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Sir, this House expresses its deep regret at the unfortunate murder
of the distinguished Aalim Maulana Arif Hussain Al-Hussaini. This House
expresses its deep sympathies with his followers and with the members -
of the bereaved family. We pray for the departed soul and we hope that
Allah will give the family strength to bear this irreparable loss.

Mr. Chairman : Mr. Muhammad Ali Khan.

Mr. Muhammad Ali Khan: Mr. Chairman, Sir, the entirec nation has
expressed profound grief and great sorrow over the assassination of Maulana
Arif Hussain Al-Hussaini. In fact, we have no werds to condemn this dastardly
act which could only be committed by the enemies of Islam and Pakistan. Sir,
in his death the entire Ummah has lost a very eminent religious scholar. He had
dedicated his entire life to the service of Islam and once he observed that his
mission was as striving for an Islam that is above sectarianism. His great effort
to promote Shia-Sunni amity would long be remembered. I am sure that the
Government of Pakistan and the Government of NWFP will try their best that the
culprits are apprehended and they are dealt with according to law as stated by the
Chief Minister of the NWFP at Peshawar the other day. I pray to God
Almighty that the departed soul may rest in eternal peace and that Almighty
Allah may give strength and courage to the members of the bereaved family to
bear this irreparable loss with great fortitude,

Mr. Javed Jabbar : Mr. Chairman, while only partially endorsing the
resolution moved because I believe that a resolution of that natureis not enough
inthe circumstances of Pakistan where more than one leader has been :assassinated
in the past two years; where the culprits have not yet been identified; I think
it is relevant and appropriate to add to that resolution a request by this House to
the federal government and the provincial government to speedily secure and to
punish the culprits and to make available all the factsto the people of Pakistan.
I move this amendment to the resolution moved by the Minister.

Syed Abbas Shah : Sir, I second the amendment moved by Mr. Javed Jabbar
on this sad occasion when a young Muslim scholar from Frontier bas been
brutally murdered. Itis a great loss to the country and to the nation because he
belongs to the class which has worked for the unity of Muslims in _the ccuntry
and all over the world.  So, the killing of such a person is really a brutel crime.
We emphasize onthe Government to take all measures to catch the culprits and
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bring them to justice becausc if it is ignored by the country or the people of
Pakistan or the Government, this action will continue and the effect will be really
serious for the country and for the peace of this area.

Sir, I prav and I join with other peoplein this country in the prayer and wish
that God should give enough strength to the bereaved family to bear this loss.

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Hussain Bakhsh Bangulzai.
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Mr. Wasim Sajjad :  Sir, the honourable Members have drawn the atten-
tion of the Government to the need to arrest these culprits. I would like to assure
the honourable Members that the Government is fully conscious of its responsi-
bilities in this matter and shares their concern. The Government will use its
resourcesto the fullest possible extent to arrest the culprits and to bring them to
Justice as soon as possible.  There will be no stone left unturned in this respect.

Thank you Sir,

M. Chairman : ‘I share the sentiments expressed by the House. Since
Idid not have a written resolution. I have tried to reduce the sentiments ex-
pressed in the form of a formal resolution which I will read out to you.

“This House expresses its deepest sympathy on the cruel assassination
of Allama Arif Hussain-Al-Hussaini; a great religious scholar.and  an
ardent seeker of Itehad-e-Banul-Muslimeen and prays that Almighty
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Allah may rest the departed soul in peace :and grant. strength to the
bereaved family to bear the irreparable loss. with fortitude and equani-
mity. This House also asks the Federal and Provincial Governments
to spare no efforts to bring the perpetrators of this dastardly and most
condemnable crime to book and to award them exemplary punishment.
A copy of the resolution may be transmitted to the bereaved family.”

I hope it is exceptable.

(Pause)
Thank you. Let us pray for the departed soul,
(Then the House offered Fateh for the departed soul).
ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS

Mr. Chairman :  Adjournment Motions. Janab Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Saeed
Qadir Sahib, Adjournment Motion No. 58.

(i) RE: SCUFFLE BETWEEN PASSENGERS AND PIA STAFF AT THE
COUNTER OF KARACHI AIRPORT.

Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Saced Qadir : I beg to move that the normal business
of the House be suspended to discuss a matter of general public importance.
According to a news item published by the daily ‘Jang’ of ' Wednesday 3rd August
1988, the passengers at the Karachi Airport attacked the PJA counter and
smashed it due to the indifferent attitude of the PIA staff towards the passengers
who were stranded at the Karachi Airport for 14 hours without food and reason-
able accommodation for rest. '

Mr. Chairman : s jt being opposed ?

Mr. Mahmood A. Haroon:  §ir, T would like to explain the position and
I'hope that after that the honourable mover would be satisfied with the reply.

