SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENATE DEBATES

Tuesday, July 12, 1988

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall (Parliament House), Islamabad,
at 9-30 of the clock in the morning,

with Mr. Chairman (Mr. Ghulam Ishaq Khan)
in the Chair. ‘

(Recitation from the Holy Quran)
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
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OPENING OF F. G. COoLLEGE AT D. I. KHAN

13. *Mr. Muhammad Mukhtar Ahmad Khan : Will the Minister for Educa-
tion be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that there is no Federal College in D. I. Khan ; and
if so; :

(b) whether there is any proposal under consideration of ‘the Government
to establish such an institution in the said area ; if not, the reasons thereof?

. Sardar Wazir Ahmed Jogezai : (a) Yes. At present there is no Federal
Government College at D. I. Khan.

- (b) No, there is no proposal of opening of a College at D. 1. Khan as the
number of dependents of Federal Government Employees including Army Per-
sonnel is too limited to justify opening of a college.
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“the number of dependents of Federal Government employees including Army
Personnel is too limited to justify opening of a college”.’
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Sardar Wazir Ahmed Jogezai : Sir, exactly this is the answer.
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[Mr. Alam Ali Laleka]
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APPLICATION OF THE EMPLOYEES OLD-AGE BENEFIT ACT

14. *Prof. Khurshid Ahmad: Will the Minister for Labour, Man
and Overseas Pakistanis be pleased to state ; BEe

. (a) the results achieved by the application of Employees Old-Age Benefit
legislation, indicating also the number of employees registered under the law
together with the number of employees who received the benefits during the last
five years with year-wise break-up ;

(b) whether the law applies to the whole of Pakistan or to certain specified
arcas only ;

(c) whether it is a fact that only five per cent of the entitled categories of
employees have been benefitted by the said law ; and

(d) whether it is a fact that coal mincrs are excluded from the category of
beneficiaries under the said law ?

Mir Ahmed Nawaz Bugti : (a) The results achieved by the application of
Employees Old-Age Benefits legislation during the last five years are as follows ¢

Number of Number of Amount of Number of

employers employees contribution  employees
Year registered at registered at  collected till  who received
the end of the end of the end of benefits till

the year the year the year end of the

year

(Million Rs.)

1982-83 .. 14,516 409,091 708 .45 9
1983-84 .. 15,484 446,441 889 48 7,069
1984-85 .. 16,377 489,770 1,107 .57 17,003
1985-86 .. 17,470 534,664 1,362 .00 27,811
1986-87 .. 18,606 585,713 1,831.02 37,430
1987-88 20,163 635,543 2.177 .24 46,290

(up to May 31, 1988).

(b) According to section 1 (2) of the EOB Act, 1976 the law extends to the
whole of Pakistan. y
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[Mir Ahmed Nawaz Bugti]

(¢) No. Exact percentage of beneficiaries comes to 7.28 i. e, 46.290 out of
635,543 registered workers. However, with the passage of time more and more
workers would become entitled to pension and the percentage of beneficiaries

would rise.
(d) No. Coal miners are not excluded from the category of beneficiaries.
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Mir Ahmed Nawaz Bugti : Sir', at the moment the total labour force that
has been registered with us is 6,35,543.
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Prof. Khurshid Abmed : Amount-wise?

Mir Ahmed Nawaz Bugti : If we multiply it by 305 rupees that will be the amount

S BV

Mir Ahmed Nawaz Bugti: Thank you. .

Mr. Chairman : Next question.
Nal RosunI ScHooL IN D. I. KHAN DISTRICT

15. *Qazi Abdul Latif : Will the Minister for Education be pleased to
state :

(a) the total number of Nai Roshni Schools, both for boys and girls, func-
tioning in the District of Dera Ismail Khan indicating also the strength of teachers
and the students separately in each case ;and

(b) the names, pay scale and place of domicile of the Supervisors and Field
Officers working for these schools separately in each case?

-Sardar Wazir Ahmed Jogezai : (a) 140 Nai Roshni Schools (120 for male
& 20 for female) are functioning in the district of Dera Ismail Khan.  The num-
ber of teachers working in these schools are the same ie. 140 (120 male+20
female). The strength of students studying in these schools are as follows :

Male .. . . » . . L2927
Female .. ¢ 499
Total .. 3426

(b) Statement showing particulars of Field Officers and the Supervisors is
included in Annexure A. '
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Sardar Wazir Ahmed Jogezai B
(Sardar gezai] Annexure ‘A’

GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN

LITERACY AND MASS EDUCATION COMMISSION

STAFF AT DERA ISMAIL KHAN

SI. No. Name Designation/Pay Scale Domicile

Field Officer :

1. Mr. Sohail Khan .. .. F.O., BS-17. D. I. Khan.
Sapervisors :
1. Miss Farzana Igbal .. Supervisot, BS-11. D. I. Khan
2. Mr. Saleemullah - . Do. Do.
3. Mr. Muhammad Ajmal Khan Do. Do.
4. Mr. Muhammad Tascer .. Do. Do.
5. Mr. Muhammad Aslam op Do. Do.
6. Mr. Ibrar-ul-Haq .. o Do. Do.
7. Mr. Muhammad Ishaq 55 Do. Do.
8. Mr. Rehanullah .. .. Do. Do.
9. Miss Rehana Yasmeen .. Do. Do.
10. Mr. Ehsan-ur-Rehman ‘s Do. Do.
11. Mr. Noor Muhammad .. Do. Do.
12.  Mr. Ehsanullah Khan - Do. Do.
13. Miss Falak Naz i i Do. Do.
14. Mr. Arif Mahmood .. Do. Do.
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PCOs 1N D. I. KHAN DISTRICT

17. *Qazi Abdul Latif : Will the Mini -
HEE ¢ Minister for Communications be pleased

(a) the total number of PCOs opened in District Dera Ismail Kh:
23rd March, 1985 to 23rd March, 1988 with Tehsil-wise break-up; an dan from

(b) whether it is a fact that Kulachi Teleph i ing i
rentes boilding & if o ephone Exchange is operating in a

(c) whether therc is any plan under consideration of the G
! is overnm
construct its own building for the said exchange? Fat o

¢*Mr. Muhammad Aslam Khan Khattak : (a) Thirty two (32) Public Call
Offices have been opened from 23rd March, 1985 to 23rd March, 1988, in District .
Dera Ismail Khan list of PCOs placed on the table of the House,

(b) Yes.

(c) There is a proposal under consideration.

LIST OF PUBLIC CALL OFFICES INSTALLED IN DISTRICT

D.I. KHAN
S. Name of PCO Tehsil Parent Date of
No. exchange inst.
1 2 5 4 5
1. Budh D.I. Khan. D. I. Khan. §-6-1987
2. Budham D. I. Khan. D.I. Khan. - 11-4-1985
3. Chak Syed D. I. Khan. D. L. Khan. 22-6-1986
4. Durband Khurd D. I. Khan. D. I. Khan. 30-1-1986
5. Dial D. I. Khan. D. 1. Khan. 8-11-1985
6. Diwala . .. D. I Khan. D. 1. Khan. 22-6-1986
7. Gara Issa Khan .. D.I. Khan D. I. Khan. 17-4-1985
5.  Gara Mohbat .. Kulachi Kulachi 13-4-1985
9. Ghandi Umar Khan Kulachi Kulachi 17-4-1985
10. Gillatu s .. D.I Khan. Panyala. 12-2-1987
11. Girsal (Jabarwala) .. D.lL Khan. D. I. Khan. 9-6-1987
12. Haji Mora .. .. D.I Khan. D. I. Khan. 11-6-1987
13. Himatwala .. .. D.I. Khan. D. 1. Khan. 1-7-1985

14. Hissan s .. D.I Khan. D. 1. Khan. 7-6-1987
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[Mr. Muhammad Aslam Khan Khattak]
1 2 3 4 5

15. Kambo Sharif D. I. Khan. D. I. Khan. 25-6-1986
16. Katta Khel D. I. Khan. D. I. Khan. 14-10-1986
17. Kirri Shamozai Kulachi Kulachi. 30-12-1986
18. Kat Garh D.I. Khan. Paharpur. 26-6-1986
19. Kot Hakim Tank. Tank. 28-6-1986
20. Kot Murtza Tank. Tank. 26-6-1986
21. Luchra D. I. Khan. D. L. Khan. 26-1-1986
22. Pota P Kulachi. Kulachi. 7-5-1986
23. Rehmani Khel D. I. Khan. Panyala. 15-4-1985
24.. Rohri Kulachi. Kulachi. 20-12-1986
25. Sahah Alam. Tank. Tank. 29-1-1986
26. Sheikhahad D. I. Khan. D. I. Khan. 1-11-1985

@ 27. Tajori Tank. Tank. 1-11-1985
28. Takwara D. I. Khan. D. I. Khan. 10-6-1987
29. Tallarzai D. I. Khan. D. I. Khan. 30-1-1986
30. Umar Khel Tank. Tank. 21-6-1986
31. Wanda Baluch D. I. Khan. D. I. Khan. 14-3-1986
32. Drantni Tank. Tank. 28-2-1988
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18.

IsaMiC Stupiks DEPTT. IN Q. A. UNIVERSITY

*Prof. Khurshid Ahmed : Will the Minister for Education be pleased

to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that Quaid-i-Azam University is the only University
in the country where there is no department of Islamic Studies ; and

(b) if so, the reason therefor, considering that departments of Istamtc Studics
exist even in Medical Colleges and Engineering Universities of the country?

Sardar Wazir Ahmad Jogezai: (a) Yes.

datory for the University to establish such a Department.

(b) The Islamic Studies has been made compulsory at graduate level. The

Quaid-i-Azam University is a postgraduate institution. It is, therefore,not man-
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SCRIPT OF BOOKS

19. *Prof. Khurshid Ahmad : Will the Minister for Education be pleased
to state :

(a) the policy regarding the printing of books in Federal Area, Islamabad
in Persian Nastaleeq and Arabic script;

(b) the total number of books included in the syllabi for class I to V printed
in each script ;

(c) the classes for which new books have been printed in Arabic script this
year ; and

(d) the reason for the adoption of both the scripts?

Sardar Wazir Ahmad Jogezai : (a) The Policy under review, is that upto class
VIII Textbook Boards have the option to print textbooks in ‘Naskh’ or ‘Nastaleeq’
but from IX upwards all books are in Naskh. Consequently the textbooks based on
Integrated. Curriculum for classes I-III, published by the Federal Ministry of
Education, are printed in Arabic script (i.e. Naskh). The books for all other subjects
for classes I-V, published by the Punjab Textbook Board, Lahore, are in Persian
scripts (i.e. Nastaleeq).

