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PANEL OF PRESIDING OFFICERS

Mr. Chairman: In pursuance ol sub-rule 170l Rule 14 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Senate 1988, 1 nominate the following -
Members in order of precedence 10 form a paict 0l presiding ofticers for the May
{989 session of the Scnate of Pakistan:

1) Mr. Asil Fasihuddin Verdak

2) Syed Abbas Shah
3) Syed Fascih Igbul
LEANE OF ABSLACE
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RULING ON (i) PRIVILEGE MOTION REGARDING REPLACEMENT OF
ENGLISH BY URDU LANGUAGE

Mr. Chairman:  There were certain matters which were discussed in (his
House by way of piivilege motions on which rulings had been reserved and 1
would like 1o announce these rulings.

The first is privilege motion No. 15 dated 12.9.88 moved by Prof.
Khurshid Ahmed. Mr. Muhammad Ali Khan and Qazi Abdul Latif. This was the
question arising out of the breach of privilege because of the failure of the
Government 1o comply with the requirements of Article 251(1) to replace
English language by Urdu language for its usc for official and other purposcs.
Would you (thc House) like me to read the whole ruling or just the concluding
portion?

Voices: ~ Pleasc read the whole ruling.
Mr. Chairman: Well 1 will read if this is the sense of the House.

Scnators, Prof. Khurshid Ahmed, Muhammad Ali Khan and Qazi Abdul
Latil moved a privilege motion in the House on 15th of Scptember, 1988 in the
I7th session of the Senate, secking (o raise a question of breach of privilege
arising in the following circumstances:-

"Undcr Article 251 of the Constitution the Government was obligated to
make arrangements for using Urdu in official and other purposcs within
fiftecn ycars from the commencing day. The Government had failed to fulfil
this obligation within the period of fifteen years and the arrangements were
not made for replacement of English by Urdu language. In most
cducational institutions. Urdu is not a medium of instructions nor has it
been accepted as such in competetive cxaminations held by Public Scrvice
Commission. There has, therefore, occurred a constitutional violation of
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this Aticle. This, the Members contend, had caused a breach of privilcgc of

t_he Senate and its Members and also amounted to violation of the
legitimate rights of the citizens of the country.

2. The motion was opposed by the Minister for Justice and Parliamentary
Affairs. .
23 The movers submit that the Senate is the protector and guardian of the

Constitution as is reflected in the oath taken by the Members andits violation in any
form constitutes a breach of their parliamentary privilege. They argucd that the
period between 5th of July 1977 to 13th December 1985 during which the
Constitution remained in abeyance could not be excluded from the period of
fiftecn ycars prescribed in Article 251 for the enforcement of Urdu for official
use and other purposes in the country. While conceding the due importance of
Urdu as a national languagc of the country as declared in Article 251, the
Minister for Justice enumerated the steps taken by the Government during (he
period to promote and facilitate the use of Urdu as a National Language in the
country. He, however, contended to the requirements of Article 251(1) were
dircctory rather than mandatory becausce no penal CONSCYUENCES WLIC Proy ided n
Article 251 or else where in the: Constitution  for non-compliance of e
requircments of Article 251(1).

Support in that behalf was sought from Article 254 which says that any
act or thing required by the Constitution to be donc within a particular period and
was not done within that period, the doing of the act or thing shall not be mvalid
or otherwise incffective by reason only that it was not done within the period
prescribed. He further argucd that a breach ol parliamentary privilege could only
occur when non-compliance Or violation of any act contemplated by the
Constitution or Law obligated to be done by any functionary had caused
obstruction or impediment in the functioning of the Housc, or in the discharge of
duties and functions of the Members of the House.

Urdu is practically used as an official language in the proceedings o the
House. The movers are fre¢ 10 €Xpress their views. make speeches and discuisy
matters in the House either in Urdu or in English. The documents of the House
are also invariably provided to Members both in Urdu and English. Theretore.
the Member do not have any legitimate complaint in this behall and no
obstruction is thereby caused in the performance of their dutics and functions.

4. I would not like to comment on the argument that Article 251 is directory
rather than manddtory. This argument cam more appropriately be dealt. with by a
court of law if such an issue is raised before it. Howcver, [ agrec with the
“contention of the. Law and Justice Minister that the non-compliance of the
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requirements of Arti-ie 252(1) has, by no mecans causcd an opslruc_lion or
impediment to the Houre or its Members in the discharge _of their duugs and
functions so as to give risc to a breach of parliamentary pn'wlcgc.. ThCI'C.IS also
weight in the argument that a long period of cight years dunr.lg which the
Constitution had remained in abeyance duce to imposition of Martial Law‘ could
not be reckoned for the purpose of computing the period of 15 years l(.)r lhc‘ '
discharge of obligation under Article 251. If this period is cx.cluc'icd. a period of
15 years could not be said to have clapsed so far. The Constitution commcngcd ;
on the 14th of Augukl. 1973 as provided in Article 265(2) and the pcmxl of 15

ycars lapsed on 13th of August, 1988. Bul after excluding roughly qghl ;mc.i a

half years during which the Constitution remained in abeyance the period .whl_ch,
has clapsed from the commencing day so far is 7 ycars only. The motion is,

therefore, premature. ~

5% For the foregoing rcasons I hold that the motion is inadmissible and no
brcach of parliamentaty privilege has occurred requiring itervention of the
Housc under Rule 62(ii) and (ii1). I, therefore, rule the motion out of order.

(IPRIVILEGE MOTION REGARDING DISSOLUTION OF
PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF BALUCHISTAN

The second privilege motion arising out of the breach of privilege of the
House because of the arbitrary dissolution of the Provincial Assembly of
Baluchistan moved by Scnators Prof. Khurshid Ahmed. Dr. Noor Jehan Panezai, -
Qazi Abdul Latif, Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro and Maulana Sami-ul-Haqg. have
sought leave to movea privilege motion based on the dissolution of the Provincia’
Assenibly of Balushistan under orders of the Governor, Baluchistan passed in th
early hours of the morning of 15th December. 1988. According to the movers the
action of the Governor was unconstitutional on the ground that the Chief
Minister, Baluchistan who advised dissolution ol the Assembly in terms of
Article 112(1) of the Constitution of Pakistan was not competent to advise the

dissolution as he had not been validly appointed 1o the office of Chicf Minister
on the relevant date.

