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) \ SENATE DEBATES

SFNATE OF PAKISTAN

Thursday, May 12, 1977

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Chamber, (State Bank

Building), Islamabad, at half-past nine of the clock in the morning, Mr.
Chairman (Mr. Habibullah Khan), in the Chair.

(Recitation from the Holy Quran)

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Mr. Chairmsan : This is an application for leave by Syed Murad Ali
Shah.

“I was unable to altend the session on Sth and 6th May due to

some urgent affairs. It is requested ¢hat leave may kindly be
granted.”

Yes, he is asking for leave for 5th and 6th May when he was not ablé_
to attend. Should the leave be granted ?

(The leave was granted)
Mr. Chairman : Leave is granted,

MESSAGE FROM THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY RE: ADOPiiON
OF NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENTS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1977

Mr. Chairman;: There is a message from the Assemtbly Secretariat
addressed to ours. It reads :

“I'pursuance-of rule 109 of the Rules of Precedure and Conduct
of Business in the National Assembly, 1 have the honour te
inform the Senate Secretariat that the National Assembiy
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[Mr. Chairman]

passed the Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Bill, 1977,
on the 11th May. A copy of the Bill 1s transmitted here-

with.”

I think, we are taking up the same Bill today.

Yes, now we take up legislative business. Where is the Law Minister ?

Rao Abdus Sattar (Leader of the House) : Law Minister is coming, Sir.

5

Mr. Chairmsn : Yes, please. You move your motion at item No 2.

THE NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENTS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1977

Mr. S. M. Masud : (Minister for Law and Parliamentary Affairs) :
Mr, Chairman Sir, I beg to move:

““That the Bill further to amend the Negotiable Iustruments
Act, 1831 [The Negotiabie Insiruments (Amendment) Biil,
1977], as passed by the National Assembly, be taken into

consideration.”
Mr. Chairman : Yes, the motion made is :

“That the Bill further to amend the Negotiabie Instruments
Act, 1881 [The Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Bill,
1977], as passed by the National Assembly, be taken into

consideration.”

Mr. Chairman : Yes, Mr. Masud.

| Mr. S. M. Masud : Mr. Chairman, Sir, as you are aware, the Prime
Minister was pleased to announce on the 7th of J.nuary, 197/, on the
" floor of the National Assembly, that with effect from Ist of July, 1977,
| Friday, instead of Sunday, will be observed asa weekly ciosed holiday.
At that time the Prime Minister made another observation which I quote :

“Nothing wotld have given me more pleasure than to be able to
declare that the weekly holiday shall be Friday from the next

week.”’

All the same, since matters relating to international banking etc. were

not yet sorted out, the nation would begin observing the new weekly

. holidays from the first Friday of July, beginning new fiscal year. Sir, the
law at the time, law as exist:ng relating to the public holidays, is Negoti-
able Instruments Act of 1881. Under section 25 of the same Act there is
an explanation which deals with the expression, ‘public holiday’, and I

read it.

“Explanation: The expression ‘public holiday’ includes Sundays,
Eid Melad-un-Nabi, Pakistan Day, The Anniversary Day of
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the death of Quaid-i-Azam and any other day declared by
the Central Government by notification in the official gazette
to be public holiday.”

By this amendment and by this Bill which has been approved by the
National Assembly, the intentention is that in the explanation, the weekly
holiday should be Friday instead of Sunday,

Sir, you are aware that when Muslims of this country established

islamic Republic of Pakistan, frem that day their desire has been to
Islamise the laws of this country, and one of the main demands which was

being put was that we should observe Friday as a public holiday instead
of Sunday, because according to our own religion Friday is a sacred day
on which the people of a locality join together, offer prayers and also
make a sort of congregation which is in the nature of getiing together for
the purposes of knowing their own problems, problems of the community
of an area. It is somewhat different from the Sabbath Day which was
being observed by the Jews in the old days, because the concept of
Sabbath, according to Jews, was altogether different. It was, on that day,
considered that God Almighty observed rest, complete rest, and they
thought that the people also, human beings also should take complete
rest on that day. Christianity had a different concept in the beginning but
also some of them tried to follow the same old traditions which were being
followed by the Jews. They in the beginning considered that it was a day
of pleasure and also day for making prayers, but Jater on when they
thought and considered that in the new Testament there was no prohibition
in respect of the Sabbath day, thev also followed the same traditions which
vere being followed by the Jews.

Muslims on the contrary thought that God nesded no rest. They
only get together on a particular date to observe and make prayers.
There is also an injunction in Surah ‘Juwna’ in the Holly Quran, in which
it has been said that afier the prayers you should g0 1o your normal work.
There are also certain instructions about this day in which muslims
thought that a particular time comes when a prayer, which is made to
God, is accepted by the Almighty Allah. '

Now, we have felt that the Muslims were having difficulty is a State,

which is Islamic Repubiic of Pakistan, in respect of offering prayers.
They had to rush from their werk to offer prayers and then it was not
possible to go back to their work. So, by this amendment instead of
Sunday we are making Friday a public holiday, and thus we are fulfilling
the wishes of the majority of this country. But [ can assure on the floor
of this House also, as I have done in the National Assembly, that the
difficulties in respect of the minorities in observing the prayers on other

days will be given due consideration. The Government will take full care

of their problems which might be caused to them by the change of this
holiday from Sunday to Friday.