(b) Script-wise distribution of textbooks produced by various agencies is as
under :

1. Ministry of Education :

Classes Nastaleeq Naskh
I—III — 4
2. Punjab Textbook Board :
Classes Nastaleeg Naskh
-V 52 —
3. Sind Textbook Board :
Classes Nastaleeq Naskh
I—v 22 28

4. NWFP Textbook Board :

Classes Nastaleeq Naskh
-V 31 28 (for Pushto mediam
school).
5. Baluchistan Textbook Board :
Classes Nastaleeq Naskh
I-v 21 —

6. Allama Igbal Open University
for first two grades Nastsaleeq Naskh
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7. Literacy and Mass Education Commission :

e Naskh
Ist year (I—III Combined) }_ Nastaleeq 9 (for Sindhi & Pushto
2nd year (IV-V Combined 6 Students).

(¢) (i) Federal Area=Classes I—II (Integrated textbooks only).
(i) NWFP=Classes [—V (for Pushto medium schools).

(iii) Sindh=Classes I—V (for Sindhi students).

(d) (i) Naskh was the only script used for school textbooks but in response
to a growing demand from the public and Provincial Textbook Boards in 1 98182
the option to use either script has been allowed. The Provincial Textbook Boards
have accordingly shifted to Nastaleeq for the textbooks upto VIII Class. After-
wards Naskh will be used. However, the Provinciai Departments and other con-
cerned agencies have been requested to convey their views.

(i) For the printing of textbooks based on Integrated Curriculum at the
Federal level, Naskh script has been adopted as it facilitates learning of reading
skills at elementary stage.
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ACTION PLAN FOR PROMOTION OF EDUCATION

20.  *Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : Will the Minister for Education be
pleaszd to statc whether the Government intends to place before the House &
status report on the implementation of the Action Plan prepared for the rapid
devclopment and promotion of education in the country during 1983—88 :if so,
when?
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Sardar Wazir Ahmad Jogezai : No. The Action Plan was prepared in 1984
by the Minister of Education only as a guide line for the implementation of Sixth
Plan. Its contents were suggestive and intended to clarify plan programmes
mainly for facilitating their implementation. (It was intended thus for internal con-
sumption of the Ministry of Education). Its implementation report is, theretore, -

not required.

Mr. Muohammad Mohsin Siddiqui: Would the honourable Minister kindly
inform that the period of April, 1983 to 1988 is at the fagend, why a status report
has not been prepared (as to the Implementation) ? You have said ‘no’51 am
asking the reason therefor.

Sardar Wazir Ahmed Jogezai: Sir, T have not actually understood the
question?

Mr, Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: This action plan was to be completed
in five years beginning from 1983—88. Now, we are at the fag-end of the period
and you are not in a position to give usthe status of the implementation of that
action plan, what is the reason therefor?

Mr. Chairman : I think, what he said in the reply is that the action plan
was only an internal document of the Ministry of Education. It was not meant
for publication and the Ministry of Education surely would have taken stock
of what happened during the Sixth Five-Year Plan. If you reformulate your
question in a different manner e.g. what is the progress or what is the achieve-
ment in this particular field during the Sixth Five-Year Plan, perhaps the Minister
may be in a position to answer.

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. This is my
intention. Let him inform wus.

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Jogezai, if you have the information, right, otherwise
at the next sitting you can provide the information.

Sardar Wazir Ahmed Jogezai :  Sir, I have the information. Butitisa long‘
list, if he wants to read it himself I would be very grateful, otherwise I can read it.

Mr. Chairman : Give the salient features of what has been achieved, if you
can please.

Sardar Wazir Ahmed Jogezai :  Sir, The Sixth Plan strategy was supple-
mented by the Ministry of Education through its Action Plan for educationat
development 1983—88. This document incorporated an operational programme
for implementation of the plan. Most significantly it proposed a number -of
‘mnovative scheme to enrich the education system. The implementation $tatus
-of this proposal is indicated below :(—

Primary Education — Simplifies syllabus of lower primary class I to III;
concentration of language and arithmetic; implementation has been
started in the Federal Area. :

Established four thousand Primary Model Schools in the rural area—the
target has been doubled as we have crossed the number of cight
thousand schools.
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Mr. Chairman : This is true, but in relation to these targets what was
physically achieved? Can you inform th_e House or the honourable Member?

Sardar Wazir Ahmed Jogezai: Sir, mostly it has been achieved.

Mr. Chairman : Right. Then the best thing would be to provide a copy
of that report to the honourable Member.

Sardar Wazir Ahmed Jogezai : | have distributed the same to the House.
Mr. Chairman : Right.

‘Mr. Muhammad Mobsin Siddiqui : Would the honourable Minister agree
that this report which has been placed before the House, will be discussed in this
House? Also, we would like to know what are the failings and faults of the
‘Education Ministry and the concerned department?

Mr. Chairman : Idon’t think it would be a fair question to ask for commit-
ment in question and answer exchanges of this type. But you can bring a separate
resolution/motion that the progress achieved in the field of education during the
Sixth Five-Year Plan may be discussed in the House or a report to that effect
‘may be placed on the Table of the House for the purposes of raising a discussion
later on. That can be done but in the form of a question asking a Minister
to commit himself to a particular course of action that probably is not justified.

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : As a matter of fact, Mr. Chairman,
'you would recollect that in such important and vital issues, always these reports
are placed, today, he said ‘No’. He has got some report and ‘I want that report
. to come here and then we can be in a position to discuss whether in the Sixth Five-
Years we have had made any headway towards achieving our objectives or not
and this is my main purpose. You can put it in any manner but the substance
that I wanted is the same.

Mr. Chairman: Would the Minister agree to inform the House at some
‘suitable time about the progress achieved in the field of education during the Sixth
Five-Year Plan?

Sardar Wazir Ahmed Jogezai : Sir, this House is entitled to any information/
discussion and 1 would not really hesitate to say ‘yes’ Why do not the honourable -
Members want to discuss the education policy or the progress thereby made by
the Education Ministry at any time?

Mr. Chairman : So, please you bring a paper on the subject and place it
on ‘the Table of the House and then we can find some time for its discussion.

Next quastion No. 21.
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FOREIGN SCHOLARSHIPS

2l. *Mr. Mohammad Mohsin Siddiqui: Will the Minister for Education
be pleased to state :

(a) the total number of foreign scholarships and seats for graduaate and post-
graduate studies offered to Pakistani students during the year 1987-88 ;

(b) the names of the foreign countries which have offered scholarships,
indicating the number and nature of scholarships offered by each, during the said
period ;

(c) the number of scholarships availed of : and

(d) the number of scholarships, which lapsed with reasons therefor?

Sardar Wazir Ahmed Jogezai : (a) 108 offers of scholarships were received
for 1987-88. The Ministry of Education selected 157 candidates by the donors

£nally awarded scholarships to 57 Pakistani students, details of which are as
under :—

(1) Post-graduate : 5% - .. .. i 34
(i) Graduate .. . .. - 5 .. 10
(iii) Diploma .. o .. .. .. o 5
(iv) Certificate . . .. .. .. . .. 8

Total .. ———.—5;

(b) May please be seen at Annex-.
(c) 35 scholarships were availed of.
(d) 22 scholarships were not availed. Selectees declined to proceed at the _

cleventh hour. Detailed reasons at Annex-II.
Annex I

NAMES OF COUNTRIES WHO OFFERED SCHOLARSHIPS
DURING 1987-88

Offers
Country
Graduate Post Diploma Certificate Total
graduate

ALESCO .. —_— 6 — —
Bulgaria .. -— 3 —_ —
China o 6 14 — — 20
Egypt ‘e - 10 9 — 19

Greece o — 1 7 —_— ‘ — 1
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1 : 2 3 4 3 6
G.D.R. .. - 3 — e 3
Hungary .. — 2 — —

Iran ‘s —_ 15 — — 15
Islamic % — L — 4 6 10

Centre, Dhaka.
Japan - — 6 3 — 9
Poland . — 5 — - 5
Romania .. — 1 — — 1
Turkey 4 8 — 2 14
Total .. 10 74 16 8 : 108
Amnex I

The probable reasons for non-utilization of scholarships offered by the Foreign
Governments are as under :—

(i) The candidates had applied to several places, when they got the choice
they finally select a better place/country.

(ii) The terms offered by the donor countries are not so attractive.

(iii) The inscrvice candidates are not relieved by their parent departments’
at proper time. Those who are relieved or not allowed all the financial

benefits which are admissible to them for foreign training under Tech-
nical Assistance Programme.

(iv) A few had genuine causcs such as family affairs, sickness etc.

(v) A few preferred to remain silent in a hope they might get better country
next year.

(vi) Some countries were in fact not interested in maximum utilization,
like Egypt and Iran etc.

(vii) Non-degrce courses offered by the Japanese and Turkish Governments
were not acceptable to the candidates.

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : Would the honourable Minister inform

abtout these scholarships whether any publication was made in the leading daily
newspapers ?

Sardar Wazir Ahmcd Jogezai :  Sir, these are normally advertised.

Mr. Chairman :  This is right but he is asking for a reply whether they have
been advertised or not ?

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : Specific question.

Sardar Wazir Abmed Jogezai : Yes. They have been advertised.
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Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: My information is that they were not
advertised, would you place that before the House.

Sardar Wazir Abmed Jogezai : Well. I really do not know this but I can
come up with that information.

Mr. Chairman: Then please verify that.
Sardar Wazir Ahmed Jogezai: Right, Sir.

Mr. Mubammad Mohsin Siddiqui: What was the criterion adopted for
awarding thesc scholarships ?

Sardar Wazir Ahmed Jogezai:  Sir, the normal criterion of the merit is as
under :—

(a) The quota system and the position based on the population distribution.
(b) the basic academic qualifications ; and

(c) acceptability of the candidate by the donor country. If you are asking
very specific questicn, then....

Mr. Mubammad Mohsin Siddiqui : No. What is about quota? In foreign
scholarships there is no quota, as far as I know, it is on merit.

Sardar Wazir Abmed Jogezai: No, Sir. There is.

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : Would you kindly check it up ?

Sardar Wazir Ahmed Jogezai : I can check up.
Mr. Mubammad Mohsin Siddiqui : Sir, so many scholarships had not been
utilized. The reason seems that one man for one scholarship was selected. Why

they do not sclect a panl, if one fails or one is not able to join then the other can

join. Is it not a pity that the Foreign Governments give us scholarships and
we are not able to utilize even 509 of those scholarships ?

Sardar Wazir Ahmed Jogezai : Sir, there is not only one reason for the drop
out. We had 57 scholarships.

u——"«{';Jd/‘ é/u"’ avail u“y/&(o&u"u;
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Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : Mr. Chairman, my question was; why
they don’t send a panel of candidates, so that if one doesn’t suit the donor, the
second, the third and if one doesn’t join, the second and third may join ?

