SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENATE DEBATES
Monday, May 10, 1999

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall (Parliament House)
Islamabad, at ten minutes past six in the evening with Mr. Deputy Chairman
(Mir Humayun Khan Marri) in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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it 1s a chain of events which is taking place. Every event is a link in that chain.
These events are drawing the country towards a catastrophy. The honourable
Ministers who happened to be present right now, I count them as most sober
ministers of t:his government. all of them are not as sober. If the Minister of
Information had been equally sober. he would have handled the press in a much
better way, bui he comes here taking everything lightly and making some
mnocuous jokes. he retires but hus activity behind the scene is most dangerous
and injurious to the set up of democracy in this country. Sir you know that for
the last many months after the honourable Prime Minister has lost his political
moorings, he has lost his political moorings because he has not been able to
nstitute 2 monarchy in this country. He- tried, first to brow beat the judiciary,
there he failed miserably. He had to go and apologize openly and unconditionally,
then he tried to brow beat the parliament and by what a stick sir! he said that I
want to mstitute Shariat in this country. What Shariat? To give all the authority
to Raiwind, to have.an uncrowned monarch in that place which is built up by
dint of a furnace. We do not want to have emperors in Raiwind which is the gift
of his own skill to the honourable father of the Prime Minister. He may be very

rich, he may be very powerful but the age of king is passed. So, he staged a
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type of drama in this country. He said that [ want to have a Shariat and under
that Shariat the authority will rest with the Cabinet, and what is the Cabinet?
Cabinet is just a rubber stamp. The authority will rest in the hand of the Prime
Minister. We tell him and I chalienge him again, if he wants to have Shariat in
this country. let him bring the Laws of Shariah on which the Ijma of the Ulema
is agreed. Let him bring the Figah of different schools of thought on which there
is agreement and we will pass the law. But to give authority into the hands of a
single person that will be an absotute dictatorship and that will just be a veneer
of Shariah and inside it will be only absolute dictatorship. And dictatorship in
the hands of a man, against whom there are cases in Ehtesab Cell .

I don't want be verv harsh on him bui one thing I must mention, the
other day a court in England gave a verdict agamnst him and he owns in that
famous lane, the Parklane . property and he has unaccounted property in foreign
countries. Now. how can we give full authority m the hands of such a man? He
may have been given the mandate by the people but the people now realize that
they have given to the wrong person and I think and I hope and I am confident
that this mandate will not be repeated. Now, I come to the point sir, that the
ministers must have told him, although they are minor minions in this
government but they also carry some responsbility on their shoulders. Why don't
they get up and tell their Prime Minister, who is drunk with power and he wants
to be more dx;unk. He can not get so much intoxication, but he wants to be more
drunk with power. Why don't they tell him that you are taking the country
towards an un called disaster. Everyday he is creating a new issue. First, he took
his stick against Judiciary then against the Parliament_and now against the Press.

