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SENATE DEBATES

" SENATE OF PAKISTAN

Monday, February 17, 1986

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall, (State Bank
Building), Islamabad, at half past four of the clock in the evening, with
Mr. Chairman (Mr. Ghulam Ishaq Khan) in the Chair.

(RECITATION FROM THE HOLY QURAN) .
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Will the honourable Minister like to comment-as to why is it
that in the case of trucks and buses the production has been declining
steadily whereas in the case of cars the production has increased. I
presume that buses are much more important to the interest of the
public than cars.

Mr. Chairman: Honourable Khagan Abbasi Sahib.
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Mr. Muhammad Khagqan Abbasi: It depends upon the
requirement. Whenever we receive orders from any corporation or any
agency in the country to make the buses, we make the buses.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: So, the production capacity to produce
more than the figure for 84-85, Sir, remains with the plants....... _

Mr. Muhammad Khaqan Abbasi: No, Sir, he should take the
trucks and the buses together, because the deletion in the buses is much
less than in the trucks.

Mr. Chairman: [ think, what happened is that the number of
L.C.V’s have gone up quite considerably and there is a substitute both
for trucks and buses in the country. Honourable Wasim Sajjad.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Sir, the price of Suzuki Cars has recently
been increased by Rs. 5,000 per car. Will the learned Minister agree
that there was no justification for this increase. And if there was a
justification, can he give it to the House ?

Mr. Chairman: It does not strictly arise out of this question
but if the honourable Minister is in a position to answer that, I will......

Mr. Muhammad Khaqan Abbasi: Sir, the honourable Senator
knows very well that the price of Yen has gone up. That is why the price .
has increased. We have to get these kits from Japan and we have to pay
higher price’in Yen. That is why the price has gone up.

RAILWAY LINE FROM HAVELIAN TO SHINKIARY

126. *Mr. Abdur Rahim Mir Dad Khel: Will the Minister for
Railways be pleased to state whether there is any proposal under
consideration of the Government to lay railway line from Havelian to

Shinkiary; if not, the reasons therefor ?

Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani (Answered by Mr. Nisar Muhammad
Khan): Presently there is no survey under consideration of the
Government to lay a railway line from Havelian to Shinkiary due to
financial constraints. Besides, prima facie the project is not likely to be
financially viable.

.. - - - -
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MALPRACTICES IN PASSCO

127. *Qazi Hussain Ahmad (Put by Mr. Abdur Rahim Mir Dad
Khel): Will the Minister for Food, Agriculture and Co-operatives be
pleased to state: 5

(a) the reason for the disproportionate increase in the per ton
expenditure incurred by PASSCO on the wheat procured by it in 1982
as compared to the earlier periods;

(B) findings of the Commission of enquiry set up by the
President to find out the reasons for the increase and its justification ;
and

(c) Whether the loss sustained by the national exchequer was
due to the negligence or malpractices of any official of this
organization if so, the punishment, if any, awarded to those at fault?

Qazi Abdul Majid Abid (Answered by Mr. Sartaj Aziz): The
main increases were on account of :(—

(a) large stocks from 1981 crop combined with procurement
of 1982, expenditure on transport, storage and handling was
comparatively high. The excess expenditure was partly due to certain
irregularities.

(b) Under President’s orders the then Federal Inspection

Commission enquired into the affairs of PASSCO upto 1981. This was
followed by an audit inspection for 1981, 1982 & 1983.
Recommendations made in this respect have been implemented.

() Yes. 104 officers and 173 officials found guilty of
negligence and malpractices have already been dismissed/removed
from services, and criminal cases against 12 persons are in progress.
Some additional cases are under consideration for disciplinary action.

= . = ’ . - S / “u.
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Mr. Javed Jabbar: Will the honourable Minister be able to tell
us what percentage does the total of the officials found guilty of
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[Mr. Javed Jabbar]

negligence and dismissed, constitute of the total strength of PASSCO
because it appears that the number of officers involved in irregularities
is quite high.

Mr. Chairman: Have you got the answer? Honourable Sartaj
Aziz Sahib. '

Mr. Sartaj Aziz (Minister of State for Food, Agriculture and
Cooperatives): I think the percentage has been changing and
probably it is no more than about ten to fifteen per cent of the staff. If
you take into account also the temporary staff that was hired in 1981
for the much larger quantity to be procured. This staff was kept on
even though the quantities next year went down. So the percentage has
been changing from year to year because they engage staff as the
quantity procured expands and contracts.

Mr. Chairman: But it is around 10 to 15 percent?

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: It would be about that for that period, but I
will check it.

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Wasim Sajjad!

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: The total number of staff—23 officers and 81
officials—have been found guilty of malpractices and were dismissed.
The remaining 80 officers and 90 officials, were removed. The total
number of officers is 23 plus 80, i.c. 113 in these two categories.

Mr. Chairman: Honourable Sartaj Aziz.

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: The total number of staff, 23 officers and 81
officials—have been found guilty of malpractices and were dismissed.
The remaining 80 officers and 90 officials, were removed. The total
number of officers is 23 plus 80, i.e. 113 in these two categories.

Mr. Chairman: Now the question was why only 12 persons are
being criminally prosecuted while the others have been just removed
from service or dismissed.

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: Where responsibility can be fixed and where
is a prima facie evidence that there is a criminal case of default then
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criminal proceedings against them are initiated. In other cases when
there is inefficiency or negligence of duty, where criminal offences are
not involved, they are departmentally charged and dismissed or
removed from service. In other words when there is inefficiency or
negligence of duty but where criminal offences are not involved, they
are departmentally charged and dismissed from service and those
where the criminal cases were identified, Rs. 10 million were also
recovered from such delinquent staff and credited to the accounts of
PASSCO.

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Wasim Sajjad.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: May I take it that the people were removed
or dismissed from service without fixing responsibility?

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: The responsibility for inefficiency is always
fixed under Efficiency and Discipline Rules which are applied. There
are different punishments for different kinds of negligence and
inefficiencies. Only when there is an evidence to show that either actual
embezzlement took place or actual malpractices which are punishable

" by criminal prosecution, then such measures are undertaken, of course.
As I mentioned some further investigations are going on to see whether

evidence can be found to prosecute more officials.
Mr.Chairman: 'Syed Abbas Shah.

Syed Abbas Shah: Will the Minister be able to tell us the total
amount of misappropriation in these cases.

Mr.Chairman: M. Sartaj Aziz.

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: The entire increase in cost was not really
misappropriated. As the answer shows, in 1981, there was a very

‘large crop and a sudden increase in total quantity of wheat procured. In

the preceding two years it was 5-1/2 lac tons, then 7-1/2 lac tons. In

1981, the procurement went to a million tons. Now, the organization

did not have the storage or the infrastructure to handle quantities so

| large. So this led to hiring of extra godowns at extra-ordinary
| abnormal rates, open storage with Tarpauline and fumigation. So, the
| operations were not carried out as efficiently as could have been
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possible if the organization had been equipped well. Now, in this case a
higher loss was incurred because of open storage. The loss in storage
which is normally about 1%, in that year the loss was 2.3 per cent
because a large quantity was stored outside. So the total amount of
identified embazzlement as I mentioned was; 10 million, which has
been recovefd. There were other losses in PASSCO which happened
because of higher cost of storage and those have been regularized. And
I would like to inform the honourable Member that in the last two
years, while the incidentals went up very drastically between 1981-82
they have been brought down by almost 25 to 30 per cent and now they
are almost equal to the incidentals that we had 4 years ago. So, there
has been a considerable improvement in the working of the -
organization and the staff has been reduced as well as the cost of
handling per ton. -

Mr. Chairman: Pir Abbas Shah.

