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SENATE DEBATES
SENATE OF PAKISTAN

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Chamber, (State Bank
Building), Islamabad, at ten of the clock in the morning, Mr. Chairman
(Mr. Habibullah Khan) in the Chair.

(Recitation from the Holy Qur’an.)

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Mr. Chairman : Now, we take up questions.

Malik Mohammad Akhktar (Minister for Law and - Parliamentary
Aflairs) : Sir, no Minister has turned up today, so I would request that the
questions may be deferred.
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Sir, there is some meeting. The Ministers are busy over there, so, I
apologise on their bebalf.

Mr. Chairman : Well, it appears from the record that the questions
relate to the Ministry of Mir Taj Mohammad Khan Jamali—absent, Mr.
Hafeezullah Cheema—absent, then Ch. Jahangir Ali—absent. Malik
Sahib, have you marked their absence in your record ?

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, they are all busy.

Mr. Chairman : No, but they are all absent, so none of the questions
can be taken.
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174 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [29TH DEC., 1976

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, we can take up these questions some
time later,

Mr. Chairman : Four Ministers concerned are not present., Khawaja
Sahib, have you got any objection to the postponement of these questions ?
Maulana Sahib, have you got any objection ?

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : No objection, Sir.

Maulana Shah Ahmad Noorani Siddigi : No objection, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : So, the questions are postponed to some other day
when the Ministers concerned are present.

THE REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE BILL, 1976

Mr. Chairman : Yesterday I was not in the Chair, and I believe that
first reading of the Bill was over. 1 would like to know how many clauses
had been actually adopted.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Upto Clause 10, Sir. Now, we may
start with amendment No. 9 of Clause 11.

Mr. Chairman : Do you mean that Clauses 2 to 10 had been adopted ?

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Yes, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : Now, we take up Clause 11. There are so many
amendments in that Clause. :

Excuse me for disturbing you. Is there any agreement for today ?

. Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Yes, Sir, we égreed to finished the Bill at
about .....

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Maximum at 2.00.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : And then, Sir, T will encroach upon the
time of the House for only five minutes if they agree.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : T will request only for five minutes and
not for six minutes, and then we will disperse for tomorrow.

Mr. Chairman : So, this Bill has to be finished, if not earlier, at the
latest by 2.00. ‘

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Yes, Sir.
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Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Sir, I beg to move :

“That in Clause 11, in sub-clause (2), in
para (a), the word “six”” be substituted by the word
“fifteen”’.

Amendment No. 10 not moved. No. 11.

Sir, T beg to move :

“That in Clause 11 of the Bill, in sub-clause (2),
para (d) be substituted by the following :

“(d) a day, at least fifty days after the
nomination day, for the taking of the poll in case
the general elections are being held to an Assembly
following its dissoluticn ; and a day at least seventy-
five days afier the nomination day for the taking
of the poll in case the term of the Assembly is due
to expire, which has necessitated the holding of the
general elections.”

No. 12 not moved, Sir.
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Mr. Shahzad Gul : Sir, I beg to move :

«“That in Clause 11, in sub-clause (2) (d), the |
word “forty-two” be substituted by the word
«fifty-two.”

Mr. Chairman : The amendments moved are :

«That in Clause 11, in sub-clause (2), in para (a),
the word “‘six”’ be substituted by the word “fifteen”.

“That in Clause 11 of the Bill, in sub-clause (2),
para (d) be substituted by the following :

“(d) a day, at least fifty days after the nomina-
tion day, for the taking of the poll in case the general
elections are being held to an Assembly following
its dissolution ; and a day at least seventy-five days
after the nomination day for the taking of the poll
in case the term of the Assembly is due to expire,
which has necessitated the holding of the general
elections.”

““That in Clause 11, in sub-clause (2) (d), the
word “forty-two” be substituted by the word
“fifty-two.” |
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Opposed, Sir.
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“(d) a day, at least forty-two days after the
nomination day .....
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Mr. Chairman : Thank you.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, I would only submit that there are two
situations for the holding of the general elections to an Assembly. Firstly,
if the Assembly is dissolved, and secondly if it completes its tenure. In
both cases fourteen days are reserved for the declaration of the result of
election. So, in the first case it is ninety days and fourteen days and in the
second case sixty days and fourteen days. Sir, as a matter of fact I must
straightaway concede that the Opposition and the majority party agreed
in principle on this timing, and the Opposition further demanded that in
order to ensure that the Government honours its commitment, these days
may be brought in the law instead of being left at the choice of the Com-
mission or being prescribed by rules. So, Sir, it is based on an agreement,
and I request my friends that either way the period is prescribed and we
cannot go beyond the period which has been prescribed under Article 224
of the Constitution. ’ - ’
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Now, Sir, the position is that once the Assembly is dissolved, within
two days the Chief Election Commissioner has to call for the nomination
papers. Then within six days the nomination papers are to come, and
then a minimum of forty-two days for the taking of the poll. He can
make this forty-two days or fifty-two days according to his discretion,
and according to the availability of the time. So we should not further
bind the discretion of the Chief Election Commissioner. Let us leave it
to him and let us hope for the best. I consider the time as contemplated
to be given for nomination and holding of polls is reasonable. We con-
sider it for hours in a Committee and then arrived at this calculation. I
request that it may be accepted. That is most appropriate distribution
of time.

Mr. Chairman : Now, 1 will put the question.
The question before the House is

“That in Clause 11, in sub-clause (2), in para
(a), the word ‘six’ be substituted by the word
‘fifteen’.”

“That in Cilause 11 of the Bill, in sub-clause (2),
para (d) be substituted by the following :

“(d) a day, at least fifty days after the nomina-
tion day, for the taking of the poll, in case. of the
general elections to be held to an Assembly following
its dissolution, and a day at least eighty days after
the nomination day, for the taking of the poll in
case the term of the Assembly is expiring, which has
necessitated the holding of general elections.” ”’

“That in Clause 11 in sub-clause (2) (d) the
word ‘forty-two’ be substituted by the word <fifty-

9 .92

fwo’.
(The motion was negatived)
Mr. Chairman : The amendments are rejected.

The question before the House is :

“That Clause 11 forms part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Chairman : Clause 11 stands part of the Bill. Next.
Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Sir, I beg to move :

“That in Clause 12 of the Bill, sub-clause (5) be
substituted by the following :




180 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [291H vEC., 1976
[Khawaja Mohammad Safdar]

¢(5) If any person subscribes to more than one
nomination papers, all such nomination papers
except the one received first by the Returning
Officer, shall be void.” ”’

Mr. Shahzad Gul : Sir, I beg to move :

“That in Clause 12 in sub-clause (5), the follow-
ing words shall be added at the end :

‘except the one received first by the Returning
Officer’.” :

Mr. Chairman : The amendments moved are :

“That in Clause 12 of the Bill, sub-clause (5), be
substituted by the following :

(5) If any person subscribes to more than onc
nomination papers, all such nomination papers
except the one received first by the Returning
Officer, shall be void’.”

“That in Clause 12 in sub-clause (5), the follow-
ing words shall be added at the end :

‘except the one received first by the Returning
Officer.””

Well, both the amendments aim at the same thing. There is a
difference of wording, but the purpose is the same.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Yes, Sir, the purpose is the same.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Opposed.
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“National and Provincial Assemblies Election
Act of 1962, section 12, sub-clause (5) :

‘A person may be nominated for the same con-
stituency by more than one nomination paper pro-
vided that no person shall subscribe to more than
one nomination paper either as proposer or as a
seconder and if any person subscribes to more than
one nomination, all such nomination papers except
:. the one received first by the Returning Officer shall
e be void.””
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:

“(5) If any person subscribes to the nomina-
tion of more than one candidate, all nomination
papers to which he has subscribed, shall be void.”
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Mr. Chairman : In Frontier the man is dead now.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Yes, Sir, the man is dead.
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Mr. Chairman : Khawaja Sahib, I want to know just for my informa-
tion whether subscribe means to propose or to second. .

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Yes, Sir, both.

- Mr. Chairman : Supposing a man is proposed by ‘A’ and seconded
by ‘B’. So, if ‘A’ subscribes to the nomination papers of somebody else,
then only ‘A’ not ‘B’, or supposing, ‘A’ and ‘B’ propose and second Malik
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Sahib and supposing ‘A’ only and not ‘B’ subscribes to my paper, then
Dﬁalik Sahib’s papers become null and void, because there is no proposer
then.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Yes, both will be rejected.
Mr. Chairman : [ see. Yes?

(At this stage a number of Senators stood up to speak)

Mr. Chairman : Let one of them may reply. One of you can. It is
not necessary that Malik Sahib should also speak. You can also reply.

Mr. Qamaruz Zaman Shah: 1 do not want to make a speech. I
merely wanted to inform them that in case they do not have one or two
people of their confidence in their constituency, then why are they filing
the nomination papers? This was number one. Number two, Sir, in the
previous laws there was no provision of a declaration to be filed by the
proposer or the seconder.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : There was. You are mistaken.
Mr. Chairman : No, there was. There was.

