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SENATE DEBATES
SENATE OF PAKISTAN

Tuesday, January 4, 1977

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Chamber, (State Bank
Building), Islamabad, at ten of the clock in the morning, Mr. Deputy
Chairman (Mr. Tahir Mohammad Khan) in the Chair.

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Now, there are some questions, but Khawaja
Safdar is not here.

Maulana Shah Ahmad Noorani Siddiqi : On his behalf, vSir.

Mr. Deputy Chairman: And the Minister concerned also is not
here.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar (Minister for Law and Parliamentary
Affairs) : I will answer, Sir. "

Mr. Deputy Chairman : You are ready for that. Thatis good. Yes,

now it is 64.
TAKEN OVER INDUSTRIAL ESTABLISHMENT

64, *Khawaja Mohammad Safdar (put by Maulana Shah Ahmad Noorni
Siddiqi) With the Minister for Production be pleased to state :

(éa) the paid-up capital of each of the thirty-two industrial establish-
ments on the day it was taken over by the Government.

(b) the amount of secured and unsecured advances made to and out- |

standing against each of the industrial establishments mentioned in (a)
above, as on the 2nd of January, 1972 ; and
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(c) the amount of secured and unsecured advances made to and out- é
standing against each of the industrial establishment mentioned in (a)
above, as on 15th December, 1976 ?

Mr. M. Rafi Raza (Minister for Production Read by Malik Mohammad
Akhtar) : The data is being compiled and will be placed on the table of

the House later.

5
1

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Next, 65.
BIM CONTTOLLED INDUSTRIAL UNITS

65* Khawaia Mohammad Safdar (Put by Maulana Shah Ahmad Noorani
Siddigi) : Will the Minister for Production be pleased to state :

(a) the net profits before taxes earned by each of the fifty three indus-
trial units managed by the BIM during the years 1972 (January-June),
1972-73, 1973-74, 1974-75 and 1975-76 respectively ; and

(b) the amount of taxes assessed paid by each of the industrial units
managed by the BIM out of the net profits before taxes mentioned in (a)
above during the years 1972 (January-June), 1972-73, 1973-74, 1974-75 and

1975-76 respectively ?

Mr. M. Rafi Raza (Read by Malik Mohammad Akhtar) :

(a) The net profit/loss before taxes earned by each of the 53 indus- : *
trial units for 72-73, 73-74, 74-75 & 1975-76 (provisional) is enclosed as f
Annexure “A”.* The summary position is as under :

XS S

Year : » | | Net profit before tax
(Rs. in thousands)

1972-73 3,457

1973-74 1,74,000

1974-75 2,88,540

1975-76 1,55,824

(provisionaly
Total : ‘ 6,21,821

As regards the amount of net profit for the period January-June 1972
separately, these are being compiled and will be placed on the table of the
House shortly. -

*Placed in the library
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(b) The amount of taxes paid by each of the 53 units during 72-73,
73-74 and 74-75 is enclosed as Annexure ‘B’*

The figures for half year 1972-73 (January-June) separately are being
compiled and will be placed on the table of the House shortly.

Since the accounts for 75-76 have not been finalised the required
information for this year can also not be supplied at this stage.

Summary position is given below :

Year Taxes paid
(Rs. in thousands)

1972-73 44,965
1973-74 68,086
1974-75 1,15.385

Total : o 2,28,436

Mr. Deputy Chairma= : Next.
DATA OF INDUSTRIAL UNITS

66. *Khawaja Mohammad Safdar : (Put by Maulana Shah Ahmad
Noorani Siddigi) : Will the Minister for Production be pleased to
state :

(a) Whether it is a fact that the Board of Tndustrial Management is
managing 53 industrial units :

(b) the total investment, both public and private, in the mdustnal units
mentioned in (a) above as on 15th December, 1976 :

(¢) the total value of the products of the industrial units during the
years 1972 (January-June), 1972-73, 1973-74 1974-75, 1975-76 and 1976
(June-December), respectively ;

(d) the total value of imports by the above mentioned units, of :
(i) machinery,

(ii) items other than machinery during 1972 (January-June), 1972-73,
1973-74, 1974-75, 1975-76 and 1976 (July-December), respectively ; and

(e) the total value of exports of the products of the units mentioned
in (a) above during 1972 (January-June), 1972-73, 1973-74, 1974-75, 1975-76
and 1976 (July-December) ?

