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The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall, (Parliament
House), Islamabad, at 5.30- of the clock in: the evening, with
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OF HOLDING A DEBATE ON FOREIGN POLICY

FATEHA
v o
Mr. Muhammad Ali Khan: lf.‘.-? e s

Mr. -Chairman Sir, I rise to condole the sad and untimely
demise of about hundred countrymen of ours who unfortunately lost
their lives in a recent boat accident about thirty miles from Sahiwal.
‘Similarly, in a recent blast at Peshawar four innocent lives were lost
and 13 were injured. I pray to God Almighty that He may rest their
souls in peace and give strength to the bereaved families so that they -
may be able to bear their irreparable losses. Sir, I suggest that the
Government should conduct an enquiry into_this boat accident so
that similar mishaps do not occur again and smnlarly we are used to
these blasts in the Frontier as it has become a daily routine. Now
there is a strong rumour that people sitting in Afghanistan who are
directly responsible for these terrorist activities in Pakistan are
planning to return home and it is also alleged that a political party in
the Frontier is arranging a very rousing reception for those terrorists®
If this happens, God Almighty save this country. I request the
Government that the moment they set their foot on the sacred
soil of Pakistan they should be arrested and an open trial should be
conducted and if found guilty, should be taken to task. If this does
- not happen the Almighty save this country and I am definite that the
patriotic element in the country would definitely bear tbe brunt. I
thank you; Sir.
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POINT OF ORDER; RE: TRANSACTING OTHER BUSINESS
IN A SESSION REQUISITIONED FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE

Pt
O
c0

insna Allah, 1T am sure when he is here, he will like to respond tc
yvour guery. Mr. Ahmedmian Soomyo.

POINT OF ORDER; RE: TRANSACTING OTHER BUSINESS IN A
SESSION REQUISITIONED FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE

Mr. Ahmedmian Soomro: Sir, may [ point out that this
session is a specially requisitioned session. It is not an ordinary
session which is usually called by the Government and where it is at
liberty to bring in any official business and so also the private busi-
ness. This is a special session for a special purpose, after which it is
vou onlv who can prorogue it. I would therefore, seek vour ruling on
the fact whether any other matter can be taken up as this session
will continue indefinitelv I think, and the Government probably
would not be able to bring in any legisiation passed by the National
Assembly in this session. Therefore. I will respectfully urge vou
to kindiy clarify whether in this requisitioned session for a particuiar
purpose — general business or private business or government
business or other things could proceed.

M:. Chairman: 1 don’t think I need to give a ruling on this
because with effect from day after onwards we will proceed with the
agenda as given by those members of this honourable House who had
requisitioned the session. Anc f{or that purpose. if necessary, we will
have the rules suspended so that you can proceed with discussion on
the politicai situation that is the purpose for which this session was
calied. So. tomorrow we will not be able to hold the session but it is
now planned that day after tomorrow onwards we will have a session
every day and we hope that we will be able to finish the business
on the agenda whatever that is during this period and so vour point
will be answered.

Mr. Ahmedmian Soomro: Sir, my submission was, whether
in this session anvthing other than what it has been requisitioned fo:
could be undertaken?

Mr. Chairman: Well, I don’t think I can give a ruling on this
straightaway it will require a lengthy debate. I would like to hear the
views of the honourable members before I give a ruling on a matter
of this importance. I don’t think it is necessary at this stage because
in any case this matter is being taken up from day after tomorrow
onwards. Thank vou very much.
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Nawabzada Jehangir Shah: Sir, there are two Bills, one is the
Pakistan Penal Code (Amendment) Bill and the other is Pakistan
Welfare State Bill which are pending for the last so many months, I
think, since we have this opportumty these should be taken first.

