1976 what was done ?

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, the Joint Statement in resp‘ect of

restoration of civil aviation and goods and passenger traffic by rail was laid
before this House. ‘ , , :

Mr. Chairman : - What was that statement ? 1 do not know.
Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, I will show you.
Mr. Chairman : Was that in reply to some question ?
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Yes, Sir. We placed the Joint
Statement signed by the Foreign Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs,

Government of India, and the Foreign Secretary, Government of Pakistan,
before this House.

Mr. Chairman : You read the relevant portion of that, Was it in reply
to some question or supplementary ? '

Malik Mchammad Akhtar : It was in reply to question No, 23.

Mr. Chairman : So, in reply to the question this statement was made
on 7th July. What is the relevant portion of it ?

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : It is para, 3 which reads :

“‘In regard to matters relating to civil aviaticn, the
two delegations discussed the modality of withdrawing
the cases.”’

Mr. Chairman : This is about the air-link,
Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, it is para. 4. It says :
«The two delegations agreed to resume goods and

passenger traffic by rail through the Wagha/Attari
border.”’

Mr. Chairman : Agreed to resume what ?

Malik Mohammad Akhtar: <<Agreed toresume goods and passenger
traffic by rail through Wagha/Attari border.”

Mr. Chairman : Did the Senate contipue after that ? Was there any
sitting on the 8th ? /

An Honourable Member : Yes, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : Khawaja Sahib, according to this statement made on
the floor of the House you had been told that the rail-link between India and
Pakistan had been restored. So, you knew it on the 7th, then why did nat
you come to the House earlier ? Why didn’t you avail of the earliest
opportunity ? Do you understand my point ? Why this delay ?
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thrown out your adjoyrnment motion,
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ADJOURNMENT MOTION RE : FAILURE OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO 81
GET KASHMIR ISSUB RESOLVED ON THE BASIS OF UNO RESOLUTIONS
BEFORE RE-ESTABLISHING RAIL-LINK WITH BHARAT
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to say that the solution of Kashmir issue is conditional on the resump-
tion of rail-link between India and Pakistan ; that is absolutely not
the case. - ‘
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There is trade and there is exchange of ambassadors. There are so many

things. They are being done every day.
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It is not a matter of recent occurrence. So, in view of the statement
made by the Law Minister, T hold that the honourable mover has failed to
establish that the Government has not been able to solve the Kashmir issue
because as I understand the solution of Kashmir issue is not conditional on
the resumption of rail-link between the two countries. Moreover, it is
not of recent occurrence. Therefore, it is ruled out of order.’

Malik Mohammad Akhtar ; Sir, now I have to request that......
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ADJOURNMENT MOTION RE | FAILURE OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO 83
GET KASHMIR ISSUE RESOLVED ON THE BASIS OF UNO RESOLUTIONS
BEFORE SIGNING AIR-LINK AGREEMENT WITH BHARAT

1 have to request that adjournment motion No. 7 is much identical. It
concerns air-link and the time is there. So, we can take up adjournment
motion No. 7 because I have not got briefs for Nos. 4, 5 and 6.

Mr. Chairman : You have no briefs for Nos. 4, 5 and 6, therefore, you
want to take up No. 7 ?

Malik Mokammad Akhtar : Yes, Sir.
Mr. Chairman : Is there time left ?
Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Yes, Sir.

Mzr. Chairman : When I was coming here, according to my watch, it
was 10.19. There are about three or four minutes.
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This is about air-link.
Mr, Chairman : Why ? How can you anticipate my ruliag ?
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Sir, your ruling covers that. '
Mr. Chairnan : No.
Malik Mohammad Akhiar : All right, Sir, I am sorry.’