*Placed in the liberarv.
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Mr. M. Rafi Raza (Read by Malik Mahammad Akhtar) : The data is
being compiled and will be placed on the table of the House later.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : No supplementary ?
Maulana Shah Ahmad Noorani Siddigi : No, Sir.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Thank you. Now, No. 3 for further consider-
ation of the motion.

THE POLITICAL PARTIES (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1976

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Mr. Law Minister, would you like to make
any speech ?

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Very short speech Sir.

Sir, the present Bili contemplates that the office bearers of a political
party dissolved under sub-section(2) of section 6 or such-office bearers who
have not resigned or publicly announced their dissociation from such a
party, and if any of such office bearers has been convicted under section 7
of Political Parties Act, 1962, then he shall cease to be a member of the
Parliament and shall be disqualified to be a member for a period of five
years from ths date of such dissolution. Sir, in the present Bill we have
added an explanation in respect of office-bearers and the office bearers now
only include the office-bearers at the National level of a political party or
the office-bearers at Provincial level. Sir, may I remind this House that
they had already taken a decision in clause 99, sub-clause (1) and then again
in parts (f) and (g) of sub-clause (1) in the Representation of the People
Bill. Similarly, identical provisions have been inserted and this House
has passed that Bill.

But as that Bill will be for the future members of the Assemblies and
Senate, the present Bill is for the sitting members. As such, Sir, we had
to fill in the gap and similar disqualifications had to be brought.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Thank you. May I know who would like to
participate in the debate from the other side?

(Pause)

Mr. Deputy Chairman : So, nobody on this side. Yes, now Mr. Kamran
Khan.

(Interruption)
Maulana Shah Ahmed Noorani Siddigi : Sir.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Let Mr. Kamran Khan speak first. Then I
will give you a chance afterwards.

Mr. Kamran Khan : Sir, this amendment forms a very basic legal
‘provision that has a bearing on political parties. It is laid down that the
office bearers of a banned political party will stand disqualified.

et
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Sir banning of political parties is not provided in the Constitution.
Under the Constitution only reasonable restrictions can be imposed on a
political party in the interest of integrity and sovereignty.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Point of order, Sir. I am sorry to interrupt
the honourable Senator. The banning has been done by the Supreme Court,
and now to challenge it and say at this stage that a political party could
not be banned under the Constitution, amounts to challenging the decision
of the Supreme Court.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : I do not think he has challenged the decision
of the Supreme Court.

Mr. Kamran Khan : T am not referring to any particular party.
(Interruptions)

Mr. Deputy Chairman : No, no. He has not challenged the. decision
of the Supreme Court. Hec has not said so.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Then let us see, Sir. [ think he is coming
to that,

Mr. Kamran Khan : If the honourable Minister has any thing in mind
about a particular political party, that is not my intention.

Sir, a provision is there. That provision I beg to submit is against
the letter and spirit of the Constitution. The Government has assumed the
power to bana political party. That has led to a deviation which is wrong
which is undemocratic, which is against the provisions of the Constitution.
Sir, there is an anomaly. Supposing, Sir on the eve of election the Gover-
ment of the day bans a political party. Then under this law the matter
would be referred to the Supreme Court. Naturally, Sir, the Supreme
Court will take time to come to a final decision which will be binding, of
course, which will be final and in the meanwhile elections are held If
ultimately the Supreme Court justifies the action of the Government, well
and good. But, Sir, the elections are held, this party is banned, the party
cannot take part in the elections and the Supreme Court ultimately decides
that the ban was unjustified. Now what remedy there is for that political
party which stood good chances of winning the elections. Is there any
remedy available in the law? Are the elections going to be held null and
void? What is going to be the position? So, whatever has been given in the
Constitution with one hand has been taken away with the other hand
by the Government by assuming this power of banning the political party.

Now, Sir, political parties are not formed for the fun of it. Political
parties are formed with some aim and purpose. They have programmes.
The want to get into the clections, get into power and implement their
programme. If that opportunaity is taken away by the Government of the
day from the political parties then the freedom of association guaranteed
in the Constitution becomes meaningless.

