SENATE OF PAKISTAN
SENATE DEBATES

Sunday, October, 11, 1987
The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall (Parliament
House), Islamabad, at five of the clock in the evening, with Mr. Deputy

Chairman (Malik Muhammad Ali Khan) in the Chair.
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PRIVILEGE MOTION RE: INCORRECT REPORTING IN T.V.
KHABARNAMA TELECAST AT 9.00 P.M. ON 4-10-1987
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PRIVILEGE MOTION RE: INCORRECT REPORTING IN T.V.
KHABARNAMA TELECAST AT 9.00 P.M. ON 4.10-1987
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(The House adjourned for Maghrab prayers.)

[ The House re-assembled after interval with Mr. Deputy Chair-
man (Malik Muhammad Ali Khan) in the Chair. ]
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(ii) RE: THE DECISION OF THE GOVERNMENT TO CANCEL THE
EXISTING PAKISTANI PASSPORTS.
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Raja Nadir Pervaiz Khan: Opposed.
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Raja Nadir Pervaiz Khan: This is connected with my previous
answer given a few days back Sir. The Government had adopted a
very liberal policy in 1970 for issuing Passports to the people who were
going abroad for employment and the police verification and attest-
ation linked with the issuance of identity cards was dropped. Any-
body who got the identity card could very easily get a passport. “As
a result of that some non-Pakistanis were able to get the national
identity cards and in turn they got the Passports and thus were able
to get the visas and go abroad. We got a report last year from our
Foreign Mission in Saudi Arabia regarding thousands of Afghan
refugees who had gone abroad on Pakistani Passports and were
employed there. We sent a team to Saudi Arabia which contacted
our Foreign Mission, which also contacted the Saudi officials and we
asked them to put for ward the proof /.e. the papers regarding which
they have said that about twenty five thousand Afghan Refugees were
in Saudi Arabia. But unluckily we were not able to get any. In a
joint meeting at Saudi Arabia it was decided that once these passports
~expire the people will be approaching the Foreign Missions. They
will be approaching our Embassy at Saudi Arabia and that is a time to
get hold of such passports which will be cancelled and a legal action
would be taken against there people. As regards the cancellation of
the passports stated by the honourable Member there is no such policy
to cancel all the passports of the Pakistanis who had genuinely got
them whether they were verified or not.  But we have adopted a new
policy. The new system of identity card, about which a few days
back on the floor of the House, | have given some details, has been
adopted. Witness has been linked up with “issuance of passports
and some other changes have also been made in that. | am sure Sir,
with the funds available, this policy of which the pilot project has
already been started in Islamabad and Rawalpindi will be enforced
in the whole country. The issuance of Passports is interlinked with
the new system of identity cards. | am sure all the bogus and illegal
passports will be detected within the country and the Foreign Missions
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in the Gulf states as well as in Saudi Arabia have been given instruc-
tions by the Government that once those people who have illegally
got hold of such passports come to the Missions their passports should
be checked and cancelled and legal action against them be taken. |
am sure Sir, once this policy is adopted, we will be able to catch hold
of these people who got the passports from Pakistan Government ille-
gally. | am sure, this brief statement of mine Sir, will satisfy the
honourable Member. There is no such policy as he has mentioned
that all the passports are going to be cancelled. Only those passports
which have gone in to the hands of non-pakistani immigrants whether
they are within the country or whether they have gone abroad will be
cancelled. Thank you Sir.
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(iii) RE: STATEMENT OF MR. G. M. SYED MADE IN INDIA SEEK-
ING HELP OF P.M. RAJIV GANDHI FOR ESTABLISHING
SINDHU DESH.
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Raja Nadir Pervaiz Khan: | oppose it Sir.
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Raja Nadir Pervaiz Khan: Sir, such unpatriotic remarks are very
unbecoming of my friend who is so patriotic for the country. He is
~calling us the friend of G.M. Syed. This motion concerns about the
recent visit of G.M. Syed to India where he had given a statement
to the ‘'Times’ of India and that was published in India and in some of the
news Papers in our country. The views he wanted to express were
regarding the creation of Pakistan and the merger of Sind in India.  Sir.
a similar motion a few months back was moved on the floor of the House
in the National Assembly that was the time when Mr. G.M. Syed
celebrated his birth day in his village in Sind.  The Federal Government
is fully alive to the situation, fully alive to such statements which are
unpatriotic, unbecoming of a Paknétap’b'_unbalanced person and clearly
depicts the narrow approach of a political leader which shows the
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basis of his politics, which shows the basis of his ideology. which
depicts what feelings he has gdt for the country where he lives and he
calls himself a leader, Sir, the patriotic elements in the Assembly also
moved privilege motions. All the patriotic elements in the country
echoed their sentiments through the Press regarding the statements
made by some of our political leaders on the foreign soil in the presence
of the foreign newspaper reporters and journalists.