They have been beating the pressmen. If a pressman is guilty then there is the
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law of land. The courts are there and procedures are there, how can you send.
men into the house of a gentleman and a free citizen of this ‘country to intimidate
him, to insult him, to beat him and to drag him out of his house? And then you -
say. he is produced before the court’ What is the need of producing such a man
before the Court? You have already injured and insulted him. Do you want to rub
salt into his wound? So, this is the thing which is the most objectionable .
Crimes may be committed but there are laws for dealing with crimes. And so
many luminaries of law sit on those other benches. I don't know, when will they
make use of their acumen and expertise . of law. They can'advise us when they
sit in the Chair and they can advise us when they sit in the committees. But now,
why don't they put to use their knowledge of law in Judiciary and why they don't
gmde a misguided man whe does not know how to carry himself in the
government? That was why, he was dismissed last time, but now, unfortunately
he has clipped the wings of the President. The President , the poor man, he signs
and he suffers, he signs and he suffers. Although it is very sad, I don't want to
say, but it is a fact, it is a very open fact that when he signs, he suffers, and he is
made to suffer and he is under great torture. So, with such a President, this man
has lost his political moorings, he has lost his sense of direction and I warn him
that if he will not resist from these unlawful and highly offensive acts against the
people of this country, he will confront this country with a disaster of which he
the poor man can not even imagmme. This is enough for today. Thank you very
much. '
Mr. Deputy Chairamn: Dr. Abdul Hayee sahib.
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Mr. Chairman," Mr. Najam Sethi, Editor, "Friday Times" has been taken
_into custody for interrogation by the Law enforcement agencies" , said a
spokesman of the Federal Government here today.
Sl _L/og Jo"(‘/l RS Y VRS Ry ROV VN @ TR VP
rfagJ‘f{z@.u"l;ﬁugtfvfiunq:qzb’uigd/»(f..,T
ui/ ‘& patliamentarian f:”d: o S un t/d." ‘e P 4 U 5 Ur
| 1 G/ il
The spokesman said, Najam Sethi's recent statement mIndla ‘\;vas’very
damaging for the image of Pakistan and not expected from a journalist of his
calibre. It is unexpected that he would deliver such a derogatory speech about his
own country unless there is a nefarious motive behind it. He has been. trying to
endanger the sovereignty of Pakistan and has been condemning the creation of
Pakistan.
o $oT /% He has been condemning the creation of Pakistan, wobz &4/} B
@*uﬁé/a}w‘[gl'i,&‘{d’fipéu&v@ dgu}db o) L
s
It is suspected that the journalist has s'ome nexus/ connection with RAW. He
has projected a _dismal picture of Pakistan on their behest to create dispondency
and doubts in the minds of Pakistanis. To unearth such links, it was considered
imperative to investigate him in the matters of national security. Consequently,

InterServices Intellegence Agency (ISI) has taken him into custody.
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It may be recalled that Pakistan's High Commissioner in India, Mr.
Ashraf Jehangir Qazi had sent a detailed report to the concerned quarters in
Pakistan about Najam Sethi's diatribe against Pakistan. The spokesman said, the
High Commussioner said in his report and I quote,

"My own view is that Najam Sethi's attempts to pose as a heroic liberal
fighting against corruption and tyranny by portraying his country as an
irrational , contradictory, corrupt, unstable a;xd dangerous entity-and that too in
India of all places!- is an act of contempt against Pakistan amounting to the most
contemptible treachery”. " The people of Pakistan including the readership of the
Friday Times' need to know about the poisonous sentiments Sethi has been
expressing about Pakistan 1n India”.

Giving details of Najam Sethi's address to the Indian audience, Pakistan
High Commuissioner 1n his Report said. again I quote,

'Sethir claimed Pakistan did not know what it stood for. Was it Jinnah's

Pakistan or Igbal's Pakistan? It did not know whether 1t was an Islamic

fundamentalist or modemn state. It did not know what was its relationship to the

sub-continent and whether it was Arab or Persian or Central Asian or Afghan etc
It was, in short a confused siate”.

"Sethi claimed that law and order was non-existent. There was Mafia's
rule and violence including "terrorism” and the political system was compeletely
corrupt and disfunctional."

" Sethi proclaimed the economy bankrupt and that but for emergency
international assistance, the country would have gone into default".

" Sethi alleged Pakistan was tqtal]y isolated and its foreign policy did

not represent State interests. He pronounced Pakistan as insecure and" obsessed
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with India" and merely complained that India done" an injustice to Pakistan" by
denying it "an honourable settlement” on Kashmir".

" Domestically, Sethi said. civic society has totally collapsed and
various exiremist and fundamentalist éoups. including "terrorist groups" had
completely taken over from the State. Corruption, hypocrisy , violence and
indifference ruled the day."

In submission, Sethi announced that Pakistan instead of being a
"national-state” had become a ‘state-nation" suggesting its artificiality 1.e.
something that is no longer represenied the interests of its people. He then
proceeded to suggest a series of solutions to Pakistan's crises 1 the most
sketchy, rhetorical and meaningless terms, and finally concluded that there was
no hope of finding anyone who could implement any of his solutions to save
Pakistan from itself. In other words, this "eminent , liberal scholar" from Pakistan
was telling an elite Indian audience that Pakistan was all but a lost cause.

