SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENATE DEBATES

Wednesday, July 01, 1998

‘The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall (Parliament House)
.. Islamabad, at forty five minutes past five in the evening with Mr. .Presiding

Officer (Ch. Muhammad Anwar Bindher) in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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Message from the National Assembly.
- Mr. Presiding Officer: There is a message-frohl.fhe- Secretary, National
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Assembly . "In pursuance of Rule 127 of the Rules of Procedure and conduct of
Busmess in '.fhe Nanonal Assembly 1992 I have the honour to inform that the
National Assembly has passed the Eht_esab Amendment Bill, »1998 on the 30th of
June, 1998. A copy of the Bill, as eassed by the National Assembl;}, is transmitted
herewithr " Khan Ahmad Goraya, _Secretary National Assembly. Yes Mr. Raza
Rabbani :

Mian Raza Rabbani: Thank you. I think your reluctance in reading

out the message is well founded and understood under the circumstances.

Mr. Presiding Officer:: There was a photocopy. It was so.dim that it
was difficult for me to read even.

POINTS OF ORDER:
I RE PRIME MINISTER'S STATEMENT IN KUWAIT ABOUT THE
DEFREEZING OF FOREIGN CURRENCY ACCOUNTS AND A HEAVY

DROP IN REMITTANCES

- Mian Raza Rabbani: Sir, normally black laws are very difficult to
read and particularly for a person like yourself. But any way sir. Sir, ﬂuouglr you I
am- grateful , through you I would like to draw the attention of the honourable
Leader .of the House and I would again', through you , like to, make a request to him
that if he could be good enough, because I don't see the Finance Minister in the
House. Sir, I would appreciate if the honourable Leader of the House would be
good: enough during the course of today's sitting , to find out from, the Finance
Minister or from the Finance Secretary, if the Finance Minister is out with the ane
Minister; the point. that I am about to raise because it 15 an}livmportant matter which

is agitating the minds of the people. Sir, I would like to draw your attention to the




news item:: which is in all the newspapers today with reference to.the statement
made by the: Prime Minister in Kuwait about the defreezing - of. the foreign
currency accounts. --If you just bear with me for. minute sir, it says and I am reading
from the "Nation"-of today which says 'PM announces: revival of foreign currency
accounts’, however, the Prime Minister appealed tc the account holders not to .
withdraw in foreign exchange in order to meet the challenges facing the country.
He said a notificatiog to this effect will be issued by the Minisf_.rx of ;Fir;ance and
State Bank of Pak@stan_ shortly. The Prime Minister said that those in urgent nged
of money can withdraw in Pakistani currency with the revival of their account. Now
sir, I would just like to bring this to your notice that there are I;asicélly t\.vo things
that the Prime Minister has said. Oﬂe is that you are not to wﬁixciraw m fi or;ign.
currency, that 1s No.1. The othel; thing is ‘ﬂiaf'tﬁés;z .withdrawals are only to be
made in 'cése of “extreme emergency . Now, if this is the sum total of the
announcement: that- the Prime Minister has made' then, I don't think, this is anything
new because it was already there that they could make withdrawals in Pak rupees
and: that;_ll’glg rupees they Wfould take out apd they could uti_lize it‘Fhep.. As far as
that is concerned, I don't think there is anything new. But there is total confusion
which is prevailing after this statement of the Prime Minister in the business c_ircles_
and A_the‘ _banking circles :and in the country as a whgle as tp wyat is the e‘xac; »
position right now qof the foreign currency a'ccounts_.v whether they are 'allowed to
withdraw this money in foreign exchange No.1 or No.2, if tvhc‘:y‘; can. }vi:[hd;_a\x' this,
can they send it out of the country again? Because if they can't do any of this
then we are back to square one-- the old position‘ and I don't t.hmk there 1s any
c11ang¢ in it. :

On the contrary to make matters still more complicated and worse in one




of the ‘leading urdu mewspapers, there is a small statement which is attributed
to the ‘Govemor of the State Bank in which he has said that we go back to the
po.;ition on the 28th. But that is-also .a hear-say statement, it does not as- such
quotes the: Governor of the State Bank or it is not a press release of the Governor
of the ‘State Bank nor is there any statement from the: Finance Ministry. on this
account. - And' I would just like to point out that the earlier. this confusion is
cleafea the better it would be because already, according -to reports which have
been' published in the national dailies on the 27th. of this month, the remittances
have dropped:from 5 million dollars to one million dollars.. So .there is already a -
drop of. 4>million ‘dollars remittances coming in and this-was reported in the press
on the.27th. and there has been no contradiction. by either the Finance ‘Ministry
or the' State Bank to this figure that has - come in the press. .So;:1: would -once
again 'sir throﬁgh you, request the honourable Leader of the.-Hotise ‘to. fihd’ out
from the Finance Ministry because he may not be able to answer this off the cuff.
and-if possible during the course of today's sitting , if he could -inform the: House

as to what the exact position is. - Thank you sir.