- WS el (55 e o W L o wbe
Yes, Khawja Sahib, you move No. 7. Have you any objection ?
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'ADJOURNMENT MOTION RE : ATOMIC REPROCESSING
PLANT, SAFETY OF TERBELA DAM & ITS CON-
' NECTED WORKS AND URANIUM

Mr. Chairman : What abbut 4,5and 6 ?
Malik Mohammad Akhtar : These are deferred, Sir,

Mr. Chairman : Their consideration is deferred, and they will be taken
up when the Minister concerned is in the House,

ADJOURNMENT MOTION RE : FAILURE OF FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT TO GET KASHMIR ISSUE RESOLVED
ON THE BASIS OF UNO RESOLUTIONS BEFORE
- SIGNING AIR-LINK AGREEMENT
WITH BHARAT

Khawaja Mcohammad Safdar : Sir, I beg leave of the House to move a
motion for the adjournment of the business of the Senate to discuss a definite
matter of urgent public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the
Federal Government has signed an agreement with Bharat for running air
services between the two countries (Nawa-i-Waqt 14th July, 1976). The
failure of the Pakistan Government to get the Kashmir issue resolved on
the basis of U.N.O. resolutions befcre entering into this agreement has
greatly perturbed the public of Pakistan. :
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Malik Mohamniad Akhtar : Sir, my &4rguments aré the same, and I
would only read paragraph 3 of the joint statement which was placed
before the House on the 7th of July. I have already read out paragraph 4
which was about rail-link and paragraph 3 is in respéct of civil aviation. It
reads :

s«In fegard to madtters relating to civil aviation, the
two delcgations discussed the modality of withdrawing
the cases . ...~

Mr. Chairman : On what date ?

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : That was on the 7th July. My argument
is the same.

Mr. Chairman : Had the two delegations agreed to resume air-
link ?

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Air-link, Sir, and joint communique had
been placed before this House. They further agreed to the résumption of
overflights and the restoration of air-links between the two countries.

Mr. Chairman : There is a difference between the two adjournment
motions. In the fifst motionn it was contentdéd that the rail-link between
India and Pakistan was re-established on 22nd July. The basis of his
adjournment motion was the actual re-establishment of the link. In the
first, the basis of the adjournment motion was the actual running of trains
which was done on 22nd July, but here the basis of his.adjournment motion
is the actual agreément which was signed. You see the difference between
the two. In the first adjournment motion the objection was: Why the
rail reached Wagha o1 the ré-establishment of rail-link that was actually
done on 22nd July when an Indian train arrived there ? His objection was
to the arrival of the Indian train. Here his objection is to the actual
signing of the agreement.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Yes, Sir. It had been agreed, and the
House was informed on the 7th July in answer to a question that they further
agreed to the resumption of overflights and the restoration of air-links between
the two countries, He had been informed, and he could have taken it up
earlier, '
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You-availed of the earliest opportunity in that cése, and that ground was
not available to him.
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ADJOURNMENT MOTION RE : FAILURE OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TQ 85
GET KASHMIR ISSUE RESOLVED GN THE BASIs OF UNQO RESOLUTIONS
. BEFORE SIGNING Al#-LINK AGRE!MENT WITH BHARAT
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Because you have said that the Government has signed an agreement
with Bharat, That you knew.
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Mr. Chairman : You said that the Federal Government had signed an
agreement,
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We are not seeing the wvalidity or otherwise, legality or otherwise,
constitutionality or otherwise,
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We don’t go so deep into the matter. :
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«“The two delegations further agreed to the resump-

tion of overflights and the restoration of air-links
between the two countries.”

Khawajwa Mohammad Safdar : [ quite agree, Sir.
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We have agreed to the resumption of overflights and air-links.
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Mr. Chairman : [ don’t agree with you.
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Mr. Chairman : I agree with you.
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The two delegations have agreed to the resumption of overflights and
air-links between the two countries. Actual signing is immaterial. You
are a bit late. As you did not avail the earliest available opportunity,
therefore, it is ruled out.

Now there is no time left. We will take up the remaining adjournment
motions Nos, 4, 5 and 6 tomorrow.