Another point, Sir, coming to the disqualification of members. If a
member is disqualified in such manner simply because he happened to be
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an office bearer of a particular political party without having committed
any offence under the law, without having commiited any moral offence
or a criminal offence or any thing done against the State, simply because
he accepted an office of a party which was legal and then the party was
banned; that would be unjustified. There is absolutely no justification for
disqualifying such members <Moreover, Sir, by disqualifying certain
persons from being members of Parliament Of Provincial Assemblies,
the right of representation of a certain citizen is taken away. Certain
people who have already been elected to the Parliament or to the Provincial
Assemblies, will be unrepresented. Thay will lose their right of franchise
indirectly. So, Sir, there is an anomaly in this law and to my mind, Sir
this law is undemocratic. It is against the spirit of the Constitution. [t
is against all democratic norms. Thank you, Sir

Mr. Deputy Chairmaa ! Thank you.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : On a point of order, Sir. I had no
mind to interrupt. He has been altogether, from ¢a’ to <z’ irrelevant.
He has not read the Political Parties Act. We propose to ban those
office-bearers whose political party has been dissolved. We are only
adding disqualifications. He is relating to the procedure of the dissolution.
The procedure is contained in section 7, and we are amending only section
8. He cannot go beyond the scope of section 8 but he has been debating
section 7 altogether as to who should dissolve and what should be the
procedure of dissolution. I may come forward straightaway that is a
specific law.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Yes, I am on a point of order. This is
a specific law to disqualify the sitting members of the banned NAP in the
National Assembly and Senate who were office-hiolders and did not pro-
nounce their dissociation from that. There is no question of any future
person coming under this law. There is no question of procedure. This
is a substantial disqualification for sitting members of the Parliament, and
he is relating to the procedure. Sir, yesterday even I protested that we
are just violating the rules. Let him say that those .people should
not be disqualified. If he has got some moral conviction, let him
come forward.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar :  Sir, you have already given your ruling:
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Again on a point of order. 1 think you
have already given you ruling that section 7 cannot be debated.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : But so far as he has not concluded what he
wants to say.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : He is challenging your ruling.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Section 7 and 8 are inter connected.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : On a point of order, Sir. Probably the
honourable Leader of the Opposition desires to discuss certain proceeding

of the Supreme Court and he is obviously coming to that. [ would refer
to article 68:

“No discussion shall take place in Parliament
with respect to the conduct of any Judge of the

Supreme Court of the High Court in the discharge of
his duties.” '

o
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! Now he is coming to this proposal. It amounts to contempt of Court
¥ under Article 68.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : I understand.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : 1 consider that the Leader of Opposition
was very relvent although he tried to refer to some proceeding but [ have
to answer some irrelevant points raised by Maulana Noorani Sahib. |
wish he had studied the Bill or he had the moral courage to support the
dissolved NAP or he had members of the Parliament. He could neither
support the Bill nor oppose it. '

Maulana Shah Ahmad Noeorani Siddiqi : Very clearly I have opposed
it.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Yes, that is on record.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir. in answer to the speech of Maulana
Sahib, I would like to refer to Section 6 which lays down :

“Dissolution of political parties: Where the
Federal Government is satisfied that a political party
has been formed...... ”

Not that subsequently it has done anything but “has been formed”
with that intention.

......... or is operating in a manner prejudicial
the sovereignty and integrity of Pakistan......... >

I hope you know the meanings of “‘sovereignity’” and ““integrity’’.

......... it shall make such a declaration and
publish the same in the official Gazette, and upon
such publication, the political party concerned shall,
subject to the provisions of sub-section (2) stand
dissolved, and all its properties and funds shall be
forfeited to the Federal Government.
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| (2) Within 15 days of making a declaration,
i under sub-section (1), the Federal Government shall
refer the matter to the Supreme Court whose decision

.........

A point was raised here that decision has not been announced and
judgement has not been given.

. on such reference shall be final.”

