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Mr. Chairman: Right.
. Motion under Rule 236.
Mr. Muhammad Ali Khan: Sir, I beg to move:

"That under Rule 236 ot the Rules of Procedure and Conduct
of Business in the Senate 1988, the requirement of Rule
38 of the said rules regarding asking and answering of
questions be suspended for today's sitting'.

Mr. Chairman: It has been moved by Mr. Muhammad Ali
Khan: :

"That under Rule 236 of the Rules of Procedute and Conduct
of Business in the Senate 1988, the requirement of Rule
38 of the said rules regarding asking and answering of
questions be suspended for today's sitting". :

(The motion was adopted)
Mr. Chairman : The Question Hour stands suspended.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
Mr. Chairman: Now, we take up Leave Applications.
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ADJOURNMENT MOTION; Re: NON-SUPPLY OF RAILWAY WAGONS
TO ITTEFAQ FOUNDRY 807
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ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS

Mr. Chairman: We come to the adjournment motions. We
have an unfinished adjournment motion. This was regarding the non-
supply of railway wagons to‘the Ittetag Foundry. = =
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(i) Re: NON-SUPPLY OF RAILWAY WAGONS TO
ITTEFAQ FOUNDRY
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You should not be worried about other peoples’ problems.
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"Prdctice and Procedure of Parliament by M.N.Kaul, page #420;
Matter must be definite

(a) relate to a single specific matter. An adjournment:

motion 0 discuss an inquiry report as 4 whole has
been held as not relating to a specific matter",
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"or attitude of government when government has not
disclosed any attitude"
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or late running of trains and increase in the number of railway
accidents, has been held to be not in order.
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A matter must be urgent, must have arisen suddenly in e state
of an emergency.
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A matter which has been continuing for sometime cannot be
raised through an adjournment motion.
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[Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi] .
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Because | would like to have the comments of the Ministry on
this.
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[Mr. Muhammad Tariq Chaudhary] _
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[ think both sides have said what thcy wanteg.
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"Members having personal, pecuniary or direct interestina
matter before the House or a Committee."
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As a representative of the public, if you are raising an issue some
body has to brief you on it.
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Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: His statement is self explanatory
becauseshe-contacted: . ...ivmeu

How will any member get information to raise it in the
House ?

Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: He may get from other sources.
Mr. Chairman: What other sources ?

Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: From Press.

: Mr. Chairmign 1' it comes through the Press, it becomes
impersonal if somebody directly gives it, then it becomes personal ?

e AN J
ol I g o Wy

Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: Very petrsonal because 'personal
contact' is out ol the context.

Mr. Chairman: Therefore, you are saying that. a member
of the Rarliament has no, authority to get into contact to get
informution or 1f member of the public has no authority tc give
(L to a member.....

~lsg == public representative 29
You are here representing the people of Pakistan. So, thercfore,
people of Pakistan everyday e.g. the employees will come io
you. s

. . »
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f?u"’;d Lt 2 ‘-’—H“Zra'.‘.)(i‘l Jr sl 46,4:,-»' ;v%(ffto you
- - ‘ iy -
-U:'&/M«;-«/’t & J.'."”J.;U:?Z—W 4___4(,;70'1@‘1,&-/524_)



818 SUNATE OF PAKISTAN [JULY 29, 7 189

hairmany

Hlow- iss 41 personal 20 L this® is “personal  then I

arhament  may
better pack up.

I'here is no work for the Puiiiiament left.
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You are saying Lhat at page 259 - this is how you interpret the word
‘personal’.
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/v omber having a personal, pecuniary or direct......
Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: These are three thing. ".....direct

interest in a matter before the House

Y g5
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Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: That he had a direct contaci.

SJbges M‘Ca-‘:,,u(‘fll a’."/uu

o e Is required while taking part in the proceedin:
 that matter to declare the nature of that interest."

s S %&t"jéf/f/,{ﬂ o B dr S o L iy
-c.f./ﬁ-we-:

Dr.. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: Sir, irrespective of him as
a matter ol proprietory to decide for himnsell whether bv casting
his vote in a division........

.2l ’(’474_‘ é_u;;;"-ag— oo z-eflecla Aoyl
-g,gj{ direct interest éﬁlw(f:‘u’}fééd,/ ditiw o

What I am concerned with is the basic ques-
tion that as a member of Parliament, if a matter is brought to
your notice by an affected party, I am going to that limit..........
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For example, Mr. Asif Fasihuddin Vardag's externmient
order. Now supposing he comes and tells you

;/.7’-85/ = AJV/,dubJ/
Are you telling me that | should not listen to it ?
- U el :Jiguag@'/f/’ﬁﬁ
[t was In the papers cevery whé*e

4,L| externment order /4;—»4 )f Lﬁ'/v(‘,’
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So, just as he is being bricted by one party you can be
brieted by the other party and tell the House that this is the
stand of the government < tius question.

o g T iheegbL e A

He is being briefed by lttefag Foundry.

Mr. Chairman: So, you are being briefed by the govern-
ment. So, you tell us what the facts are and we will take you
version also. We have got his version also.
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Mzr. Chairman : So, I reserve my ruling on this question. Let
us proceed next.

S LF B G
~ L o o s e S o 162 ST b

I think, somebody can move it but .......
(Interruptions)
No. I cannot take it out of turn now.

I can only take the items as they are listed. I cannot take
anything out of turn.
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LV g 2 P
Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: | oppose it.
Mr. Chairman : You oppose it ?

‘ Nl *7./7 brief statement
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I have allowed you to make your statement tomorrow.
You have opposed it, 1 am sure, on legal grounds which are
contained in the rules. So, we will listen -to you tomorrow.

Now, we proceed to the debate on -the visit of Rajiv Gandhi
the Prime Minister of India to Pakistan and the issues arising
therefrom. The next speaker is Mr. Muhammad Ali Khan.

FURTHER DISCUSSION ON THE RECENT VISIT OF P.M.
OF INDIA WITH REFERENCE TO INDO-PAK RELATIONS

! /
Mr. Muhammad Ali Khan: ‘ > ﬁ’)ﬂwﬁ

Mr. Chairman, Sir, we all know that Pakistan is surrounded
by larger and moge powerful countries. So, it is absolutely essen-
tial for us that ‘we must insist and try our best that relations
between the coutries of this region are conducted on mutual
understanding and on the basis of respect for the principles
mentioned and sanctified in the United Nations' Charter.