S'yed Abbas Shah: Wil the Minister be able to tell us whether
the officers and officials, from whom this amount was recoverd, were
rich enough to pay this 10 million which was recovered as you said?

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: 1 do not have the names but I presume that
the amount was lying somewhere which was recovered.

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Wasim Sajjad.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: As written in the report of Federal
Inspection Commission, was this report made public, if not will he
place a copy of the report before the House?

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Sartaj Aziz.

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: [ will check up. Normally these reports are
confidential and submitted to the Government and, of course, the
audit reports are available which are made publicand they can be made
available.

Sardar Khizar Hayat Khan: Supplementary, Sir. May I know
what is the difference between officers and officials because in the
answer there is written officers and officials.
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M. Sartaj Aziz: Officers are normally referred to Officers in
Grade-16 and above and those below Grade-16 are referred- to as
officials, although the distinction is not very accurate. Officers really
refer to those people who command-men. Everybody else, officers
above Grade-16 are actually officials.

Mr. Chairman: Rext question No. 128, Mr. Shad
Muhammad Khan.

HATTAR CEMENT FACTORY

128. *Mr. Shad Muhammad Khan: Will the Minister for
Production be pleased to state:

(a) whether the head office of the Hattar Cement Factory has
been shifted from Rawalpindi Cantt; to the Hattar Cement Factory
area; : :

(b) whether it is a fact that there are neither accommodation
for the staff nor educational facilities for their children in the said area;
and

(c) whether the administration of the said factory is ready to
consider the shifting of the said offices back to Rawalpindi until the
residential and educationl facilities are provided there?

Mr. Muhammad Khaqan Abbasi: (a) Yes.

(b) Transport facilities are provided free of cost to the
employees and their children for going to office and educational
institutions. School facilities upto middle class are available in the
factory premises. Arrangements are being made for construction of
new residential accommodation.

(¢) No.
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‘Mr. Muhammad Khagan Abbasi: I am not aware that they
belong to Pindi, but the fact of the matter is that the factory is located
at Hattar. So, they should be there and should be working there.
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Mr. Muhammad Khaqan Abbasi: This is also not true.

Mr. Chairman: Next question No. 129, Mr. Shad
Muhammad Khan.

CEMENT AGENCIES

129. *Mr. Shad Muhammad Khan: Will the Minister for
Production be pleased to state:

(a) the procedure followed for the allotment of cement
agencies, at present;

(b) the rate of security deposit per agency;

(c) the changes brought in the procedure followed for the
allotment of agency at present:

(d) whether it is a fact that the State Cement Corporation
alloted cement agencies after getting large sums as Security deposit
under the previous procedure; and ©

() whether the Corporation invests the above security
amount and earns profit on it; if so, whether the Corporation is ready
to give the security depositors any share of the profit earned on the
amount deposited?

Mr. Muhammad Khagan Abbasi: (a) Application for
allotment of cement agency is considered and approval given by
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the Minister/Minster of State for Production subject to availability of
- cement and clear vacancy in the area;

(b) Presently, security deposits are Rs. 25,000 and Rs. 50,000
for monthly quotas of 30 tons and 50 tons respectively.

(c) No change.

(d) * The rate of security for a cement agency was Rs. 300,000
from 1-7-83 to 30-4-85, which has since been reduced.

(e) SCCP have not deposited the security amount _with banks
for earning profits but have invested in development schemes.
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Mr. Muhammad Khaqan Abbasi: Sir, the people had 51gned
_ the contract for three lac rupees at that time. Now, the people have
signed the contract for 25 thousand or fifty thousand. People who had
signed three lac rupee contract they were getting substantial quantity of
cement.. Now, the people are getting about 30 tons and 50 tons, so,
when we rationalize the whole scheme and when the supply of cement is
made uniform, we will think of reducing and giving the money back to

those people.
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Mr. Chairman: Mr. Wasim Sajjad.

~ Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Sir, the allotment of cement agencies is
made by the Minister and the Minister of State. Has any criteria been
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laid-down for this allotment or it is a personal likes or dislikes of the
Minister concerned on which basis the ‘cement agencies are given?

Mr. Muhammad Khaqan Abbasi: Sir, basically it is a public
service. The cement, as the honourable Senator knows very well, used
to be sold in black market. We rationalized the system and the result of
that rationalization today is that the cement is available to anybody at
the control price or at the reasonable price. Now, normally, the
agencies are given on the recommendations of the public representa-
tives because we can hold the public representatives responsible. The
honourable Senator should take his words back because I take
exception to whatever he said. If he gives me any instance that we have
given the cement agency just on the whims or on the personal likes or
dislikes of the Minister then we can hold ourselves responsible. But I

Mr. Chairman: Go ahead.

Mr. Muhammad Khaqan Abbasi: The honourable Senator
should take his words back because I take exception to whatever he
said. If he gives me any instance where we have given the cement
agencies just on the whims or on the personal likes or-dislikes of the
Minister, , then we can also be held responsible. But I think, he made a
very ir-responsible statement. I take exceptions to that. Fact of the
matter is, Sir, that the honourable Senators and the Members of the
National Assembly and Provincial Assemblies have been making
recommendations to us that in certain places where there is shortage of
cement, new cement agencies should be given and we have given
cement agencies on the recommendations of those people. -

ool b iz
Syed Abbas Shah: Sir, I have recommended some cases and
they have been rejected. So. in my opinion, it is not on the
recommendation of the Senators. He did not care to talk with those

persons. He just threw away their applications, and I can present
those....

Mr. Muhammad Khaqan' Abbasi: There are not enough
cement agencies for every single man and woman of Pakistan. There

| | |
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are limited agencies and we have given to those people who can give
best service to people, and that is on the recommendation. When there
is no cement how can we give the cement agencies?

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Next question.

Malik Faridullah Khan: 13,0; Sir.

PAKISTAN STEEL MILLS

130. *Malik Faridullah Khan: Will the Minister for
Production be pleased to state: : :

(a) the number of the employees working in Karachi Steel
Mills belonging to FATA alongwith the ratio of workers from FATA
to the total number of workers in the Mills;

(b) the province-wise ratio of employees working, at present,
- in the Karachi Steel Mills; and '

(c) whether it is a fact that the quota reserved for FATA has
not been adhered to in appointments in the Steel Mills, Karachi; if so,
the ressons therefor?

Mr. Muhammad Khaqan Abbasi: (a) The number of
employees working in Pakistan steel is 21948. The number of
employees belonging to FATA is 44. The ratio comes to 1 : 002.