Mr. Qamaruz Zamaa Shah : They will not be filing a false declara-
tion that he has not proposed anybody else. ’
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : In what capacity is Mr. Shahzad Gul
speaking ?

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : He is replying to them.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, T will not wind up. ‘My friend has
given a good answer.

Mr. Chairman  All right. I will put the amendment.

The question before the House is :

“That in Clause 12 of the Bill, in Clause 12,
sub-clause (3) be substituted by the following :

“(5) If any person subscribes to more than
one nomination paper, all such nomination papers
except the one received first by the Returning
Officer, shall be void.””
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“That in Clause 12, in sub-clause (5), the follow-
ing words shall be added at the end :

‘except the one received first by the Returning
Officer.””

(The motion was rejected)
Mr. Chairman : The two amendments are lost.
Now, the question before the House is :
“That Clause 12 forms part of the Bili.”
(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Chairman : Clause 12 forms part of the Bill.
Now, Clause 13. There is no amendment to Clauses 13 and i4.
Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : There is amendment to Clause 14.
Mr. Chairman : What is it about ?
Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : About s;:rutiny of nomination papers.
Mr. Chairman : So, the question before the House is :
© ioThat Clanse 13 forms part of the BilL®

(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Chairman : Clauée 13 forms part of the Bill. Now, we take up
amendments to Clause 14.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Sir, I beg to move :

“That in Clause 14 of the Bill, in sub-clause (3),
para (d) be omitted.”

Sir, I beg to move :

“That in Clause 14 of the Bill, sub-clauses (6)
and (7) be omitted.”

Mr. Shahzad Gul : Sir, I beg to move :

“That in Clause 14, in sub-clause (3) (d), in the
proviso para (ii) after the word “forthwith” a




THE REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE BILL, 1976 185

full stop be substituted for “comma’ and the sub-
sequent words be deleted.”

Sir, T beg to move :

“That in Clause 14, sub-clause (6) be deleted.”

Mr. Chairman : There are four amendments. I put them to the
House.

The amendments before the House are :

““That in Clause 14 of the Bill, in sub-clause (3),
para (d) be omitted.”

“That in Clause 14 of the Bill, sub-clauses (6)
and (7) be omitted.”

““That in Clause 14, in sub-clause (3) (d), in the
proviso para (ii) after the word <forthwith” a full
stop be substituted for ‘““comma’ and the subse-
quent words be deleted.”

“That in Clause 14, sub-clause (6) be deleted.””
Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Opposed, Sir.
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“The Returning Officer may, either on his own
motion or

upon any objection, conduct such
summary inquiry as he may think fit and may
reject a nomination paper if he is satisfied i

.........
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Bound to conduct the summary inquiry.
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For my own information..
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I uphold your objection, and I reject the papers on the ground that the
sxgnature is not genuine. I wantto draw your attention to this fact

that he is bound to conduct the inquiry althouvh it is a summary inquiry,
but he must conduct the inquiry.
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[Malik Mohammad Akhtar]
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Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Thank you very much.
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“The Returning Officer shall not reject a nomi-
nation paper on the ground of any defect which is not

of a substantial nature and may allow any such defect
to be remedied forthwith......... #
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O i including an error in regard to the name,
serial number in the electoral roll or other particulars
of the candidate, his proposer or seconder so as to
bring them in conformity with the. corresponding
entries in the electoral roll.”
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, I think, the appiehension is not
justified. No Returning Officer is being empowered to make any
substantial modification in any of the nomination papers. Again, the
appeals are to be disposed of within a prescribed period as it is given in
clause 6, because otherwise elections cannot be held within a stipulated
period. Then, for the purposes of service, announcement on the Radio
and through other news media should be considered to be sufficient.

Mr. Chairman : I think, it is clear, because it says—

“shall not reject a nomination paper on the
ground of any defect which is not of a substantial
nature.”’

Usually, the grounds are very minor. It further says:

s ¢ samms e s and may allow any such defect to be
remedied forthwith including an error in regard to
the nEMEwm.s >
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This is quite clear.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : 1 6ppbse it, Sir. Now, you can put the
question.

Mr. Chairman :  All right. T will now put the amendments.
The question before the House is :

“That in Clause 14 of the Bill, in sub-clause 3),
para (d) be omitted.” ; Lty : FB
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[Mr. Chairman)]
Question is :

“That in Clause 14 of the Bill, in sub-clause (3) (d)
in the proviso para (ii) after the word ‘forthwith’
a full stop be substituted for ‘comma’ and the
subsequent words be deleted.”

Next is :
“That in Clause 14, sub-clause (6) be deleted.”
Next is :

“That in Clause 14 of the Bill, sub-clause (6)
and (7) be omitted.”

(The motions were negatived)
Mr. Chairman : The amendments are rejected.

Now, the question is :

“That Clause 14 forms part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Chairman : Now, we take up Clause 15. There is no amendment
to Clause 15, I suppose. Am I right ?

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Yes, Sir.
Mr. Chairman : Now, I put the question straightaway.
The question is : |
“That Clause 15 forms part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Chairman : Now, we take up Clause 16 in Whlch amendments
have been given. Yes, KhawaJa Sahib No. 20. N

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Not moving No. 20.
Mr. Chairman : No. 20 not moved.

Khawaja Sahib, you tell me that Clause 16 is about what. Only one
word will do.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : About withdrawal.
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Mr. Chairman : All right. This is about the withdrawal of candida-
ture. Mr. Shahzad Gul, please move your amendment.

Mr. Shahzad Gul : Sir, I beg to move :

“That Clause 16, sub-clause (1) be substituted
by the following :-

‘(1) Any validly nominated candidate may, by
notice in writing signed by him and delivered to the
Returning Officer by such candidate in person, on or
before the withdrawal day, withdraw his candi-
dature.’” ‘

Mr. Chairman : The amendment moved is :

“That in Clause 16, sub-clause (1) be substituted
by the following :

‘(1) Any validly nominated candidate may, by
notice in writing signed by him and delivered to
the Returning Officer by such candidate in person,
on or before the withdrawal day, withdraw his
candidature.”’

Mr. Mohammad Akhtar : Opposed.

Mr. Chairman : Supposing I am lying indisposed in hospital. How
do you suppose me to go to the polling station or to the Returning Officer ?
Supposing I can’t deliver it to the Returning Officer, nothing will happen.
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Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : Sir, I respectfully submit that this has
already covered in the Clause 16, sub-clause (1), and U don’t think
it is necessary, because not only the Senator is trying to limit this scope
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[Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso]

of the candidate, whereas his scope is more wide over here, not only he
himself, but his purposer and seconder can go and file the withdrawal
application duly signed by the candidate. So, I think, this mere effective.

Mr. Chairman : The question is :

«That in Clause 16, sub-clause (1) be substituted
by the following :

‘(1) Any validly nominated candidate may, by
notice in writing signed by him and delivered to

the Returning Officer by such candidate in person,
on or before the withdrawal day, withdraw his

candidature.” ”’
(The motion was negatived)

Mr. Chairman :  Now, I put the clause.
The question is :
‘That Clause 16 forms part of the Bill:’
(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Chairrqan : Clause 16 forms part of the Bill.
N(;w, we take up Clause 17.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Sir, Mr. Shahzad Gul is not moving his
amendment No. 22. ‘ :

Mr. Chairman :  You are not moving. What is it about ?
Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : It is about retirement.

Clause 16 was about withdrawal and mow this Clause is about
retir‘ement.

Mr. Chairman : Withdrawal comes only when you deliver the
nomination papers, and this retirement is before that.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : At least four days before the polling
day. ;

‘Mr. Chairman : Isee. Yes, you move your amendment.

 Khawaja Mohammad Safdar . Sir, T beg to move :
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1 ““That in Clause 17 of the Bill, sub-clause (3) be
% substituted by the following : '

‘(3) On receiving a notice of retirement under
sub-section (1), the Returning Officer shall, if he is
satisfied that the signature on the notice is that of
the candidate, cause a copy thereof to be affixed at
a conspicuous place in his office, and shall also
publish it in such manner as he may think fit.”

(At this stage Presiding Officer, Mr. Ahmad Waheed Akhtar, occupied
the Chair.)