"In this vein. Sethi also alleged that Pakistan had become an "unstable
nuclear state” and that unless there was a Kashmir settlement , Pakistan was
capable of doing anything. He used this condemnation of his country &5 ai
argument for India to consider "an honourable solution" to the problem.

" On this note. Sethi concluded his lecture, claiming to have spoken
with patriotic fervour (what is patriotic fervour?) and that he did not care
whether he was inside or outside Pakistan because he had the courage to say the
same thing to the GHQ in Pakistan.

The High Commissioner in his report said.
" Sethi's pathetic and treacherous condemnation of his own country,

was music to his audience's ears. Sethi was not just criticising the government
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(which would have been his democratic right but utterly inappropriate in India
anyway) Sethi was actually presenting an analysis of Pakistan that
withoutexplicitly saying so effectively suggested to his enraptured Indian
audience that they were right to hold the belief that Pakistan should never have
been created in the first place.

" Even Gujral was greatly embarrassed by the disgusting "mea culpa" of
Najam Sethi.

(cHis)

AN S NEF T,
As a former Prime Minister , who had initiated the resumption of dialogue with
our Pakistan Prime Minister . he immediately distanced himself from the
provocative nonsense of Sethi. Gujral said he did not agree with Sethi's use of
the word “crisis", when talking about Pakistan He would, instead, prefer the
word " difficulties” which were faced by other developing countries in transition
from traditional to modern societies including India.

" Mani Shankar Aiyar, former diplomat and currently a senior Congress
leader  pointedly asked Sethi , how , in view of his utterly negative description of
his owii country , did he cxpect the Kashmiris to Wang to join Pakistan?" , the
High Commissioner in his report said.

In view of the seriousness of the charge: the law enforcing agencies have started
interrogation of Najam Sethi. And I conclude this. |
el B o L W ks ¥
(oVle)
Mr. Presiding Officer: Thank vou, thank you

L/ A WY 1(77/!, w Loyl y oL/!T conclude Jh{ - J’l ltz
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Ch. Muhammad Anwar Bhinder: Sir. I beg to move that the
bill further to amend the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, [The Code of Criminal

Procedure (Amendment) Bill, 1994], as Teported by the Standing Committee, be

taken into consideration at once.
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Mr. Aftab Ahmed Sheikh: Sir, this is a Bill which has come after
a committee has considered it. It has come with a reﬁort, now the unfortunate
position is that neither the teport is with us now today nor the Bill has been
there. We have not examined the Bill but from the speech given by the learned
member who ha§ moved this Bill, although there are certain motions which are to
be made under Rule 91 and then, I will not go into detail but I will only say that
we have the right of moving amendments even after the report of the committee.

We have that right but in any case sir, if you will kindly consider, now
this is the time when there has been a lot of criticism against the judicial system
that there are a lot of delays, delay in the trial of cases. Now it is for this reasomn,
the reason of delay sir, that today we have legislated the Anti-Terrorism Act, we
say that in the normal course the trials take a lot of time, so the time factor
should be reduced and the Bill which has been proposed by Senator Anwar
Bhinder practically aims at achieving this object By supporting this Bill in toto I
will submit that the recommendation &at‘ there should be day to day trial or the
period that has been fixed for four days.a period to intervene between on¢
hearing and the - other , this I think would not be practical. This would not be
practical for the reason that there is a huge back log in the courts and it will not
be possible that within such short spans or giving such short adjournments - we
will be able to hear the cases, record the evidence, particularly when a great
procedure of service is involved in this , of summon from the witnesses, their

production before the court. But in any case sir, I am not opposing the Bill, I am
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not at all opposing, I will rather congratulate Mr. Anwar Bhinder, the Senator
who has moved this Bill and also the members of the committee who have taken
into consideration the question of delay in the completion of trial and have sent
these recommendations here . whether they are practicable or they are
impracticable that will be seen later on : But the amendments which have been
proposed are gooq and I support these amendments. Thank you very much.
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of crime.That is an important thing and I would beg the government and beg the
House to consider this aspect of the human lives in Pakistan.
It has been moved ¥ -:/6»;«(; -tz :/é - //;’7 j,?‘%/; -

that
the Bill futher to amend the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 [The Code of
Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Bill ,. 1994] as reported by the Standing
Committee be taken into consideration at once.