Mr. Chairman : I think, you will find the reply in the answer itself. The
answer says that the Ministry of Education selected 157 candidates but finally the
scholarships were awarded to 57 which means that to the donor countries a larger
list was sent, and that is your question. :

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : Mr. Chairman, 1 say about those who
have not joined. ‘Only 37 have joined and if they would have had alternatives
the scholarships could be utilized. That was my idea.
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Mr. Javed Jabbar: Mr. Chairman, may I point out the discrepancy in the
answer as given in (a) Please note. It says the Ministry of Education selected 157
candidates but the donors finally awarded scholarships to 57 students.

Mr. Chairman : I think, there is some misprint. It is, ‘but’ the donors.

Mr. Javed Jabbar :  Sir, it does not explain, what happened to.. ..

Mr. Chairman: What the answer says is—that 157 candidates— instead of
‘by’ read ‘but’ the donors finally awarded scholarships to 57 out of the offer of
108 but the number of candidates selected was 157 of which the donar countries
accepted 57. Physically, only 35 went.

Mr. Javed Jabbar : Mr. Chairman, that means the manner, the competence
with which we selected candidates was found to be deficient by as much as one
hundred percent. Our recommendations were dropped by the donor countries.

Mr. Chairman :  You are entitled to draw that conclusion. It may be a fact
or it may not be a fact but you are entitled to draw that conclusion.

Mr. Javed Jabbar : But Mr. Chairman, surely the Minister will concede
that there is something very wrong with the way in which we evaluate candidates.
If foreign countries are not willing to respect the manner in which we select candi-
dates......

Mr. Chairman : Pleasc do some justice to the position of the Minister also.

He is very new to the whole subject.
_,;ﬂu;; sympathetic (s~ tJ"/f«! » L.7 ./Lﬂ..//;’/“)/_
@J(Jiiﬁ}*/u;f b{/ L LYs ;,@/%T/;la/bﬁ:@wai
~ L../'/'),.'}«L"-.//'L/(/ﬁ( 45/}' (/////J/‘, /.L;) ((/'l 4“:;,
. 7 . .o
wiille ot Ly S i S e o1 o S o e
}i/,d)»-'u‘z’f )}'7_‘,_(’0“ d}/] scholarships () %);b‘//dz,
e /' ‘., p - . ' . ' . L
(S| /,é fﬂ,/t zu’:‘ u‘?’u’(b/éu/}/«f-/'}/‘
HE Uy ame Ulosy  wien 20 Lyl

d))/lé I//'J" M}/JUL/LKLA/)‘J)/)/KV(}‘J’CV
5SS oitr & 2D QIF i e /){guuu;




168 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [July 12,1988

pIPX Fos 0P o £ W LT e
?’3@%’7»' G DAS L u“(a/u“ ¢ S e
M’UZ/)VL’J?’Z,/&” e

i by S T I UA O W
Farto S L Lo S ul L0 S
WL ope ol L

I Py it
| ZeS

S E e P G S

Names of countries who offered scholarship

[« L/ ALESCO <. ALESCO 4’7‘/’: L"’CF L
o AP L J//ﬁv@ R (PSP T P
. ULJ;(/;_, country }) '.J“//‘;J(:;’
2. f
-& UNEsco &Z JYJ :dﬁ‘g,’/f’/"/') by
RTINSVl L PN e

PENDING APPLICATIONS FOR TELEPHONE CONNECTIONS

22. *Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : Will the Minister for Communica-
tions be pleased to state : )

_(2) the number of telephone applications pending in each telecommunication
region ;

(b) the number of new telephone exchanges opened year-wise during the
last three years ; and

(©) the total number of exchanges to be opened during the current financial
year in each region ?
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Mr. Muhammad Aslam Khan Khattak : (a) Region-wise detail of pending
applications as on is as follows :

No. of

Name of Region pending
applications
Karachi Telecommunication Region . .. . 194982
Lahore Telecommunication Region o i o a5 90491
Southern Telecommunication Region .. ;i as . 14259
Central Telecommunication Region » - . 53 129734
Islamabad Telecommunication Region .. .. .. 24506
Northern Telecommunication Region .. .. .. . 26110
Western Telecommunication Region .. . g3 . 6 9369
Total .. 489451

(b) Following new exchanges were opened during the last three years :

Number of new telephone exchanges

Viesir opcned
Automatic Manual Total
1984-85 .. .. L. .. 17 24 41
1985-86 .. .. .. .. 26 59 85
1986-87 .. .. .. .. 16 6! 77

Total 203

(c) Following new exchanges are likely to be commissioned in different regions
during the current financial year :

" New Tuelcphox»lérE}gérhang_c‘sw

Name of Region

Automatic  Manual Total
Karachi Telecommunication Region 1 — 1
Southern Telecommunication Region 3 15 18
Western Telecommunication Region 1 8 9
Central Telecommunication Region 2 37 39
. Lahore Telecommunication Region 2 — 2
Islamabad Telecommunication Region — — —_
Northern Telecommunication Region 4 34 38

Total 107
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Y At
Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: Would the honourable. Minister inform

us as to why the applications, recommended by the Senators which were under
implementation or were duly sanctioned, have been stopped ?
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~ Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : Would the honourable Minister inform
us as to what steps have been taken to clear the pending applications whose number

is so large as over four lacs ?
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Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : ~ What measures have been taken to see
that these telephone connections are either given on merit or on certain priorities

allocated by the Government ?

Mr. Mchammad Moksin Siddiqui : What steps have been taken to see that
the connections you proposc to give they arc given ecither on merit ie., on the
bazis of the priority of timing or priority fixed by the Government ?

L % u’ﬁf/ priority 0’?% £
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Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : Would the honourabic Minister inform
uk about the status of the Corporation that is being established. what will be its
position and how it will be controlled by the Government ?
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WORKING OF TELEPHONE EXCHANGES

23. *Mr. Muhammad Tariq Chaudhry : Will the Minister for Communica-
tions be pleased to state :

(a) the number of Telephone Operators working at present in a telephone
cxchange with capacity of 50, 100 and 200 lines, indicating also the working hours
of these exchanges during a week separately in cach case;
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(b) whether it is a fact that a 50 lines exchange is functioning at Sagri, Tehsil,
Rawalpindi, if so, whether there is any proposal under consideration of the Govern-
ment to increase its capacity to 100 lines; and

(c) whether it is further a fact that on Fridays and other holidays the said
exchange remains-closed after 12-30 p.m. if so, its reasons ?

Mr. Muhammad Aslam Khan Khattak : (a) The standard fixed for number

of operators for 50 lines, 100 lines and 200 lines exchange with working hours is
given as below :—

(i) Two operators are sanctioned for a 50 lines exchange.
(ii) Five Operators are sanctioned for 100 lines exchange.
(iii) In a 200 lines exchange 6 operators work :
(1) The 50 lines exchange works part-time.
(2) The 100 and 200 lines exchanges work round the clock.

(b) Ycs. There is a proposal for its expansion to 100 lines in Annual Develop-
ment Programme, 1988-89. '

(c) The said exchange works part-time.
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Mr. Chafrman : This brings us to the end of the questions.
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Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Sir, the honourable Member may be asked to confine
himself to admissibility of the privilege motion.

Mr. Chairman : 1 think, you are right.
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Mr. Javed Jabbar : Mr. Chairman, I do not think the honourable Member
has a right to give the Ministers a status or a level higher than other Members of
the House.
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Syed Abbas Shaf: The Minister is now standing as Member of the Senate.
So, he cannot say this. ”0’9/"‘-‘-‘&;/”

He is not saying this as Laleka. He is saying this as a Member of this House
and the Members are all of equal status, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : I think, we are being for some reason too sensitive today.
Why don’t you allow the poor man to continue with whatever he wants to say.
He is referring only to himself that everybody else is superior to him in intellect.

Syed Abbas Shah: He may refer to himself as such outside the Assembly,
not inside the Assembly.
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DISCUSSION ON THE PRIVILEGE MOTION: RE : APP

Mr. Chairman : Thank you.

For the information of the House may I state that according to the agenda
the discussion or today’s sitting will have to end, to give time for discussion 6n the
adjournment motion which we admitted yesterday and I propose that we end this
discussion together with whatever else we want to take up and that would include
adjournment motions also by 12-45 p.m. latest. Because that would give time for
discussion on the adjournment motion of an hour and a half or possibly even two
hours. That is on the adjournment motion that we had. Now earlier than,that
there is a call attention notice by Prof. Khurshid I think that would require 15—20
minutes. So, this means that another half an hour 'we have to spare for adjournment
motions. So, working backward . I think this discussion will have to end as far on
the privilege motion today round about 12,00 and then we can continue, if necessary,
on the following day.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Sir, I would just like to request you that I have received
-a request from Dr. Mahbubul Haq regarding this call attention notice by Prof.
Khurshid Ahmed. He has requested that this may kindly be deferred.

Mr. Chairman : Right. We can postpone it then, if the honourable Member
so agrees, to some other day but I only wanted to inform the House of the time
constraint. -

Prof. Khurshid Ahmed: We already have one postponement. This will be
the second time now. But I have no objection.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : You se¢ today he has been held up because of some
urgent work but he will definitely, I think, be here on the next sitting.
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Mr. Chairman : Right. So, there is constraint of time. 1don’t want to place
any restriction on the length of individual’s speeches but please bear this in mind.
Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh.

Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh : I am grateful Mr. Chairman, that you have said that
you are not going to place any restriction on the time of the speeches. 1 will try
to utilise as much time as available to me and finish it today. If it is not possible
for me then I will seek your indulgence that I may be allowed to continue.