Sir, our immediate neighbour India must realize that Pakistan
has come to stay and the Indians must now try to learn to live
with this reality. Sir, 1 am sorry to say that for the bigoted
Brehmans of Bharat the partition of the Sub-continent was like-
cutting the holy and the sacred cow into pieces and I know it
for a fact that they have not yet reconciled themselves to the
partition of the Sub-continent up to this very day. According
to the Prime Minister of India, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, most of the
people in India are still suffering from the so-called pangs of
partition yet the present PP Government is trying its best to
- move and be friend a person across the border who holds one

hand in friendship towards Pakistan while he holds a dagger
in the other one. 5

Sir, we are told that because of our recent 'peace offensive'
relations with India are now improving and very soon we will
be having those relations entering into a new and positive phase
as confidence-building activities are afoot.
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Sir, we all agree that establishing good and friendly relation-
ship with the next door neighbour should be the corner stone
of any country's foreign policy but at the same time we have
to see whether there is any response from that side or not?

Sir, the appeasement policy of our Federal Government
towards India knows no bounds at all. On a number of occasions
and in many cases we, Sir, even went out of our way to please
the Indian rulers but I am sorry to say that there was no response
whatsoever from that side. Even organization like SAARC has
not been able to bring India and Pakistan closer together. In
fact, 1 personally feel that this organization of SAARC has
given a boost to the Indian hegemonic tendencies. The earlier
this SAARC sings its swan song the better it would be for all
the countries in this region. And, Sir, 1 will give you certain
examples. Sri Lanka was invaded by Indian troops and they have
now refused to withdraw their forces from there. There was
a news item last night that Indian Government has agreed to
a token withdrawal from that country. Similarly troops were
sent to Maldives and now we are told that a special defence
treaty is being offered by India to Maldives 1 am sure if this
happens India would get an opportunity to.station her forces
there. Similarly Bangladesh is being harassed, victimized and
pressurized on a number of issues. Bhutan seems to he completely
in the Indian lap and Nepal is being denied the universally accept-
ed international rights. Even our Prime Minister who happens
to be the Chairperson of SAARC these days was very badly
rebuffed by ‘India on this very issue when she tried to take it
up in its appropriate forum.

. Sir, as for the Indian Prime Minister Mr. Rajiv Gandhi's
much publicised and eagerly awaited visit to Pakistan is concerned,
I am sorry to say that it has hardly left any positive point to
ponder over on something very concrete that we should remember.
The only one point that is being mentioned frequently pertains
to the fact that this visit after all did take place and that Mr.
Gandhi's decision to come to Islamabad is supposed to signify
a change of heart in India. Sir, this was trumpted by no less
a person than the Prime Minister of Pakistan who in a press
statement said that the Indians now have realized that her govern-
ment was truly representative of the people of Pakistan and
they have to discuss things very seriously with her and I quote
her:




FURTHER DISCUSSION ON THE RECENT VISIT OF P.M. OF INDIA WITH
REFERENCE TO INDO-PAK RELATIONS. 825

"That is why we could achieve with India in only eight .
months which they (meaning the previous government) could
not despite bending over onwards and backwards for 11 years".

She further said, again I quote :

"We made significant advances in improving the regional
situation in a very short period".

But, Sir, what Mr. Gandhi had said in the press conference
in Islamabad did not support the so-called improvement and
these significant advances in improving the regional situation
here. Sir, the regional situation in any area depends on many
factors. The first and the foremost is internal stability in those
countries.

Now, | will take the example of my own country. The
central government is unfortunately at loggerheads with the
biggest and the smallest province in the country and the govern-
ment wants to de-stabilize the provincial governments there. As
far as the Frontier is concerned, that provincia! goverriment is
in jeopardy. Every month they are adding a Minister to the
Cabinet. 1| do not know for how long this exercise would be
carried on. Then, as far as the Sindh Government is concerned,
I am sorry to say that the writ of the Sindh Government is not
at all honoured in that area and I well remember that when
a new government was formed there, the Chiet Minister of
Sind in a press statement had said that they were the true repre-
sentatives of the people of this area therefore they did not
require the help and assistance of the Pakistan Army. They would
ask the troops to go back to the barracks because they were
prepared to deal with any situation whatsoever. Today, Sir,
things have changed. Today they have not been able to come
up to the expectations of the people. The police has totally
failed and 1 am sorry to say that the army has been called .in
again. Is it not a great shame. Sir, even the universities are run
by the Rangers and I would not be exaggerating if [ say that
today there is mini-Martial Law in Sind and that too with curfews
in most of the cities. Today the people of that area are requesting
the President to get the Provincial Assembly dissolved because .
that the government has not come up-to the expectations of the
people there. As far as the central government is concerned
it is standing on the crutches of the MQM and Members from
FATA. So, this is the situation in the country.
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Sir, Mr. Gandhi’s demeanour at the joint press conference
in Islamabad, a few days ago, was not only aggressive and dero-
gatory but was also rather unbecoming of a visiting head of
government by casting aspersions on the host government. If I
say that he took advantage of our hospitality, it would not be
an exaggeration. In fact, he abused our hospitality. By tollowing
a petty policy of appeasement of the Indian rulers, the PPP
leadership has bent down to such an extent that the Prime Minis-
ter of India had the audacity to say in front of the Prime Minister
of Pakistan that our nuclear programme was weapon oriented
and that it was completely in the hands and under the control
of the Pakistan Army. Of course, I would not like to discuss the
Indian nuclear programme here as it had been discussed yesterday
and my brother Prof. Khurshid had thrown light on it and had
discussed it in great deal in this august House. Then talking
about Kashmir he insisted on his theory that where a bilateral
forum was accepted like under the Simla Agreement then going
to the international forum was absolutely ruled out.

Sir, as far as the so-called Simla Agreement is concerned,
of course, there were two speakers before me - Brother Behrawar
Saeed and Prof. Khurshid had discussed this in great details.
I would not say any thing about it but I will just say one thing
about this that when the Minister of State for Information was
reading certain extracts out of the Simla Agreement, he very
quietly said certain things and tried to keep certajn things secret
from the House. It is just like saying oA/ Ay but as far as

U/(f/‘-'/’) is concerned he just missed it. Any way | hope, Sir,
that you understand what I rrean. This theory of Mr. Gandhi
actually defies international law as it denies the aggrieved party
1o seek redress from a non-partisan forum. In plain terms Mr.
Rajiv Gandhi told our Prime Minister at her face that plebiscite
in Kashmir is absolutely out of question as India has held a
‘number of elections there and as such Kashmir is an inseparable
and an integral part of India. He also turned down the regional
1solution to the problem of nuclear proliferation and he, of course,

terrorrists in India and many Chinese made weapons have been
récovered from the Sikhs. Probably, he is under the mis-under-

standin‘g that Pakistan Government has the monopoly of al]
the Chinese Weapons ir this area.

