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Mr, Hasan A Shaikh : Sir, the biggest service which Jam Sahib rendered
to Pakistan was one that when such a big status State Kalat was wavering
in fact hesitating to join in having accession to Pakistan, he came out openly
and openly joined Pakistan, acceded to Pakistan and that was the great
contribution that made Kalat impossible to deviate from the question of
accession and that is the greatest service he rendered to Pakistan. Other-
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wise also he has rendered in all fields of life, yeoman services to Pakistan
and I think he is one of those stalwarts whose services to Pakistan can
never be forgotten. Thank you, Sir,

Mr. Acting Chairman : Thank you. Mr. Ghulam l'aruque.

Mr. Ghulam Faruque : I had known the late Jam Sahib from very
carly years in 1940 and in the last Majlis-e-Shoora we sat together for
about two and a half years. 1 have known of his family before, because
he belonged to the famous Jam family which lived here and the other
half in Kathiawar., We had a very close associations and he was a good
triend of mine. It is matter of deep sorrow and regret that he passed away
and we pray to Almighty Allah May rest his soul in eternal peace (Aameen).
Thank you very much.

Mr, Acting Chairman : Thank you, Prof. Khurshid Sahib.
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Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Mr. Chairman, I would like to join my honourable
colleagues and Senators in condoling. and expressing grief over the sad
passing away of Jam Mir Ghulam Qadir Khan, the Former Chief Minister
of Baluchistan. Sir, he was a great patriot and a devoted Pakistani. From
very young age he plunged himself whole-heartedly into the freedom struggle
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for Pakistan and his contribution towards the establishment of Pakistan will

be remembered for a very very long time to come. After the establishment

of Pakistan he held very important offices and in each of these positions he

acquitted himself with great distinction and dignity. Sir, I join my friends

and colleagues in praying to Almighty Allah that Allah may rest his soul

in peace and give courage to the bereaved family to bear this great loss,
Thank you Sir,
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STATEMENT RE: REDUCTION IN FATA SEATS

Mr. Wasim Sajjad : Sir, with your permission I would like to make
a statement, Sir, yesterday an adjournment motion was moved before
this honourable House in which the question regarding the reduction of
seats in FATA from eight to five was brought under discussion. Several
honourable Senators from this honourable House expressed their anxiety
over the reduction of seats and they were of the opinion that the census
which was carried out on the basis of which the reduction took place was
liable to be questioned on several grounds. It was their opinion that
whereas population had increased all over Pakistan. Population in the
FATA areas have shown decrease from 24 lacs in 1972 to 21 lacs 1981,
It was felt by the honourable Senators that this appeared to be illogical
and there was obviously some mistake carried out in the census operations,
Also Sir, we have received reports from the areas themselves where it
appears that there is a lot of unrest and anxicty over the reduction of
seats in the FATA areas. In fact there have been also reports that some
sections from that area have said that they would express strong resentment
against this decision by which their scars had been reduced. Sir, this
matter came under consideration before the Federal Cabinet this morning,
the anxieties expressed by the honourable Senators were duly taken note
of. The decision was initially taken because the Constitution of Pakistan
provides under Article 51 that seats shall be allocated to the Federally
Administered Tribal Areas, the Provinces and all other areas in accordance
with the last census officially published and because the census figures of
1981 represented the last official census, therefore, we were obliged to fol-
low those figures and in following those figures the consequent result was
that three seats were taken away from the Federally Administered Tribal
Areas and again basing itself on population, these seats were distributed one
to the Frontier Province, one to Punjab and one to Sind.

The Federal Cabinet this morning Sir, examined the methodology
by which the census operation was carried out and it was discovered that
this ume the census office had followed a different method from that
which had been followed in the past. There were reasons to believe that
especially as far as the female population is concerned, the possibility of
error was immense and the figures we felt did not represent the actual
situation. We are gratetul Sir, to the honourable Senators who pointed out
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that there are special articles in the Constitution which deal with the
Federally Administered Tribal Areas particularly attention ot the Govern-

ment was drawn by honourable Senators to Article 247 of the Constitution.
Article 247 {3) of the Constitution says Sir :—

“No Act of Majlise-Shoora (Parliament) shall apply to any Federally
Administered Tribal Area or to any part thercof, unless the President
so directs, and no Act of Majlis-e-Shoora (Parliament) or a Provincial
Assembly shall apply to a Provincially Administered Tribal Area,
or to any part thereof, unless the Governor of the Liovince in which
the Tribal Arca is situate, with the approval of the President, so
directs; and in giving such a direction with respect to any law, the
President or as the case may be, the Governor, may direct that the
law shall, in its application to a Tribal Area, or to a specified part
thereof, have effect subject to such exceptions and modifications
as may be specified in the directon.”

That is that the President in making the application of any law has
the power under Article 247 (3) to direct that the law shall have applic-
ation to the Tribal Area subject to such exceptions and modifications as
may be specified in the direction. Then Sir, there is an overriding clause-
247(5) again pointed out by the honourable Senators for which I am
grateful where it says :

247(5) “Notwithstanding anything contained in the Constitution,
the President may, with respect to any matter, make regulations for
the peace and good government of a Federally Administered Tribal
Area or any part thereof.”

So, in the presence of these constitutional provisions for which as
I said we are very grateful to the honourable Senators, that they drew the
attention of the Government, this position was examined and we felt that
the Senators had rightly pointed out to a situation which needed corrective
action,

The Cabinet Sir, this moming decided that the seats of Federally
Administered Tribal Areas should be restored to the position as it was
existing. With the result Sir, that FATA will retain eight seats as it was
in the original scheme prior to the 1981 census. This has also become
necessary because as pointed out by the honourable Senators administra-
tively FATA has eight Agencies as it were, and having five seats, it would
not have been possible to make adequate representation for these areas
in the National Assembly. Also Sir, we are conscious of the other difficulty
which was pointed out that in the Senate, the members of the Senate have
to be elected by the members of the National Assembly and when there
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are only five members from FATA in the National Assembly there would
be corresponding difficulty in elecing members to the Senate. Sir, after
this, a decision was taken and conveyed to the Election Commission
of Pakistan and the Election Commission of Pakistan has decided
that the 3 additional seats which will now be withdrawn i.¢. 1 from Punjab,
1 from Sind, 1 from Fronuer Province and they will be given back to
FATA as in the original scheme, These scats will be ‘withdrawn from
Rajinpur District in Punjab where 2 seats were allotted, originally | Rajinpur
had one seat but this extra seat was allotted to Rajinpur. Similarly, D.I.
Khan District which had one seat was allotted two seats and now again the
scat will go back and thirdly, Tharparkur District in Sind which had, I
think, 3 seats and on the basis of this it was given four seats and that all will
also revert back to FATA. The Election Commission of Pakistan as a
consequence of this ‘decision, will call for objections to the preliminary
proposal on these three seats only within the next 7 days, and then the
objection that are received will be disposed of within the next three days.

