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LEAVE OF ABSENCE
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POINT OF ORDER REGARDING INCORRECT REPORTING
OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE SENATE

Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Saeed Qadir:‘ Point of order.
Mr. Chairman: . Yes please.

Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Saeed Qadir: Mr. Chairman, I would like to
draw your attention to the fact that yesterday’s debate on the
adjournment motions as reported in the daily ‘Muslim’ of this morning
is factually inaccurately reported. The paper states that four
adjournment motions were ruled out of order but the fact is as the
Chair is well aware that I had not pressed my motion and this fact has
not been reported there and my motion has also been linked to the
other three:. I would request that the paper be directed to report
factual statements. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman: The point of order is valid and [ would request
the paper to make the necessary correction as soon as possible.
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Mr. Chairman: Is it being opposed ?

Mr. Zain Noorani: Yes Sir.
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Mr. Zain Noorani: Mr. Chairman, Sir, as I said, I oppose this
motion because it is not based on facts. There has been no breach of
privilege. No wrong statement has been made and the Cabinet Division

vave a report which was based on facts, so that the people of Pakistan
may not misunderstand the situation. I would seek your indulgence in
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cxplaining a few things in answer to what the honourable Senator has

said.

Firstand foremost, Sir, I am very glad to learn anq to know that
the honourable Senator feels so moved about the fate of those
unfortunate people stranded in Bangladesh. He has referred to them as
Biharis. I will not refer to them as Biharis. As far as | am concerned.
they are those who either themselves or their parents opted to be
Pakistanis when they went to Bangladesh in 1947. They have as much
right to claim Pakistani nationality as any of us. However, where does
the difficulty arise ? The difficulty arose because the so-called self
proclaimed champion of peoples’ rights—the previous.Prime Minister
of this country entered into two shameful agreements, one with India
and the other a tri-partite agreement between India, Bangladesh and
Pakistan in which he conceded—it was he who conceded—that these
stranded Pakistanis would be considered as nationals of Bangladesh.

Voice : Shame. Shame.

Mr. Zain Noorani: Sir, [ wish these crocodile tears had been
shed in 1973-74 when the right of these people was mortgaged away by
- the then Prime Minister of Pakistan. But this government realising

that a wrong had been done has seriously been re-considering this
matter trying to find a way out of getting out of this awkward situation.
The President of Pakistan set up a Secretaries’ Committee to go into
the problem of repatriation of non-Bengalis from Bangladesh and to
“work out the modalities for their repatriation and rehabilitation on the
assumption that all the necessary funds would be made available by an
outside agency. Subsequently on receipt of a report from this
Committee a special Ministerial Committee was set up which decided
lo prepare a comprehensive plan of action for the repatriation and
rehabilitation of non-Bengalis from Bangladesh. This Committee also
decided to approach Rabeta-e-Alam-e-Islami to manage to raise the
funds for the same. The total requirement would amount to 6897
million rupees or about 489 million US dollars. Till today the Rabata<-
Alam-e-Islami has not conveyed to the Government of Pakistan that
they have succeeded in raising these funds. The only person who keeps
on issuing statements off and on about this matter is Lord Ennals to
whom the honourable Senator has referred. He had been informed by
the Government of Pakistan that we appreciate his efforts but he
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should co-ordinate them along with the Rabeta and that we would deal
through them. Neither Shah Fahad’s brother has issued any statement
nor the Rabeta has given us to understand that this amount has been
collected. From time to time Lord Ennals comes out with the
statement, some times claiming that he has got a bank guarantee, some
times claiming that he has been able to raise funds. But where are those
funds ? I do not know, neither the Government of Pakistan knows.

Sir, I would like to make one thing more clear, through you, not
only to the honourable Senator but'if you permit also the people of
Pakistan that when people talk of stranded Biharis in Bangladesh, they
misunderstand as to who is stranded there. It is not merely those people
who opted to go to Bangladesh or rather to East Pakistan in 1947.
Among those stranded although the bulk of them are those who are
originally Biharis but there are also some who went to East Pakistan
from these very four provinces to earn their livelihood. They too are
stranded over there. According to the agreement, where the right of all

these people was conceded, it was decided that at that stage Pakistan -

would take one lakh seventy five thousand of those people into
Pakistan. In my opinion and if justice were to be done, Pakistan should
have insisted on absorbing each and every one of them but as I said that
was not done.

So, Pakistan not only fulfilled its part of the agreement, not only
did 1t accept those one lakh seventy five thousand but after that as a
special case General Zai-ul-Haq who was then the President of
Pakistan ordered the acceptance of more people belonging to divided
families and special hardship cases. More than forty thousand of these
have also come from Bangladesh. As far as the remaining people are
concerned, as I said, the Cabinet Division has not given any false
impression. As yet we have not been conveyed by the Rabeta that the
money is there. Lord Ennals issues press statements but where the
money is we do not know or if it is there at all.

As far as the contention of the Cabinet Division about using the
word “humanitarian™. 1 have explained the difficulty that in view of the
bartering away of their rights in those two agreements with other
nations we have to give a reason why are we now accepting them and
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that s why we say on humanitarian grounds. besides the fact that it 7\
réeﬁly an humantarian issue. I have visited those people, I know that it
is the need of the hour to get them over here. Further to this that the
government is sincere about it. Only a few days back the statement of
the Prime Minister of Pakistan has been published in almost all the
newspapers over here that the Government of Pakistan is taking urgent
and necessary steps to repatriate those stranded in Bengladesh to
Pakistan. °

In view of this facts Sir, there has been no breach of privilege of

this House and I assure them that not only the resolution of the Senate
but the claim of thses people to come to Paksitan will very seriously be
considered and the shortest possible time will be taken to get them to
Pakistan as soon as the funds are available. I thank you Sir.
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Mr. Zain Noorani: Sir, may I have two minutes because it is
necessary in view of what has recently been said?

[Mar. 17, 1987

Mr. Chairman: If you can avoid going into the past history. I
think it would be preferable.
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Mr. Zain Noorani: ~ Sir. because miention has been made of a
statement which has already been contradicted.