} ' Mr. Presiding Officer : The amendment moved is :

“That in Clause 17 of the Bill, sub-clause (3) be
substituted by the following :

‘(3) on receiving a notice of retirement under
sub-section (1), the Returning Officer shall, if he is
satisfied that the signature on the notice is that of
the candidate, cause a copy thereof to be affixed at
a conspicuous place in his office, and shall also
publish it in such manner as he may think fit.” >

g \ Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Opposed.
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“Clause 16 (3) : ‘On receiving a notice of with-
drawal under sub-section (1), the Returning Officer
shall...... ”

It is very important,

“if he is satisfied, that the signature on the
notice is that of the candidate, cause a copy of the
notice to be affixed at a conspicuous place in his
office.’
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‘if he is satisfied that the signature on the notice
is that of the candidate.
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55 el A W e v e 0l e B 05 g W b e 2l LS
ol 0 sl UT ol SNt e g il o3 - e O 0,0 S ol
s 55 ol ol s YU S sl o o sl o b g ey
Poom e LS sy Sl ¢ < LS 5 15 pted e oSl edT O W57 Uy 55 8
Oy 1 N Gl I 8 I dsly3ss o O] 8 O womt s oy a5 BUI g
e pY blaal w v la Gl I W65 5 a8 rob e - 8 0 =
Lty I jledel 5 o WS J L5 w0 e [l o5 O 8 sedT S Ay
SISl ol e sl G g Shsel s Lar Ol b el -y o b
Loderid A slsanl Sy B Sty T sl UT m.‘)/,/vT__ LS s 2 Gwow 2
2y Q. ! C;:»a_;\s% el G I -y A 55 b ulx?' 2 &5‘“5/ b ooy
ot S Ayle 6eSTy L S 55T e agle sl @3 @l S oo cds
e G § S e S S ;ﬁ ol do5 desd O & ed
e e & 38 e @ WK s T sl e Uy 55 i
HeE w2 o ﬁ" ! 4;*25 U gy <% VK‘.‘ (G w92 3)? - g@’i’ u”*' Y

Malik Mehammad Akhtar : T think, it is merely an apprehension. He
is bound to hold inquiry in any circumstances.

Mf. Presiding Officer : The question before the House is :

“That in Clause 17 of the Bill, sub-clause (3) be
substituted by the following :

““(3) On receiving a notice of retirement under
sub-section (1), the Returning Officer, shall, if he is
satisfied that the signature on the notice is that of
the candidate, cause a copy thereof to be affixed at a
conspicuous place in his office, and shall also pub-
lish it in such manner as he may think fit.”

(The motion was negatived)
Mr. Presiding Officer :  The amendment stands rejected.
Now, the question before the House is :

“That Clause 17 forms part of the Bill.”’

(The motion was adopted)'
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Mr. Presiding Officer : Clause 17 forms part of the Bill.

The question before the House is :

- “That Clauses 18, 19 and 20 form part of the
i .,, .

(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Presiding Officer : Clauses 18, 19 and 20 form part of the Bill
Now, it is Clause 21 and amendment No. 24. It is by Mr. Shahzad Gul.

Mr. Shahzad Gul : Sir, I beg to move :

“That in Clause 21 in sub-clause (1) para (a) be
substituted by the following :

‘(a) allocate to a contesting candidate the pres-
cribed symbol for his political party and if he is an
independent contesting candidate any prescribed
symbol, except those specified for political parties
and in so doing shall, so far as possible, have regard
for any preference indicated by the candidate at the
time of filing his nomination papers.””

My, Presiding Officer : Khawaja Sahib, you also move your amend-
ment. \ ,

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : I beg to move :

«That in Clause 21 of the Bill, in sub-clause (1),
after para (a), the following proviso be added :

‘Provided that the Commission shall direct
that the same symbol be allocated to the candidates
\belongmg to the same political party.””

Mr. Presiding Officer : The amendments moved are :

“That in Clause 21 in sub-clause (1) para (a) be
substituted by the following :

‘(a) allocate to a contesting candidate the pres-
cribed symbol for his political party and if he is an
independent contesting candidate any prescribed
symbol, except those specified for political parties
and in so doing shall, so far as possible, have regard
for any preference indicated by the candidate at the
time of filing his nomination papers.’”’

‘ “That in Clause 21 of thek‘Bill, in sub-clause (1),
after para (a), the following proviso be added :
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[Mr. Presiding Officer]

Provided that the Commission shall direct that
the same symbol be allocated to the candidates

9 %

belonging to the same political party.”

Malik Mohammad Akhtar . The amendments are opposed.
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““(a) allocate, subject to any direction of the

Commission, one of the prescribed symbols to each

contesting candidate, and in so doing shall, so far as

possible, have regard for any preference indicated

by the candidate at the time of filing his nomination

papers.” ”’
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar :  Sir, it can be adopted by rules, and we
will adopt it under the rules.

Mr. Presiding Officer : The question before the House is :

“That in Clause 21, in sub-clause (1), para (a) be
substituted by the following :

‘(a) allocate to a contesting candidate the pres-
cribed symbol for his political party and if he is an
independent contesting candidate any prescribed
symbol, except those specified for political parties
and in so doing shall, so far as possible, have regard
for any preference indicated by the candidate at time
of filing his nomination papers.””

And :

“That in Clause 21 of the Bill, in sub-clause (1),
after para (a), the following proviso be added :

‘Provided that the Commission shall direct that
the same symbol be allocated to the candidates
belonging to the same political party.’” -

(The motion was negatived)

Mr. Presiding Officer : The amendments stand rejected.

The question before the House is :
«“That Clause 21 forms part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Presiding Officer : Clause 21 forms part of the Bill.

The question before the House is :

“That Clauses 22, 23 and 24 stand pa’rt of the
Bill.”

(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Presiding Officer : Clauses 22, 23 and 24 stand part of the Bill

Now, it is Clause 25. There are amendments to it. Yes, Khawaja
Sahib. - .

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : 1 beg to move :
" “That Clause 25 of the Bill be substituted by the
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[Khawaja Mohammad Safdar]
following :

«75  Polls for a general election for an
Assembly shall be held on the same day. If the
general election for the National Assembly and a
Provincial Assembly are both due, the polls for both
the Assemblies shall be held simultaneousiy :

Provided that, if the Commission is satisfied
that polls cannot take place in a constituency on
account of a natural calamity or for any other reason
beyond its control, the Commission may fix another
day for holding the poll in that constituency.”
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Mr. Presiding Officer : The amendment moved s :

«“That Clause 25 of the Bill be substituted by the
following :

<75 Polls for a general election - for an
Assembly shall be held on the same day. If the
general election for the National Assembly and a
Provincial Assembly are both due, the polls for both
the Assemblies shall be held simultaneously :

Provided that, if the Commission is satisfied
that polls cannot take place in a constituency on
account of a natural calamity or for any other reason
beyond its control, the Commission may fix another
day for holding the poll in that constituency.”

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Opposed.

Mr. Presiding Officer : It is opposed.
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Malik Mohammad Akktar : Sir, the position is very clear. As 1
explained, Clause 25 contemplates simultaneous election as well as
elections to a single Assembly, and, therefore, no further amendment is
necessary.

Mr. Presiding Officer : The question before the House is :

“That Clause 25 of the Bill be substituted by the
following :

<25, Polls for a general election for an Assem-
bly shall be held on the same day. If the general
election for the National Assembly and a Provincial
Assembly are both due, the polls for both the Assem-
blies shall be held simultaneously : .

Provided that, if the Commission is satisfied that
polls cannot take place in a constituency on account
of a natural calamity or for any other reason beyond
its control, the Commission may fix another day for
holding the poll in that constituency.””’

(The motion was negatived)
Mr. Presiding Officer : The amendment stands rejected.
Amendment No. 27 not moved,
The question Before the House is :

«That Clause 25 stands part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Presiding Officer : Clause 25 stands part of the Bill.
The question before the House is :
«“That Clause 26 stands part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Presiding Officer : Clause 26 stands part of the Bill.
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Mr. Shahzad Gul : Sir, I beg to move :

“That in Clause 27, in sub-clause (2) of the Bill,
after the word ‘station’ occurring in the third line
a ‘full stop’ be substituted instead of ‘comma’ and
the subsequent words be deleted.”

Mr. Presiding Officer : The amendment moveed is :

“That in Clause 27, in sub-clause (2) of the Bill,
after the word ‘station’ occurring in the third line a
‘full stop’ be substituted instead of ‘comma’ and the
subsequent words be deleted.”

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Opposed.
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A s v unless it is satisfied that the result of the
election has been determined by the polling that
has already taken place at that polling station, taken
with the result of the polling at other polling
stations in the same constituency.” ‘
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar: 1 don’t think the arguments need any
reply and the clause, that is given, is O. K., and, I think, it should be
passed.

AT

Mr. Presiding Officer : The question before the House is :

“That the amendment moved by Mr. Shahzad
Gul be adopted.”

(The motion was negatived)
Mr. Presiding Officer : The amendment stands rejected.
The question before the House is :
“That Clause 27 stands part of the Bill.””
(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Presiding Officer : Clause 27 stands part of the Bill.
The question before the House is:

«“The Clause 28 stands part of the Bill.”’

(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Presiding Officer : Clause 28 stands part of the Bill. Clause 29.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Sir, I beg to move :

“That in Clause 29 of the Bill, in sub- clause 3),
between the figure (2) and the word ‘send’ insert
the following words ‘give him or’.”