(b) Province-wisee ratio of employees working, at present, in
Pakistan Steel Mills is as follow:—

(1) Punjab 1= 0:251

(i) Sind (urban) 1:0.534
(ii1) Sind (rural) 1:0.108
1:0.079

(iv) N.W.F.P.
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(v) Baluchistan .. £ = = i 1:0.013
(vi) FATA > = - - = 1:0.002
(vii) Azad Kashmir .. & = = = 1:0.012

(c) the quota laid down by the Government for FATA is 4%.
This quota is applicable to Assistant Managers and above. The quota
of FATA calculates to 63 officers against which present holding is 13.
The posts are mostly technical for which qualified candidates are not
forthcoming from tribal areas.
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Mr. Muhammad Khaqan Abbasi:  This is true, Sir, and the fact
of the matter is that according to calculation they should have 63
officers against which unfortunately, they are only 13, and the reason

for that is that sufficiently qualified people are not available from
FATA to be employed.
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Mr. Muhammad Khaqan Abbasi: Sir, I shall be glad to look at
such instances and will be very pleased to accommodate them.

Mr. Chairman: If you can supply the minutes of the vacancies
and or the type of the vacancies which arise from time to time all the

- honourable members representing FATA, probably, would be able
to ... (interruptions)

Mr. Muhammad Khagan Abbasi: They were advertised in the
papers and against those the applications received were entertained.

.
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you.
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Mr. Chairman: Next questionsNawabzada Jahangir Shah

Jogezai. ’

ZHOB RAILWAY STATION

I131.  *Nawabzada Jahangir Shah Jogezai: Will the Minister
for Railways be pleased to state:

(a) the date and the reasons for the closure of Zhob Railway
station;

(b) if so, the number of employees whose services were
terminated; and

(c) the quota of Baluchistan fixed in the Railway Police
Service and the procedure being adopted for their recruitment?

Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani (Answered by Mr. Nisar Muhammad
Khan): (a) The facts of the case are that the following three bridges
supported on timbars were burnt by miscreants on Bostan-Zhob
Section.

(a) Bridge No. 1131 at K.M. 263/10-11 on 22-5-85.
(b) Bridge No. 1269 at K.M. 288/12-13 on 23-5-85.

(c) Bridge No. 1270 at K.M. 2881/12-13 on 23-5-85.
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The train service had, therefore, to be suspended on 26-5-1985.

The bridge have since been repaired but the civil authorities,
despite references, have not yet advised whether conditions permit re-
opening of the service.

(b) Services of none of the employees has been terminated due

to suspension of traffic on Bostan-Zhob section.

An adjournment motion on the subject was moved in the Senate
on 9-2-1986 which was ruled out of order by the Chairman, Senate.

(c) The quouta of Baluchistan fixed for Railways Police
service is 3.5% according to Secretary, Government of Pakistan, .
Cabinet Secretariat, Establishment Division Rawalpindi’s letter No. F.
6/9/72.Pt-V dated 31-8-73.

Recruitment upto BSP-8 is controlled by the Division and
recruitment in Pakistan Railways Police in Quetta Division is made by
Superintendent. Railway Police, Quetta on divisional basis.
Categories in BSP-9 and above are controlled by the Headquarters
Office but no recruitment has been made in these categories since
inception of Pakistan Railways Police.
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Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Sir, in this answer it is stated that one
incident of burning of a bridge took place on 22nd of May 1985 and the
following day two more bridge were burnt that is on the 23rd of May,
1985. Since the first bridge was burnt on the 22nd of May, why were no
security measures taken to protect the bridges on the following day?

’JUU‘P}/C«.«LP . g’z../_'/..':'-ft?

Mr. Nisar Muhammad Khan: Again Sir, I would say that
although the question has been answered, but under the rules, I think,
it will not be allowed, Sir.

Mr. Chairman Thank you.
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This exhausts the questions.
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It is ruled out of order. Next No. 53, Maulana Kausar Niazi.
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ADJOURNMENT MOTION; RE: ACQUISITION OF
COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY BY BHARAT

Prof. Khurshid Ahmad: Mr. Chairman, I hereby beg to move
that the business of the House be adjourned to consider a matter of
urgent national importance. The daily ““Jang”, Karachi and other
newspapers have reported on 11th February, 1986, that Bharat has
acquired computer technology which has been able to enhance its
atomic capability 100 times. Bharat is acquiring tom missiles. 155 mm
mortars, C-130s, and 'machine guns from America. The super
computer technology would also enable Bharat to develop Hydrogen
bomb. This development along our borders is bound to create a very
grave situation for Pakistan. In view of the fact that United States of
America has been using direct as well as covert mcans 1o deny to
Pakistan command over nuclear technology for.peaceful purposes. Its
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willingness to strengthen the nuclear capability of India and to arm her
to the teeth with highly sophisticated armaments poses a threat to the
security of the country. This issue deserves to be discussed at full length
in the Senate.
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Mr. Chairman: Is it being opposed? Honourable Zain
Noorani Sahib.

Mr. Zain Noorani (Minister of State for Foreign Affairs): Yes,
Sir. Itisbeingopposed. At theveryoutset,letme say that I amnot going
into the fact whether the matter is important and should be discussed
or not. The question is whether it can be discussed by way of an
adjournment motion. Now, in my opinion, Sir, neither of the two, form
the basis on which an adjournment motion can be moved for the simple
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reson that they concern the acts of two independent and soverign states
who are within their rights to negotiate and come to any arrangement
or agreements over which Pakistan cannot have a veto.

Secondly, Sir, as far as the honourable Senator, Maulana
Kausar Niazi's adjournment motion is concerned, the second part of it
is against Rule 71(g), as it contains inferences and ironical expressions.
The notice also does not relate to one specific instance and is against
| Rule 71(b).

Then as far as the honourable Senator, Prof. Khurshid
Ahmad’s adjournment motion is concerned, besides the first objection
taken by me, it refers to three different matters and not one single
incident. First, it talks of someHydrogenbomb, then it talks of missiles
and C-130’s and some other things and then the third part of it is grave
situation to Pakistan.

Now these are three different matters. They have all been
lumped together in one adjournment motion. These are the reasons by
way of which these are not admissible. Thank you Sir.
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Mr. Zain Noorani: Sir. I am surprised that two of the most
learned Senators in the House. in trying to justify the notices given by
them. have stretched the limits of interpretation of rules to the extent
which we have witnessed just now. When I started out. I said. that I
don’t wish to enter into the fact whether it is an issue which should be
discussed in the Senate or not. For discussion in the Senate. there are
various ways. To say that if we don’t take notice of such an incident we
will never be able to discuss matters of importance to Pakistan is rather
stretching one’s imagination to far. What I have said is that however
important an issue may be, every one of us including you, as well as the
Senators and myself, are governed by a set of rules and the rules
prescribed for adjournment motions are very clear within which these
two notices do not fall. I have not precluded them from bringing this
matter up before the Senate for discussion in an appropriate manner,
that is the first point. And I still maintain that the agreements, the
discussions, the actions of two soverign states among themselves do
not fall within the purview of an adjournment motion.

As far as the honourable Maulana Kausar Niazi’s insistence,
was concerned I was referring to the rule and he had taken only one

word out of what I had said. It said

‘it shall not contain arguments,  inferences, ironical
expressions........ :

And I have said inferences, ironical expressions etc. So there are
101 inferences in one paragraph of his adjournment motion if he reads
himslef. To say that it is a matter of recent occurrence, I never dispute
it. It may not be a matter of recent occurrence, it may be matter of
recent occurrence, but, when a set of rules is given-about 8 to 10-and if
an adjournment motion falls short of one or two of them and may
qualify for the rest of it, it does not make it permissible. Therefore, I
insist that it is there. I was really sorry to learn that using his high flown
and variable command over the language he has probably tried to infer
as if any other country is my over-lord or some such things like that.
Probably he forgets that the country he is referring to, I was the first
one during the recent past who had told that very country whilst
addressing Press Conference in London to lay their hands off Pakistan
and not to interfere in our affairs. If I had been affraid of them, I would
not have done that. :
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you. The real issue is, what can be
discussed in this House and what can not be discussed. As for
discussion is concerned any matter can be discussed but. there are
certain pre-conditions which must be satisfied before that matter
comes up for discussion and the House takes cognizance of it. What
the honourable Minister mentioned was that those precondition are
given in the rules and all of us knew or are supposed to know those
rules. I myself have been quoting them from time to time with regard to
admissibility of adjournment motions. One of these Rules is that :

‘It shall relate to a matter which is primarily the concern of
the Government’.

