SENATE OF PAKISTAN
SENATE DEBATES

Sunday, July 31, 1988

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall, (Parliament House), Islamabad,
at 5-45 of the clock in the evening, with Mr. Chairman (Mr. Ghulam Ishaq Khan)

in the Chair.
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Identical Motion on the Soviet accusation that Pakistan was violating the Geneva
Accordson Afehanistan.

(i) RE: SOVIET ACCUSATION THAT PAKISTAN WAS VIOLATING THE GENEVA
ACCORDS ON AFGHANISTAN.
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[Mr. Muhammad Tariq Chaudhry]
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Mr. Chairman : [s it being opposed ?

Mr. Vvasim Sajjad : Opposcd, Sir
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Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Mr. Chairman, Sir, this adjournment motion is opposed
on the ground that the allcgation and the assumption to which reference has been
made in the adjournment motion is incorrect. I would like to assure this honour-
able House and the honourable Scnator that Pakistan has faithfully observed its
obligations under the Geneva -Accords and is committed to doing so in future.
Ever complaint received through the United Nations Good Offices Mission for
Afghanistan -and Pakistan has been replied point by point.  To substantiate our
replics and in accordance with the procedure prescribed under Geneva Accords
the Government has arranged on site inspection visits by the UN  Military
Observers.  These teams have visited the entire length of our border with Afghanis-
tan from Chitral to Quetta.

During visits to these arcas the tcams have inspected all kinds of vehicular
trafhic to inf]uirc into the complaints of trans-shipment of arms. They have visited
locations described by Kat?ul as so-callc;i training  camps and m.llltary depots.
They have ascertained the views of the refugees regarding the conditions necessary
for their return apart from meeting the officials of international agencies such as
the UNHCR and the ICRC. etc.

1 would like to emphasize, the Geneva Accords lays do_wna specific procedure
for the investigation of complaints to determine the merits or otherwise of an
allegation launched by any of the parties. This procedure must be observed before
a verdict can be passed as to whether or not either side has violated its obligations
under the Agreement. The assertions about Pakistan’s non-conipliance or vio-
lation of Geneva Accords by the Kabul-Soviet side before the results of investiga-
tions by the UN Observers have been made available, amount to unilateral and
arbitrary allegations which contravene the spirit of the Geneva Accords.

[ might add that Pakistan has also registered several complaints with the
UNGOMAP but we have followed the laid down procedure instead of resorting
-to propaganda exercises. Since the Geneva Accords came into force there have
been more than 92 ground violations of Pakistani territory and 25 violations of
our air space. We have asked the UNGOMAP to take up these complaints with



630 SENATE OF' PAKISTAN [July 31,1988

[Mr. Wasim Sajjad] .

the Kabul regime. Moreover, we have also handed over to UNGOMAP a detailed
list giving the locations of training camps maintained by Kabul for saboteurs and
terrorists to be infiltrated into Pakistan. There have also been repeated incidents
of Soviet involvement in inilitary actions against the Mujahideen Such con-
tinued operation by the Soviet forces has not only deterred the refugees from
returning to their homes but has enforced new influx since May 15. 1988. There
are also reports that the withdrawing Soviet troops are transferring massive
quantitics of arms and equimpent worth billions of ~ dollars to the Kabul regime
forces. Mr. Diergo Cardovez, Personal Representative of the UN Secretary-
General on Afghanistan visited Pakistan from 3rd June to Sth July, 1988, primarily
to review the operations of the UNGOMAP. He visited a border outpost in the
Landikotal-Michin arca and aiso a refugee camp in Peshawar. Mr. Cardovez
expressed satisfaction at the cooperation being extended by Pakistan to the UN
Good Offices Military Group. *We have reassured him that Pakistan would
continue to extend full cooperation to enable the Observers to carry out their
obligations. Kabul's propaganda and allegations should be assessed in the light
of the Regime’s nervousness at the Mujahideen’s. successes and the prospects of
Soviet withdrawal. The Agfhan people reject this regime and have intensified
their struggle against it. It is now widely recognized that the formation of a
governnient acceptable to the Afghan people is vital for peace inside Afghanistan
and for the voluntary return of refugees. The recent statement by Mr. Cardovez
and his proposal are an open acknowledgement of this view.

