. SENATE OF PAKISTAN
SENATE DEBATES
Wednesday March 12, 2003.
The Senate of Pakistan met in the' Senate Hall (Parliament House)
Islamabad, at thirty seven minutes after nine of the clock in the moming,
with Presiding Officer (Mr. Wasim Sajjad) in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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Point of Order

You see, the point of order, as you will understand that you are a
very experienced pel;son, a point of order can only be raised by a member
of the House, in a properly constituted House.

Mian Raza Rabbani: Sir, a point of order, under Rule 216, can
be raised by a member elect also when it pertains to the functioning of the
House.

Mr . Presiding Officer: Let me tell you, I disagree with your
point but anyhow I allow you.
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Mr. Presiding Officer: I think others also want to make a point.
So let them al;o make it.
Qs w208 2, e Qﬁfn i ..:_T
This is first day of the House, I showed you extraordinary indulgence as a
Presiding Officer Professor Khurshid Ahmad.
()
/l have the floor please &1 4'}“/);//»‘.’5/, = /-f."T j?'%/; L2
please sit wrlo ({3 A &1 (§- _please wilw #1 éf’)fﬁ:’!/, ‘e ol df" ...;T
£ Jt L c.;j please sit down, you have plenty of time «7ls }‘/13 (f- -down.
for alll thes;e thi‘ngsr. don't be impatient, you have plenty of time, o4 db
/ - (SA - (jJL don't be impatient, please, please, calm down, calm down
to raise a point of order but not to disturb the proceeding, § U {E!‘
he has made his point , now we ‘<&— 0"( 5o = us 2:‘ (f ’( 5;47 please
uf’c;g Y4 U.:DZ;‘T please wslo ({2 A ot é,l./ bz (fgoto............
please sit down and listen to me coolly, as I told you there can be no
point of order unless you have taken oath, I disagree with your point.

Then you can raise a point of order as a member elect and anyhow,




when the < (% ,  Dbasicrule ﬁ 2l o please listen to me
when the Chair is speaking, nobod); elseis J = [ - TChair—- .........
supposed to talk, please sit down you are experienced man, I expect more
decorum from you than what you are assuring. Now I give the floor to
Asfand Yar_Walli. NoIgiveitto Saf@ Abbasi, you have your point.
will not give you.. Otherwise I will proceed with the oath ceremony if you
A &~ bz (§ don't want todoit, I will proceed with the oath ceremony.
")
U!OC‘—- pc/h—gfff-‘r" jﬁ?",}% A2 Thank you xd} N o A
Rules of & ez a0 &% 7 Jy ‘17 & % yb{‘f{/’ U &
point 33 s1 J?_Zé_ / point of order f“ <SS Sl /l;l Procedure
2/ w” of order
If you, in your heart of hearts, Mr. Presiding Officer, give that right to
General Pervez Musharraf to amend the Constitution at his own we as
political entities here, as representatives of our own political parties here ,
refuse to give that right to General Pervaiz Musharraf or anyofxe élsé to
amend the Constitution. That the men for the amendmeni . of the
Constitution belong only and only to this floor and the floor next door and
I am sure Mr. Presiding Officer, in your heart of hearts, you agree with us.
We will take oath as was stated by Mian Raza Rabbani unfler the
1973 Cpnstitution as it existed. We will say proudly and we ;ViH say
publicly now that we will take oath under the Constitution as it existe& t;n

the 12th October, 1999, not on the Constitution that we have now.
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Mr. Presiding Officer: I think, parties should not repeat their
points of view. One representative of the party has spoken ...
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Let one representative from cach party make his point of view
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as it stood before 12th of October,1999 so I think it is the same stand <&

as it was in_the other House and the issue can be resolved accordingly
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itisa ug' over ruled it . MJ!’- : u? government was ready to be sold out
matter of great regret Mr. Presiding Officer that the National Assembly
has been prorogued and this House will be prorogued today after the
election of the Chairman and the Deputy Chairman. Thank vou.
o a5 T L g

Ch. Muhammad Anwar Bhinder: Mr. Presiding Officer |,
thank vou. I would like to inform the House and the members of the Senate
that I have also scen page 235 . the Member of the National Assembly
and the Member of the Senate . the prescribed oath . which has been
prescribed m the 1973 ‘Constitution and irrespective of that [act whether
LFO has amended  this Constitution or has  not amended this
Constitution .