The important thing is Sir, that these changes will not, in any way,
affect the programme of the Election Commission in hearing the appeals
against delimitation proposals or the election schedule. So, election will
be held as already announced and as planned on the 16th of Novermber,
1988. No change is going to take place as regards the election schedulc
is concerned. So, once again, Sir, I would like to thank the honourable
Senators who took interest in this matter and brought this to the attention
of the Government and for also pointing out the various constitutional
methods by which this change could be brought about. Thank you, Sir.

POINT OF ORDER R£: ADMISSION TO PASSES HOLDLERS (VISITORS)
NOT ALLOWED BY THE SECURITY STAFF

Mr. Acting Chairman : Thank you. Mr. Javed Jabbar on a point of
order.

Mr, Javed Jabbar : Mr. Chairman, I regret to bring to your attention
as to what constitutes a breach of prwﬂegc of the dignity of the Senate
which has taken place a few minutes ago because as per Rule 60, 61 of the
Rules of Procedure you have the authority to take note of thls_ Two of
us—Senator Tariq Chaudhry and myself arranged for Visitors’ Passes for
the Chairman’s gallery for Mrs, Tehmina Khar and the people accompany-
ing her came up to attend the sitting of the Senate in time but I regret to
bring to your notice the fact that the security staff at the door of the
Senate has refused entry to the citizens of this country who have been
given passes by Members of the Senate and this security staff insists on
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checking whether the concerned SP. or the Assistant ‘Comimissioner can
endorse or verify these passes. I think this is ina very small but a symbolic
way of very gross violation of etiquette and procedure and therefore, I
request you to take note of this, Thank you,

Mr. Acting Chairman : Thank you.

Lt. Gen. (Retd) Saeed Qadir : Point of Information, Mr. Chairman.
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POINT OF ORDER RE: TAKING NOTES BY THE VISITORS
IN THE GALLERIES

Lt. Gen. (Retd) Saeed Qadir : Mr. Chairman, I would like to have a
clarification whether the visitors who are sitting in the visitors’ gallery are
enttled to take any notes of the proceedings which are going on ?

Mr, Acting Chairman : No. They are not,

Lt. Gen. (Retd) Saeed Qadir : I think, it may be made clear because
there is a tendency of taking notes while session is going on.
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Mr. Acting Chaiman : Nobody in the visitors gallery is supposed to
take notes. Prof. Khurshid Ahmed.

POINT OF ORDER RE :LAYING OF ORDINANCE IN THE HOUSE.
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At least for laying before the House.

. 5 _ . S T Y

c.f//-‘ L-'b;v_)”/’(. (3 JLJ/’J/ - U'V/P'fh/‘.: Lo

lay’/ Government business day o_» Lf(/fU.‘)’,’/lay 0o “-J— J %——
- L/ suffer JUJ/ b/u//z_) lay&//l Z(//

Mr. Javed Jabbar : Mr. Chairman, we have already had a day on which
official business was conducted.

Mr. Acting Chairman : I think, we have lapsed parity.
Mr, Javed Jabbar : You allow the lapses to take place, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Acting Chairman : You did not pointit out to the Government—

now today is a Private Members Day and you take it on the next govern-
ment business day.
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Mr, Javed Jabbar : Sir, the Government is supposed to observe sanctity
of the Constitution. Not to announce the repeal or the promulgation of
the Ordinances through press conferences but through on the Floor of the

Senate.

Mr, Acting Chairman : I would request the Ministry to take care in
future, QaziSahib, on a point of order.

UL s LG BT ST S - Cablls 90
—L//{L‘;-;l:l:l};»_’:‘d/'-;’ uycfcfu"ﬂ’uﬁ S 2
FE B by o o Lol (F Bt S Uy
st B U o 2GS s Lus e S
JLJc_www’u‘&T&C’ L a2 S
ﬁ"""cb’ ;u_:‘:tfu',c.ru)» a‘-—/uw‘fu:z’
o e F S AVt S0 TV e S o sy
U’u“"f-’-‘,-{’ﬂfu:':dfzfa/:ucﬁ_f £ O
U“T’/J’b/):"lyf/ﬁql/fﬂfu; u’/c'/_/d-w
e Lo Gy Tails o 0 A GG 13 L or sk
Ui o los Ol 3 & Uil Ses ot SOl e
Gtk g B e e 0 Sl S
e bl (st b

AT HT 2214 oo 6+ Cv 22 liel o
ke 1 G Al B B ot o s
LA discontinue o S5 (L ¥, U leae &5 6 BL S
S b o Ty At 2 I 1 GO




236 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [September 12, 1988
[Mr. Acting Chairman ]

LR L p 25 Lyl e s B L)
Ol Ciok #3622 T S At Lot Uy sl
Uy LTy et e S sow S oo s L
ClL W we S T0TE L 1 s o~ S

&

T8 ad D ST A il L
5 5
gy LB oS

Jo—r el oTowlo (26 : uz G2V Sbo
L—fau/al,‘:_‘://j/,éjj__c&d}-'l V{/i /d/é;q,ff
-1 K

PRIVILEGE MOTION

J Wl 2 /d.wlu*’/uu /J',V_/J/-U:/
J‘UX&,/J’O",U{ U/;%))// UWI‘L/_Cf RANS
u/{&,wtjg/_'ﬁgfu-—//usuxw}-&b/
rb{b,yuflfwuﬁ/fo—fu\)f L L8« 0>
ANE S Lo S o AT ol b e
_u(’:;'u;é’ti(xfu’li

AV AR =y e TR




PRIVILEGE MOTION RE' - TELECAST OF INCORRECT VERSION OF THE PROCEEDINGS 2 37
OF THE HOUSE ON PTV ‘
RE: TELECAST OF INCORRECT VERSION OF THE PROCEEDINGS
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“Opposing the motions, Mr. Hamid Nasir Chatta, Minister for Infor-
mation stated that he had compared the official proceedings of the
Senate with the transcript of the PTV special reports but did not find
any distortion or deliberate falsehood ”»

g & e £

{

“Only a deliberate attempt to misquote or tell a deliberate lie could
be considered as amounting to a breach of privilege. He had, he said,
looked through the record but could not find any evidence of distortion
or deliberate lying. The honourable, Senator had been correctly quoted
but he had not been quoted fully......”
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Mr. Acting Chairman : Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui.
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Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : This relates to me also and I join
hand with Prof. Khurshid that the reporting was absolutely incorrect and
distorted. As you would recollect that when you asked me whether I press
the motion, Isaid thatI can withdraw it on two conditions -

(1) that the report as soon as completed should be brought before this
‘ House

(2) that a date should be fixed for scrutinizing, discussing and assessing
the performance of intelligence agencies both civil and military.

When the learned Minister declined..... Interruption)

Mr. Acting Chairman : Please maintain the decorum of the House,

Mr, Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : When the learned Minister declined.
to give this assurance I clearly and categorically said that I press my motion
and a report of an opposite nature appearing in TV is an absolute distortion
and a serious notice of such a thing must be taken, .

Mr, Acting Chairman : Mr, Illahi Bakhsh Soomro.

Mr, Illahi Bakhsh Soomro : Thank you Mr. Chairman Sr. I would
like the honourable Senators to appreciate that the Pakistan Television
Corporation has a very limited time in which they have to compress the entire
proceedings of the House and it is possible that a mistake do occur and
the reporting is not to the utter satisfaction of the honourable Senators.

