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354 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [17TH MAY, 1977

[Mir. Chairman]
THE PRICE CONTROL AND PREVENTION OF PRAFITEERING
; AND HOARDING BILL, 1977

Wir., Chajrman : The Legislative Business before the House is ?he
consideration of the Price Control Bill. It was under consideration
yesterday when the House rose for today. How, we will continue the

wasi

consideration of the Bill. Yes, Mr. Fakhar Zaman

(Pause)

this ? You are

Wir. Chairmzn :  Leader of the House, what is
shouting. .
-
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Mr. Chairman : How can you and Mr. Fakhar Zaman decide between
yourselves 7 You will tell me that the Minister is ot here. , :
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Mr. Chairman : Obh, yes. That is quite all right. You can only

draw my attention that the Minister had not yet taken the floor, and that
the Minister is to start the discussion. Yesterday the motion was made

by Mr. Hamid Raza Gilani.

Mr. Mohammad Haneef Khan (Minister for States and Frontier Regions ;
and Kashmir Affairs) : If the honourable Minister bas not explained, ;

then I will do that.

Mr. Chairman : All right. Yesterday he made a motion, and we
had not vet started consideration. Nobody had made any speech, and
the House had said we defer it until this morning. So, as pointed out by LY
the Leader o the House, the Minister should complete.
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Mr. Chairman : Complete the formality and only say two words,



THE PRICE CONTROL AND PRPVENTION OF PROFITEERING AND 355
HOARDING BILL, 1977

% 4
Rao Abdus Sattar : Al right, all right, Sir.

Mr. Chairman :  You only say two wards, so that it may be said that
the ‘Minister has initiated the debate, and then I throw it open to
discussion.
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Mr. Chairman :  What are your feelings, Le is being formal,

Mr. Mohammad Haneef Khan : Habitually,

M. ‘Chairman : I will request you Sahibzada Sahib, he feels
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My, Chairman: Mr. Fakhar Zaman. He was the first to rise.

Eﬁt; Fakhar Zaman : Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman, Sir, escalation in prices is partly due to international
ary trends and partly due to indigeneous market conditions.
1 feel that the present Bill 1s a welcome step towards the
tion of prices in the country, nevertheless I feel also that unless
dical changes occur in the economic structure of the country,
orts th:ough administrative actions cannot be quite successful.
id the Bill, and taking into uccount the Schedule which
3 items, quite a number of items therein are those which
13 ublxc sector, and we have seen that certain agencies and
n'i'Zati(ms which have been na ionalised recently are probably
efficient in the supply of consumers goods and their effective
n 'in the markets. So, 1 think something very solid and
| should also be done to look into the affairs of the nationalised
who are responsible to quite a great degree for the prices, high
are in the market.

1d one, thing more which lastly 1 would like to sug geet is tha
commlttees at ward level in the cities or union commi:iteest
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or union councils which are now defunct, but all the same they are
still there, should be formed and representatives of public opinion,
representing different shades of opinion, influentials in the rural areas
and the urban areas, should be included alongwith represetatives of the
controlling authorities so that proper check could be made over the
prices, high prices, and such cases of profiteers, hoarders and black-
marketeers could be expeditiously brought to the notice of the ipspecting
agencies, and 1 further suggest that the entire inspection system, which
would be under the Coatroller of Prices, should be decentralized right down
to the grass route level set for the participation of the people, because
some times prices are very high in a locality and probably the inspection
cell does not know and there should, therefore, be some feed back from the
public also, some communication directly to the inspecting agencies,
so that the spiral of prices could be checked in time. And with these
few words, I support the Bill. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman : Thank you, Chawdhry Mohammad Ashraf.

Then I will call upon Sardar Mohammad Aslam, and then Maulvi
Sahib and then Mohammad Salim Khan.
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(Interruptions)

Mr. Chairman: You please help me Mr. Leader of the House and
i the Law Minister. You see. I have now been receiving these names,
and some of them have not sent their names. Should T invite them who
have sent their names ? ‘

~ Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : Sir, the former practice was that any
Mﬁ’;&mbcr who got up first was given the chance first.

