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SENATE OF PAKISTAN
SENATE DEBATES
Monday, 24, February, 1986
The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall (State Bank

Building), Islamabad, at the half past four of the clock, in the evening,
with Mr. Chairman (Mr. Ghulam Ishaq Khan) in the Chair.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
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FLIGHTS OF BOEING 737 FOR CHITRAL

150. *Shahzada Burhanuddin Khan: Will the Minister
Incharge of the Aviation Division be pleased to state :

(a) whether there is any proposal under consideration of
Government to start the flight of Boeing 737 for Chitral, because the
present twelve flights of Fokker in a week are inadequate ; and

(b) if answer to (a) above be in the negative, the steps proposed
to be taken to alleviate the difficulties faced by the people of Chitral ?

Sahabzada Yaqub Khan (Answered by Mr. Zain Noorani): (a)

Yes, there is a proposal under consideration of PIA and CAA for
operating Boeing 737 flight to Chitral after the runway 1s strengthened
to take its load.

(b) Question does not arise.
¢y f Wt M LS = i 7 o sl
Mr. Zain Noorani: Yes Sir, and it is expected that druing this

year, the strength of the run-way would be made to fulfil the
requirement to enable Boeing flights to operate from this sector.
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Mr. Zain Noorani :  Sir, the frequency of the flights from this
sector depends to a great extent on the weather conditions. For
example, during the last 12 months, the scheduled flights of Fokker F-
27 were 624 but unfortunately due the exigencies of the weather only
518 flights could be operated. In other words, instead of 50416
_passengers, which was planned only 40269 passengers could be air-
lifted. This means it depends a great deal on the weather ¢onditions and
the idea of introducing the Boeing is that those planes can operate
inspite of adverse weather.

Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh: After the recent accident of Boeing, has
the Government considered it necessary to examine the feasibility of
operation of Boeing in Pakistan ?

Mr. Chairman : [ don’t think it arises out of this question.

Mr. Zain Noorani : The question which the honourable
Senator wishes to ask, does not arise out of this.

Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh: Butmay I, Sir, ask it or put it this way, I
can put it in this way. Does the Government consider it safe and
feasible to operte Boeing flights in Chitral after the last accident ?

Mr. Zain Noorani: The last accident was not occurred to
Boeing 737 which was intended to fly.
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ARRANGEMENTS FOR ACCESS TO CHITRAL

151. *Shahzada Burhanuddin Khan : Will the Minister for
Defence be pleased to state :

(a) whether there are adequate arragements for access to
Chitral, which has a two hundred mile long border from Wakhan to
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Arondo. adjoining the Soviet-Afghan territory and remains cut off
from Pakistan by road for six months in a year due to inclement
weather ; and

(b) whether there is any proposal under the consideration of
Government to step up such arrangements ?

Sahabzada Yaqub Khan (Answered by Mr. Zain Noorani):
Land communication to Chitral remains disrupted during winter
because of snow fall. The only means of communication during winter
months is by air. Work on construction of a tunnel (called Lowari
Tunnel) was started by the Army Engineers a few years ago and had to
be abandoned due to paucity of funds. The proposed tunnel was 8.2 km
long and a very small portion i.e. about 1/2 of a km was completed
before closing down the project. The project has now been included in
the Sixth Five Year Plan.
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Mr. Zain Noorani: Sir, Insha Allah-o-Taalu after the issue of
Afghanistan has been settled, we will take it up again.
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Mr. Zain Noorani : Sir, I do not have the figures for how
much does it cost for............ (interruption).
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LINKING OF CHITRAL WITH OTHER PARTS OF THE COUNTRY

152. *Shahzada Burhanuddin Khan: Will the Minister for
Communications be pleased to state :

(a) whether there is any proposal under the consideration of
Government to link Chitral with other parts of the country by an all-
weather road ;

(b) if not, the reasons therefore; and

(c) the present stage of the proposal about Lowari Tunnel,
which was initiated during the previous regime ?

Malik Nur Hayat Khan Noon : (a) Yes.
(b) Question does not arise.