(The mation was carried)
I 2 .
' _d'/( clause-wise wd (§* s/-’f-"" J;‘:‘é/, uV
'—Lj_/ clause-wise !(JIU"- Y J!.' V4 /4%

Mr. Presiding Officer: Now clause-wise reading. The question is
that Clauses 2, 3 and 5 do form part of the Bill.
( The motion was carried i
Mr. Presiding Officer: Clauses 2. 3 and 5 form part of the Bill.
The question is that Clause 1 relating to short title and commencement , do form
part of the Bill.
(The motion was carried)
Mr. Presiding Officer: Clause 1 form part of the Bill. Yes,

Bhinder sahib.

Ch. Muhammad Anwar Bhinder: Thank you, sir. Sir I beg o

mové that the Bill further to amend the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 [The
Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Bill, 1994] as rcported by the Standing

Committee be passed.



Mr. Presiding Officer: It has been moved that the Bill further to
amend the Code of Cirminal Procedure, 1898 [The Code of Criminal Procedure
{Amendment) Bill,1994] as reported by the Standing Commim?e be passed.

(The motion was carried )
(The Bill Stands passed)

Mr. Presiding Officer: The motion is carried and the Bill stands
passed.
oy Ul et e P L o 1 iz IRS M $/41 _

_:,‘5/;:c}&/c«ﬂ'u-yfggd:,;iﬁi,uﬁf/un
No pomt of - & Low it SHL by -/4-"7 j.?‘é/, -
order.Item no, 4
RESOLUTION: RE. INCIDENT INVOLVING THE MURDER OF SAIMA
IMRAN

Syed Igbal Haider: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Sir, this is a
resolution which has been signed by both the Leader of the House and the
Leader of the Opposition alongwith the leaders of the most of the political parties
represented in this august House. This is a non-controversial issue in the sense

that—-

(interruption)

J[{,».,T«..é’féul_d)gfylggj /:" J '.&/ub’
e e
Syed Igbal Haider: The motion seeks to condemn murder and

murder under any civilization has to be condemned,there can not be any two
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openion about it. It is for this reason that Government of Pakistan in the Human
Rights Commission at Geneva, and I read from the "The News" dated 17th April,
1999 which has carried the statement and the point of view of the Government of
Pakistan which was presented in the Human Rights Commission of U.N. at
Geneva . Sir, "the Pakistan Government has expressed deep concern over the
incident involving the murder of Samia Imran, a young women who was seeking
divorce at the office of prominent lawyers Hina Jillani and Asma Jahangir. The

abhorrent incident has been ...."
Lrerd ool ot A F iy b

Syed Iabal Haider: Sir,I am stating what Government has said . The
Government says"the abhorrent incident has been called an honoured killing .
We consider such behaviour as dishonourable and an extreme form of violence
aganist women which is contrary to the principles of Islam, law and the message
of tolerance that is brought by our religion. Such abhorrent dishonour can not
be tolerated . It has no sanction under any Law or civilized norms. It was an
extremely unfortunate incident and we are confident that the culprits will be
arrested” . This is, I am quoting Government of Pakistan. "The incident has
evoked shock and indignation in Pakistan which is a democratic and progressive
society Miss Asma Jehangir herself is a product of a dynamic modern Pakistan".
It said, the Government spokesman said, "I wish to assure the world that these
are the sentiments that we have expressed concerns over this incident and that
the government of Pakistan will take all measures to ensure the protection of
Miss Asma Jehangir as we have done on various occasions."

(Interruption)
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Syed Igbal Haider: Sir ., this is the point of view of the Government
of Pakistan which was presented first. in the UN Human vRights Conunjssidn on
15th of April. Now again the government repeated; 1 a.m‘only reading the
government's point of veiw. The governn;ent , on 28th April , again released &1&:

statement of the Government which was reported in the "News" of Islamabad on

April 29,1999 It said that the government spokesman, " Finally, after dozens of

women have lost their lives in the name of * honoured killings * , the government
has denounced these acts and has promised to give full protection to
Chairperson of the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan Ms. Asma Jehangir,

who has been 1n the forefront to fight this beastly practice".