Mr. Ghairman :  Well, let me ask him first whether he would like to add
anything to his written motion. Saeed Qadir Sahjb.
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Syed Abbas Shak :  Sir, I bring it to the notice of the House, through you,
Sir, that the Minister has stated that the aircrafts are over utilized. So, it is very
dangerous for the passengers and for the safe carriage. So, this should be checked

that the aircrafts are not over ytilized.

, Mr. Ghairman : I think, he had also explained the achievement by over-
utilizations. So, there is no point of order.
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(i) RE: SCUFFLE BETWEEN PASSENGERS AND PIA SIAFF AT THE
COUNTER OF KARACHI AIRPORT
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(ii) RF ' ALLEGATION OF INVOLVEMENT OF PAKISTAN IN A PLOT
TO ASSASSINATE THE PRIME MINISTER OF INDIA.
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Mr. Chairman: Thanks. I think the motionis not pressed. If you want
to discuss the affairs or performance of the PIA generally, please bring a motion
under 194 but I think on an adjournment motion already whatever has been
said or could be said has already been said. So, the motion is not pressed.

Next Malik Muhammad Hayat, these are four identical motions of which
notice has been given by Malik Muhammad Hayat, Mr. Muhammad Mohsin
Siddiqui, Mr. Muhammad Tariq Chaudhry and Mr. Javed Jabbar.

(ii) Re : ALLEGATION OF INVOLVEMENT OF PAKISTAN IN APLOT
TO ASSASSINATE THE PRIME MINISTER OF INDIA.

Malik Muhammad Hayat : 1 give a notice of an adjournment motion and
request that the House be adjourned to discuss an urgent matter of public import-
ance and of recent occurrence in respect of the serious accusations made by the
Indian Home Minister in the Parliament against Pakistan’s involvement in a plot
hatched in Golden Temple to assassinate the Prime Minister of India and the
Home Minister of India.

The accusations are patently false and are calculated to malign Pakistan. The
Home Minister had also issued threats to Pakistan and Members of the Upper House
of Indian Parliament had demanded that war be declared against Pakistan as
reported in daily ‘Jang’ Rawalpindi, dated 4th August, 1988.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Next Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui.
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Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui :

the normal business of the House be adjourned to discuss a matter of urgent
public importance and of recent occurren

ce i.e. alleged threat of Upper House of
the Indian Parliament of declaring war against Pakistan, as reported in the Daily
Jang, dated 4th August, 1988. TFhe reported provocative speeches in the Indian
Parliament is a matter of grave concern for the people of Pakistan. The Indian
Government had also reportedly implicated Pakistan in the alleged plot hatched in
. Golden Temple at Amritsar to assassinate Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Ghandhi
and Home Minister Boota Singh. This state of affair brought bad name to
Pakistan in the comity of nations. This House may discuss this matter fcrthwith.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Muhammad Tariq Chaudhry.
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Mr. Javed Jabbar: Thank you Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman Sir, I beg to move that

I ask for leave to meve that the House do now adjournto discuss & matter of
recent occurrence and of urgent public importance namely the statements made

in the Indian Parliament accusing Pakistan of complicity in plans to assassinate
Indian leaders. Thank you..

Mr. Chairman: Are the motions being opposed ?

Malik Naseem Ahmed Aheer : ,

. Sir, you may recall that I made a brief state-
ment about this baseless allegation b

y the Indian Home Ministefin the Upper and
Lower House of the Indian Parliament and I think the Government of Pakistan

has made its position very clear. The Foreign 'Office has also contradicted and

I also made a brief statement. However, if the House wants to discuss this ad-
_journment motion, I have no objection, Sir.
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. Mr. Chairman : The matter proposed to be discussed appears t0 be in order.
Itis now upto the House whether it would give leave to the honourable movers of
the four motions to formally move their motions.

Mr. Mahmood A. Haroon: There is no objection, Sir.
Malik Naseem Ahmed Aheer : It is not being opposed.

Mr. Chairman: Right. So, the motions are admitted and you may decide
‘when to discuss them. )

Malik Naseem Ahmed Aheer :  Sir, I have to take an urgent trip to Northern
Areas because there is a little bit of secretarian problem which I wznt to attend
apd which I have not been able to attend so far. So, if you * can postpone it
till Thursday i.e. 11th August, 1988, I would be very much grateful.

Mr. Javed Jabbar :  Sir, the next official day will be Fuesday, the 9th August,
1988. Can’t the honourable Minister leave in the afternoon of the 9th for the
Northern Areas because it just so happens that one of the movers at least will not
be here on Thursday. So, I hope that the honcurable Minister being 'such an
understanding person will most certainly agree.

Mr. Chairman : Thisis why I asked in the beginning that you may fix a date,

Malik Naseem Ahmed Aheer : 1 would like the honourable Member to be
more understanding because, Sir, as you know the problem inthe Northern Areas
is also very urgent. However, if the honourable “Member insists I have mno
c}v‘?tion but to succumb before the demand—1I mean the demand of the honourable

ouse.

8Mr. Chairman : Right. Then, we will fix it for Tuesday, 9th August,
1988.