Now, Sir, these privilege motions are being considered under Rule 60 of the Rules
of Procedure—

Rule—60. “A member may with the consent of the Chairman,”

and you have Sir, consented,

““....raise a question involving a breach of privilege of
either of a member or of the Senate "

1 don't need to read it further. My submission is that this involves a breach of
privilege of a Member as well as of the Senate. The Senate has become ineffective.
The Constitution does not envisage Pakistan to continue with only one House and
Pakistan can not exist with only one House. It is a two chambers under the Consti--
tution and these two chambers must function together. Unless one functions
along with the other, it will become ineffective. What happened Sir, to the Shariah
Bill that is before us. I am not going into the merits of Shariah Bill or otherwise.
If we pass it, it is still not becoming the law. It will have to go before the National
Assembly. Therefore, the question arises whether this is breach of privilege, of the
Senate as well as of Members; because then it is a breach of privilege of each
Member of this House that he has become ineffective. Morcover, T do not aorec
with those who say that we should not bother about the Provincial Assemblics.
‘We are a product of Provincial Assemblies and if there is any vacancy again it will
have to be filled in by the Provincial Assembly. So, my submission is that this
breach of privilege has been unfortunately carried out on the 29th of May without
any justification. It was an arbitrary act which was not necessary at all. The
Objectives Resolution which has been given a lot of importance by the people who
were associated with the dissolution of the National Assembly, they were not
perhaps advised that the Objectives Resoiution begins with :—

“Whereas sovercignty over the entire Universe belongs ‘to Almighty Allah
alone, and the authority to be exercised by the people of Pakistan”

not by the individual in Pakistan,

“by the people of Pakistan within the limits prescribed by Him is a sacred
trust;

And whereas it is the will of the people of Pakistan to cstablish an order —

Wherein the State shall exercise its

1 powers and authority through the chosen
representatives of the people;....”
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So, to dismiss the chosen representatives of the people there must be a justifi-
cation that will not be questioned by anybody.  An individual? howsoever high
he may be, under the Objectives Resolution cannot deal with the chosen representa-
tives of the people without giving a valid justification for whatever he has done.

I submit, Sir, the Members of the National Assembly rightly or wrongly did
stand in the way of the passage of the Ninth Constitutional Amendment Bill but
they may have their own reasons. Then, the President has got power to send
messages to the National Assembly. He should have sent a message to the National
Assembly that T want the National Assembly to consider the Ninth Constitutional
Amendment Bill. His Presidential Address is not the same thing as the Message:
to the National Assembly because the Constitution contains two elements—one is
Presidential Address and the other is the Message. So, even if he has said in the
Presidential Address that it is lying dormant in the National Assembly that is not
the Message and that cannot be acted upon as a Message of the President. He
has not sent a Message of the President. If the Prime Minister has committed
any thing wrong he should have given a sort of notice or asked him as to why such
and such thing has not been done.

Now, the biggest single allegation is that of corruption.  Asstated by one
of the honourable Members yesterday that three Ministers of Interior who presided-
over the anti-corruption bodies of Pakistan, who dealt with anti-corruption in
Pakistan are now Ministers in the present set up. Thercfore, to say that corrup-
tion is the main cause is not correct and when did corruption not exist? In my
speech, in reply to the President’s Address, I had enumerated that with every
single Martial Law the rate of corruption had increased. I had given instances
how the rate of corruption increased in Pakistan with every single Martial Law.
With the police the rate was much lower. When the Martial Law came and the
officers connected with Martial Law had to be satisfied, the rate increased.. Now,
who is responsible for it ? Did the President think that the Prime Minister could
have done some thing which he failed to do during the Martial Law which he con-
teolled and if so, he should have told him ? The President has been presiding over
the destinies of this country with full omnipotent, omniscient powers. There was.
nothing to stand in his way. He could do whatever he liked.

Then, he talked of plots that have been distributed. I have got no plot from
the last Prime Minister. He has not allotted any plot to-me and I say that there
-are many such people who have not got any plots from the Prime Minister but
1 dare say that if the Members of the National Assembly have got plots, more
Generals, more Brigadiers, more Colonels and more Majors have got plots in
this city of Islamabad. And who is responsible for it ? The Prime Minister
did not give them plots. Who is complaining about plots ? It is those army
officers who are complaining because they got their demands when they were here.
Now, they have been transferred, new people have come, they want also plots
and the plots are not available because they are not in plenty. I say, Sir, the
Prime Minister has not taken any plot in this Islamabad as faras 1 know. I do
not know but I think he has not got any plot but I know that some of the Chief
Martial Law Administrators have got big plots in Islamabad. Did he complain
about it ?

Well. if the Members demanded plots and he felt that they were justified and
he felt that they had no plots therefore, they should get a plot, he might have given,
he might have allotted but all the Members of the National Assembly have not got
plots. It is wrong to say that all the Members have got plots. I know, Sir, even
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previously there were Ministers in this country. Those Ministers got plots and
they sold those plots. I cannot name them but the transaction was seen by me.
They got plots and they sold them and they were rich enough to buy hundreds of
such plots and they are still being thought of as likely Prime Ministers. Now, if
these things happen in this country, it is not the fault of the Ex-Prime Minister.
Of course, there may be people who want plots, who want to build houses and they
are entitled to have more houses than one in Pakistan but I have not got a plot,
Sir, anywhere, neither in Karachi nor here. 1 have not got a house of my own
either in Karachi or here. I am still-living in a rented house. But that is not the
same thing with every one. People who have got funds, who have got finances,
they may think of buying houses, they may think of buying plots and if they are
Justified and the Prime Minister allotted them what was wrong in it ?

I do say that there should be self-discipline on the Members of the National
Assembly, but unfortunately that is lacking. How could there be self-discipline in
Pakistan when a Minister who ceases to be a Minister yesterday becomes a Minister
today. 1f the Ministers of yesterday were bad, they werc given a bad name, they
had to be thrown out yet they have been accepted as Ministers by the same
authority: what do you want to say about the conduct of these people of this
country 7 Either the Authority should not have taken them as Ministers or they .
should not have accepted ministership but both have fallen into the abyss of
ignominy that will live in the history of this country for ever.

One should realize , Sir, that one sparrow would not change the season. Prime
Minister Mohammad Khan Junejo has not taken a plot. There is no allegation
against the Prime Minister that he was corrupt. I do not know but there are
people who say that somebody has taken Rs. 4 crores from the Agricultural Bank.
This is what Maulana Sahib said to day. I do not know this at all. I have not
taken any loan from any bank. No Bank has given me any loan. I try to live
within my means but to every body I cannot dictatc. - Similarly that does not make
the President of Pakistan an authority to dictate moral values to the people and
use his powers, if any, to dismiss and dissolve popularly elected ¢hosen represen-
tatives of this country, ~ heis doing it in contravention of the Objectives Resolu-
tion which says :

“Wherein the Statc shall exercise its powers and authority through the
chosen representatives of the people; wherein the principles of demo-
cracy, freedom, cquality, tolerance and social justice as enunciated by
[slam shall be fully observed:”

Now, Sir,is its democracy that a democratic House should be disbanded or
a democratic House should be dissolved ? It may well be, if he had the power.
My submission to you is that he had no power absolutely to dissolve the National
Assembly.  The order dissolving the National Assembly is not a speaking order.
He docs not say how many Members of the National Asscmbly were liable to
dissolution and if so, he should have sent a Message to the National Assembly
through the Prime Minister. What is he ? The President acts on the advice of
the Prime Minister and of the Cabinct. I am so sorry to say that a word being
used now-a-days is the ‘Caretaker Government’ that is not the correct word. Itisa
‘Caretaker Cabinet’,if any. ~ And a Caretaker Cabinet means Prime Minister plus
Ministers.
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I will invite your attention to Article 48(5). I do not concede that President

il;dfthe: power-in his discretion to dissolve the Assembly but even this reads like
is >

“Where the President dissolves the National Assembly, he shall, in his discre-
tion—

The first thing he will do; is :—

(a) appoint a date, not later than ninety days from the date of the dissolu-
tion, for the holding of a general election to the Assembly.

He has not appointed that date and therefore, he was not competent to appoint
a Care-taker Cabinet.

Here it (the Constitution) says, ‘appoint a date’. To this day he has not ap-
pointed a date and what the Ex-Prime Minister is waiting for, is for him to appoint
a date. Once he appoints a date then the Ex-Prime Minister would place before the
nation his side of the case. That is what he has said. At least twice I have

.read it in the newspapers. Therefore, I don’t think Maulana Sahib was right when
he said that the Prime Minister did not say anything. He had said already to
appoint a date for the election and within ninety days.

Article 224(2) makes it quite clear. If there is any ambiguity, I sﬁpposc
there is no ambiguity, this is my plea that there is no ambiguity in 48(5), any how
Article 224 makes it quite clear :

Atticle 224(2) :

“When thc National Assembly or a Provincial Assembly is dissolved, a
general election to the Assembly shall be held within a period of ninety
days after the dissolution,....”

That makes it quite clear that gencral election must be held within ninety days
and this is a special provision and therefore it will prevail.

My submission is there is no option to the President as things stand today.
He has to declare date of election. In fact he had to declare the date of election
under Article 48(5)(a) before he appointed a Care-taker Cabinet. This Care-taker
‘Cabinet is, thercfore. unconstitutional, without authority. It can not function
becausc the question of Care-taker ariscs only when there is something to care for.
What is this Cabinet to care for—holding the election, then, appoint a date.
Appoint a date and then take action for the purpose of holding election. Then
the Constitution provides also:

“When the National Assembly is dissolved the President may ask the
Prime Minister to conunue until the next incumbent i office is elected.”

Now, this enabling power of the President is intended to resolve difficultics
as have arisen today. The Constitution does not envisage continuance of a
Cabinet in this country without a Prime Minister. He has not even cared to
appoint Mr. Khattak as thc Prime Minister of this country. If Mr. Khattak is a
Senior Minister where is the provision for appointment of a Scnior Minister?
There is no provision for appointment of a Senior Minister. What we understand
is a Prime Minister, a Minister, Minister of the State but no Senior Minister. This
nomenclature has been designed only to hoodwink the poeple. Only to tell the
people that T have somebody called ‘Prime Minister’. The only thing is that he

£}
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sits in the Prime Minister seat, probably occupies Prime Minister’'s Chamber,
probably occupies Prime Minister’s House, I don’t know. I have not met him,
he is a very good friend of mine but 1 have not cared to ask him. I never men-
tioned it to him. But that does not make him a Prime Minister. That does not
fulfil the demands of the Constitution, that does not fulfil the demands or the
requirements of the Constitution. And what has happened to us .Sirf? We have
been humiliated all over the world. The chosen representatives two hundred and
odd were dismissed by one individual. Can Reagon do that ? Can Indian
President do that ? Wherever there is a democracy there are certain unwritten
laws and those laws have to be adhered to. They have to be respected. I don’t
know it may happen. We might be faced with Martial Law, not before very
long that is also possible. Although Martial Law is not envisaged in this Consti-
tution at all. We have tolerated Martial Law thrice before but this Constitution
does not envisage a Martial Law. Where did these Lt. Generals fight the war?
Against the people of Pakistan to become Lt. Generals, to be full Generals, to
be Field Martials not against foreign countries. I don’t know. It is rather
unfortunate but a man like me feels very very sorry. We took part in the move-
ment for Pakistan not for these purposes, not for making somebody the Lt. General
or full General or the President of Pakistan, we did it for democracy and one of
the fundamentals which ' Quaid4-Azam. placed before this country was that in this
country there will be democracy. You see Sir, the objectives Resolution wherein
the principles of democracy—freedom and equality, tolerance, social justice as
cnunciated by Islam shall be fully observed. Where is democracy? Is it a
democracy that two hundred and odd Members of National Assembly should be
dismissed by a single man.