Now confining myself to the priviege ‘motion moved ‘by honourable
Senator Prof. Khurshid Ahmed—he has raised two points. One relates to the
meeting of the Chief Ministers with the army’ personnel on which I think
a satisfactory answer was given by the Minister for Justice & Parliamentary
Affairs, so that stands adjusted.

Coming to the second part, Sir, where very rightly Prot. Khurshid pad
the justification to move the motion, I admit that there has .been a little
inaccurate reporting and it is probably due to the wrong choice of words
or wrong words used by the Compere for which I regret and I would ensure
that such a mistake never recurs, if that is possible, Sir. So, Iwould request
my honourable colleague not to press the motion and accept my apology.

Mr. Acting Chaiman : Thank you. Yes Prof. Khurshid Sahib.
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Mr. Acting Chairman : You have not pressed it ? |
Prof. Khurshid Ahmed : Yes, Sir.
Mr, Acting Chaiman : You have made your point?
Prof. Khurshid Ahmed : Definitely.

Mr. Acting Chaiman : Not pressed. Thank you.

Next Syed Shafqat Hussain Shah. Not present. Dropped.Next Dr. Noor
Jehan Panezai.
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[The House adjourned for Maghrib prayers]

[The House re-assembled after interval with Mr. Acting Chairman
(Syed Muhammad Fazal Agha) in the Chair]
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Mr. Javed Jabbar : Mr. Chairman, [ invite your attention to the fact
that in determining the admissibility of this motion please refer to four
possible sources of defining the privilege of the Senate.

Firstly, the act of the Parliament of Pakistan which codifies privilege and that is
largely physical privilges as codified by the previous—not the previous the one before that
ie. 1970s National Assembly, that is the literal codification of privileges. The second
Mr. Chairman, the source of defining the privilege of this House is precedents and
example found in other parliamentary democracies which is a normal conventional prac-
tice to look at precedents in order to determine our own privileges.

Thirdly, Mr. Chairman, I refer your attention to the well known dictum that is .

repeated in Kaul, it is repeated in May’s book, it is repeated in all sources of parlia-
mentary commentary that each legislature is the sole arbiter of its own privileges. No
legislature is bound by any previous law or regulation in determining what constitutes
its privilege; and fourthly, Mr. Chairman, the concept of privilege that we are talking
about is not physical personal privilege, it is not self-privilege. It is the privilege of the
people of Pakistan. So, therefore, in defining the admissibility of this privilege motion,
please bear in mind we are not asking for personal comforts or concessions and may I
invite your attention to the fact that the implementation of the development scheme
commenced about 6 to 8 months after they had been announced. In fact, most
of the schemes were implemented 10 months after the announcement. So, already if
I have the attention of the honourable Federal Minister for Local Government who is
very sincere and dedicated individual I hope that he will support ‘the contention that
simply because there was an administrative delay in the implementation mechanism the
members of Parliament are being the victims: of the fact that the National Assembly
was dissolved on the 29th of May and because new schemes had not been submitted for
that particular year no funding allocations could be made available and the whole system
had to be scrapped. That argument in determining the admissibility of this motion
‘is not tenable because from the very beginning there has been a 10-month _delay'in the
implementation of the development schemes and lastly, Mr. Chairman, even if the
National Assembly stands dissolved the Senate is a permanent body and any action that
gives a benefit to the members of Parliament on behalf of the people of Pakistan becomes
equivalent to a codified privilege. Thank you.

Mr, Acting Chaimman : Thank you. Mr. Muhammad Ali Khan,

o
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Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh : Sir, so far as the rules are concerned, they relate to the
privilege of the individual members and privilege of the House. Rules do not define
privilege. But as Mr. Javed Jabbar said that there are certain sources of privilege which
you should take into account and consider very thoroughly for the purpose of deter-
mining the admissibility of these questions that have been raised before you. Sir, in
England the Speaker was called Speaker. He never spoke in the House but he spoke on
behalf of the -House to the King, for the purpose of preservation of the privileges of the
House and the Members. In this process two Speakers were to beheaded. I don’t want
you to take that risk, one king was also to beheaded. But that is how the privilege of the
House can be maintained, that is how the privilege of a parliament can be maintained,
that is how the privilege of the House of Parliament can be maintained, and you have
got to be bold enough, Sir, for the purpose of democracy, for the purpose of pro-peoples
activities in this country to assert yourself on behalf of the Members. You have heard
so many members speaking of privilege as far as this particular motion is concerned.

Mr. Acting Chairman : Please confine yourself to the admissibility.

Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh: I am coming to the admissibility. 1 am not speaking
anything beyond the admissibility. How may we define the admissibility of the privilege?
First you define what is privilege ? 1 think, Sir, the privilege is a concession, a prerogative
granted to a Member of the House. If it is withdrawn, if it is affected, if it is otherwise
interfered with, then it is a privilege that is being breached. As simple as that it is a
privilege that is being breached, and you should Sir, on behalf of this House rise to
accept this motion of privilege. Leave it to the privileges Committee to decide as to how
the privilege has been breached ? Sir, the simple question is as we had been given
privilege to spend Rs. SO lacs a year on five schemes ; the money was never handed
over to us. We were only the sponsors of the schemes. The money was given to the
agencies of the Government for the purpose of expenditure. So, that is a privilege of the
House, that is a privilege of the every member to ask you to protect us from interference
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of the Government and protect us from this present Government doing anti-people act.
For this present Government is doing anti-democratic act and killing the democracy
in its infancy. Thank you, Sir.

Mr. Acting Chairman : Thank you. Qazi Abdul Latif.
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Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : This side of the House also needs
your attention, »
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Mr. Ahmedmian Soomro : Sir, a lot has been said on the admissibility

of this motion. I would only like to point out and draw your attention
that this House had unanimously elected you.Why? Because we have
faith that you will protect our privileges, our rights and our respect and in
fact the balance would always tilth in favour of the rights of the members
of this Senate and that is why Sir, you had the honour to be unanimously
elected by us and we also are confident that you will not let us down and
you have realzed that this entire House without exception is in favour
of this being admitted. In order to save time as you- thought every one

wanted to speak, I would ask you to admit the motion and refer it to the
Privileges Committee. Thank you.

Mr. Acting Chairman: Thank you. But let the Minister concerned
make a statement, then we have to see whether it is admissible or not ?

Mr. Muhammad Ishaq Baluch on a point of order.
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Mr. Acting Chaimnan : Thank you. Mr. Munir Afridi.

Mr, Muhammad Munir Afridi : Thank you Mr. Chairman. I too would
like to express my strong support for the privilege motion introduced by
Dr. Noor Jehan. I would like to mention that the funds were specifically
allocated to all the elected members not as pocket money as Caretaker
Government tries to impress upon the people.  This was done so that the
elected members could identify the needs of the people and accordingly
these amounts were identified according to the needs of the people whereby
it was meant for the welfare of the entre nation specifically or should
I say particularly where these areas which were ignored by the bureaucracy
for so many years, roads were constructed, schools were made, drinking
water was supplied etc. and this, scheme was introduced by Mr. Muhammad
Khan Junejo under his Five Point Programme and I feel now that these
funds which are being stopped is simply because of the idea being that

they wish to sabotage the Five Point Programme. I would like to end this
by thanking you.
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Mr. Acting Chairman : Thank you. Mr. Sartaj Aziz, Minister for Local
Government.