Prof. Khurshid Ahmed, Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro and Lt. Gen. Saced
“Qadir have referred to Article 130 (2A) of the Constitution to contend that the
Govemor should invite a Member of the Provincial Assembly to be the Chief
Minister who commands the confidence of the majority of the Members of the
Provincial Assembly as ascertained in a session of the Assembly summoned for
the purpose in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution. It has been
stated that at the relevant time the Baluchistan Provincial Assembly consisted of
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44 Members but Mr. Zufarullah Jamali whose name was proposed for the office
of Chief Minister was able to secure the support of only 21 Members. Therealfter,
the Speaker of the Assembly asked thosc Members who werc opposing the
nomination of Mr. Zafarullah Jamali to raisc their hands and their number
became 21. Because there was apparently a tic for the ascertainment of majority
for the Chicf Minister, the Speaker of the Assembly used his casting vote in
favour of Mr. Zafarullah Jamali and thereafter, issucd a certificate that Mr. Jamali
had been ascertained as the Chief Minister of Province. It was argued that
obtaining 21 votes or for that matter 22 voles was not sufficicnt for the
appointment of Chief Minister in accordance with Article 130 (2A) ol the
- Constitution.

It was also argucd that a person after having been ascertained as Chiefl
Minister is only a provisional Chicf Minister. Hc has to obtain a votc of
confidence from the Assembly within 60 days as rcquired by Article 130 (3) of
the Constitution. On the relevant day Mr. Jamali had not yet obtained a vote of
confidence, and for this reason, was not competent to advisc dissolution of the
Asscmbly.

It was geheral]y argucd that the action of the Governor passcid in the very
early hours of the moming was malafide. The advice was apparently taken on
telephone at the time when the Governor was staying at the Holidav Inn in
Islamabad, and the orders were also passcd on telephone at that uncarthiv hour.,
Under the Constitutuion the Governor could have waited for at least 48 hours and
should not have been in a hurry to pass orders of dissolution. Morcover, the
Governor also had the power to call upon the Chicf Ministcr (o obtain a volc of
confidence. In the Particular circumstances of the casc. when the status of the
Chief Minister was being doubted, the Govemnor should have exercised greater
care and not passed orders in a mechanical manner. Scveral Members of the
House supported the contention of the movers and pressed for admissibility of
the privilege motion.

Dr. Mahbubul Haq in particular, was of the opinion that the matter be
referred to the Privileges Committee of the Housc to ascertain at least seven areas
of doubt which according to him required clarification. The arcas of doubt
mentioned by Dr. Mahbubul Haq arc the following:-

First: Whether a Chief Minister who had not obtained a vote of
confidence or a majority could advise the Governor to dissolve the Asscmbly?

Second: Whether the Chief Minister who had resigned 24 hours carlier as
he himself suggested was in a position to advise the Governor to dissolve the
Assembly?
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Third: Whether cven though a no confidence motion had not been
actually moved, cvery informed  person in Pakistan knew that there was a threat
or at lcast the danger of a no confidence motion being moved and whether that
should have been taken into account?

Fourth: Whether discretionary powers vested in the [unctionarics under
the Constitution have been used with reasonable care?

Fifth: Whether the indecent haste with which the Govemor acted at 3.0°
clock in the moming suggested mala fides? Why was such haste demonstrated? ‘

Sixth: Whether the advice was given verbally or in writing? If the advice
was verbal, what is the constitutional cffect?

Seventh: Suspicions, allegations and rumours regarding whetier there was
any consultation with the Centre. If there was not, it scts a very unfortunate and
dangerous precedent for relations between the Centre and the provinees. It
threatens in futurc the very fabric of the Federation. The Scnale has a
responsibility in maintaining this relationship and is in fact a symbol of the unity
of the Federation where all provinees are cqually represented. It has to sce and
take note of anything that happens in any onc ol the provinees because it is the
custodian of their interests. Are we 1o belicve that this is the right precedent that
there should be no consultation between the provinees and the Centre on such
matters?

Dr. Mahbubul Haq argued that the several arcas of doubt could only be
resolved if the matier was examined in detail by the Privileges Commitice of the
House.

The Law Minister Mr. AitzazAhsan has opposed the admissibility of the
privilege motion on the ground that the Governor had no option but o accept the
advice of the Chiel Minister as required by Article 112 (1) of the Constitution.
He also argued that the Federal Government was not involved in the matter and
had no knowledge of the action taken by the Governor, According to him, the
Federal Government was surprized and became aware only of the action on the
morming of 15th December. 1988 when the news became publicly known. On the
conclusion of the debate T asked ihic Law Minister 10 clarify specific legal arcas
raiscd during the debate nameiy the following:-

a) The Chict Minisier had resigned 24 hours before he advised the
Governor and what would be the cticct of that action.
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b) It was pointed out by Gen. Saced Qadir that he had not ycl
obtained a vote of confidence. Some other Members had also
pointed out that he had not yet obtained a vote of conlidence -
what would be the effect of the advice by a Chicl Minister who
had not obtained a vote of confidence.

c) Under the Constitution,the Governor shall invite a Member of the
Provincial Assembly to be the Chicf” Minister who commands the
confidence of the majority of the Members of the House. At the
relevant time there were 44 Members of the Assembly and the
majority would be 23 Members. It appearcd that the number of
persons who reposed confidence in the Chicl Minister was at best
22 if the casting vote of the Speaker is included. Did 22 Members
represent the majority? Since there was no clection - could the
Speaker have a casting vote?

In response 1o these questions the Law Minister was ol the opinion that
a matter was in the court it would not be appropriate for him to commit himscll
on these legal questions. '

I have considered the matter in depth. The legal issucs raised are, no
doubt, of importance and the submissions of the honourable Senators who have
supported the motions carry considerable weight. However, interpretation of the
Constitution is normally within the jurisdiction of the superior courts of Pakistan.
There arc several rulings of the Chair which support this point of view. The
Chairman of the Scnate will undertake the interpretation of the Constitution only
when such interpretation diretly affects the proceedings of the Houge. Morcover,
the matter has alrcady been taken into the court and according 10 press reports the
High Court have pronounced judgement declaring that the dissolution of the
Assembly is illegal. In these circumstances, T hold that these privilege motons
have become infructuous and are disposed of accordingly.