I think so far as this proforma is concerned which we have to read
now and whatever has been given i the Constitution, there is not the
siightest difference in the oath So far as the_ question of oath is concerned
Sir , we are taking this oath. This is prescribed by the Constitution, that
has not been amended by the LFO , that has not been amended by any
other statute so they may clarify that we are taking oath under 1973 but
so far as the oath is concemed the oath is the same, you are administering
the same oath, we are taking the same oath, therefore,I do'nt think that
this is an occasion for raising any of these issues and I very humbly bring
to your notice and you have already said that unless we take oath we

cannot make any point of order. We should first be members then we




should make the pomnt of order.
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Mr. Muhammad Azam Khan Swati: Mr. Presiding Officer,
Sir, you belong to a legal fratemity the view of my party is that if LFO is
incorporated  with the original Constitution of 1973. Then you yourself ,
being an eminent legal practitioner when you appear before the courts,
right at the preamble, vou hold so dearly that Constitution of 1973 and I
would say on behalf of my party that now you are making a mockery of
your own counscious . God forbid, this country of mine needs the
paramount law of land. We will not tolerate in any way, in any fashion that
a single person would come in and tamish the basis of our country. The
fiber of this nation is built basically on that Constitution . And
Inshaallahtaala my party JUI in this institution will uphold the No. 1

Constitution not No. 2 Constitution in any way. Thank you.
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Mr. Presiding Officer- Tahir Kheli Sahiba. please sit down,
please sit down. when the Chair asks you. please sit down. This 1s what
the rules require, please sit down. Last speaker will be Raza Rabbam and
then I will proceed with the oath. Raza Rabbani Sahib. last speaker,
pleasc make it very short. No more, finish.

etz Qe b

I will make it very short. Sir, thank you very much for giving me this...
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Mr. Presiding Officer. Last and make it very short please.

Mian Raza Rabbani. Very short Sir, if you won't interrupt, 1
will make it even shorter. ‘
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Mr. Presiding Officer. Please sit down. Please sit down Miss.
Tahir Kheli, I am sorry, please sit down. I will not allow you to take the
floor, ‘please sit down. This is your first day in the Senate, vou must
understand  that you have to respect the Chair, you have to follow the
rules. Please sit down, please sit down.

e Qo iz (5
P DT 4 <A (§~2> Presiding Offi-cer Sahib, bz - dt) s b
d; QB sl

As far as the oath is concerned, I have no qualms with him, the
oath which is lying before us and the oath which is present in the 1973
constitution are both the same, there is no change in wording but Mr.

former Law Minister, respect what your legal community has to say rather
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than hiding l_mder the skirts of military >dictator. As far as the oath is
concerned , the point that is to be raised and why we are raising this; eis
that when we talk about preserving , protecting and defending vthe
Constitution of Pakistan, we are talking about prese@g, protecting and
defending the 1973 Constitution as it stood before the 12th of October and
not the LFO. Mr. Chairman, just give me one more minute. Sir, giv-e me
one more minute and I will be through.

Mr. Presiding Officer. O.X. 30 seconds.

Mian Raza Rabbani. As far as the LFO is concerned, we
consider that the Supreme Court has no jurisdiction whatsoever to grant
the powers to an individual or an institution to amend the Constitution.