From this it was being deduced that the motion is admissible as
no other matter of greater importance can be the concern of the
Government than this particular agreement. Now, the way I interpret
it—and this is how this rule has been interpreted practically in all other
parliments—the phrase ‘Concern of the Government’ used in the rules
in respect of adjournment motions means that it must be within the
domain, administrative domain of the Minister and competence of the
Government.

Now, what the honourable Minister mentioned was that if two
sovereign independent states come to an agreement on a subject
between themselves, it may be a matter of grave concern from the point
of view of security but it is not the type of concern about which the
Government of Pakistan can do anything unless that be the case it
cannot be made the subject of an adjournment motion. The basic test is
that the word ‘concern’ in the context of an adjournment motion
almost by definition implies a criticism of the action of the
government—eitheg_for having taken action or for having failed to
take action which was necessary to be taken at the moment. In that ‘
sense, being not a matter in which the government could interfere it did
not fall within the competence of the Government or its ministerial
responsibility and that is why as an adjournment motion it becomes
inadmissible.

This is point No. 1

The second is with regard to the inferences, conjectures and
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ironical expression, referred to by this Minister. If you read the news
item on which the motion is based, it says:

€ s K/ Bt bl et L e

It talks of the future, something which has not happened yet. The news
item also does not give the details of the agreement that the two sides
have entered into, but mentions the equipment that would be
purchased under it, ranging from tom missiles to machine guns and
155 mm guns. These are weapons which this country had acquired
years back—almost a decade back. So there is nothing so terrible about
the whole affair that it must be discussed by adjourning the normal
business of the House.

The new item further says:
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Now, coming to computers, at best an ordinary computer might
have been used when the Hydrogen bomb was first evolved. It was not
a super computer. As there were no super computers then. The bomb
could be evolved even otherwise, as the basic technology of a Hydrogen
bomb like any other atomic bomb is known all over the world. Today,
it is said that even school children in the United States know, and have
the capacity, given the means how to manufacture a Hydrogen bomb
or how to manufacture an atomic bomb. Mr. Zain Noorani or perhaps
the Law Minister quoted the other day in the Assembly.
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One super computer would not make a Hydrogen Bomb; many other
requirements will have to be met to do so. But the exact analogy of this
line of thinking can be found in the ‘magas’ (the honey bee) going into
the ‘Chaman’ and causing the massacre of the moths as a final
outcome! So, while it is a matter of some importance which may well be
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debated and discussed in some other form or manner but being not a
matter within the competence and within the administrative
responsibility of the governmertt, it cannot be taken as a fit subject for
discussion through an adjournment motion. It can be a resolution; it
can be (in the context of) a debate on foreign policy, or some other
measure of that type which will permit the whole gamut of our relations
with the United State to be discussed by the House, but not by an
adjournment motion. This is the basic consideration on the basis of
which an adjournment motion can or cannot be considered admissible.
Since there is no failure alleged on the part of the government that the
government or the Minister or the Ministry of Foreign Affairs could
have prevented this agreement, and since is no allegation either that it
was within the competence of the Ministry to prevent it, it is not a
matter which can be brought through an adjournment motion for the
purpose of discussion in the House.
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Mr. Chairman: Just for a minute. I would like to draw your
attention once again to what I had said earlier. The Rule is that it shall

relate *“to a matter which is primarily the concern of the Government”
and ‘concern’ means in this context, the competence of the
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Mr. Chairman:....the administrative or ministerial competence
of the Government and since it is not primarily such a matter that is
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why it becomes inadmissible. Otherwise as I said earlier you can bring a
resolution for discussion of the subject which in some situation, if
carried, could amount even to a motion of censure, or some other
measure of that type. But that is not the point here. The point is that
while the subject certainly can be debated;—the whole gamut of
relations with the United States can be debated in the House but
through a different type of instrument and not through an
adjournment motion.
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Mr. Chairman: If we are stretching it to that extent then this is

one reason why it can’t be the subject of an adjournment motion. An
adjournment motion at the most could be limited to a two hours
discussion while what you are suggesting opens up such a wide

panorama of issues which, to do their justice would require to be
debated if not for days, at least for one whole day and that can only be
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done through an instrument of a different type and not an

adjournment motion.
Mr. Zain Noorani: Sir, once this motion is ruled out of order

and the hour for the adjournment motions is over, I shall make a
statement under the rules on this subject.
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Either the failure of the Government to do certain things or not to do

certain things. . LQLJ’/?‘/U"
or a matter should be within the administrative competence or the
ministerial competence of Government.
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The motion apparently related to a matter which was not primarily the
concern of the Government.
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Here was a definte failure of the Government.
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I am astonished, I am surprised.
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Mr. Zain Noorani: First of all, the adjournment motion has
been ruled out, I hope.

Mr. Chairman: Unless you don’t bress it, technically he
cannot give the statement.

SR st e i by

Mr. Zain Noorani: Sir, a news item carried by PTI in the daily
“Jang” in its issue of 11th February, 1986, states that the Reagon
Administration has decided to supply advance computers and related
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technology to India which will be used in its nuclear programme. On
the basis of information received so far. contract has been reached
between the Control Data Corporation of Chicago and Electronics
Computer India Limited for the purchase of computers. The first phase
of the contract is valued at § 27 million and it is estimated that the value
of Indo-US co-production of computers would expand to 500 million
dollars. The sale has been made under Indo-US agreement on the
transfer of techonology concluded in May, 1985. These computers will
be subject to such safeguards against nuclear use as indeed the other
advanced computer systems which have been exported to India since
that time. We are, however, awaiting detailed information from our
Embassies in New Delhi and Washington. I shall be in a position to
apprise the House of the specific provisions of the reported agreement
as and when these are available to us. In the meantime I would like to
assure the House that the Government is seized of the possible
implications of the dgxeement and it is fully conscious of its
responsibility to protect our national interest. That is all, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. So, the House is adjourned to
meet again at 6.30 p.m.

(The House adjourned to meet at 6.30 p.m. after Maghrab
Prayers).

[The House re-assembled after Maghrab prayers with Mr.
Chairman in the Chair.]
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“It shall relate to a matter which is primarily the concern of the

Government’.




DISCUSSION ON: THE REPORT OF THE COUNCIL OF ISLAMIC 1035
IDEOLOGY FOR THE YEAR 1977-78

: 7/ ol ®
‘concern of the Government Jro i use LUig
gy:_',lbfgu’lé’.g"_J/ interpretion ﬂd/ul’b.”u&:/}/f){,

-%J/u.‘.’ for s of ‘concern for the Government’

“of the Government” means within the domain of responsibility of
the Government.