So, Sir, this disposes of all the technical points thatit is a decision of
the Supreme Court. As far as the Bill is concerned, I may again repeat
that it is going to lay disqualification for sitting members of the dissolved

NAP. U reads like this :
“A person who has :

(1) atany time on or after the twentieth day of
December, 1971, been an office-bearer of a poli-
tical Party dissolved under sub-section (2) of
section 6 and has not, before a declaration in
respect of such party is made under sub-section
(1) of that section, resigned from, or publicly
announced his dissociation with such party ; or

(b he has been convicted for a political offence
under Section 7 of the Political Parties Act ;”

Now, what is the further procedure ? Firstly, it is to be decided by
the Supreme Court and then a refference could made under section 6 (3) :

“If any question arises whether a member of
Parliament has become disqualified from being a
member, the Speaker or, as the case may be, the
Chairman shall refer the question to the Chief
Election Commissioner and if the Chief Election
Commissioner is of the opinion that the member has
become disqualified, he shall cease to be a member
and his seat shall become vacant.”

Sir, on the one side is the Supreme Court and then there will be
judicial action by the honourable Chairman and, on the other, a certi-
ficate by the Chief Commissionor.

How it could be misused. There will be the Supreme Court, again
the Chairmen, again the Speaker, again the Chief Election Commissioner.
We can’t go to Privy Council after all now. These are the highest judicial
offices. Even the office of the Chairman and the Speaker, I should say,
could refuse to refer if there is any sort of misuse of the law. Then Sir,
it has been said that we can’t add to the disqualification. T refer to
Article 63:

A -
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(1) A person shall be disqualified from being elected or chosen as,
and from being, a member of Parliament, if......

(a) he is of unsound mind and has been so declared by a competent
court ; or

(b) he is an undischarged insolvent ; or

(c) he ceases to be a citizen of Pakistan, or acquires the citizenship
of a foreign State : or

(d) he holds any office of profit in the service of Pakistan other than
an office declared by law not to disqualify its holder ; or

(e) he is so disqualified by Act of Parliament.

So, we can make a law Sir, and I consider the the procedure is judicial
and the law making powers are there. I only want to remain on the
technical aspect and I consider that after passing this Bill, the office
bearers of the defunct NAP at the national and provincial level, whether
there are members of the National Assembly as well as the Provincial
Assemblies, shall stand disqualified subject to a reference to the Chief
Election Commissioner.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Thank you.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Now, he is challenging the authority
of the Supreme Court.

| Mr. Deputy Chairman: Itisa question of personal interpretation of
a law.
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Mr. Deputy Chairman : Now, I put the question.
The question is :

“That the Bill further to amend the Political
Parties Act, 1962 [The Political Parties (Amend-
ment) Bill, 1976], as reported by the Standing
Committes, be taken into consideration at once.’

(The motion is adopted)
Mr. Deputy Chairman : The motion is adopted,
Now, we take up the Bill clause by clause,
There are some amendments. Let us see what are the amendments.
Malik Mohammad Akhtar : There is no amendment submitted.

Mr., Deputy Chairman : It has not been circulated. I have been
informed by the office that Maulana Shah Ahmad Noorani has submitted
some amendments just now. Whether rules permit him or not, but let me
see what are the amendments.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, let him make oral amendments.
Sir, I consider that there was no notlce of the amendments and we can

sztraighmway
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, there is no notice. How will I be
able to reply? ,

‘Maulana Shah Ahmad Noorani Siddiqi: I have given notice at
10,00 a.m. '

~ Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Then I will request that the Hon’ble
Senator has not put in the amendments at the proper time.

Mr, Deputy Chairman : But let me what is your objection. You mean
he can’t move any amendment.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Yes Sir, under Rule 89,

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Under Rule 89 ?

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Yes. Sir, it is harsh to take the Govern-
ment by surprise.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Please read what is Rule 89.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, it says :-——

89. (1) When a motion that a Bill be taken into
consideration is carried, any member may propose an
amendment to the Bill. If notice of an amendment
has not been given two clear days before the day on
which the relevant clause of, or the Schedule to, the
Bill is to be considered, any member may object to
the moving of the amendment, and such objection
shall prevail unless the Chairman allows the amend-
ment to be moved.

So, Sir, even two hours notice would have been sufficient.