Mr. Chairman: Then of course. you can state.
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Mr. Zain Noorani: Sir. [ only wish to say that as far a~ the
statement just made by the honourable Senator is concerned Tam glad
that there is no difference of opinion between him and me. He also
considers them Bihari Pakistanis. I consider them Pakistanis. So. there
is no difference as far as that is concerned. A reference has been made
to.a misquoted statement of a high dignitary of the Government of
Pakistan having been made in Karachi which was immediately
contradicted. Thirdly I want to make one thing clear. that Lord Ennals
1s not part and parcel of the Rabeta and is not officially concerned with
the Rabeta. It is upto Rabeta whether they want to contradict what he

' says or not, but we know what the Rabeta has told us that the amount
hds not been collected and that is what 1 have said. that is what the
Cabinet Division has said. There is no reason and there is no
authenticity being produced to doubt the statement of the Cabinet
Division and finally Sir, as far as the islamization is concerned. il my
memory does not fail me, it was the previous regime that declared
Friday as holiday because Pakistan was an Islamic State and it was also
the previous regime that islamized the system in Pakistan, at least to
this extent in order to try.......

Mr. Chairman: [ think thatis going into the past history again
which is not relevant to the present issue.

Mr. Zain Noorani: Right Sir.

Mr. Chairman: The privilege motion is based on the
contention of Maulana Kausar Niazi that the Cabinet Division in its
report of 5th February (on the repatriation of Beharis from



<220 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [Mar. 17.1987
[Mr. Chairman]
Bangla Desh which was circulated to members of this honourable
House. has misquoted and misled the House because in that report the
Cabinet Division says .

“The Government of Pakistan is constantly in touch with
the Rabeta through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to
generate the requisite funds as promised. According to
the latest information the Rabeta is still making its efforts
to mobilize the requisite funds. As soon as the funds are
available the Government of Pakistan will not hesitate to
take the appropriate action™.

Which means that while according to the Cabinet Division funds (on
repatriation purposes) are still not available, there is (contradicting the
contention of the Cabinet Division) a statement by Lord Ennals—
whatever his status and capacity—that funds to the extent of 300
million dollars are available and have been collected. Now the question
is whether that statement is based on facts or it is not based on facts.
Lord Ennals, If I correctly remember—and it was in the context of the
first resolution moved by Maulana Kausar Niazi on the subject..
reported-was to have stated even in the middle of 1986 that 300 million
dollars are available. He is still repeating that statement but the
difficulty appears to be that while the government is searching for the
bird in hand, Ennals is pointing to the two in the bush—out in the
desert. They may be there in the bush but the bird in hand is not there
yet and this is what the Cabinet Division has tried to point it out in its
report. It is also not the duty of either the Rabeta or of the Government
to go on contradicting all irresponsible statement that are made on the
subject. I am not commenting and I am not criticising the status of
Lord Ennals but the statement attributed to him is definitely
irresponsible because he has been repeating it without any proof
whatsoever where and in what form these three hundred million dollars
are available. According to the press, only I think a couple of weeks
back, the Chairman of the Rabeta-e-Alm-e-Islami (Dr. Naseef) was
here in this country. If any one was really interested in knowing what
the status of the funds was he could have been aproached and he, on his
own, made no statement whatsoever. That in itself would belie the
statement of Lord Ennals that three hundred million dollars are
available with the Rabeta.
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This apart, here we are dealing with a motion and on this I

think, several rulings have been given in the past that if a motion is
based on something which is factually incorrect and the government
denies it then in the absence of any independent additional evidence
the motion will have to be considered as out of order. Let me refer to
one of the previous decision which is before me, it says: “where facts
are not admitted by government, Members desirous to move the
motion must adduce some further facts or authentic information to
support the motion”. Now if 1t was really contended that funds are
available with the Rabeta, which according to the Cabinet Division are
not, but they have not intimated this fact to the Government of
Pakistan then Dr. Naseef when he was here as Chairman of the Rabeta,
J{/'Ju'f ol ~  hecould have been contacted and the facts could have
been verified from him. This was not done. In the circumstances when
facts are denied or when government disputes the facts stated in the
notice as Mr. Noorani has done and no independent evidence is
produced to the contrary the government version of the facts is
ordinarily accepted according to the universal Parliamentary Practice.

So. the motion will have to be ruled out of order. Y

ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS

Mr. Chairman: Adjournment motion No. 9. Mr. Muhammad
Tariq Chaudhary.

(Ir RE: SURVEY REPORT THAT 75 TON GOLD IS
SUMGGLED IN TO PAKISTAN EVERY YEAR
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Mr. Chairman: Is it being opposed ?

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Opposed.
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Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Saeed Qadir: Sir. nothing has been stated on
the admissibility. so far.

Mr. Chairman: Janab Chaudhary Sahib.
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Mr. Wasim Sajjad:  Sir, luckily. I have neither to support the
smugglers nor Mr. Tariq Chaudhary. 1 have to speak on the
technicalities as laid down in Rule 71 and to submit before you Sir, that
it should be ruled out of order because it does not qualify under this
rule. Firstly, Sir, it is purely hypothetical to state that 75 tons gold is
being smuggled into Pakistan every year. There is no official record of
this nature which is purely a supposition on the part of some body. I can
say it is not 75, it is 74. Sombody may say it is 80. So. it is purely
hypothetical.

Secondly. it is not a single specific issue. Smuggling if it has
taken place. it is over a period of time. Therelore, it is not a matter of
recent occurrence.

Thirdly. Sir. it does not deal with a single specific issue which is
a requirement of Rule 71. If smuggling has taken place over a long
period of time, it must be several incidents of smuggling which together
amount to this much of gold being smuggled. So, for these reasons. I
would submit that this may kindly be ruled out of order.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. -

-

The news item on which this motion is based reads as follows -
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So, it is, I think, as the honourable Minister has stated,‘ not
confined to one single issue although in the motion the honourable
Senator has referred only to the 75 tons of gold which is being
smuggled annually. The other is that it is a continuing affair, nobody is
denying that. Smuggling is taking place in this country but it is not one
single matter, one single occurrence which can be pin-pointed and
something which is continuing over a number of years that cannot be
made the subject of an adjournment motion. I think, also from the
trend of the motion, it appears : -
S
(= # . R T
".’J&%JW@U;J({ZZ—{&JU({W UD’L-&’_:L w__,,/,/‘
It extends the scope of the adjournment motion not only to a specific
incident of smuggling but to the entire import policy of the government
and that can be discussed and debated on the basis of a resolution
which if the honourable member so wishes, can move under Rule 87

but it cannot be the subject matter of an adjournment motion. So, ruled
out.
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Mr. Chairman: s it opposed ?
Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Yes Sir.
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Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Sir. first I deal with the adjournment
motion of Maulana Kausar Niazi. He has first of all given or

reproduced certain facts as given in the newspaper and then in the
concluding portion he says.
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Now this Sir. directly rules this adjournment motion out of order under
71(g) which says :

it shall not contain arguments, inferences. ironical
expressions or defamatory statements™.