(c) Contract for engineering and feasibility study will be
awarded shortly.
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Malik Nur Hayat Khan Noon : Sir, I don’t know whether heis
asking a question or making a statement but the scheme has been
revised under an order by the President and in March, a feasibility
study is going to be started which should be ended by the end of the
year when construction contracts would be considered.

Mr. Chairman: Now, what heis asking is that in answer to his
question part (a) whether there is any proposal under consideration of
the Government to link Chitral with other parts of the country by an
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all-weather road. Then answer given is ‘yes” and he wants the details of
that.

Malik Nur Hayat Khan Noon : The details of the scheme Sir ?

Mr. Chairman : The details of the scheme. How Chitral is
going to be connected with the rest of the country by an all-weather

road ?
Malik Nur Hayat Khan Noon: Proposals.from Foreign/

Pakistani (joint venture) consultants for feasibility study and design of
the project, were received in December, 1985. The Proposals are under
scrutiny at the moment. The work on feasibility study would start in
March, 1986, and will be completed by the end of 1986. Then tenders
for the construction of the tunnel would be floated. The project is
estimated to cost a hundred crore and is likely to take four years for
completion starting in 1987. Concept of the project was approved by
CDWP on 30th January, this year.

To link Chitral with other parts of the country, for all other
traffic, a tunnel is the only alternative. In 1974, work for construction
of Lowari Tunnel was entrusted to Frontier Works Organization at a
cost of 40 crores which included construction of 26,400 feet long tunnel
at a height of 7,800 feet. Frontier Works Orgamzatxon started work in
1974 from Dir side which was to be completed in 5 years. Only 1970 feet
tunnel could be constructed, that too without lining. This was only 5%
of the total. Since the project was very costly and was beyond the
financial resources of the Government, therefore, it was decided to
abandon the project in 1979. By this time 11 crore, 44 lakh rupees had
been spent.

Mr. Chairman : Thank you. I think this is enough.

Shahzada Burhanuddin Khan: If Lowari Tunnel Scheme does
not materialise. Is there any alternative arrangement ?

Malik Nur Hayat Khan Noon : No.
Mr. Chairman: Thisis what he has said that for the time being

they have no other alternative except access to Chitral through Lowari
Tunnel.
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Shahzada Burhanuddin Khan: Thisis whatIam saying, that is
materialised Sir, and it is not......... (interruption).

Mr. Chairman: Well, at that stage if we are all around, I think
' you can ask the next question Jf}b . ff I W

TELEPHONE CONNECTIONS

@119. *Mr. Abdur Rahim Mir Dad Khel :  Will the Minister
for Communications be pleased to state :

(a) the number of telephone connections provided at present in
Baluchistan, Sind, Punjab and N.W.F.P. respectively; and

(b) the number of telephone connections provided so far per
thousand population, province-wise ?

Malik Nur Hayat Khan Noon : (a) The number of telephone

connections working in Punjab, Sind, N.W.F.P. and Baluchistan as on
31-13-1985 are as follows :— :

@Bongb - = 0 234151(Inclusive Islamabad).
@) Swmd o o 201377(Inclusive Karachi).
(D NEWERP e o 34056
(iv) Baluchistan ... - .. = - 17394
dotal i o o 486978

(b) The number of telephone connections working per 1000
population province-wise are as follows —

Density of Telephone/1000

@iBmab == 0 o 491
U)eSind .o = h L e e 10.58
3.08

4.01
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Malik Nur Hayat Khan Noon : Sir, I do not have the number
of pending applications Province-wise and this question was not
asked, I need notice for that except I would say that 45,000
telephones connections were given during last year at a cost of one
hundred and sixty crore against target of 50,000 and it is hoped that in
the next one or two years the rate will go up to 100,000 connections per
year and in 1988 onward, Insha-Allah, up to 200.000 connections per
year. The Karachi city alone has a pending demand of eighty or ninety
thousand which is two years performance for the whole of Pakistan. So
it gives you an idea of how many telephone connections are required
against those that are being fitted.

Sardar Khizar Hayat Khan : Suplementary Sir, How many
telephone connections out of 234,151 are in rural area of the Punjab ?

Mr. Chairman: Have you got the figures ? Out of the 234,151
including Islamabad.