Maiik Mohammad Akhtar : We will try, Sir.

Mr, Chairman : Would the Ministers concerned be back by tomorrow ?

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : They may turn up.

Mr. Chairman : If the Minister is not available, you come
prepared.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Certainly, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : There is supplementary agenda. Yes, Mr. Masud
Ahmad Khan, you preseunt the report of the Standing Committee.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT RE : THE SUPPRESSION
OF TERRORIST ACTIVITIES (SPECIAL COURTS)
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 1976

Mr. Masnd Ahmad Khan : Sir, I present in this august House the
report of the Standing Committee on ‘the Bill further to amend the Suppres-
sion of Terrorist Activities (Special Courts) Act, 1975 [The Suppression of
Terrorist Activities (Special Courts) (Amendment) Bill, 1976].

Mr. Chairman : The report is placed on the Table of the House. Now,
we take up leglslatwe business. ‘

THE WEST PAKISTAN PRESSBAND PUBLICATIONS (AMENDMENT)
ILL, 1976

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, I beg to move :

«That the Bill further to amend the West Pakistan
Press and Publications Ordinance 1963 [The West
Pakistan Press and Publications (Amendment) Bill,
1976], as passed by the National Assembly, be taken
into consxderat;on

Mr. Chairman : The motion moved is :

““That the Bill further to amend the West Pakistan
Press and Publications Ordinance 1963 [The ‘West
Pakistan Press and Publications (Amendment) Bill,
1976], as passed by the National Assembly, be taken
into consideration.”’

Opposition Benches : Opposed.
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Malik Meohammad Akhtar : Sir, this legislation was brought four
days back on the agenda, but with mutual agreement it was deferred till a
later date so that the honourable members on either sides could go through
the legislation. Sir, by this amending ordinance the object which is sought

IS.ceincaes

Mr. Chairman : This is amending Bill.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Yes, Sir. Sir, the object is to bring the
relevant legislation in conformity with fundamental rights. Article 8 of the
Constitution provides that within a priod of two years all the laws which
are inconsistant are to be brought in conformity with fundamental rights.
The period could be extended further on expiry for a period of six months
through a resolution. It was discovered that some of the provisiors of the
West Pakistan Press and Publications Ordinance, 1963 are inconsistent with
the constitutional provisions, and naturally, Sir, we have to bring it in
conformity with the Constitution, For example, we are deleting some of
the portion from the original section 12 of the Ordinance. Formerly, the
provision was that the District Magistrate shall refuse to authenticate the
declaration of a printer or publisher about whom the Government is satisfied,
on the basis of information in its possession, and after giving such printer
or publisher an opportunity of being heard, that he is likely to actin a
manner prejudicial to the defence etc. and there were some other things.
Now, we are adding the words <‘glory of Islam, or the integrity,
szcurity or defence of Pakistan or any part thereof, friendly relations with
foreign States, public order, decency or morality, or to use the newspaper
in respect of which the declaration is made for the purpose of commission
or, incitement to, an offence’’. So, this would contain the wording of
Article 19 of the Constitution. We have to bring section 12 of the Principal
Act in conformity with Article 19, and we have added the very words of
Article 19 in Section 12. Then, Sir, second amendment has been made
that in case of violation of this amended section further action could be
taken against a publisher or a printer violating the said provision which is
also contained in the Constitution.

Then, Sir, the third amendment is in Section 24 and this amendment
is that we are deleting clause (k) of subsection (1) of Section 24 which has
become redundant. So, Sir we are inserting the wording of Article 19 in
Section 12 of the Principal Act and the violation thereof is being made an
offence. Sir, itis a useful measure, and I hope the hon’ble Members and
my friends on the other side would appreciate it as they did when we brought
some measure to bring laws in conformity with fundamental rights in an
earlier session. And this Bill, I hope would go unopposed.

Mr. Chairman : Yes, Mr, Zahurul Hagq.