Mr. Sartaj Aziz : Thank you M. Chairman. Before speaking on the
admissibility of the motion let me clarify the factual position because a
number of statements have been made on that aspect. As you are aware
Mr. Chairman, the Special Development Programme for local development,
education and housing was started in 1985-86 in order to enable the elected
representatives to identify the priorities of their areas and identify develop-
ment schemes in these sectors. Last year (87-88) was the third year of the
Programme and in these three years a total allocation of 474 crores was
made for this programme. During this period a total of 21311 schemes
costing 358 crores of rupees were approved. Out of which 6279 schemes
were completed at a cost of 126 crores. The remaining schemes are in
various stages of implementation. The scheme covered a very wide spec-
trum of rural economy just as a member pointed out i.e. education, health,
roads, water supply and out of the total number of schemes 10,000 schemes
pertain to education, 3 000 to water supply, 264 to health, 5400 schemes
about roads, other schemes were about community centres, about veterinary
dispensaries, about play grounds, parks, public libraries and production
policies. After the dissoluation of the National Assembly on 29th of May,
the issue whether or not this programme should be continued in the fourth
year was considered by the Government. The Government decided first
of all that all the ongoing schemes which are under implementation should
be completed and funds for this purpose were made available to the Provin-
cial Government.

The second category of schemes was that of approved projects that
is the projects whose administrative approval has already been issued. The
Provincial Governments have been authorized to proceed with the imple-
mentations of the approved schemes as soon as possible. The third category
comprises those schemes which have been submitted but not approved.
The normal procedure for such schemes is that when the Senator or M.N.A.
submitted a scheme it was sent to the Provincial Government to verify the
cost estimate whether or not the cost estimate is correct and feasible. When
this report was received in the Ministry of Local Government then the
administrative approval was issued. So, the Provincial Governments have
now been authorized that subject to.......

Mr. Hasan A. Shaikh : Point of order Sir, his statement is not correct.
Mr. Acting Chairman : Let him finish then you raise a point of order.

Mr. Sartaj Aziz : The Provincial Governments after verifying the cost
estimates and the feasibility submit these schemes back where the adminis-
trative approval is issued and after that the Federal Secretary holds meeting
at every provincial capital and issues the administrative approvals.
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I would like to inform the member that as far as the present schemes which
have been submitted but not approved a schedule of meetings have been-
fixed in Lahore on 15th September, Karachi on 21st September, Quetta
on 28th September, Peshawar on 1st October where all the pending schemes-
so far submitted will be evaluated and approved. The funds are already
available as far as the three years are concerned with the Provincial Govern-
ments and these will then go forward. As far as the next question is con-
cerned as to what extent this is a privilege of the House and as to what
extent the termination of this mechanism constitutes a breach of privilege,
there, I would like to quote for you Mr. Chairman, the ruling which the
Chairman gave on 12th February, 1987 on another subject,

Ruling the motion out of order the Chairman, Mr. Ghulam Ishaq Khan
held that the Five Point Programme of the Prime Minister does not con-
fer (Page No. 277) any right of privilege whatsoever on the honourable
members of the Senate. At best what it confers upon or grants to the mem-
ber is a favour to identify and recommend for Government’s consideration
and approval, certain schemes in the field of health and education. The im-
pugned decision of the Government does neither amount to interference
with the mover as a member of the Senate in the performance of his duty as
such nor can it be construed to causing obstruction to the members in the
performance of his constitutional function as'a Senator. It is, therefore,
not possible to conclude that any breach of privilege has taken place.

The important point Mr. Chairman, that I will like to emphasize is that
the scope-the purpose of the Five Point Programme was much broader than
this particularscheme. In fact out of the total cost of Five Point Programme
last year it was twenty-two billion rupees and this programme was only
1% billion rupees which was, you know, something like less than about
56% of the total. The entire programme of rural development and all the
related schemes are included in the Seventh Five Year Plan and are going
forward. [Even as far as local level development schemes are concerned
the programmes through the District Councils and the provincial program-
mes are moving forward. The District Councils also are elected bodies. The
only thing that is changed is the mechanism by which the Senators and
Former M.N.As. were associated with the selection of projects. Now, no
mechanism lasts for ever and even the Five Point Programme was not a
permanent scheme and this programme was not a permanent mechanism,
other mechanisms are being considered. There is the District Development
Committees where Senators are members. A Rural Development Fund is
being created to provide matching grants to Local Councils, opportunities
will be available for Senators to submit schemes even to the District Council.
I would suggest Mr. Chairman, that in the Standing Committee of the House
on Rural Development and Agriculture a discussion on the subject of this
mechanism, its efficiency or alternative mechanism by which the same
objective can be achieved, can be discussed thoroughly.

(Interruption)
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Mr. Sartaj Aziz : The second suggestion that I will like to make is ;
that as far as the privilege is concemed in the light of the ruling already made
by the Chairman, it does not constitute a breach of privilege. If the House
wishes to express an opinion, other mechanisms are available. The House
can pass a resolution telling the Government that it was a very good mech-
anism, good priorities were adopted and the Government will then consider
the resolution. But this expression of opinion can not be expressed through
a privilege motion nor it can be construed that this right to associate in the
selection of projects etc., which was a mechanism evolved in 1985 is a
permanent mechanism ; it should remain as a standing privilege of the _House
and therefore, the House under the normal rules can pass a -resolution on
this subject which can then be considered by the Government.

Mr. Acting Chairman : Thank you. Mr. Mohsin Siddiqui while the
Chair is speaking, have your seat please.

“While hearing to the honourable members and having the sense of the
House this motion is held in order as a special case and will be referred to
the House’s Privileges Committee for consideration.
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ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS

Mr, Acting Chaiman : Adjournment motion No. 15, Professor Khurshid
Ahmed.

RE: FORCED MIGRATION OF MEDICAL STUDENTS FROM DOW
MEDICAL COLLEGE TO CHANDKA MEDICAL COLLEGE.

Prof. Khushid Ahmed :  Mr. Chairman, with your pemmission Sir,
I would like to move the following adjournment motion :—

“It has been reported in the daily “Dawn’ of August 18, 1988,
that eight students of Dow Medical College have been arbitrarily trans-
ferred to Chandka Medical College and this had caused a great unrest among
thestudent community, parents and the general public. The Pakistan
Medical Association has protested against this forced migration which
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has happened for the first ime in the last 41 years. This is a matter of
urgent national importance and has the potential of sparking of thestudents’
unrest in the country. I, therefore, beg to move that the normal business
of .the House be suspended to discuss this situation.”

Mr. Acting Chairman : Is it being opposed ?

Mir Hazar Khan Bijarani : Opposed.