Sifs now the worst thing which has hit the people of this
country specially the patriotic element here is that instead
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- of replying to Mr. Rajiv Gandhi in the same language our Prime
Minister, T am sorry to say in rather a docile attitude, replied
in most apologetic manner which has shocked the entire nation.
Then there were certain questions put to her by some of the
Indian journalists and the reply given were also not very satisfac-
tory specially to the one when someone asked her about the
remarks of the President of Pakistan during Mr. Rajiv Gandhi’s
meeting with him, she tried to parry off the person by saying
that I have not had the opportunity of studying those remarks.
What a reply, Sir. She is the Prime Minister of the country
and the remarks were that of the President of Pakistan and
not the President of Timbuktu. Sir, the President's meeting with
the Prime Minister of India was more positive and meaningful
and he in a very straight and forthright manner told the Prime
Minister of India that for the betterment of relations between Pakistan
and India the impression of India to have hegemony over this region
must be dispelled forthwith and confidence building measures shoul.d
be taken as early as possible. I wish our Prime Minister had taken this
stand and had agreed to these ideas and supplemented the view point
which is in conformity with the wishes of the people of Pakistan the

things would have been far better.

Sir, the present Indian government wants Pakistan to give
up its nuclear programme and they also want us to limit our
defence requirements. At the same time they want to secure
our support for the supression of the insurgency in Indian Punjab
as well as in the occupied Kashmir. I am sorry to say that the
PPP leadership has acceded to a number of gestures from India
in this connection and of course has failed to complain to the
Indian authorities about the havoc played by RAW agents in
Sindhwhere the law and order situation is deteriorating daily.
Of course, it is a different thing altogether if the Minister
for Interior or some other government's agency says that every-
thing is under control. So, these are the things that people are
now talking about and it is for this very sake that we were
constrained to move this resolution in this House.

Sir, across the border now India is trying to set up a special
province known as Sindhudesh, it will be of course a separate
province for the time being but later on I am definite some
of the secessionist elements in our Sindh would be invited to join
hands. We must be extremely vigilant about it. Even in the
International sphere the government of India is now trying to
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pursuade the PPP Government to agree to accept their mediation’
on Afghanistan and at the same time they also want us to support
India in their brow beating and their harsh dealings with member
countries of the SAARC. If unfortunately those countries succumb
one after another: then definitely it will be our turn and we
will have to agree to the hegemony of India over this region.
The statement of Mr. Narsimharao the Foreign Minister of India
has given us food for thought and we should not lose sight of
it. He said in Islamabad that no power on earth can stop India
irom sending her forces to wherever she desires. Sir, India has
two yardsticks, one for herself and the other for the rest of
the world. It is reported that she has told China that we will
have bilateral trade agreements and many other agreements as
well as cultural pacts provided we first settle our border disputes
but to us they tell us that we should forget our old and outstan-
ding problems because this is going to take a very long time to
settle and in the meantime let us come forward and have various
pacts and cooperate in the sphere of economic development. Sir,
in the sphere of economic cooperation like in industry, agriculture,
communications and commerce, India will be willing to take
certain measures and make arrangements with Pakistan to her
own advantage and she would see to it that we are turned into
a ready market for their products and finished ~goods. If the
present PPP Government wants to destroy our agriculture, they
want to destroy our industry, they want to destroy our commerce
then by all means have these treaties with them ultimately
the entire responsibility of the ruination of our economy would
squarely lie on the PPP leadership.

Sir, similarly .on the cultural side if, God forbid, we sign
a cultural pact, I am sure, this would amount to our - cultural
invasion by India. If tomorrow their teachers, their artists, their
poets come here to Pakistan and ban is lifted on their books,
magazines, newspapers, video cassettes and films then in a very
short period things would change to a great extent. Instead of

reciting Naats like, g i :
Sir, you will hear people singing Meera's Bhajans /

Koz L e 600 Y

And our children in school instead of singing our National Anthem
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So, Sir, unfortunately we have taken the initiative in this connec-
tion by dropping the most heart searching tune of to oid film

i i 5 b
; C¢~£z~é’@)éf’t‘_‘;’}tf'b) ht’&'/zgyj’”
to an old film tune. This old famous tune used to be played before the
foreign dignitaries who came to Pakistan but then this has been

changed to (GQ?JKUQV)’C:’&L‘U:?U{’&U:;V!‘&”

as played before the Indian Prime Minister. Sir, the other day we were told
that this tune was changed by the order of a Brigadier. I am sorry to say that
this order of that Brigadier, whoever he may be, is of the same nature as the
order under which the Governor of Baluchistan dissolved the Provincial
Assembly overnight. Sir, in this connection my brother Gen. Saeed Qadir
asked the Minister of State for Information whether he was prepared to
conduct an inquiry into this and I am sorry to say he did not give us an
appropriate or a satisfactory reply. Sir, let me categorically state here that
we are not one and we can never be one. We the freedom fighters and other
people as well in Pakistan believe in ‘two nation theory’ because the
majority happens here to be Muslims, we belong to the " © 4~ = " The
majority of Indian population is that of Hindus. We eat the cow and they
worship the cow, we believe in One God and the number of their gods, I am
sure, is more than the Ministers, Ministers of State, the Advisers and the
OSDs in the present regime and I am sure my friend Dr. Sher Afgan would
bear me out. So there is no cultural or religious affinity between the

Muslims and the Hindus. So, I will again say
e A -t A

we are absolutely separate people. Sir, it is better to keep away
from India and we should try to pursue our independent policies
in a dignified manner.l would also suggest to the Prime Minister
of Pakistan not to visit India unless and until the Indian rulers
change their attitude and agree to solve all our outstanding
problems’ in an amicable manner and of course, -1 would like
to repeat again as | had said earlier during the foreign poligy
debate that unless all our outstanding disputes are settled including
Kashmir, the Siachen affair and the Run of Kachh dispute. We
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shoild have no truck with India whatsoever come what may.

78l

ir, my personal impression about Mr. Rajiv Gandhi's visit
s that he came, he saw, he was entertained, he scolded and
reprimanded us, and he went away. And I am sorry to say that
he got away with it leaving behind a very bad taste in Pakistan.
My sincere advice to the present government would be that
we should now put our heads together and try to analyse the
situation created by the visit of the Indian Prime Minister and
try to formulate 4 very strong policy towards India because
Sir, we all. know that '‘Banyas' can only appreciate strength
and nothing more. If the PPP leadership wants help and assistance
from us we will Insha Allah not hesitate to come forward for,
the glory of Islam and for the integrity of Pakistan. I thank
you Sir. Thank you very much.

Mr. Chairman : Thank you véry much. Mr. Bashir Ahmed

C

Matta.