Mr. Presiding Officer : The motion moved is :

“That in Clause 29 of the Bill, in sub-clause (3),
between the figure ‘(2) and the word ‘send’ insert
the following words ‘give him or’.”
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Opposed, Sir. It is a good suggestion,
but we will do it some time later.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir I will make a short reply to the
arguments. We have taken notice of many of the amendments of Mr.
Shahzad Gul and Khawaja Sahib, which can be incorporated in form of
rules, and wherever it is possible and reasonable we are going to incor-
porate the amendments that are there. Thank you.

Mr. Presiding Officer : The question before the House is :

«“That the amendment moved by Khawaja
Mohammad Safdar be adopted.”

(The motion was negatived)
Mr. Presiding Officer : Th¢ amendment stands rejected. -
The question before the House is :
“That Clause 29 stands part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Presiding Officer : Clause 29 stands part of the Bill.
The question before the House is :
““That Clause 33 stands part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Presiding Officer : Clause 30 stands part of the Bill. No. 31.

|
%




b ¥

THE REPRESENTAION OF THE PEOPLE BILL, 1976
Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Sir, I beg to move :

«“That in Clause 31 of the Bill, the word ‘and’
be added at the end of para (a), and the word cand’
occurring at the end of para (b) be omitted, and
para (c) be omitted.”

Mr. Presiding Officer : The amendment moved is :

«“That in Clause 31 of the Bill, the word ‘and’
be added at the end of para (a), and the word ‘and’
occurring at the and of para (b) be omitted, and
para (c) be omitted.” .

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Opposed, Sir.
- olia G5 Ond S G5 ke 8 wales
Mr. Presiding Officer :  The question before the House is :

«“That the amendment moved by Khawaja
Mohammad Safdar be adopted.”

(The motion was negatived)

Mr. Presiding Officer : The amendment stands rejecféd.
The question before the House is :

<That Clause 31 stands part of the Bill.;’
(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Presiding Officer : Clause 31 stands part of the Bill.”
Now, the question before the House is :

«“That Clauses 32, 33 and 34 stand part of the
Bill.”

(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Presiding Officer : Clauses 32, 33 and 34 stand part of the Bill.

Next we take up Clause 35. There is an amendment in the name of

. Shahzad Gul.

Mr. Shahzad Gul : Not moved.
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Mr. Presiding Officer :  So, the question before the House is :
«That Clause 35 forms part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Presiding Officer : Clause 35 stands part of the Bill.
Then, the question before the House is :

«That Clauses 36, 37 and 38 stand part of the
Bill.”

(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Presiding Officer : Clauses 36, 37 and 38 stand part of the Bill.

Next we take up Clause 39.
Mr. Shahzad Gul : Sir, I beg to move :

«That in Clause 39, in sub-clause 6 of the Bill,
the words at the end ¢if the recount is held upon
the request of a contesting candidate, or his election
agent, then in that case the result of the count shall
not be questioned subsequently in any other pro-
ceedings relating to that election’, be added.”

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Sir, I beg to move :

“That in Clause 39 of the Bill, in sub-clause (6)
para (a) be substituted by the following :

‘() upon the request of, or challe;nge in writing

made by, a contesting candidate, or.
Mr. Presiding Officer : The amendments moved are :

“That in Clause 39, in sub-clause (6) of the Bill,
the words at the end “if the recount is held upon the
request of a contesting candidate, or his election
agent, then in that case the result of the count shall
not be questioned subsequently in any other procee-
dings relating to that election’, be added.”

«“That in Clause 39 of the Bill, in sub-clause (6)
para (a) be substituted by the following :

‘(a) upon the request of, or challenge in writing
made by, a contesting candidate, or.””

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Opposed.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Tt is really a good suggestion, but it can be
implemented by administrative order of the Election Commission.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Of course, it can be. There is no
doubt about it.

Mr. Presiding Officer : The question before the House is :

«“That the amendments moved by Mr. Shahzad
Gul and Khawaja Mohammad Safdar be adopted.”™

(The motion was negatived)
Mr. Presiding Officer : The amendments stand rejected.
Now, the question before the House is :
«“That Clause 39 stands part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Presiding Officer : * Clause 39 stands part of the Bill.
Now, the question before the House is : |
“That Clause 40 stands part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Presiding Officer : Clause 40 stands part of the Bill.

Next Clause 41.
Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Sir, I beg to move :

““That in Clause 41 of the Bill, sub-clause (1) be
substituted by the following :

‘(1) Where, after consolidation of the results
of the count under section 39, it appears that there
is equality of votes between two or more contesting
candidates and the addition of one vote for one such
candidate would entitle him to be declared elected,
the Returning Officer shall make a report to this
effect to the commission, which shall as soon as
possible draw a lot in respect of such candidates and
the candidate on whom the lot falls shall be deemed
to have received the highest number of votes entitl-
ing him to be declared elected.”””
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And T also beg to move :

«That in Clause 41, in sub-clause (3), the words
‘the Returning Officer or the Commission, as the
case may be’ be substituted by the words ‘The
Commission’.”

Mr. Presiding Officer : The amendments moved are :

R TN AR S

«That in Clause 41 of the Bill, sub-clause (1) be
substituted by the following :

SRS

‘(1)  Where, after consolidation of the results of
the count under section 39, it appears that there is
equality of votes between two or more contesting
candidates and the addition of one vote for one
such candidate would entitle him to be declared
elected, the Returning Officer shall make a report
to this effect to the Commission, which shall as
soon as possible draw a lot in respect of such candi-
dates and the candidate on whom the lot falls shall
be deemed to have received the highest number of
votes entitling him to be declared elected.” ™’

The second amendment is :

«“That in Clause 41, in sub-clause (3), the words
‘the Returning Officer or the Commission, as the
case may be’ be substituted by the words ‘The

2 99

Commission’.
Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Opposed, Sir.
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“(1) Where, after consolidation of . the results
of the count under section 39, it appears that there
is equality of votes between two or more contesting
candidates and the addition of one vote for one
such candidate would entitle him to be declared
elected, the Returning Officer or the Commission, as
the case may be .. . ..
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¢ as the case may be, shall fortwith draw

a lot in respect of such candidates and the candidate
on whom the lot falls shall be deemed to have
received the highest number of votes entitling him
to be declared elected.”
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar: Sir, the matter is very simple. The
question could be raised in the form of an appeal to the Commission which
is responsible for fair and just conduct of elections, and in that case the
Commission would make an order or otherwise the Returning Officer would
make an order.

Mr. Presiding Officer : The question before the House is :

““That in Clause 41 of the Bill, sub-clause (1) be
substituted by the following :

‘(1) Where, after consolidation of the results of
the count under section 39, it appears that there is
equality of votes between two or more contesting
candidates and the addition of one vote for one such
candidate would entitle him to be declared elected,
the Returning Officer shall make a report to this
effect to the Commission, which shall as soon as
possible draw a lot in respect of such candidates and
the candidate on whom the lot falls shall be deemed -
to have received the highest number of votes
entitling him to be declared elected.””

And :
«That in clause 41, in sub-clause (3), the words

“The Returning Officer or the Commission, as the
case may be’ be substituted by the words The

9 99

Commission’.
(The motion was negatived)

Mr. Presiding Officer : The amendments are rejected.
The question before the House is :
“That Clause 41 forms part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Presiding Officer : Clause 41 forms part of the Bill.
The question before the House is :
«“That Clauses 42, 43, 44, 45 and 46 form part of the Bill.”

(The motion was adopted)
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Mr. Presiding Officer : Clauses 42, 43,44, 45 and 46 form part of
the Bill. Now next.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, I had explained it yesterday that
the minorities will have the chance for contesting elections. Firstly, they
can take chance in elections and secondly we have reserved seats for them
under the Constitution and they will be elected by the persons, who will
be directly elected by the voters both in the National Assembly and in

the Provincial Assemblies.

Mr. Presiding Officer : The question before the House is :

«“That amendment No. 36 be adopted.”
(The motion was negatived)

Mr. Presiding Officer : The amendment stands rejected.
The question before the House is :
“That Clause 47 stands part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Presiding Officer : Clause 47 forms part of the Bill.

The question before the House is :

“That Clauses 48, 49, 50, 51, 52 and 53 form
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part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Presiding Officer : Clauses 48, 49, 50, 51, 52 and 53 form part of
the Bill. Now, we take up Clause 54.
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(At this stage Mr. Chairman occupied the Chair.)

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar :  Sir, this is amendment No. 37. It
is regarding Parties to the petition. ‘

Mr. Chairman ¢ Yes !
Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Sir, I beg to move :

“That Clause 54 except the Explanation to it be
substituted by the following :

54. Parties to the petition : The petitioner
shall join all contesting candidates against him as
respondent.’”

Mr. Chairman : Yes, Mr. Shahzad Gul, you also move your amend-
ment.

Mr. Shahzad Gul : I am not moving it.

Mzr. Chairman : You are not moving your amendment. All right.
The amendment moved is :

“That Clause 54 except the Explanation to it
be substituted by the following :

<54. Parties to the petition: The petitioner
shall join all contesting candidates against him as
respondent.’”’