(Interruption)
Oath-taking and signing of roll of members

Mr. Presiding Officer. Thank you. Please, Raza Sahib, please

sit down. O.K . Now I will proceed with the ocath.
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Mr. Ilyas Ahmed Bilour: Mr. Presiding Officer, now I think we
have been elected as Members of the Parliament. We are sure that we are
now Members of the Parliament.
_cr_t/ roll signz;ffoﬁ'f"uf:/g)rjyl%/; 7
Mr. Ilyas Ahmed Bilour: We have already taken the oath. As
you have said that point of order can be raised after taking oath.
-L}:YOA;‘ /-':."’Tgf;;lé{‘ e
Mr. Ilyas Ahmed Bilour: My protest 1s ---
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Mr. Ilvas Ahmed Bilour: My protest is that the members of

V/
iy bz

Parliament must be gi.ven rooms in the Parliament lodges . It is a
mishappening that the members of the Parliament have not been given
rooms in the lodges.
-—IU"'L"?E{: L It is wrong We do not want this. — < Vg ,i/" /U:" Z’C:
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Mr. Wasim Sajiad (Presiding Officer): 1 think before I sign
the roll T will take my oath before this Honourable House.
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Election of the Chairman
e

Lok i (6 e o f Ty, T Bty i
B L e off 22 (85 a3l L 22 0s R 4 (Y /ﬁ’)é.f
nomination o =3 Ve oh & osos y’cf,}w Argd L Jr =
Wl 2 g Se S ur/:f’u_? B2l S e
(c‘-cg}’tguffff)é—é_d'_b}.ﬁsg,!-Ligpr&u{?!x{yﬁ
o & ol /q... 152 b{‘j Rule 9(3) ,({'/b’ e L'/ suspend /7}/ U
91 sl 7l dLJ b S e J s o <l o.;j/i _Lf“?l.g PRy
L ,)/ suspend }'/d3; U &y /'/ Joint motion move u.{ (R Py
p},_j_/wuug,dtj:,f?-f@i,f/fuwfowb’:‘_6‘_&.;{_:
This 15 a joint motion under Rule 236 _ o8)

-Rule 219 Sir. ek, d(u Wb

- 236 for remeval of ditficulties J:" V:”: : /’.’."7 £ Klag iz

- 219 suspension of Rules -z Jf" :dp Y] U‘/

290K by L it e

Mian Rzaz Rabbani: Sir. for suspension of Rule 9 sub Rule 3 .

ol o o oyl f@;@,; Lz

Mian Raza Rabbani: 219 sir.

—&— suspension of members 03 ; /'.’."T sf i lig ol

Mian Raza Rabbani: Sorry sir, sorry.




Rule 236 -/ I/ S fg?g J:( : ,-»:5’7 3§ Klig Az
Mian Raza Rabbani: Sorry sir, I beg your pardon.
_B'b;)i/'aﬁ'[.,/i.bj gl&&/?(ﬁ,/m‘.’szﬂé,;?kq
Mian Raza Rabbani: Rule 236 Sir, '
Mr. Presiding Officer: Yes 236.

Mian Raza Rabbani: Sir, We beg to move that the provisions
of the Rule 9 sub rule 3 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of
Business in . the Senate. 1988 be  suspended under Rule 236 and the
proposal of the names of the office of the Chairman and Deputy Chairman
of the Senate be fixed as before 1.00 p.m. instead of' 12.00 noon.

Mr . Presiding Officer: It has been moved by Mian Raza
Rabbani under Rule 236 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of
Busmess in the Senate. 1988 thar the provisions of Rule 9 sub clause 3 of
the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business m the Senaté« 1988 be
suspended so as to enable the nomination papers to be received by 1.00
p.m. instead of 12.00 noon.

(The Afotion was carried)

Mr . Presiding Officer: The Rules stand suspended and the
nomination papers can now be received by 1.00 p.m. today in the office of
the Secretary Senate. Thank you verv much. Now the House is adjourned
till 3 O'clock. Thank you very much. I am most grateful to all of you.