In view of this statement and particularly Mr. Chairman, the fact that this
allegation is incorrect I would request the honourable Scnator to withdraw his
adjournment motion.
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An honourable Member : Not present, Sir.
Mr. Chairman : Not present. Dropped. (Prof. Khurshid Ahmed)

An honourable Member: Not present, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : Dropped.
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Mr. Chairman : Syed Abbas Shah on a point of order.

Syed Abbas Shah: I wanted to know that you dropped anadjournment
motion when the mover of the motion came in during the time of discussion on
the adjournment motions. Sir, whether he has the right to move that motion
or not. [ just wanted your ruling on this point when he is requesting again and
again.

Mr. Chairman: Which case are you referring to ?

Syed Abbas Shah: Maulana Sami-ul-Haq’s case, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: His was a privilage motion. His was not an adjournment
motion.

Syed Abbas Shiah: Sorry, Sir
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(ii) RE : STRIKE OBSERVED BY THE BUSINESS AND TRADE
COMMUNITY AT FAISALABAD
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Mr. Chairman : Is it being opposed ?
Dr. Mahbubul Haq: Yes Sir, opposed.
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Dr. Mahbubul Haq : ‘Thank you Mr. Chairman. The Government is very
conscious of any genuine difficulties or grievances of the business community.
Two issues have been raised in the 'adjournment motion. One is about the octroi
which is a provincial subject, so I cannot say anything on that. Other is about
the system of income taxation. Sir, there were a number of misunderstandings
and some genuine difficulties also by the new system that we had announced.
Subsequent to this 9th July, when this adjournment motion was presented or was
notified to the Secretariat, I have had the opportunity of seeing the traders from
Faisalabad as well as traders from other parts of the country and we have been
able to explain to them that for 10 lac assessees below one lac income per year
there is a total sclf-assessment, there is a total immunity, no cash register
and as such they have a much easier system. We have totally trusted them that
they can pay their own taxes and I think by now the small traders recognized
this and we do not have that misunderstanding which cropped up earlicr on. There
was? also some feeling that may be the Government is immediately introducing
documentation of the economy and all transactions above fifty thousand rupees-
will have to be drawn in cheques immediately and all establishments will have to
maintain cash registers immediately and everybody will have to obtain a taxation
number immediately. 1 think Sir, we have explained that any such system can
be introduced only gradually, over time and it will be a matter of two to three.
years that such a system i3 introduced. In fact we have taken out advertisements
in the newspapers to explain the system and to invite the suggestions and proposals
of the business community by 15th of Octobzr as to how we should introduce
such a system and only after these consultations a new system will be introduced
horefully once these consultations are oyer.  As such | would like to sav Sir.
that it is not abnormal that such misunderstandings -may arise, it is not abnormal
that some genuine difficulties may arise, we are always very conscious of it. My own
doors are always open to the business community and it will be a great service by
the honourable Senators to bring to my attention any such genuine complaints,
difficulties, problems. It‘is our duty as care-taker Government to resolve them
and Insha Allah I we shall. Thank you, Sir.
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Syed Abbas Shah: Sir, I think the issue is very important and it fulfils all
the conditions of an adjournment motion and if a full-fledged discussion is held
on this issue, the adjournment motion, I think, is possnbly admissible, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : [ think that is for me to decide whether it is admissible
.or not.

Syed Abbas Shah: Sir, I am suggesting that the motion may be admitted.

Mr. Chairman: And when the mover of the mofion himself doesn’t insist
on his motion I think.
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They are also dropped unless in his application there is a mention of leave
for today also.
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THE ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT—LAID

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Sir, with your permission I beg to lay before the Senate
a copy of the Address of the President of Pakistan under Article 56(1) of the
Constitution made in the meeting of the Senate held on the 20th of July, 1988.