This also brings to end the half an hour for adjournment motions.

Next we take up item No. 2 on the Orders of the Day, namely Mr. Javed
Jabbar to move that this House may discuss the efficacy of the anti-corruption
measures undertaken by the Federal Government from time to time. Yes.
Mr. Javed Jabbar.

DISCUSSION ON THE EFFICACY OF THE ANTI-CORRUPTION MEASURES
UNDERTAKEN BY THE GOVERNMENT

Mr. Javed Jabbar : Thank you Mr. Chairman.

In moving a motion on the efficacy of the anti-corruption measures under-
taken by the Federal Government from time to time the intention is to focus
on an aspect of national life that has become a part of the permanent fabric
it seems, I hope it is not permanent, but it has come to be almost acknowledged
as being one of the most distinguishing characteristics of our present state of
life. So much so Mr. Chairman, that one could describe anti-corruption at least
in our context as the moral bacteria that has come to reside so permanently
that it is only the inherited values of our religion, of our up-bringing, of our
birth that prevent this bacteria perhaps from completely overtaking and over-
whelming whatever residual positive faculties are still left to us.
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Mr. Chairmman : I think a virus disease is more intractable.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Yes, Mr. Chairman, it is intractable butin our case
the moral bacteria of corruption has assumed, as I said at the outset, a very
strange kind of existence. It exists and yet it is held in check barely held in check
by the thousands of years of history of human knowledge and of our own religion
which perhaps gives us that remaining  strength to continue breathing and living
in an environment in which corruption is so rampant and rife but that Mr. Chair-
man, is a general framework. I do not wish to simply establish a moral frame-
work and let the responsibility and accountability for which this motion has been
motivated evade discussion today. I think in our context of Pakistan corrup-
tion has a very narrow and specific identification. We could say that corruption
in this motion relates to bribe giving and bribe taking, and more specifically in
terms of activities in it relates to smuggling, blackmarketing, hoarding and any
other form of financial transactions that occur every day whether at a senior level
where contracts worth millions of rupees are decided upon or where financial
transactions between citizens and any official agency or institution are concerned,
But for the purpose of today’s motion I would like to begin by identifying the faét
that in the federal government of Pakistan there is the Ministry of Interior which
is supposed to be responsible for anti-corruption and one would like to wondep
whether the Ministry of Interior is the most suitable Ministry in view of the changed

circumstances in which our country survives because it seems that the Federal
Ministry of the Interior has a very large set of functions and responsibilities  to
lookafter and so deep and wide is the practice of- corruption in those areas that
‘T have just defined that you might wish to consider creating a new Ministry for the
control of corruption which I am sure would be very well occupied considering
the very diverse areas in which corruption exists and at the numerous levels at
which it thrives. But at the risk of adding to the non-development  expenditure
the House might wish to consider the creation of yet another new federal institu-
tion but Mr. Chairman, in the Federal Ministrv of the Interior itself and one
looks at the structure one finds that the Federal Investigation Agency has again
been given virtually open ended authority to look into instances of corruption that
are either brought to its notice or of which it has itself taken notice of. And the
structure of this Federal Information Agency remains a matter of mystery because
for some strange reasons the FIA to date has never published a report that has
been made available to members of Parliament or made available to the people
of this country so that we may be informed as to how the FIA hus conducted
itself, what was its mandate when it was set un how manv cases in cach sector
were identified, what were the various identifications achieved in each annual
period and what was the success and failure rate of detection.

Now, as a result of this mystery we are at a loss to comment today on really
the efficacy of the anti-corruption measures taken from time to time by the Federal
Government one can only go by newspaper reports and  newspaper reports need
not necessarily be comprehensive or even indeed  accurate because sometimes
newspaper reports can also reflect the astute and well managed art of public
relations. For instance I am most impressed by the ability of some of our official
agencies to supply the press with regular photographs and  short  press items
about how many kilograms of heroin or how many precious bottles of liquor
have been found in some innocent bush, in some creek of this country’s shores and
yet one is conscious that while these pictures appear from time to time  in _the
press hundred of crores of worth of textiles, electronics and toiletries, any item
that you may wish to order from Harids in London or a market in Dubai,you are

_able to get in the market of Karachi within 72 hours and of course no news item'
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or photograph released by any public relations department can adequately convey
the omission or the failure of the anti-corruption system at work in our country.

So, specifically about the Federal Investigation Agency as a result of this
debate in the House I hope that my honourable colleagues will use their weight to
pursuade the Federal Ministry of the Interior to institute a practice by which
firstly this annual report—and Mr. Chairman, in fact I have a reservation about
annual reports because the gravity of the situaion requires perhaps more frequent
monitoring and a quarterly system of reporting may be more useful where the
Senate Standing Committee on the Interior should be given access to the work
of the FIA and not necessarily from a critical view point alone if the FIA wishes
1o tell us about what problems it faces in becoming more effective.  Perhaps the
House may be able to assist through the knowledge and the work of the committee.