Mr. Basheer Ahmed Matta: Thank you very much Mr. Chair-
man. I think foreign policy is one sphere of government where
a coo! rather than a sentimental approach is required of people
who are called upon to formulate policies of states and who
are supposed to be statesmen. Sir, keeping ir view the sentiments
expressed in this House, I would enjoin that while we discuss
~our policy towards India, or for that matter towards any country,
we must keep our heads cool and we must not be swept away
by sentimentalism and emotionalism. Sir, in the sphere of foreign
policy the first consideration and in fact, 4 would say, the first
~constraint on the liberty apd options of those who  formulate
policies is geopolitical. Now, if certain countries happen to be
situated in a certain region, they must learn to co-exist. For
instance Sir, the countries of Europe (I mention them because
they have an instructive historical past), they were at one point
at logger-heads with one another. In Europe there were hundreds
of years of war. There was a war which is indeed called the
Hundred Years War. You would have read, Sir, that there were
wars on account of politics as well as religion. There were such
wars that when wars occurred there were no people to bucry
the dead and vultures and beasts of prey came and ate up the
dead. That was a period of sentimentalism. After fighting for
centuries, and after fighting two great wars in one century the
Europeans came to the conclusion that peace is in any case
better than war.
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Sir, with this introduction, I would say that India is a country
which is our neighbour, so the first impulse emanating from
either country towards the other should be positive. The
governments of both these countries, which happen to be among
the poorest countries of the world, owe it to their people to
create an atmosphere condusive for the development of good
and happy life. Hence both sides should have a positive approach
towards international relations. Now, if we want to realize a
positive approach, what shall we do? We will have to have con-
tacts, Sir. There is a vicious circle at work in the relations
between India and Pakistan. I think, both the countries realize
it, but nobody knows how to get out of it. There has been mistrust
and there have been problems between the iwo countries and
because of them more mistrust is spread. But these problems,
as some of the honourable members of this House said, need to ®e
resolved. Now, how are they going to be resolved until some
amicable atmosphere is produced? For that precisely Sir, |
would support exchange of visits between the leaders of the
two countries at any level, such visits have been there in the
past and we are getting a bit too sentimental about this recent
one. We have had relations and contacts with India during the
past few years also. We have kept contacts, and I think rightly,
because leaders of a country have to act in the interest of
the country according to the options open to them. At one point
we were prepared to play cricket diplomacy with the Indians.
Now, if similarly, our options are still not very open and the
Prime Minister of the neighbouring country comes here, you
see there are norms of hospitality to be observed. Each country :
has its own norms of hospitality. The British Prime Minister
does not receive every Prime Minister who visits there. Sometimes
even Heads of states who go to Britain are not received by the
British Queen. In the limited states, the President turns up at
the airport to receive only a few foreign Heads of states. We have
our own norms of hospitality. If Mr. Rajiv Gandhi came here
and he and Mrs. Benazir Bhutto addressed a common press con-
ference during which he said certain things about which we
have reservations, the Foreign Office, in my opinion, could note
them appropriately. Others desiring a good foreign policy for
the country can also sit with the Foreign Minister and help
formulate the policy; but I think airing our views in the public
in this manner will not lead to a good atmosphere for the solution
of the problems.

cmn

There are many outstanding problems. Now, if
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we want to solve these problems, we will have to have some
understanding, some amity, some atmosphere in’which exchange
of ideas is possible. Sir, I think it will not be in the interest of the
country to pursue a bellicose policy. The results of such a policy
have' been apparent in history. | think, being neighbours of India,
and keeping the self interest of this country in view, we should"
have a better understanding with her. Sir, we cah not lift this
country up from this region and place it somewhere else. I have
said on another occasion also that if we are surrounded by hostile
countries, then what will be the options open to the foreign
policy of this country? We may have good relations with China

or with America, but they don't mean to us negatively or positive-
ly, as- much as India or Afghanistan or even Russia or Iran means.

With the former we can have a sentimental good relationship
but that will not be of much practical use to us. What will
be of practical use-or-injury-to  us in our relationship with India.
with Afghanistan, with Iran and with Russia. So, not only in
the case of India but with regard to all our neighbours I would
enjoin a positive approach, conducive to peace. We will also -
have to keep another constraint in our view. Pakistan is a middle
sized country. It is endowed by nature with good resources but
a positive approach is necessary for their development. We can
not have inordinate ambitions at this stage with these resources.
S0, in my opinion, Rajiv Gandhi's visit was not such a big matter
over which- we should raise such a big noise. Excuse me, Sir,
there is somebody interfering with my speech all the time.

(Interruptions)
'L{_“C Continye qu?;;“_/;/gf 1 i:.: :_.at{
question raise J}/o;/’{ J/(a;d(;-_’}_;’ -b/():').‘d;" : ’3”“?/’_;}"'%’(‘.’?
Lt b

Mr. Chairman: Please don't get diverted by these things.

Mr. Basheer Ahmed Matta: | don't want, Sir, but physically
onc is diverted,

J - SO b g
. = 2 = > -
Lo/l ! vestion it Lo WE Rl
it jusi neans that he is questioning your statements but please

don't get diverted.
WE
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Mr. Basheer Ahmed Matta: All right Sir, | did not know

this because | am new to Parliament. _, 0 o (o>
e PE T R

Mr. Basheer Ahmed Matta: Having said this, I would also
enjoin that with Afghanistan also we should seek amity and
shun the policies we have been pursuing for the last many years.
We should come out of the cobwebs of the past. We should now
come (Interruptions) Sir, would you ask this gentleman who does
Sir, would you ask this gentleman who does not Know......cs... he must
have manners.

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Matta, ‘do not get diverted. Please
continue.

Mr. Basheer Ahmed Matta: But | suppose, Sir, it is your
duty to refrain him. =

< b Jeonso &5 =elos 2 ‘«{/é wli gl oo 2 2 b
: ‘;—J}f b:/_':”

and therefore, | am allowing it.

Mr. Basheer Ahmed Matta: I would not mind if the remarks
are in a decent way.

Mr. Chairman: Yes, please Prof. Khurshid.

Iz o it o o ss 21 s P
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Mr. Chairman: Dr. Sahib, do you agree with it ?

(Interruptions) D 5
e e sfeils L - P
sbrae ot G0 o BLELD
This is a conﬁ?ﬁi‘ed thing.
P EDER <l fu".:.;—&—-w s 2o
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(Interruptions)

Mr. Chairman: | would say that if it is a recognized parlia-
mentary practice then you can use i but not so much that

@ -
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the speaker gets diverted. | think, it disturbs the strain of thought
and I think, he should be allowed to continue. 4

Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: Sir, this is your discerning
power to the extent which has gone beyond his normalcy.

(Interruptions)

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Behrawar Saeed, please understand
that you only stand up when you are permitted by the Chairman
to speak. No point of order can be raised unless permitted by
the Chairman. So, please don't confuse the proceedings of this
House. I requested Dr. Sher Afgan in view of his parliamentary
experience whether this is an accepted mode because my impres-
sion was it is. But I would say, yes, it is accepted but please
don't use it so much as to derail the speaker.

Dr. Sher Afgan Khan Niazi: That is correct, Sir.
Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Yes, Mr. Matta, to please continue.