And wherever any mover of the motion draws an inference or makes an
ironical expression straight away that is ruled out. Secondly Sir, this is
a. matter as_ Senator Tariq Chaudhary has very rightly said,
‘g_).’d‘t¢4;~’/¢ e d-"'." the government very much regrets
this. The government is very much concerned about this but
nevertheless Sir, these incidents have been going on and this is a matter
within the provincial field and the provincial government is taking all
steps within its powers to prevent the occurrence of these incidents and
since it is a matter which has been going on for somctimes. These
incidents have been going on, therefore, Sir, it is not orfe definite issuc
and it is not a matter of recent occurrence. Also Sir, this matter or |
would say discussion on matters of this nature has already taken place
in the National Assembly and in the Senate and it is, therefore, hit by
Rule 71 (d) which says :

“it shall not revive discussion on a matter which has been

discussed in the same session or in the Assembly within

the last six months -

Detailed discussion has taken place on the law and order in A

which this matter came up specifically for mention by the members.
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Theh' Sir, because this was an incident which was a criminal act,
therefore, cases were registered and these cases now are pending before

courts of law or at least investigation is pending and, therefore. it
would be hit by Rule 71(1) which says :

“it shall not relate to a matter pending before any court or
other authority performing judicial or quasi-judicial
functions.™

For all these reasons. Sir. I would submit that these adjournment
motions may kindly be ruled out of order.

Mr. Chairman: 1 agree with the technical reasons given by the
honourable Minister that the motion under several rules would not be
aceeptable but 1 would like to point out one inaccuracy also in the
motion moved by Maulana Kausar Niazi,

u&ﬁ&ldﬂwl)glﬁ;_ﬁfg/;l_faQ’/w;fgﬁly}»u Uy
~ 1{4_.‘%’4./—()3‘4” g L

This statement, I am alraid,is not correct. There has been some mis-
readimg of the Press report on this, What the Press report sayvs s
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Now there is a text below this and there is a text to the side of 1t but the
correct reading of the news item s that this portion

Py L‘Cdyjﬁ_,.,m(ﬁa.u’,;tA:JLuL_JuN&M;M’
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So. it was not in the office of the Tttehad-c-Islami but it was i a truck
outside this office in w hich this incident took place and thisis what was
reported by other papers also.
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and that was in the truek actually and not in the office.
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So. Ithink to that extent the statement also s not based on facts.
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So. this motion is inadmissible under Rule 71 (a, b, cand d) as well as (g
and J). Ruled out
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(111) RE : INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED BY THE DISTT.
POPULATION PLANNING OFFICER, THARPARKAR TO
WOMEN MOTIVATORS
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Mr. Zain Noorani:  Opposed. Sir.

Mir. Ali Nawaz Khan Talpur: Sir, I come from Tharparkar.
There 1s no such thing as has been stated by the honourable Senator.
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Mr. Chairman: This is no point of order to interrupt an
honourable member.

(e O e
L O L - AR Caihad



R

ADJIOURNMENT MOTION | Ra
REINSTRECTIONS ISSUED BY THE DISTT POPUT ATION PELANNING
OFFICER, THARPARKAR TO WOMEN MOTIN ATORS

...;,I:&JML_';U/’d{:ILE, H{}’é‘{;q"-)b‘;ﬂ"dﬁf’/(J;{}J,‘é‘,j;
w o o > Lo / -
- (_{’)‘4)/{'9-5/%4/@2)/((/%:‘9% :ij %Uﬁ/vw}f"—/'f/)‘ﬂh—r'y(

Mr. Zain Noorani: Sir, I oppose this. First of all I do not think
it meets with any of the requirements for admissibility.

In the firstinstance. the report in the “Jasarat” appeared on 25th
of February 1987 and the 2y~ and the mental anguish of the
honourable Senator started on the first of March. 1987.

Secondly. Sir. unfortunately or fortunately “Jasarat™ is being
edited by a very dear friend of mine. therefore. I don not want to say
that every thing contained in it is not 100% correct.

As the honourable Senator Talpur has said correctly. there is no
compulsory sterilization either in Tharparkar or any other part of
Sind.

Finally. Sir. besides these points let me mtorm the honourable
Senator through you that according to the Transter of Population
Weltare Programme Field Activity Ordinance. 1983. the field activities
have been transferred to the provinees and arce a provincial subject not
a federal matter. Thank vou. Si

LMLJM}ZJQL)JIYKJ}JUZ&IJL ‘ﬁ;ﬁ&‘r _‘i_ué%_":_lf.
%/é)j A7 l*’Cz{ Byl U”i{,fj ekt S L_/J’//,
Z JZW@Wu{iﬁﬁ’ﬁ‘ﬁeuﬁ&f’{wgé_&(yﬁg
I SRS SN =) RS
e L./@w,-/.fq‘wzéga%.{d/gcrﬁfaﬁ/? oy
D,

" unless facts can be substantiated by corroborative
evidence of ummpceachable integrity. a news item cannot
torm the subject of an adjournment motion™”.
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THE PAKISTAN WATER AND POWER DEVELOPMENT (AMENDMENT) BILL, 233
1987
Mr. Chairman: So. this brings us to the end of the
adjournment motions. or rather the time for adjournment motions.

We take up the régular agenda. Item No. 2. Kuazi Abdul Majid
Abid. (Not present).

P

THE PAKISTAN WATER AND POWER DEVELOPMENT
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 1987

Mr. Wasim Sajjad:  Sir. with your permission 1 beg to
introduce :

A Bill further to amend the Pakistan Water and Power
Development Authority Act, 1958 [The Pakistan Water
and Power Development (Amendment) Bill, 1987].

Mr. Chairman: The Bill further to amend the Pakistan
Water and Power Development Authority Act, 1958 [The Pakistan
Water and Power Development Authority (Amendment) Bill, 1987]
stands introduced and is referred to the Standing Committee.

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro: Point of order Sir. You were
pleased before to tell us whenever they bring a Bill for amendment, they
would also supply us a copy of the Bill or Act. If it is too big then copy
of the relevant portion which they are seeking to amend. So. I would
through you remind them that when they want to introduce a Bill for
amending anything. at least they should give us a copy of that relevant
portion which they are seeking to amend.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad:  We will do it Sir, but the appropriate stage
would be when it comes up for consideration. At the moment it will be
going to the Standing Committee.