Mr. Acting Chairman : Professor Khurshid Ahmed.
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_Mir Hazar Khan Bijjarani : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The honourable
Member has referred to a news item published in daily Dawn on 18.8.88.
Sir, 'would like to inform this honourable House that the medical colleges
are entirely the responsibility of provincial governments, and in this case
Dow Medical College is not the responsibility of the Federal Health Ministry.
It is the responsibility of provincial health department in Sind. However,
the factual position was obtained from the provincial government and we
have been informed that eight students belonging to the Dow Medical
College were actually transferred to Chandka Medical College and there
was a reason behind that, Sometime back these students were found
involved in various. anti-social activities. There was ample proof against
these students. Not only that, the administration and the police depart-
ment has registered cases against these students and they are of serious
nature like murder and also illegal activities. Sir, it is known to everybody
that such activities are a great hindrance in the way of students especially
in medical colleges.. Normally, the course which is supposed to be com-
pleted in five years, it takes 7 to 8 yéars because the classes are not held
and they are disturbed every now and then on behalf of these students.
Therefore, the Sind Administration, in view of the proof already available,
and in view of the cases registered by the Karachi Police thought it necessary
not to take any other severe action against these students because in that
case there would have been more hue and cry. So, the simplest action
that could be taken was to transfer these students from Dow Medical College
to Chandka Medical College in order to maintain law and order in the city
of Karachi which has already very disturbed and specifically to improve
the conditions in Dow Medical College. As far as the Pakistan Medical
Association is concerned, it is a non-political organisation and 1 don’t
think it is fair on their part to involve themselves and indulge in such poli-
tical matters. Because students are not registered with the Pakistan Medical
Association. Only Doctors are registered with Pakistan Medical Association,
So, I think, Sir, this was the least that the provincial government could
do and I don’t think there is any major law and order problem or'any
point of public concern because eight students have been transferred from
one medical college to another. If these students sincerely want to pay
attention to their studies they can do it very well in Chandka Medical
College where all the facilities are available, They have hostel, they have
teaching staff, they have all other facilities available and I don’t think it is
proper at this time to discuss this issue -

Thank you very much, Sir,
Mr, Acting Chairman : Thank you. Prof. Khurshid Ahmed.
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Mr. Acting Chairman : The Federal Government primarily has no con-
cern with the subject-matter of the motion. It is entirely a provincial matter
and the motion is, therefore, ruled out under rule 75 sub-rule (f). Thank-
you,

Next adjournment motion No. 19.

Mr. Javed Jabbar : Point of Order. Mr. Chairman, on the 5th of
September, 1988 [ submitted a request for leave to move an adjournment
motion out of turn. It is now one week after that date. Iwas assured that
I would be given that opportunity to move that motion out of turn in the
sitting on the 12th . of September, 1988. This relates to the public humi-
liation of five women and it deals with the Federal Minister of the Interior
and please do not take recourse to the concept that law and order is a
provincial subject,
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Mr. Javed Jabbar : I was categorically assured about this because I
wanted to move it on the 7th September. This is a matter of urgency,
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Mr. Javed Jabbar : No, Sir. It was on the 10th and specially I had
made an application and that application is with your office that this would
be moved on the 12th of September.
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Mr. Javed Jabbar : Last time we were told that the Federal Minister of
Interior was attending some meeting and it was told that this is why this
motion cannot be taken up. Now, the Federal Minister of Interior is not with
& any longer. Why is thisso ? If he is still available in his office he could
be asked to come.

Mr. Acting Chairman : He is not available in his office.
M. Javed Jabbar @ It is most regrettable,

Mr. Acting Chairman : Next Adjournment motions No, 19 and 41
Qazi Abdul Latif Saheb and Mr, Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui.

(i) RE : ABORTIVE ATTEMPT TO DESTROY OIL INSTALLATIONS
AT KARACHL. _
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Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : Mr. Chairman, I beg to move that
the normal business of the House may be suspended to discuss an urgent
matter of public importance and of recent occurrence that is almost simul-
taneous rocket attacks at Pakistan Oil Refinery and National Refinery as
well as Oil Storages in Keamari, Karachi on August 18, 1988, as reported
in Daily Dawn, dated August 19, 1988. Such acts of sabotage and terrorism
have spread a wave of resentment and sense of insecurity all over the
country. The sabotage activities have assumed a proportion wherefrom
the life of the Head of State to the almost common man is neither safe
nor secure and have threatened the very existence of the country and put
it in great jeopardy and uncertainty. Hence the matter is of grave public
concern and may be discussed forthwith.

Mr. Sartaj Aziz : Opposed.
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Mr, Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : Mr. Chairman, this is not an isolated
act but it constitutes one of the links of the series of attacks which have
been committed. If we look into this act more particularly in the back-
ground of the event the national tragedy that has happened on 17th of this
month, it reveals that there is a very very deep rooted conspiracy and- sabo-
tageactivities are planned in a very very organised manner, On 17th after-
noon this tragedy has happened and on 18th morning at 6.15 five rockets
were launched at these two national oil refineries in Pakistan which are
situated in Korangi industrial area and after six minutes there are three
very very sensitive oil installations at Keamari three rockets were fired.
Although these rockets are now proved of Russian origin but luckily sorme
of them did not hit the target, some, of them did not explode. Even a
police party which was on patrol at Keamari have noticed that there were
people sitting in a red car with a klashnikove and with a rocket launcher.
A rocket launcher was also recovered near the railway station which was
abandoned. Now, there is some background about it. I am sorry the
Minister for Interior is not here and I would have certainly liked that he
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should know these facts because they are very revealing facts. There are
certain hands inside the country and there are certain agents from outside
who have planned that on 17th such a tragedy will happen, the whole nation
will be in aghast and a series of acts will be committed in all the parts of the
country so as to destabilize this country and now a common man who
has been always neglected but when the life of the Head of the State cannot
be saved then what is the security for a common man, The incident has
happened after some time when a very notorious member of Al-Zulfigar
known as Rafique Memon, who was under detention for five years for
his terrorist activities but I do not know, I cannot imagine, I cannot to-
lerate also as to why was released on parole by Governor Tabani while
the inquiry shows that this man was released on parole without any valid
cogent ground and with only ones surety that he will be produced after the
parole ends and this man is now is the person who hired those three cars.
Itis now in evidence also and he and his surety and his associates have
dis-appeared and now you can imagine I think more than twenty days
have passed and no case has been found, If we allow our security to lapse,
if we allow our very very strategic installations to be subjected to such
acts of sabotage, if we cannot provide security to our people then what
is the function of the State. It is very easy for my very reverend friend for
whom I have very great respect, but with all the humility at my command
and with all the emphasis that I can bring in I would say that it does not
lie in his mouth to oppose such a motion. On what ground he opposes this
motion. It-is a shame for this Government to oppose such motion, The
entire fabric of your administration specially your police, your intelligence
agencies, whoever they may be, however high ranking people might be, presid-
ing over it but what they are doing, they are sleeping over the matter and
you want to hush up the matter, you don’t want that this House should
be informed. I have got many many more facts and I have made personal
investigation in the matter and I can threadbare prove up to the hilt to the
satisfaction of this House and the people that it is because of* the lapses,
criminal negligence and callous attitude of these agencies that these people
who are so well spotted, so well known and their activities are in the record
and their activities are not marked. How could a Governor release a person
who is involved in terrorist activities and is under detention for five years
on a parole without the permission, without the approval of the intelligence
agencies and if any such permission was given how the intelligence agencies
could give this permission. And this is one of the series of the acts as I
have already submitted to you and being one who knows what are left
tomorrow, day after and everything. Then why he is reluctant to discuss
this matter threadbare. On the tragedy to 17th it was said that there is an
inquiry pending, high powered inquiry is pending and it may prejudice
that. ~ But here there is no such inquiry and it is a very very important
installation that has been affected. I would, therefore, submit that no
technicalities should be allowed to stand in the way and this motion should
be admitted,
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Mr. Sartaj Aziz : Mr. Chairman on behalf of the Minister for Interior
I share the anxiety of the members about these acts of sabotage and other
threats to our security. As you will recall last week you admitted a motion
to discuss certain acts of sabotage in the province of NWFP, I would
suggest that when that motion is taken up this incident can also be discussed
on that occasion.