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : It is opposed, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : It is opposed. Yes!
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(b) any other candidate against whom any
allegation of any corrupt or illegal
practice is made.’
Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Contesting and withdrawn candidates.
Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Contestingand . . .. ?
Malik Mohammad Akhtar :  And those who have retired and with-
drawn.
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“(b) any other candidate . . . ...

Mr. Chairman : .. ... against whom allegation of corrupt and

illegal practice is made.”
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bl Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, T have already explained, and I
o consider that after this explanation_my friend need not press it.

Mr. Chairman : The question before the House is :

“That Clause 54 except the Explanation to it be
substituted by the following :

‘54, Parties to the petition: The petitioner
shall join all contesting candidates against him as

respondent.’”

be adopted.
(The motion was rejected)
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Mr. Chairman : The amendment is lost. Now, I put the Clause to
the House.

The question before the House is :

“That Clause 54 forms part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Chairman : Clause 54 forms part of the Bill.
Now, the question before the House is ©
«That Clauses 55 and 56 form part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Chairman :  Clauses 55 and 56 form part of the Bill.
Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Sir, I beg to move :

< That Clause 57 of the Bill be substituted by thé
following :

<57. (1) The Commissioner shall forward the
election petition to the District Judge of the district
in which the constituency falls, whose election is
being challenged in the said election petition over
his normal Court work.

(2) An appeal against the orders of the District
Judge accepting or rejecting the election petition
shall lie to the High Court within whose jurisdiction
the Court of the District Judge i1s.””’

Mr. Shahzad Gul : Sir,I beg to move :

“That in Clause 57, in sub-clause (2) of the Bill
the words and commas ‘or, at the time of his retire-
ment as a District and Sessions Judge, was qualified
to be’, occurring in first, secondnd and third lines be
deleted.” ;

Mr. Chairman : The first amendment moved by Khawaja Mohammad
Safdar is :

<“That Ciause 57 of the Bill be substituted by
the following :

<57. (1) The Commissioner shall forward the
election petition to the District Judge of the district
in which the constituency falls, whose election is
being challenged’in the said election petition over
his normal Court work.
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[Mr. Chairman]

(2) An appeal against the orders of the District
Judge accepting or rejecting the election petition
shall lie to the High Court within whose jurisdiction
the Court of the District Judge is.””

The second amendment is :

«“That in Clause 57, in sub-clause (2) of the Bill
the words and commas ‘or, at the time of his retire-
ment as a District and Sessions Judge, was qualified
to be’, occurring in first, second and third lines be

deleted.”
Yes, please explain.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, I consider that the amendment of
Khawaja Sahib is not so sound. Iam sorry to say that. The Commission
which comprises a Judge of the Supreme Court and two Judges of the
High Court, let them appoint reliable persons of integrity. If this work
is given to the District and Sessions Judges, then petitions will not be

settled so expeditiously.

Mr. Chairman : I put the question.

The question before the House is :

«That Clause 57 of the Bill be substituted by
the following :

¢57. (1) The Commissioner shall forward the
election petition to the District Judge of the district
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in which the constituency‘ falls, whose election is
being challenged in the said election petition over
his normal Court work.

(2) An appeal against the orders of the District
Judge accepting or rejecting the election petition
shall lie to the High Court within whose jurisdiction
the Court of the District Judge is.”

“That in Clause 57, in sub-clause (2) of the Bill
the words and commas ‘or, at the time of his retire-
ment as a District and Sessions Judge, was qualified
to be’, occurring in first, second and thirrd lines be
deleted.”

be adopted.

(The motion was negatived)

Mr. Chairman : The amendments are lost. Now, I put the Clause.

The question before the House is :

“That Clause 57 do form part of the Bill.”

(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Chairman : Clause 57 forms part of the Bill.

No amendment has been moved to Clauses 58, 59 60 and 61. So, I
will put the question to the House.

The question before the House is :

<“That Clauses 58, 59, 60 and 61 do form part
- of the Bill.”

(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Chairman : Clauses 58, 59, 60 and 61 form part of the Bill.

There is a very minor amendment to Clause 62. Yes.

Mr. Shahzad Gul : Sir, I beg to move :

“That in Clause 62 of the Bill, sub-clause (4) be
omitted.”

Mr. Chairman : The amendment moved is :

«That in Clause 62 of the Bill, sub-clause (4)
be omitted.”
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, T consider it is a reasonable pro-
vision as originally given in the Bill, and it is only very rarely that such
occasions do occur, and in order to avoid unnecessary litigation, because
sometime a person who wants to prolong and extend litigation, unneces-

sarily it is required.
Mr. Chairman : Now, the question before the House is :
«That in Clause 62 of the Bill, sub-clause (4) be omitted.”
(The motion was negatived)

Mr. Chairman : The amendment is lost. Now, T put the Clause.

The question before the House is :

«That Clause 62 do form part of the Bill.”

(The‘motion. was adopted)
Mr. Chairman : Clause 62 forms part of the Bill.
Mr. Shahzad Gul, move your amendment to Clause 63.
Mr. Shahzad Gul : Tam not moving it.
Mr. Chairman : Then, I will put the Clause.
The question before the House is :
«That Clause 63 forms part of the Bill.”’

(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Chairman : There is no amendment to Clause 64.
The question before the House is :
«That Clause 64 forms part of the Bill.”

(The motion was adopted)
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Mr. Chairman : There is an amendment to Clause 65.
Mr. Shahzad Gul : Not moving.
Mr. Chairman : The question before the House is :
«“That Clause 65 forms part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Chairman : There is no amendment to Clause 66.
The question before the House is :
“That Clause 65 forms part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Chairman : Mr. Shahzad Gul are you moving amendment No.
44 ?

Mr. Shahzad Gul :  Yes, Sir.

Sir, I beg to move :

“That in Clause 67 in sub-clause (3) the words
<and the decision of the High Court on such appeal
shall be final, and shall not be subject to appeal to
the Supreme Court’ occurring in third and fourth
lines be deleted.”

Mr. Chairman : The motion before the House is :

«That in Clause 67 in sub-clause (3) the words
<and the decision of the High Court on_such appeal
shall be final, and shall not be subject to appeal to
the Supreme Court’ occurring in third and fourth
lines be deleted.”

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Opposed.
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[Mr. Shahzad Gul]
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Mr. Chairman : You can run down the Law Minister by contempt
of court.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : We have all the respect for the Supreme
Court. Anyway, I assure my friend that this is the only course which has
been prevalent in this country for the last 50 years in the matter of elec-
tion petitions and appeals. '

Mr. Chairman : The question before the House is :

«That in Clause 67 in sub-clause (3) the words
¢and the decision of the High Court on such appeal
shall be final, and shall not be subject to appeal to the
Supreme Court’ occurring in third and fourth lines
be deleted.”

(The motion was rejected)
Mr. Chairman : T will not put the Clause.
The question before the House is :

«“Thar Clause 67 forms part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Chairman : Clause 68. Yes, Khawaja Sahib.
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Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Sir, I beg to move :

““That in Clause 68 of the Bill, in sub-clause (1),
paras (a) and (b) be omitted,” \

Sir, there is another amendment by me which is of a complementary
nature. I may read it also if you will kindly allow me.

Mr. Chairman : Yes, move it.
Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Sir, I beg to move :

«“That after Clause 68 of the Bill, the following
new clause be added as Clause 68-A :

‘68-A. An election petition may be presented
to the Commission calling in question the election of
a successful candidate on the following grounds :

(a) the nomination of the returned candidate
was invalid ; or

(b) the returned candidate was not, on the
nomination day, qualified for, or was disqualified
from being elected as a member.””

Mr. Chairiman : Yes, Mr. Shahzad Gul, you move your amendment
if you want to move it.

Mr. Shahzad Gul : Sir, I beg to move :
““That in Clause 68, in sub-clause (1) (d), after
the word “candidate’’, in the second line, a fullstop
be substituted and the subsequent words be deleted.”’

Mr. Chairman : The motion before the House is :

“That in Clause 68 of the Bill, in sub-clause (1),
paras (a) and (b) be omitted.”

The motion before the House is :

“That after Clause 68 of the Bill, the following
new Clause be added as Clause 68-A :

‘68-A. An election petition may be presented to
the Commission calling in question the election of a
successful candidate on the following grounds :

(a) the nomination of the returned candidate
- . was invalid ; or '
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[Mr. Chairman]

(b) the returned candidate was, not on the
nomination day, qualified for, or was disqualified
from being elected as a member

Mr. Chairman : The motion before the House is :

«“That in Clause 68, in sub-clause (1) (d), after
the word ‘candidate’ in the second line, a fullstop be
substituted and the subsequent words be deleted.”