Mr. Chairman: At least to the members of the Standing
Committee I think, it would be necessary to give them a copy of the
relevant portion of the Bill. The Bill is quite lengthy. So, probably it
may not be possible to supply it in adequate numbers but to the
Standing Committee I think, the relevant portions can be furnished.
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Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro: Sir, when it is introduced. it
becomes the property of the House. Before we permit anything to be
introduced, we should know what is being done.

Mr. Chairman: You are right.

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro: This is your decision earlier also,
Sir.

Mr. Chairman: This is true. I am sticking to that I am not
saying anything against this.

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro: Why should not the whole House
know what is being done.

Mr. Chairman: At thig stage I think, they will have first right
to know i.c. the Standing Committee what is happening to the Bill what
the nature of this amendment s But | think in due course of time
before this comes up for consideration by the House you would also get
copies of the relevant portion ol the Bill.

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro: That means at the time of
introduction we do not know what we are allowing to be introduced.

Mr. Chairman: Now that stands introduced automatically.”
The Rules do not give you any choice when it is a Government Bill it
stands introduced automatically and is also referred automatically to
the Standing Committee. To that extent the House has no choice.

THE CONSTITUTION (TENTH AMENDMENT) BILL, 1987

Mr. Chairman: We take up the first reading of item 3 :

“The Bill further to amend the Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan [The Constitution (Tenth Amend-
ment) Bill, 1987], as passed by the National Assembly, be
taken into consideration”. .

The debate was going on this. Who is going to be the first
speaker ? Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro.
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Mr. Ahmed . Mian Soomro: Sir. in principle at this stage I
would suppo}t the amendment. The reasons being firstly that this Bill
as it was originally introduced in the National Assembly contained
three amendments. One pertaining to the minimum number of days
being reduced. The second pertaining to the quorum being reduced to
1/6 and the third pertaining to four days break to be considered as
Wforking days. I am glad Sir, that better sense has prevailed with the
government and they rightly withdrew two of the* amendments
- namely—pertaing to the quorum and secondly the provision
pertaining to four days break being treated as working days. If those
had continued to be there and passed by the National Assembly it
would have affected our working and it would have been for us to see
whether that amendment would adversely affect our working. But now
with the withdrawal of those two amendments I think what is left really

pertains now only to the National Assembly and they having passed it
with more than 2/3rd majority. I personally feel it would not be right
for us to interfere in something which they want and in which we are in

no way affected. So, therefore Sir, as I said in principle, I support this
amendment primarily on that consideration.

Secondly, it tends to bring it in line to the 1973 Constitution
which is the general demand of the people of this country. But I admit

that there are more important amendments required to bring it to fit in
with the 1973 Constitution and I hope the government would take
‘steps in that right direction. Sir, this is the minimum that they have

prescribed which originally was there 130 days. Actually what was the
principle in raising it to 160 days I con not understand because this is
the minimum. If they want they can sit for 200 days, they can sit for the
. whole year depending on the work. We realized in the last year that
this 160 days make the Assembly to unnecessarily sit and discuss things
and pass the time which was not very ngcessary. Because here I would
like to inform the government that it has failed to bring forward
legislation which could have made that time to be rightly utilized.
There are a lot of mandatory legislation which they have to take but
which they have failed to take. They had ‘formed a Coristitution
Committee at the time announced the Constitution Committee which
was formed by the Prime Minister from the member of this Senate to
review the whole Constitution and particularly to review the hardship
cases under Martial Law to see that those political prisoners who are-
rotting in Jails, who under the ordinary law could not have been
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probably even one hour under arrest. But government inspite of
forming that Committee of which I have the privilege also of being a
member have failed even to call meetings of that Committee more
often, the only decision we have been able to take so far is that the
Prime Minister shall be a Muslim which in any case Sir, with this brute
majority which we do have in the National Assembly with the grace of
God of course we would always have a Muslim Prime Minister and if
such a vast majority wanted a non-Muslim which would have been very
unrealistic. So, as I said Sir, that Committee has failed to function as
promised in this Senate and as repreatedly promised by the Prime
Minister and I would, therefore, urge this Chairman but the worthy

Chairman was our previous Law Minister. Now we have a new
Chairman who is the new Law Minister but it does seem to have

affected the rate of functioning of this Assembly. It appears as is by the
time we takea decision even on one point which is most important,
namely, the hardship cases, probably all those people would have
undergone their sentences and have become a fait accompli.

I would therefore, very respectfully, through you, urge the
government to give this matter the proper attention it deserves and
amend the Constitution if necessary when we are amending the
Constitution. as amended by the Constitution (Eighth Amendment)
Act, the latest Act, and show the people that we are their
representatives. I am sorry to say, the public is very much disappointed
by our functioning which is almost now coming to the end of the
second year. We cannot be proud of our achievements except that
Martial Law has been removed. But many other things, which we
should do and which we have to do, should be given the proper weight
at which we should work.

Then Sir, technically, this amendment is being called the Tenth
Amendment there is no Ninth Amendment passed so far, and legally
each amendment gets its number from the time it is passed. If we pass
this amendment and call it the Tenth Amendment, I think, Sir, it would
appear rather ridiculous without a Ninth Amendment we have a Tenth
Amendment. And what I feel, is—the government has no intention to
pass the Ninth Amendment. They said government has not passed it, -
the Senate has passed it and passed it long ago. But it has goneinto cold
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storage there, and I hope I am wrong, but it seems that they have no
intention of passing the Ninth Amendment at least not before the
Tenth Amendment. So, I think it would be appropriate to name this as
the Ninth Amendment and if that is passed then that would be the
Tenth Amendment.

Mr. Chairman: I don’t want to interrupt you but this House
has passed a Bill already which this House has termed as the Ninth
Amendment. Now we are not concerned with what somebody else calls
this particular Bill. But as far as we are concerned, since we have
already approved the Constitutional (Ninth Amendment) Bill, this
automatically, logically and numerically becomes the Tenth
Amendment as far we are concerned. From the government point of
view, it may be a different issue. But as far the Senate is concerned, I
think, we are pre-empted from calling it something else than the Tenth
Amendment.

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro: Sir, I respectfully accept that but I
differ on this point that it would be an amendment only after it is

accepted by the National Assembly in accordance with the
Constitution. At present, it is still a Bill and not an Act. Therefore, my
submission is that our merely passing it takes us nowhere, as far as the
Constitution is concerned and if the National Assembly even changes a

comma in it, it has to come back to us, and therefore, until the time itis
passed it does not become the Ninth Amendment. If we pass this, this

would actually be the Ninth Amendment to the Constitution. This is
my humble submission of course, Sir, I will bow to your decision. But
this is what I feel and what I am presenting before you, and the House,
Sir.