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui: . Sir, I have not been able to hear
the learned Minister.

Mr. Acting Chairman : With the already admitted motion we will take
this motion also when the Minister for Interior will be present in the House.

Mr. Muhammad Mohsin Siddiqui : Very good, very good.
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Mr. Javed Jabbar : The Minister, I think, is not present, but will we

take up that resolution on the next Private Members Day or whenever
convenient ?

L - . i 5 .
: ‘ . LR |
Mr, Javed Jabbar : I would like it to be recorded because the next

item on the Orders of the Day is further discussion on the resolution already
moved on NAFDEC. So please let it be recorded that we will take it . ...

Mr. Acting Chairman : He-(the Minister) has said that that we will
take on the nextday.

Mr. Javed Jabbar : Thank you.
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Mr, Acting Chairman : Now, we take item No. 5 of the Orders ofthe
Day. Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro.

RESOLUTION RE : EXTENDING FACILITIES OF VIPs TO ALL
: EX-SENATORS

Mr. Ahmedmian Soomro : Thank you, Sir.
) v b o |
s LR o~

This House recommends that the Government may extend usual
facilities of VIPs to all Ex-Senators including free entry in the Parlia-
ment House during Sessions.

Sir, I have also moved an amendment to this, instead of for the words

‘ExSenators’ the words ‘Eximembers of Majlis-e-Shoora (Parliament)
of Pakistan be substituted.

Mr. Acting Chairman : Is it being opposed ?

Mr. Mahmood A, Haroon : Opposed.
Mr. Acting Chairman : Mr. Ahmedmian Soomro.

Mt Ahmedmian Soomro :  Sir, I am really very sorry that a political
Minister like Minister Mahmood A. Haroon
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Sir, I have moved this resolution with the idea of not allowing members
of this Parliament to be humiliated immediately on their ceasing to be
members. -Afterall Sir, we have found in the VIP rooms the facility being
used by even retired officials by SPs, by Deputy Commissioners and here all
I am moving is that members of this August House or the National Assembly
may be permitted to avail of these facilities and to enter the Parliament
House freely. Because what we find and have noticed that some of our
colleagues who retired on three years completion and were not re-elected
they used to be standing outside tll someone got them a pass and came in,
Overnight they had to suffer this humiliation. [ am surprised that if retired
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bureaucrats can use these VIP facilities what harm would happen if Govern-
ment extends this facility to the members of the Parliament on retirement.
And I would appeal again to the Minister that please allow this to go and
not to oppose this very simple resolution where the respect of the public
representatives is being enhanced. Some day they might also be in'the
same position. So, this would also apply to them. I, therefore, with these
words feel that the resolution which is of a recommendatory nature would
be accepted by this House without exception.

Thank you Sir,
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Mr. Mahmood A, Haroon : Mr. Chairman, Sir, if they want to move
a motion they can but why I opposed it is because I am already in the
process of trying to see and accept the principle that no citizen of this
country, no matter how big or how small, is a VIP in his own country. This
is a basic fundamental principle accepted by other countries in the world.
When you go to another country you are a VIP but when you enter your
own country, you are not a VIP you are.a citizen of this country and the
laws that apply to every citizen of this country should also apply to every-
body, no matter whether he be a Minister, whether he be a Senator, whether
he be a member, or whether he be an ordinary citizen: The law should
be equal for all and all should be equal before the law. This is the reason
why Topposed it because I am in the process of moving that the VIP rooms
should only be for foreign visitors who are VIP, I hope that the honourable
members of this House would agree with me and withdraw this motion
but it is still upto them if they so want to pass it, they cando as they desire.

Mr. Ahmedmian Soomro : Sir, I am not prepared to withdraw the
motion as long as these rights are there. I very much appreciate the spirit
that the learned Minister has mentioned and 1 would be prepared at the
same stroke that he abolishes those VIP rooms so that everybody is a com-
moner. They should abolish their flags, they should have no identity as
a Minister that they should be like ordinary people. They should not waste
the guards that are employed on their looking after. 1/4th of our police
is employed only to protect them. If they are common man like us, let
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us all come down and act just like common people and in that case I would
welcome the decision that all these VIP rooms be abolished except for
foreigners and they and we all go in with the common man but untl that
takes place I press my resolution,

Mr. Acting Chairman : Thank you. Mr. Javed Jabbar what was the
amendment you gave for the ‘free entry’.

Mr, Javed Jabbar : For the words ‘free entry’ the words ‘convenient
access’ be substituted.,

Mr. Acting Chairman : I put amendment before the House ; as the
resolution is being adopted in the amended form :

“This House recommends that the Government may extend usual
facilities of VIPs to all Ex-members of Majlis-e-Shoora including convenient
access to the Parliament House.

(The motion was adopted)

Mr. Acting Chairman : The resolution is adopted. Next Item No. 6 Mr.
‘Javed Jabbar.

Mr. Javed Jabbar : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to move
the following resolution :

“That this House is of the opinion that the Federal Government take

immediate and substantive steps to reduce the country’s dependence

on foreign aid.”

Mr, Acting Chairman: Is it being opposed ?

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: I agree to the objective but not ., .,

Mr. Acting Chairman: He agrees partly to you (Mr. Javed Jabbar).

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Sir, then I will have the support of the Minister and
his colleagues, fine.

Mr. Chairman ! I would make my submissions as follows :—

That in moving the resolution I am conscious that we liye in a world
of interdependence. There is no such thing as complete independence
and there has never been any stage in human history where any nation can
be completely independent of trade or cooperation or aid or assistance
with and from other countries. It is the concept of the foreign aid which is
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inevitable but which in its application in our own development that is
brought to the attention of the House through this resolution, the manner in
which foreign aid is being used as part’of our economic development policy .
So, it is a question of the degree and the volume of foreign aid that we are
talking about. As the wording of the resolution indicates, one is not sug-
gesting that we should do away with foreign aid but that we should re-
examine the dependence of the economy and the formulation of our eco-
nomic policy with a view to reducing the country’s dependence on this
source. Mr. Chairman, any nation derives its basic resources—financial
resources to enable the development process from possibly three basic
sources :

(1) Domestic savings.