Mr. Chairman : If you are in my Chair, you will face the same
difficulty, because ten Members stand up at the same time. How canl
differentiate ?

- 'Mirr. Afzal Khan Khoso : We rely upon your judgement.

 Mr. Chairman : Sometimes three four, five or seven Members stand up
‘at the same time, and itis very diffcult to determire who stood up

- Mr. Mohammad Haneef Kban: You are an old parliamentarian, and
u_know very well, Sir, that in such cases the word ‘to catch the eye’
Whosoever catches vour eye first, you may call upon him to

My, Chairman :  Sometime my eye ‘may commit a mistake. I may
)oking at this side and scme gentleman may stand up on the other
and he may not be abie 10 catch my eye. It may be a mistake of

€
‘Q?Z:J;rﬁﬁru?‘-}l‘?

Yes,Mr Ali Mahmood .
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Mr. Ali Mahood : Mr. Chairman, Sir, the importance of this Bill,
the importance of this problem was made only too apparent by the last
elections in which rising prices was the major line of attack of the
Opposition, and particularly in cities where the political problem exists
today and where the rising prices were the main grievance of the
population particularly the lower classes, the labour classes and the middle
classes. The purpose, the objectives and the reasons of the Bill are very
praiseworthy. We would all like to see reasonable prices. We would
all like to see prices coming down but as has been pointed out in the
earlier speecnes a Bill of this type can only be one weapon in the struggle
against inflation and in the effort to increase production and to bring
about a reasonable econony The criticism levelled against this Government,
the major criticism, has been that the economic performance has not been
as good as could have been desired. This has been a major line of talk
of critics of this Govermnent. Therefore, with regard to prices, with
regard to inflation and with regard to production, we must not only pass
Bills such as these but also make sure that Government palicies are
realistic and do really try to tackle the prablem. Clause 3, of this Bill
talks of fair prices. We would all like to see fair prices. But what are
fair prices ? Tf one just takes a random article and a random commodity
from the long list, a motor car, this price has already been fixed by the
Government or by the BIM. Motor cars are sold at a controlled price.
Is the price that has been fixed a fair price ? Is the controlled price
existiong todav a fair price ? You might say yes. But then again, is it
fair for a lahourer in Pakistan ? If he saves total salary for ten years, he
would hardly be able to buy a motor car at today’s prices, whereas his
brother or son who might be working in Saudi Arabia could buy the same,
the second-hand car, with one month salary, which is fair ? So, in fixing
fair prices we must realise that what is fair to the seller may not be fair
to the buyer and what may be fair to the man who grows the potatoes
may not be fair to the man who has to eat the potatotes. In fixing the
price of such sensitive an item perhaps to include in such decision-making;
elements or representatives of trade, industry, rural production, consumers,
economists, perhaps by including the joint opinion; of all such groups, could
we try to reach prices which are fair not only in the sense of satisfying
immediate consumption demands, but which are also fair to all in the sense of
permitting an attcmpt for economic growth, growth of production and
permitting an attack on inflation, becsuse it has regularly been seen not only
in Pakistane but in all developing countries that direct control measures
such as these often just mean increased opportunities for corruption.
Every new law often just means a new batch of people who take bribes
for helping people to disobey and get round the law. It has been found,
even though som econmists have reluctantly admitted that indirect controls
are more productive, perhaps more relevant, for countries such as ours
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where we do not have sufficient cadres to ensure honest and efficient
lmylﬁrﬂemﬁtxon of direct comtrol which try to regulate ecoemic life.
Prhaps, it is a coincidence, but definitely it woull be an unhappy
coincidence that those few items mentioned in the Schedule, those few
ﬁmmadmes mentioned in the Schedule, which a iready have prices fixed
by the chernment such as cement, cars, marine engines, etc, are all
selling in the black market and whenever we try to fix the prices, all we
de is to create a more active black markelting. So, though direct control
measures such as these can definitely be helpful at times of crisis, they
¢dn be helplful as short-term measures. But, at times when the consump-
tion fﬁﬁl‘%tenm is low particularly at times when due to nervousness or lack
of security, people are prepared to buy at prices which may not seém
reasonable from a long term point of view, nevertheless the policy attack,
thé real attack, the aitack against inflation must be to step up production,
&§ prices obviousiy wili settie round because of production in the first
place and supply-demand balances in the second place. Where you
constantly have more money, chasing fewer goods, prices are going to
80 up no matter what legislation we introduce. Very recentiy we have
éﬁ%én‘ salaries raised. We have seen the salaries raised some years back
T‘here was a very solid demand on the part of labourers that raise our
Sal&ﬂ&s, raise our salaries. Middle class wanted their salaries raised
and this Government has gone farther than any governmeant in rassing
salaries, particulariy of labourers. Then, today we see the labouicr 1s
pot totally satisfied by rise of salaries, because they have diseovered
‘Zi.ﬁfhap% to their astonishment or definitely to their aisappointment, tuat
- you raise salaries without increasing pioduction, you pump extra
jotiey into the market to buy the same amount of good and, thoretere,
prices will naturaliy go up. Now, has the recent rise in priccs been
iwned by an increase ef production or is it in the hope of increase
re production ? Because if this rise of prices is not matched by
perease of production, then without any doubt, these measures, laws
.as this which we are passing today, will be totally inetiective.
Government must ensure that they push policies to take this
money which is doing nothing except just going imto consumption
, even luxury trends. They must take that money and try to push
vai ds productive enterprises, whether in persuading businessmc-n.
ng up factories rather than going in speculation or whether in
ding middle-class to invest in shares rather than in just setting up
stion or buying items which they feel are likely to incredse-in
few years later. So, just to pass laws in the hope that they will
d is not to be realistic. We must recognise that the real malady
iﬁén and the only solution to inflation is to push money towards
duc;mn, to push human endeavours towards production, to persuade