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Opposed.
Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Clause 68 lays down :

«Ground for declaring election of returned
candidate void.—(1) The Tribunal shall declare the
election of the returned candidate to be void if it is
satisfied that—

(a) the nomination of the returned candidate
was invalid ; or

(b) the returned candidate was not, on the
nomination day, qualified for, or was quuahﬁed
from, being elected as a member.’
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““A corrupt or illegal practice has been committ-
ted by the returned candidate or his election agent or
by any other person with the connivance of the
candidate or his election agent.”

- g W (‘:AJJ BT

“A corrupt or illegal practice has been commit-
ted by the returned candidate.”
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, I only oppose the amendments, and

I consider that it is again a trying principle and it is a major cause of dis-

pute. Tt can result in the election being declared void and it must be
adjudicated by the election tribunal.

Mr. Chairman : Now, the question is :

* “That in Clause 68 of the Bill, in sub-clause (1),
paras (a) and (b) omitted.

Next is:

‘That after Clause 68 of the Bill the following
new clause be added as Clause 68-A :
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<68-A. An election petition may be presented
to the Commission caliing in question the election of
a successful candidate on the following grounds :

(@)

the nomination of the returned candidate

was invalid ; or

(b)

the returned candidate was not, on the

nomination day, qualified for, or was disqualified

from being elected as a member.

599

and the question is :

«That in Clause 68 in sub-clause (1) (d) after the
<candidate’ in the second line a full stop be
substituted and the subsequent words be deleted.”

Mr. Chairman :

(The amendments were negatived)

The ‘Ayes’ have it.

Now, I put the question.

Question is :
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Mr. Chairman :
Mohammad Khan.
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Very kind of you. T was just looking for Mr. Tahir
And T said that the “Ayes have it”” in a fit of absence.

(At this stage the question was again put and was negatived)

Mr. Chairman :

Now, the question is :

«“That Clause 68 forms part of the Bill.”

Mr. Chairman :

amendments in these Clauses from 69 to 77 to my knowledge.

I put all these clauses together.

(The motion was adopted)

Now, we take up Clauses 69 to 77. There are no
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The question is :

“That Clauses 69 to 77, both clauses inclusive,
from part of the Bill.”

(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Chairman : Clauses 69 to 77, both the Clauses inclusive, form
part of the Bill. '

Now, we take up Clause 78. Amendment No. 48. Yes, Khawaja
Sahib, you move your amendment.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Sir, | beg to move :

“That in Clause 78 of the Bill para (5) be
omitted.”

Mr. Chairman : The amendment moved is :

“That in Clause 78 of the Bill para (5) be
omitted.”

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Opposed.
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Khawaja Mohammad Safdar :

“78 (5) Knowingly, in order to support or

oppose a candidate, lets, lends, employs, hires,

borrows or use any vehicle or vessel for the purposes

of conveying to or from the polling station any

elector except himself and members of his immediate

family ; or . »
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[Khawaja Mohammad Safdar]
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar . Sir, it will only add to corrupt practices

and increase in expenditures, SO this is contrary to the machinery and
apparatus which we are providing.
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Mr. Deputy Chairman : The question is :

; “That in Clause 78 of the Bill para (5) be omit-
ted.”

(The motion was negatived)
Mr. Deputy Chairman : No, the question is :
“That Clause 78 forms part of the Bill.”

(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Now, there are no amendments to Clauses 79
and 80.

The question is :

“That in Clauses 79 and 80 form part of the
Bill.”

(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Deputy Chairman : Yes, Khawaja Sahib.
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Mr. Deputy Chairman : The House is adjourned for tea break. It
shall re-assemble at 12.45.

(The House then adjourned for tea break)

(The House re-assembled after tea break)

M. Chairman : Which is the last Clause that has been adopted ?
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Clause 80, Sir. [ may be allowed to
use coloured glasses, because the other glasses are not so useful.

Mr. Chairmén . Oh yes. Clause 80 has been adopted.
Malik Mohammad Akhtar :  Yes, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : All right. There is an amendment to Clause 81.
Yes, Khawaja Sahib ?

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Sir, T beg to move :
«That in Clause 81 of the Bill, in sub-clause (3),

para (a) be omitted and the brackets and letter (b)
in para (b) be also omitted.”

Mr. Chairman : The amendment moved is :
“That in Clause 81 of the Bill, in sub-clause (3)

para (a) be omitted and the brackets and letter (b)
in para (b) be also omitted.”

P This is about undue influence.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Yes, Sir.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : It is opposed, Sir.
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z{ “(3) directly or indirectly, by himself or by
e any other person on his behalf,— '

i (a) uses any place of religious worship, or any
N place reserved for the performance of religious rites
for the purpose of convassing for votes or for persu-
ading electors to vote, or not to vote, at an election
or for a particular candidate ; or.”
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar :  Sir, 1 consider that original Clause of
the Bill is quite well-drafted and that may be adopted.

Mr. Chairman : The question before the House is :

““That in Clause 81 of the Bill, in sub-clause (3),
para (a) be omitted and the brackets and letter (b) in
para (b) be also omitted.”

(The motion was negatived)

Mr. Chairman : The amendment is lost.
The question before the House is :

““That Clause 81 forms part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Chairmian : Clause 81 forms part of the Bill. Now, there is no
amendment to clauses 82, 83 and 84.

The geustion before the House is :

«“That Clauses 82, 83 and 84 form part of the
Bill.”

(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Chairman : Clauses 82, 83 and 84 form part of the Bill. Now,
there is an amendment to Clause 85. Yes, Khawaja Sahib.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Sir, I beg to move :

«That in Clause 85 of the Bill, in para (4), the
word ‘on’ occurring in the second line be substituted

% 9

by the word ‘or’.
Mr. Chairman : The amendment moved is :

“That in Clause 85 of the Bill, in para (4), the
word ‘on’ occurring in the second line be substituted

99

by the word ‘or’.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Tt is opposed, Sir.
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Mr. Chairman : TIn place of letter ‘n’ it should be ‘r’. Malik Sahib,

you just read it out.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, no amendment is necessary. If 1
seek an amendment, T will have to take the Bill back.

Mr. Chairman : Let us be clear. You just read it out. The mistake
is there, and now it is for you to suggest some remedy for its cure.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : It is a printing mistake, Sir.
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«85 (4) exhibits, except with the permission of
the Returning Officer and at a place reserved for the
candidate on his election agent....”

A S s

Here it should be : “or his election agent”.
_q__ukug&b‘ﬁmggh? - sal ue S
Mr. Chairman : T understand. Do you agree that it should read :

«at a place reserved for the candidate or his
election agent ?”’

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : 1 certainly agree, Sir, but this is a printing
mistake. :

Mr. Chairman : That a different matter. Am I correct that this
should read :

«...candidate or his election agent...”.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Yes, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : Now, somehow or the other, inadvertently the letter
‘n’ has been substituted for letter ‘r’.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : That is a printing mistake, Sir.

~ Mr. Chairman : Thatis a printing mistake. Now, we are clear
in our mind that the mistake is there, printing or whatever you may call

it. Now, what is the remedy ?

wvekg |
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : The remedy is not 1o accept any amend-
ment.

Mr. Chairman : We are not going to accept any amendment. You
suggest the remedy.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, you can correct at the......
Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Yes, Sir, I help him.
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Mr. Chairman : Thank you very much.
Malik Mohammad Akhtar : The amendment may be withdrawn.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : 1 have pointed it out, and T do not
press it.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : You withdraw your amendment.
Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : 1 do not press it.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Then, the amendment will have to be
rejected by the House.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : The way out is there. T beg leave of
the House to allow me to withdraw my amendment.

Mr. Chairman : Khawaja Mohammad Safdar requests for withdrawal

of his amendment. Should he have the permission of the House to with-
draw his amendment ?

(The permission was granted) ' s
Mr. Chairman : The amendment is withdrawn.

Now, there is a mistake quite apparent on the face of it. It should
be ‘candidate or his election agent’ but inadvertently the letter ‘n’
has been substituted for <r’. It is a printing mistake and under the rules,
the office can correct it very easily. '

So, this mistake will be corrected by office and instead of ‘on’
it will be ‘or’.

Now, I put the question to the House. =~ ° Wantied ored

The questlon before the House is

“That Clause 85 forms part of the B11] »

(The motion was adopted)
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Mr. Chairman : Clause 85 forms part of the Bill. No amendment
to Clause 86.

So, the question before the House is :

«That Clause 86 forms part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Chairman : Clause 86 forms part of the Bill.

Yes, you move your amendment to Clause 87.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Sir, [ beg {0 move :

«That Clause 87 of the Bill, in sub-clause (1), in
para (b) the word ‘intentionally’ be omitted.”

Mr. Chairman : The amendment move 18 :

«That in Clause 87 of the Bill, in sub-clause (1),
in para (b) the word ‘intentionally’ be omitted.”

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Opposed, Sir.
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Mr. Chairman : The question before the House is :

«That in Clause 87 of the Bill; in sub-clause (1),

in para (b) the word ‘intentionatly” be omitted.”