Mr. Chairman: The decision has to be taken by the House.

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro: Inany case, Sir, when this is passed
it would be rather strange that we will call this as Tenth Amendment
without there being a Ninth Amendment in the Constitution. Sd, Sir, in
these circumstances I feel that since the National Assembly wants to
change its working without to the slightest extent affecting our
working and with the rate the government is going on with legislation it
finds no work for the Houses which should be otherwise, in fact, the
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days should be short and the work should be more. So, from that point
of view, Sir, I think, a minimum of 130 days saves time and money
when there is no work. :

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Prof. Khurshid, are your ready ?
Prof. Khurshid Ahmad: No, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: Then Shad Muhammad Khan. :
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Dr. Mahbubul Haq: Thank you Mr. Chairman. As we discuss
the Tenth Amendment Bill we must separate facts from fiction and
rhetoric from substance. As the Upper House it is incumbent on us to

review these issues with the cold and sober logic and I am delighted that
my fellow Senator, Javed Jabbar whom I have the pleasure to listen to
last evening and Senator Kausar Niazi just now have analysed the
issues with that kind of logical rigour. Sir, I will also like to address at
certain features of this Bill. It has been suggested that a proposal to
curtail the number of days.from 160 to 130 is an attempt by the
~ government to curtail the time available for legislative business and it
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Is also an attempt to curtail the opportunity for accountability of the

.government. Nothing can be farther from the truth and I think for this
purpose we need to analyse the record of the outgoing National
Assembly.

Sir, during the last year the National Assembly met for 160 days
as was required by the Constitution. But if we allow for two days break
it actually met for 114 days, on average as I tried to find out from the
Secretariat, an average sittings lasted for three Hours. So, in total
during this period (during the last year) it met for 342 hours, out of this
less than 100 hours were consumed for legislative business. Now. can
any one argue in good conscience and with any degree of logic that this
business could not have been transacted in lesser number of days. If the
National Assembly had been willing to meet for about eight hours a
day the entire business could have been finished in about 33 days and
the legislative business and the discussion that it had last year would
have taken only 12 days. And even if one ground that two days break is
necessary for rest and recuperation for overworked legislators it would
have taken a maximum of 45 days to conclude all that business if the
Assembly had met or had consented to meet for about eight hours a
day. So, the real question Mr. Chairman, is not the time period that is
available for transacting the business of the House of legislative nature.
Because there is no bar on the number of hours that the National
Assembly or this Senate can meet everyday. Certainly there is also no
requirement that it must have a break. If the business so requires the
Assembly as well as the Senate can meet in continuous session and as
such I would like to argue that even when the number of days are to be
reduced to 130 in a year, it is possible for the National Assembly, if we
focus on the right issues in the right legislative agenda, it is possible to
transact three times as much business by working longer hours and by
having lesser breaks. In fact Sir, this is what the public outside expect of

- the legislature. If we were to take a popular poll I do not believe that the
people are worried as to how many days the Parliament is going to
meet. What they are worried about is a kind of legislation it is going to
produce and what kind of grievances of the people it is going to redress.

In fact reduction in the number of days will enable the
government to devote more time to its real business which is governing

the country. It will also enable the government to devote time to
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preparing sensible legislation which takes time. If we all are occupied in

the Parliament it is not possible to develop the kind of legislation that
the members have been demanding and it will also give more time not
only to the members in the government but also to all the legislators to
spend time with the public to have a need back as to what kind of role
we are playing and what kind of role the public expect us to play.

In fact Sir, while this is true only of the minimum number of
days let us keep reminding ourselves that thete is no bar and no ceiling

on the maximum number of days and the Constitution very
thoughtfully has left the control on the maximum number of days. not
in the hands of the government but in the hands of the Parliament.
Because according to the constitutional provisions, one-fourth of the
Members National Assembly or of Senate can ask for the session of the
House to be convened and that session can not even be prorogued
except by the Speaker or by the Chairman as the case may be. So, the
real right to debate issues and debate for as long as necessary vests with
the members of the Parliament and if even one-fourth of the members
of Parliament are not willing to meet together to request that they
should meet together and can we believe that this is a function of the
number of days which are prescribed in any law. It is a voluntary will
exercised by at least one-fourth of the members of the Parliament. So
much for the time factor whether more time or less time will be
available for legislative business, it will make no difference Sir, in fact a
lot of more time can be spared if 130 days are spent more carefully.

Secondly, the question of accountability. Sir, it is true that the
Parliament has played a very major role in the last two years in the
accountability of the government. It is done through the questions
hour, previlege motions, adjournment motions, and over time I think,
a very respectable impressive tradition of accountability is being
established. But accountability, Sir, is not confined to the four walls of
this House, or to the National Assembly. Accountability is an on-going
process. Accountability is done everday by members of the Parliament,
and it is done by the members of the Parliament not by the walls of this
House. They don’t have to meet here in order to do accountability.
Accountability is done when there is any issue in public; when they
address any public meeting; when they give interviews to the Press;
when the committees of this Senate or the committees of the Assembly
meet without the benefit of the full meeting of the Houses. The process
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of accountability is an on-going process and it does not depend merely
on the number of days that we meet in .this House. Also, Sir,
accountability involves the accountability of all of us to the public and
it 1s necessary to leave sufficient time when we as members of the
Houses can go to the public and be accountable to them for what we
have done here, as well as to reflect the felt needs when we come back to
these Houses.

Sir, therefore, I would suggest that instead of chasing shadows.
we should focus on substantive issues, and 1 would identify two
su(bstantive issues ©—

N (1) Sir, substantive issue is a meaningful legislative agenda,
whigh responds to the felt needs of the nation and my proposal
would be that there should bg a committee of this House, the
Senate and the Assembly can have separate committees or they
can have a joint committee, to identify a legislative agenda
which can redress some of the urgent needs and grievances and
priorities of this nation high on that agenda I will put an Anti-
corruption Bill. We have talked about it here but we need
instead of a very deficient and defective system, a recti system
to detect and punish corruption. What we need is that a new
Anti-corruption Bill where by there is an efficient machinery
for detection of corruption; the special tribunal to try these
cases within a short period of time and their deterrent
punishments standing from life to death. But whatever we may
agree here, there is a great need and a felt need of this country
for an Anti-corruption Bill. Another priority item, I would say
is as to how we address the problems of our educated un-
employed youth ? I believe it will be necessary to develop both a
poiicy approach and a Bill for employment of this un-
employed educated youth. Similarly, for labour welfare thglast
rare legislation was about 15 years ago. It is incumbent on us to
review and to see in what degree and to what extent we can
improve some of thebenefitsenjoyed by labour, the minimum
wages legislation, the work as compensation legislation and all
the other legislations relating to labour welfare.