Mr. Basheer Ahmed Matta: Sir, in the 20th century  all
are agreed that nobody is a victor in a war. We have seen two
big instances in our neighbourhood. We have seen the Irag-lran
war and we have seen the war inside Afghanistan. 1 would urge
that we should have a peaceable and peaceful approach to inter-
national affairs. We should improve our relations with India,
Afghanistan, Russia and Iran in particular, and with the rest
of the world in general.

Now, in that context, Sir, if visits are exchanged. (There
is a Foreign Minister here, there is a Foreign Minister and there
is a Prime Minister who is elected by the people of this country,
the other Prime Minister also is elected by the people of " India),
if they have exchanges and they come together in order to have
a good atmosphere for the resolutxon of problems, I dont see
any bad point in it. So, I don't view Mr. Rajiv's visit in the
light in which other members of this House view it, and'l repeat
that we should improve our relations with all the cpuntries
of the world and particularly with India gnd Afghamﬁan. | would
request the Foreign Minister that the aggressive pogitive policy
that he has adopted in regard to India should also''be adopted

n . regard to Afghanistan and the government should refrain
from all acts which add to the agonies of the Afghan people
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in the shape-of a prolonged war. Pakistan should strive for peace
in Afghanistan, in the whole of the sub-continent of South Asia
and in the entire world. With these words, [ thank you, Mr, '
Chairman, and 1 close my speech.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Basheer Ahmed.

Qazi Abdul Latif (Absent). Next Jehangir Shah Jogezai
Sahib. :
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Dr. Bisharat Elahi: Thank you Mr. Chairman. May I Sir, ask
you at the very beginning as to how much time I have been allowed.

Mr. Chairman. No, you are always very brief, normally I give
you about fifteen minutes bat may be you can finish in ten.

-Dr. Bisharat Elahi: ‘I am always brief because you have
asked me to be brief. : o

Mr. Chairman: [ admire your qualities because as ‘they say;

~“'"brevity is the soul of wit".

Dr. Bisharat Elahi: Mr. Chairman Sir, .a lot has been said
and | subscribe to whatever has been said in this House excepting
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perhaps one speaker with whom I do not concur entirely. Lot
of praise has been showered on the remarks or perhaps shall
I say the advice of our President Ghulam Ishag Khan to the
Indian Prime Minister..... and | would like to add my voice and °
my vote amongst those who have already conveyed their appreci-
-ation to him, that in fact Sir, is the crux of the whole matter.
The President was very candid, out spoken and forthright when
he told the Indian Prime Minister that there s a credibility
gap between India - and the other countries specially Pakistan
and India should dispel  the impression which  the surrounding
countries have about it regarding its hegemonic designs. Sir,
how does an average Pakistani perceives India - Pakistan's relation-
ship. To my mind it is the number one, the history and the history
may be divided into the period before partition and the period
since partition. Before partitioni we have kpown the hostility
and the mal-treatment of the Muslims in the then combined India
and this is continuing right up to the present day. During the
time of partition we have the memory of murders, killings,
arsoning, looting, rapes and all other things that happened during
that period. After the partition we have been through three wars.

The next thing is the statements which one hears and the
utterances of the Indian leadership, the Indian Ambassadors
in Pakistan in which they have gone on unabated at all levels and
all  torums condemning Pakistan, condemning Pakistan's nuclear
programme, condemning any aid coming to Pakistan from the
States and for perhaps offences which Pakistan has not even
committed whether there was a question of the F-16 being sup-
plied to Pakistan by the Americans. We are all aware that Indian -
Jewish lobby gets activated and there is a big hue and cry from
the Indians in return the Americans are forced to pacify them
by either giving them the supra computer or technical know-how
or other technologies. The Russians come to their help by giving
them the nuclear submarines and perhaps Sir, if you have seen
todays' "Jang" one of the prominent news items 1s and it goes

Ly S MG
on to say that India spends twice as much on its armed forces
and on its military hardware as China and Sir, China is the
third largest army in the world and India is spending more than
what China is, one can well imagine. The obvious question that
comes to one's mind is why India is having this build up which
is a prospective enemy India has in mind. India's actions in the
past are much too obvious - the way they have conducted their

- —
.
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affairs with all the smaller countries without exception. Sir, there
is not a single country around India with which India has good
cordial relations except perhaps Pakistan but that is what we
are told. .

India's hegemonic designs is another factor which comes in
one's perception when one thinks of India and Pakistan's relation-
ship. Their armed build up I have just mentioned, their naval
build up, their nuclear programme they have already gone beyond
that and now we are told, they are in the process of making
the hydrogen bomb. For whom, is my question ?

In addition to its own gigantic estabiishment where India
makes extensive military hardware, India since the last three
to four years has been the largest importer oi military hardware
in the world.

Sir, another question which comes to one’s mind s, whether India has
at any stage made any effort ‘conscious or un-conscious’ to set the minds of
its neighbours including Pakistan at rest and allay their “fears about its
hegemonic designs. The answer is obviously ‘no’. At this stage I would like
to make a passing comment on the SAARC Summit of December 1988.

Sir, we i.e. Pakistan, the Government of Pakistan made
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi the guest ‘of honour and ignored
the other heads of States and Governments who were here.
Thereby delineating them and distancing them from Pakistan
and these smaller countries of the SAARC were looking up to
Pakistan as a source of strength. This gesture by the Government
of Pakistan has in fact weakened SAARC.' For the smalicr count-
ries no longer have the confidence in Pakistan in being able
to stand up against India if such an.occasion arose.

Sir,- a lot has been said about this already but to please
Rajiv Gandhi, 1 also add my voice to what happened then. The
sign board of Azad Kashmir House had to be uprooted on a
flimsy excuse that it did not conform to the CDA rules and
the name of Muzafarabad had to be eliminated from the 'weather
news’ lest Mr. Gandhi may not be displeased. One gets the impression
that the other Heads of States and Governments who were here at the
SAARC must have gone back rather disappointed.

Sir, permit me to say a few words or make a few obser-
‘vations on the speech or on the Address given to the Senate by
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Mr. Javed Jabbar the other day.. According to the honourable
Minister since no Indian Prime Minister had come to Pakistan
for 29 years, therefore, in this context alone the visit was purpose-
ful. Yes Sir, it was purposeful. I fully conceive this point but
it was purposeful for Mr. Gandhi and why ? May I say because
he was able to enhance his image both at home in ‘India and
abroad. As far as Pakistan is concerned I am not aware what
purposefulness it served. The other point.on which the hgnourable
Minister touched was that he denied the discrepancy* in the
number of check-posts in Sindhand the Punjab sectors, but he
did not elaborate on this. My request to treasury benches is
to make a note of this and herpahs elaborate on this particular
point when they stand up to reply to this motion.