Mr. Chairman: That matter has already been referred to the
Committee, once it comes back from the Committee it will be taken
up. If you- do not wish to wait for the Committee’s repoit, the rules
permit that on the Private Members’ Day you can move a motion and
if the other members of the House agree then we can proceed with
the matter. But at the moment it is appropriate that the Committee
should come up with its detailed findings on that matter so that vou
can discuss it in the House.

Nawabzada Jehang‘u" Shah: Secondly the debate on the.
reports of the Council of Islamic Ideology has not been concluded
yet. I think, that is a very important issue. whlch should also be
discussed in the House.

Mr. Chairman: That will come up in due course Insha-Allah.
Now, we will take up the privilege motion. Privilege Motion No. 1.
Do. Noor Jehan Panezai.

PriVILEGE MoTioN

(1) RE: FAILURE OF P.T.V. IN DISPLAYING QUAID-I-AZAM’S
PORTRAIT IN THE FIRST PRESS CONFERENCE
OF THE PRIME MINISTER
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Otherwise I can ask the honourable Minister to make his statement
afterwards.
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Mr. Javed Jabbar: Point of order. Mr. Chairman, may I poini

out that this privilege motion is based on an incorrect factual state:
ment, '

Mr. Chairman: Let him complete then.
Mr. Javed Jabbar: May I then at least request that the mover
or the peopie speaking in support of the motior should confine

themselves to the substance of the motion.

Mr. Chairman: This is what I have already requested the
honourable Member, Prof. Khurshid Ahmed to please confin-
vourself to the admissibility of the motion, briefly.
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[ Prof. Khurshid Ahmed ]
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Kir. Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Javed Jabbar.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Mr. Chairman, I would like to begin by
stating. . . . (Interruptions) -
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Mr. Javed Jabbar: Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

I would like to begin by stating that the Prime Minister of
Pakistan Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto holds the person of the Quaid-i-
Azam Muhammad Al Jinnah in the deepest possible esteem and
regard as a citizen of this country, as the elected Prime Minister of
this country. I do not think that this subject should be stressed

beyond stating this fact. Because there is no doubt in the minds of
the people of this country as to her regard for that individual and it
would be demeaning for us to present any proof or evidence to
substantiate this statement. Secondly, Mr. Chairman, as a practice,
the portrait. of the Quaid-i-Azam is not used when a press conference
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is held. This can be substantiated from the records available or videc
tape. Press conferences can be held at airports. thev can be heid in
venues which may or may not have the portraits. The portrait of the
Quaid-i-Azam is normally used when a formal address to the nation iz
rendered. Portrait of the Quaid-i-Azam at least in so far as the
medium ‘of television is concerned is used only when the Hea:z of
State and the Head of Government make a formal address to the
nation through that medium. Thirdly, Mr. Chairman, in this particu-
lar case, the arrangements for this particular press conference were'
not the responsibility of Pakistan Television. The press conference
was held in the auditorium of the Prime Minister’s Secretaria: and it
is significant to note that the date on which the press conference was
held, the date was the third of December, 1988. The Prime Minister
had taken oath of office less than 24 hours ago. Her cabinet hac not
yet been sworn in. There was absolutely no official to assist her in
the process of ensuring adequate arrangements. It can be described
that the state of affairs at the Prime Minister’s secretariat was “hat of
a transitional nature. When the Prime Minister realized that -n
-unfortunate misunderstanding may have occurred in the minds of © ‘e
citizens as to any possible disrespect to the person of the Guaid-i-
Azam; she personally ordered me to conduct an Immediate inquiry
into the circumstances of this incident, and taking the earli
~-possible action we determined that it was principally as a result o
the confused state of arrangements at that time when a new Govern-
ment had just been established, the cabinet had not yet taken posi
tion. Responsibilities were identified but in the interest of not bei:. -
‘vengeful. and malicious at that particular moment, no deterrent
action or punitive action has been taken against the people responsible
for ensuring the arrangements. But I would like to once again empha-
size that at no point has the Prime Minister or the Pakistan Television
or the Government ever intended any disrespect to the personage of
the Quaid-i-Azam and in conclusion, Mr. Chairman, because unfor-
tunately the moving of the motion has been used as an opportunity
" to make attacks on the founder of the party that presently has the
responsibility to conduct the business of the Federal Government.