I would also suggest that there is a major need in the country for
national health insurance. It may be too early to think that we can
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cover everyone but can we at least think of a systerri in which when
there is a major risk to life—question of life and death, can that be
ensured ? So that it is not only a few privileged people who can have
access to excellent facilities abroad for heart transplant for kidney
transplant for other surgeries. But we can extend it to a large section of
our society. I am mentioning these just as illustrations, Sir, there is a
very large agenda and that is before the nation and it may be necessary
for us in both Houses not just to depend on the government but for us
to identify those needs to put pressure on the government to suggest
‘that those Bills responding to those needs should be brought before the
House.

The Second substantive issue I will mention before concluding
Mr. Chairman. is that let us activate the Committee system ; the real
business of legislatures all over the world is done in the committees. We
have committees but they are not either active or effective. They need a
mandate; a more than a mandate. They need office support, research
support ; they need the necessary staff support so that they can bring
sensible legislation to the House, and there is a time that is needed for
the work of these committees, otherwise, the House is meeting
whatever the number of days will become mere a debating society. So,
we would like to invite our colleagues to focus on these real issues to
take the advantage that now we are trying to make it functional
whatever number of days the House is to meet. What is the business of
the House that can be done within those days ?

I think we must move away from false issues to the real ones ;
from rhetoric to substance and I think it is too much to suggest that
curtailment from 160 days to 130 days for the National Assembly is the
end of the democracy ; that this is the most disastrous move that has
taken place in the last fourty years. I believe what is pertinent is—what
we do with these days ? And I hope, they will quickly pass this
legislation because the time of this House is precious, and then re-
group and focus on the issues : What kind of legislative agenda should
be developed for 1987-88 ? What kind of committee system we should
have ?and how best we can operate to respond to the felt needs of our

nation ?

Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much.

Professor Khurshid Sahib.
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“A legislature should be free to scrutinise the actions of the
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“Parliament has of course or three main purposes; first, to vote

supplies; second, to deal with the legislation, mainly that could

forward by the government of the day; but third and of equal

importance what Mr. Esquith used to call, ‘Grand Inquest of

the Nation.’... I think all of us know what it means; it means
" cheving the Ministers.”
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[ The House adjourned for Maghrab prayers].

g—
[ The House re-assembled after interval with Mr. Chairman ( Mr.
Ghulam Ishaqg Khan) in the Chair].
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Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh: Mr. Chairman, a very simple and what
most people thought uncontroversial Bill was presented before this
House after it had gone through all the stages in the National Assembly
and yet some of my friends have said that it was un-natural. I do not

know what is a natural Bill. Anything that caters to a need of the time,
anything that the government considers necessary, the government or

any other member of this House has a right to present a Bill to the
House. There is nothing natural or un-natural about it that epithet
appears to be fully wrong. There is no basis for it. Then it is said that it
is against all conventions that the goverhment is rushing through the
Bill. There is no such convention that I know that a simple Bill is
presented to the House, it should not go through immediately after it is
presented. Of course, the government from the very beginning has
taken up this stand that no member whether of the opposition or of the
government side will be stopped if he wants to speak on the subject.
There is going to be no hinderance or obstacle in the way of the people
who want to present their views before this House. The correct position
is that an honourable member who had started a debate, he is not
present today. Probably he has gone away. He wanted anyhow to
speak yesterday and therefore, this is a very unfortunate thing,
members make speeches here, they do not stay to understand the
reaction of other honourable members. He should have stayed today to
find out what is the reaction to his own speech. Thisisa very deplorable
state of affairs with some of our honourable members who make the
speeches and then they do not care to stay to understand the reaction of
their speeches.

Sir, technically he said, it is also not a correct Bill. This Bill
purports to amend Article 54 and Article 61, if you see Sir, proviso to
sub-article 2 of Article 54, it says;

“provided that the National Assembly shall meet for not less
than one hundred and (sixty) working days in each year.”

Thereis a bracket. bracket at portion of sixty has been indicated
in the foot note stating substituted by a Presidential Order No. 14 of
1985, therefore, the Presidential order No. 14 of 1985 substituted this
word sixty for previous provision and therefore, when the question of
amendment of this proviso comes, it is only this word sixty that will be
substituted by the word thirty or any other number, anybody, any
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member, or the Government wants to substitute that. Therefore,
technically, it is perfectly correct that word which was substituted by
P.O. Order No. 14 is now being substituted by word thirty. Then you
see Sir, in Article 61.

Article 61 needs provisions of Clauses (2) to (7) of Article 53,
Clauses (2) and (3) of Article 54 and Article 55 shall apply to the Senate
as they apply to the National Assembly and, in their application to the
Senate, shall have the effect as if references therein to the National
Assembly, Speaker and Deputy Speaker were references, respectively,
to the Senate, Chairman and Deputy Chairman and as if the proviso to
the said clause (2) of Article 54 for words and here you see Sir, in
bracket the words are %[one hundred and sixty] the word ninety were
substituted. Now, this word 2[One hundred sixty] in the foot note says;
2Substituted by P.O. Order No. 24 of 1985 Article 2. Therefore, the
original amendment was also made only by the Presidential Order No.
24 and it is correctly in the present amendment the words shown are
one hundred thirty for the word one hundred sixty. Technically also
there is no basis a statement that this is not a correct, technically correct
Bill or from the point of view of drafting there is any mistake or there is
any error or it is wrong. Unfortunately Sir, I do not think the members
who criticise it from the technical point of view had either consulted the
Draftsmen or had the advantage of studying it deeply to find out why
these two amendments, although relating to a same subject, were
separately specified in this amending Bill. When the question arises as
to whether there should be 160 days or 130 days besides this argument
that 130 days is to reverting back to the original position of 1973
Constitution, you may see Sir, that a year consists of 365 days, Firday
is a holiday, Saturday also is not working day in the Central
Government, so, if you Sir, calculate these two, 52 plus 52 that comes
to 104 plus 34 days as are shown as holidays in the list of holidays
issued by the Gentral Government including optional holidays, there
are 24 regular holidays and 10 optional hohdays, that brings a total of
130 days and if you deduct it from 365, only 227 days remain and out of
227, 130 is proportionately a much big number. Of course, it is not
suggested by the government or by the mover of the amending Bill that
this is the maximum that the National Assembly can not sit longer than
this period. It is said that this is the minimum. Now if the minimum is
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specified it does not stand in the way of the National Assembly to sit
longer. If the work demands the longer sittings can be arranged. It is
said that the Assembly did not sit for longer hours. That again must be
attributed to the position that existed as far as working condition was
concerned. There was no point in sitting longer if there was no work
available and when it is said that the government does not bring
substantial Bills for the purpose of consideration of the Parliament I do
not think anybody stops the private members from bringing the Bills if
they so desire. The Government will go according to its requirements
and if the requirements do not indicate more legislation well it is for
them to decide, it is not for us. But we will still suggest to the
government that they should examine the legislation in Pakistan. They
should see the Pakistan Penal Code, examine it and find out which of
these enactments require legislative amendments or if because of the
requirements of the modern age because of the fast changing
circumstances of Pakistan, there is necessity of further legislation, they
should bring it. But a most important aspect of this amendment is that
it does not try to curtail the working hours or working days of the
Senate. Working days of the Senate remain where they are, 90, and the
National Assembly by overwhelming majority, by more than two-third
of majority has passed the Bill. In their wisdom they thought it was a
necessary Bill, I do not understand how we take upon oursleves the
odium of saying that although the National Assembly has passed this
Bill yet it is not in their interest as we consider this not in their interest.