Mr. Chairman : A copy of the Address of the President of Pakistan under
Article 56(1) of the Constitution made in the meeting of the Senate held on the
20th July, 1988 has been laid on the Table.

POINT OF ORDER; RE: WINDING UP OF DEBATE ON THE PREVIOUS
ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT

Mr. Ahmad Mian Soomro : Point of order. Sir, what about the previous
Address of the President that is going to be wound up on some day ?
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Mr. Chairman: It has to bc wound up on the official day.

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro: It will be wound up or has been wound up.

_ Mr. Chairman : No, no, it has not yet been wound up. T think the Minister
1s yet to wind that up.

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro: Tomorrow or day after tomorrow ?

Mr. Chairman: Well, this depends on the Orders of the Day. If the
Minister is ready, I think it should be wound up on the next official day.

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro : If he has nothing to say further then at least
let that be of: the agenda.

Mr. Chairman : Now, it has to be put to the House actually whether you
-agree or you do not agree.

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro : Let us pass a vote of thanks.

Mr. Chairman : That is right. - Next—resolutions, Mr. Javed Jabbar Sahib.
He is not present. Next-Professor Khurshid Sahib, he is also not present.
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“This House recommends that the entirc area of the North-West Frontier
Province comprising Kaghan, Bhogarmang Battal, Batgram and Allai Valleys in
Mansehra. Hazara Division may be developed as modern tourist resorts with
provision of communications and residential accommodation and other facilitics

for tourists.”
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Mr. Chairman : Any other Member. Mr. Hussain Bakhsh Bangalzai.
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Mr. Shad Mghammad Khan: Sir, I have got no objection if that could be included.
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Mr. Chairman : Anybody on behalf of the Government ? Yes, Mr. Wasim
Sajjad.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Sir, I am grateful to the honourable Senator Shad
Muhammad Khan and the other honourable Senators who have drawn attention
to a very important aspect and that is the development of tourist resorts in various
parts of Pakistan. The honourable Senator had mentioned NWFP and parti-
cularly drawn attention to Kaghan, Bhogarmang Battal, Batgram and Allai
Valleys. The honourable Senator Hussain Bakhsh Bangulzai has added somit
areas of Baluchistan in that. My friend Mr. Lalcka has also added somc areas
of Punjab and with your permission, Sir, not to leave the whole of Pakistan un-
tapped I would like to add areas of Sind also. Sir, this is an important question. |
think we are all conscious of this fact that the development of tourist activity not
only leads to increase employment in that area but also enables the Government
to earn large amounts of foreign exchange. So, whenever such arcas are developed,
there is heightened economic activity which goes to improve the cconomic condi-
tions in that part of the country and is ultimately helpful to the cntire country.

Sir, as far as Frontier province is concerned I am myself very familier with
these areas. I would like to endorse and support the viewpoint of the honourable
Senator that some of the most beautiful spots in the world can be found in these
areas. We do have difficulty in the infrastructure and the roads and tourist places
where the tourists can stay and residential accommodation and also, Sir, facilities
where the tourists can then find some areas or places for relaxation and sports
etc., all these things have to be done.

As far as the areas in NWFP are concerned, the PTDC has already developed
motels in Naran, Balakot, Kalam, Miandam, Besham, Chitral and Torkham.
There are plans underfoot to have further expansion of facilitics in Naran, Kalam,
Mansehra and Saiful Muluk. The NWFP Government, Sir, on its own with the
resources that it has, has also contributed to the effort to develop tourism and
has publicised the beauty and attraction of these areas within the cauntry and
abroad, of course, along with the PTDC. The PTDC has als> published brochures,
folders, fzct sheets on tourist spots in the province such as Keghan valley, Swat
valley, ctc. Sir, tourist literature on these tourist attractions has been distributed
amongst the tourists through our tourist information centres, hotels, tour operators,
travel agencies within the country and abroad and also through our foreign
missions. We have also, Sir, used our foreign missions to develnp -expeditions by ~
persons who wart ta do mountain climbling. That has been very successful and
is a very attractive pursuit for those whe ate in this linc.
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Sir, in view of the efforts made by the Government to develop the tourist
potential of these areas and my own support to the proposal of the honourable
Senator I have no objection to this resolution being passed but I would suggest,
Sir, that the Sind area may also be added if there arc any and the phrase “subject
to financial feasibility” of all these arcas be added. The financial feasibility of

all these arcas should be added as a condition, otherwise Sir, I have no objection
to this being passed.