Thank you very much.
Mr. Chairman : Thank you. Any other gentleman ?

Mr. Abdul Latif Ansari : Mr. Chairman, Sir.
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Mr. Chairman : Yes, Mr. Abdul Latif Ansari.
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Mr Chaiman : Thank you, Yes, Mr. Fakhar Zaman.

Mr. Fakhar Zaman : This Bill is salutary, because of thrce reasons,
and I would like to congratulate the Prime Minister and Chairman Zulfikar
: Ali Bhutto for this concrete step, firstly because it is a step forward towards
. y the implementation of *Nizame Mustafa’, and secondly, it is designed to

1 liquidate the vestises of imperialism that had been dished out to us in the
T form of holiday on Sunday, The concept of weekend or the Sunday is
cssentially an occidental concept, a bourgeois concept. Therefore, by
declaring Friday a public holicay with effect from Jst July, the Peoples
, Government has, as I said, liquidated the imperialist legacies. Thirdly,
§ ‘~ the most important point that comes to my mind is that here beforc
é

\ there used to be half day on Friday and fuil holiday on Sund ay, but now
T 4 there will be holiday on Friday and, probably. as I thiuk. there will be no

half day. Therefore, the total working hours will increase by at least
Y two to three hours. That means there will be more time to work and
our efficiency will increase. Lastly, I would like to know for my own
mnformation from the Hon’ble Minister would this decision oleo appliyto
the convents ?  With that I fuliy support this Bill.

Mr. Chairman : Thank you. Yes, Mr. Mahboob-ur-Rehman.
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Yes, Mohammad Salim Khan.
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[Mr. 5. M. Masud]
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Mr. Chairman . hank you, Now, 1 wili pul tne question.

g L e s S o Moo D nemy, Bty o oso e
Ihe question before the House 15 ¢

2y

<« That the Gill further to amend the Negotiable Insiruments Act,
1881 [The Megotiable Tnstruments (Amendment) Biil, 1977],
as passed by the National Assen be taken into consi-

deration™

Vg aantfinem witd il nford)
(} RE OTIOR WASN HGdoplent

My. Chairmsan : The motion is carried. Now, we lake up second
reading of the Bill. it istwo clauses Bill. There is no amendment 1 wili

put the question.

The quesiion belore the House 15 1
«That Clause ! forms part of the Bill”. '
(T he motion was adopted)
Mi. Chairman : Clause 2 forms part of the Bill.
‘Last question.

The question before the House is :
«That Clause 1, Preamble and Title form pait ¢ the Bill”.

(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Chairman : Clause I, Preamble and Title form pari of the
Bill.

Now, last item No. 3

Mr. S. M. Masud : Mr. Chairman, Sir, I beg to move

“That the Bill further to amend the Negotiable rnétrurrzerxis Act,
1881 [The Negotiable Instruments (Ammdmem) Bill, 1977},
be passed”.
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Mr. Chairman : The motion made is :

“The the Bill further to amend the Negotiable Instruments Act,
1881 [The Negotiable Instruments {Amendment) Bill, 19771,
be passed”.

Well, everything has been said. There is hardly anything left, Qazi
Sahib, do you want to say anything ?

Qazi Faizul Haque : Wo, Sir.
Mr. Chairman : Then, I will put the guestion.
The question before the House is :
“That the Bill further to amend the Negotiable Insiruments Act,
1881 [The Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Bill, 19771,
be passed.”’

(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Chairman : The Bill is adopted unanimously.
LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Mr. Chairman : Now, before we adjourn, I will just read out an
application from Mr. Wali Mohammad Khan. It has been received just
now. It was not received in the morning. Itis with regard to leave for
12, 13 and 14

s o S EUS SRl D e ol oy WS e s

N elp s s & N AU o ey 55T e & v
e le @3 @yskin uy‘ L;G‘%' a S
Should the leave be granted ?
| (The leave was granted)
r, Chairman : The leave is granted.

W, S’;’hat about tomorrow ? It is Friday. Should we sit on Friday
day |

(Laughter)
My, Chairman: It is upto you.
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1 am not pressing you. It is upto you.
= i uéﬁ (igj}lf &,:m:»:‘qﬁ U«,;?{&g 1 G k\g:@j L@,:?%
W el ol U odhel F n an Sdd 1 gl ad (0 ol
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Mr. Chairman : So, we should meet tomorrow.
Rao Abdaus Sattar :  Yes, Sir.
T ko ‘_,_:;:5’ E 2 gk wlis
ca g s phle B gkedlie S
T oo gl L gmike wle

All right. The House stands adjourned to meet again tomorrow at
9.30 a.m. Thank you.

[The Senate then adjourned to meet again at half-past nine of the
clock in the morning on Friday, May 13, 1977].
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