Mr. Zahurul Haq : Mr. Chairman, Sir, with your permission, 1 welcome
the speech of my learned friend on the other side. The proposition quoted
by him is to bring about this particular piece of legislation in conformity
with Article 19, but after a little bit of brooding I wonder whether it is this
purpose for which the amendment has been brought because, as a matter of
fact, Article 8 has been referred to by my friend and then he has again
referred to Article 19. ‘

Mr. Chairman :~ Article 8 ?

 Mr. Zahurul Haq: Yes. He said it is necessary to bring about confor-
mity with Quran and Sunnah. "

g
i
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Now, Sir, I do not see how far that part of the Constitution is attracted
as far as this amendment is concerned, The present Press & Publication
Ordinance deals with the control of newspapers and periodicals, etc. 1t is
primarily a question of integrity, question of defence of Pakistan, and
relations with foreign countries, etc, This is not asubject which deals with
the faith of the people and this is not a subject which is covered by the
provisions of the Constitution which require that there should be conformity
in all laws with Quran and Sunnah. In any case, I still would not dilaie on
this topic very much. 1 will submit that subsection (3) of section 12 which
was brought about by Ordinance of 1964 is by itself self-sufficient. I do
not sce wisdom of this amendment.

~ With your kind permission, Sir, I will read subsection (3) of Section 12 of
which the amendment is being sought in this Bill :—

{

«The District Magistrate shall refuse to authenticate
the declaration of a Printer and Publisher about whom
Government is satisfied on the basis of information
of its pos;ession and after giving such a Printer and
Publisher an opportunity of being heard that he is
likely to act in a manner prejudicial to the defence or
external affairs” [now, here the amendment starts]
ssdefence or external affairs, or security of Pakistan...”

The amendment does not make any improvement in phraseology or in the
coatent of sub-section (3) because these are all embarassing terms ; defence,
external affairs, security of Pakistan, public order, public safety.

<« . or public order, or public safety in the
Province of West Pakistan, or to use the newspaper
in respect of which the declaration is made for the
purposes of incitement to the commission of any cogni-
zable offence involving violence or for defamation.”

Now, this amendment, excepting the technical term which is no longer
the Province of West Pakistan but which can be read in respect of each
province after the dissolution of One Unit. 1 do not see what particular
purpose is being achieved by making this amendment. With your kind
permission I will read out the proposed amendment which will begin like this
—having come to the portion in the manner prejudicial :

«...glory of Islam, or the integrity, security or defence
of Pakistan or any part thereof, friendly relations
with foreign states, public order, decency or morality,
or to use the newspaper in respect of which the declara-
tion is made for the purpose of commission of, or
incitement to, an offence, shall be substituted.”

Excepting the portion, ‘prejudicial to the glory of Islam’, I do not think
any innovation in the amendment and I, speaking for myself, submit that
the glory of Islam cannot be jeopardised or cannot be prejudiced by any
newspaper cutting. Itis belittling the stature of Islam by incorporating
it in the present Press and Publication Ordinance. Neither it is the require-
ment of the Constitution that Article 12, sub-section (3) should be amended
in this way, otherwise it will be in conformity with the provisions of the

Constitution,

R




90 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [5TH Aucusr, 1976

[Mr. Zahurul Haq]
So, as a matter of fact, I must admit that I have read it hardly half an
hour ago, but I am not sure what is the purpose ? I have not been able to
go into the depth and the purpose behind this amendment,

Apparently, as I read, to my mind there is no improvement except that
they have added the words ‘glory of Islam’, with which I have no quarrel,

but the other is a repetition of the same, and this piece of legislation has
been working since 1963. This has once been amended in 1964. There is
no case on the subject which can pinpoint the lecunpa in the drafting of
this Legislation or it has not been able to cater to the eventualities coming
from time to time. 1 personally submit that amendments are, of course,
necessary and may be brought about and the law is not static but if the
circumstances are such which do justify the amendment, then they are wel-
come, but it is just a surplus thing, the changing of words. Therefore, I
submit that there is nothing forceful in this Bill, and I oppose it.