Now, therefore, we the people of Pakistan faithful to the declaration madc
by the Founder of Pakistan—Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, “Pakistan
would be a democratic State based on Islamic principles of social justice”. Now,
are we true to thig declaration of Quaid-i-Azam ? Was the President true to the
declaration of Quaidi-Azam that Pakistan will be governed as a democratic
state 2 Where is the democracy? And democracy cannot exist without our
two Houses according to the Constitution of this country. And it goes further--
*“dedicated to the preservation of democracy achieved by unremitting struggle
of the people against the oppression and tyranny. On the contrary, people are
suffering from oppression and tyranny. We are not true to the preservation of
democracy in this country and this is because we have loaned people with big
ambitions. If they want to have a king in this country probably it is a different
altogether. They will have to scratch this Constitution and put in a new Consti-
tution. I don’t know what they will do.

Now, the first thing we are to do is to go and place ourselves at the feet of a
King of Saudi Arabia. That is what we do. That is unthinkable. The Quaid-i-Azam
never suggested anything but democracy that can function in this country.

~ Youknow, Sir, Cabinet of the Quaid4-Azam had given him unlimited powers to
change any resolution or any decision taken by the Cabinet in his capacityias the
Quaid-i-Azam. He did not exercise that power at all; he left it to the Cabinet to
decide everything. The power is not meant to be exercised if it is against the
people and this power that has been exercised is against the people. 1If there is any
justification in exercise of this power in respect of the Members of the National
Assembly then what is the justification for dissolving the Provincial Assemblies?
Provincial Assemblies had done rothing. There is no allegation against the Pro-
vincial Assemblies. I suppose, they wanted to get rid of one of the Chief Ministers
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who was not probably of their liking andithat is why they dissolved all the Provincial
Assemblies. I think, the two conceptions that we have to accept presently are that
we are being governed by dictatorship supported by some people who until yester-
day supported. Mr. Junejo and today they are supporting for their own selfish
ends the new dictator and they will be prepared for us perhaps to announce him
as a king. I may not accept it; Mr. Javed Jabbar may not accept it but they will
probably be prepared to accepf him as a king. But what we should really do is if
Objectives Resolution is our objectives resolution then democracy must be main-
tained at all costs. We must preserve democracy; our endeavours should be to
preserve democracy, that can only be done if chosen representatives of the people
are allowed to continue as the democracy is always a rule of trial and error; not
that error as we did will be acceptable to Maulana Samiul Haq. No, we know,
we are human beings. We are not as learned as he is, to be making no mistake
atall. He commits no mistake but I do. I accept that in giving my opinion in the
House, in a democratic House, I may commit mistake.

(interruption)
Mr. Chairman: No interruption, please.

Mr. Hassan A. Shaikh : No, I don’t mean to Maulana Samiul Haq, I am very
sorry if he has taken it amiss in any manner whatsoever directly or indirectly.

Mr. Chairman* No, no. continue.

Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh: Sir, my submission is that democracy is a rule of
trial and error. It is good but that is the way, if all the ten crores of people cannot
come to give their verdict; they choose their representatives and those representa-
tives give their decisions and after 5 years they will go back to their people and if
their decisions are correct, people will return them the power otherwise they will
not be returning to the power. So, that is the only way how decisions are taken
in a democratic country. If the President thinks that ‘no’ they must join him;
they must try to fathom his mind and do what he think is right is not proper.
Because he has not sent the Messages; there was a democratic way and he could
have sent ! Messages: to do this and that and then he could have said that that had
not been done. Including something in the Presidential Address is not the substi-
tute for the Messages which are to be pinpointed. Among so many topics, Presi-
dential Address had one topic about corruption, one about Islamization or about
so many other things but he had to send a Message, a particular Message which
he has not done. In fact, he has failed. If you permit me to say he has failed to
do his duty under the Constitution, and he must be held responsible for all the
ills of this country even to tbis date. He is responsible; we are not responsible
because we did not fathom his mind. We are lucky that he has allowed us to

" continue, not because this provision in the Constitution would stand in his way

if he had decided to disband the Senate. What is Constitution for him? He has
once got rid of the Constitution 1973....

Mr. Chairman : 1 think, confine yourself to the action that he has taken.
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Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh : I told you earlier, Sir, that the President had enabling
power and that power is in Article 94, which says :

“The President may ask the Prime Minister to continue to hold office until
his successor enters upon the office of Prime Minister”.

As you know Sir, it is rule of interpretation that may also could be read as
‘shall’ and in this case, it is mandatory if the President felt that the National
Assembly must go, the Prime Minister would continue and even in cases where
there was a vote of no-confidence against the Prime Minister and that had succeeded
even then he could have asked the Prime Minister to continue until the next Prime
Minister comes to office. That may be not by fresh election but by sort of an
election of a Leader in the Assembly. Therefore, this enabling power was the
only power available to the President in this casc. He has not used that power.
He has failed to exercise that power which he should have cxercised to avoid
rebuke to the people of Pakistan in the world. In the world we have been looked
upon as uncivilized people who do not know how to run a government. No, Sir,
there are many occasions when the British Prime Minister was thought to be
not possible to be elected at all and so many allegations were made against her.
But when she came to power, everybody kept quiet, and to the extent to which our
Government had gone it was quite clear that in 1990, if not earlier, there would have
been fresh elections. I say in 1990, if not earlier, there is also possibility that the
elections should have been held carlier. But the action taken by the President
has struck at the roots of the democracy and has probably carried us back for
another 10 years. I do not envisage an early election and the allegation was made
by Maulana Samiul Haq that Prime Minister has not given his version of events or
his version of his case to this day. He has made it quite clear I mean the Ex-Prime
Minister. He has made it quite clear as soon as the President gives out the date
of election he will tell the whole world as to what has happened, what has led to
his dismissal. But President is avoiding to give a date. Why ? It was his duty
to have given the date first and then appointed a Caretaker Cabinet. Now, the
word ‘Cabinet’ envisages—Article 91 Sir :

'(l) “There shall be a Cabinct of Ministers, with the Prime Minister at its
head, to aid and advise the President in the exercise of his functions.

(2) The President shall in his discretion appoint: from amongst the members.
of the National Assembly a Prime Minister. ...”

That has happened. He has already appointed and the Prime Minister has got
the vote of confidence, in fact he has got vote of confidence twice from the National
Assembly, not even once but twice. Now, my-submission is that the word “Care-
taker Cabinet” means Caretaker Cabinet with Prime Minister at its head and other
Ministers. It cannot be without Prime Minister, a Cabinet without Prime Minister
is no Cabinet at all and the word used in the Constitution is ‘Cabinet’. The
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word we are popularly using now-a-days or at least people who want to make
things explicit want to use is ‘present Goverament’, not Government. It is ‘Cabinet’.
It is not Caretaker Government, it is a Caretaker Cabinet. This is the only thing
envisaged in the Constitution if we are to live up to the Constitution.

Mr. Chairman : I think you can explain it further. As far as I recall Article
91 which is the normal Article applying to the formation of Government that
makes a mention of Cabinet with the Prime Minister at its head. Under Article
58(2) it does talk of a Caretaker Cabinet and a Caretaker Cabinet has not been
defined anywhere in the Constitution. So, probably this is one of the points which
require elaboration. '

Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh : My submission would be Sir, ‘Caretaker Cabinet’,
(tihaflit word has been used in 48(5). You see Sir, the word ‘Cabinet’ has been
efined.

Mr. Chairman: The Cabinet qualified by the word ‘Caretaker” which
Mr. Tariq Chaudhry is calling ‘undertaker’.

Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh: Sir, ‘Cabinet’, is defined. NoW, the only question
is that Caretaker Cabinet could be different from the Cabinet as defined in the
Constitution.

Mr. Chairman : That is right.

Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh : There is no other interpretation given to
the Cabinet in the Constitution.  So, therefore. Article 91 will have to
be pressed into service to decide as to what is a Caretaker Cabinet. It will be the
same thing. Now, ‘Caretaker’ you see Sir, what does the Constitution envisage?
There may be a time when Prime Minister loses confidence of the majority
of the National Assembly then he is sacked and a Caretaker Cabinet is appointed.
But there is no such thing that Caretaker Cabinct has to be. When the President
dissolves « National Assembly he shall in his discretion first appoint a date, and
he has failed in that. He has not exercised the power that he had in his discre-
tion.

Mr. Chairman : You had made that point alrcady. I think.

Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh: Yes. My submissionis that so far as Caretaker
Cabinet is concerned you cannot go beyond that interpretation of the word
“Cabinet’. The interpretation of ‘Cabinct’ as given by the Constitution has
10 be accepted. So, thercfore, Article 91 has to be pressed into service in order
to read what a Caretaker Cabinet is. There shall be a Cabinet of Ministers with
Prime Minister at its head to aid and advise the President in the exercise of his
functions. Now, the present Carctaker Cabinet has to be read along with Arti-
cle 91. Otherwise in Article 91 the word should have been something else, not
‘Cabinet . If the word was something else and not the <Cabinet’ then what is
being suggested is that Caretaker Cabinet is not something different from the
Cabinet. That interpretation could have been possible, but'I don’t think Sir,
that interpretation is possible. And the same words arc used in the Provincial
case also. There also the word * Caretaker Cabinet’ is there. Not only in the
Central or Federal Government but even in the Provinces that word is there.

Sir, if Article 94 envisages continuity, that gives certain powers —~

Article 94—* The President may ask the Prime Minister to continuc  to
hold office until his successor cnters upon the office of Prime
Minister.”
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Therefore, 1f you rcad Article 94, Article 48(5), Article 91, then you will
probably come to the conclusion or at Ieast I will be able to advance this argument
that this Constitution does not envisage a situation in which Pakistan can be
without a Prime Minister. Even if the Prime Minister is dead, immediately
a Prime Minister would have to be appointed. The king is dead. Long live the
king. That is what they say in England. And I think here also the Primc

Minister is a continuous process, Prime Minister must continue. And what a
ridiculous thing for Pakistan.....

Mr. Chairiran : I think, the point is made. it is no usc stressing it further.
I think 1t would save time.

Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh :  No, I will only say this Sir, that the Prime Minister
gocs to China, enters upon some discussion, takes certain decisions, the Prime
Minister goes to Manila, takes some deccisions, comes to Pakistan and before
he enters the Prime Minister’s House, the order of dissolution is passed and he
is dismissed. What would the whole world must have said about us ? This
is Pakistan, an uncivilised country ? 1 feel ashamed to use that word becausc
it means I am living in an uncivilised country but yes, I have been reduced to that
position. I took part in the Pakistan Movement. @ addressed the Muslim
League Council in Bombay at Qaisarbagh on the question of direct action. 1
represented Bombay then, in 1945, Today, I find that in the Pakistan that I
envisaged, the Quaidi-Azam envisaged, the Mather-i-Millat envisaged, there every now
and then the question arises as to whose sword is higher and how it can be used.
This is unfortunate. We are not in a position to show our faces to the whole
world. I went to United States Sir, to plead for restoration of Pakistan’s aid
snd the Senators who met us, they told us, “we are very happy that from
a democratic country Senators and thc Members of the National Assembly have
come to plead their casc. Right or wrong we will decide but we did not want
to discuss with your officers, with your Ambassador as to what we should do.
We want to discuss with you.” * We were so candid, so frank, we told them. Isaid,
“your assistance to Israel, your support to Israel right or wrong has created .
problems for us.” They did not say anything against it. All they did was ulti-
mately they restored the aid but that is because they belicved in democracy, we
believed in democracy and we spoke against them. We said so many things
against the United States but they or some of them accepted that and then ulti-
mately they told us that they wanted we people, i.e. the Parliament Members to
come there to talk with them. Can you send parliamentary Members now ?

With what face can we send parliamentary Members when we have dismissed
majority of the Members ? Except the Senate, all the Members have been
dismissed. So, at least for the purpose of prestige of this country, for the purpose
of Quaid-i-Azam who envisaged the establishment of Pakistan as a democratic
set up and whose name you have enshrined in your Objectives Resolution and
his demand for democracy as enshrined in the Objectives Resolution, at least
for that sake you should have respected democracy. Now, if you had to dismiss
the National Assembly you should have sent a Message to the National Assembly
and given them an opportunity. The smallest thing that you can do is to give
an opportunity of being heard i.e. give them a Message, tell them that this is some
thing that you have done and then you can think of some action. Whether you
still have been justified or not, that is a different thing. But it is most arbitrary,
most unjustifiable and in fact it is some thing which cannot even be accepted by
the ordinary folks in this country as well as in the world where they understand
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the name ‘ democracy *. 1 do not know if there are some people who will support
this action but I am one of those who oppose this action whole-heartedly from
the bottom of their heart.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Point of order, Sir. We should be very clear. The
question is not supporting or opposing an action. The question is whether the
privilege motion is admissible or pot?

Mr. Chairman: Yes, the question is whether the threc privilege motions
are admissible or not?

Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh: My learned friend may not rush up. He has justi-
fied his presence there because you had once upon a time been sitting there in
those (back) benches, then came here, then got stuck to it and are remaining there.
So, I congratulate you that you have talent to continue whatever may be the
season. You have talent to continue. T congratulate you.
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Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh: 1. Sir, most humbly apologise to my friend if hf
thinks 1 have done any thing like ¢ J# ’ or suggested any thing like ¢ J¥
because 1 do not mean to insult him.~ He is a good friend of mine. He has been
smiling at me every time he meets mc. I do not want to say any thing against

him.

Any way, Sir, the threc motions that have been tabled before you are accord-
ing to the Constitution, according to the Rules of Procedure and involve breach
of privilege of Members as well as this House. This House has been rendered
jneffective by an action which is unjustifiable, arbitrary and wholly wrong.

Thank you, Sir.
Mr. Chairman : Who else would like to take the floor.
Mr. Shad Muhammad Khan: Mr. Chairman, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : Yes please..
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Mr. Chairman: Who else would liketo speak ?

UGS s B o Flr oo

Mr. Chairman : Yes please.

(Pause)
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Mr. Chairman : Just one minute. Half an hour usually we devote to con-
sideration of adjournment motions. If you want to take up the adjournment
motions today then, of course, this would be the time to stop. We take up ad-
journment motions and then leave the rest of the-time for the discussion of the
motion that we had admitted.
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Mr. Javed Jabbar: Sir, movers have a right to reply also.

Mr. Chairman: Movers have a right to reply. I think I will have to re-
quest you (Justice Minister) to wind up the debate. I had, in fact, yesterday
asked the Attorney-General also because so many constitutional issues have been
raised. '

Prof. Khurshid Ahmed : The Attorney-General is not here.
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Mr. Chairman : He told me that he would be in Karachi but if the debate
is not going to finish today then he would make himself available on Thursday.

Yes Nawabzada Jahangir Shah Jogezai.
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Mr. Javed Jabbar : Mr. Chairman, sorry, what about your earlier reference
to the discussion on the adjournment motion. Why do not you request him

(Akhundzada Bahrawar Saced) to speak at the next sitting. He will get adequate
time by that way.

Mr. Chairman : Well, this is what T am asking him as to how much time
he is going to take.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: But he is entitled to whatever time he wants.

_ Mr. Chairman: Because we still have fifteen minutes. Can you (Akhund-
zada Behrawar Saced) finish in fifteen minutes.

Akhunzada Behrawar Saeed : No, Sir, I cannot finish in 15 minutes.

Mr. Chairman: Then, we will take up adjournment motions, and this dis-
cussion on the privilege motion would continue then on the next sitting day.

(interruption)

Mr. Chairman : Would you (M. Wasim Sajjad) like to lay down the Shariah
Ordinance. This is one of the items on the agenda.

(interruption)
Mr. Ahmedmian Soomro:  Point of order, Sir. I wanted to request you
that therec was a privilege motion of minc and for 14th July I have applied for
leave, so that may be taken up after the 14th. 4

Mr. Chairman :  We still have time. If you want to take this up now, I have
no objection.

Mr. Ahmedmian Soomro :  Sir, it will take only two minutes.

Mr. Chairman: Right. You just read it out.



222 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [July 12, 1988

PRIVILEGE MOTION; RE: REFUSAL TO SANCTION TELEPHONE
CONNECTIONS AGAINST THE: RECOMMENDATION OF
THE MEMBERS OF THE PARLIAMENT

Mr. Ahmedmian Soomro: Sir, T ask for lcave of the House to make a
motion that :

* This House do adjourn to discuss a breach of privilege of the Members
of the Senate occasioned by the issuce of orders by the Telephone department of
Pakistan not to give any telephone connections agsinst the quota sanctioned for
all parliamentarians, which order would apply to the Members of this Senate
also. Although the Senate still very much exists and  only, the National Assembly
has been dissolved. This order has affected the prestige and credibility of the
Members of Scnate as they had granted telephone connections which have been
annulled ™. :

Sir. briefly, if you permit me. I would submit that the Government had  fixed
a quota and given the privilege to the Members of the Senate and MNAs to re-
commend two telephones per month anywhere in Pakistan on which the orders
were issued by the Director-General to the respective General  Managers and
the purtics concerned, and telephone connections were given on that.  With the
dissolution of the National Assembly on 29th May, 1988. some papers wrote
that this quota has been cancelled and without any govenrnment dircctive at  that
time the Director-General (Telephones) issued orders wihholding and  annulling
all those orders which they had alrcady issued for grant of telephone cornec-
tions-—even in the case of telephone connections granted from the quota for
the month of January.  Sir. this is a direct insult to the Members of the Senate.
We make recommendation for telephone, the orders are issued. then the National
Assembly is dissolved and the Senator’s orders are also withheld. So. 1 would ask
the Minister for Communications that he may very kindly protect the dignity
and prestige of the Senate and not to have the orders in this manner dis-respected.
The orders in question may be withdrawn and the quota of the Senatc Members
at Icast be restored.  Because on the one hand they are advertising that they are
going to give onc lac new conncctions in this year and here are only two connec-
tions per Member which come to about 1800 to 2000 @ year are being annulled
and this is causing great disrespect (o the Members. T would, therefore, request
the honourable Minister for Communications to assure this House that he would
withdraw these orders and restore the quota as it was and particularly those
where orders have already been issued. Thank vou. Sir.

Mr. Chairman : You have not touched on the technical aspect ofthe ques-
tion and that is that it may be a concession, it may be something which was given
and promised to the Senators but does it constitute a privilege ?

Mr. Ahmadmian Soomro : It is not being opposed, Sir.  If it is opposed
thzn 1 would speak on it

(futerruptions)

Mr. Javed Jabbar :  If 1 may state my views on this. Mr. Chairman, in my
humble view a benefit bestowed on a Member of parliament by virtue of being
a Member of parliament—a benefit that has been publicly publicised ‘becomes
a privilege because the public perceives their representatives as possessing that
privilege and even though we arc not directly eclected, we are hounded, asked,
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persuaded and harrassed by so many innocent citizens who think that we are the
only recourse to getting that telephone connection, and if at all Government
chooses to review this facility they must first take us into confidence and get our
consent before withdrawing what has become a privilege. So, M. Chairman,
my humble view is that it is a privilege and it is not a concession.

Mr. Chairman: Your latter suggestion purcly from the administrative
point of view that the members of the parliament should have been consulted
before withdrawing this facility, T agree to that, but still I will be hard put to con-
cede that it is a privilege in the sense that we understand privileges in this House
and on which there have been a number of rulirigs—a privilege bestowed or con-
ferred by the Consiitution or by law or which can be derived from any usage,
practice in parliaments elsewhere—so it docs not come within that definition,

Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh :  Not elsewhere but in the parliament of this country.
Prof. Khurshid Ahmed : Mr. Chairman, mav | make a submission.

Mr. Chairman :  Yes Pleasc.
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Mr. Chairman :  We arc now encroaching into the time fixed for adjourn-
ment motion.
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Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh : May I have one minute or so not more than that ?
Sir, the privilege is available although on the basis of usage and practice.  Practice
has been going on for a long time and this is not our privilege that we want tele-
phones for ourselves. We recommend to people of our constituency and there
are rules of priorities owing by them. They can inciude Senators in that priority.
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Mr. Muhammad Aslam Khan Khattak . Sir. as this question was raised in

ihe National Assembly and [ had replied. First of all, let me say that this is no
privilege conferred on the Members. 1t is a courtesy extended to them that
their recommendations would be given due consideration and respect which is
duc to a Member of the National Assembly. Sir, we followed this procedure
during the littlc period that when we were out of office. T think somebody from
the Communications Ministry or other issued some orders under the pressure
of objection raised whether it was Islamic or fair.  That he had applied for a
telephone connection for the last six years but he had not been given a telephone
connection whercas his neighbour who was influential who had got friends, who
had got important friends and his telephone had been installed within twenty
four hours. Is this fair ? Do you call yourselves Islamic all the time?  Thus,
they decided as you have expressed that we are all equal before law and we should
follow the same procedure that hc who comes first should be served first and
he who comes later should be served later. Sir, when I took office Mr. Ahmad
Mian Soomro brought this point to my notice that they had recommended and
some demand notices had also been issucd and some of their recommendations
were pending. So, in deference to his wishes and other honourable Members
who have already recommended previous to that order, I immediately issued
and order. He told me this yesterday and 1 issued this order on the same day.
It has been reported to me that the recommendations previously made by Senators,
M.N.As. concerning telephone connections are not being accepted by the
T & T Department. It is in cases where demand notices have already been issued
on the recommendations of the Scnators or Ex-M.N.As. These must be ho-
noured and telephone connections may be provided to their recommendees
accordingly. This is immediate order issucd on the 11th.  Then, I gave this copy
to the honourable Member and he suggested an amendment and that amendment

18

“In cases where orders have been issued by the D.G.T.&.T., Islamabad to the
respective General Managers to give Telephone connections on the recommend-
ations of Senators and M.N.As. must be implemented and telephone connections
be provided to the recommendees accordingly.”