Mr. Chairman :  Well, I take it that the resolution is not being opposed but
before [ put the question to the House I would try to re-structure the resolution
in the light of the amendments moved by Mr. Bangalzai. Qazi Abdul Latif Sahib
and Mr. Laleka. The resolution will be as follows :

“The House recommends that the entire area of North-West Frontier Pro-

vince comprising Kaghan, Bhogarmang, Battal, Batgram and Allai
Valleys in Mansehra, Hazara Division, Sheikh Badin in D.I.LK. Divi-
sion as also the known scenic spots in Baluchistan particularly along
the coastal arcas and in the Punjab and Sind may be developed as
modern tourist resorts with provision of communication and residential
accommodation and other facilities fr tourist ™.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Subject to financial feasibility.

Mr. Chairman :  Well. that of course is subject always to financial fcasibility.
That is not nccessary in a resolution of this type. So, the question is that the
resolution as I have re-structured it and just read out, is it acceptable ?

An honourable Member : Sir, Kakar Khurasan also.
Mr. Chairman: That is included in the Baluchistan province.
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{Interruptions)

Mr. Chairman : That is quite correct, but do not drown the initiative of the
honourable member who has moved the resolution ih the first instance. Any
body who wants to develop any other area he is always free to bring another
resolution on the subject.

(The motion was adopted)
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Mr. Chairman: The resolution is passed unanimously. Next is in the
name of Mr. Javed Jabbar.

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro : Sir, [ will ask your permission to move it on
his behalf under sub-rule (2) of Rule 123 of the Rules of Procedure.

Mr. Chairman : It can be done if you want. I have no objection.
Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro :  With your permission, Sir, [ move :

“That this House recommends that thé members of the Senate be elected

by direct and free vote and relevant provision in the Constitution and
the . law be made accordingly”

Mr. Chairman: Now you will have to say some thing justifying it or if you
want to postpone the debate on this, we can postpone it. I think it is a
very substantial motion.

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro : Sir, if you can postpone it will be better
because next time the mover will also be here.

Mr. Chairman : What would be-the advice of the Minister for Parliamentary
Affairs.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad :  Sir, the only thing is that obviously this is a resolution
the implementation of which would requirc an amendment of the Constitution
and, therefore, if the honourable member wants to say some thing he may say
but not press it because it will otherwise create a difficulty.

Mr. Ahmed Mian.Soomro : Well, in any case,  have said that the provision
of the Constitution and law be made accordingly. [ am aware that this cannot
be done like that. The Constitution has to be amended.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : The point is that this resolution which can be passed
by a simple majority if adopted would necessitate an amendment in the Consti-
tution which requires a two/third majority. So, an appropriate mode would be
for the honowable member to move an Amendment Bill in the Constitution.
That would be the appropriate mode, rather than have a discussion on the resolu-
tion and pass it by a simple majority. Because then there is some kind of a moral
force behind it and yet nobody is in a position to implement it as it would necessi-
tatc an amendment in the Constitution which requires a two/third majority.

Mr. Chairman : Particularly in a situation when the other House is not in
existence yet, what I would suggest js that although I permitted you to move
it on behalf of the mover but at this stage if you do not press it, we would post-
pone it when the mover himself is present. Leave it to his discretion and Al
what he wants to do about it. j e

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro : Right, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : Thank you.

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro : Sir, would you allow me to move his first resolu-
tion also. That was a very important one ?
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Mr. Chairman : No, I think that time is over. I cannot go back actually
on the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro : You can review your orders. You have the
permission of the House. Please don’t be so strict with us.

Mr. Chairman: Next is again Proof. Khurshid Ahmed. This is under
Rule 194. [ Think it will have to be postponed.