On this issue Sir, the Prime Minister very rightly had given a state-

ment that this was the most irresponsible statement coming through a

man who calls himself a political leader. Leave aside the Government,

let the people be the judge. Let him expose himself on a foreign soil.
Let him expose himself on the soil of this country, the mother land so,

that the people must know the value of such statements whether they

are made on a foreign soil, whether they are made on the soil of this

country: The Prime Minister had very categorically advised the so-called

political leaders to refrain from making such statements, on the internal

situation of the country. How can a patriotic element and a patriotic

citizen of this country can accept such statements made by anybody

against the creation of Pakistan, against the Tehrik Movement for crea-

tion of Pakistan, regarding the merger of Sind with any other country? |
just want to further elaborate that on the floor of the House in the Na-
tional Assembly, a similar question was asked by Prof. Usman Ramz
which was answered on 8th October, 1987 and Rule 71 (d) of the Rules
of Procedure and the Conduct of Business in the Senate prohibits dis-
cussion of any such issue which has been discussed on the floor of the

National Assembly or the Senate within the past 6 months and there-

fore, with the statement which | have given Sir, | am sure, it would
_satisfy the honourable Member and he will not press his motion and
furthermore any statement which comes out in the newspapers special

by on’the foreign soil the authenticity of which can never be Very sure

and we cannot take it 100 % for granted that 'whqate,véb. has been

projected on a foreign soil especially in a country which is our staunch

enemy right from the creation of ?Fiagisian. How can we take it for

granted the @U_Bh?ﬁi,l@ifyf of the news which have been published in .

India.

Sir, | am sure, the Government is fully alive to the situation and
| assure the honourable Member that anything which happens in Sind,

S )
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any statement issued by any Member or by any political leader in the -
country, the Government takes adequate notice of that and we have
instructed the Sind*Government to go into the case deeply and to take
proper legal action and | assure Sir, that in a few months;-the proper
action would be taken legally. | am sure that with all the facts which

| have now presented before the House, the honourable Member will
not press his motion.
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[Mr. Muhammad Tariqg Chaudhary]
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On the floor of the House in the National Assembly a similar question

on the statement of Mr. G.M. Syed was asked by Prof. Usman Ramz,
MNA and this. . . .
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We have even uncovered a complete gang. the net-work of one parti-
cular group which was responsible for exploding the bomb in Kashmiri .
Bazar. The Government is after those people. We will uncover

them, Sir.
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Whether they are within the country or outside, even if this Government
has to extend their arms across the border.
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I-have just given a statement. You want me to further elaborate the
things, Sir.
9 v, 4
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Raja Nadir Pervaiz Khan: | have no objection, Sir. If you feel,
Sir, after my statement, | have no objection whatsoever.
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THE SUMMER TIME INTRODUCTION BILL, 1987

7w
Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Saeed oadir:/:-/:/iy”?‘ﬂ‘(,’f'l seek leave of

the House to introduce the Bill Summer Time Introduction [The Summer
Time Introduction Bill, 1987].