(The motion was negatived)
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Mr. Chairman : The amendment is lost.
Now, the question before the House is :
“That Clause 87 forms part of the Bill.”

(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Chairman : Clause 87 forms part of the Bill. There are no
amendments to Clauses 88, 89, 90 and 91.

The question before the House is :

«“That Clauses 88 to 91, both inclusive, form
part of the Bill.”

(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Chairman : Clauses 88, 89, 90 and 91 form part of the Bill.
Now Clause 92. '

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Sir, I beg to move :
«“That in Clause 92 of the Bill, the words

‘assistance by Government servants’ occurring in
the first line be substituted by the following :

‘misuse of their official position by Government
servants.””

Mr. Chairman : The motion is :

«That in Clause 92 of the Bill, the words
‘assistance by Government servants’ occurring in
the first line be substituted by the following :

‘misuse of their official position by Government
servants.’”’

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Opposed, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : Yes, Khawaja Sahib.

u&jlajs wl@»}k«o ,f qv p\f \ uT B uﬁa_j‘va Ull:- : }.&fw & ma.-bi 5
“ASSISTANCE BY GOVERNMENT SER-
VANTS :— A person in the service of Pakistan is

guilty of an offence punishable with imprisonment
for a term which may extend to two years, or with |

52 e e,
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fine which may extend to two thousand rupees, or
with both, if he misuses his official position in a
manner calculated to influence the result of the

election.”
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : We are grateful to him for pointing out
this omission, though it does not affect.  We will see to it at the appro-

priate time.

Mr. Chairman : The question before the House is :

nt that in Clause 92 of the
Government: servants’

be substituted by the

«“That the amendme
Bill, the words <assistance by
occurring in the first line
following :

‘misuse of their official position by Government

" servants’ may be ‘adopted.”
(The motion was negatived)
Mr. Chaifmah : ?‘"TheTamend*fneﬁ iglost. = <

Wow, the question before the House is
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«“That Clause 92 forms part of the Bill.”

(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Chairman : Clause 92 forms part of the Bill. There are no
amendment to Clauses 93, 94, 95, 96, 97 and 98. '

So, the question before the House is :

«“That Clauses from 93 to 98, both inclusive,
form part of the Bill.”

(The motion was adopted)

My, Chairman : All the Clauses from 93 to 98, both inclusive, form
part of the Bill. There are certain amendments to Clause 99 by Khawaja
Mohammad Safdar. There are so many amendments. There are supple-
mentary amendments also.

Khawaja Mchammad Safdar : Some of those won’t be moved.

Mr. Shahzad Gul : [ will move 53, 54 and 57 only.

Mr. Chairman : Al right. Then, Mr. Shahzad Gul, you move your
amendments.

Mr. Shahzad Gul : Sir, I beg to move :

“«That in Clause 99 in sub-clause (1) (a) the word
‘two’ in the third line be substituted by the word

9 93

“four’.
Sir, I beg to move,

“That in Clause 99 in sub-clause (1) (a) the word
‘release’ in the fourth line be substituted by the word

9 99

‘conviction’.
Sir, T beg to move.
“That in Clause 99, sub-clause (2) be omitted.””
Mr. Chairman : The first amendment is :

“That in Clause 99 in sub-clause (1) (a) the word
‘two’ in the third line be substituted by the word

9 99

four’.
The second amendment moved is :

“That in Clause 99 in sub-clause (1) (a) the word
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‘release’ in the fourth line be substituted by the word

3 9%

‘conviction’.
The third amendment is :

“That in Clause 99, sub-clause (2) be omitted.”

Yes, Khawaja Sahib, you also move your amendments. They all
relate to Clause 99. '

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Sir, I beg to move :

““That in Clause 99 of the Bill, in sub-clause (1),
para (d) be omitted.”

Sir, T beg to move :

“That in Clause 99 of the Bill, in sub-clause (1),
in para (d) the word “two” be substituted by the
word “‘one”’.

Sir, I beg to move :

“That in Clause 99 of the Bill, in sub-clause (1),
in para (f), the words ¢<or publicly announced his
dissociation”, be omitted.”

Sir, T beg to move :

<“That in Clause 99 of the Bill, after sub-clause
(2), the following “Explanation” be added :—

«« Explanation :— Sub-section (2) shall have effect
from the 20th December, 1971.”

Mr. Chairman : The motion before the House is :

«“That in Clause 90 of the Bill, in sub-clause (1),
para (d) be omitted.”

The motion before the House is :

““That in Clause 99 of the Bill, in sub-clause (1),
in para (d) the word “two” be substituted by the

word ‘‘one’’.

The motion before the House is :

_ “That in Clause 99 of the Bill, in sub-clause (1),
in para (f), the words ‘or publicly announced his
dissociation’’, be omitted.”
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Mr. Chairman : The motion before the House is :

«That in Clause 99 of the Bill, after sub-clause ;
(2), the following “Explanation’ be added :—

Explanation :— Sub-section (2) shall have efTect
from 20th December, 1971.”

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Opposed.

Sir, these amendments will be replied to by Mr. Kamal Azfar.

e

Mr. Chairman :  Yes, Mr. Shahzad Gul.

Mr. Shahzad Gul :  Sir, my first amendment pertains to sub-clause
(1) (a) which lays down : '

«“A person shall be disqualified from being
elected as, and from being a member of an Assembly,
if i —

(a) he has been, on conviction for any offence
" which in the opinion of the Commissioner
involves moral turpitude, sentenced to imprison-
ment for a term of not less than two years,
unless a period of five years has elapsed since

his release ;”’

In my amendment T have said that instead of two years, it should be
four years. i

In my second amendment I have said that the word “‘release’” be
substituted by the word “conviction™. '

Mr. Chairman : You mean to say that it should start from the date
of conviction ? :

Mr. Shahzad Gul : Yes, Sir, from the date of conviction. In the
amended form, it will read like this :- v , ;

. ......unless a period of five years has elapsed
since his conviction.”

Mr. Chairman : Since the date of his conviction. All right.
Mr. Shahzad Gul : My third amendment is regarding omission.
Sub-clause (2) says :—

““If a person, having been elected to an Assembly
as a candidate or nominee of a political party, with-
draws himself from that party, he shall, from the

O S P S ot T St
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date of such withdrawal, be disqualified from being
2 member of the Assembly for the unexpired permd
of his term unless he has been re- elected ata bye-
clection held after his disqualification.”
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Assembly or a Provincial Assembly as a candidate or

a nominee of a political party unless he has been

re-elected at a bye-election caused by his disqualifi-
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Mpy. Chairman : Thank you. MT. Kamal Azfar.

Sir, 1T will submit that these amendments arc
much force for these reasons. The idea of

this Bill is to elect the representatives of the pzople, those who can properly
represent the people. Now, the effect of the first two amendments moved
after coming out of jail,

by Mr. Shahzad Gul would be that a persoi
, would be able to walk into the

within one year since coming out of jail

Assembly, and 1 think this 18 hardly desirable that convicts should be

seated so easily in the House of Parliament. Then, Sir, the amendment
in the opposite direction. Instead of

moved by him to Clause C, goes 1
within which, after the lapse of which,

prescribing a period of three years
a person retired from service can be a member of parliament, he wants to
On the other hand he wants 10 be so harsh with

increase it to five. ; ;
those who have been retlyed and at the same time he wants to make life
much easier for the convicts and enable thieves to come to the Assembly.

Mr. Shahzad Gul: that amendment.

Mr. Kamal Azfar :
inconsistent and don’t have

1 have not moved

Mr. Kamal Azfar : You have not moved that amendment.
Mr. Shahzad Gul : Yes, I have not moved.
Mr. Kamal Azfar : Then, as regards the amendments moved, the

he deletion of Clause 2, Sir, 1 would

last amendment moved with regard tot
submit that whena person becomes a member of Parliament on the basis

of party, then he comes with a mandate which js the only way of method

by which the people have 2 check, because they cannot have a direct partici-
pation in whom they elect,

Government Of in Parliament. The person
should be loyal to the party, t he leadership against

o the manifesto and to t
which they have elected him. In the history of Pakistan often parties have
come up after election as we ‘

11, so I think this is a very salutary clause and
amendments with 1egards to the deletion would not be in the mnational
interest. With regard to this there is also an amendment moved
Khawaja Mohamma gafdar that is about sub-clause (2). He wants 10 make
it retrospective, but to give retrospective effect to a statute is not in keeping
with the best traditions of statutory practice, because legislation should be
prospective and not retrospective as far as possible.

Then, Sir, 1 come to the other amendments moved by Khawaja Sahib
that paragraph (d) be omitted or ¢hat the period should be reduced to one
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year instead of two years after the lapse of which a Government
servant can contest. Sir, he seems to be resting his arguments
on the conception or the premise that only after the person has
fulfilled his full term of service he can enter into Parliament in
case the amendment was accepted, but even if a person resigns, this will
open the room for people to resign and seek elections immediately after
they have been in the Government service and this won’t be desirable and,
therefore, I think this amendment also is not in the national interest. In
fact it is at best that people make a decision whether they want to serve
the country through joining the service or through gaining the confidence
of the people and serving the masses. And in the history of our country,
this kind of paratroopers in politics have not been in the best interest of the
nation. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman : Thank you. Now, I will put the amendments.