(2) Foreign Exchange Earnings which we generate through trade
and exports; and

(3) Foreign Aid.

In the case of Pakistan, unfortunately, there has consistently been
a low rate of a domestic savings and there is at the same time, a large and
growing non-developmental expenditure segment of our economy-of our
budgets but looking at the rate of savings itself which is a key determinent
to generating resources to be able to reduce our dependence on foreign
aid. We notce this that the rate of savings is less than 12% to 10% of GNP
whereas even a counuy like Sri Lanka not to mention India which shares
the same social and economic conditions as those that exist in Pakistan
have always had higher rates of domestic savings and the percentage of
the rate of savings as a relationship with GNP has been consistently higher.
So, therefore, it is the very first source of resources by which we finance
development has not received adequate attention or encourage in our
economic policy. We need to look at that, before, of course, we can reduce
our dependence on foreign aid but by saying that one should not postpone
action on initiating a move towards reduction of dependence on foreign aid.
When we take the second source which is foreign exchange earnings
generated as a result of exports and trade, we notice that unfortunately,
either due to the influence of the International Monetary Fund or due
to possibly our own tactical or strategic considerations. There has been
a steady growth of reliance on imports as a percentage of our total in
relation to the quantum of exports over the past few years. In fact, the
excess of imports over exports hasrisen from 46% as a percentage of exports
in 1973 to asmuch as 84% in 1975 and 76 and went over the 100% marks
became 135% in 1984-85 and, at the same time, while at some points
our export performance in commodities and in some areas such as leather
goods or surgical goods can be commended. At the same time, the range
of exports has remained very narrow. In fact, the share of even a staple
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export item such as rice has declined from 22%in 1976 t011% in 1986
and. from the catton sector from 17% fortunately went up but this im-
balance has not been rectfied by the introduction of value added goods
at the rate at which other countries in the same region and countries out-
side that region have demonstrated how it is possible to generate a greater
volume of foreign exchange earnings through a sharper more finely tuned

policy which senses the skills and the potential inherent in a country which
deregulates in time to stmulate private sector activity and therefore
sumulates also the earnings in foreign exchange.

Mr. Chairman, it is interesting to note that the very countries from
which we obtain foreign aid in bulk are those very countries that have
systematically erected trade barriers in the form of tariffs and a study
has determined that the tariff barriers erected by the developed countries
of Europe, North America are in terms of percentage as well as in terms
of variety much more disproportionate to those tariff barriers erected by the
countries of the Third World which need to protect their own nascent and
developing industries from the competition of sophisticated industries
in the West and indeed the entire International Commodity Market is con-
trolled by forces that are located in the developed countries so that when
they give foreign aid with one hand they more than amply take away with
the other, in more ways than one. At the moment, Mr. Chairman, it could
be said that foreign aid in the context of Pakistan is divisible into both
economic and military aid and the disadvantages in both are that we are
- ted to the sources of supply whether it is for goods or for services from the
donor country itself. In fact, many studies have demonstrated both inter-
nationally and locally that as much as 10 to 15% of the aid in any case goes
back to the donor country purely in the form of fees provided for consul-
tancy services, socalled consultancy services which are more often much
more ecasily available in the recipient country and another disadvantage
with the kind of foreign aid that we negotiate is that it is tied to projects
and to specific programmes. Foreign Aid donors have become so sceptical
or they have been allowed to become so sceptical of our ability - to use -
aid effectively that they indeed dictate where foreign aid is to be used
and if one feels that the word ‘dictate’ might be too stronger word, I think,
a process of gentle but very firm pressure is applied by the donor countries
without resorting to any dictatorial forces or tendencies by which the
recipient country particularly Pakistan is obliged to give them projects
that meet the criteria that are formulated in countries and by governments
that are outside the sovereign scope of Pakistan. In fact, even though
the Federal Minister for Finance is not present in the House, I am sure,
his distinguished colleague would refer his attention to a study written by
Dr. Mahbubul Haq himself published in 1967 by Macmillan in London
titled ‘Tied Credits’ ; a qualitaive analysis in capital movement and I wish
I could quote verbatim from this I do not wish to take up the time of the
House but the Federal Minister for Finance will find in his own writings
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arguments perhaps much more eloquent and well thought out than my

“own which substantiate the basic points of my presentation. Also, Mr.

Chairman, one other adverse effect of the kind of foreign aid that we have
been receiving is an excessive emphasis on the production if not the importa-
tion of consumer goods as opposed to basic industrial processes of those
catalytic services and products that help establish a genuine industrial
infrasructure. We are, in a way, have had our arms twisted to allow in the
name of free market theories or open competition or letting the market find
its own equilibrium a large variety of goods that are not essential for the
development of this country, that are indeed luxury items. And by this
process what we have allowed to happen is that Pakistan has become a part
of another nation’s self-interest ; that the self-national interest of Pakistan
has been subsumed and the national self-interest of the donor country
takes over the whole relationship between donor and recipient. And also,
I think, the recipient country like Pakistan suffers from the floating interest
rate aspect of the international money market which often works to our
disadvantage.

Another regrettable dimension, Mr. Chairman, is the fact that virtually
all negotiations for foreign aid are conducted in a kind of twillight zone
which is actually tantamount to secrecy. Neither Parliament nor the public
is really ever taken into confidence about the terms and conditionalities that
are advanced and enforced by the donor countries. Statements, of course,
are made for the public consumption that Pakistan will preserve its inde-
pendence ; Pakistan will not sacrifice its economic independence but the
fact of the matter is that the real substance of the negotiations is never
really shared and indeed, even the standing Committees of Parliament I
doubt have had the opportunity to examine the terms and conditions
not only the fine print but also the meanings between the lines which
is often more important than what is actually spelt out. Now one realizes
that aid negotiations cannot be conducted in a public meeting in Liaquat
Bagh but there has been traditionaly a lack of accountability to
Parliament and to people about the specific terms and conditionali-
ties of foreign aid has steadily and dramatically declined and loans have
come to predominate the total quantum of assistance provided by foreign
countries we look at the debt service aspect, Mr. Chairman, there also it
is a most regrettable situation. For instance, from 9.5% of our commodity
export earnings as the form of debt service repayments 9.5% in 196065
in a twenty years period it has jumped to 40% which is a 400 increase in
the burden that debt servicing imposes on the resources of the country and
indeed instead of our being able to reduce the debt service relationahip
with our resource structure this has quadrupled and indeed in the military
economic aid sector this increase is well over 50%. I was only referring to
the economic aid aspect and if you look at the amount itself for 1975 the
debt service payments that we made was US Dollars about 250 million
whereas in 1985, 10 years later, the amount has gone to over one billion
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US Dollars. Sir, if you compare the debt service ratio with countries
which share the same conditions as our own we notice that India in 1980°s
had a 10% debt service ratio ; Indonesia had 13% but Pakistan had 28%.
Now Indonesia is the world’s largest Muslim country and even though
geographically it is quite different from Pakistan and it has many similar
economic features and India which is physically right next door also has
similar economic and physical features, yet there is almost a 100% difference
~ in the debt service ratio that Pakistan has to suffer and this also carries into
debt service as percentage of GNP in 1980’ India was less than 1% and
Pakistan is well over 8.5%. So, there is again a 250% difference, and the
ksson one can derive from this is that India is by no means gifted by some
extraordinary -abilities ; they have the same kind of ability resource system
that we have. It is a question of how we formulate our ecomomic negotia-
tion policy, how we relate it to our foreign policy; whether we are willing
to take a stand ; whether we are not unduly dominated by this fear of
offending the United States of America at every step that we take. I think,
our foreign policy inherently suffers from an excessive amount of difference
to the United States of America and to our friends in Eupore. I think, we
can justificably as sert our independence of other influences and preserving
our fraternal relations with the United States we can take a much more
self reliant attitude which can be translated into the economic aspect of
foreign policy, by which we begin the long over due process of introducing
austerity in Government, austerity as a national value. Unfortunately,
austerity & a national ethic is looked upon as a politically unpopular and
impractical device, and I beg to disagree, I think, that the people of Pakistan
are wise enough and sensible enough to know that if you give them all the
facts, if you don't fool-around with them, tell them how bad our economic
situation really is ; and what we really have to suffer by this receiving foreign
aid ; they will be willing to support any Government which has the courage
to take austerity up as a national ethic and to enforce it not just through
transitory superficial devices like Suzuki Cars. Suzuki Cars was a political
ploy which did not work and does not reflect real austerity. I think, con-
cept of austerity must be taken up as a rigidly enforced national ethic be-
cause we cannot condemn our children to pay out for the sins that we are
committing upon this land, and therefore, in moving of this resolution I
request the treasury benches to support it ; it is not meant to undermine
the Government. It reflects to a national consensus and one is willing to
give substance to whatever measures can be taken in this regard. :