May I respectfully submit that one or the two honourable
- members who spoke belong to a party that at one point in our
history called the Quaid-i-Azam ‘Kafir-i-Azam’ and secondly, may I
submit that the very party to which the mover of this motion be-
longs has segmented and fragmented itself into so many smithereens
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that the very dignity and credibility of the august name of the
Muslim League has been reduced to a new depth.

Thank vou.
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Mr. Muhammad Ali Khan: To put the record straight I

would just like to say one thing i.e. that there are diferences amongst
people and that is the essence of democracy. We may have hac
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certain differences but by the grace of God Almighty. todav Mus!in:
League is one and a veryv strong organization. I must remind the
people here that it is that organization which created this country
Had it not been for the Muslim League we would not have been here
So, I am sorry to hear such things about that organization whick
created this country, which brought porsperity to people and whick
has got a great future. I thank vou, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: Dr. Noor Jehan Sahiba, in view of the
assurance by the honourable Minister that this was neither intendec
and this arrangement was not on behalf of the Pakistan Televisior
and this was really as a result of the confusion which was because of
the transitional nature of the arrangements. and it was not advertent.
ly or deliberately done, would you like to press this motion.
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Mr. Chairman: Then I am afraid, I will have to give a ruling.
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because I have explained the position.

Mr. Chairman: Please. Please you must abide by the etiquette
and the procedures of this House. The floor has been given to
Akhunzada Behrawar Saeed. I am requesting him to confine his
arguments to the admissibility of the motion. Nobody is to stand up
unless I have requested him to stand up. So please I hope and I
request you and pray that please abide by the decorum and dignity
of this House which we have maintained over the last so many years.

I am requesting you (addressing Akhunzada Behrawar Saeed)
that please confine yourself at this stage to the admissibility question.
The other matters have already come before the House. .
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Mr. Chairman: I will be grateful if vou confine vourself to
the admissibility question, -
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Khawaja Ahmad Tariq Raheem: Point of order. Sir, I think
the honourable Chairman has been reminding the House as to what is
the meaning of privilege. I would also draw the attention to Rule
63(2) of the Rules of Procedure. The point is how has this incident
prevented this Senate from functioning or how are the members of
the Senate prevented from discharging their duties. If they would
confine themselves to that perhaps we will be in a better position tc
consider the matter. I do not understand what is going on here.

Mr. Chairman: You are right. Behrawar Saeed Sahib, kindly
confine vourself to the admissibility of this privilege motion.
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Mr. Javed Jabbar: Mr. Chairman, as you are well aware the
procedure regarding a debate on admissibility is that the mover of
the motion moves the motion then if you permit, other speakers _
support that motion and then the Minister makes a statement.
- Subsequent to that it has always been the convention of this House
that the original mover or those who have already spoken respond to
the Minister’s points, if necessary, and then the Minister has th-
right to make the concluding statement. At this point I invite your
attention to the fact that vou have introduced a new practice by
which individuals who have not spoken in the original phase are now
being allowed to speak. So, may I be enlightened on this or are you
proposing to make this.effective?

Mr. Chairman: No, no.'After the honourable members have

: spoken I will again give you the floor to answer.any new points
- which have been raised. Prof Khurshld on a point of order.
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the Minister has a right to participate in the proceedings. He says that
the motion is not admissible then he has a right to make tha: -
statement but as I said that since we are-allowing this matter to
be debated. if there are any new points raised I will again request Mz.
daved Jabbar to respond to those points. So. we will not deprive him

of his right to be heard, so please don’t get unduly anxious on thdt
question.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Mr. Chairman, I respectfully invite your
attention to the fact that no new points have been added, instead a
kind of speech has been adopted which imply, in fact accuses us of
disrespect in the Quaid which is absolutely opposite to the facts. So,

I would request you to ensure that defamatory attacks are not made
against the individuals or a party.