-
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labourer to be more productive in his daily bahaviour in factories,
to persuade businessmen and to persuade farmers to channelise monsys
into fields of production rather than into fields of speculation and into
security, property, investment, etc. We can only direct moneys and
people and people’s behaviour in these patterns, and in theses ways
f we recognise that incentives are the only way to persuade human-beings
to behave in courses of action which they realise will pay them dividends,
Laws like this which ¢mphasise punishment rather than incentives can
at best be only considered short-term measures and not middle-term
and longer term. It must be through incentives and not through deterrence
that we seek to tackle problems such as this, that we seek to bring
prices down, that we seek to persuade people who at present are investing
their time and money in speculation into investing their fime and money
in production because production would then give them a beiter return
and more fuifilling life. Thank you, Sir,

Mr. Chairman : There are certain gentlemen who are sending their
names. I may inform the House that there is a large number of
prospective speakers. So, I have again to put some limitation on
the speeches, because there are a large number of speakers. If you
want to finish it today then we have to impose the time limit.

Mr. Afzal Khan Kheso: Sir, I have not sent my name. So, if
I may be allowed, I will speak for a five minutes.

Mr. Chairman : Your name is there. Yes, Nr. Feroze Din Ansari ?
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Mr. Deputy Chairman : Mr. Afzal Khan Ktoso.

Mr. Afzal Khan Kheso : Mr. Chairman Sir, I have gone through the
entire list of 53 items that have been mentioned in this Bill and I, Sir,
personally feel that most of these items concern the ordinary man and they
concern the down-trodden persons and the middle-class of people. Some of
the items being on agriculturists, they concern also members of agricultural
society. Sir, with regard to control and fixation of prices and with regard
to profiteering and anti- hoarding measures, there was also a Biil of 1957 which
is being repealed and this new enactment is being brought, 1 don’t know Sir,
we have not been explamed, what were the reasons for the repeal of that
Bill and what were the down-falls or the shortcomings that caused the
repeal of the previous Bill. But Sir, a Bill of this nature is also a must
for our country. I may not have the desired effect totally but even,
nonetheless, if it were to have even 50 percent effect, I think, we will have
50 percent relief. So, I start from one percent 10 hundred percent, the
percentage of relief that we will have from this Bill after its effectiveness,
after its implementation. The ordinary man in the street will get that
percentage of relief, be he in the rural areas, be he in the urban areas.