We can’ t be taken by surprise like that.
Mr. Mohammad Hashim Ghilzai : Don’t afraid from these amendments.
Malik Mohammad Akhtar : T don’t afraid from any thing.
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Maulana Shalh Ahmad Noorani Siddigi : Sir, 1 beg leave of the House to
move some oral amendments with your permission, Sir.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : T am not deciding the point. I may put it to
the House.

The motin moved is :

“That Senator, Maulana Shah Ahmad Noorani
may be allowed to move some oral amendments.”

(The motion was negatived)

Mr. Deputy Chairman : T am sorry. Senator Maulana Shah Ahmad
Noorani has not the leave of the House to move any oral amendment.

Well, now there is no amendment in the Bill, therefore, I put the
only clause 2 to the vote of the House.
The question is :
‘That Clause 2 of the Bill forms part of the Bill.’

(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Question is :—

“That short Title, Preamble and Clause 1 from
part of the Bill.”

(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Deputy Chairman : No, We take up item No. 4. Please move.
Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, I beg to move :

: ‘That the Bill further to amend the Political
Porties Act, 1962 [The Political Parties (Amenoment)
Bill, 1976], be peassed.,

Mr. Deputy Chairman : The motion moved is :

: “That the Bill further to amend the Political Par-
ties Act, 1962 [The Political Parties (Amendment Bill,
19757, be passed.,
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Mr. Mohammad Hashim Ghilzai : Opposed. Sir, we are staging walk
out in protest.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Are you walking out of the House?

Mr. Mohammad Hashim Ghilzai : Yes.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Do you want to make any speech Malik Sahib?
Malik Mohammad Akhtar : No, Sir,

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Now, I put the question before the House.
The question is :

‘That Bill further to amend the Political Parties
Act, 1962 [The Politlcal Parties (Amendment) Bill,
1976], be passed,,

(The motion was adbpted)
Mr. Deputy Chairmaa : The Bill stands passed.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, we will be taking next motion and our
friends can start debate and then the Finance Minister will wind up debate
tomorrow.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Why not tomorrow.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, we have to wind up the sitting to-
MoOrrow.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : That will be wound up I think, but there are
forty two amendments.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, we have sat only for one hour. Let us
sit till 12.30. '

~ Mr. Deputy Chairman : Let me take the sense of the House. What
is the sense of the House? ;

Voice : We can pass it, Sir.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : No, no, after all it is Senate and every member
has a right to speak and not the right to ridicule.

(Interruption)

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Please resume your seat. I want to know,
what is the sense of the House? Do you want to take the consideration of

the Bill and the first reading today and second reading tomorrow or would
like to wait for the Finance Minister? '
&

i
s
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Voice : We would like to take the first reading today.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : First reading today. It is the sense of the
House. Well, you canp move.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FEDERAL BANK FOR
CO-OPERATIVES AND REGULATION OF COOPERATIVE
BANKING BILL, 1976

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : On behalf of the Minister concerned,
Sir, I beg to move : ‘

“That the Bill to provide for the Establishment
of a Federal Bank for Co-operatives and Regulation
of Co-operative Banking [The Establishment of the
Federal Bank for Co-operatives and Regulation of
Co-operative Banking Bill 1976], as reported by the
Standing Committee, be taken into consideration at-
oncz",

Mr. Deputy Chairman : The motion moved is :

“That the Bill to provide for the Establishment
of a Federal Bank for Co-operatives and Regulation
of Co-operative Banking [The Establishment of the
Federal Bank for Co-operatives and Regulation of
Co-operative Banking Bill, 1976], as reported by the
Standing cammittee, be taken into consideration at-
once”’,

Mr. Deputy Chairman : It is not opposed.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, I would like to make a very brief
speech for five minutes.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : I think, the Finance Minister will naturally
srefer to hear the views of some of the members because he was very keen.
He came to this House, I think, for 4 or 5 times.

~Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, we will not be concluding. T will
pass on the notes to him.

. Mr. Deputy Chairman : No, he would like to listen to the views of
{he member as well. I don’t know if you have any 1nstruct10ns from the
Finance Minister. If so, I would not have any objection.

' Malik Mohammad Akhtar : T can start with the first reading Sir, and
‘théf) he can conclude it. He will not object to it.

‘Mr. Deputy Chairman : What is the hurry?