Mr. Chairman: Yes, I would request the honourable mem-
bers whoever want to speak on this to restrict themselves to the
question of admissibility of the motion. Mr. Asif Vardag wanted to
say something. Please confine yourself to the admissibility of the
privilege motion. The question basically would be that in the circum-
stances as stated, what does breach of privilege mean and whether
privilege’s breach has taken place? :
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Mr. Asif Fasihuddin Vardag: Mr. Chairman Sir, in so far as
this motion is concerned whenever a privilege motion is involved it
either means that a member’s privilege or the entire Senate’s privilege -
has been violated and therefore, a privilege motion has arisen. Now -
vour honour, in so far as the founder of the nation is concerned it ic
the violation of the privilege of every citizen, every parliamentariar.
and every constitutional body in that country of which the founder
has been put in a derogatory position or his position has been down
graded vis-a-vis somebody else. Now, there are two aspects to this
motion. The first is that the founder of the nation has been put ir
a derogatory position in so far as that press conference is concernec
and the second aspect is that somebody who was the creation of onr
~‘Martial Law continuation through another Martial Law who came
into power through a third Martial Law and was removed by a fourtlf
Martial Law.

“Mr. Chairman: This is not relevant. I will be grateful if you
will confine yourself to the admissibility of the motion.

Mr. Asif Fasinuddin Vardag: Niay I submit vour honour
such a person was tried and convicted and executed.

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Vardag as I said please confine vouszelf
to the admissibility question. These arguments have already heen
- made. They have been noted. So, I will be grateful if you confine
- vourself to the admissibility.

Mr. Asif Fasihuddin Vardag:  Your honour just two mox
points. The honourable Minister has n'eitheriappolo_gized before thic
House on this issue, nor has he tried to explain the facts nor has he

- given an undertaking that such a thing w1ll not be repeated in future.
Thank you

Mr. Chaxrman Yes Mr. Javed Jabbar would you like to say
something in response?
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- Mr. Chairman" Thank you. I will reserve my ruhn_g on this
: pnvﬂege motion. We go to the next privilege motion.
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Mr. Chairman: It is no point of order. Privilege motion
No. 2, this is Prof. Khurshid Ahmed and Lt. Gen. (Retd) Saeed
Qadir. Prof. Khurshid Ahmed Sahlb

(1) RE: INADEQUATE AND INCOMPLETE COVERAGE OF
: SENATE’S PROCEEDINGS BY PT V

Prof. Khurshid Ahmed: I beg to move that the PTV coverage
of the discussion in the Senate on the Privilege motion that I moved
on 11th December, 88. was incorrect, arbitrarily selective and it
failed to represent the substantive discussion made in the House. The
news at 5.00 p.m. and at 7.00 p.m. did not even mention the fact
of walk out by almost all members of the Senate. This was a unique
event in the history of the Senate but was not reported by the PTV
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and Radio in these two important news bulletins. The report as given
in the news as well as its coverage by PTV were distorted and biased.
This amounts to violation of the privilege of the House as well as of the
mover of the motion. As an aggrieved party I beg to move that this
violation of privilege be discussed and the Privileges Committee be
- requested to take necessary steps against the persons responsible for
this mis-representation of the discussion held in the Senate giving to
the public at large a message not truly reflective of what happened in
the Senate, the Upper House of the Parliament.

Mr. Chairman: Isit being opposed?
Mr Javed Jabbar: Opposed

Mr. Chan‘man Professor Sahxb would vou like s make a
brief statement because Lt Gen. (Retd) Saeed Qadir is not here
today.