- But as a first step the Senate Standing Committee should be taken into confidence
and as a second step the report of the FIA should be made available, laid on the
Table of this House so that it can be examined threadbare.

While being critical Mr. Chairman, I will concede that some useful work
is also being done in the area of anti-corruption for instance those seizures of
contraband items from time to time at least have some kind of deterrent effect,
a kind of psychological deterrent effectto any would be blackmarketers or
smugglers and certainly the Customs at the airports seem to be  most  attentive
in identifying hundreds of innocent citizens who try to evade their harsh eye
when they bring home various little harmless pieces of shopping but  perhaps
in the area of income tax where corruption has become part of the code of
operating procedure, there is a need to improve public scrutiny of the work of the
Income Tax Department. And in this respect the attempts by the  present -
Minister of Finance to innovate in the concept of the tax  structure to make’ it
more elastic and to make it more accurately reflective of the taxable base in this
country are commendable but nevertheless the bulk of the income tax department
evades scrutiny. It has just become a matter of humour now that in various
television programmes or radio programmes you see instances of figures of fun
being created outt of customs officials or police officials; but I suggest to you that
the loss to the country by this acceptance into a code of humour is notat least
in my view a positive sign. The anti-corruption mechanism itself perhaps has
become partly corrupt because the main areas where bribes are given or taken are
considerable. For instance they begin with Defence contracts, half of our annual
budget, as we know, is spent on Defence and when one talks to various private
businessmen who happened to have the good fortune of dealing in this sector they
have nightmare stories to tell of the kind of hurdles and obstacles that they have to
circumvent in order to secure what they think is only a fair contract and it is useful
to refer to the experience of the United States of America where one is supposed
to have a system of totally open accountability. It shows thateven in one of the
world’s most advanced democracies the. Pentagon is still infested  with defence
corruption in the award of contracts year to year. 8o, if we go by the experience
of a country where the system is much more open, there is noroom for compla-
cence in Pakistan. Defence is always treated asa kind of holy or sacred cow
that cannot be debated in Parliament or it cannot be questioned but I think that
the country is loosing a great deal of money and that this acceptance of malprac-
tice is dangerous for the future of this country. The same can be said Mr. Chair-
man, for civil contracts, whether it relates to construction of roads, bridges,
structures where the present Minister for Finance is onrecord in  his  previous
capacity as having admitted that as much as rupees 40 billion is siphoned off by
corrupt means alone. Also the civil procedures that we have the various
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mechanisms by which the innocent citizen has to obtain a document from an
office has to get a signature from an official at each of those steps also it has now
become an article of faith for the corruption to start with the person who sits
outside the official’'s door. So, if you look even at the judiciary, it is well known
that the lower elements of the judiciary particularly at the magisterial level have
now come to rely on a system in which the lawyers  depend on touts and where
cases are often decided on monetary considerations.

Now, this is obviously not a very happy state of affairs and most recently
and [ do not wish to emphasize it because we should not weaken the political
process but corruption has also been raised as one of the - justifications for dissolv-
ing Parliament or dissolving the National Assembly. One ~ discouragement to
corruption perhaps has been the introduction of the office of Qgbusdsman. which
even though............

{Aazan-i-Maghrib)

Mr. Chairman :  The House is adjourned to meet again at quarter to eight.
[ The House adjourned for Maghrib Prayers to meet again at 7.45 p.m.]

[The House re-assembled after interval with Mr. Chairman (Mr. Ghulam Ishag
Khan) in the Chair] .

“After Maghrib Prayers”

. Mr. Chairman: Beforc we adjourncd Mr. Javed Jabbar had the floor.
Would you like to continue Mr. Jabbar ?

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Yes, Mr. Chairman, thank you. Mr. Chairman,
immediately after finishingmy comments before the break I got the impression
from a couple of comments made by my colleagues thatin describing the extent
of corruption, the impression may have been conveyed that virtually whole
scale and whole-sale all segments and sectors of society—professional and non-
professional are all of them corruptand I would like to clarify that thisin my
view is not so, particularly in the judiciary because the judiciary is an institution
that I would like te respect and I do respect. but - there are certain aspects of
the judiciary and particularly, as I mentioned, the lower tiers of the judiciary at
the magisterial level where the bulk of litigation occurs, where there are great
siens of lack of appropriate facilities, where the back log of cases is so high, so
large that it itself leads to instances of corruption. But the majority of
people in the judiciary, I would still say people particularly on the legal side who
represent the citizens of Pakistan have set an exemplary standard of conduct
particularly in the defence of human rights in Pakistan. So that one must be
quite clear that when one talks about the prevalence of corruption in sume aspects
of the legal process, one is only talking “about a minority but unfortunately as
in other sectors all it takes is a small minority to pollute the entire sectcr because
the visibility and the sense of prevalence can be infected and initiated by just a
handful, just as a lake can be polluted by one dead fish, a large nation of a hundred
million people can be corrupted by as few as five hundred corrupt officials or five
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hundred corrupt private citizens who-are occupying key positions. When one
says thxs,.oqe is not wishing tor an Utopia or a kind of paradise where corruption
will be eliminated for ever, that is not possible, The very nature of the human-
being is such that both good and evil exist in each of us and jt will not be possible
at alr(xyt time ‘;n hl‘ximan hié:oréf to climtilx:ate corruption altogether. We can only
work towards reducing the degree, e intensity and the i ion -
and that is the focus of this motien. Y variety of cormptiys