[The House was ad journed at 11.10 a.m. to meet again on the same day i.e.
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12.03.2003 at 3.00 p.m. in the evening |

(The House reassembled at 3.10 p.m. with Mr.
Wasim Sajjad in the Chair as Presiding Of ficer)

Mr . Presiding Officer: Honourable Members of the Senate! for
the office of the Chairman Senate, two nomination papers were received,
both proposing the name of Mr. Mohammedmian Soomro, for the office of
Chairman Se‘nateA In one nomination paper, the proposer is Zafar Iqbal
Chaudhry, in the other nomination paper, the proposer is Mr. Muhammad
Naseer Mengal . Both papers were found in order. No other paper waé
received , nominating any other person for the Office of the Chairman
Senate . Accordingly , Mr. Mohammedmian Soomro is declared elected
unopposed as Chairman of the Senate.

(Clapping)
Oath- taking of Chairman

Mr . Presiding Officer: I would now invite Mr .
Mohammedmian Soomro to come and take the oath of office.

B Y et &l Lo ol sy Yoo F ol LR ez 4 G )
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Election of Deputy Chairman
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FELICITATIONS

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Mr. Chairman, I would like to congratulate
you and éxpress my wishes to you on assumption of office as a Chairman
of the Senate of Pakistan. This office, the highest parliamentary office in
the country and like the office of the President it symbolises the strength
and unity of the federation. I have no doubt with your various experiences
that you eminently and suitably fit this highest parliamentary office in
the country. At this happy rnorﬁent, I cannot forget the contribution that
your late father made to the Senate when it was formed initially in 1985.
These were the formative years of the Senate and its contribution to what
it is today and to building the traditions of the Senate and in particular the
committees of the Senate were most invaluable.

Mr. Chairman, this is very sensitive office and you will be
required to conduct yourself not only in accordance with law , the
Constitution and the rules of the House but alsor fairly and equitably so
that all sections of the House feel satisfied thét their voice, no matter how
small, is heard and I have no doubt that you will do that, keeping in‘view
the excellent background that you have come from. With these few words

I not only congratulate you but I would also congratulate another
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colleague Mr. Khalil-ur-Rehman on having been elected to the office of
Deputy Chairman of the Senate. He has experience of this House He has
an amiable personality and I have no doubt he will be a distinction to this
office. With these words I thank vou very much.
Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Bhinder.
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Mr. Chairman: Mushahid Hussain Sahib.

Mr. Mushahid Hussain Saved: 1 would like to take  this
opportunity to compliment you, Mr. Chairman, on your assumption of this
August office of Chairman of the Senate and also to congratulate our
friend and colleague Commander Khalil-ur-Rehman on his election as
Deputy Chairmag. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Mr.

Wasim Sajjad for his superb handling of the House this moming in a
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democratic manner, in which he allowed free debate - to all sections
represented in this House. Mr. Chairman. the challenge, when you have
assumed this august office, at a crtical juncture in the history of Pakistan
and the history of democracy in our part of the world, is to revive the faith
. confidence and hope of the people of Pakistan in the democrati¢ process.
o F 1, o o SRVL (VLR Leort g
BUJU.‘& j)'(cf/dk}'d/uﬁ.‘ J("fd.. 217 L issues ool K Cui’ oz
2}’»1;;;!(&!:;4;{'Z.Lwﬁ:_fd../;j)/,u”t}‘(fuygfélﬁ
/uﬂh‘{uff{'/‘wd(fbé—uﬁ)};l QJL?@T,J/G‘-—J!}‘&)N;‘,
build u:' U}’" 54_- f )i/CL{,J!’;’ /’7 8 = (3}2' o u" Ca:,/!’f'd: UL’:JE fi
§ gl Bb FL L treasury bench L npd L il y & L’/
debate (7 ()l 08 S issues & * ¥ &bt U'/' Q'} FITRN & ONvs]]
rules, 3 pa” ,.({'/!Z =2y S S b J K'G’ <elas (8 s U
e J — Jojes J ) C.'a:./!’f' mp=a w" I ¥ Constitution J3! regulations
We have to have a democratic mund set and democratic attitudes .
Knowing vou Mr Chairman and Mr Depurvy Chamrman. I am sure vou will
live up to those waditions 1 aiso feel. Mr.  Chairman, that the Senatwc
should be a voice lor the voiceless. the oppressed people of Pakistan. The
poor whose voice is not available or not heard in the comdors of power in
Islamabad. As far as issues go, we have to take a strong stand on issues
periaining to women's rights, human rights. rights of mumorities and rights
of all oppressed people. :
g_tg‘u}'(lf(:“’u“-éiéwb«@/uxb{uﬁ:,é,liw _
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And T look forward to building up a new democratic culture in this
House . This is a House which has seasoned Parliamentarians. We have
eminent people from all walks of life and this is a unique opportunity for
the people of Pakistan to build a better tomorrow according to the vision
of the father of the nation Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah so that we
can truly have a progressive, enlightened and democratic Pakistan and
you will have our full unstinted cooperation in that regard. Thank you, Mr
. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you, Mushahid Sahib. Mr. Tariq Azim.