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Saeed Qadir has moved
that he may be granted leave to introduce the Bill Summer Time Intro-
duction [The Summer Time Introduction Bill, 1987].
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Mr. Deputy Chairman: Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Saged Qadir Sahib.

Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Saeed Qadir: Mr. Chairman, it is a matter
of considerable importance for Pakistan to devote attention to energy
saving devices. The Bill which | propose to move in this House is
one of the measures to have energy saving in this country. The
Summer Time System has been followed in this modern world for
more than fifty years in a large number of countries throughout the
hemisphere. Out of 220 odd countries there are fifty countries which
practise the introduction of summer time each year. Nature has
provided so much sun light in the summer months that nations should
take advantage of it particularly a nation such as Pakistan. The Govern-
ment of Pakistan has been seized with the problem of saving energy
over a number of years. Since 1973 crunch in the field of petroleum
with the rise of prices this has become a major issue for a developing
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country as to how we should save energy. When God 'has provided
us with this particular means.. it is a pity that over the years Pakistan ‘
has not taken advantage of it. The Bill which | propose to move

suggests that the five months starting first of April of each year upto
31st of August of that year—in these five months there is so much day

light available that if the Government decides to advance the watches
by one hour, we can reduce the consumption of electricity in the country
on a massive scale.

We all are aware of the fact that we are extremely short of elec-
trical energy. When we have energy available through the natural
means, it is surprising to note that we are not taking advantage of it.
All we have to do is to advance our clock by one hour at a particular
time of the year and then take it back one hour at another time of the
year. The developing countries of the world having taken note of it
haVe utilized it for so many years but we seem to be ignoring it.  In the

. proposal that | have put before the House | would request the Govern-

ment to seriously consider the measures which will help us to conserve
energy in the country.

Lately, the Government of Pakistan has established an Energy
Conservation Cell in the Planning Division. They have been taking
some measures to save energy but it is surprising to note that they have
not taken note of this measure which should have been the first measure
to have been introduced as soon as the Energy Conservation Cell was
created by the Government. So, it is my intention to draw the atten-

tion of the Government to this measure. | think,if we take the step
this year, we have sufficient time to introduce the conservation device
by April of 1988. In my-humble estimate, | think:we can save any

thing between 500 MW to 1000 MW each year depending on how
quickly we introduce this measure. Load shedding is a serious pro-
blem between the months of April to August. If load sheedding is a
problem then why not conserve energy where it is possible to do so.
This is a simple device which can help us to save electricity and thus
reduce the load shedding.

Last of all | would like to draw the attention of this nation towards
the fact that 70 9%, of our people live in villages. They start work as
early as 4.00 a.m. It is literally dark when they get out particularly

in the summer when it is so hot. There is no reason why the clock
should not be advanced and the day light time is utilized by this country.
| have no doubt that the least troubled people will be the one in the
villages. The remaining 30 9% who are in the urban areas they would
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have no problem either because the sun is out so early that you can
hardly sleep during those hours. So, why not utilize it. When the

clocks are advanced you will also sleep an hour earlier which will
mean that the over all load in the country will be reduced. You will

be fresher in the morning, you will be doing better work. The pro-
ductivity of this nation will go up and there will be untold advantages
of a simple device which can be adopted without any cost to the
Government and in return you would be saving millions of rupees in
fact, billions, | say, and that can be utilized by the Finance Minister for
-more and more development work. | thank you, Sir.

Sl 1 Lt

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Sir, | appreciate the reasoning given by the
honourable Senator in moving this Bill.  Also one can see the advant-~
ages which would be gained by having this kind of reasoning in force
but at the moment we do have a law which deals with these matters
and this law is the Standard Time Interpretation of References Ordinance
of 1943.  This law empowers the Federal Government to fix the stand-
ard time in the country and in pursuance of this law the standard time
is fixed. If you will recall that prior to the events of 1971 we used to
have a different standard time for East Pakistan and a different standard
time for West Pakistan and this was possible because the law permitted
this to be done.