@/,}// Kl S /‘a'/" A -/y—‘/‘/“}/
u‘/f//c—/_p ')/,/f L oss N B /;J e 2
T u/A.« Lol 22 (o i isf JU‘//:/ Lt
»-uc.,é..,féei.l/ V. /’/fwb&/t.‘///)fuua

o Spr U7, L//;Ctmw‘/ w@ma D
A SR AL o vf“’/_J Sl dwwg/gj
oL, gj-*’y/ zoldiert p-/L‘ilg;,/d/u,yggfé;
g”’vaw/‘.f‘”d’af/* f,‘"p.w» Jb/,/y///,.l,/j
SIS et Lo L M S o S
b A S e Wloxw;.//y/////vl/ L /L;
J/,./,C///‘::L’ A,,J;/x/,«_’cr/‘ﬂ i
u)’o"d»ﬁb‘wuuﬂla uu‘wu/u/‘,{f&uwu

41.))” /’y/zzgda‘//u/“/GWIu!L«a r.glfL/_‘/,:j’



PRIVILEGE MOTION; RE: INCOMPLETE COVERAGE OF 211
SENATE’S PROCEEDINGS BY PTV :

'Ldfwt;b/ut./ ghe) /».1/1/ J“’ J u,(»i; P
Il Pl 2 nd '/—4/ drot
LB o g2 BYACIIS e L VST
J,»’Juz,z e i / d/ﬂ’udu‘//b’ T
-{fU),.‘ uWZ&(/& u/;CfJU) <l J&,’c{u b Ly,
* é/(fowf .:,u%f-':ﬁfi L PPz e sl
s e fo P e e G £ S5 B s
v Ub//};/vfu/a}-/b/()u/ulw’jw’f/u/&/'
(f'W//A’A,/_a/b’lfU‘UJ,Jlé/»Zw/)’JI(fuJIu’l/x
"F-b‘; 2t iLJ/}/J/J/MU’ 1y Ll/-»é/;’/w 0}%)
/u"'a‘/b ol (/‘«‘J;Jg‘/u“fl.f' ’Lu/u’?cﬁ,b/
JE 4ucu/,4/rb/auf%/uz/c—-uu~//f/ r’/
/)//.ﬂ‘;/‘, // = uu’UfLrU w/c',u U,u../..« Lz
/fu” “chivd)/:, J’/uv’/ e r"f/ /;(f’w’lu
Py sie s D OB AN NP Z el J
Iminimum criteria / JS, LA < <L oszld o/-d,;’/u’{
AN Yhs ) misteporting -, e L
Z Ly #y?  privileges committee
Mr. Chairman: I\;ow, Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Saeed Qadir is here.
General Sahib, we were dealing with your privilege motion regarding
inadequate coverage by the Pakistan Television of the discussions in
the Senate on the 11th of December, 1988 and in your absence
Professor Khurshid Ahmed has made his statement. First of all you

might read your privilege motion because it has not yet been moved
by you. If you ‘would like to say something in support of your
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privilege motion.

Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Saeed Qadir: Thank vou Mr. Chairman. I
seek leave to move the House to consider breach of my privilege
committed by the PTV whilst reporting the Senate proceedings on
11th December, 1988. The report given out by the PTV totally
distorted the facts as stated by me on the floor of the House.

The PTV reported that I had stated that the matter under
discussion be handed over to the Privileges Committee under Article
254 or words to that effect. Thus giving the impression that there
was no substantive issue involved in the privilege motion moved in
the House. When, in fact what I had stated was that the Chairman in
. the ‘Decisions of the Chair’ on page 194, para 2, had agreed with
Professor Khurshid when this Article i.e. Article 254 could be
invoked to rectify, if necessary, any irregularity arising from fallure
to comply with the constitutional requirement, as to time.

The Chairman then further elaborated on page 195 (which I
had read out on the floor of this House) as follows, “with this I .
think, while there may have been a mistake or a lapse or whatever;
for the future at least we would be on the right track, and would
have set up unambiguous traditions.” :

I had further stated that Article 254 could not be repeatedly
misused and hence the matter be referred to the Privileges Commit-
tee. :

Thus it would be seen from what I have described the extent
of distortion between what was reported by the PTV and what was
factually stated by me on the floor of this House.