“for” means that it creates some sort of danger or some sort of
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“concern of the Government” is in the sense of responsibility.
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Ifit had created a concern for the Government, then it would have been

a different matter. J ‘7/'1 We come to the next item on the order of
the day and that is further discussion on the report of the Council of

Islamic ideology for the year1977-78.

DISCUSSION ON THE REPORT OF THE

COUNCIL OF ISLAMIC IDEOLOGY
FOR THE YEAR 1977-78
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Mr. Javed Jabbar: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Sir, in looking at the document produced by the council of
Islamic Ideology for 1977-78, one must view the document as part of
the institutional process of * Jjrehad . From the comments made by my
distinguished colleague a few minutes earher I get the impression that
he views Ijtehad or the evolution of IslamiC thought almost as a static
concept which is rigid and fixed in time. Because he calls again and
again for the conversion of the minds of the people to Islamic principles
and I do not think he spends sufficient time on defining what those
principles shouldbe in the context of the age in which we live. I believe
that the Council of Islamic Ideology while it may be named as such,
cannot be viewed as the sole custodian of Ijtehad in Islam, in Pakistan
today. I believe that it is only one part of the total national process of
Jjtehad. 1 believe that the other institutions of society whether this be
Parliment; whether this be the educational sector; whether this be the
research sector where individuals who are doing quiet research on their -
own, unaided by Government but who have some thing to
contribute, those too have a right to contribute to the process of
Ijtehad. And so too, Sir, I believe the people, at large, by the sheer dint
of their experience of Islam; by the sheer sweat and toil of being
Muslims in an Islamic world which is bereft of all Islamic principles,
they too have a right to contribute to the process of Ijtehad. Even one
would dare to say that in profound sense literacy alone is not the
essential definition for Ijtehad. because it is the millions of Muslims
who give meaning to those Islamic principles who determine Zjrehad.

Therefore, the Council of Islamic Ideology, I hope, bears this in
mind as part of its basic responsibility not to assume itself the
arrogance of exclusiveness and a monopoly on Islamic thought.
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The composition of the Council, Sir, according to Article 228. I
believe, that whereas it specifies that the members should not be more
than twenty, I think, in the light of today’s conditions, there is a need to

amend Article 228 of the Constitution, Without wanting to load too
many people on to the Council, I would suggest that a figure of
thirty five, perhaps, is a more realistic figure, and I will say this in the
fol]owing manner that thirty five bears reflection, because when you
look at the composition of the Council in 1977-78 which helped shape
- this Report we notice that out of the 18 members, 10 were Ulema, 2
were lawyers. 2 Judges, 1 Economist, 1 banker to the best of my
knowledge and only one woman, whereas I believe, that the dictates of
reality demand that, whereas there may be 10 Ulema provided they are
not just Ulema but what is called ‘Mujtahideen * and Mujtahideen who
are acknowledged to be mot static in their outlook but willing to
respond to change, two or three lawyers, five women two judges but at-
least, seven to ten professional specialists who are, at this moment,
confined to the convenient oblivion of being members of panels to
whom the Council may term and ask their advice. However, I believe
that the nature of modern society demands that those seven to ten
professional specialists have a right to sit on the Council. Because it is
only by being members of the council that they will be able to persuade
the Ulema to take note of the realities and the nuances of
contemporary life, wheras if they do not sit together with them in
the Council their recommendations will always be treated as purely
consultative mechanisms to be conveniently rejected or accepted. And

I believe, Sir, that these seven to ten professionals should represent
fields such as medicine, engineering, economics, business, agriculture,

people who are in touch with what is happening in today’s world and,
of course, needless to say good Muslims; and lastly, Sir, I believe that
even the people’s representatives not members of Parliament but
people who represent the farm workers of this country; the industrial
labour of this country. These are the ones who also have a right to sit
on the Council of Islamic Ideology. So, one will pray and hope, Sir,
that the Government will consider this during the deliberations of the
10th Amendment Committee which is constituted through the Senate,
a possible amendment to Article 228. e

I also believe, Sir, That there is another part of Article 228
which describes the nature of the composition of the Islamic Ideology
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Council which bears amendment. Because in so doing it says that the
kind of pcople who will be asked to become member of the Council
should have an ““understanding™, an understanding of political matters
and cconomic matters and administrative matters. To the best of my
knowledge, the word ‘understanding’ is a very intangible,
immeasurable word. In my limited knowledge, perhaps of
Constitutions. I would dare to submit that the phrase should be
“acknowledged competence” otherwise, usingtheterm “understanding
a mis-guided Government can thrust the most unreasonable people

upon the Council. Because according to the decision-makers they think
they have the “‘understanding™ and, therefore, Sir, I think that this

imprecision in so crucial a part of the Constitution should also be
considered by the 10th Amendment Committee.

I come now, Sir, to why I believe that there is a need for a
change in the nature of the composition? Because onthe one hand, one
has to admit the reality, that people, by and large not just in Pakistan
but elsewhere in the Muslim world believe that those who claim to be
the custodians of Islamic thought are at one end of national life and
those who are the custodians of national development, the craft of
national development and management, are at the otherend. Thereis a
great schism that divides the Islamic world today. And it divides the
Islamic world today because unlike the West or unlike the East we have
insisted on adopting a religious ideological approach, whereas the
dicision-making needs are bred in modern traditions. The Ulema are
far distanced from this reality and that is why we find ourselves in the
strange contradictory situation that the Islamic Ideology Council,
today, in 1986 .......
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Mr. Chairman: You continue.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Ulema constantly ask us Sir, they ask the
modern generation, people like myself, to be good Muslims. The
Ulema Sir, and including my dear friend, I am sure, ask us to be good
Muslims. I believe, that we have a right to ask them to be well informed
Muslims. Because if they look at the Quran which they quote to us—at
least fifty times in the Quran the word ‘4gqla’ is used which I believe
represents the thought ““‘connectideastogether”, “‘reason’, “‘use your
intellect” and I am, therefore, like many other members of my

generation guided by that aspect of the Quran.

To start with, the contents of the Report of the Council of
Islamic Ideology, I cannot resist commenting on the fact that it is ironic
that no part of this Report, do I find, deals with the impact of Martial
Law on a Muslim society. Even though in a very strange sense, this
particular Council of Islamic Ideology was the product of Martial Law
it has the time to comment, of course, on various other aspects of
national life. But perhaps it was too premature in 1977-78 to assess the
merits and demerits of Martial Law. I would draw your attention, Sir,
to the present state of the council. Firstly, it is not constituted, and this
is an abject commentary on the actual conviction and commitment that
we have to this concept. Secondly, I would request my dear
friends to visit the premises of the Council which I did the other day




AN N MRt €

DISCUSSION ON: THE REPORT OF THE COUNCIL OF ISLAMIC 1047
IDEOLOGY FOR THE YEAR 1977-78

and I am quite ashamed that such a Council has such ignoble offices.
Those offices are not worth the settlement of a petty department of
bureaucracy leave alone one of the constitutionally mandated
institutions. This is an institution which should be equipped with
proper physical and other reasources. And I think its present state is a
good commentary on the poverty of conviction.

® The 77-78 report, Sir, deals with six broad headings: Prayers
and Beliefs, Law and Justice, the Economic System, Education, Social

- Reforms, and Communications; and while it does so, I think on an
overall basis, I do not think that report is genuinely conceptual enough.
It tends to take a look at bits and pieces of national life or of Islamic
thought. And the report does not reflect a basic broad conceptual
vision of what is required at that level of institutional thought.