One more point which I would like to touch from the speech
of the honourable Minister is 'the change of tune by the -guard
of honour' and he said that it was the same tune that was played
in honour of President Yasser Arafat. May I most respectfully
state that President Yasser Arafat symbolizes the PRalestinian
struggle and Pakistan and the people of Pakistan are fully com-
mitted to this struggle. So, on this issue, we have time and
again recognized a firmed and reaffirmed that " u:.,g ¢". There-
fore, this tune, during, the visit of President YaSser Arafat was
not out of context. It was fully justified, and just because it
was played when President Yasser Arafat was here does not
justify playing at when the arrogant Indian Prime Minister comes

to Pakistan. =
Sir, now 1 would come to an objective analysis of the out-

come of the Indian Prime Minister's visit. Sir, whereas we, as
hosts, have gone out of our way to adopt an extremely submissive
attitude but our guest was arrogant as ever and in the process
as | have already said went away further enhancement of his
image both at home and abroad. This is their election year
and the elections are due within the next two or three months.

(Interruptions)
Mr. Chairman: Now vyou should wind up your speech. I
think we are running short of time now. '
Dr. Bisharat Elahi: Only three minutes, Sir.

. This attitude or enhancement of his image may stand him
n good stead during this election year at home. Because of
1s ability to look him in the face and tell him to lay his hands



862 SENATE OF PAKISTAN [JULY 29, 1989

[Dr. Bisharat Elahi]

off Nepal, Sri Lanka, he went away full of confidence. We should ;
have conveyed our explicit displeasure to him on both these
issues.

Thirdly, India now is tully involved in the Afghanistan jssye
and Pakistan has directly or indirectly - recognized the Indian
role whereas India was asked to keep out of it and 10 stay away
from it till the middle of Jast year. The Siachen dispute there
was a lot of trumpting fanfare, the Foreign Minister or 4 Foreign
Secretary of India Is coming here and our Foreign Secretary s
holding a joint press conference with him and saying that every-
thing has been resolved. The Indjan Foreign Secretary goes back
to India and denjes whatever was sajd In the press conterence
over here and now we were told that Mr. Rajiv Gandhj js coming
over here afd the Siachen dispute |s being solved, but jt is
as it was. Mr. Gandhij was critical on your peaceful nuclear pro-
gramme. A ot has been said about this already. So, I wil] confine
myself just remarks. We have opened our markets to India so
we will be Indja's consumers of Indian g00ds. So, they have
done very well in this regard also. Now we have Paved the way
for the invasion by India on the cultural, educational and literally
fields.

On the Sindh issue, we have just been mute. We were not
able to raise this issue. As far as | dm aware it was not rajsed
during the press, conference.’ So, 'Idia can have free-hand as
tfar as Sind is concerned.

- Kashmir, last byt not the- least,a |ot has been said about
it, and as time is running out, I thank you, Sir.

Mr. Chairman: Than'.f you very much.
Mr. Muhammad Tariq Chaudhary.
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Now, I invite the honourable Adviser for Foreign Affairs Mr.
Igbal Akhund to wind up the discussion.

G Ul (el o e 22 b K e
ety

- Mt Chairfnan: It is-not on the list, rry.

Mir Hussain Bakhsh Bangulzai: This is the mistake of your

" Secretariat.
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14
-v‘i?“/é (Kol
Mr. Igbal Akhund: Mr. Chairman, this is the first occasion
on which [ have the honour to address this House.

Mr. Chairman: We welcome you to the House, Mr. Igbal Akhund.

Mr. Igbal Akhund: And I would like to thank you and through you the
members of this august body fro allowing me 10 address it. I have listened
attentively to this morning’s discussion and I was also briefed fully about
‘what was said in the previous day or two on the motion before the Senate.
This morning the discussion has ranged far and wide and covered many
fields - not only the subject of the motion but international politics, national
psychologies, sociology and so forth. Yesterday my distinguished colleague,
the Minister of State for Information answered point by point the various
question and issue raised by the speakers of the day. The reason I am rising
to deal with these points once again is because it apparent from this
morning’s discussion that the misapprehensions that were voiced yesterday
- perhaps a more appropriate word would be misrepresentations - of the
government’s foreign policy continue to persist. 1 feel it is necessary {0
reiterate the essential elements of Pakistan’s foreign policy. What emerges
from the present discussion Sir, seems to be the opposition’s sense of fear
of India - a certain lack of self-confidence in dealing with that country, a
very intense suspicion of anything connected with India and of any move by
Pakistan and India to normalize their relations. It was asserted that India
was going to establish its hegemony over Pakistan and that Pakistan is so
helpless before India’s size and might that it cannot and should not take the
risk of dealing with it. It was suggested that if we sign a cultural agreement
with India then our culture - presumably because it is so empty of content -
that it will be over taken and eclipsed by all things Indian - Indian songs,
Indian movies, Indian videos. Then it was affirmed that if a trade
agreement is signed with India, our agriculture, our economy would be
destroyed and ruined. These fears and suspicions seem to have been
brought to a head by Mr. Rajiv Gandhi’s recent visit to Pakistan. The Indian
Prime Minister has come here twice in the last six months. On the first
occasion he came in connection with the SAARC Summit. An issue has
been made that allegedly he was given more time and affection than the
other Heads of Government. The fact is that there were bilateral talks
between our Prime Minister and Mr. Gandhi lasting altogether some three
to four hours. The reason is that it is with Indian that we have problems to
discuss. It is with India that we have disputes to settle, it is to India that we
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must talk about these matters. So there were three to four extra hours of
talks with the Indian Prime Minister azd, as you know, Mr. Gandhi
extended his stay for the purpose and the meeting vielded some results.
None of the other heads of states/government expressed any Utihappiness
about it, on the contrary they understood it as entirely in the nature of
things that Pakistan and India, which have had a history of tension and
conflict, would need more time for discussions with each other than the
other heads oi states aad heads of governments.

Then the Indian Prime Minister wes again here a fow days ago and
this “ime sir, it was at his own initiauive that the visit took place. He
suggesced that as he was going to Paris, for the bicentennial of the French
revintion, on his wey Lacx hiorne he would stop over overnight to continue
the discussion held ai ‘be first mesting. These were not secret meetings.
There no plots or confabulations. The substance of the discussions and the
decision reached are spelled out n a joint statement which was issued at the
~end of the visit; among other things the iwo Prime Ministers confirmed the
agraement concerning SIACHEN reached in the month of June. This
agreement was followed by a meeting between the military authorities of
the two countries in order to identify the future positions to which the
troops of the two countries, that are in confrontation with each other, would
redeploy. Sir, whatever any one might say about the general state of India-
Pakistan relations was think that if this agreement is implemented, it would
constitute progress and should be a matter of satisfaction to everyone.