* Sir, my submission is tHat after the Bilthas gone through all the
stages in the National Assembly, I do not say this Senate is not
qualified, certainly Senate has the right to go through it but it is not for
the Senate to decide how-long the National Assembly should sit. There
is no indication that the government ‘has, as of today or for the
foreseeable future, thought of reducing the number of days for the
sitting of the Senate. Therefore, clearly the time we are taking for the
purpose of finalising this particular Constitutional amendment is the
time which is not in the interest of the Senate to take. The National
Assembly have already decided it by overwhelming majority and we
accept their wisdom. That House is wide enough, that House is strong
enough to determine what it needs ? v

An argument has been made that in certain countries the:’
number of working days has been larger. _I do not know whether in
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those countries what type of legislation has taken place ? Some of the
countries, namely, socialist countries, I happened Sir, to be present in a

socialist country where 42 members of Polet Bureau were elected, I was
present there at that time and what happened was—the Vice Chairman
stood up, gave a list of 42 members of the Polet Bureau and sat down.
The Chairman got up and said, “do you agree” ? Everybody said, *'1
agree”” and within almost 5 minutes the entire exercise was over. I do
* not know whether in that fashon some socialist countries have sat for a
period longer than the period we sit. What type of legislation they have
done ? But I am personally a witness to the fact that what in Pakistan
should have taken at least 3 or 4 days was passed absolutely within 5
minutes. We should really not go by these analogies. Every country
knows its own needs, its own requirements and acts accordingly. We
are not here to follow because it is being done in some countries.

In the British House of Commons, there is a recess for about 3
months. True it is that the British House of Commons sits longer. But
we have also to understand that in the British House of Commons all
the members are not necessarily present. It is only when the division
takes place that the members try to come and remain present,
otherwise not even a number requisite for quorum is present in the
House. In fact when the meeting of the House of Commons begins
sometimes they are not more than 5 or 6 people and even upto the time,
the Prime Minister’s question comes that is usually 45th question, there
are hardly about 30 or 35 people present, not even of quorum which is
40. So that everybody does his own work attends to his personal work
and then comes to attend the meeting of the House of Commons. Here,
if a person comes he has to do nothing else but to look after the House.

If he does so then all the other work which he wants to do is not
possible. England is a small country and most members are from

England. Ireish members do not come there. In Scotland and England,
only those people come who can motor down to their own countees at
any time they like. Therefore, to equate us with them when we do not
follow their conventions is not justified. We insist upon raising the
questions of quorum. I know that the other day one honourable
member raised a question of quorum and found that a number was to
the requisite and soon he walked out himself so that the number should
be reduced. Now this is never done in the House of Commons. In fact,
to my knowledge in the British House of Commons if a member
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deliberately reduces the quorum by going out it is a question of the
privilege of the House and he is to be chastised for that purpose.
Therefore, what we are really doing ? We are really insisting upon at
lcast the number of members requisite for quorum. Everybody to
remain present and if that sort of discipline we expect that everybody
will leave everything else and remain in the House for more than 130
days, then there is nothing wrong, if there is a work they should sit for
more than 130 days. I suppose the Senate does not sit for more than
90days, because there is no Budget Session in the Senate. Therefore,
- the time required for Budget purposes—for consideration of Budget is
probably reduced in our case.

Then Sir, a question was raised. if this is going to be the
provision for the purpose of fulfilling the requirements of 1973
Constitution then why were other provisions not amended ? Now if any
honourable member thinks any provision should be abondoned it is
‘open to him to bring an amending Bill. He has not done that. He has
not shown his anxiety to amend the Constitution. The Constitutionisa
very important document. They said this Constitution should be -
changed ; a large number of changes should be brought about in the
Constitution. This is not a Constituent Assembly. This is the
Parliament which deals with the normal legislative work. The
Constituent Assembly is exclusively devoted to Constitution-making.
Our Constitution was made after several years. Even Indian
Constitution, took about 5 years before the Constitution was finalised.
Therefore, to suggest that large amendments should be made in the
Constitution to be brought about for the purposes of the ideas of the
honourable members who criticise that no amendments should be
brought other than this small one. They had the opportunity to do it
themselves. Then I think Sir, you cannot have it both ways. If you say
that we want Constitution to be on the lines of what was there in 1973
Constitution, then you cannot say this is........... although you have
brought it because you have not brought any other provision,
therefore, we reject it or we oppose it. It comes to this. This is
opposition for the sake of opposition. I am very happy to note that at
least two of the members of the known opposition side have agreed
with the present amending Bills. They have supported it. Of course 1
know that there is one party consisting of three members in this House,
all the three have spoken against this Bill and they are probably going
to oppose it but we do not want to say anything about them. Why did
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they not say all these things when people in Pakistan were calling them
a ‘B’ team of certain people. If they were the ‘B’ team of Martial Law’s
regime then they should have said, ““we do not want this provision, this
should not have come”. They did not say that at that time. Now when
the present government is trying to remove some of the lacunas, they
are saying, no this should not have been there, from the very beginning
it should not have been there. I think this is a very salutary Bill, it will
help proper type of legislation in this country, it will help members to
know how much time they will have to spend because no member can
merely live on the membership of this House. He will have to exist on
his own by endeavouring to find out means of livelihood, all this will be
facilitated.