Mr. Chairman : Any other gentleman wishing to participate 7 Yes
Mr. Masud Ahmad Khan,
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Article 19 says,

“Bvery citizen shall have the right to freedom of
speech and expression, and there shall be freedom of
the press, subject to any reasonable restrictions impos-
ed by law in the interest of the glory of Islam or the
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integrity, security or defence of Pakistan or any part
thereof, friendly relations with foreign States, public
order, decency or morality, or in relation to contempt
of court, defamation or incitement to an offence.”

ao W wS %S W ey ;\ 2.5 Jdod e MG B0 W § g S50
il as s ag SV IV e n e Gl & ol @ g0 o T 52y 9 SIS
e ﬁS 3 St > GT ﬁ»; U ("M, DERSY Uy e 5 fu'ndamental rights
O oS Osy S W § el WTes yed Iy q ST 2 odl e o
e Oy Ok Ll =t & uﬂ w WS Oge U5 s 33y é? Ve Y s o
-3 bW 5 glory of Islam G o ol W5 < WS oo Gl japb ratee S
add bd &1 y3) S ow ol - 050 U5 ot Ol ow e 0! 5T o S5
o U5 damage =3 L S Al 55 el o il Ss5 S < 54
Oy Bl sa We o Mt £ Gt sl g5l 8 S 2 jly o 5
S0 U, e 53) 2 S et ol o Yl Sl - o ST add 55 LI
Maiik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, it has been explained by the honourabie

; Senator Mr. Masud Ahmad Khzn, and I consider that there is a mandatory
‘ provision in Article 8 of the Constitution which says :

e T mm———

8. (1): Any law, or any custom or usage having
the force of law, in so far as it is inconsistent with the
rights conferred by this Chanter, shall, to the extent of
such inconsistency, be void.”

Ay g

And Article 19 he has already read.
Mr. Chairman : Why are you referring to Article 8 ?

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, because it isa mandatory provision,
Article 19 contains a fundamental right and Article 8 has the binding force.

Mr. Chairman : It is not disputed by them. They do not dispute it.

Malik Mohammiad Akhtar : Only one line, Sir. <The District Magistrate
shall refuse to authenticate the declaration of a printer if he violates Article
19, Thatis all. Now, Sir, Khawaja Sahib has acknowledged that he has
been convinced. 1 think,it may be passed.

Mr. Chairman : All right, now I put the question.
The question before the House is :

<“The Bill further to amend the West Pakistan Press
and Publicatiéns Ordinance, 1963 [The West Pakistan
Press and Publications (Amendment) Bill, 1976}, as
passed by the National Assembly, be taken into consi-
deration,”

(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Chairman : Now, we take up clause by clause consideration of the
Bill, Clause 2, no amendment ?

(Pause)
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Mr. Chairman : Al right, then I put the question,
The question before the House is -
«¢That Clause 2 forms part of the Bill.””
(The motion was adpotedy
Mr. Chairman : Clause 3. No amendment ?
So, the question before the House is :
«That Clause 3 forms part of the Bill.”™
(The motion was adopted)
My, Chairman : Clause 4, no amendment.
The question before the House is :
«That Clause 4 forms part of the Bill.””
(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Chairmarr : Last the question before the House is 2

«“That the Title, Preamble and Clause 1 form part ot
the Bill.””

(The motion was adopted)
Afalik Mohammad Akbtar : Sir, I beg to move !

«“That the Bill further to amend the West Pakistan
Press and Publications Ordinance, 1963 [The West
Pakistan Press and Publications (Ameadment) Bill,
1976], be passed.”

My, Chairman : The motion made is :

«That the Bill further to amend the West Pakistan
Press and Publications Ordinance, 1963 [The West
Pakistan Press and Publications (Amendment) Bill,
19761, be passed.”’ Caao .