Mr. Tariq Azeem Khan: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Sir, may I
Jjoin myA voice to those of my learned colleagues here who
have congratuléted you, Mr. Chairman, and also congratulated Mr .
Khalil-ur-Rehman, for his assumption as a Deputy Chairman of this Senate

I am very saddened to see lots of empty chairs here this afternoon
- I thought that the Opposition would take this opportunity to join

everybody today , specially when we leave on to our road to democracy .
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We have to hope that this boycott is only of a short duration and they will
see light of the day. Public has seen today that their words and actions
don't match. The people who talk about democracy when it comes to
actual delivering, they are found wanting. Mr. Chairman, recent political
history of Pakistan does augur well for the future of this country, for the
future of democracy. We have seen in the recent past that very rarely in
the past when somebody had taken over in dire circumstances as General
Musharraf did, left that office voluntarily. This has not happened in the
recent political history of Pakistan. It is not easy thing to‘do. In this great
land of ours, people don't even leave -the chair of a peon very easily. Let
alone the chair of the most powerful in the state. We must not be so
stingy and give thanks wherethanks are due. |

General Musharaf has led this country back on the road to
democracy within the time frame given to him by the Supreme Court. We
talk about LFO. We are sent here as servants of the people and we should
assume that- role rather than sit here and talk on subject which quite
frankly more than 90 percent do not uderstand. I am sure people of this
country do not understand what LFO stands for.They are worried about
law and order. They are worried about unemployment. They are worried
about other matters relating to health , education but where are those
people who have been elected to speak on behalf of these people? Where
are they? They march and they demand day after day that there should be
democracy and when the democracy retumns, what dé they do. They stab

it at the first opportunity. We have seen some very good examples set on
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democratic principle. We have seen the great example set by the leader of
my own party - Pakistan Muslim League, Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain,
when the seat of the Prime Minister was being offered to him, he rose
above party politics, he put Pakistan's interest first and offered it to our
dear Prime Minister Jamali Sahib because he belongs to a deprived
province of this great land of ours.

He set an example, which example, as I said, was initiated by
President Musharraf followed by Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain, now Prime
Minister Jamali, he is leading us on this road which. I am hoping, and I am
very hopeful will lead us to full democracy, full participation and I hope
the Opposition will see the light of the day and will join us in getting this
Igreat land of ours, back on the democratic process. I thank vou once
again. Mr. Chairman. for giving this opportunity to congratulate vou and
Mr. Khalil-ur-Rehman. Thank vou. sir.