There was one objection that calendar of meeting is not
prepared annually. I think passing of this Bill will help the government
to prepare calendar of meeting for the next year. Unless this was passed
and passed expeditiously because 23rd of March is not far away, the
government would not have been able to prepare calendar of
meetings. For these reasons Sir, I strongly support the Bill, I strongly
urge upon this House to pass it with a large majority consistent with the
majority shown by the National Assembly.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much. Sahabzada Ilyas
Sahib.
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Mr. Abdul Majid Kazi : Mr. Chairman Sir, I am grateful to
you for giving me the floor to speak on the 10th Amendment which has

been passed by a majority of more than 2/3rd of the National Assembly
and has been transmitted to us for our consideration and further
action. Sir, this Bill in fact envisages to reduce the number of working
days from 160 to 130 in case of National Assembly and there is nothing
about the Senate and that remains as it is. In fact this is an attempt to
restore the original provisions of the Constitution which are Articles 56
and 61. I would say that if there had been in this Bill any ceiling fixed
for the maximum number of days then there was a point of concern.
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We can meet for 365 days in a year, there is no bar on that and this
amendment also does not put any embargo on this situation. Now as a
matter of fact if we see to Article 54 clause (3) of the Constitution it says
that if one fourth of the number of membership wants to summon the
Assembly it could send a requisition and give it to the Speaker and the
Speaker shall be obliged to summon the Assembly within fourteen

days. Now, as a matter of fact I would suggest here that the number of
quorum is also one-fourth and if three-fourth of the members, they

don’t want to call the Assembly then of course the Assembly cannot be
summoned. So as a matter of fact it is in the hands of the members if

they choose to call the Assembly they can do it that is not in the hands
of the government alone. The government which has got a majority
over three-fourth could also act in this way. So what I feel that this Bill

is very simple and it does not place any embargo on the maximum

number of days and it does not really curtail the powers of the
Assembly and this has been done with the proper wisdom of the

members of the National Assembly, we should respect their views. |
strongly support this as I don’t find any clause of any consequence
which could be of any harm to our Constitution. I wholly and fully
support this Bill I would only say in the end,

et ?Q/Jj'(;‘;ﬁ %
- The National Assembly has passed it and we should respect thenr views.
Thank you very much Sir.
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Explanation.—In this clause, “working days” includes any day
on which there is a joint sitting and any period, not exceeding
two days, for which the National Assembly is adjourned

‘,r’bcr"dl'ci_u"’)ﬂ -J’u’"’ f"//-)ﬂéi
Explanation added by the Constitution (Fourth Amendment) Act,
1975. ‘
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Mr. Chairman: May | request that movement in the House
should be restricted to what is absolutely essential. Please go ahead.
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Mr. Mumtaz Ahmed Khan: Mr. Chairman, Sir, I was not
present in the morning session unfortunately, so I could not take
benefit of the scholarly speeches made by the learned speakers this
morning. Now in the present session what I have been able togather, I
believe that some of the speakers have lent their full weight to the logic
and realism behind this amendment. I believe that it is a challenge to all
of us that we should make the best use of the time allotted to us as
members either of the National Assembly or of the Senate. It would
have been a matter of grave concern, if there would have been the
amendment that the ceiling, the maximum number of days was fixed
but it is only the minimum days. So, I think that we should make the
best use of the minimum days. There is no limit on the days we require

for the discharging our duties and for disposing of the work which is
allotted to us as members of Parliament. Now there is a question of
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relief also. We come here and represent the people of Pakistan. I believe
it is our duty that we value every second that is spent in the Parliament,
we do not indulge in long, long winded, far-fetched speeches,
filibustering and other tatics which have nothing to do with the
business in hand. So, if we really concentrate on the important items,
important business before us and we fix our priorities, I do not think
that we shall not be able to discharge our duties or to give full vent to
the emotions that we profess and we carry in our hearts. It is only a
limit on the minimum days for that.

So, how does it hurt either the privilege of the House or how
does it stand in the way of the work that we want to do for the service of
the people. If we are concise, we are to the point, we do not import
exterior matters, unconcerned factors in our speeches, we come here
with a commitment, with the passion that when we have to discharge
our duties as representative of the people in this House then we can also
ask for the extension of the time that is given tg us. There is no limit on
that, there is no ceiling on that. So, it should not be a matter of concern
for anybody. Unfortunately some of us may be, I am among them, we
are in love with our voice, we go on speaking and making speeches
which are far away from the theme or subject under discussion and that
takes most of the time of the House either in the National Assembly or
in the Senate. That is sheer waste of time, I think that is rather criminal
on our part when we waste the valuable time of the House which is
really meant for carrying out the business in the service of the people. I
think, that if we come. to the Parliament determined that we have to
take certain steps, we have to carry out certain duties which devolve
upon us from the people from whom we have got the mandate. We
should not indulge in any tactics or play to the gallery and waste the
time. The time before the House is ample, it is the whole year, if we are
really in a mood to work, who can stop us ? The amendment only refers
to a minimum time, its squeeze is on the minimum, it is not of the
maximum. So, I believe that it is a very reasonable, it is a logical, it is a
very realistic amendment and it does not hurt anybody’s privilege as a
member of the National Assembly or the Senate or Parliament. One
thing should always be clear that as Pakistanis we come here with a
sentiment to serve the cause of the people the problems of the people
are enourmous but we indulge in other matters. Opposition for the
sake of opposition does not help anybody. I will go to the-extent of
saying that opposition for the sake of opposition is immoral. It is no
service to the House, it is no service to the nation, it is no service to the
country. Thank You.
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you.
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Mr. Chairman: Thanks. This exhausts the list of the speakers
that T have before me, if there are no more speakers this would also then
conclude the debate of the first reading except for the winding up
speech of the honourable Minister for Justice and Parliamentary

Affairs and it is upto him whether he would like to wind up the debate
today or tomorrow morning.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: 1 would be grateful if I am permitted for
tomorrow morning.
Mr. Chairman: Right. If this is the wish of the House then I

think we will adjourn at this time to meet again tomorrow at ten
O’clock, in the morning. This stitting stands adjourned.’

[The House adjourned to meet again at ten of the clock in the
morning on Wednesday, March 18, 1987].

PCPP1-2431(87)Senate ~8-10-1988-300.