Mr. Pre51d1ng Officer: Dr: Safdar Ali Abbasi.
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ADJOURNMENT MOTION
RE: DISCUSSION ON THE LAW AND ORDER SITUATION WITH

SPECIAL REFERENCE TO KARACHI
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Mr. Presiding Officer: The House is adjourned for twenty minutes
for Maghrib Pravers.

(The House then ad journed [or twenty minutes for Maghrib Prayers)
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Mr. Presiding Officer: Please conclude now.

Syed QaimAli Shah: No sir I will take your time. Tthink that I will be

the last man from my party .
2 o Z :
No, no there is one man more Mr.-- - (- - /f.“" J;f‘,ﬁ{. t_«lﬂ
Abassi.
s g
at least give me ten minutes time «tz - o(> d‘ ( b

Mr . Presiding Officer:No, no that is not possible you had already taken ten

minutes before the interval .

aFs gt A ok f 6

Mr.Psresiding Officer: No, no that is not the point .

Others also want to speak. Please conclude now .
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In March 1984 a new force emerged on Pakistan's political stage. The Mobhajir
Qaumi Movement. Championing the interests of the Urdu speaking Mohajirs,
migrants from India, settled in Sindh province. It took the urban center of Sindh
by storm . Tens of thousands of people flocked to the rallies of the MQM to
listen to the simple message of its leader, Altaf Hussain. The Mohajirs had had
enough. - They must have a party of their own to fight exclusively for their rights,
just as all other ethnic groups had parties to represent their interests. The
MQM's name has never failed to appear in the headlines since. It remaincd at the
centre of the controversy when a series of clashes took place in Karachi and
Hyderabad between the Mohajirs and the Pathans(or Pushtoons) from the North.
In December 1986, Karachi experienced a communal camnage of a magnitude that
Pakistan had not witnessed since the bloodbath that accompanied the partition of
India in 1947. The MQM, while disclaiming any role in the riots, emérged_as the
authentic spokesman for the Mohajir community. In November, 1987 ils
nominees swept the polls in the non-party municipal elections in Karachi and
Hyderabad, the two largest cities of Sindh.
In the General Election of 1988-90 and 961" 2 wkz 7,/ (51

7 A3 phras Lo 2be a3 R u’-»l/ 1oL 2 oz 21 MQMiswept the polls .
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Mr. Presiding Officer: No interruption, no interruption please. -

Please take your seat, Mr. Rizvi, please take your seat.
» ( interription)

Mr. Presiding Officer: Please take your scat. T have not given
you the floor. I have not given you the floor. Please take your seat. Please
resume your seat. Yes, Mr. Abbasi. A
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YK d S du s gde Gy g L
Jz

(interruption j
Mr. Presiding Officer: Mr. Rizvi you have already spoken.
~ % % K 5 b b
i A ! 1 ¥ interruption /1 Wiy bz (5L uw Y /‘)
Mr. Presiding Officer: Yes, I will give you.
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g sz/ S & U SIS linguistic group 3 ¢ BT 6 p o’*‘/
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231 industrial capital Loy f G e g e Sy u»‘
< /' financial capital =i o js % merger o & Uf ¥ banking capital
S ¥ o f dx iy financial oligarchies & d_t% oF g‘( w gl
e s clash - o P ¥ o) < ctimicgrowp | o F ¢ o)

p e B s g o b DS P v gl
el Loy o P c.,@‘ A Militancy up ‘< in 3—(’ [
E 7t b Db L alr g e bl R ;'/Jw ¢ e bl
ﬂ",(z S el b, u'z.gfuufu“uw‘fz_g’/fz =y e
o e 1 < contradiction (¢ phess &L ur 7l G v e S
ST a0 a0 R P AN P S E R
Jru:yq,rtgu’uﬁzJ(f.uf/.r/szfr‘,_(f,/_ugn,/',“u;c_
o Db e ROT Sz L G S kst Qi ok S un el o (0
s L gt (P £ ey 2 L reconcilistion ghess L A o A gins o
AN e NS i L 1/ medistion S o
[&'LU’-A/AI L b ¥ i J{u »lr S f o u:‘j’-'n‘j}"b’
J‘j‘y:’/d/é_/iit@l;b’(jufg o R o
i/ (> viewsi L ol L L i ¢+ § aspirations S1F real Lt
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z‘wﬂu;z‘.zmzg_'&nf;-wd‘cf‘f:‘&fU:,GJJL&-
& g rights £ @l * Jf Tights &1 & ¢ © 7}/ d/f ¥y ».,)/ linguistic
bb vy ALl S Fhafun zbi-u.’i-/,f‘j
demarcation of 04 (J! 4 b ow L gLy fa (5 5 S
< 7 J J u:" 4 7= economic i Provinces on Historical, Linguistic,
R IEe. Jfb S L (})’/4) /'/I et J_»x lu problems oo
further deterioration of law and order situation will be on the verge . i ur L':f
- f' # <Az Thank you
- o7 S
! b gV 9 ool g Thankyou - =) ok iay 2
The House is adjourned to meet again®  (J! <.f_. Eoiv L9 5L L cuir e
tomorrow at nine 'O' clock in the moming .

[The House was then ad journed to meet again on Thursday, July 02, at 9.00'a.m.]
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