Malik Nur Hayat Khan Noon : Sir, Islamabad has 37,000,
Lahore Telecommunication Region has 86,000, so that leaves a
balance of 1,09,000 which is called the Central Communication Region
but we have no account for rural and urban separately.

Sardar Khizar Hayat Khan : Will the Minister be pleased to
state that telephone connections in rural area are very limited or almost
negligible and will the Government consider to raise the number of
telephones in villages also ?

Malik Nur Hayat Khan Noon : Yes Sir. we are considering
this very seriously on a large scale and with an increased capacity to
install telephones I am sure the member of installing new telephone
connections in rural areas will be increased.
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Mr. Chairman: Mr. Javed Jabbar.

Mr. Javed Jabbar : Wil the honourable Minister be able to
tell us the cost per connection Sir.

Malik Nur Hayat Khan Noon: 45,000 telephone connections
were put up at a cost of one hundred and sixty crore. So it is above 4 or
5 thousand per connecton and we have a break down of one hundred
and sixty crore, if the honourable Senator would like to know.

Mr. Chairman : Mir Dad Khel.
SN2k a S L PP ik oz I
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Malik Nur Hayat Khan Noon : I need fresh notice Sir, for

this.
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Malik Nur Hayat Khan Noon : So, I will certainly look into

it.

Mr. Chairman : [ think this finishes the questions, sorry,
Professor Khurshid Ahmad.
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Mr. Chairman : It would not arise out of this but the
honourable Minister can throw some light on this.
Malik Nur Hayat Khan Noon: Ihave had an opportunity of
discussing this with some of the senior officials in the Ministry Sir, and
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there seems to be three main reasons, one is heat, the other is dust,
because the machinery we are installing and have been installing is
rather sensitive. We are going to look into this and try to improve the
situation. The third main reason is that out of every hundred lines,
according to the experts, we should have given connections for 91 or 92
telephones and eight or nine should be free. But unfortunately the
situation is that telephone many exchanges are overloaded and to the
extent of 97 and 98 connections per hundred available connections
‘have been given. This results'in getting wrong numbers, it results in
cross, cross talks, it also results in lines being dropped in the middle of
conversation. The pressure for new connections is normal. We are also
trying not to disconnect phones in order to improve the situation and
we are trying to expend the facilities and to bring right proportion into
these telephone exchanges so that the service imporves.
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That Mr. Muhammad Tariq Choudhary, Senator, rang up
from Lahore to say that he is unable to attend the Senate session
today, the 24th February, his adjournment motion and questions may
please be postponed for 26th, Wednesday.

There is no application from Senator Tariq. And unless there is

an application he cannot be absent from the House and if he cannot be

‘absent from the House, then the question of postponing his

adjournment motion does not arise. So. the motion lapses. Next one.
This is also in his name. So, this also lapses.

Next one Qazi Hussain Ahmad Sahib No. 96.

ADJOURNMENT MOTION: RE : TRAINING OF AFGHAN
SOLDIERS IN INDIA
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Mr. Chairman : Is it being opposed ? Jinab Zain Noorani
Sahib.

Mr. Zain Noorani : Sir, on teachnical grounds, it is opposed.

First of all, the item appeared on 19th February, in a newspaper
and notice has been given on 22nd February. So, the honourable
Senator himself did not avail of the provision of urgency. Secondly,
from the notice itself, you will notice that it does not relate to one single
incident but to at least two different incidents. One—Training of
certain people belonging to Afghanistan in India ; and
secondly—arrival of some sort of a Military Mission in India.

Thirdly—The Military Mission as mentioned in the notice of
the adjournment motion, arrived in India sometimes in the third week
of January. So, under no circumstances, it could have a reference in an
adjournment motion which was made to it on the 22nd of February.
However, it is a matter which the honourable Senator has very kindly
brought to the notice of this House and if you permit me I could make a
very short statement on it.

Mr. Chairman : Yes please.