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : The hurry is that Sir, we want to end
this Bill by tomorrow and there are 42 amendments.
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Mr. Deputy Chalrmaﬁ No, no. Not necessarily. You can take it
tomorrow. Day after tomorrow because the Finance Minister has not
put any restrictions on the Bill.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, let our members speak.

Mzr. Deputy Chairman : No, but the Finance Minister would like to
be present in the House when this Bill is taken.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, I consider it will not make any
difference.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : It wili make. WNot for you but for the Finance
Minister, T think.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : T will convey the proceedings to him, Sir
we can take the verbatim proceedings.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : No, he was so keen. He even came and sat
here for about two hours. The other day the Bill was on the order of the
day and he sat here for another one hour.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, the House has given its views and
again request, let us start. It will hardly be finished even tomorrow. Tt
cannot be ﬁmshed even in two sittings. It is a very long” Bill, Sir. There
are 42 amendments.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : The Bill are presented in the House for debates

It will take some time naturally but if it can satisfy the Finance Minister
that the members.......

Malik Mohammad Akhtar . Sir, I can say it can satisfy him.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : I don’t know whether you have any instruc-
tions from the Finance Minister?

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : I take the entire responsibility, Sir. T will
satisfy him.

~ Mr. Deputy Chairman : No. But the House has some responsibility
in addition to your responsibility.

Malik Mohammod Akhtar : Sir, whatever you order, I will abide but
I consider that we should proceed.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : No. It is an 1mportant Bill and the first
speech of the Finance Minister will be really 1mportant for the purpose of
explaining this Bill.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Al right, Sir. If two sittings can be......

Mr. Deputy Chairman : 10 sittings can be held.
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Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Two sittings tomorrow, Sir.

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Why not 10 sittings because there is no
restriction on the time.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, [ am nobody to argue with you. As
you order, we will abide.

Mr. Deputy Chairman @ But, I think the Finance Minister was very
- keen and T think it is the spirit of the Bill that let the Bill go to every
. 5 citizen in this country and let them understand the spirit of the legislation.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, as you like. 1 yield before the
Chair.  As it is directed, we will do so.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : For the promotion of the purposes and the
objectives of this Bill, I think, it is necessary that it must be properly
advocated in the Sznate as well. [If you have any instructions from the
Finance Minister, T don’t object.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar :  Sir, our understanding is that generally
when a Minister is absent...... .

Mr. Deputy Chairman :  Not necessarily. T know about the Finance
* Minister. He was very keen. ,

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Then can you allow me five minutes.
Sir, to talk with him and if he agrees we can proceed.

Mr. Depaty Chairman : That is good. We can adjourn the House
for ten minutes.

The House stands adjourned to meet at 12 o’clock.

(The House reassembled after a short break).

‘Malik Mohammad Akhtar : I have been unabie to contact him. So,
urally you can adjourn till tomorrow.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : s it the sense of the House ? -

" 'Mian Thsanul Haq: The motion has been moved by the Honourable
Law Minister and it has not been opposed. According to rules we can
now take up clause by clause discussion. The second reading of the | Bill
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should now start. Strictly speaking this is the procedure and this is the
position. Technically the situation is that the motion has been put by the
Law Minister and the motion has not been opposed. Now you start the
second reading and clause by clause discussion.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, let him quote the relevant rules.

Mian Thsanul Haq : They start from 84, 85 and 86. The book must
be with every member. Please read 84, 85 and 86.

Malik Mohammad Akhtar : Sir, I will explain the situation. I was
in the midst or say about to make an explanation when the House adjourn-
ed. The Finance Minister could not be contacted. So, I will request
the House and your goodself that it may be taken up tomorrow.

Mr. Deputy Chairman: There are two proposals ; first, that we
commence the second reading, and second, as the Law Minister says, to
adjourn the House.

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : Sir, this rule which was quoted does not
apply. It applies to those Bills which originate in the Senate. So, this
rule does not apply.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Does not apply ?
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Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : It does not apply.
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All right. The Senate stands adjourned to meet tomorrow at 10.00
in the morning. The sub-committee will meet just now in my Chamber.

(The House adjourned to meet again at ten of the clock in the morning
on Wednesday, January 5, 1977) ;