First :

“That in Clause 99 in sub-clause (1) (a) the

word “two’ in the third line be substituted by the

word ‘“four’.”
Second :

“That in Clause 99 in sub-clause (1) (a) the word

‘release’ in the fourth line be substituted by the

word ‘conviction’.” f

Third :
“That in Clause 99, sub-clause‘ (2) be omitted.”
Fourth :

«That in Clause 99 of the Bill, in sub-clause (1)

para (d) be omitted.”
Fifth :

“That in Clause 99 of the Bill, in sub-clause (1),
in para (d) the word ‘two’ be substituted by the word
‘one’.”’ :

Sixth :

“That in Clause 99 of the Bill, in sub-clause (1)
in para (f) the words ‘or publicly announced his
dissociation,” be omitted.”

and the last ;

“«“That in Clause 99, after sub-clause (2) the
following ‘Explanation’ be added : -

ST
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‘BExplanation : Sub-section (2) shall have effect
ftom the 20th December, 1971.7”

E 4
(The amendments were negatived)

Mr. Chairman : All the amendments are lost. Now, I will put the
Clause.

The question before the House is :

«That Clause 99 forms part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Chairman : Clause 99 forms part of the Bill. Now, we move on
to Clause 100 and its amendments. Khawaja Sahib, do you want to
move ?

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Only one, Sir. Mr. Shahzad Gul is
not moving, and I am moving.

Mpr. Chairman : Mr. Shahzad Gul, are you not moving ?
Mr. Shahzad Gul : No, Sir.
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Mr. Chairman : Yes, Malik Akhtar, do you ‘want to say anything ?
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : No, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : All right. Well, there is no amendment. He is
opposing the clause, so I will put the clause straightaway.

The question before the House is :
“That Clause 100 forms part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Chairman : Clause 100 forms part of the Bill. Clause 101.
Mr. Shahzad Gul : Sir, I begto move . ... ..
Mr. Chairman :  You need not move.
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Mr. Chairmén . Now, the question before the House is :
““That Clause 101 forms part of the Bill.”
. (The motion was adopted)

Mr. Chairman : Clause 101 forms part of the Bill.
Now, I think, there are no other amendments.
Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : No other amendments, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : So, I will put all the remaining Clauses to the vote
of the House.

The question before the House is :

“That ‘Clauses from 102 to 109, vboth inclusive,
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form part of the Bill.”
(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Chairman : All the Clauses from 102 to 109, both including,
form part of the Bill.

Now. the question before the House is :

«That the Preamble, Title and Clause 1 form
part of the Bill.”’

(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Chairman : The Preamble, Title and Clause 1 form part of the
Bill.

Yes, now you move the last.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar @ Sir, I beg to move :

«That the Bill to provide for the conduct of
elections to the National Assembly and the Provin-
cial Assemblies [The Representation of the People
Bill, 1976]’, be passed.”’

Mr. Chairman : The motion moved is :

«That the Bill to provide for the conduct of
elections to the National Assembly and the Provin-
cial Assemblies [The Representation of the People
Bill, 1976], be passed.”

Maulana Shah Ahmad Noorani Siddiqi : Opposed.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, [ have got to reply to the honourable
Senator. :

Firstly, we accepted about 13 amendments in the Bill when it was
being discussed at Committee stage, and the record cam be produced to
that effect. Mostly the amendments of the Opposition were accepted.

Secondly, the original draft, as submitted by the FElection Commis-
sioner or Commission, was given due care, and was mostly adopted.

Thirdly, Sir, some apprehensions have been expressed. I categorically
deny that the Government intends to temper with the elections. Rather
I claim, and T reiterate that under the dynamic leadership of Quaid-i-
Awam, the Prime Minister of this country, we can claim to be the most
democratic country in Asia—rather in all the developing countries. For that
we can give instances of this very House—the fumctioning of this very
House. We believe in democracy, we believe in the development of
democratic institutions, and we believe in fair and impartial elections.
This is what we did in 1973 when the Constitution was framed, and this is
what we have done now when the Bill is being passed. I claim it to be
most effective, and I should say the Bill ensures impartial elections, and
severe and deterrent punishment has been provided for undue 1nﬂnence
for corrupt practices and malpractices.

This is all. T do not want to go beyond that.
Mr. Chairman : Thank you very much. Very good.
Now, I put the question.

1¢ question before the House is :

“That the Bill to provide for the conduct of
elections. to the National Assembly and the Provin-
cial Assemblies. [The Representation of the People
. 1976], be passed.”

*

(The motion was adopted)
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Mr. Chairman : The Bill stands passed.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, I would be moving the next motion,
and then just give a brief explanation for five minutes. Am I allowed, Sir ?

Mr. Chairman : Oh, yes.

THE HOLDERS OF REPRESENTATIVE OFFICES
(PREVENTION OF MISCONDUCT) BILL, 1976

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, I beg to move :

“That the Bill to make effective provision for
the prevention of misconduct amongst holders of
representative offices. [The Holders of Representative
Offices (Prevention of Misconduct) Bill, 1976], as
reported by the Standing Committee, be taken into
consideration at once.”

Mr. @hairman : Yes, the motion moved is :

“That the Bill to make effective provision for
the prevention of misconduct amongst holders of
representative offices [The Holders of Representative
Offices (Prevention of Misconduct) Bill, 1976], as
reported by the Standing Committee, be taken into
consideration at once.”

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : Opposed.
Maulana Shah Ahmad Noorani Siddiqi : It is opposed.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, in pursuance of Government’s policy

to root out corruption from all the spheres of public life, the present Bill
is being brought, and the persons found guilty of bribery, corruption,
misappropriation of public property or abuse of official position are to be
tried under this Bill. The Bill defines person who is holder of represen-
-tative office. They would be Federal Ministers, Ministers of State,
Provincial Ministers, Parliamentary Secretaries and Members of Parliament
or of Provincial Assemblies. Sir, the offices of the Prime Minister of
Pakistan and Chief Ministers have been excluded, because under Articles
96 and 136 of the Constitution there is a provision for vote of no confidence
against the persons holding these offices.

Now, Sir, we have provided a new offence under this law and that is
criminal misconduct. Sir, criminal misconduct would occur if a person,
in exercise of his authority in a special manner, accepts any benefit, or
favours anybody, or accepts any valuable thing without consideration
or with consideration less than that he should have paid or if there is some
property in his hand and he dishonestly misappropriates that property,
Government property I would mean, or he abuses his position as a public
representative or he derives any pecuniary interest and is living beyond
his means or is holding such a property for which he cannot account,

then the onus of proof would be on him to reasonably account for
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that otherwise Government can lay hand on him. Sir, bricfly speaking, we
have tried to cover all sorts of malpractices.

Now, I come to the procedure. Thereis a departure from the Code
of Criminal Procedure. In this Bill it is proposed that a person who is
holding such office can be arrested only by an authorised person, and then
he can be a witness against himself, which he could be as provided under
Section 432 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. Then, there is forum for
trial, It shall be exclusively triable by a Bench of High Court composed
of not less than two judges, and such court will have jurisdiction where
from such a person was elected. In the case of persons elected from Tribal
Areas, it will be the Peshawar High Court. Sir, then we have provided
limitations. The Bill provides that a person can only be held responsible
from the date of the first meeting till the next general elections in case of
National Assembly, for a Senator afier his term expires and for the
Ministers or Ministers of State 30 days from the day when they lay down
the Office. Now, Sir, there may be one or two misunderstandings which
I want to remove. Sir, this Bill is in addition to the existing laws of the
land, and that does not mean that afier 30 days a Minister or Minister of
State or anybody would be exempt from any sort of punishment. He will
be liable to punishments under the ordinary laws of the land, and these
punishiments are in addition to those punishments. Sir, this Bill was
necessury to be brought only to keep the public life clean from the
malpractices, and I consider that all of us, in good spirit, will unanimously
accept it, If there are any suggestions by the Opposition, we will certainly
in due eourse try to adopt them. This Bill does not aim against anybody.
It is & Bill of national interest and national importance and will take in
grip, only those people, who are punishable under the law.

Mr, Chairman :  Thank you.
LEAVE OF ABSENCE

‘halrman : There is a leave application by Mr. Masud Ahmad Khan

izl Faizul Haq. It reads:
“Leave from 27th uptil the end of this week.”

he leave be granted ?
(The leave was granted)

iFman ;. All right. Leave is granted. We meet tomorrow at

Yes, Sir.

roian ;. All right. The House stands adjourned to meet
wat 10.00 a.m. \

¢ adjourned till ten of the clock in the morning on Thursday,

A