(iii) PRIVILEGE MOTION REGARDING FFAILURE OF PTV IN
DISPLAYING PORTRAIT OF QUAID-1-AZAM WHEN
THE P.M. ADDRESSED A PRESS CONFERENCE

The third privilege motion is No. 1. dated 12th of December, 1988 by Dr.
Noor Jehan Panczai on the breach of privilege arising out of failure of PTV to
display the Quaid-i-Azam's portrait on the wall when the Prime Minister of
Pakistan addresscd her first Press Conicrence.

e - =



RULING ON PRIVILEGE MOTION REGARDING FAILURE OF P.T.V.
IN DISPLAYING PORTRAIT OF QUAID-I-AZAM WHEN THE
P.M. ADDRESSED A PRESS CONFERENCE

Senator, Dr. Noor Jehan Penzai moved a privilege motion on 15-1- - .
19th Session of the Senate seeking to raise a question of breach

priviiege arising out of PTV's failure to display the Quaid-i-Azam's portrail
the wall of the room in which the Prime Minister, Mohtarma: Benazir Bhutto
addressed her Press Conference within 24 hours of her induction into the office
ol the Prime Minister. Although the portrait of the late Mr. Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto,
former Primé Minister of Pakistan, was repeatedly shown by the PTV in its
coverage of the Press Conference telecast by it but the Quaid-i-Azam's portrait
was not displayed even once. Its absence from the Press Confercnce was
conspicuous. Upon these grounds the mover contends that the PTV's failure to
display the portrait of the Quaid-i-Azam on its network has not only hurt her
seniments but also the semiments of the other Members of the®Senate and this

132 10 her is against the national convention and tradition and amounts to

thers breach of privilege. She also contends that by her so doing, an attempt has
ocen made Lo belittic the image of the Quaid-i-Azam in the estimation of the
peopie of Pakisian,

The Press Conference reportedly ook place on the 3rd of December, 1988

but notice of the motion was received in the Secretariat on the 12th of December,
1988. The delay of 8 days perse before the mover gave the notice of this motion
could not be explained by the mover and this dclay seems relevant for the
purposes of discussing the admissibility of the motion under Rule 62(2).
Moreover, Mr. Javed Jabbar, Minister of State for Information and Broadcasting
while opposine the motion maintained that the Prime Minister Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutio held the person of the Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah in the
deepest possible esteem and rcgard as a citizen of the country and no one
intended any disrespect 10 the father of the Nation. He also referred to the
practice according to which the portrait of the Quaid-i-Azam is not displayed in
the press conferences held at different places where portrait of the Quaid-i-Azam
18 nomaily not available. Usually, the portrait of the Quaid-i-Azam is shown
when the Prime Minister of Pakistan makes a formal address to the Nation. The
PTV invariablly displays Quaid-i-Azam's portrait when the Head of the State or
the Head of the Government makes a tormal address to the nation on its network.
He explained that the PressConference in question was not arranged by the PTV.
It was held in the auditorium of the Prime¢ Minister's Sccretariat. There wCIC no
officials 1o assist her to ensure adequate arrangements and as Prime Minister had
assumed only 24 hours ago her Sceretariat was of transitional nature al the
relevant time. Despite that after the Prime Minister realized that non-display of
the Quaid-i-Azam's portrait had created misunderstanding in the minds of the
cilzens of Pakistan. She ordered him Lo conduct an immediate inquiry in the
waler and nthe inguiry it was found that the omission had occurred due o the
veeiesed amangements at that time as the new Government had just been

tmstied and the Cabinet had not taken over. The responsibility was fixed but
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[M . Chairman]
looking to the surrounding circumstances of the incident, no punitive action was
taken against those responsible for the lapse. He, however, assured the Housc
that neither the PTV nor the Government had ever intended any disrespect 10 the

personage of the Quaid-i-Azam. He accordingly, contended that on' the facts
stated above, no breach of privilege of the House or its Members had occurred.

Senator Mr. Akhunzada Behrawar Saeed, Prof. Khurshid Ahmed and Qazi
Hussain Ahmed also participated in the debate on the admissibility of the motion
and comended%that the portrait of late Prime Minister Mr. Zulfigat Ali Bhutto
was consciously displayed and repeatedly shown while that of the Quaid-i-:Azam
‘was omitted. It is, therefore, concluded that the lapse was conscious ‘and
intentional. There ‘is an apparent contradiction. in the Minister's explanation.
While on the one hand, he referred 1o the convention or practice according to
which the portrait of Quaid-i-Azam is shown on occasion when the Head of the
State or Head of the Government addressed the nation and, on the other hand, he
had conceded that the non-display of the Quaid-i-Azam portrait’ on the given
occasion was a lapse but it was unintentional. The fact, however, remained that
when organizers of the conference were conscious of ‘the importance of the
occasion, dcliberately arranged to display. the portrait of late Mr. Zulfigar Ali
Bhutto, they should have taken care 10 show the ‘portrait of the founder of the
country. Thercfore, whether intentional, deliberate or bonafide. the lapse was
unfortunate and of serious nature. However, in view of the cxplanation of the
Minister of State for Information and Broadcasting I ask the mover whether she
would still insist in pressing the motion to which she said that she would press
the motion. The circumstances in. which the Quaid-i-Azam's portrail was not
consciously displayed in the Press Conference Room. Having heard the matter,
the Minister concemed and other Members on the admissibility of the motion, I
have no doubt in my mind that the notice of the motion was patently
inadmissible on the ground of laches as the question was sought 1o be raised afier
about 8 days after the Press Conference was telecast by the PTV on its network.
The delay per'se is fatal and has remained unexplained.

Secondly, the Minister's explanation  that the Prime Minister and the
Government held the Quaid-i-Azam in the highest esteem and neither the Prime
Minister nor anyone in the Govermnment intended to impair the image of the
Quaid-i-Azam or a status or 1o show any disrespect 1o him'and as the conference
was hurricldy arranged within 24 hours afier the Prime Minisier's coming into the
office, the omission made wis unintentional. Additionally, when the Prime
Minister realized that the lapse had occurred she ordered for an inquiry into the
‘matter. In the inquiry that followed, responsibility ‘'was fixed but the Prime
Minister decided not to take punitive action against the person responsible in the
given state of affairs. I am, therefore, inclined to consider this lapsc as bonafide
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and I also accept the contention of the Minister that there was no deliberate insult
or disrespect intended to the father of the nation that the lapse had been malafide
and intentional. It would have been possible to hold that the Government -
consciously wanted to belittle the image and in those circumstances. the privilege
motion would have been held in order. However, this lapse on the ‘part-of the
relevant authorities has not prima facie affected the working of the Senate-and it
has not been shown how it has. caused the obstruction in the performance of the
function and duties of the Senate in the House $0-as 1o give rise to breach of -
parliamentary privilege. I, therefore, hold that in these circumstances of the case
particularly keeping in view the inquiry held by the Government and the fixing of
‘the responsibility by the Government itself, I hold that that no breach - of
parliamentary privilege has taken place and this privilege motion is ruled out of
order under Rule 62(2) and (3). :

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro on point of order.

POINT OF ORDER REGARDING OBJECTION ONTHE RULING
GIVEN BY THE CHAIR .