Now Sir, a friend over here, a colleague from Karachi. I think he has
something to do with the business, gave an enlightened approach with
regard to production and the salaries and of course the price ‘mechanism,
how it works automatically without any Government control.
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If we were to have absolutely no Government control, then how these
things work smoothly and automatically to the benefit of all sections of the
‘society, that is, the producer, the manufacturer, the cousumer so on and
so forth. Now, Sir, I think it will again be necessary that we should have
those aids, those normal and natural helps in properly implementing this
Bill, otherwise, I am sure, Sir, like the 1970 Bill, this bill is going to meet
the same fate. As I have said I am not against price control. It is a must
because we are not only facing inflation from world point of view, but we
are also facing this anti-national, anti-social elements who are hoarding
for the seke of profiteering. S0, we have dual menace-dual problem-one
gmbh‘:m is the international inflation and the other is the inflation created

sy these traders and business people most of whom are of unscrupulous
type.

Now, Sir the basic help that this Bill can have in its proper imple-
mentation would be that the production levels. The aim cannot be fully
achieved unless the demands are met by the production of various items
enlised over here - the 53 items. Wherever there is shortage in production
compared to the demand, that the Gevernmont may fix prices. I feel that
unless the Government brings a law to execute a persoén publicly, there
will be absolutely no change whatsoever. So, Sir, to implement this Bill
effectively and properly, to meet the aims and objects of this Bill, I most
humbly submit to the honourable Minister here-the Law Minister and
through the Honourable Law Munister to the Minister concerned that these
necessary measures are a must if we are very serious abaut this Bill.

' Then, Sir, other things also go with the production.- Those are
automatic things like cost of production of a yard of cloth-as mentioned by
Maulana Sahib that we need cloth and it should be available at cheaper
rates, We can get same short of a machinery to go into the operations.
1 am sure there must be certain people in Pakistan who can easily go into
all these aspects and decide how much a yard of cloth of a particular
quality costs. Then we can add to that cost of production certain reason-
le margin of profit and then dealership, retailership, and taking all these
pects into consideration, ‘we can arrive at a reasonable price at which
‘should be sold in the market. 1 think that will be more beneficial
se that will give a fair return to all the parties concerned. There-
we can even take harsher measures than envisaged in this Bill. Then
n tell all these four or five parties concerned from the stage of pro-
on to its sale in the market that we have provided you a reasonable
n of profit so, why are you trying to cut the throat of your own
n. So, taking this aspect of the cost of production into considera-
/i1l be necessary. ;

Mr. S. M. Masud : Point of order.

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : It is point of order ? ,

‘Mr. S. M. Masud : Yes. Would you like to see section 6 of the Bill,
and then discuss what you have said.

' Mr. Afzal Khan Khose : Which Clause ?

‘Mr. S"'M. Masud : Clause 8. .

‘Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : Sir, this is with regard to the fixation of
rices.

 Mr. 8:M Masud : That is what you are demanding.  That is what
ou said that keeping 211 these things you must fix the price

 Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : I have tried to elaborate your point.
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This is the way, Sir. This is the way in which we can achieve this
aim. My humble submission, Sir, is that I am for a reasonable profit
for all the parties concerned, but it should not be unreasonable profit at
the cost of somebody. Another important thing is that this Bill ought
to be implemented in toto because unless it is implemented fully it will
not be able to achieve its aims and objects. This is the way in which
it can be implemented fully—the way I have suggested, that is, by raising
production, evaluating the costs at various levels and then fixing the prich
when [ am sure the Honourable Law Minister will convey to the Minister

concerned.
Mr. Deputy Chairman : Mr. Khoso only one minute more.

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : Sir, there are so many things that I wanted
to talk about,

Mr. Daputy Chairman: Five minutes was the time fixed by the
Chair and all of us agreed to it, and you have already taken mere than
five minutes.