Mr. Chairman, I am concerned at the lack of coordination between the Federal
Government and the four Provincial Governments in the matter of enfurcing anti-
corruption measures. The structure of the Federz.( Ministry of the Interior as
we have seen relies on the FIA and to the best of my knowledge there is no adequate
provision for the Government to play a regular coordinating role. As the volume
of work has increased with the complexity of the modern age, we find that most
of the present Ministries of the Federal Government are not equipped either
in terms of manpcwer or by their training to deal with the variety and what one
could say the sheer numerousness of the subject items in each category. Take
an example of the Ministry of Health where one finds that in a country which is
so badly in need of medical facilities leading to the large scale manufacture of
spurious drugs, you don‘t have an adequate number of drug inspectors or drug
controllers, for months on end, posts are not filled. You take a provincial depart-
ment of education and in Sindh, for example, at a time when education is acknow-
ledged to bein a state of crisis senior positions in the department of education have
been left blank. Similarly, in the field of anti-corruption I do not think that the
Federal Ministry has adequate staff or resources to de2l with the volume and
scale of the subject and also I do not think that the four Provincial Government
have a corresponding set up but what is more ‘important is the degree of coordina-
tion. For instance. itwould be intéresting to note whether the present Federal
Minister of the Interior has had the time to supervise or preside over a conference
which has reviewed the efficacy of anti-corruption mesures. One realizes that so
many priorities must be addressing themselves to the Minister’s attention but
perhaps he will concede the need for a senior officer in the Ministry to be further
supplemented in his efforts and for the Minister himself to hopefully take note of

‘the state of coardination with the four Provincial Governments.

This brings to mind the creation of the Federal Anti-Corruption Committee,
one other questionable legacy from the previous Parliament because this legacy:
we were again not enlightened with asto  what happened to that Committee, ‘what
was made of this Committee. The press was the only means by which we dis-
covered it in occasional sessions of the National Assembly but as to the production
of a comprehensive report in three years, to the best of my knowledge, such a
report does not exist. Even though from time to time, it was szid that some
major cases of corruption had been identified but as it often happens one or two
stray officials are picked up and either suspended arbitrarily or they are kept in
some kind of unending agony as happened in a case invclving export quotas
wheretto the best of ‘'my knowledge apain two entirely innocent officials were made
the victims of what was basically a political decision. to award contracts for
exports on a political patronage basis. So, the work of the Federal Anti-Corrup-
tion Committee would have been most useful in showing us examples cf how
if at all you can separate political patronage corruption from normal adminis-
trative corruption and since Parliament still exists in Pakistan, I hope, that the
Chairman of that Committee will make available to us either officially or privately
by sending us copies of whatever data and documentation that was acquired by
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that Committee otherwise I would suggest that again the Senate Standing Com-
mittee on the Interior should constitute a special sub-committee to continue the
work initiated by the National Assembly so that there is no interruption in that
process and until the new National Assembly is elected in November, this process
Continues and the people are convinced that ata Federal Parliamentary level
there is still the self-consciousness about the need to enforce anti-corruption
measures,

In this respect it is necessary to acknowledge the good work done by the
Public Accounts Committee of the National Assembly because on going through
the reports even though the ostensible purpose was to audit or to re-audit the
audited accounts of the public sector corporations and the numerous Federal
Ministries and organizations. A large number of very relevant instances of
inefficiency which leading to corruption or tantamount to corruption were identified
and I think it is one of the most positive contribytions from the previous National
Assembly to the life-long search for an effective way to tackle corruption. And
therefore, it would be useful for our Standing Committee to take note of the
various volumes produced by that organization.

Sir, what then is the way in which we think we can effectively tackle corruption,