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro: Sir. I would like to point out that as you, Mr.
Chairman, have already realized that some of the rulings have been given so late for
which I do not think such a long delay should have been taken place where they
have become infructuous on account of the delay, so, I would request that, in_
future, ruling may kindly be given at the carliest possible time envisaging the
importance of th/e matter. :

Mr. Chairman: I think, in these matters, you should kindly leave this to
the discretion of the Chair. Sometimes rulings do get delayed and sometimes the
circumstances that have to be taken into account and the important thing is that
some of these matters 1o which you have referred . cre in the court of law at that
time and they have become infructuous because of court's decisions and I think .
the 1mportance of this matter is that these matters were discussed at the earliest
stage by the House and all these issues which were debated in the courts were
actually initially debated in this House and in this respect I would say that proper
guidance was provided to the people by this House and that is the importance of
this debate in this House. it

Mr. Javed Jabbar on point of order.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Sir, the minor but necessary cerrection, Mr.
Chairman, I just like to point out that the responsibility for not taking punitive
action  against the officials concemed for not displaying the portrait is mine
-aiune and not the Prime Minister's, So, I just want to clarify that.
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~ Mr. Chairman: Mr. Aitzaz Ahsan on point of order.

Mr. Aitzaz Ahsan: Mr. Chairman, far be it from me to make any
suggestion on the very learned and indeed comprehensive rulings that have come
from the Chair and no doubt about the fact and we all acknowlcdge it completcly
that you are, Mr. Chairman, a man of very great legal acumen and expericnce
who has been a very prominent lawyer in the legal community and fratemity of
Pakistan but may I just with great respect submit that in this last ruling relating to
the Information Ministry when the Chair has come 10 a conclusion at the outsct
which is reterated in the concluding paragraph again that the privilege rotion 18
not competent for more than one reasons, and the two reasons given by yourself
Mr. Chairman are:

(1) that it was hit by laches and was not, therefore, competent under
Rule 62; and

(2)  secondly that it had not affected the functioning of the House - a
very fundamental and very basic objection to the privilege motion
and its very competence. :

Then, I would submit and I submit this with great humility Mr. Chairman, with great
respect and in complete deference to an acknowledgement of you as a man of law
far superior to any of us - I am sure far superior {0 me. I have said earlier in the
House that while we practised at the bar in Lahore I have been a junior by several

_ years and I have always learnt from your presentations in court arid from you in
the Chamber, Mr. Chairman. So Jsubmit with great respect and in all humility that I
do wonder why it is then necessary 1o go into the merits of a case, of a privilcge
motion that may be contentions on which the Government’s view has been squarely
and forthrightly stated and that was the view taken by the honourable Minister of
State for Information; and a motion which the Chairman has himself found to be
incompetent. If a motion is incompetent, with great respect. I submit Mr.
Chairman (this is my own reading, according to my light and that, of course, may
be wrong, according to my light) that alone is sufficient to rule the motion out of
order and any further remarks or observations by you Mr. Chairman or any other
distinguished person then can only be mis-understood, though there is no reason
at all whatsoever and far it is from me cven to suggest or contcmplate any
reasons to misunderstand your ruling but I think that can only bc misunderstood
because then it only remains asbiter dicta because fundamentally the privilege
motion has been held to be incompetent and there I think the ruling (it is only a
suggestion, a loud thinking but I feel it necessary) should stop rather than going
into further merits of it. If it is incompetent Mr. Chairman, it is incompetent.
Thank you.
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Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro: Mr. Chairman, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: Yes, Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro.

Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro: Sir, I beg to disagree with the honourable
Minister. You can only come to a conclusion after hearing the Mcmbers of the
House. It does not mean that if one section or any honourable Member or any
honourable Minister thinks it is inadmissible at the carly stage it might be so
because there might be the other side of it, there might be the other aspect of it. I
would respectfully submit that it is the privilege of this House to express their
views on the legal aspects at the time of admissibility and it is incorrect to say
that you could not have gone into further details. Since you have held it
inadmissible, that was your conclusion afier hearing the arguments and after
going through the relevant law, and that is the only procedure which we have
adopted so far. Thank you, Sir.

Prof. Khurshid Ahmed: Mr. Chairman, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: Yes, Prof. Khurshid Ahmed.
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Mr. Muhammad Ali Khan: Mr. Chairman, the honourabic Minister for
Interior has thought it fit to raise objections to the ruling of the Chair. It was
indeed uncalled for. You had to explain the entire position becausc there were
certain Members of this august House who really thought that this was a
deliberate action taken by the authorities concerncd at that time by not placed the
portrait of the Quaid-i-Azam and instead placing the portrait of the Late Prime
Minister Mr. Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, in order to give precedence to a Prime Minister
over the Quaid-i-Azam. You had to take those people into confidence and explain
the position that it was not in that manner that it was done. So you set a good
precedent. while the Interior Minister objected. Of course, certain objections
were raised to his statement just now that he has violated the rules of this august
House. That may be correct, but we will forgive him for that, because he is a new
comer and Insha Allah as time passes he would know the traditions and Insha
Allah abide by that. Thank you, Sir. :

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Muhammad Tariq Chaudh
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Mr. Chairman: I will give my ruling on this.

~ This morning. I announced ruling on three reserved privilege motions
namely privilege motion regarding the breach of-parliamentary privilege arising -
out of the failure of the Government to comply with the requirements of Article *
25(1) to replace English language by Urdu language for its use for official and

other purposes. Secondly the privilege motion arising out of the breach of the el

privilege of this House because of the arbitrary dissolution of the Provincial -
Assembly of Baluchistan and thirdly the privilege motion arising out of the
failure of the PTV to display the Quaid-i-Azam's portrait on the wall when the
Prime Minister of Pakistan addressed her first press conference. :

After I had read out the rulings the Minister for Interior Mr. Aitzaz Ahsan
rising on a point of order raised on objection that after holding some of the
‘privilege motions to hit. by laches and also deémed to be inadmissible the
Chairman should not have given reasons for coming to the conclusions which he
did on the various privilege motions. Honourable Senators Mr. Ahmed Mian |
Soomro, Qazi Abdul Latif, Prof. Khurshid Ahmed, Mr. Muhammad Tariq -
Chaudhary and Akhunzada Behrawer Saeed have opposed the contention of the
honourable Minister for the Interior. According to the honourable Senator it is
the practice of this House that on all matters on which debates take place on
‘account of the privilege motions or adjournment - motions raised before this
House, it is the Chairman's practice to deal with the arguments raised by the
honourable Senators in detail and give his rulings on the various matters raised.
According to the honourable Senators the Interior Minister's objection amounted
to contempt of the .Housc and was also insulting & derogatory 1o the Members of
the House because he did have no right to raise such a matter afler the Chairman
had announced his rulings and this was contrary not only to the practice of the
House.but also was violation of the rules of the House. The honourable Members -
raised strong objection to the attitude of the honourable Miniser for the Interior
and they suggested in fact one of the honourable Members suggested that the
- remarks made by the Interior Minister be expunged. =