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : If I may be permitted it is all right otherwise
I can finish in one, two or three minutes.

Mr. Deputy Chairman : One minute.

Mr. Afzal Khan Khoso : So, Sir, another point, of course, would
be that we should have a better distribution system At the present
moment, for example, Cemeny is available but you cannot get it. There
is cement in Jacobabad, there is so much cement in other places but you
cannot get it from the dealer, while you can get it at a higher price from
the market. So I would suggest that there should be liberalization of the
distribution system. What is this nonsense that we have only one dealer
in the whole district. Why cann’t we distribute it through the Utility
Stores, District Cooperative Stores so that we not only cater to the urban
needs but also cater to the needs of the rural areas which are in majority.
So, Sir, we should bave these Utility Stores and we should not have these
cartels nnd monoply of dealers. Unless we do that the distribution system
would be weak. Once the production point is weak and if the distribution
is also weak, we will again face the same problems. There will be
artificial scarcity, artificial shortage which will result in hoarding and
profiteering, and this law will have no application whatsoever in removing
those difficulties, the basic difficulties. ~We should take lesson
from the past experience of thirty years or so of our life or for that matter
of other countries, so many developing countries not 1ecessarily the
developed countries but the under-developed countries around us. Itis
then that this Bill will be implemented fully and it will be a matter of
gratification for all if the Bill is implemented fully. So when I suggest
all these things, Sir, they are towards the implementation of this Bill.

_ Thank you very much. i

Mr. Deputy Chairman : Thank you very much. Mr. Abdullah Khan,
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Mizn Mohammad lgbal : No, Sir.
Mr. Deputy Chairman :  Yes, Mian Igbal ?
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Mr, Deputy Chairman : Ms. Ghulam Hussain Abbasi.

My. Gulam Hussain : Mr. Chairman, Sir, while supporting the Bill
d invite the attention of this honourable House to section 7

4.

ich has been said in favour of the proposition that the penalties
sosed are very ordinary. They should be heavier in order to scare
hose people who indulge in these anti-secial activities of hoarding and
sharging exorbitant prices. In order to explain my point, 1T will only
two illustrations. Some years back one of our friendly countries got
| with Pakistan for the reason that Pakistan had contracted to pur-
gar from a country which was unfriendly to that friendly country
told that we should cancel the deal. It was in our interes not to
¢ deal  The result was that the friendly country asked another
' purchase the entire stock from the conntry, from which we were
the Sugar by coffering more than what we had contracted to pay.
as that our deal with that country was cancelled for the reason
price which we had offered was farless than the price which
being offered. So, this racket is not only restricted within the
country but this is an international racket. Therefore, few
punishment could be tolerable for a person who could manage.
nore comfortably in Jail but swallow the profits rather than to
o the moral order of maintaining the prices.

other illustration which is also very famous, and I think
«Law Minister can easily recall it was a case in an English court
nce of a particular person, who was involved in a situation
¢ which is under discussion, was supposed to attend the court
lar day. If he had attended the court for giving évidence on
decision of the case might have come quicker than what he
¢ otherwise expected and to his detriment. He arran ged with
to have his appendicitis removed although he was notpsuffering
ch disease. The docter gave a certificate that if os eration,
aken very soon, there was likelihood of that person’s death.
d he gained three weeks’ time and in those three week’s
de more than millions in profit at the cost of losing the
which otherwise quite healthy may not be necessary for a
So, these illustrations will show that the period of three
rson who is likely to make a profit of millions would be
, because he will get reprieve for atout nine months.
. jail for two years and three months with all the facilities
difference for him if he has enriched himself enormously.
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I would therefore, very respectfully submit that the Government should
consider to enhance the period of punishment to at least ten years and
some other more effective method of forfeiture of the property of that
person. Only then there would be an effective check. Otherwise the
entire spirit of the Bill will be frustrated by these die-hards who are out
to make money at the cost of poor people in the country. Thank you
very much.

Mr. Deputy Chairmau : Thank You. Now, I think the Law Minister
Mr. S.M. Masud might explain the provisions of the Bill.