Mr. Zain Noorani : The report on which the adjournment
motion is based fas not been confirmed or denied by the Government
of India. However, there have been earlier reports concerning
provision of assistance including military training by the Government
of India to the Kabul regime. Clearly this cooperation and assistance
by India to the Kabul regime is inconsistent with the spirit of the U.N.
resolution on Afghanistan. The Government of Pakistan has,
: therefore, noted the report with concern and regret. As this agust
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House is welt aware, India is one of a small minority of countries which
have not supported the U.N. resolution on Afghanistan. At the last
session of the U.N. General Assembly, as in previous sessions, India
once again abstained on the Afghanistant resolution. As Indian
cooperation with the Kabul regime like the Indian stand on
Afghanistan, is not a matter of recent occurence. In accordance with
the rules this adjournment motion may be not be admitted. I thank
you, Sir.
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Mr. Chairman : Thanks. Not pressed.

Next—Janab Abdur Rahim Mir Dad Khel Sahib. On the recent
clashes between two groups of Taxila Engineering University students.

ADJOURNMENT MOTION; RE :CLASHES BETWEEN TWO
GROUPS OF TAXILA ENGINEERING UNIVERSITY
STUDENTS
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Mr. Chairman: Isit being opposed ? Janab Sartaj Aziz Sahib.

Mr. Sartaj Aziz : Sir. on behalf of the Interior Minister. |
would like to point out that this is a matter which is essentially a law



. ADJOURNMENT MOTION ; RE : NON-AVAILARILITY OF MEDICINES TO
PATIENTS IN ISLAMABAD HOSPITAL COMPLEX

and order matter, the concern of the provincial Government and,
therefore, under 71 (f), it is not admissible. I would also like to point
out that two FIRs have been registered in this case on 19th of
February. Therefore, under 71 (1), the matter is subjudice and,
therefore, it is not admissible for discussion. As far as the facts of the
case are concerned, they have been reported in the newspapers and the
matter will be decided only when the court case has been disposed of.

Mr. Chairman : Thank you. Mir Dad Khel please.
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So, I will have to rule it out of qrder.
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ADJOURMENT MOTION; RE : NON-AVAILABILITY OF
MEDICINES TO PATIENTS IN ISLAMABAD HOSPITAL
COMPLEX
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Mr. Chairman : Is it being opposed ?

Begum Afsar Raza Qizilbash: Yes Mr. Chairman,with your
permission, I would like to inform the honourable Senator that I
oppose the motion as Islamabad hospital complex is not yet formally
commissioning and declared open to public. For out-door patients the
unit in the hospital named as General Medicines, General Surgery,
Dental Surgery and Children Department are functioning on trial basis
only. As far as the specific complaint is concerned that the patient do
not get medicines is not correct. Every patient who attends the hospital,
gets the medicines prescribed by the doctor who examines him.
Adequate quantities of medicine are available in the hospital. With
regard to the availability of good doctors for consultation, highly

qualifed specialists and senior medical officers with many years of
experience are available for consultation. However, as explained

earlier, the hospital has not yet become fully operational and therefore,
it is quite likely that the patients in question would have experienced
some inconvinience. Thank you Sir.
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Begum Afsar Raza Qizilbash: Mr. Chairman,l have already
mentioned that the Hospital Complex has not been declared open yet
but if the honourable Member insists, I would definitely meet the
people and give them the information. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman : So it is not being pressed.
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Mr. Chairman : This finishes the adjournment motions for

today. We come to the next item on the Order Of The Day. Mr. Hasan

A. Shaikh is to present his report i.e. the report of the Standing
Committee.

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE
Sardar Khizar Hayat Khan : Point of 'order Sir, before the
honourable Senator Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh presents his report, [ want to
submit that I am also a member of this ‘committee, the draft of the
report has not been presented to the committee and it will be a report of
Mr. Hasan, Chairman, because no meeting has been held to finalize the
report. Therefore, the report cannot be presented today.

An honourable Member : Sir, he was absent and the quorum
was complete and the meeting was held. So, if he was absent, he should
have come. We could not wait for him.

Sardar Khizar Hayat Khan : When was this meeting held ?

Mr. Chairman: I think if the meeting was held and duly called
and it was attended and the quorum was complete....... (interruption).

Sardar Khizar Hayat Khan: Sir, I was not given
notice......... (interruption).