Sir, because we have a law on the subject, | would request the

honourable Senator not to move his Bill but to perhaps bring up a motion
or a resolution for discussion in this House so that the pros and cons

of this matter can be discussed and legislation which is not necessary

may be avoided. | request him to kindly not move his Bill or withdraw
it.  Thank you, Sir.

Sl d gl
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Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Saeed Qadir: Thank you Mr. Chairman.

In the light of explanation just given by the honourable Minister
for Parliamentary Affairs and | have just found out that this enact-
ment exists, therefore, | would request the Government to take
this issue very seriously. | agree to bringing a motion before this
House and let the House debate the issue for putting forward its re-
commendations to the Government. Therefore, | do not press the
motion of this Bill. Thank you.
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Mr. Deputy Chairman: Thanks. So the Bill stands withdrawn.

MOTIONS UNDER RULE 173
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Mr. Shad Muhammad !(han: Sir, | move :

“That this House may discuss the Policy of the Government
regarding distribution of Petrol and Diesel oil in the country.”
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Distribution of MS, HSD in the country is made through the
refineries—National Refinery, Pakistan Refinery and Attock Oil Refinery
and marketing companies—~Pakistan State Oil, Pakistan Burmah Shell
and Caltex Oil Pak Company. The Refineries make direct sales to
Defence and Railways while marketing companies viz PSO, PBS and
Caltex distribute the product through their retail outlets of about 200
spread all over the country. The marketing companies are required to
furnish every year their plans for development of MS, HSD retail out-
lets in urban and rural areas of each Province during the ensuing financial
year. The plans submitted by three marketing companies are scrutiniz-
ed in the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Resources keeping in view
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the availability, demand of product |n accordance with the growth
rate -and marketing share of each company to assess the number of
distribution outlets which could be set up by each company in the
urban and rural areas of the various Provinces during the forthcoming
year. Normally 200 to 250 sanctions are issued each vear, accordingj
to the capacity of the marketing companies. The recommendations
of the Ministry are submitted to the Minister of State or Minister for
approval for which policy guidelines they may like to give. Thereafter
a meeting of the Marketing Managers of three marketing companies
is convened in the Ministry who are informed about the allocation of
Petrol—HSD outlets to be set up by each company during the following
year and the methodology of the issue of sanction which is prescribed
in an enclosed rules. The applications received on prescribed pro-
forma from the marketing companies are listed, processed under the
rules and sanctions issued to the company concerned and copy endorsed
to Dy. Commissioner and Chief lnspecto' of explosives for further
necessary action. A copy of our standard sanction letter is also avaiable
~with me.  Presently moratorium has been placec on Pakistan Burma
Shell and Caltex for installation of motor gasoline outlets due to res-
tricted availability of motor gasoline to these companies from the
Refinery. Because these companies are not agreeable to make further

investment in the expansion of Refineries particularly in Pakistan
Refinery and put up additional storage up-country to maintain sufficient
stock of motor gasoline and HSD to meet even 15 days’ requirement to

meet the emergencies. Lifting of the moratorium will be considered
by the Government when aforesaid companies with substantial foreign

share holding 100 9; in Caltex and 49 9, Pakistan Burma Shell agreed
to make up-stream investment as in the International practice.

Sir, about this | have detailed programme how the matter is
processed but | feel that lshoufcf not take more time of the House.
The policy has been explained and | assure the honourable -
that the proposals given by him will be duly considered by the Minitry
and any proposal given by the honourable Member, at any time, will be
given proper weight  About adulteration | have already mentioned
that all possible actions will be taken to stop it and the Government
will not hesitate in taking action against those who are. committing
these offences.

06 A ol B Gl

Mr. Shad Muhammad Khan: Thank you Sir, | am satisfied.
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(The House adjourned to meet again at five of the clock in the
evening, on Tuesday, October.13, 1987).
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