Under the section of Prayers and Beliefs, Sir, I shall refer to the
mention made about Tableegh on page 9. I believe that Tableegh that if
we are really talking about Tableegh in a substantive sense, it would
require new techniques of Tableegh. We will have to recognize that
Muslims constitute only 20 to 25% of the world’s population, and that
we are not representing the majority of the world’s population even
after 1400 years of history. We are the world’s youngest religion but
the large bulk of the world’s population is non-Muslim. We must
accept that, and once we have accepted it we have got to recognize how
do we take on this serious task in a world that is dominated by
Christians, by capitalism of that is dominated by a Goldless kind of
socialism? Simply by sending few groups of people into Africa or
Britain, is not going to achieve the objective of Tableegh. Tableegh has
to be vitalized, dramatised, Islam has to be presented.......
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Mr. Chairman: As a fact of life, Christianity exists and as a
fact of life there are other religions which exist even though, in our
concept they have been ruled out. So, this is no point of order.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: The words “‘youngest religion” I said Sir,
I meant, Sir, that in order to use Zableegh the Council should
recognize that it is no longer possible just to send people out. For&
instance, we should start thinking of using communication media and
to bring your attention to one magazine that you may have seen
published from London called “Arabia’’. now that is the first time a
modern news magazine is being marketed in the Muslim world. That is
one part of the Tableeghi process because we are able to communicate
with non-Muslims and project a positive image of Islam.
Unfortunately, Pakistan cannot lay claim to having initiated any move
in the field of communications which are so much a.part of the very
basic definition of Tableegh. One unfortunate aspect of Tableegh is
that the Pakistan people and the Islamic world in general diffuses its
energy because overseas also there is sectarian Tableegh . There are so
many different sects propagating Tableegh and the the true purposes of
Islam are not being served.

RO g Y

Under the section of Law and Justice, on page 9, the Council
recommends that improvements in the court-system be made so as to
make justice speedy and economical. I endorse their recommendations
made on five counts. These recommendations are: the institution of

" mobile courts in certain sectors; the accountability of the Police where
1 believe that the Council should have gone further and specify how
accountability of Police can be enforced, whether through
neighbourhood citizens committees or otherwise, the Council does not
spell out a mechanism; ““Masaalehati”’ Boards which is a fine thing and
a very necessary device but the composition of these should again not
be the exclusive preserve of the Ulema as recommended by the Council.
The Council recommends that we should make rules and regulations
easy, brief and understandable to the general public. The recruitment
of personnel for these law functions should be done after adequate
training. Ironically none of these five measures, which are very
positive, have been implemented even though a gap of nine years has
occurred.
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The second basic recommendation is that there should be an
improvement or introduction of new and constructive laws, for
instance one is called ““ Nufga brai nadar Aqraba’ which I presume
represents the desire to ensure that those who are close to one’s kith
and kin or to one must be provided food, shelther and clothing. I think
this is a very noble recommendation which again has not yet been
implemented though the recommendation on Zakat did find formal
shape in 1980.

Regarding the third i.c. the Economic System I believe that the
reference to an Islamic Economic System is basic and fundamental and
it would not be appropriate to inflict thoughts at this stage and, I am
sure, in the next stage of the debate when the successive years are
covered, we will be able to deal with that at greater length. Just one
thought. Sir, that I think we are faced again with this challenge; that do’
Islamic theorists and do modernists claim that Islam belongs to
classical capitalism or do we belong to a much more proletarian
socialism? This basic conceptual question the Council -has not
addressed itself to. It has not defined what are going to be the main
principles of an Islamic Economic System. It has talked about welfare
in 2 welfare state but a welfare state is not necessarily a comprehensive
definition of & new economic ideology. And that I suggest is what is
needed. I recognize that this is an evelutionary process. But in at least
this particular years report, one does not find enough intellectual
parameters to define the basis for a new Islamic economic philosophy.
Sir. the Council's report on this matter deals with two aspects: Just
distribution of wealth and the establishment of the welfare State.
Regarding the distribution of wealth, is says that we should deal with
tax revisions, tax changes, industrial relations, changes in the feudal
system, abolishment of monoply, but these are very cursory hints and
no more. On the welfare state, it says that where as for urban katchi
abadis, the Government have in the past seven years implemented in
part some of the Council’s recommendations made in 1977-78, it is
alarming that when it comes to the same section’s recommendations on
land for homeless people in the rural areas, there is no reference in the
report on implementation as to what has been done to the Council’s
recommendations in this respect. And I think that since 70% of the
country’s population still lives in the rural areas, the Government
needs to look at this priority.
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On page 183, it says, Sir, that there is a recommendation for a
“Mansuba Bait-ul-Mal” and that the Government is reported to be
trying to impelement this and one wishes that as the conclusion of this
debate, the Minister may be able to respond to this point.

Sir, the Council recommends a reduction in administrative
expenditure but unfortunately there are few visible signs of this
happening. For example, the number of employees on the Federal
Govt. rolls has arisen dramatically in the past nine years by my
estimate, by over 25%.

The implementation report, Sir, does not refer to the
introduction of what happened to the recommendation for the
emergency measures for a green revolution in the country, nor
improvements in the Factory Act, nor control of commodities
smuggling, nor the establishment of smaller utility stores. The
implementation part of the report is silent on these subjects.

The fourth section, Sir, deals with Education. This 18, needless
to say, I think, as fundamental as the economic issue. And on page 189
after making very general introductory sounds, it again starts putting
stress on this very orthodox and conventional view of “who can truly
claim to be a Muslim” because it says that whereas the Syllabus
Commission should be constituted, it should have members of Islamic
orientation. Now, I believe, Sir that the Council of Islamic Ideology
should be much more careful when it uses words like “Islamic
orientation”. What is Islamic orientation? I's there a single agreed set of
documents or ideas in anywhere in the Islamic world which-can make
you look into the heart, in to the mind of a Muslim and convince the
others that this is truly an Islamic person. By unleashing this, I think
the council is again trying to introduce a kind of thought policing
system, it is encouraging people to raise fingers and to accuse others of
not being Muslim and I suggest therefore that the Council in its
deliberations and its future reports, should desist from this constant
reference to measuring the level of Islam in every one’s heart. The
millions of Pakistanis overseas, for example Sir, there are many million
of Pakistanis who now wish to come back after 15 to 20 years. In
some cases, their life-style has been virtually American. But at heart
they are Pakistanis. Many of them have already begun to come back.

G S i TR Ty
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Should they now bring certificates to show that they are still Muslims?
Who is going to convince the Council of Islamic Ideology that a
brilliant Pakistani scientist working in Washington D.C. who has not
perhaps said his prayers as regularly as my friend here might have
done, does that qualify him for the title of Islamic orientation? These
~ Sir, are very basic issues and the Council should address itself to

defining how society or decision makers should define what constitutes
an Islamic person.