So, I have accepted this recommendations also. Now, all I beg the honour-
able Members, is not two connections they can issue six only to deserving people.
For instance Sir. there is the category we have given; there is a commercial or-
ganization, there is a legal organization, there are sick people, there are hospitals,
there are educational institutions. Certainly to such people any recommenda-
tions made by the honourable Member would be given duc consideration at the
utmost priority. But if it is going to be given just to an ordinary person  who
has got no qualifications for priority then I request them that they would exer-
cise their discretion, their judgement and fair play because there are more than
six hundred thousand people today waiting for telephone connections, some six
years old, some seven years old, some five years old. So, 1 would request them
that they may ecxercise their recommendations only in cases where they really
feel that the man deserves and that recommendation would be given the consi-
deration which is due to the status of the honourable Members. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman : If the honourable Member is satisfied with what the Minis-
ter has stated then T hope that he would not press his motion.
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Mr. Ahmadmian Soomro : Sir, I think, the honourable Minister for having
accepted that amendment given by me but the question is that in the Telephone
Depariment they have already priorities. So, in that the honourable Minister
may also include on top priority a recommendation of a Senator.

Mr. Chairman: This becomes an administrative arrangement between you
and the Department and the Minister.

Mr. Ahmadmian Soomro : Sir, I am, on behalf of Senator requesting the
Minister that since they do have priorities what will happen if they even say give
one telephone fto a Member of the Senate.:. I think, afterall we have come from
our constituencies, we are pestered by the people. We feel some of them if he
has applied say for four years or three years or two years he should get it. So,
what would be wrong, I mean where they are going to give one lac connections
in a year if they give another hundred fifty or two hundred connections at the
instance of Senators.  Afterall they expect cooperation from us. Let them also
respect us. Let them also at least realize that we have some constituents whom
we have to serve. I do not think it would make any difference, if the honourable

Minister would be gracious at least allowing one telephone per month to a Sena-
tor.
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They will be given the greatest respect but. my request is—only give it to
deserving cases.

Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Saced Qadir : We can assure the Minister that it will be
given to the deserving.

Mr. Chairman : I think, this is betwecen you to scttle yourself.

Mr. Mohammad Aslam Khan Khattak : Don’t use your privilege just be-
cause you want to favour somebody and then others are left behind.
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This is a matter between you and the Minister as I said bcf(}re. You settle
it between yourself. As far as I am concerned, I am concerned only with the
admissibility of the motion and what I was looking for I have got hold of that
and I will read that out to you.

(interruption)

Mr. Chairman : 1 think, when the Chairman is speaking he is not interrupt-
ed. This is the first principle. :

Now, with regard in the context of privilege this was said carlier on, I think,
whether it was 1985 or 1986 that the fundamental principle is that all citizens
including the Members of the Parliament are to be treated equally and unless so
specified in the Constitution or any valid law or such parliamentary traditions
which by their constant usage and adherence with them have assumed the force
of law, a Member of parliament cannot claim any privilege higher than that
cnjoyed by an ordinary citizen. I am sticking to that rule and I am sticking to
that ruling, and from my point of view the privilege motion is out of order. The
rest is the arrangement between you and the Minister if he has agreed, thank him
for that. Well, that finishes as far this moticn is concerned.

Mr. Ahmadmian Soomro : We are not disrespected.
Me. Chairman : That is a different matter.

Mr. Ahmadmian Soomro : Afterall they want our co-operation, what i3
the wrong if they give us one telephone connection per month.

Mr. Chairman : Well, this is between you and the Minister. T am not con-

cerned with giving telephone connection. Please being a law. Please bring something
on the basis of which . . ..
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Mr. Javed Jabbar : Sir, the ruling that you have quoted trom....' close
all those VIP lounges.”

Mr. Chairman : Well, if somebody says that he has not had an entry into
VIP lounge and his privilege has been hurt....

Mr. Javed Jabbar : But Mr. Chairman, there should not be any VIP loungs
in Pakistan. Why is there a VIP lounge. v

Mr. Chairmzn : Move for that. Bring 2 law to that effect: that would be
quite correct.

Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Saeed Qadir : Mr. Chairman, 1 just like to bring to your
notice that we will continue to agitate in this House as long as this privilege is
not restored.  You may keep ruling it out but we will continue to agitate on this
issue because the Government must give us assurance that this privilege can be
restored.

Mr. Chairman: As far as I am concerned you can go to the Goverament
out. I have nothing to do with that. I don’t rule any brief for the Government
or for any Minister. I am holding a brief for the Constitutional rights of this
House, and I will try to protect them to the best of my understanding and ability.

(Interruption).

Mr. Chairman: I am not concerned with what happens between you aad
the Minister. That is not my headache, sorry.

Mr. Muhammad Aslam Khan Khattak - Sir, if the honourable Members
want one or two then. ...

(interruption)

Mr. Chairman: Actually again, please I am not bothered about one or

two; this is a matter entirely up to you to satisfy your clients; you satisfy the
Members of this House. d Y ¥

(interruption)

Mr. Mohammad Aslam Khan Khattak : If they want two, then I will accept
it. But then there should not be more than that because honourable Members
being four, five, six and we accept those as they are justified.

Honourable Members : © TWo *, Sir.
Mr. Mohammad Aslam Khan Khattak : Alright. If you want two, I accept.

Mr. Chairman : Well, I suggested to him if he is not withdrawing, I am
ruling it out.

Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh: He withdraws it, Sir.
Mr. Chairman : At any rate, I have given the ruling and whatever I wanted

to say I have said this already; I cannot go back on that because that I think, &k
the correct position.
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Mr. Ahmadmian Soomro : Sir, we attempt to '
Members. P protect the respect of the

Mi. Charrman : Right. Respect is onethingand parliamentary privilege

is quite a different thing. I think we have ruled on that several times and every-

time if we reopen these issues there would be no finality to anything, and it would
10t be possible to establish a new tradition.

Right. we tak i . ; : :
day. g ¢ take up the adjournment motion which was admitted the othar
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Syed Abbas Shah : Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

1 rise on this sad occasion and I speak on this sad incident which has occurred
because of the tension in the Gulf, on the war between two Muslim brother coun-
tries where a defenceless commercial airline in which approximately 300 passengers
were travelling including women, children and infants was shot down on an inter-
national commercial corridor. ~ Sir, this is really a very unfortunate sad incident.
it amounts to a cold blooded murder of those peolple which have no fault as 1
said but they were innocent people. This requires condemnation. Our Minis-
ter stated that Government of Pakistan has issued certain statements but Sir,
they are definitely not enough because those people who claim to be the cham-
pions of freedom, those people who consider themselves that they protect the
right of oppressed have committed a crime and it is really shameful that they
don’t regret it even today.

I refer again to the incident of a Korean Airline which was shot down by the
Russians in 1983. At that time thec Americans were leading all the cry, all-the
condemnations, . whereas this situation was quite different because the Korean
Airline straight from the natural coursc probably went to the sensitive area of
Russian Corridor and it was also established that the Korean Airline was given
warning but here, no warning was given to this Airline which was travelling on
its international route and it is now an established fact that as it was claimed
it had been a mistake by the computer but all experts’ views which have come
in the newspaper have proved this thing that this Airline could not be mistakes
in any way. It is a fact that when there is any aggression from the communist
side the capitalistic block, the Zionist block always take a very active role in con-
demning that thing. The policy of Pakistan Government for the last 40 years
have been that where there has been any aggression in any country we have taken
a strong view to condemn although with our limited rescurces, with our limited
conditions. We have also taken stand as in Afghanistan, we have condemned
the aggressors and we have proved to the world, Pakistan has proved to the world
that a small country like Pakistan can take stand against a country which is called
a super power and by the grace of God it has been proved that if you fight for
your right you can stop the super powers because there are many countries in the
world, many people in the world which support the right course of a country but
unfortunately in the Gulf, Americans have come in and they have been invited
by a country which is not a democratic country, where there is no democracy.
They have been called by a King to protect their ships. Sir, we Pakistani must
condemn this action. We must not allow this area to become an area of tension
because this will finally escalate, this will bring unstability to this region. This
incident gives us an opportunity that we should go to the world forum. We
should call on the Muslim brothers that we must stop the big powers entering
this area, disturbing the peace of this region because we have no resources to fight
against the nuclear powers, we have no resources to stop the powerful systems
of aggression. The only thing is that in the world forum if the nation gets toge-
ther as it has been proved in Afghanistan, we can stop the super powers.

We must salute today to the lranian Government that in situation like thts,
under such pressure they have shown great restraint; when their innocent people
have been killed they have gone to the world forum. They have taken the normat
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course of presenung the case in the United Nations. We must support them,
we must help them on all the forums and this is an occasion that we must ask
both the brotherly countries that this uselesswar which is Killing the Muslims and
destroying all the Muslim countries and their economy that should be stopped.
Pakistan as we see it always played a very important role in the affairs of the
Muslim countries and we ask our Government that again they should use their
influence, they should use their position to ask the super power, may be we have
some friendly relations with that super power, that they should try to restrain
themselves, they should vacate this area. We should also use our influence in
asking the two brotherly Muslim countries to stop this useless war.” Thank you
very much, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : Thank you very much. Mr. Javed Jabbar was the other
move of this motion.