Maulana Skah Ahmed Noorani Siddigi : Opposed.
Mr. Chairman : Any Member wishing to say anything 7
{(Pause)

M. Chairman : No 7 All right. I do not snggest that you speak. I
theught that, probably, you wanted to speak.

Mr. Sher Mohammad Khan ;: No, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : No speeches ? You Malik Sahib do you not want to
speak ?

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : No, Sir.

Wir. Chairman : The question before the House is -

«That the Bill further to amend the West Pakistan
Press and Publications Ordinance, 1963 [The West
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Pakistan Press and Publications (Amendment) Bill,
1976], be passed.”

(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Chairman : The Bill is passed.

THE OIL AND GAS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 1976

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, on behalf of the Minister for Fuel,
Power and Natural Resources I beg to move :

“That the Bill further to amend the Oil and Gas
Development Corporation Ordinance, 1961 [The Oil
and Gas Development Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
1976], as passed by the National Assembly be taken
into consideration,”’

Mr. Chairman : The motion moved is :

““That the Bill further to amend the Oil and Gas
Development Corporation Ordinance, 1961 [The Oil
and Gas Development Corporation (Amendment) Bill,

1976], as passed by the National Assembly be taken
into consideration,”

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : There is an amendment. Sir, I beg to
move : .

““That the Bill be referred to the Standing Committee
concerned. *’

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Not opposed »

M. Chalrman Should the questlon be put to the House ?
Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Yes, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : So the question before the House is :

«That the Bill be referred to the Standing Com-
mittee concerned.”’

Mr. Chairman : The Bill stands referred to the Standing Committee
concerned.

Then item No. 5 becomes infructucus. No other business ?
Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Not today.

Mr. Chairman : We meet tomorrow at what time ?
Maulana Shah Ahmed Noorani Siddigi : At 9.00 a.m.

Mr. Chairman : There is one difficulty. As [ have already informed the
House, just on the opening day I had announced a Panel of three Presiding
Officers :

Mr. Ahmed Waheed Akhtar
Mr. Kamal Azfar
Barrister Zahurul Haq
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[Mr. Chairman]

The Deputy Chairman is, of course, not here. He is unavoidably
absent. The other two gentlemen are also not here. Barrister Zahurul Haq
is here. Tomorrow the President of Mauritania is coming. We are all
supposed to be there at the airport to receive him. He is comin g at [0.00 a.m.
We will be leaving this place at about 9.00 a.m. because the presentation
line is always formed half an hour before the arrival of the dignitary. So,
you will be there, 1 will also have to go. At what time we are likely to be
free ? In any case, if Iam here well and good, otherwise we shall have to
keep Barrister Zahurul Haq in detention, so that he may not be absent.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Then, let us make it 11.00 a.m. Tt js Private
Members’ Day.

Mr. Chairman : Tomorrow is Friday, and we have to adjourn at 12.30
p.-m. The President of Mauritania will arrive at 10.00 a.m. then so many
formalities have to be gone through—ceremonies, guard of honour,
introduction then presentation of the dignitaries etc.

Mr. Shahzad Gul : Sir, let us fix 11.30 a.m.

Mr. Chairman : Yes, we will be able to come at 11.30. It is not safe
to fix 11.00 a.m. At 11.30 a.m. we will definitely be here, Then, we will
have only one hour left for the Private Members’ Day. Wecan also fix the

sitting in the evening. It is upto you. Either we meet at 11.30 a.m. or in
the evening.

- le a Sef 2 ol el o ke & walss
Mr. Chairman : Do you agree ?
Mr. Shahzad Gul : Yes, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: All right. The House stands adjourned to meet
tomorrow at 11.30 a.m.

B e —

[The Senate then adjourned till half-past eleven of the clock in the
morning on Friday, August 6, 1976.]
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