I have considered the matter in detail. In my opinion it is the practice
of this House and also the practice of ‘the previous Chairman of this House and
also the detailed rulings which have been given by the Chairman from time to
time that on all matters which are brought before the House, the Chairman deals
with the arguments raised by the honourable Members on the both sides of the
House in detail and then gives his ruling. Not only I fecl this is the practice, I feel
this is a good practice that the people of Pakistan should know why the Chairman
has come to a particular conclusion on 'a.parlicular' matter. It is also important
that the arguments of the Members concerned should be summarized in the order
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which is finally passed by the Chairman. I also agree with the honourable
Scnators who said that it was against the practice and procedure of this House
_and also a violation of the rules of this House that any objection be made to the
ruling by the Chair after the chair had announced his ruling.

I, therefore, hold this point of order to be out of order but I do nol'agrcc
that this objection be expunged. T feel it should form part of the record so that for
future this will serve asa guidance 10 the honourable Members andalso to the
honourable Ministers and I hope that such objections will not be raised keeping
in view :he practice and the procedure of this House and also the Rules of
Procedure by which this House conducts its proceedings. Thank you.

 (PAUSE)

FURTHER DISCUSS[ON ON THE PRIVILEGE MOTION
REGARDING APPOINTMENT OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

- Mr. Chairman: Now, there are some privilege motions. This is one
- which was still under discussion. This is regarding the: privilege motion by Mr.
- Salim Saifullah Khan on the appointment of the Attorney-General of Pakistan. 1
had heard arguments of various honourable Members -on this privilege motion
but the matfer could not be concluded. Now, is there any: further argument
that any honourable Member would like to submit on that question?

(PAUSE)

Mr. Salim Saifullah Khan,

- Mr. Salim Saifullah Khan: Mr. Chairman, even though a lot of discussion
has taken place on this particular privilege motion but between the last session
and today there was some further information which I wanted (0 submit before
your goodself which might help you in taking a final décision and which might
enlighten.  also the Members of this august House.

Sir, this is a decision of the Supreme Court page 42 PLD 1969 - Kamal
Hussain versus_Siraj-ul-Istam. The honourable Judges are Hamood-ur<Rehman,
~ Muhammad Yaqub Ali and Justice Sajjad Ahmad Jan. Sir, I don't want to g0
through the entire judgement but this was an appeal against the appointment of
an Advocate-General in the then East Pakistan. Sir, I would just read the relevant
part where the honourable Judges have given their Judgement. This is on page 43,
_held under Article 94 of the Constitution. It says, "the retiring age of a High -
Court Judge is fixed at 60 years after which he = ceases to hold office. A person
above 60 years of age can not be appointed a Judge of the High Court, nor by
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reference to that disqualification as the Advocate-General of a Province under
Article 85(1) of the Constitution." Constitutionally, therefore, the appointment of
Mr. Jan-e-Alam was irregular. .

Sir, further also I would like to quote morc or less the same
thing but now this is on page 48. The learned Judges of th¢ High Court - this is
the High Court which is being quoted - upheld this contention and have further
found that Mr. Jan-e-Alam was disqualified to be appointed as Advocate-General
as according to the record of the court he was above 60 years of age. Reference in
this conr.2ction is made to Article 85 of the Constitution which reads:-

"The Governor of the Province shall appoint a person who is qualified to be

appointed as Judge of the High Court, to be the Advocate-General of the Province.”
Under Article 94 of the Constitution; ‘retiring age of a High Court Judue
is fixed at 60 years after which he ceases to hold office.*A person above 60 years
of ‘age can not be appointed a Judge of the High Court nor by reference to that
disqualification as the Advocate-General of a province." Constitutionally,
. therefore, the appointment of Mr. Jan-e-Alam was irregular and he docs cease ...
And it goes on further Sir. :

Sir, my privilege motion was that the appointment of the Attorney-
General since he has to be met the qualification of a Judge of the Supreme Court
and a Judge of the Supreme Court retires at the age of 65 as laid down in the
Constitution of Pakistan, therefore, the appointment of the Attorney-General is
unconstitutional and illegal and since the Attorney-General sits and guides the
Members of this august body, sits in our committees, therefore, it is a breach of
privilege. ' :

Mr. Chairman: Can we have a copy of this judgement please?
Mr. Salim Saifullah Khan: Yes Sir, I have got a copy of this.

Mr. Chairman: I will be grateful if you can‘givc it to the Secretary,
Senate. Yes, Prof. Khurshid Ahmed Sahib, you wanted (o say something.
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Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: [ want to quote the Parliamentary Practice.

Mr. Chairman: No, please do not quote the Parliamentary Practice. First

let me listen to the argument. Have you seen this judgement of the Supreme .
Court? ’

Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: They have quoted and I have to quote that
the statutory restriction of age is not applicable to that.

Mr. Chairman: No, that arguments we have heard. Dr. Sahib, we have
heard in detail arguments on both sides. The Attorney-General himself was
present, the Law Minister also addressed the arguments. The argument on the
side of the Attorney-General was that age is not a qualification and therefore, the
Attorney-General himself argued that this could not be used as a disqualification
to disqualify him from being appointed Attorney-General. The contention of the
other side was and in support of his case, the Attorney-General quoted 1952
Nagpur case which supported his point of view. And on the other side the
arguments in detail were 'no’ this is a qualification that the age is definitely a
qualification because a person over 65 can not be appointed a Judge of the
Supreme Court and therefore, by analogy can not be appointed the Attorney-
General. That was the other side and we heard detailed arguments. Now today,
a new judgement is being quoted and i.e., 1969 Supreme Court, Page 42. & °°
you will kindly take a copy of this judgement, I will be grateful if you cau help
me on this because on this matter we have had extensive debate ......

~ Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: Mr. Chairman, there were left certaiﬁ
things. . :

Mr. Chairman: If there were something left over, I would be glad to
listen you. O.K.

Dr. Sher Afghan Khan Niazi: Now; I got to clarify that Attorney-
General who is taken to be as a member to Parliament - he is not a member of
Parliament; one thing. My point is that Attomey-General, if not a member of
Parliament or of council of Ministers, he has however, the right to speak in or
otherwise to take part in the proceedings of either House and in any joint sitting
or the House or any Committee of Parliament of which he may be named a
member aie
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o = ol o R e o

he has been allowed by the Constitution 1o sit in the House to advise the Housc
Secondly ..... .