Now, Sir, if Mr. Gandhi did not come here beforg it was not for lack
of invitation. He was constantly being invited to come here. Now that he has
come here, it is not a matter for us to be full of joy. It is not a matter for us
of a miracle but that he has come here and some ice has been broken. 2
contact has been established. I ask you if president Reagon who called the
Soviet Union, the evil empire, if he could go twice and three times and meet
General Secretary Gorbachey, if today, Mr. Yasser Arafat who is in contact
with Shamir what great wrong has been done if the Prime Minister of
Pakistan and the Prime Minister of India get together and have a discussion
on many issues that need to be settled.

A reference was made to trade. I would like to read some figures to
put the things in perspective. We are not going to deliberately decide on
matters which are going to destroy our industry, which are going to ruin our
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agriculture. We are going to agree on things that are mutually beneficial.
Balance of trade with India has remained in favour of Pakistan for the last 5
years, as under:

In 1985-86, we exported 28 million dollars worth of goods to India
and we imported only 12 millions.

In the following years, the balance of trade was nearly 10 millions in
our favour. :

In 1987-88, it was 8 millions in our favour and in 1988-89 for the
period of July to March, it is nearly 20 millions in our favour. You have to
be an economist to see that this is not ruining the economy. This is mutually
beneficial.

About Culture, Sir, somebody has said that we ruled over India for a
thousand years. Anyone who goes to Indian can see that there has not only
been a ‘give and take’ between the cultures of Islam and the culture of
Hinduism but that we have been the main givers. He who goes to Agra and
Delhi, he who eats Indian food, he who observes how Indians dress? Can
there be any doubt of the Muslims contribution to the culture of India and
what else are we afraid of? What is going to happen that we are so afraid
of? Will/it be the video cassettes coming? Well, I can tell you that video
cassettes from this country are being smuggled into India and they are much
sought-after not only in India but also in other countries of South Asia.

Sir, a key element in our foreign policy is our relationship with
India. It has been bad throughout. For 40 years, it has been a history of
conflict and of confrontation. At the heart of it, I entirely agree that the
Government has no difference of opinion on this. At the heart of it is the
fact the dispute over Jammu and Kashmir remains unsettled and that
Jammu and Kashmir remain unlawfully in the occupation of India. 40 years
have gone by and I think whatever they may say about ‘Atoot Ang’ they
Kknow that it is not an ‘Atoot Ang’, For 40 years, the people of Kashmir have
stood up and they have fought for that. To this day not a week passes that in’
Sri Nagar there is not some demonstration in favour of Pakistan. These are
facts of life and we recognize this. '

As far as the dispute of Kashmir is concerned, only one solution is
possible and that one solution has to be acceptable not to India, not to
Pakistan but to the people of Kashmir and we stand by them and we shall
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not abandon them until they have exercised their right of self-
determination. They and they alone must decide their future and this is
what is at the heart of the Simla Agreement. The Simla Agreement, by no
means, supersedes this principle. It did not take away any rights from the
people of Kashmir. Nobody can take their rights. It did not dilute the force
of the United Nations resolutions. It did not undo the responsibilities that
fall on Pakistan and India and on the international community in that
regard.

About the Simla Agreement, what the Simia Agrecment did is to
show the way towards a peaceful and step-by-step settlement of the Jammu
and Kashmir dispute. We have gone to war over Kashmir, we have lost
lives. War is not a policy in itself. We must not forget that what is our
objective and there are many ways of attaining that objective. It is said that
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto did nor even talk about Kashmir in her
discussion with Mr. Rajiv Gandhi. Well, Sir, that is not true. That is simply
factually not correct. She did nor only talk to him at the SAARC Summit, at
this recent meeting but also in the joint-press release which is at para 11. It
says:

"The Simla Agreement provided a firm basis for the progressive
development of bilateral relations between Pakistan and India and
for-the resolution of all outstanding difference including the Jummu
and Kashmir dispute.”

This is a joint press release by Prime Minister Bhutto and Prime
Minister Gandhi.

Meanwhile, Sir, siachen, the problem of Siachen as we all know
arose out of the blue. It is not my purpose at this stage to speak about the
hows and wheys. The only thing I will say is that it is really for this
Government to ask for those who were in a position of responsibility who
held power in their hands, ask them as to how it happened? How did it
come about that all of a sudden we found ourselves dispossessed of an ar
where we have had our presence. What the present government is trying t
do, Sir, is to re-deal'with the situation which it has inherited, which it ha
not created? We are trying to restore the situation which prevailed at th
time when the Indian intrusion took place. We want to remove the situatio
in which there is a confrontation, in which there is needless killings, 1
which there is a dangerous and distracting confrontation at much cost i
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blood and money. We want do do that, so that we can begin to deal with
India with the many difticult problems and disputes and major questions
that are at issue between our two countries.

Now on Siachen, it was said that nothing had happened? They had
come and gone. We are exactly where we were. This again is a_result of
some mis-information. This is what the joint-press release says. it péfers to
the Defence Secretaries’ meoting and it refers to the meeting of army
authorities held in July this year. It says:

"Taking note of these discussions the two Prime Ministers directed
that the Defence Secretaries of India and Pakistan in their future
meetings work towards a comprehensive settlement in accordance

~ with the Simla Agreement and that this settlement should be based
on the re-deployment of forces to reduce the chances of conflict and
avoidance of use of force and further directed that the army
authorities should continue discussions to determine future
‘positions on the ground to which re-deployment would tiake place so
as to conform to the Simla Agreement and ensure durable peace in
the area".

Government considers that this is a very satisfactory and of India’s actions
in the region. Sir, the matter of India’s build up is a matter of deep concern
to this Government. We share the anxiety expressed in the House of this
score. We consider that India’s present effective strength is out of all
proportion to its needs or to any threat that it faces. We think furthermore
that India’s plans to acquiring blue water navy betokens ambitions and
raises fears of designs beyond its borders. India’s nuclear submarine, its new
aircraft carriers, the ‘Agni’, IRBM (the intermediate range billastic missiles)
these weapon systems raise question and misgivings not only in Pakistan but
in many countries near and far. It seems to us strange and anomalous, at a
time when the greatest to us strange and anomalous, at a time when the
greatest military powers are reducing their arsenals, that in the South Asian
region, where the peoples have so many unsatisfied needs, an arms race
goes on unabated and is being constantly raised to higher levels of
expenditure and sophistication and a nuclear arms race is threatened. :

It would like to say. a few words on the nuclear issue although I think
the honourable Javed Jabbar has already covered the ground. This is an
important issue and 1 think we should leave no manner of ambiguity about
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it in any ones mind. Pakistan’ a position is that we recognise that
international and regional peace and security would be threatened by the
prolifertion of nuclear weapons. We have, therefore, over a period of 25 to
30 years, consistently supported the objective of nuclear non-proliferation.
we have consistently supported all steps to prevent nuclear proliferation.
We have advaeated and strictly to the policy of promoting peaceful uses of
nuclear energy. We believe that a regional or bilateral agreement involving
doth India and Pakistan is essential to avert the threat of nuclear
proliferation in South Asia. At the same time we have made it clear that
while Pakistan is against nuclear proliferation, while Pakistan favours,
advocates and works for a regional solution we will not accept an
restrictions that are unilateral in nature. We will not accept that Pakista
should be singled out for invidious treatment in this matter. We hold, Sir
that the only way for both India and Pakistan to do what other majo
countries and groups of countries and alliances are doing i.e. to sit togethe
t discuss and agree on a programme of reciprocal arms control and arm
reduction. We believe that there is a strong body of opinion in bot
countries which favours the diversion of resources from milita
expenditures to economic and development uses that is the way, not only t
ensure that progress and prosperity of the peoples of both countries bu
also to enhance their security.