Next is ittem No. 8, Mr. Shad Mohammad Khan. It has already been covered.

Mr. Shad Muhammad Khan : The purpose has been served, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : Yes, the purpose has been served.

Next item No. 9 is again in the name of Mr. Javed Jabbar. Then we take
up item No. 10, in the name of Mr. Muhammed Mohsin Siddiqui.

Mr. Muhammad Mobhsin Siddiqui : Sir, when last time the Foreign Minister
was here he promised that he will have a full-fledged discussion on this subject.
So, I'would consider it desirable not to discuss this matter whitout his preseace.

Mr. Chairman : Right, then we will defer it.

Next item 11 is in the name of Prof. Khurshid Ahmed. He is not here and
this brings me to the end of the Orders of the Day. But there are one or two points
which need to be settled. :

The Minister for Justice and Parliamentary Affairs has just laid a copy of the
Address of the President on the Table. I think under Rule 30, we have to fix a
date for the discussion of the points made in thc President’s Address. What
would you suggest ? Next official day would be Tuesday. So, we fix it for
that day. Then,you have to bring a motion of thanks also.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Sir, we also have the Shariah Ordinance which we would
like to be taken up first. There is a discussion on the Shariah Ordinance also
which is on the agenda.

Mr. Chairman : I think this (discussion on the President’s Address) wil!
have a priority.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : OK. Sir.
Mr. Chairman : The rule says :

“30. The Chairman shall allot one or more days for discussion of the
matters referred in the President’s Address and for this purpose the
Chairman may suspend or vary the rules to the extent necessary.

31. On the day allotted under. Rule 30, the Senate may discuss the matters

referred to in such Address on a motion of thanks moved by a Minister
or member”’. .

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Yes Sir, So T will bring this motion on the next sitting.
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Mr. Chairman.: So, if you bring this motion on Tuesday then I think we
can devote the entire day to the discussion on the Address' of the President to the
Senate.

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro : 1 thought you had fixed the last Address motion
for the next official day. '

Mr. Chairman : I am coming to that. Before we take this up I think you
can also wind up the previous motion of vote of thanks.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Sir, as 1 said I have already made a speech.

Mr. Chairman: You have not. You did initially.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : 1 think I made a speech in the National Assembly on

the same matter and since then Sir, so much has happened, so I will make d brief state-
ment and then the formality can be

Mr. Chairman : It has to be put formally to the House whether they approve of the -
vote of thanks or they do not and 1 think that would finish the old Address. So, we will
fix these two items.

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro : We can take it now even if he has nothing
further to say, Sir.

Mr. Chairman : Which one ?
Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro : Vote of thanks just being put to the House.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad:  Yes Sir, I think it can be put formally because I have
nothing to say further.

Mr. Chairman : If the House has no objection but these things should appear
on the Orders of the Day. Since it is not there, therefore; I was not proposing
it, but 1 have no objection. if the House so desires.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Because it is a formality Si;.

Mr. Chairmar : It is a formality at this stage.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : So, let it be put to the House, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: Right. Then have we got a copy of the resolution? Ihave
not.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Sir, the motion is :
««that this House would like to express its gratitude to the President of Pakistan”

—

{Interruption)
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.

Mr. Chairman : There were amendments also, I think the amendments have
to be disposed off first. I think we will have to postpone it to Tuesday.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad :  Sir, the mover of the amendment is not here.
Mr. Chairman : No, the amendments were moved.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : No Sir, the mover is not here. I think Prof. Khurshid
Ahmed had moved that.

Mr. Chairman : Prof. Khurshid Ahmed had moved and I think Mr. Javed
Jabbar also. At any rate [ think don’t rush it. Let us fix it for Tuesday. I think,
we will look up the record also.

So, 1 think this brings us to the end of the day. It has been a short and sweet
session.

So, the House is adjourned to meet again on Tuesday at 10.00 a.m. for official
business. Thank you.

The House is adjouriied to meet again at ten of the clock in the morning on Tues-
day the 2nd August, 1988.
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