Thank you, Mr. Chairman,

Mr. Acting Chairman : Thank you, Mr. Abdul Majid Kazi.
Mr. Abdul Majid Kazi : Thank you, Mr. Chairman.



300 SENATE O PAKISTAN [September 12,1988
[Mr. Abdul Majid Kazi)

Sir, I do not want to repeat what Mr. Javed Jabbar has said. [ want
to cite only one example—one experience which I had ecountered in 1965.
I happened to be in Canada and there was a convention on agriculture,
and the Minister of Canada was addressing and at that point of time some
Canadian got up and he said, “you are talking about aid but what are you
doing for your own red Indians who are living in deserts and they are living
in sub-human conitions” ? Well, he said let me tell you the meaning of aid....
We give from one pokect and take away from the other pocket. This is the
experience which I had, this is how they think about aid and we should be
very careful when we accept the aid even we should be careful and do for
only those projects which are good for the country and Parliament should
be taken into confidence when negotiations are carried and contracts made.
Thank you, Sir.

Mr. Acting Chairman : Qazi Abdul Latif Sahib.
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Mr. Sartaj Aziz : Mr. Chairman, I would like to thank the honourable
mover for an incisive statement and some very constructive suggestions,
As far as the objective of this resolution is concerned there can be no two
opinions about their validity and relevance. In fact all developing countries
do have their needs which are mn excess of their requirements and therefore,
to the extent they have access to some external resources from outside
they not only are able to supplement therr savings but also have access to
new technology which comes with these savings. The objective of reducing
dependence on foreign aid has been a consistent policy of the Government
and movement towards this objective has been made possible by checking
inflation increasing domestic savings, expanding exports and trying to
check domestic credit expansion.

These measures in the last 10 years have yielded some results and
I would like to inform the honourable member that as far as our relative
dependence on aid is concerned some progress has been made although it
could have been better but as a proportion of GNP our total external debt
has declined from 42% in 75-76 to almost 30% in addition to foreign
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exchange earnings also it has declined from 317 per cent in75-76 to almost

160 per cent in 87-88. The more mportant indicator of course is the °

proportion of imports there I would like to make one tactual correction Mr,
Chairman, and that is that the honourable mover has referred to only
physical exports and the debt servicing and imports as a proportion of that,
In economic terms it is the total foreign exchange earning that is not only
physical exports which right now are running at 4 4 billion dollars but our
remittances which are running at about 2% billion dollars, So against these
7 billion dollars of foreign exchange earning exports plus remittances our
total mports are slightly less about 6% billion dollars and therefore the
country’s dependence on foreign aid to finance imports if you take account
of all expenditures not just imports invisible expenditures also is no more
than 20% if you take gross aid and if you take net aid which means exclud-

ing debt servicing they are financing no more than 5 percent of our imports.

We can ,almost say therefore referring to Qasi Sahib’s statement
“Wor et an? S is no longer true, if God forbids anything happened and
tomorrow all foreign aid stopped the total reduction in our mport that
will be required to manage in such a situation is no longer unmanageable
as it was in the 60s but to the extent to which the country can have access
to foreign credits on reasonable terms, soft terms and we are borrowing
at relatively soft terms there is at the moment a need for it.

The other points which the mover made that dependence increases,
dependence in relationship, distortion of priorities, conditionalities, there
again the situtation has improved and I can say with some confidence that
today we are not forced to accept any condition that is not in line with our
own national priorities. As far as development projects are concerned. As far
as loans and grants are concerned the country is now in a much stronger
position than it was in negotiating terms. In fact Pakistan is regarded as one
of the best recipients of foreign assistance in terms of its ability to use
foreign assistance effectively for its own priorities. As far as the future
is concerned the perspective plan which has just been put out the copies
were circulated to this House last month the concept of economic self-
reliance more or less on the terms suggested by the mover is laid down in
the perspective plan in chapter 4 that the objective of self-reliance would
mean financing investment increasingly through domestic resources, the
revenue budget will be balanced, selfsufficiency in food will be sustained,
gradual reduction in the grant account deficit on the balance of payments,
progressively diversifying capital goods production and acquiring appro-
priate technology through the development of skilled manpower research
and other resources for development.

So, these objectives are in line with the suggestions made and I hope
that the actual projects and programmes will be in line with the imple-
mentation of these objectives through the perspective plan. In the light
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of this background I cannot question both the validity and importance
of the resolution before us ; this is a long-term objective achieving self-
reliance. So, I will only suggest that the words, “immediate and substantive
steps”, should be replaced by the words, “the Federal Government should
further intensify steps to reduce the country’s dependence on foreign aid”
because these steps are already being taken. So, if these words are changed
I will have no objection to the adoption of this resolution in fact I will
warmly welcome the suggestion which the mover has made to achieve this
vital objective. Thank you, Sir.

Mr. Acting Chairman : Thank you. Mr, Javed Jabbar. -

Mr. Javed Jabbar : 1 would like to thank the honourable Minister
for responding in this manner and I have no objection to the amendment
as proposed.

Mr. Acting Chairman : So, the resolution is passed then?

( The resolution was adopted)

Mr. Acting Chairman : The resolution is passed. I think now the day
is over. The House is adjourned to meet again on 15th September, 1988,
- at 10.00 am. and that will be a Government business day. Thank you.

[ The House then adjourned to meet again at ten of Clock in the morn-
ing on Thursday, the 15th September, 1988]
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