You are saying . & /argumcm‘h: U"”U’W' ‘Ib/f‘.'o“/c'?

that he is not a Member of the House and he only assists the House. Now,
supposing a person has been invalidly appointed, could he assist the House?

Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: This is the job of the court to judge. Mr.
Chairman, would you like to listen me, I can quote a further paragraph.

d’id_ il argument - J?.' ‘f&z/( :U:; uc-?
o e 4"'/ < T o S thrashou B lian

since he is not a Member of the House, therefore, even if he is invalidly
appointed he can sit in the House. It does not amount to breach of privilege.

_ Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: He can sit in the House until and unless he
has been declared invalid to sit in the House by the competent court. It is the job
of the superior court. -

Mr. Chairman: Dr. Sahib, therefore, your argument is, that this is the job
of the court. So, this is no -argument, that because he is not a Member,
therefore, it does not amount to breach of privilege.

Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: It does not mean that.

Mr. Chairman: Let us take this argument further. Supposing a Member
was invalidly elected and this question was raised, what would be the position?

Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: He has to sit until and unless he is deseated
by the tribunal, confirmed by the Supreme Court. : _ =
~ Mr. Chairman: So, that is your argument, that this is a matter for the Court.
Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: The second thing which I want to bring to
your kind notice, if you look into 'Practice and procedure of Parliament' - 3rd
Edition i.e., paragraph 2nd, Page 125; 'the Attomey-General is appointed by the -
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President on the advice of the Cabinet and hold the office during the pleasure of
~ the President. There is no statutory age limit for his appointment or retircment.

/4‘— ~,  argument ¢ gd"/) W u"” - 0*/:“’:._/(:9

® .

A Judge of the Supreme Court - (the Constitution - Article 100) let us not get
confused, let us follow this argument. You see Article 100 says: ‘

1()()(’]) "That the President shall appoint a pcrsoﬁ, being a person qualified to be a
Judge of the Supreme Court, (o be the Attorney-General for Pakistan."

Now, the qualifications -of the Judge of the Supreme Court according to the
movers are that he ‘should be less than 65 years because a person can not be
appointed Judge of the Supreme Court if he is over 65 that is the argument. So,
how are you saying that there is no statutory limit?

Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: Qualifications 10 be appointed a Judge of
the High Court or Supreme Court that 1S a separate Article. The age limit has not
the separate article. s : :

Mr. Chairman: This is what I am saying. This argument has come. The
argument of the Attorney-General was that this is not a qualification. But you are
saying that there are some additional arguments you want to make.,

Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: When the statutory age limit is not
applicable to this, that is the point. That is the crux of the matter. We have»t‘(‘)
consider all these things.

Mr. Salim Saifullah Khan: Point of order.
Mr. Chairman: Let him complete Uy, o el ,_:,7’ v

Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: What | say is that statutory age limit is not
- applicable to Attorney-General at all for his appointment, whether he is of 68,
whether he is of 70, if he has been appointed as Attorney-General, this is quite
valid. It can not be objected. If at all there is something to be done that he is
disqualified, it should be moved to the court and the court is competent to declare
him whether he has been appointed properly or improperly. That is my
submission. :
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Salim Saifullah Sahib.
Mr. Salim Saifullah Khan: Mr. Chairman, I would just like to bring it
to the notice of the honourable Minister,us he is quoting from'May's Parliamentary

Practice'. I hope he does realize that they are 'Lalk_ing about Britian .....

Mr. Chairman: He is quoting from Kaul.
Mr. Salim Saifullah Khan: O.K. if he is quoting from Kaul i.c. Indian
Constitution. I hope he does realize that. Of course, in India there might not be

statutory-limit and in the United Kingdom, there may be but in Pakistan it is very
clear.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you.

Mr. Gilarii, would you please comment on the judgement of the Sup;rcmc
Court. i '

Syed Iftikhar Hussain Gilani: Yes, Mr. Chairman, Sir.

As you made an observation, at least I did not have an opportunity of
looking at the judgement and in view of the new development we will beg 1o
give us sometime to look at the judgement.

Mr. Chairman: Certainly. Not only this but I would also.say that because
the Attorney-General himself came to this House to defend his position, I would
be grateful if you bring this to his notice. If he wants to make any comment he is
welcome to come to this House and when would you like to do that?

Syed Iftikhar Hussain Gilani: Thank-you, Sir.

Actually, his brother is unwell and he has got stuck up m Baluchistan. I
may be able to let your ofﬁce know by Saturday.

Mr. Chairman: Why not, by next Thursday.
Syed Iftikhar Hussain Gilani: Alright, Sir,
Mr. Chairman: That is okéy.

Syed Iftikhar Hussain Gilani: Thank you, Sir,

Mr. Chairman: Yes, please Prof. Khurshid Ahmed Sahib.
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Mr. Chairman: In fact, Mr. Aitzaz, I would like to have your views also
on next Thursday, on this question. Particularly, I now want to trace the original
judgement of the High Court against which an appeal was filed in the
Supreme Court which is 1969. This is the case which pertains to the Bar Council,
and I think, there is the original judgement of the High Court, of the East
Pakistan High Court, also reported somewhere. So, I will be grateful if you can

look at that and also please assist me in arriving at the right conclusion on this
matter. I would be grateful to you.

rquest 41 o LUt s Ui TP,
- Ui A A g

. e gt "jf‘./’r’..JC’

J!u"documentauon]u* &~ U ’A?LO-/%‘-"

'u/¢.:/' Z ol Pl e ff S R uw‘f
oL 2y Sl e U)L:/u/ulc.du\}; ot S
documemauon d‘{] = V! 4,_.0"" dl/' L/ J"’U /4——40‘
ik b S cimilse &F




2% : - SENATE OF PAKISTAN [May- 11, 1989.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. So, we will take it up then on next Thursday
and if the Attomey-General wants to be present, he is also welcomed. He will
heard in this matter.

PRIVILEGE MOTION RE: PEOPLE’S WORKS PROGRAMME

Mr. Chairman: The next privilege motion that we will take up is
‘regarding the People Works Programme and the - privilege motion has been
moved by Mr. Muhammad Tariq Chaudhary, Dr. Noor Jehan Panezai, Prof.
Khurshid Ahm “d, Qazi Abdul Latif and Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro. So, I will we
will start from Mr. Tariq Chaudhary, This is the launching of the Peoples Works
Programme.
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Mr. Chairman: As you  say we will cross the bridge when we come to
it. You please proceed with your privilege motion.
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Mr. Chairman: Dr. Noor Jehan is not present.