Mr. Chairman: Thank vou. Mrs. Tanveer Khalid.
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Thank you very much for giving me this-opportunity.
Mr. Chairmén: Insha-alhz\h.
A5 B
S e S Gen L T 1ol 2 o L W AT
)&';Tb’ufgu't‘,'qdf‘;u)uﬁymu;b’@?_é.‘}(nJ:@;,J}J"'/J' :
‘Ji g é;}& f:,yu ;'51/"4. Ep Ve do oo g (F5 iz I U
Kol Stz g o ok T S T U ok S - e S B
unanimously elect = (f;& J! [‘17 CT ,J/o).L.J' e ol fh(’li _}(qbﬂ d‘)l
e u;/c‘.«g g u’r‘?l,’y//i gkl o
Mr. Chairman: Silence please, - o
28 2l iq,uvi,.j/wbg-,»[ .
6/ . justto put the record straight & §/ /Jﬁ/u" : b’.:fj it /b(';
P Lok gt § 205 SaBuiend L cus
thoseuji—(gi/,'bg Jé«}} J3l LU gﬁ ek ‘ﬁ‘c‘_— J;Q g{f:f{uﬂlgbﬂ/ :
who do not vote they are deemed to accept the decision of the ma jdﬁty.

J8! unanimously elected Chairman b S J2 st T f S 4 gl

46




! Deputy Chairman
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participate, those do not vote. They are deemed to have joined in with the
Lf Ly e ¥ u» )L«GV / s.rT o3> ([ vioce of those who have voted.
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people, this is a better Parliament and a better parliament is a perf orming
let convert this House into a of & 4 JJ"/( P u{T .~ parliament
¥ ..{T il e UJI: f@' o.:'.{,)/u:uﬁ)/ ¥ i (% < performing House.
B
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Prof . Muhammad Saced Siddiqui : Mr. Chairman, I
congratulate ‘you and the Deputy Chairman Commander  Khalil-
ur-Rehman sahib for being elected unopposed and assumption of your
office . Today the process toward; democracy has_ been completed. The
promise has been met. Now it is up to'us the elected representatives of the .
people of Pakistan, to work for democracy, to strengthen the institutions
and to work-all together for the benefit, for the relief of the people of
Pakistan, to get them ‘relief from their suffer:ings, ﬁnemployment, rate of
education to increase - and standard of . living to be raised .- We have
committed to our people, they have clected us, they have voted us, they
have sent us to this House, the highest forum of the democratic regime. So
_ we should come up to their expectations., if not, we will not be doing

justice, it will not be fair to the “people of Pakistan otherwise again they
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will be disappointed and they will think of something else. So, now it is
upto us to take Pakistan towards the road of ‘progress and prosperity . on
home affairs as well as on intemnational affairs. I would say that we should
work, we should think of Pakistan first “and-then any »ogher..\v “thing. We
should make policies which lead to progress “and are beneficial to Pakistan
and for the people of Pakistan. I think Mr. Wasim Sajjad has run the
Senate smoothly and has conducted’ the “election well and all other
~ process of today. I also congratulate all those who worked hard to get this
process completed and I again congratﬁiate )/01;, Mr . Chairman and hope
that you will run the House as per rules and norms. Thank you veyy:muchv. ‘
VAl ISy
AN A BN Gre S
Mr. Chairman, I, on my behalf and behalf of my party congratulate
you and Mr . Khalil-ur-Rehman . I also pay complements to your
predecessor Mr . Wasim Sajjéd , who had an honour to become the
Chéifman for more than one decade.
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This is the first time in the history Mr. Chairman, that democracy has
been revived after three years. Earlier, 1958 to 1972 and 1977 to 1985,
whatever it is we talk about the amendments in the constitution. Why
dont we talk about amendments made upto 1985 where there 1s a
provision that Judge of the Federal Shariat Court could be sent as an
adviser or to some post and' it was done. Why we accept that. If it is that,