Mr. Javed Jabbar : Thank you Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, I belicve
that this incident which has led to the admission of this adjournment motion through
your kind courtesy and the consent of the House is an unfortunate example of
a conflict between technology and foreign policy. It is a classic example of
where very highly sophisticated technology which is often very expensive and
bought with very scarce resources is used both by the developed countries and
developing countries which are engaged in conflict ostensibly to implement
certain foreign policy objectives but which end up actually becoming
military policy rather than foreign policy and we refer to an incident where the
initiation of the' tragedy takes place from the side of a country that lays claim to
be the most technologically advanced society on the earth today. It is a country
that has produced satellites that are able to photograph not only bridges and
roads in any country, it has produced satellite photography technology that is
able to pin point literally a handkerchief in a little corner of the earth and yet it
seems to be a society that is unable to identify an aircraft as to whether this air-
craft is an ftem from outer space. Is it carrying children or is it carrying arms ?
And one is struck by this paradox that—is this claim to sophisticated tecchnology
a valid claim or is it an inadequate achievement in technology that when an object
is just a few minutes away a socicty and a country and a system that can pin-point
objects on planets far away from this earth cannot identify the reality of a vehicle
moving through the air a few miles away from the source of destruction. But
apart from this paradox Mr. Chairman, I think it is also a horrendous new twist
to a very ugly geo-political situation. It is only the latest development of a geo-

_political situation. It cannot be just an accident. If it is an accident it is an
accident, as I said earlier, between technology and foreign policy but really to
my mind it is simply the latest and most unpleasant development of a geo-political
crisis and the reaction of Pakistan obviously on a humanitarian level has been
very appropriate that we have sent a message of concern, we have also condemned
the incident which is also very appropriate but I think the truly befitting response
by the Government should be a review of its foreign policy vis-a-vis the Gulf
region and a review of the foreign policy without overlooking the fact that very
creditably when the Iran-Iraq war started, our Head of State immediately volun-
teered to serve on a peace mission which is a very creditable thing hut over the
years partly as a result of our involvement in Afghanistan and our reliance on the
patronage of our friend across the Atlantic, I think, we have lost the edge that
we possibly had in the Gulf. That we have in a sense been neutralised. It is
a very difficult foreign policy situation facing us in the Gulf—two fellow Muslim
countries are involved and fortunately we have been able more or less to strike a
balanced path between the two of them so far but we cannot indefinitely continue
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to pat ourselves on .. the back purely on the ground of non-involvement in a con-
flict. That is neither an Islamic characteristic nor is it a positive secular charac-
teristic. I mean no Muslim should be proud to claim that at least his policy has
succeeded because he has not become a partisan on either side of the conflic.

True, moral principles whether Islamic or non-Islamic demand that we take
a position and we take a position not against the interests obviously of our neigh-
bouring countries but take a position on the basis of the geography and on the
basis of the national interests of Pakistan and I believe that this can only be assist-
<d by our supporting a proper and accurate investigation of this incident—just
using this incident as an example of our ability to distance ourselves from the
United States without cutting our linkages of friendship with one of the greatest
countrics of the world. It is interesting to see how this country—the USA, itself
in the last four days has issued varying statements about the nature of the incident.
There has been one claim made on one day. The initial rcaction was that of a
partial self-justification. This was followed about 24 hours later by an expicssion
of sympathy, then on the third day messages of condolence were addressed to the
six countries from where the deceased came and on the fourth day we found that
between the spokesmen of the State Department and the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff of the United States there was a differencc of opinion about the
positioning of the aircraft. One person said that the aircraft was within the
air corridor, another person said 1t was outside the air corridor. Even on the
height of the aircraft, again—one harks back to the level of sophistication and
technology claimed by the USA—there seems to be no agreement. It is well
established that civilian airliners take a few minutes to achieve the normal
height of twenty to twenty five thousand feet and according to my information
this aircraft was shot down when it was at nine thousand feet, and the US Navy
says that this was so because aggressive or attaching aircrafts normally go at that
altitude but the fact is that this aircraft had just taken off a few minutes earlier
from that airport and it was going to achieve that altitude.

What is very disturbing is that has the failure of our foreign policy and the
failure of the technology of our friend and ally has been so great that this over-
sight or mis-calculation takes place in one of the busiest air corridors of this
region—an air corridor which is used virtually every 10,12 minutes by aircraft
from all over the world and most principally from Pakistan. Pakistani aircrafts
may not exactly be flying from Bunder Abbas to Dubai but they are flying in that
region and, therefore, a direct national interest of the safety and security of the
people of Pakistan and of the property and the interests of Pakistan is involved.

This also brings to mind Mr. Chairman, the question that do we have a
kind of a powder keg lying in this Gulf and this powder keg being composed of
this so-called sophisticated clectronic technology which actually in - operation
becomes simply a crude time bomb waiting to explode ? One recalls that it
was a few months ago when another United States vessel was faced with a situ-
ation of tension with another Iranian target, an American General reported
the fact that the Commander on the spot did not want to take a decision to attack
the on-coming target without obtaining clearance from Washington. He
transmitted a code signal to his regional commander, the regional commander
in turn felt that he could not take this decision. He referred it again by code
to the Pentegon; the Pentegon itself felt that a clearance by the office of the
National Security Council of the TISA was necessary and again that code signal
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was transmitted to the National Security Council which again felt that unless
clearance was given by the President of the United States the attack could not
be undertaken. This entire circuit of communication with an answer in the
affirmative being given by the President of the United States was communicated
back to the man on the spot within a time of four minutes, i.e. within four minute:
sophisticated technology was able to communicate a key decision over ten thou-
sand miles. Now, therefore, it bends the mind as to how a commander with
the benefit of a large US naval vessel was unable to reflect upon a major decision

whgn he knew that on radar he could not identify the true identity of this air-
craft.

Therefore, Mr. Chairman when Pakistan looks at this incident, I think, we
must insist with our friend and ally—the United States of America, —we should
tell them that you have out of your concern to protect international navigation
in international waters brought = a whole lot of very sophisticated technology
right at our doorstep so we are within our rights to have access to the inquiry
report; and it is a creditable aspect of American life that unlike our country their
inquiries are often released for public discussion and we hope that all the facts
in this case will be made available and not held back from public circulation.
One hopes because there is another interesting development in America that
has been taking place in the last few years and a book has just been published by
1 specialist on the subject of ‘ Information Communication’ where it has been
stablished that in the past four years there has actually been under President
Reagan a systematic reduction in the flow of information from the US Govern-
ment to the public contrary to the impression that we may have, that the US
system is still a very open system. Instance by instance, department by depart-
ment with examples quoted case by case, this book has proved that the flow of
information is now being drastically controlled. So, we hope that in the interest
of those innocent Pakistanis, of those innocent human beings who perished
because of a basic and almost unforgivable blunder, in the interest of the future
of the people of Pakistan and in the interest of peace of this region. Pakistan
will stand up and insist and not be cowed down simply because of the size of the
United States of America or because of our reliance on them for their goodwill
and support. We must speak to them as equals and insist that we have access
to all the facts of this inquiry and equally by doing that [ think we will open the
way to hopefully a review of our policy towards the Gulf region and assert a
greater degree of independence and distance.

Mr. Chairman, it is worth noting that this incident took place a( a crucial
time when for the first time in many months there was a sign that within Iran
a majority change was taking place, that they had become conscious of certain
strategic changes that were necessary in their pursuit of their national objectives
and in fact they wanted to possibly de-escalate; I have no right to speak on behalf
of the Iranian Government or the people of Iran but in view of their extra-
ordinary sacrifices and the cost that they have had to bear : a new arrangement
had just been introduced in Tehran. Now, one is constrained to ask what does
this incident mean to that kind of review are there—unfortunately that terrible
term—* hidden hands ”—at work which do not want a de-escalation of the con-
flict between Iran and Iraq and a return to most stable conditions in the Gulf,
I mean if you look at it this kind of blunder can happen everyday with the number
of civilian aircrafts that go by, with the number of oil tankers that are attacked.
The charitable view to take is of course, pure human error and I hope that at the

end of the enquiry that truly is the answer as a result of the many questions that
we have posed.
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But fundamentally Mr. Chairman, I would like to conclude my submission
on this most unfortunate incident that it relates to Pakistan’s willingness or Pakis-
tan’s unwillingness to have a clear cut attitude to the presence of non-local powers
in the region. In the casc of the presence of Soviet troops in Afghanistan or
land we took a very morally upright stand from the first day. In the case of the
Gulf—granted the situation is not so clear cut, here is a Gulf region which is an
international body of water but the peculiar geography of the Gulf is not equi-
valent to parts of the Indian Ocean where one body of water simply flows on to
another body of water uninterrupted or un-encircled by land. The Gulf
region is a peculiar region because it is encircled on three sides by land that is
Asian and Middle Eastern and West Asian and only at one point does the Gulf
allow access to any outside non-Asian power. So, the nature of the Gulf region
despite the presence of the oil flow factor, despite the presence of resources that
are needed by Europe and America or South America cannot be equated to the
normal flow of international navigational freedom : Therefore, I hope that in
the aftermath of this incident the Government of Pakistan will conduct an incisive
review of its policy vis-a-vis the ‘Gulf and hopefully in its forthcoming meeting
with the Ambassadors, the Foreign Office will be able to regret to the Senate
on its findings. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much. Mr. Tariq Chaudhry.
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Anyone else. Somebody on behalf of the Government. Mr. Wasim Sajjad.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Sir, on behalf of the Government I fully appreciate
and understand the feelings of pain and anguish which have been expressed by
the honourable Senators. As I stated earlicr, the President on receipt of infor-
mation of this tragedy immediately addressed a message to the Iranian President
and expressed deep scnse of grief and sympathy at the, tragic loss of life. The
President termed the incident regrettable and reprehensible and has called upon
the U.S. Government to initiate a full scale inquiry into the matter. Similarly
Sir, the Forcign Minister also sent a message to his counter-part and called for
a full investigation and punishment for those responsible. Sir, it is also very
unfortunate and we receive this news with great pain and anguish that amongst
the 290 innocent victims there were six Pakistani citizens including Pakistan's
Naval and Airforcc Attache based in Tehran, his wife and two daughters. The
U.S. Government also has since tendered its decp regrets to the Iranian Govern-
ment over the unfortunate incident and has given the assurance that every effort
would be made to uncover the facts surrounding the incident. We believe Sir,
that an inquiry has alrcady been instituted.

As far as the Iran-Iraq War is concerned Sir, the Pakistan Government has-
always stated that this is a matter which is a war between two Islamic countries
and this should come to an end and we have made our efforts in this direction-
and we will continue to pursue that direction. With these remarks Sir, I would
like to close this discussion and I would say that we fully shate the sense of grief

anguish, pain and sorrow expressed by the honourable Members. Thank you,
Sir.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much. This brings us to close the discussion
on the adjournment motions moved by Pir Abbas Shah, Mr. Javed Jabbar and
Mr. Tariq Chaudhry. '

The House is now adjourned to meet again on Thursday,the 14th at 10.00
a.m. Thank you.

[ The House adjourned to meet again at ten of the clock in the morning on Thursday,
the 14t July, 1988] .
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