I come now to the question of Indian activities in the region.

First Nepal. On this matter we made our position clear from th
start. We support fully and unreservedly Napal’'s sovereignty an
independence. We believe that it has the right to pursue the policies that
considers to be in its national interest. We support its legitimate an
internationally recognized rights as a land-locked country. We fully endors
the Nepalese, Government’s efforts to settle the present dispute with Indi
through bilateral negotiations in an atmosphere free of threat or pressure.

' Sir, the Government have not been sitting with folded hands whi
these developments in Nepal and Sri Lanka have been taking place. I myse
has opened to be in Khatmandu shortly after India announced the ending
its Trade and Transit Treaty with Nepal, and I had the honour of bei
received by His Majesty the king; I also met the Prime Minister and t
Foreign Minister. I assured the Nepalese leaders that Pakistan’s sympathi
were with them not only on a moral plane but that we would do what
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could, situated though we are at a great distance, to assist and help Nepal in
its present difficulties. A quantity of pharmaceuticals was immediately
flown out of Nepal. Honourable members are no doubt aware that PIA
gives a large discount on air-freight to'Nepal. On this very day the Minister
of State for Finance Mr. Piracha is in Nepal and has otfered a one million
dollar loan. 1 feel that the concern and criticism expressed in the Senate
about the Government’s alleged reaction their appreciation and thanks to
Pakistan for the position we have taken in their support.

Similarly our position in quite clear on Sri Lanka, where our
concern is two-fold. :

Sir, perhaps | am over-stepping my time and you wish me to wind
up. Caet

Mr. Igbal Akhund : Our concern is two-fold-firstly as Chairman this
year of SAARC and secondly as a country in the region. As you know
Sahabzada Yaqub Khan, the Foreign Minister recently visited Colombo,
and then Delhi and had talks in both places which were very useful. He
conveyed the views of each to the other and this morning we have had a
piece of news which is™encouraging. This is to the effect that a joint
communique has been issued between the two countries saying that India
will begin to withdraw contingents of its troops and thereafter discussions
will begin for a final settlement of the questions at issue between the two
countries. :

Sir, in conclusion, may 1 make some observations of a general
nature. While in this House there is much argument and contention on the
Government’s policy towards India, there is in fact no quarrel among the
people of the country on the foreign policy of Pakistan. The foreign policy
of Pakistan is based on national imperatives and reflects national consensus.
The fundamental aims and purposes of our policy are to safeguard the
country’ security, to promote its progress and prosperity and to maintain
good relations with all countries of the world, not least of all with our
neighbours. As the saying goes a country can choose its friends but not its
neighbours. [ do not think any one here would suggest that if an opportunity
arose to normalise relations with India and to settle our long-standing
disputes with that country that we should pass up or refuse to explore such
opportunities. Sir, 1 would like to say this and 1 say it with all the respect
which is due to you Mr. Chairman and to this august House which
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represents, in its collectively, the wisdom of accumulated experience. The
opposition has every right to criticise government policies, it has every right
to oppose policies that they do not approve of; it is not only their right but it
is_the function of the Opposition to do so; but, Sir, criticism must have
credibility, opposition must carry conviction. It is not by unfounded
assertions, by ill-informed affirmations, by emotional outbursts and must
less by ill-intentioned insinuations, that this high purpose is served. The
duty of the Opposition is not simply to criticise for the sake of criticising but
to propose alternative policies. In the current debate little was said in
specific terms by the critics of government policy.ei.ioo, about what policy
they would like' the Government to follow, what is the policy we should
follow towards India, towards China, towards our friends, towards our foes.
I think it is to these matters that attention of this august body should be
turned. The tone of bitterness that has sometimes animated these debates,
gives an impression that this country is deeply divided and polarised on
national issues. This is of course a totally false impression, it is simply not
the fact that there is a division in the country on fundamental issues of
foreign policy. : :

- Nevertheless we appreciate the present discussion as a reflection of
the keen interest of the honourable Members in the country’s foreign policy
an interest that relations with India generate among the people of Pakistan.
For a democratic government, a government that has come into office after
eleven years of dictatorship, it is a cardinal principle that all foreign policy
issues be openly discussed and people be fully taken into confidence. i can
assure you that the Foreign Office and my office are eager to make
themselves more frequently available to Members so that we can have more
informed' debates. 1 sincerely hope that today’s discussions and future
debates will help to strengthen national consensus on foreign policy issues. 1
thank you, Sir. -
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much. Prof. Sahib' [ am
sure you and Behrawar Saeed Sahib would like to-.exercise a
right of reply but I think if you agree we would adjourn this to
tomorrow | mean the reply of it.. And today we take up
the call attention notice. : ’

SOL L7 vy 15 L TA e 22l 1Pl b3
bl 2o S LA Lo Lo i 4d
d%ii_aru#%b J’U"J"J‘/J",/J:L’flu",/;}u‘u""é_, é___,:
: 5J"/I/U‘IJK):‘LJ/4{=¢; 4,/
e “/.?d’ﬁ sl SR b2

CALL ATTENTION NOTICE
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item No. 4, Prof. Khurshid Ahmed.
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You should only be answering those things which have crept
up during the debate and which require an answer.

Mr. Chairman: | think the purpose of the right of reply
is that something new has crept up wkhich requires an answer
from your side. It is not an opportunity for a f[resh debate or
a fresh speech because then of course | would have 'to give
the opportunity to this side again.. 5o, you should confine yourself
to those points which have been raised in the specch of ‘the
honourable Adviser or Mr. Javed Jabbar which require your
notice and -attention and on  which you would like to CXPress
an opinion. So, we will take it tomorrow.
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Mr. Chairman: Dr. Sahib when [ am speaking you have
to keep quiet. What | am saying is
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Not seriously
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Mr. Chairman: -That brings to the end today's business. So.
I adjourn the House to meet again tomorrow at 10.00 A.M.

[The House adjoumed to meet again at 10.00 A.M. on Suna’a_y, July, 30,
; 1989].




