SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENTAE DEBATES

Sunday, July 18, 1993

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall (Parliament House)

[slamabad, at fifty eight minutes after five of the clock m the evening, with Mr.

Chairman (Mr. Wasim Sajjad) in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran !
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Sved Abdullah shah: Mr chairman.sir, actually in the bignning I

wantedto draw your attintion to some other issue but Mr Guchki preempted all
of us . so [ associate mysilf with the experssions and the views experssed by
Mr .Gichki about you for going to a higher office , of course in acting capacity.
SIr, vou afe going there at a very difficult juncture m the history of pakistan and
you have a very anerous responsibility to discharge and that is ,above all,
cstablishing the credi- bility of ballot in this country =~ This change perhaps is
being made m order to hold free fair and creditbale elections . sir, you will be
heading this whole exercise = I really wish and pray for your success because
this will be the success of the people of pakistan that we once at least establish
credibility of the ballot.

Sir, the second point to which I wanted to draw your attintion and I also request
the House that vesterdyay my colleague and friend Dr. Muhammad ismail
odhejo , former MPA smdh and also for mer finance Minister died in a road
accident near Rawalpindi alongwith a very renowned journalist , Editor in-chief
of the smdhi newspaper " Jago". I, Sir , request the House and you to offer
Fateha for the departed souls and also convey this condolence to the bereaved
families. Thank you very much .
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Bashir Ahmed Matta:sir, infact initially, I didn't have a mind to

speake of this subject .But since Mr. Gichki......

Mr. chairman: I think ,it's becoming a little embarrassing for me.



Bashir Ahmed Matta:sic, what 1 feel is that you are going to this
office at a very crucial juncture in our history and ,of course, We all hope and
have confidence that you will discharge your responsibility in that high office as
you have been discharge vour responsibility in this high office in the senate.
That hope and, confidence ,We have;What [ want to emphasize here sir, is that
no matter how fair elections we hold, unless . the nation is honoured in words
and m deed | no good will come out of it. if ~we hold good elections in this
country and the nation choses its representatives and sends them to the elected
Houses, but later of ,we don't accept ,in practice, that verdict, then the whole
process . detrimental to the interests of the country . so ,if we demand fair and
good elections, it is a fair demand ;but .it is equally fair that we demand that
the verdict of the people should be honoured not only in words and it should not
be opposed. If we had a good sense of honouring the verdict of the people, we
would not be faced with the situation we are faced with today . Another thing
sir.is when any controversy arises the courts are instituted for the Very purpose
of resolving , controversies and distributing justice .so,if a controversy arises
and we knock at the doors of the courts ‘, then we must also,whether we are
political people or non -poitical people ,accept and honour the verdicts of the
courts. Sweet words alone will not be the panacea for all our ills. We must
develop and evolve a political culture, where ,first of all we.must honour the
mandate of the majority of the country. Because democracy has this rule.si threr
are other systems in the world, as you know wich are given in the books of pol
itiéal science .But in the 20th century, people have agreed that democracy is the
best system. And-what is democracy ? Democracy says "majority is authority ".

So .whether we like it or not ,when the majority is on one side,all the people will,



have to accept that majority = And the third thing ,sir is that we must also
respect the sanctity of parliament we sit in th ¢ Houses of parliament ,but do we
really respect them all of us must ask this question from ourselves .Those who
profes good politics and clai m to be the champions of democracy , do they
honour, do they respect .do they give proper regard to the Houses of parliament
which 1s th eir dI{G the verdict of the people if we respect the verdict of the
courts and if we really give true respect to the institutions ,elected institutions,
the m we will be out of the muddle which we are passing through. But if we do.t
learn this lesson, then I cannot predict the future for tlus country. with their
words I, wish vou all success and I have every hope and confidence that you will
fulfil your responsibility in that high office as you you have been fulfiling it m

this house . Thank you, very much ,sir
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Sir T would also like to congratulate vou and wish all success in your new office.

Thank vou sir
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Mr Khalil -ur-Rehman: Thak you, Mr ,Chairman. It is not only
gratifyng but we all are very qratfied ,sir for your elevation to where you are
qoing , although it 1s through somehow very unusual circumstances.

Sir, we have to ponder on this point that there was a crisis in this
country , whether it was brought about or whether it came on its own but the
apathy of it is that a third party had to com and sit between the two highest
offices to solve this issue. Now this. is despite the popular following available
and the best talent available to our leaders unfortunatel y no one of these leaders
could rise above this and com up with a sulution . There were Houses available,
there was talent available ,there was advise available oranically it had to be
solved by a third party which I think in som way of the other. is not a very good
situation .

My only wish and pray is that when you get there you look deep into
the matter try to find a managément of this crisis within .the system that —we run

which has to be found because every time if a situation like this arises another
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party will come and solve your problems. So what aer we doing he re ,sir? what
are we doing here? If there is flood ,we call them .if there is si ckness, we call
them ,if there is a disaster we call them  have a political disaster, we call them .So
,what is the purpose of ns bemng here? 1 would like you sir ,to look into it and

find a solution at some time or the other . Tha nk you sir.
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The House then ad journed to meet again at five thirty of the clock in the evening on

sunday,25 jully, 1993.