S iy - G SPL STz A.ff &6
G I

Mr. Chairman : I think let Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh present the
report. I think the point of order raised by Sardar Khizar Hayat has

been adequately answered.

Mr. Iqgbal Ahmad Khan: Sir, I just submit that the Acting
Chairman has just mentioned here that the day when the meeting was
held, Sardar Khizar Hayat did not attend the meeting inspite of notice.
Sir. it has been incorporated in the report that the final meeting of the
committee was held on 11th February, 1986 which was attended by the
senators the name of Sardar Khizar Hayat Khan is very much there
amongst those members who attended the meeting.
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Sardar Khizar Hayat Khan : [ reiterate Sir, that no draft was

presented in the meeting.

Mr. Chairman : [ think the correct situation as I have been
informed is that Sardar Khizar Hayat did arrive on that day but he did

notattend the meeting and he signed the register of attendance after the
meeting was practically over. So, I think that finishes that objection

also.

Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh : Sir, I beg to present the report of the
Standing Committee on the Bill further to amend the Constitution of
Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the Constitution (Nineth amendment)
Bill, 1985.

Mr. Chairman: The report is laid. Well, I thing after two days
notice again they would come up with a motion under Rule, 84 or 87
one of those rules, 83 rather.

é/—u”/}‘(f{t&// submit {UW.&J{"J:«{U'U.T/ :i";ﬁ)(fﬁ' =
l Bty 9K sl
p{[.ul‘z"_?bﬁ;gu;;;‘gﬁn present d’ajzj; d://ﬁ?n..at?
U);)‘Zu‘/move Jru/.;’f.:fixxr'/;}du‘%:&‘-,b&'..:7’7;//’
: Gzl = o0 /-’LO’LZ—//'/
_gvg‘fiqgm—;/’/‘aﬂ/‘gﬁu"’ﬁ’
Mr. Chairman : Time for consideration of the bill.
_ﬂﬂgiLJ'u;»

GENERAL DISCUSSION ON : THE C.LIs. REPORT

Mr. Chairman: We come to the next item, further discussion
on the following reports of the Council of Islamic Ideology, reports for
the year 1978-79, 80-81, 81-82, 82-83, 83-84. So, the subject is open for
discussion. We started this debate with the first major subject of 4 "(Z#
and .:J)lf - We have heard three speakers already. Anybody else ?
The three speakers already heard are Mr. Rahat Saeed -Chhatari,
Nawabzada Jahangir Shah and Shahzada Burhan-ud-Din Khan.
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Mr. Laplace, I do not find any reference to God in your s;n;tem,
he replied : Your majesty, I do not need God.
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“Pakistan has been established as an embodiment of Islam™.
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you. The house is adjourned to meet
again at 6.35 for half an hour.

[The house adjourned for Maghrab Prayers].

[The House re-assembled after the interval with Mr. Chairman :
(Mr. Ghulam Ishaq Khan) in the Chair].
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“We profess to favour democracy and at the same time we
- say that we cannot tolerate a recently elected Parliament which
has a Communist majority because we are apprehensive of
future irregualrities, on the faith of which, this is inconsistent.
But the problem is not a new one. What an up-holder of
democracy has to do when a majority votes against democracy.
I think the answer is that democracy involves legal
opportunities for changes of opinion and that it is un-
demoratic to allow a momentarily popular click to secure itself

into power indifinitely”.

f‘g" ommentatorKdd‘}”l,fg_/_/';@//é:‘dl

But there are and there must be limits to this freedom. For
instance, could we permit Communist schools within the
national education system. My answer, quite clearly, would be
‘No’. On these grounds it is the duty of the Government to

maintain national unity™.
J/ 9171(0)/ Jzir

The difference between us and the authoritarian states is
not absolute. It is that they will tolerate divergency at no stage
and we are prepared to take action only with great reluctance
and as a last resort”.
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The house is adjourned to meet on Wednesday after Maghrab
at quarter past six which is an official day, for official business. Thank

you.

[The House adjourned to meet again at quarter past six of the
clock in the evening on Wednesday, on February 26, 1986 .




