SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENATE DEBATES
Monday, February 01, 1999

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall (Parliament House)
Islamabad, at thirty four minutes past four in the evening with Mr. Chairman

(Mr Wasim Sajjad) in the Chair.
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just bear me out, don't guide me all the time please.

Sir, we expected that good sense will prevail with the Go-vemment
because Pakistan is getting a bad name. not only in the country but outside also,
in the comity of nations.  So the best course would have been that some
atmosphere of accommodation and amity should be created. But we see, that the
press is being arm-trwisted because they have now decreased the quota of
newsprint of the Jang Group. There have been people who have been
threatening senior editors of the NEWS, particularly, the Lady Editor, Maliha
Lodhi. has been threatened. She has been abused over the telephone and she has
appealed to the whole nation that some protection should be given to her.

Now. if the Government, the Interior Minister is busy, everything is lost
on the poor man. He is here, but he does not take note of what I am saying. T
don't know whether he even understands it. It is his responsibility to give
protection to the press. If there is an Ehtesab Commissioner, who has been
appointed to carry out the Ehtesab. and he has extended his tentacles to spheres
which don't belong to him, then it is his business to muzzle him and to control
him and if he cannot control his Ehtesab man and he is battling and threatening
and oppressing the whole nation, tilen he should resign as an Interior Minister.
It is his duty. What duty/ hg is performing? If [ am threatened by somebody and I
report to him and hg just pretends no concern, then  where will the people of this

country go? First they will come to the government and if the government will
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not give them the remedy, then they will go to the courts.

But you know sir. the other day the courts have admonished the
Attorney General. The Supreme Court, I believe, told the Attorney General that
because of vour incompetence, vou have increased our labour, our work. So
evervthing cannot be taken to the court. Something has to be taken to the
government and something to the court of the people, to the court of parliament.
Now , in this parliament, he coolly displayed the cool sense and gave the
impression that every thing will be alright. But we see that things are going from
bad to worse. And now, in these few days, this lady editor Maleeha Lodhi has
been threatened . Khyber Mail office has been attacked in broad day light. Their
furniture has been smashed and they have been threatened sir. No body has
taken any action. And then other two papers " Aman and Parcham” they have
also been attacked. Now, if this thing continues, are we going to drift into
anarchy . are we going to constitute a law of fungle in this state. If the
government ;\fill abdicate its own responsibility, then, where will things go sir.
They will go to a very serious and grave end. We have seen other countries sir,
suffer from chaos and anarchy. Why that anarchy and chaos has occured there
because the government has been stat. irresponsible and unconcerned . And
therefore, 1 draw the attention of the government very forcefully to this fact that
it is his responsibility to safeguard or at least not to demolish the 4th pillar of the
state. If the 4th pillar of the state will be demolished, the democracy will not
survive in this country.

We are at a very serious juncture now in the history of this country.
May be, other things can be mended but if you demolished the press , you

cannot revive it very soon . We have had a very long martial law after that the



press has gradually come into its own. Now, we have a civilian government but
stll 1t cannot tolerate the freedom of the press.  So. as a protest sir, Mr
Mushahid Hussain has spoken of a committee | very generously he has offered
to form a committee. Where is that committee? We don't hear anything about
that committee. So, it means that he was just throwing dust into our eves. And
the government , having failed in its responsibility to maintain the freedom of
the press and having an atmosphere of extreme oppression in which journalists
cannot function, we . the opposition , will walk out of this House as a protest i
support of the freedom of the press.

( At this moment the O pposition walked out )
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This is moved by Mr. Aitzaz Ahsan, Syed Abid Hussain Al—Husszﬁni, Mir Nabi

Bux Domki, Mian Raza Rabbani, Dr. Safdar Al, |
S g Z;tgﬂfm; St L ¥ u’}Tb’ﬂ- -l b U:‘”L.“::
B <9 M. Muhaminad Zahid Khan, Syed Iqbal Haider, - 4 Nl N
Mr .o b/ o &5 f e fun S g 2 e JO L1 e
u:": & . Khuda-i-Noor, Dr. Abdul Hayee Baloch, Dr. Muhammad Tsmail Buledi,
S a0 #15MBBS
Molvi Sayed Ameer, Syed Muhammad Jawad, Mr. Shafqat Mehmood, Mr.
Muhammad Ajmal Khan Khattak , Mr. Taj Haider, Mr. Aftal_b Ahmed Sheikh, Mr.
Mustapha Kamal Rizvi, Mr. Hussain Shah Rashdi, Mr. M. Zafar, Haji Gul, Maj.
{Retd .y Mukhtar Ahmed Khan, Haji Gul Sher, Mr. Muhammad Anwar Durrani
Mr. Ghulam Qadir Chandio, Syed Masocd Kausar, Hafiz Fazal Muhamnad, Mr.
Akram Shah, Mr. Muhammad Tahir Bezenjo, Mr. Shah Nawaz Khan, Mr. Habib
Jalib Baloch, Mr. Ali Nawaz Shah, Mir Humayun Khan Marri, Mr. Bashir Ahmed

and Qazi Mubhammad Anwar. And the resolution is:

"This House expresses its deep concern over the incidents of killing and
terrorism in the country in the name of religion and considers it a conspiracy
against Islam and Pakistan and also expresses its solidarity with the innocent and
fasting muslims who were shot dead in a mosque and calls upon the government
to take concrete steps to improve the law aﬁd order situation in the country."
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mn the resolution moved by Ch. Aitzaz Ahsan and other Senators that before the
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Mr. Chairman: No, it is to take further concrete steps.
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Mian Raza Rabbani: Mr. Chaimman, T agree with you that there is
no mention that is why it was kept vague by Allamna Sahib. The pomt 1s but
when veu add the word ‘further then it becomes that all the steps that the

governnesit has so far taken. we are endorsing those steps.
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Mian Raza Rabbani: Yes, the government take further steps that
means that we are cndorsing the sicps that have already been taken, that is

changing the very essence and meaning of this resolution. This is essentially

o

resolution for the censure of the government but if you add the word Turther it
becomes a resolution which ineans that the government has taken steps and it
should ke furiher steps. that means in a way 1t is lending support that is
changing the very essence of the resolution and therefore. 1 would say that even
the mles. if the voles speciiy that the amendment can oniy be to the extent that it

does not change complexion of the bill itsel{ or the resolulion but here with the
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word 'further the very complexion of this resolution is being changed. So , even
if we don't fall into question of giving notice, I would say that the word 'further'
is against the rules specified in the Rules of Procedure because it is changing the
very character, the very essence of this resolution. So, therefore, I would

request you not to allow the amendment because under the rules, an amendment

can not be like that.
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notice 1s concerned , I will draw your attention to Rule No.196. "notice of an
amendment to a motion shall be given one day before the day on which the
motion 1s to be moved, to be considered unless the Chairman allows the

amendment without such notice”. So the discretion is with the Chairman.
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are proposing is very much in the scope of the resolution itseltf and according to
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‘l can not emphasize it too much. We should stick to work in the spirit and in
the course of time, all these angularities of the. majority and  minority
communities, the Hindu commumity and the Muslim community because even as
regards Muslim, vou have Pathans, Punjabis, Shias, Sunni; and so on and
amongthe Hindus, you have Brahmens, you hgve Kbatries, you haﬂ'e other sects
and soon will vanish, Quaid-i-Azam said they will vanish indeed, if you ask me
this has been the biggest hinderance in Fhe way of India to attain the freedom
and independence. But for this. we would have been free people long long ago.
'lheﬁ. [ am cgttilxg it short, Quaid-i-Azam said therefore we must learn a lesson
I‘rom ‘thisv "You are free", h¢ emphasi;ed, repeated the word, "vou are free to go
to your 1emples‘._ You are free to go to your mosques or any other p_lace of
worship in the State of Pakistan. You may belong to any religio_n, caste or creed.

That has nothing to do with the business of the State, that has nothing to do
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with the business of the State," and then he said, "we are starting with this
fundamental principlé that we are all citizens, and equal citizens of one State”.
Then Quaid-i-Azam said, "now I think we should keep that in front of us as our
ideal. and you will find that in coursc of timc Hindus will ceased to be Hindus
and Muslims would ceased to be Muslims, not in the religious sense because
that is the personal faith, that is the personal faith of each individual but in the
political sense as citizens of State they are equal." That is the moto that this
government should follow and implement to discourage this sectarianism ,
militancy and these barbaric forces in Pakistan. Forget about Talibanization of
Pakistan énd prcpar; Pakistan as per the ideals of Quaid-i-Azam. Thank vou Mr.
Chairman . |
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Ch . Shujaat Hussain: 1 hereby intend to move an amendment in the
resolution moved by Ch. Aitzaz Ahsan and other Senators that before the word
“concrete steps, the word "f urther” may be added.
Mr.Chairman: Yes. It has been moved by Ch.Shujat Hussain that in
the above resolution the word....

Mr. Ghulam Qadir Chandio: Point of order sir.
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So the House is adjourned to meet again tomorrow at 4.30 p.m. OK.

(Then the House was ad journed to meet again on Tuesday, the 2nd of February, 1999

at 16:30 hrs. )
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