On page 190 Sir, the Council recommends that by class 5 which
is when a child is of the age of nine or ten, children should finish
learning the Quran by rote. What about understanding the Quran? The
Council does not say so. The Council simply wants children to take the
holiest book of our life and simply learn it by rote which is fine as part
of the historic tradition of accuracy, but I believe that this is a great
inflictment of cruelty on the intellectual and spiritual development of
a child, if you do not also say that it is necessary to understand the
Quran. Make it compulsory for a child to learn the Quran in Arabic
but also make him understand some of the basis for the meaning of the
Quran. Many people in Pakistan, Sir and I discover whenever I travel
to Swat or to Sind or to the Frontier, many people in this country do
not even understand Urdu leave alone Arabic. Now, we want these
innocent children to go through this traumatic process which we have
been sending them throughout history. Not realising how much it has
adversely arrested the process of intellectual development because we
have ignored their natural language and imposed this tremendous
burden of another language upon that very tender age. This also
relates, Sir, the use of language to the next recommendation that
Arabic should be the language for the teaching of Islamiat. I absolutely
disagree with this reccommendation, as I think that this is impractical to
begin with. Moreover, is it fair at the Secondary level? How is it
practical for children to be able to learn Urdu when even Urdu schools
are not able to teach Urdu competently today? Secondly, to learn
English, to be able to compete in the world. Thirdly to learn Arabic and
fourthly, to be loyal to one’s provincial language. I think this is most
impractical. So, Islamiat has nothing to do with Arabic.Islamiat can be
taught in any language as long as it is understood. Understanding is
much more important that the language.

S Qn page 191 again, Sir, it says that unless every educational
institution has trained Islamic teachers on its staff it should not be
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recognised. I think this is a most unreasonable recommendation. Has
the Council bothered to study the data on how many teachers are being
trained every year in this country to teach Islamiat? How many schools
exist in this country, there is no reference in this respect. This is just a
blanket recommendation.. I would like to invite the very respected
members of the Council to come with me to the villages of this country
where children and parents are desperate for schools. Should we
deprive them of literacy and education only because the village does
not have a trained Islamiat teacher? I think this would be a travesty
against Islam itself. So, therefore, I hope that the Council, in future,
reflects more carefully on the practicality of such recommendations :
because Sir, religion after all, is in every house, in every Muslim home
of Pakistan there is a degree of Islamic education already being
provided. It is not only in the schools or in the mosques that we learn
about Islam. :

On page 191 Sir, again the reference is to the qualifications of
teachers, their association with Islamic ideology is considered a must.
In an ideological state, every citizen, every Muslim citizen is associated
with Islamic ideology. If, that is, we can agree on what is “Islamic
ideology™. I would be very happy if I was told, *here is 2 document that
comprehensively defines this as Islamic ideology’. To this day that
debate has continued and it will continue and the use of the term
“Islamic ideology” with absolute indiscretion throughout the
Council’s report is tantamount to intellectual evasion of a Very major
and grave responsibility.

On page 192 Sir, the Council recommends the abolition of co-
eduction without delay. How does the Council propose that a country
with such meagre resources which is not even able to educate the
present size of the population, should now suddenly start separating
institutions, erecting new cemented structures, hiring new staff just to
keep men and women separate? In any case, quite apart from the sheer
impracticality of the suggestion, what is this obsession about
separating men from women? Men and women live together in the
villages of this country, in the cities of this country. Why is the Council
also falling prey to this desire to separate these two natural human
beings and what is the need for human decency to beignored?This
though continues in the next two recommendations which is, separate
universities for women we:don’t have money to open primary schools.
They want us to set up two separate universities for women. It is
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extraordinarily expensive—such a recommendation, it is irrational
and it is once again impracticle. It is interesting to note, Sir, that in the
past few years when student’s behaviour has deteriorated in the
campuses according to all reports, virtually not a single incident has
been connected to co-education. It is remarkable that all the incidents
of misbehaviour or indiscipline have nothing to do with girls and boys
sitting together, with men and women studying together. Therfore, the
Council should take note of this reality that we as Pakistanis are
capable of conducting ourselves with decency and dignity. It even
goes to the extent of recommending separate texts for gir! students.
What is the Council doing? I am at a loss to understand. Is it suggesting
that girls should even read separate meterial? I don’t find a single
reference in the Holy Quran which can justify this particular
recommendation. It says Sir, that students should not participate in
theatres and in the performing arts. Does the Council want to curb and
strangulate the natural talent that God has given us? The gift of
expression, the gift of drawing, the gift of expressing oneself through
rythm which is so much a part of human history. Why do we want to
arrest the process of Muslim cultural evolutionby simply restricting
them, don’t take part in a play, don’t dance. This would go against the

very grain of human existence and no Council, no system can curb the

natural human desire to sing and to express with joy the vitality and
happiness of life.

On page 193 Sir, it recommends that the Board for ‘Deeni
Madaris’ should be totally independent. No control. I submit Sir, that
it is only the judiciary in our country which should enjoy such a status.
The board for ‘Deeni Madaris’ must not be allowed to be totally
independent.

The Council has made good recommendations on adult
education in mosque, on the need to organise discussion camps for
students but at least in the implementation part there is no reference to
what has happened to these two positive recommendations. The Sth Sir
and ultimate part deals with social reform. It talks about the obvious,
the need for simplicity austerity, the elimination of social evils, drugs,
etc. I have no dispute with those obvious statements but on page 208
Sir, the Council’s observations on corruption and administrative
reform in my view are platitudinous and far too general. These are
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statements that you find in every street and home of Pakistan. One
expects that the Council when it makes a statement on corruption and
administrative reform should deal withitin greater length nad depth. It
recommends again that to assess the merit of senior public officials,

knowledge of Islam should be made an essential criterion. I would ask, :

is there again an acceptable examination to determine knowledge of
Islam and association with Islam? As it+is, we have very few able
administrators in our country. They may be accused of also being
bareaucrats. But I think to now inflict this upon them would be
probably tantamount to depriving the country of many able and
talented people.

I come to the last section Sir, which deals with
communications. It is on page 214. Here dealing with T.V. and Radio,
the Council recommends that a Committee of the Islamic Ideology
Council should also be consulted on the list of staff who produce local
programmes. What business does the Council of Islamic Ideology have
to start checking and setting itself up as an authority? To now interfere
with even the people who produce local programmes? It is a very
dangerous suggestion. It should be left to the competence of the
respective Corporations which are already under an Islamic order.
They have an Islamic Ideology, so called, to report to. So therefore, the
Council should not start becoming an enforcement authority, looking
into whether T.V. and Radio are behaving themselves or else...

The two recommendations Sir, basically which is reduction of
programmes which depict sex and violence, these are fine. I have no
dispute with that. But under the guise of sex and violence I submit that
many good programmes are not brought to this country, simply
because a foreign women may be shown wearing some apparel and
simply because of that it is said that the faith of Muslims may be in
danger. I suggest that this is an insult to the natural dignity of the
Pakistani Muslims. I also endorse the view that at the moment T.V.
and Radio, do not sufficiently project people who are involved in social
welfare and development work. There are many thousands of unsung
neroes and heroines in this country, Sir, who have never been put on
Radio or T.V. and certainly we need to focus our attention on them, so
that more people are motivated to do community work. I believe Sir.,
that the Council recommendations on censorship bear to be looked at.