Government parties and Opposition sit and review the entire constitution
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that what. is happening and what is hope for the country, what is for
benefit? This is the first time that the strength of the Senate has been
increased from 87 to 100, we are here. If we take away those provisions,
where: we are?. This is the first time ’that our sisters are sitting in the
House and talking. There are so many things which are to be settled by
way of democracy and government and the opposition. Anyway, I am
very glad today to see you .- It is my personal thinking and one thing. I
want to tell sir that Senate came into being in 1973 . It continued, Mr.
Habibullah Khan from Frontier was the Chairman then comes the era 1985
to 1988 Mr. Ghulam Ishaq Khan. Then sir, was the Chairman Mr. Wasim
Sajjad for about 12 years upto 12th October 1999. You are the first from
the smaller province, you are the first from Sindh who has the honour to
occupy this Chair . Therefore , I congratulate to those persons who
nominated you. Even sir, I may point out the history that even from Sindh
there was no Deputy Chairman at all during last 20 vears. I once again
congratulate from the core of my heart. You have got blessing from your
parents , your mother, your everything. Thus you will contribute much
more in the interest of the members and safeguard their interests. They
have some grievances also here . God bless you. Thank you.
Mr. Chairman: Thank you sir,
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Mr . Chairman; - Thénk ’yoﬁ Nisar :Sahib. Mr. Shaukat Aziz
please.
EASNI TPk
Mr. Chairman, today is a very auspicious day for all of us. It is an
auspicious day because the Upper House, the Senate of Pakistan came
into being again. I know, I speak for everybody here and express my
heartiest congratulations on your unopposed election as Chairman of the
Senate . At the same time, the Deputy Chairman of the Senate, Mr.
Khalil-ur-Rehman also deserves a full congratulation. Mr. Wasim Sajjad,
today conducted- the proceedings of the House with so much ease and
eloquence that I thmk we can learn a lot from him. Mr. Chairman, your
family hés" trerheﬁdous background and rich ‘Theritage in parliamentary
politics . You yourseif have had extensive experience in governance in
many offices in the Government, but T think I will miss if Iidon't mention
your extensive 'éxpen'eﬁce in the field of banking , which I think will help
you in conducting this very important responsibility because the values
you have cherished of humility,; of integrity, of transparency will help you
conduct this House in the highest standards of parliamentary politics.

Mrc. Chairman, Pakistan today faces tremendous challenges. We
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have a lot of issues facing up but we have a lot of opportunity.. Under
your~ leadership, I would hope that this House will play a very -productive
and” constructive role in attending to the challenges which our country
faces. So that Pakistan can exploit or can get to its true potential. We have
a lot of things going for us. We need just to proceed in the right direction
and I think this House can play a very major role in getting Pakistan to its
true level in the comity of nations and in strengthening the federation. In
conclusion , let me thank you sir, congratulate you, congratulate the
Deputy Chairman and let me assure you of our complete and unstinted

support. Thank your very much.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you Shaukat Sahib. Dr. Shahzad Wasim.
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Thank you very much sir.
Mr. Chairman: Thank you sir, Dr. Hafeez A. Sheikh.

Dr. Hafeez : A. Sheikh: Mr. Chairman, I .want to start by
thanking Allah Almighty for His mercy and blessings of honour and for
giving us this opportunity to be Tepresentatives here in the Senate of
Pakistan.

This is a very special day for me for a variety of reasons. First of
all on my own election, secondly, on your election and thirdly, even more
important, your election as the Chairman of the Senate and furthermore,
because it is very important day for our country.

I think that Allah Almighty has been kind to you and you are
fortunate that today you have been blessed with this Chairmanship of the
Senate. At the same time, I feel that we are also fortunate to have you as
our Chairman . Your experience , your integirty , your honesty , your
dedication, your patriotism and above all your willingness to listen, to get
along, to feel, to cross barriers overcome boundaries and to reach up to
people. I think your person in many ways symbolize unity of our nation
that this August House also is meant to symbolize. So please ‘accept my
congratulations . Of course, we are tied together in a bond of relationship
but more than that we are tied together in a bond of friendship and for that
reason I feel, I share and may Allah take y(;u further and may Allah give

you the strength and the fortitude to do at least as good a job here as you
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did in Sindh and Insha Allah the people and history will remember you
later on, your tenure in the .Senate as you now do with fondness and your
tenure in Sindh. I think today is an important day for our country because
it marks vthe culmination of one phase.of the restoration of democracy and
I think we should be thankful to the President for that. I think while the
plant of democracy has begun to take root it will take time for it to turn into
a tree and I think still a lot of hard work, maturity, large heartedness and
determination will be required for us reach to that goal. Our people are
looking at us and they expect efficiency in government, honestv in politics
and decency in public affairs and aBove all they want to see a good future
for themselves and for their children and we owe it to them because they

have put trust in us to try to do the best we can. That I also want to thank.