Prof. Khurshid Ahmed Sahib,

R A T R S R SN 77 S

"We beg to move that the privilege of the Senate has been infringed upon
by the imposition of Peoples Works Programme by the Federation
disregarding the question of provincial autonomy as enshrined in the
Constitution and disregarding the refusal of two provinces of the country
to be party to this programme. Senate being the custodian of the interests
of .the Federation and its provinces this action of the Government is
becoming a challenge to the entire constitutional and political structure of
the country. We, therefore, beg to move that this violation of the privilege
of the House be considered by the House and the Privileges Committee".

Mr. Chairman: Qazi AbdulLatif Sahib,
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Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro: Sir, I endorse Mr. Tariq Chaudhary and
therefore, you may take it as read.

Mr. Chairman: Is it being opposed?
Mr. Aitzaz Ahsan: Opposed.

(PAUSE)
Mr. Chairman: It is being opposed.

Short explanation, Mr. Tariq Chaudhary -to the admissibility of the
privilege motion.

Yes, please Mr. Salim Saifullah Khan.

Mr. Salim Saifullah Khan: Sir, he has moved a similar privilege motion
- and it seems that it is not on the record.

Mr. Chairman: Yes, not on the record. You would kindly help me in this
case.

Mr. Salim Saifullah Khan: Sir, if the Sccretariat may kindly look for it
otherwise I will bring a copy of it.
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Since legal and constitutional interpretation will be involved that
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Mr. Chairman: No. We proceed with the discussion.
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We will look into the implications also.
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Tl

I would like to consult that
House. We would like time o
after the short statements, to

Judgement also only so as 10 assist you and the
pportunity whether the Opportunity is given now or
get a copy of that judgement.

Mr. Chairman: Certainly. Yes, Qazi Abdul Latif Sahib.
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Mr. Chairman: These arc his- argumcms you will be given full
.Opportunity to say what you want (o say from-your sidc. Il is nol a pomt of order.
So, first let us hear the honourable Senator. -

Mr. Javed Jabbar: My humble submission is Mr Chmrman drgumcnls
are alright but swecping slatements: like ﬁfty lacs wcrc spml on ths anc
Minister's visit is patently incorrect.

: Mr Chairman: You mean you nevér madc a swupmg slatumcm Mr.
. Javed Jabbar? :

"Ml;.’Javed Jabba_‘r:.Not vinuz‘;ll.y incorrect Mr. Chairman. -

- Mr. Chairman: Mr. Tariq Chaudhary plcasg e ahcad.
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The executive authority of the Federation shall vest in the President and shall be
exercised by him either directly or through officers subordinate to him in

accordance with the Constitution

in accordance with theConstitution

ligitimacy § 1 (ol ol e s g2l S
P 25 u’ = <— /4 in accordance with the constitution pefl
s Vsl b & ae BF 2 55 JF LF s o
O Ve e Lf U/ O 2 Extent of executive authority of Fedeération
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"Subject to the Constitution, the Executive Autherity of the Federation
shall extend to the matters with respect to which  Majlis-e-Shoora
(Parliament) has power to make -laws, including exercise of rights,
authority and jurisdiction in and in relation to areas outside Pakistan."

Se S s VR e K




38 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [May 11, 1989

[Prof Khurshid Ahmed] :
"On the recommendation of the Federal Govemment,  Mujlis-c-Shooru
(Parliament) may by law confer functions upon officers or authoritics

subordinate to the Federal Government.”
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"Subjéct to the Constitution, the executive authority of the Province shall
extend to the matters with respect to which the Provincial Assembly has
power to make laws:

Provided that, in any matter with respect to which both Majlis-e-

Shoora (Parliament) and the.Provincial Assembly of a Province have

power to make laws, the executive authority of the Province shall be

subject to, and limited by, the executive authority expressly conferred by

_ the Constitution or by law made by Majlis- -¢-Shoora (Parllamem) upon the
: Federal Govemmem or authorities thereof 2 :
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S by the executive authority expmssly conferred by the Consmunon or
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with respect 1o any matter in the Fedeal Legislative List;  Majlis-¢-Shoora
(Pdrhamem) and a Provincial Assembly also, shall have the powcr cle., ete.
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]46(1)"1\l’otwith¥tanding'anylhing contained in the Constitution, the Federal

Government .may, with the consent of' the Government of a Province,

entrust cither conditionally or unconditionally to that Government, or (0

.“its officers, functions in relation to any matter to which the Exceutive
Aulhomy of the Fedration extends.”
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“ciected representatives of the arcas. concerned and in such institutions
special representation will be given-to peasants, workers and women.”
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You don't have to go in a hurry somewhere, becausc we will settle.the
dates after we finish with these speeches.

Sahabzada Yaqub Khan: Sir, I am here, till tweﬁty past, I have a
meeting at 12.30.

Mr. Chairman: At 12.30, O.K. So, we will take it up before 12.30 so
that we can consider the dates.

Yes, Prof. Khurshid Shaib.
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Mr. Javed Jabbar: Point of @rder, Sir. I want to clarify the matter. The
allocation for the Peoples Programme was part of the budget presented and
adopted by Parliament in December, 1988.
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Mr. Ahmed Mian Soomro: Sir, I would like to submit that attention to a
point of order is to be drawn where a breach of the rule is there. To correct an
information is not a point of order.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: Mr. Chairman, a non-factual statement made on the
floor of the House is a breach of the rules and relates to the conduct of business
of the House.

-Ud_./uiga u‘"’u":/f*g'u‘ :/WIH)/.:

(interruption)

Mr. Chairman: In any case you (referring to Mr. Javed Jabbar) will be
given an opportunity to contradict all the statements if you want to.Basically I
am interested in the legal and constitutional aspects of this programme because
that would be relevant for the purposes of disposal of this privilege motion and
his (referring to Prof. Khurshid Ahmad) argument is that adoption of this
method, it is a breach of the ¢onstitution.

Mr. Javed Jabbar: There was an allegation of its being un-constitutional.
He said that this allocation was made outside the budget. It is not correct.