)
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Because those again are very relevant. Censorship is°a very
fundamental issue and under the guise of censorship, many adverse
things can happen. Freedom of expression for instance can be
suppressed alongwith the freedom to entertain. You can ostensibly say
all I want to do is to curb obscenity. All we want to do is to curb
violence. But the interpretation of what constitutes obscenity is subject
to so many different interpretations. Many of my friends in the film
production business have thrown up their hands in despair. No
qualitative films are produced in this country partly because there is
such a repressive censor code already at work and the Council wants to
strengthen that further. This is one reason why Pakistan has in 38
years, has barely produced more than five films which can truly claim
to reflect the reality of Pakistan. Whereas, next door, every year, year
after year, India produces films that fetch tremendous acclaim across
the world. Films that show the reality of the country without being
accused of being un-patriotic or un-Hindu or un-secular. So, this
reference to censorship should be gone into in greater depth. There are
different dimensions of censorship and freedom of expression, the
Council should examine then in the light of what is enjoined upon us by
the Quran.

Sir, on T.V. and Radio unfortunately, there are many
references which need to be stated and I shall just run through them
because I have taken, a little time. There is a reference, for instance, to
reduce westernization. I don’t know why they lumped into
communication but they have. Now this is alright again but it is
impractical. Our country is so dependent on western technology or on
Japanees technology. In the villages and cities of this country,
Toyotas and Mercedezes and Coca-Cola signs proliferate......... how
are we going to shut ourselves off from the reality of the impact of
westernization and still keep saying we don’t want any of their values?
The reality of some of our preferred values will change. Our clothes
styles will change and this has happened and this is not necessarily
something negative or bad. You have to distinguish between
modernization and westernization but no where, unfortunately, does
the Council’s report say that there is a need to modernize Pakistani
society. There is no reference whatsoever. There is only a
condemnation of westernization. And westernization again I would

- say; all westernization is not bad. Westernization has taken many

things which are Islamic. Look at the Scandinavian States, their model
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of social welfare philosophye is more Islamic than most Islamic
countries today. So we should hot become ostriches and we should be
willing to be balanced. While for instance, another recommendation is
that T.V. and Radio should have more programmes from Muslim
countries. Unfortunately Sir, the quality and the content of
programmes produced in most of these Muslim countries cannot
compete, aesthetically or qualitatively with those produced in the
godless part of the world or the Western world. So we have to improve
our standards before we can become more Islamic.

There is the suggestion Sir, to put the ‘Kalma Tayyaba’ on the
flag which I strongly oppose quite apart from any thing else. Maulana
Kausar Niazi referred to it the other day, it is impractical. A national
flag is reproduced in so many different sizes. How can you expect the
intricate design of calligraphy to be reproduced when you print the flag
on a letter head or on a visiting card for that matter. And a flag is
subject to misuse. So this kind of recommendation surely the Council
should avoid.

I would endorse the recommendation that people connected
with the Department of **Auqaf” should be given training. [ would add
that the people connected with the Department of Augaf, those who
are incharge of the mosques in this country, should be given training in
current affairs, in foreign policy, in economics because Sir, the sad fact
is that the “‘K/utbas'” delivered in our mosques have very little bearing
on the problems of day to day living. There are broad moral principles

-but people at large are not told how to deal with the reality of the 20th
century. So there has to be a fundamental re-orientation of our Pesh
Imams and the people incharge of our mosques.

I come finally Sir, to my very last point which is that the nature
- of communications is so diverse, it has become so complex that the
Council should take note of the impact of satellites, the impact of video
tape, of audio tape. You cannot monitor and imprison the Muslims
today and say, stick to whatever we think is Islamic values. The
Pakistan of tomorrow is going to be even more fundamentally different
and I hope that by the reconstitution of the Islamic Council throughan
amendment in the Constitution of Pakistan. we will begin to lay the
proper basis for true Jjiehad. Thank you. Sir.
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much. Now, how do we
proceed further. I don’t think we will be able to finish the business,
today. The honourable Minister was supposed to wind up the debate.
We have no other Speaker except for Nawab Chittari, I think, he, still
wants to speak but, probably, the quorum problem would again arise
and would not be able to finish the debate.
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what would you propose, Leader ot the House.

Mr. Abdul Majeed Qazi: Our suggestion is that speeches
should be completed and we would wind it up tommorrow.
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There was another important item on the agenda and that was motion

on the Rule 56 for which we have to allot half an hour. Can we take up
that?

Honourable members: No.
Mr. Chairman: Not today, the quorum is not there.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Sorry Sir, the Minister concerned is not
present today.

Mr. Chairman: Well, if this is acceptable to the House then
what we do is that we adjourn the sitting and meet on the 19th at 10.00
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a.m. Hopefully, on that day, we would be able to finish the remainder
of the speeches also and then Minister would wind up and also
introduce the other reports and on that day, regardless whether the
debates goes on or not we would allot half an hour for the question
under Rule 56 also. Is this acceptable ?

Honourable members: Yes.

Mr. Chairman: Then we adjourn to meet on the 19th at 10.00
a.m. The speakers on that day would be Mr. Rahim Dad Khel and
Nawab Chittari. These are the two speakers, then the Minister would
wind up and also introduce the other reports collectively and half an
hour would be on that day for the question under Rule 56. Thank you.

[The Senate then adjourned till 10 O’Clock in the morning on
Wednesday, February 19th, 1986.]

PCPP1—2491(86) Senate—4-3-88—300.
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The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall, (State Bank
Building), Islamabad, at half past four of the clock in the evening, with
Mr. Chairman (Mr. Ghulam Ishaq Khan) in the Chair.

(RECITATION FROM THE HOLY QURAN) .

e . g5 2 RS spes, ”/
pj)uﬁﬂaw_)\h 2 u_).k.a.l\.(‘ \.-\\.“_}UJ-\
220 2 )fco; <z

M\._}ﬁ‘_}éd_))b—hd\u\ Y 9_}&50‘ A

T~

-j 5)
A s 77 E e d < :;A
,_)ou._J\)\a,,.rﬁ\uo; \\.-A\:j.l u’m \I-AW

iyl neeld sl s b Ul S o im0
izl g gt S G Gl §T sl Plbenid o
v by gl by iUl s ($ia dué"-ﬁﬁ’ﬂ'ufwfmift'q,lgg:}
Sl e W UL LA S E ¢ 6 AUBST Uik o
)

(.f'Lu& “Yelovesl)

(997)



998 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [Feb. 17, 1986
STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
i1l - bl - ENF I iz tra b
-_.JLoJ..} syt

MONTHLY QUOTA OF CEMENT FOR DISTT: QUETTA

124. *Mr. Abdur Rahim Mir Dad Khel: Will the Minister for
Production be pleased to state :
(@) the monthly quota fixed for cement agencies in Quetta

district at present; and
(b) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the

Government to enhance this quota for the district ?

Mr. Muhammad Khaqan Abbasi: (a) 3850 ton.
(b) No.
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AUTOMOBILE CORPORATION

125. *Mr. Abdur Rahim Mir Dad Khel: Will the Minister for
Production be pleased to state the total number of trucks, cars and
wagons assembled/manufactured by the Automobile Corporation
during the years 1983 to 1985 and the profit earned by it year-wise ?

Mr. Muhammad Khaqan Abbasi :

PRODUCTION (UNITS)

1982-83 1983-84 1984-85

Truks = 5 = 1 3563 2883 2808
Buses > > = S 737 624 562
LCVS 2 5 % > 11531 11670 12454
4 x4 VEH 5 > < = 2093. 2214 1876
Cars = 5 v = 4147 9589 13146

PACO’s Pretax Profit (Rs. Million) 214.9 330.2 362.3