I, therefore, request that the matter be referred to the Privi-
leges Committee for necessary action.

Mr. Chairman, the issue with regard to privileges have been
discussed in this House very often in the past and it is fully under-
stood by me and I think by my other colleagues in this House that
the right of reporting or not reporting rests with the PTV and that is
not being challenged. What I am trying to bring out is that what has
factually been stated has been positively distorted by the PTV and
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" the decisions of the Chair which are held by the House have clearly
brought out that whenever there is a distortion that would amount
to a breach of privilege. So, I seek that vou may consider this
pnvxlege motlon on the basxs of this argument Thank you.

M. Chaxrman Thank vou. Mr. Javed Jabbar

: ~ Mr. Javed Jabbar: Mr. Chairman, thank vou. I would like to
state that I share the concern of both movers of these privilege
motions that there is a need to ensure accuracy and precision in
reporting the proceedings of Parliament specifically. However, in the
case of the motion moved by Professor Khurshid Ahmed I would like
to point out that the news about the staging of the walk out by the
Senators was reported in various news bulletins by Pakistan Broad-
casting Corporation and in the case of Pakistan Television Corpora-

tion it was broadcast in the 7.00 p.m. bulletin. Therefore, strictly
~ speaking on the basis of facts alone the specific motion moved by
Professor Khurshid Ahmed is incorrect. I would like to state that in
view of general time constraints sometimes, not always, sometinies
valid excuse can be taken that all even all the substantive points
stated on the floor of the House can not always be telecast the
same day. But I would like to point out that what happens often in
the case of television is that where it is relatively easier to accommo-
date news perhaps in the 7 p.m. bulletin when ever there is an
evening sitting of the Senate by the time the 9.00 p.m. bulletin
comes on that have also taken place a number of events inter-
nationally and within Pakistan and without intending perhaps any
disrespect to the sanctity of Parliament and to the wisdom of the
words uttered in Parliament editorial discretion has to be sometimes
exercised. In this case, however, I feel that if there has been an
impression of inadvertent distortion or deliberate distortion this is
completely contradictive by the transcript of the news bulletin
telecast on the 11th December, 1988, and I will not take up your
time by reading out the entire text. I will read out just the sentence
which states specifically ‘“‘the Acting Chairman, Syed Fazal Agha
disallowed the motions and the majority of Members staged a walk
out against his decision”’.

Mr. Chairman: That is précisely the objection. They are
saying that by saying majority, majority could mean out of 40, 21,
22 but the precise statement is that for a correct view of what had
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happened the mover has said that it should have been stated that “‘all
but six’’ walked out.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Well. That is one way of putting it certain-
ly, but at the same time, Mr. Chairman, while I share. asI said at the-
very outset, his concern and I have already given instructions to’
Pakistan Television that perhaps the task of recording what is said in
Parliament should now be taken up by more than one or even two
reporters. Because sometimes members speak on the floor of the
House and members of the Press sitting in the gallery may find
it difficult to keep pace with every word uttered. Also. as you know
even our own reporters have a system by which every 10 minutes or
twenty minutes they change their shift so that the freshness and
accuracy of the mind is maintained. Whereas in the case of the media
our ladies and gentlemen who represent the media sit here conti-
nuously for three hours and sometimes purely out of human error it
is possible that an inadvertent thing occurs.