I want to congratulate the Deputy Chairman Commander
Khalil-\ur—Rehman and also appreciate the .out going Chairman Mr. Wasim
Sajjad for the elegance with which he handled this moming session, in
deed, in a distingushed manner. I want to end again by congratulating you
and praying that all of us come together and show the kind of matunty
and leadership that our people are expecting from us. Thank you very
much‘ and I assure you that I will try to do whatever I can to make

endeavour of success. Salam Alaikum.

Mr. Chairman: Dr. Sahib. Almost Assar time Mr. Naeem

Chattha then may be we can.
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thank you very much. ¥ ()% &b/

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Dadabhoy.you wanted to speak . I think I

was requesting you could be the last: Sum up if that is OK with you. .

Mr . Mohammad Amin Dadabhoy: Mr .. Chairman - I
congratulate you on being elected unopposéa in this House . I ‘also
congratulate Deputy Chairman and all the members for the success and
being elected as members of the Upper House of the Parliament. Today is
the remarkable day in the political history of Pakistan as the process of
peaceful transfer of power to the elected members and restoration of

democracy has been completed today. The people of Pakistan have great

60




expectations from their representatives in- the parliament and hope that
they would perform in national interest. It is the time to keep all personal
interests_ aside and join hands together to work for strengthening
democracy and prove to the world that people of Pakistan are united in the
national  goals .. . Govenment could take advantage of the sound
MiCTo-economic policieg : framed by the previous government, if the
government follows that course, and implements the strategy that has
been crafted after much delibration and with great care, dividends would
soon be there for us to reap. Now it is the responsibility of the elected
representatives and ti'le government to play their due role to continue
achieving broad national goals. Here 1 would like to quote, people are
always blaming those circumstances for what they are. I don't believe in
circumstances , the people who get on in this world are the people who
get up and look for the circumstances they want and if they can't find
them, make them. In the end, in the last , I once again congratulate you
Mr . Chairman and the Deputy Chairman on their success . Pakistan

Zindabad. Thank you.
- u:ugc/ag,:;ﬂ./udf’uzv/. O s
Ms. Aneesa Zeb Tahir Kheli: 1 would like to raise one of the
this simple ..., I would like to bring forth a request on this auspicious
occasion that we are all enjoying now that the Senate is in place. I would

like to share it with the staff of the Senate and I request you that if you can

kindly announce some honoraria for Senate staff because they have
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performed really good work during the Senate Session. So it 1s for the
betterment I would like to point it out and be grateful. Thank you Mr.

Chairman.

Mr. Chairman: I think we have approved it.
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Mr . Khalil ur Rehman: Mr. Chairman, I whole heartedly
congratulate you to bo sitting here as our Chairman of this very august

House. I also have a deep sense of gratitude to those who nominated me
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for this job in their wisdom and sagacity. I am grateful to the members ,
their parties and their leaders for supporting me to be here. ‘
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Mr. Chairman, this is a star for this House.
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And I hope it has gone some way but before I wind up, I would like to
laud Mr. Wasim ASajjad, who has been my Chairman for number of years
and who has done again a masterly job today and may God be with him.
And now, Mr. Chairman, last but not the least as far as my duties as
Deputy Chairman are concemed , although I am very grateful to those
members who voted for me yet 1. want to assure the entire House through
you, sir, that in discharge of my duties, I shall be fair, honest and truthful
to help you. Thank you very much, sir.
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In exercise of the powers conferred by clause 1 (a) of Article 54
of the Constitution of Islamic Republic of Pakistan, I hereby prorogue the
Senate on the conclusion of its sitting on 12th of March 2003.
Sd/-
General Pervaiz Musharraf ,

President of Pakistan.

(The House was then prorogued sine die).
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