I think, that the first tangible step can begin at the very top. As the President

made an announcement that the publication of his own assets would set an

example I think, that we in Parliament should lose no time in following suit and
that therefore, if a motion has to be moved to this effect, or if as usual the front

benches want to set an example or what needs to be done we would welcome the
moving of a motion or a resolution by which all members of parliament should
publish their assets as of a given date and that this publication should be a recurring.
feature each year and not just on the taking of the oath of office because we can-
not pass the buck; we cannot blame people in uniform such as the police force
for being corrupt; we cannot say only the customs or the income tax people have
to set an example or even the Ministry of Interior. I think, we in Parliament who
are charged with making the law have a duty to first set that example by becoming
accountable, and perhaps the people might be willing to forgive our past sins or

at least may past sins. I cannot speak for other people. Butso common is the

practice of evading a few taxes here and there, of trying to find a loop-hole there
and now this is a universal practice, you try to beat the system and I am sure, the

public of Pakistan, large-hearted as it is, is going to be ready. to forgive and forget

provided that we pledge that from here onward we shall not violate their trust
and that once we publish our assets we make this a regular feature of public life

and having done that, Mr. Chairman, 1 would think that this House should

reflect upon measures by which the Federal Ministry of the Interior and the four
Provincial Governments can make some report to this House in 1988 preferably
during this sitting or during this session of the Senate as to what is the updated

position on the efficacy of all the anti-corruption measure undertaken from:
time to time. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Shad Muhammad Khan, -
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Mr. Chairman : Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Saced Qadir.

Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Saeed Qadir : Mr. Chairman, while supporting the motion
from Mr. Javed Jabbar to assess the efficacy of the anti-corruption system,
I would like to put across to this House that every Government tries its  very
best to devise ways and means to reduce or contain corruption. Any Minister
of Interior and the Head of the Government would desire that the good name of
any government should carry with it or should be synonymous to the fact that
it is a clean government. While we are talking about corruption it appears that
every thing seems to centre around as to what the Government is doing. not that
the Government should not be taken to task or thc Government should not be
brought to book but it appears that we forget the environment in which we live.
-1 do not mean the environment outside Pakistan but the environment in which
we are brought up, the history which we have carried with us for centuries. It is
surprising how many of us forget what Akber the Great tried and what the leaders
ot today are trying. Do I have to repeat the two well known versions of corrup-
tion in the days of Akber. The first one was that a gentleman who was known
to be corrupt in his court had to be gotrid of. Taking the advice, or shall
we say the advice of Majlis-e-Shoora, Akber Badshah decided to put him  on
counting of the waves and we know the result of that. Surely all of us who are
well informed know exactly what happened when the gentleman was put on
counting of the waves.

The second most famous story which we all should know and I must
remind you even at the cost of boring vou is the canal in which milk was suppos-
.ed to flowand that would bring me later on to the question of milk being served



932 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [August 7, 1988

| Lt. Gen. Retd. Saeed Qadir ]

m this country when we talk about corruption. Akber Badshah desired that
he wanted a canal of milk in his palatial garden. They said no problem your
Majesty the Emperor,  all you have to do is to tell the milk-men to pour one
bucket of milk in the canal which will be dug tonight and tomorrow morning
you will have a canal flowing. Akber Badshah wisely ordered the digging
of the canal and everybody who owned a buffalo or a cow was ordered that one
bucket of milk should be poured into the canal. Next morning instead of a
milk canal there was a water caral flowing.

Now, the reason for reminding you of this history which is there is to say that
over the centuries corruption at the grass roots level has been in existence and not
in Government circles alone. The milkman has never forgiven anybody who has
bought milk from him. The goldsmith has never for given even his  father  He
cheats in that. The vegetable man always sprinkles enough water on the
vegetables to cheat you and me out of the weight. The weights and measures in
this country—99% are all wrong and underweight. I have suffered from it
many a time, when I have bought these things which I care for personally like
pistas’. Once I bought a kilo of pista and when I brought it home and gave
it to my wife, she said this is not a kilo, this only half a kilo. T <aid it cannot be

true and sure enough when | weighted, it was only half a kilo.

So, the question is what the poor Minister for Interior is supposed to do—
start chasing the shopkeepers which they are doing these days. You will read
in the newspapers and in the press that they (shopkeepers) blow it out of pro-
portion. The shopkeepers in the last two weeks have been visited by our com-
mon friend i e the police and the administrative authorities and told tc
reduce the prices and what has  happened ? They (shopkeepers) have put the
shutters down saying that they are being harassed,  but the poor customer is not
being harassed. ~ You go and buy any thing in the bazar and next day the price
goes up.  You have been cheated out of it. Nobody in the House has got up in
all these years to say that the shopkeeper is harrassing every citizen. We mainly
hear that the policeman is harassing . every citizen, the DC or the administrative
machinery is harassing the citizen, every Minister of Interior is inefficient or
in-competent because he has not been able to reduce corruption. But the citizens
of Pakistan are angels. You and I all have been cheated. We have been cheated
every day but not one voice is raised against those who are cheating us. Yet the
Government is whipped day in and day out. Please do not get me wrong. I will
come to the whipping of the Government also very soon but that is not the issue,
The reason why I have got up to speak is to say that are we treating the subject
of corruption totally out of proportion? Are we not looking at the wrong end
of the stick? Is it not time that some Government should Jook at it from the
correct end and see what can be done ?