- Mr. 5M. Masad : Mr. Chairman, Sir, a number of points have been
raised by the honourable Miembers. In fact, there are two aspects of the
discussion which has taken place in this august House. Furstly, itisin
respect of the implementation of the law and second is in respect of certain
clauses which it appears were not explained and the present law was not
compared with the eariier law which was in existence.

Sir, I was quite amused from the discussion in which some of the
honourable Members had entered in this House. This law is primarily
to control the heoarding and blackmarketing and one honourable Member
said we are not living in a capitalist society. Is hoarding a reflection or
a part of the capitalist society or the other system ? I have yet to learn
about it because to my mind hoarding primarily arises out of the capitalist
society and all the evils of the capitalist system will continue unless
and untii we achieve our goals. Sir, as long as the system is continuing,
I would say that we have to coptrol through certain measures and that
can be through the legislation. I know in our seciety the laws are not
properly implemented and people get escaped as Mr. Abbasi was
pointing out.

(At this stage the Chair was occupied by Mr. Chairman)

 Mr. S. M. Masud : Perhaps he will be remembering one of tre
Italian films in which a lady saved herself by givinig birth to a child every
year and not going to the prison and having more than six or seven
children. If that is the intention then anybody can escape from the
clutches of the law but, Sir, I would submit that in this law there are a
lot of changes which have been made from the previous law.

Firstly you will find the emphasis in the Schedule is in respect of
essential commodities which are needed for the common man and
ultimately if the price is controlicd then we can have proper objectives
in the nature of more production. If you talk about more houses, as the
horourable Member from Karachi Mr. Mahmood was pointing out that
we have to give incentives because to my mind incentive oriented society
is also a capitalist society ; but if we have to have more houses then the
basic requirement for the construction of the houses will have to be
controlled so that the prices are under a particular jevel and so that more
houses could be built. In this bill the emphasis is on such things which
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can raite the production in the country. The Schedule as you will find,

Sir, (includes what is needed by the common man. It does not include

only the items which are the Pakistani items but it als jrcludes irypeited
z

goods 80 (hut the imported goods can also be controlled and the prices
could be kept at a particular level.

- We have tricd in this bill to enhance the sentences which were not
there in the carlier legislation. You will find that the ratio of the fine
has been increased to a much larger extent than it was in the earlier
legislation. In this Bill you will find rthat the penalty in the nature of fine
can. go up {o one lakh rupees. It is not a less amount, Sir, if we keep
the gonditions of our country in view. The earlier laws were not deterrent
ta that extent which we have tried to do in this. You will also find that
if a person is guilty of the same offence second time, then the minimum
punighment has been provided in clause 7 proviso which says .

“ Provided that, if a person convicted for an offence punishable

under this sub-section is again convicted for such offence,

the term of imprisonment awarded to him shall not be less
than one year.”

80, I feel that the deterrent punishments which have been provided
hig Bill will result in the proper achievement of the objectives which
#h this Bill we want to achieve,

ou will find that not only the penalties have been increased but
aws have been made cognizable. Earlier, the laws could
ken congnizance of by the court if the complaint was made
blic servants. But now according to the law, as has been put
\is Bill, the offence will be cognizable. We have also provided
mmary trial of the offences which are committed. I think that
‘this escaped the notice of some honourable Members of this
cause we have provided in this law the summary provisions
U find in Clause 11. 1t reads; '

11. Power to try offences summarily. Offences punishable
“under this Act shall be tried by a Magistrate of the first
class who may, if so empowered, try Ihe same in thc manner
provided in sections 262 to 265 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1895 (Act V of 1498).

§ to the summary provisions as given in the Code of Criminal
‘8ir, I think that should also be considered that this is an
ent on the earlier legislation. You will also notice, Sir, that
power with the Government to change the Schedule.
again, as the requirements may be that certain items may have
ed and certain items may have to be included. That power
given in this Bill under Clause 12. It reads: | :

Power to amend Schedule.- The Federal Government
niay, by notification in official Gazette, amend the Schedule




396 SENATE OF PARISTAN 1714 maY, 1977

[Mr. S. M. Masud]

50 as to add to, or omit from it any commodity or class of
commodities’’.