. Mr. Chairman, in submission of opposing not only this
but also the second privilege motion, may I respectfully point out
that the present Federal Government is the first Government in the:
24 vears’ history of Pakistan Television Corporation which within 48
or 72 hours after taking office has introduced the unique concept of
allowing members of Parliament to express their views on the elec-
tronic media irrespective of whichever party they belong to. In fact,
the guidelines that I issued to both media was under the directives of
the Prime Minister that anyone who for instance speaks in Parlia-
ment in a given sitting has the opportunity immediately after leaving
the House to use the facilities provided by the Pakistan Television
and Pakistan Broadcasting to record the gist of what theyv have stated
on the floor of the House so that in case any inadvertent distortion
takes place the viewers and the citizens from the horse’s mouth
literally can hear what they had to say. Therefore, I would respect-
fully disagree with the accusation made by my friend Prof. Khurshid
Ahmed that we deliberately delayed the telecast of the round-up that
night to 11.00 p.m., no such deliberate intent is ever practised
onward of the sixth of December, 1988. More and more independent
professionaly editorial discretion has been given to both Radio and
Television and I would, therefore submit t‘mat this motion is inadmis-
sible on these grounds.

Mr. Chairman: But you are also saying, it was inadvertent.
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Mr. Javed Jabbar: It is inadvertent because, Mr. Chairman,
when you say ‘a majority of members staged a walk out’ that is one
* way of saving it and the other way is to sav ‘all except six walked
“out’. You will agree that language can be a very dual and nebulous
thing. However, in the case of Lt. Gen. (Retd) Saeed Qadir. I do
agree that there has been a distortion but again. I would hke‘ to

~ correct the statement made that the gist of the speech of the honour.

- able Senator was reported in the proceedings of the Senate televised
on the 11th of December, The P.T.V. took the piea that because of
paucity of time, the subtlety or the basic fact that he has mentioned
in the privilege motion was not substantiated. If he is really totally
agitated about this issue. I have no objection to the motion being
referred to the Privileges Committee and the fact can be ascertained
because there is absolutely nothing to hide but on the basis of m
assurance that there ismo intent to ever distort anyting, I hope, that
they will not press their motions. Thank vou.

Mr. Chairman: Thank vou. In view of this assurance and ths
explanamon Prof. hhuvbhld Sahib, would vou like to press vour
motion?
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Otherwise we w1ll request him to ask PTV to make sure that such
lapses do not take place in future.
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Mr. Chairman: Then, General Sahib, will that be acceptabie
to you in view of the statement made by the honourable Minister?

Lt. Gen. (Retd) Saeed Qadir: Yes, Mr. Chairman.

In fact, I am very appreciative of the Minister’s statement anc
if this is the desire of the Minister that we should not press for thic
the motion, I would not press it and I am thankful that he appre-
ciates and accepts the fact that there has been perhaps an inadverten:
distortion and we would appreciate that the Government would
continue to follow the policy and give instructions to the PTV that
they should be more careful in reporting the gist of the discussions.
We understand that there is a time restriction and we also understand
that there is no compulsion on them to report in totality what we all
say, but so long as it is done correctly and truly without bias we
would be very grateful to the Minister and to the Government.
Thank vou very much.

Mr. Chairman: So, in view of the statement of the honour-
able Minister and the assurance that he will ensure that such lapses
do not take place in future this motion is disposed of as not being
pressed.

Now. we have another little problem before us. Some of the
honourable Ministers and I myself we have to go to a function at
7.30 p.m. It appears that some members feel that the House should

~ continue in the meantime, some are of the opinion that it should b=
adjourned, I just would like to know what is the sense of the House?

Mr. Muhammad Ali Khan, what would you like to do? Would
vou like to adjourn or not?

Mr. Muhammad Ali Khan: Sir, the honourable members whao
are on the panel of the Presiding Officers are not present, here today,
so, I would suggest that vou should kindly adjourn it.
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Mr. Chairman: Then I adjourn this House to meet again or
17th of January. 1989, at 10 a.m. in the morning and, in future,
unless there are compulsions to the contrary we will try and hold the
session in the morning. Thank vou very much.

[The House then adjourned to meet again at ten of the clock in the
morning on Tuesday, January 17, 1989].
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