This brings us back to the basic essentials that what do you teachin the
_schools. If your education is correct at the right levels every thing will be all
right. If a child is told not to cheat in the examination, in the class room you will
develop an honest child but I would like to know how many of us are not adopting
the techniques where marks are being scored today in schools and colleges, which
.cannot be dreamt of. I think in all the legislative Houses which have been elected
"you will have very very bright students. In all the Iministerial jobsor in other
appointments you will have extremely bright students. 1f you compare the marks
of these students and the marks which -are being declared in the universities,
colleges and schools today we would be put to shame because we could not even



DISCUSSION ON THE EFFICACY OF THE ANTI-CORRUPTION 933
MFASURES UNDERTAKEN BY THE GOVERNMENT

have dreamt of scoring those marks. Where is the problem of corruption ?
Which agency are you going to appoint to look into this 1ssue of corruption and
how they are going to put it right? Where do we start? [ am ata loss to advise
'this House and to the front benches but I think it is time that this nation should
take a stock and as we say in Urdu.
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I would like to submit that there should be a HouscCommiﬁteewhich should
look into the inherent problems of corrupt_ion instead of selecting one particular
department be it Customs, Income Tax, Pohcc_ or any other department. We can
go on changing those departments but you will not get the end result. 1 would
submit that a House Committee. should be appointed which shou_ld look into the
rationale of what our problems are ? True, many other committees have been
appointed. We have had in the past but we haye‘not apghed our minds sincérely
to finding an answer which is of ccurse, as I said earlier, get down to the root
causes of education. So, if this committee can make certain recommendations
which can we then put to the Government, which presently is faced with the problem
of redrafting the policy on education perhaps even get a step forward. Wl}xlc
this may be the long term measure with regard to finding solutions for corruption
the short term cannct be over looked’whlch means that th_g Government of .thc
day must carry the responsibility of trying to eradicate corruption as far as possible
and the front benches carry full responsibility.

Now, here is the thing which any government can do. Over regulation will
directly involve over corruption. Every rule you make people will find ways and
means to get around it but when they find ways and means to get agound it the
palm has to be greased more heavily. I have no hesitation in saying that the
budget which has been introduced only a month ago by our Finance Minister who
happens to be here whatever measures he ha}s taken .for deregulation w}uch are
very commendable. The other measures which have introduced regulation have
increased the price of corruption within the month. It has to be. When you
take out an Excise Inspector who is sitting inside and you put him outside the
gate by self clearance you have removed the problem from inside the gate but now
he comes and sits outside, so he says my price is double. It is not much of magic
you require to assess these things, the point is why do you ask somebody to go to
som:swhere to get a clearance. You must trust the people that how much
dishonest they may be, if you trust the people they will come forth some day to
start rectifving their wrengs and the pressure from the nation will dwell.

As | said earlier about weights and measures. Now every day we are being
cheated. There is department of industries, whether it is Federal or Provincial,
is not material, which is supposed to look into the weights and measures in this
country. How many times have we heard that this department has been actively
going and seeing at lcast in their known places and you take some action to prevent
that cheating from day to day which is affecting the morale of the citizens. The
other departments likewise in this government wherever you can reduce regulation
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yeu will find that corruption will automatically go down. I can list out a host of
things where you will find that in each department if you simply look at those
things which can be removed from the list of regulation corruption can be reduced
by at least half overnight.

The other aspect of corruption is visible ostentatious living. We all see it,
we all look at it and we all go and enjoin it, whether it is a party in the hotels,
whether it is a private party in the houses, whether there is a large scale house is
built on the Margalla Avenue or some smzll sector F-1 1/F-12 of Islamabad we
are not prepared to look into how these large scale ostentatious living is being
allowed to exist. In each department of the Government of Pakistan a large
number of people travel in and out of this country continuously. You would he
amazed if you ask for the list of junior officials who are travelling abroad on
holidays. These dzys everybody has got a mother, uncle, daunt, brother, sister to
claim that they have got a little outside and we have a free living but even free
living which means getting there and back costs something and o person who is
drawing two thousand rupees or three thousand or four thousand rupees per
month cannot possibly spend amonth or two outside this country without incurr-
ing expenditure which is far beyond the pocket which he has. But yet there is
no system whereby you can find out how many government servants are visiting
abroad and what expenses they are incurring.  On the other hand income tax
assessce is required to fill whether he has been outside or not and if he has been
outside then he is harassed by the income tax officer as to how did you incur
all this expenditure. But the government servant who is below the ceiling of
fifty thousand rupees, who does not submit an income tax return gets away
scot free yet all those people who are living beyond their means are in the pay
scale of may be grade 15, 16 and 17 who don’t comeinto this category. So, Ican
go on endlessly narrating to you as to what are the means and methods adopted
and what the Government is doing to overlook or side track these issues, whether
they have the time or they do nothave the time, the Minister of Interior or any
other Minister or Ministry concerned, they are busy with so many of the routine
things and the major issues at the Government level that they don’t really have
the time to go into the details of how to settle this matter and fer that reason,
Lwould, therefore, recommend  that as they cannot do it at their level it is better
to appoint a special cell who should” have nothing to do with going and muking
investigation in the manner that they start accumulating wealth on their own but
they only devise ways and means and to what checks and system should be
had in our establishments in our organizations which can then be used by the
existing agencies to give information to the Government on what we call osten-
tatious living and the Government cannct possibly take care of a hundred million
people with the limited means that they have. Therefore a selected number of
people can only be selected for the time being made a subject of investigation and
those people if made an example, I think, corruption can be brought to a control.
There is no way of eradicating or totally climinating it but certainly it can be
reduced.