Sir, the other doubts which were being raised by some of the Members
that the stock holders generally supply commodities at higher prices.
Tha.é point has been taken notice of in this Bill in clause 6 (3). It
reads :

“Every dealer, or producer shall supply to the Controller-General
such information regarding the production, importation,
purchase, stock sale or distribution of any of the
essential commodities as the Controller-General may, by
an order in writing or by a notified order, require®.

So, that aspsct has also been taken into consideration. Anothe.
change which has been made in this law is clause 9. There are some
offences which used to be committed only by registered firms and the
corporations. Now we have included in this Bill even those associations
of individuals which are not registered bodies as well as those persons if
they are also committing the offences They have also been brought
un ler this law. So, I am sure that by this legislation will be able to
coatrol the rising prices, But I may again revert to say that we cannot
simply say that by this legislation everything will come to a perfect
order and the prices will be controlled. A point was raised that the
tea 1s not available in the market. I was told by one of the learned
Senators that tea price in the international market, even in Ceylon has
gone up to more than 20 rupees per pound. In Ceylon, which is the
tea growiug area, the price has gone up to 20 rupees per pound, In
Pakistan this the item which is entirely imported. So, these things
have to be checked and TIooked into. I am sure that by this legislation
we will be able to keep the prices under a particular control, It may
not completely eliminate the menace but I am sure that it will achieve
the results as are desirable by the Government and the people.

_ Sir, in the recent past, yon are aware that the people belonging to
the vested classes tried to raise the prices of one commodity and the
other commodity by hoarding and in this manner they tried to bringa
bad name to the Government. This will centinue, Sir, unless the vested
class continues in this country, these attempts will be made time and
again. I was surprised to know that PNA in the recent agitation have
opened certain shops in which they are providing the essential commodities
at a subsidised rate. A lot of money is pouring into this country and
these shops are being opened just to defame the Government. These
tactics will continue as the Honoutable lddy Senator was peinting out
about the conditions of Chile. Almost the sam conditions we are facing
in this country because the revolution is being brought in this country
through a democratic process. In the democratic process, if the revolu-
tion is brought, thea these classes will always try to frustrate the forces
of the revolution. But if the nation is united, they know that the ultimate
objectives or the doal by which we have to bring the society free from
all kinds of exploitation, then I think we will be able to achieve our
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?%i indd this country can progress. Thank you, Mr. Chairman,

Mr, Chnfrman : T hank you.

Now, I will put the question to the House.

 The question before the House is :

~ “That the Bill to provide for price control and prevention of
profiteering and hoardiag [ 1 he Price Countrol and Prevention
Profiteering and Hoarding Bill, 17/}, as passed by the
National Assembly, be taken into consideration’’ .

(The motion was adopied)
?%’ii* Chairman : The motion is carried.
Niﬁwg we tacke up clause by clause consideration of the Bill.
here is no amendment to Clause 2.
i, the question before the House is :
“That Clause 2 forms part of the Bill"”,
(The motion was adopted)
. Chairman : >he motion is carried. There is an amendment to

by Mr. Wali Mohammad Khan. Yes, Mr., Wali Mohamm.d
OU can move your motion.
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If all the amendmeats are withdrawn, then we can put all the clauses
together. There are 16 Clauses except No. 1 and No.2. Clause 2
has already been carried. So, I will put 2!l the clauses with
exception of Clause 1 togsther in thz form of a motion before the
House.

First the question before the House is :

“That all Clauses from 3 to 16, both inclusive, forin part of
the Bill”.

(The motion was adopred)

Mr. Chairmaa : All the Clauses from No. 3 to No 16, both
inclusive, form part of the Bill,

Now, we come to Schedule.
The guestion before the House is :

“That Schedule forms part of the Bill.”

(The motion was adopted)
Mr, Chairman :  Schedale forms part of the Bill.
Last question.

The question before the House is :

“That Clause 1, Preamble, and Title form part of ths Bill.”