"This 1s for the first time that the government has shown any awareness,

about these incidents and that too when the issue was raised by Sri Lanka's
special reporter Ms. Swami , at the United Nations Human Rights Commission.
At home, the government has been repeatedly wamned that by remaining silent it
was being seen as a party to the crime".

"Pakistan's position was raised by Ms Atiyya Mehmud, Director of the
recently created Desk on Human Rights at the Foreign Office. The Director says
that after severe cnticism from different organisations Ms. Mehmud, according
to the official text, replied, that " I have requested for a right of reply although
this is not intended (o be a right of reply , but to place on record the position of
Pakistan government on the unfortunate -incident that took place in the offices of

Ms Hina Jilani, the sister of Ms Asma Jehangir. The concern has been expressed
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by.bth‘er Government of Pakistan in the Commission of Fuman Rights on this
incident. The Government of Pakistan shares this deep concern. The Constitution
of Pakistan guarantees full protection and equality of all its citizens and the
empowerment and full participation of women in the nation's main stream”.

“In line with constitutional injuctions, the government of Pakistan is
making every effort to eliminate all forms of discriminations and violances
against women despite enormous difficulties created by the prevalence of
poverty and underdevelopment".

The government says that "This abhorrent incident has been called an '
honour killing '~ We cosider such behaviour as ' dishonourable ' and an extreme
foﬁn of violence against women, which is contrary to the precepts of Islamic Law
and the message of tolerance that Islam had brought. Such abhorrent behaviour
cannot be considered a pattern and 1t has no state sanction. It was an extremely
unfortunate incident and we condemn it. Government has condemmed it. My
contention is simply, I will be very brief and to the point, that what is the point
of veiw of the Government of Pakistan.

(T nterrﬂ ption )
i s o E g

Syed Igbal Haider: First . I will call upon the Minister for Law and
Justice and also who also claims to be the Incharge of the Human Rights
Division . as to what is their policy on this incident and what is their point of
view on this resolution which condemns Samia Sarwar's brutal murder which was

a premeditated act. Secondly, Is it a fact or not that abroad , in all countries, this

issue was raised in the House of Lords and House of Commons also. House of
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Lords has passed a ruling sir. It is a very historic mlmg We are concerned. Sir to
the honourable member, we advice to ..........
(Interruption)
R BV AVENEP W A N S 0 STy PR
- ufJ Y .20
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Syed Igbal Haider: Sir, I will be brief. All I am saying, all I am
pleading is that the honour of the murderer is more important or it is the honour
of my country or it is the honour of my religion Islam that is more important.
Anything which is not sanctioned by Islam or not sanctioned by the Constitution
have 1o be condemned and the honour of the murderer have no relevance. It is
not an honourable act. I call upon the i,aw Minister to say fhat what is more
important, honour of the country or honour of the murderer. Sir the House of
Lords ruling is historic ruling .......
(interruption)
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Mr. Ilyas Ahmed Bilour: We have to finish it today.
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finish it today. Today is the Private Members Day. We have to finish it today sir.
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Mr. Ilyas Ahmed Bilour : Thank you very much Mr. Chairman, I -
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am really grateful that you have given me time. Let me tell this House and the
country that my party and my elders have been fighting for civil liberty, human
rights and Press for the last more than seventv years. We have been fighting for
the humen rights, we have been fighting for the civil liberty. The people today
are talking about the human rights, where they were when I was given electric

shocks in Lahore Fort. Am I not a human being?
Mr. Presiding Officer: Why not.

Mr. Ilyas Ahmed Bilour: When I was given electric shocks in the
Lahore Fort, this Peoples Party, who are the movers of this motion, where they
were. Number 2 sir, let me tell vou, Nisar Khan and Asfand Yar Wali Khan are
not the human being
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i Honoured. Killing decision is . Wf Jr e f & L o7 W L&
given by the Court, I will not accept it, if it is a contempt, I amdémga contempt.
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is the M.C. Member for the last 4 years. He is quite a bright man. He is not a
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[Then the House was ad journed to meet again on Tuesday, May 11, 1999 at10:00a.m.

in the morningJ.
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