With these few suggestions I hope that our Ministries concerned would take
note of them and find ways and means to tackle the problem at the national level
and try to get this nation out of the brose of corruption in which we have got
bogged down so badly. Thank you Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much. Mr. Hussain Bakhsh Bangulzai.
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Mr. Javed Jabbar : May I briefly exercise my right of reply ?

Mr. Chainman @ Yes Please.  Although there is no recognized right of
reply to a motion of this type, it is just for discussion.

Mr. Javed Jabbar : Thank vou very much. I thank the other members of
the House and the Federal Minister for participating in the debate on this mo-
tion. I think for the purposes of focusing our thoughts on an issue ' = that
is so diffused, it is necessary to clarify a few points.

I. There scems to be the impression that I was attempting to tackle the
total social problem of corruption or elicitive response through this motion
that is not so. At the very outset, [ conceded that corruption has two dimen-
sions © (1) As a social evil, it exists in all countries of the world; (2) it is time-
less and it shall remain in perpetuity. The human effort has to be made to
control the degree and the variety of corrupiion. My motion specifically concerns
the administrative corruption. Becasuse it concerns the area of responsibility whthin
the purview of the Federal Ministry of Interior and having said that I am not
unrealistic enough to ignore the environment in  which we live, But  Mr.
Chairman, this should not become an excuse to accept our  own responsibility.
And when the honourable Minister and other members say that we live ina
world where the mass-media brings us into contact with all kinds of alien influences
may I respectfully remind them that it is from those very sources ... that we very
easily borrow our technology, we very easily ask for foreign aid and use it lavishly
and thendo we naively expect that along with all those irresistable influences
we are not going to be subject to various moral and cultural influences. This is
inevitable. This has always happened throughout the history and no country
atany time has ever lived in isolation.

Corruption was there from the moment the first human society came into
existence and corruption exists even today. So, there is no point in saying
that because of mass-media and technology we have become more corrupt.  Cor-
ruption existed possibly even in greater degree in Biblical times. = That is why
the Bible came, that is why the Holy Qur’an came because God  wanted us to
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recognise the yeality of corruption but by taking a moral, philosophical position
we must not evade our specific administrative responsibility. There I submit
that it is dangerous to look upon education of children as the fountainhead of
anti-corruption measures. I do not agree because education also cannot be seen
in isolation. How can you go about setting right the rot of our Education
Department without first setting right the rot of our political process, because
it is in the political process that values are established. You cannot blame the
poor innocent people of Pakistan for cheating with weights and measures when
they know that at the top echelons people have been cheating the  nation  of
precious resources. I think it is condonable—the people have a right to cheat
if their leaders betray the trust.

From almost the beginning of this country’s initial brave years of the late
40s. corruption can be traced to the nature of the feudal system that took roots
and has refused to give up its power; now combined, of course, with the military,
the commercial, the industrial and the armed forces class — all  combining
together.  So, let us not blame the people of this country for their poor little
petty instances of corruption because for them corruption has become a means
of survival.  If they do not cheat they will not survive. Let us talk of those
people, those agencies, those institutions, those classes in our society that do not
need to be corrupt and yet have . become corrupt, who now enjoy corruption.
Cornuption is no longer necessity, it has become a luxury—a self indulgent
luxury which is blatantly thrown in the face of the people of Pakistan. So,
the people of Pakistan have an inherent right to react to this corruption.

Sir, I welcome the suggestions of the Federal Minister of the Interior.
1 am conscious of all the limitations of what a Ministry can do but it must begin
from the top. I hope that he acknowledges that political leadership must set
the example by observing the santity of the law, by observing the :santity of
the Constitution. The moment you have eight years of Martial Law where all
moral values are suspended how can you bring up children in an educational
system and teach them good and bad when they know that there is no morality
in Martial Law. ~ So, let us be realistic. While knowing that we cannot trans-
form the world overnight I think the Federal Ministry of the Interior and its
attendant agencies have specific responsibilities which I hope we can together -
fulfil. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman : Thank you very much. Shall we move to the next ijtem ?
Mr. Wasim Sajjad : We are fairly late. We may adjourn.

Mr. Chairman :  In that case the sitting is adjourned and the House would
meet again on Tuesday, 9th of August, 1988, at 10.00 AM. The House stands
adjourned. .

| The House adjourned to meet again at ten of the clock in the morning on
Tuesday, 9th August 1988/
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