(interruption)
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Mr. Chairman: Dr. Sher Afgan on point of order.
Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: Rule 63 of Rules of Procedure says:

"Where a question of privilege has been allowed to be raised, the
Chairman shall, after the the disposal of questions and before other
business on the Orders of the Day is entered upon, call upon the member
who gave the notice and thereupon the member shall raise the question of
privilcge-and make a short statement relcvar}#lhcrclo 5




44 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [May 11, 1989
[Dr. Sher Afaan Khan Niazi]

It is a big political speech. May I seek your kind ruling on it, what is short
statement? A

Mr. Chairman: You see, short statement will depend on the
circumstances of each casc. If the matter 1s sO comprehensive that it is covering
- about 20 Articles of the Constitution and 1 don't think this is a long speech. This
‘is ruled out of order. -

Yes, Prof. Khurshid Ahmed Sahib.
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debate

Mr. Muhammad Ali Xhan: Mr. Chairman, Sir, earlicr we were given to
understand that Saturday would be an off day. So, most of us planned our -
programmes accordingly. Now because of this revised programme this day has
been fixed for government business. I personally feel that on th:t day there will
be hardly any one here. So, I request that we should stick to the old prog “:mme
and Saturday should®be declared as an off day and on Sunday which is a Priv.te
‘Members Day we should hold the session in the evening rather thai ir (.2
momming so that all the Members are present here on that day. [ alse :mdersiaiad
that the next day, i.c. Monday, there is a Cabinet meeting and the Miw'ster lor
Justice would bear me out, if that is correct then on that day (0o the session
should be held in the evening rather than in the moming. As far as the statement
_of the Minister for Foreign Affairs is concerned, we would request him that he
should start this thing on the 23rd rather than on the 13th May.

~Thank you, Sir.
Mr. Chafrman: You mean that he should make the statement on 23rd?
Mr. Muhammad Ali Khan: Yes, Sir.
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Sahabzada Yaqub Khan: I will be leaving for Turkey on the official trip
of the Prime Minister on the 24th, Sir. ’

~ Mr. Chairman: So, the Foreign Minsiter will be again out of the country
on the 24th.
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~ Mr. Chairman: But the Foreign Minister will not be here. You sec; if we

can have the speech of the Foreign Minister on the 13th May then we can start
the debate on any date.. : o

; b 7 ey
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We can start the debate on the 21st or 22nd and conclude it on 23rd May. This is
one possibility G :
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Mr.: Ahmed Mian Soomro: Sir, I realize the limitations ‘of -the
programme of the Foreign Minister. Since he is available on 13th only and since
we already have the revised programme of the business of this Housc showing
13th May as the government business, I think we may consider that he makes
the statement on 13th as you have suggested and then later on after we conclude
the debate on the President's Address, have the discussion on the forcign policy
to be concluded on 23rd by the Foreign Minister because in his absence anything

“which is relevant to him, I think, would not be de§1rab]e

_Mr. M. Zahoor-ul-Haq: Mr. Chairman, I strongly support the proposal
of Mr. Muhammd Ali Khan that it will not be fair that the honourable Foreign
Minister should deliver his speech, he goes abroad we keep quiet for sometime
then we start debating that speech and then later on the Foreign Minister comes
and he replies. It will be totally out of context to the parliamentary practice. I
think, the proposal by Mr. Muhammad ali Khan is quite in consonance with the
practice that let him come back, he delivers his speech, let us have two sessions
in one day and then Members of the Senate deliver their speeches and then there
should be winding up. : '
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Mr. Chairman: Mr. Foreign Minister would you be able to make a
speech on the 22nd? - :

Sahabzada Yaqub Khan: Yes Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Chairman: Morning or evening?

Sahabzada Yaqub Khan: I would prefer evening. May I state that I will
. be travelling the ‘whole night and arriving on the morning of the 22nd.
Sc. if my speech is worse than usual it will be because I would have had a
sleepless night but I am quite prepared to conform to the wishes of the House in
this matter and your instructions Mr. Chairman. 1 will be travelling all night
11th, 12th and arriving at 5.30 or 6. O'clock in the mormning.

Mr. Chairman: on the 22nd?

Sahabzada Yaqub Khan: Yes on the 22nd. I will be arriving early in on
the moming having travelled all night of that morning at 5.30 a.m. So, if with
compassion you would allow an evening session that would perhaps be good
enough.

. Mr. Chairman: OK. So, I think taking the sense of the House and also
keeping in view the fact that sleepless nights are enrouting with the Foreign
Minister and this is not the first time that he will be coming directly to the
Parliantent after spending whole night in the air. I think what we will do is that
we will fix an evening session on the 22nd. We will hear the speech of the
Foreign Minister which is likely to take about forty minutes We can immediately
start a debate on it and have a late night session if the Members so desire. Then .
on the 23rd we will have a session in the morning and then we will request the
[Foreign Minister to wind up the debate on the 23rd evening. Is that acceptable to
e Pouse? (the proposal was accepted) : ;

Mr. Chairman: So, what we will do is that we will obviously have to,
then keeping in view all the various limitations, limit the debate somewhat but
we can have an extended session of the Parliament. In fact we will allow the
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‘ Foreign Minister rest in the moming so he can come refreshed in the evening.
May be, we can start a little earlier, start about 4 O'clock, if necessary, and he can
make the speech and then we can immediately start a discussion. I think we can
go through about five or six speeches on the 22nd and then we will be able to, I
think, conclude on the 23rd having two sessions.

So, Mr. Foreign Minister, thank you very much, we are grateful for giving
opportunity to,the House to listen to your speech and also discuss the foreign
policy and I think there are many important issues which the Members like to
debate. So, we will take it up on the 22nd.

Sahazada Yaqub Khan: I am thankful to the House for their indulgence.

l,ﬂ(/l/u’t}ﬂlé Wt e o JL’I{;‘"’M/
W ‘;:;"_:Jﬂfw ot /;r’._./b?

We follow the routine.

(PAUSE)

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Law Minister on the 14th, would you like the
sessioh to be held in the evening?

. Syed Iftikhar Hussain Gilani: 14th, we leave it to you, Sir.
In fact we have a Cabinet meeting on the 15th (moming).
Mr. Chairman: So, 15th also we will have it in the evening, then.
Syed Iftikhar Hussain Gilani: Yes, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: Qazi Abdul Latif Sahib.
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Mr. Chairman: Mr. Law Minister, would you like to make your speech
today or you would like to take it up on the next date.

Syed Iftikhar Hussain Gilani: Next date.
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Mr. M. Zahurul Haq: Point of order, Sir.

The honourabie speaker is suggesting alternative proposals whcrcas at this
stage the discussion is on the admissibility of the privilege motion.

Mr. Chairman: Quite right.
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Mr. Chairman: So, we will now take up this matter again on Sunday
because it is a privilege motion and the debate on the President's Address then
will have to be taken up after the Private Members Day. So, I adjourn this House
1o meet again on Sunday, 14th of May, 1989, at 5.30 PM.

The House adjourned to meet again at Five thirty of the Clock in the
cvening, on Tuesday, May 14, 1989.