(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Chairman : Clause 1 ‘Preamble and Title form part of the Bill.
Now, I think you can safely move to last reading. Item No. 3.

Mr. S. M. Mausd : Mr. Chairman, Sir, I beg to move :

“That the Bill to provide for price control and prevention of
profiteering and hoarding [The Price Control and Prevention
and Hoarding Bill, 1977}, be passed.”

Mr. Chairman : The moticn made is :

“That the Bill to provide for price control and prevention of
profiteering and hoarding [The Price Control and Prevention
of Profiteering and Hoarding Bill, 1977], be passed.” ‘
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%iﬂ&fﬁfi Masud ;:  Sir, I have nothing to add.

® ::‘ii‘fﬂiiﬁ* I think, you had elaborate discussion on the Bill
yiﬁur last ax;alanation is sufhicient. There is hardly anything

y say, Mr, Kamal Azfar, you have been usually silentin this

§§§z§§§t

{;}; &iff Kamal Azfar : I spoke on two Bills when you were not in the
air,

1% ‘ﬁh{irman : I was absent. So, any gentleman who is desitous of
anything ? Mr. Wali Mohammad Khan, do you want to say any-
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Mr. Chairman: This point was raised previously. 1 think, this

was thrashed out, this very point, that because of this ceatrol the com-

modities go under ground. They are not available in the market and are
being sold in blacx market.

Mr. S. M. Masud : As matter of fact, he is reversing the gear. Now,
that my friend is saying is that the ‘qsardbrs first hoard commodities and
then create scarcity. That is the reason wWhy this Bill is being brought.

Mz. Chairman : I understand. But there is no new point in his speech.
1 do not see any new pomt

He has been a member of the Provincial Assembly and, probably, he
is used to that sort of things being done there, in the Proviucial Assembly.
He finds it difficult to adjust himself to the proceedings and the rules hgre
in the Senate.
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Mr. S. M. Masud : Point of order.
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i He has been a member of the Provincial Assembly and, probably, he
~ {# used to that sort of things being done there, in the Provincial Assembly.
He finds it difficult to adjust himself to the proceedings and the rules here
in the Senate.
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Mr. Kamal Azfar : I would make a few submissions.

Mr. Chairman : Yes, Mr. Kamal Azfar. You want to say.

Mr. Kamal Azfar : I think that the speeches that have been made
to-day reflect the general concern cooperation of the this super House,
about the efforts being made by the Government to lower thc prices.
 There are different methods of lowering prices. It is true that incentives
o inerease of production is a method as well. Stoppage of smuggling
is a method. Another method is thatthe Government itself should
‘take part in trading, open Utility Stores, Fairprice Shops and take other
measures to introduce itself in the distrbintion market and become a
shopkeeper as a whole, and a fourth method is price control. We all
know there are many difficulties attzched to this and we eannot take
an idialistic position. I think this is a very balanced piece of legislation.
Of course the punishments can be more or less, but in fact 90 per cent of
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suceess of this Bill would be in its implementation and we wish the
Government every success in the implementant piece of this of legislation.
I think Sir, the legislation is balanced. It is one of the several pronged
atrempts bsing made to deal with this problem, it is not the only solution.
There is no simple solution to the question of prices, but this is one of the
various methods, various weapons the Government has in its armoury
and in its implementation will lie the scucess of it. Thank you very

much.

Mr. Chairman : Thank you .I think the Law Minister has made @
note of it. I think no other gentleman wants to speak. Alright. Now
I will put the motion to the House. Now the question before the

House is:

“That the Bill to provide for price control and prevention of
profiteering and hoardidg [The Price Control and Prevention
and Hoarding Bill, 1977], be passed”. ‘

(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Chairman : The Bill is passed unanimously.

Gentlemen. I am told that the National Assembly has been
adjourned sine d'e, and I do not think there is any business left for the
Senate to transact, so, there is no course open for us except to follow
the suit, and as you all agree that Senate should be adjourned sine die
So, the House stands adjourned sine die. Thank you.

(The senate then adjourned sine die




