SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENATE DEBATES

Friday. March 28. 2003

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall (Parliament House)
Islamabad . at forty three minutes past ten in the morning with Mr .
Chairman (Mr. Mohammedmian Soomro) in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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POINT Of ORDER: RE. THE SEATING ARRANGEMENT IN THE
HOUSE

e Qb (f o
Mian Raza Rabbani: Thank vou sir. Sir. there are two or three
procedural issues that 1 would like to raise. The [lirst being the Order of
the Day 1hal has been issucd today . It had b;:cn decided that this
session would be devoted only to the discussion on >t‘1}c situation 1 Iraq
but at item No 2 of the Order of the Dav there are ‘thrfae Ordinances that
are to be laxd. 1 don't think that was discussed vesterday and. therefore. I
would request vou that in the light of vesterday's agreement we straight
away go to the discussion on the motion which is item \]o 3. Sir, the other
point that I \\'oﬁld like L()‘ raisc with vou is that there seems to be some
isunderstanding again on the question of the speakers to be allowed
viz-a -viz the debate on Iraq. Yesterday what happened was that there was

a list of six speakers which was given from the combined opposition but
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that list of six speakers was confined to the point of raising Points of
Order viz-a-viz the L. F.O. As far as the debate on the Iraq situation is
concerned everv honourable member whether he is from the treasury
benches or he is from the opposition benches. it is his right under the
rules to be allowed to express his point of view on that situation. therefore
. 1 think if vou could clarify that because the podium below you is giving
an impression that there is a restrictive list and that only those speakers
whose name appears on that list will be allowed to speak.

Mr. Chairman: I don't think that's the point. Some people have
expressed . their names are recorded here. that is a list we are following.
and it is open to every honourable member. There is no restricion on that.
If vou all agree to put a time constraint for that. but. otherwise. evervbody
is welcome and I don't think there is any list. This list_ was done vesterday,
followed through and there ts no such restriction anymore.

Mian Raza Rabbant: Sir. the other point [ would like to again
bring to vour noticc is that under the Rules of Procedure of Senatc, the
first session and the session which entails the election to the Chairman
and Deputy Chairman, There the scating is according to the alphabetical
order but subsequent scssion of the Senate should have seating
according to the treasurv and the opposition benches. Therefore. I would
request vou that either dunng the course of this scssion but most
certainly in the next session the seating should be on the basis of the

treasury benches and the opposition benches as has. been the normal




tradition in Parliament and particularly, of this House.

Mr. Chairman: We will do it . I think, it may not be possible
right away admimistratively i  this sessi‘on but certainly from the next
sess1on.

Mian Raza Rabbani: I would also add Sir. I am not through Sir,

if 1 could just have one more minute. then Bhinder Sahib. Sir the other
thing is that it is most unfortunate that today in the National Press and I
am just making a point.we have no intention of making it a debate.
because we are already seized with the motion on Iraq. But it is most
unfortunate that today when the Senate is in session there should be a
statement which is attributed to General Musharral and there 1s a clear cut
statement of the Attorney General of Pakistan that the LFO is a part and
parcel of the Constitution wnd that the country will plunge into chaos if
the LFO is not allowed to be a part and parcel of the Constitution. I think
this is most unfortunate It has been done by the Attomey General with a
particular  sinister motive of trving to derail the debate on the Iraq
situation. The position of the Combined Opposition is still that the LFO 1s
not a part of the Constitution. The Supreme Court could not have given
the powers to the Chief Exccutive to amend the Constitution arbitrarily
and that position we maintain and we want lo record a .protest on the
statement. Thank you Sir.

Mr. Chairman: Yes, Mr. Bhinder.

Ch. Muhammad Anwar Bhinder: Mr. Chairman Sir, I would



like to say something about the pomt of order which has been raised by
my learned brother Mr. Raza Rabbani about seating in the parliament.
Ordinarily , the procedure is that when the Leader of the House is
nominated , he intimates to the Senate Secretariat the numbers . the
strength and the seating arrangement. which hc wants to be for his party.
When the Leader of the Opposition 1s elected. he mtimates to the Senate
Secretariat . according to the precedence, acco‘rding to which he wants that
his partv should sit in the Sepate. [ would very humbly submit that both
the leaders. Leader of the House and the I.eader of the Opposition should
mtimate  the Scnate Secretariat so that the seats may be allocated in
accordance with the wishes of the Leader of the Ilouse and the Leader of
the Opposition

Mr. Chairman: [ said That is for the next session because the
details have vet to come. Mr. Wasim Sajjad. He was saving something.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: As Mr. Bhinder has said Sir, 1 think it is
common.

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Astandyvar Wali:

Mr. Asfandyar Wali: Mr. Chairman. [ thought that my learned
friend Mr. Bhinder got up that he would at lcast move as per agreement
vesterday with them that he would move [or relexation but he did not. |
request the honourable Leader of the IHouse that there was the agreement
that had taken place. there would be no government business and we

would just confine to Iraq so if we go please.




Mr. Chairman: That is decided that we will continue the debate

. Mr. Nisar Memon.
Mr. Nisar Ahmad Memon: The Session was called at 10'0,

clock in the moming. People arrived here and then the session started 45
minutes late . 1 believe that this is verv important that the exchequer
money , the money of the tax payers, the time of the people and of the
highest body, constitutional body of Pakistan must be taken care of and
we must conform to the timing as set forth by the Chair, as announced by
vour Secretariat. 1 would also like to submit to you Mr. Chairman, that
the number of hours for a session that is in place in a day must be
maximised so that the maximum time of ﬂ.w legislators could be availed. In
addition to that the maximum number of days of a session should also be
availed so that the travel cost that is paid by the tax payers is minimised.
With these words I would like to request that there should be some ruling
on that. Thank you.

Mr . Amanullah Kunrani: Yesterday, Mr. Sana Baloch drew
your attention towards the attitude of the Pakistan Television, that one of
the largest federating unit of Pakistan, Balochistan. is being deprived of its
right. That no name of any member from Balochistan is mentioned as to
what the membe; of the Senate has said, in the PTV news. It means none
of the Balochistan member has spoken on the issue of LFO. While two of
us have spoken on the LFO issue. Bu£ not a' single word has been

mentioned in the PTV news," Khabarnama" Sir. Therefore, I request again




your lordship and other members of the House to kindly take note of it
that PTV is going to subvert our proceedings.
Mr. Chairman: Don't worry. The minister was here, he has
mentioned and he will mention again and it will be covered.
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Bﬁt going back to Mr. Memon . On the administrative side, yes. we need
to be conscious, particular and. of course.economy minded. Timing, as
upto the members, as soon as . the quorum is there, we can start the
House and we can not start ull the quorum is there. So. we request to all
that vou must  convene .at’ the designated time. So that we can start
straightaway and that is a good su‘ggestion.‘

Mr. Ilvas Ahmed Bilour: Point of order.

Ch. Muhammad Anwar Bhinder: Sir. the quorum is always
determined mside the House . when somebodv points out the quorum .
Nobody pointed out the quorum to vou in vour office, in the Senate
Secretariat I would suggest that vou should come at the appointed hour.
If anybody points out that there 1s no quorum,then there shouid be 15 a
count. So that we can start the meeting at the scheduled time.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Sir. We should discuss Iraq situation. Iraq
situation 1s very scrious  situation , with  serious consequences for  this
region . lor the world and 1 would request the honourable members now
to proceed with the Iraq debate. These points of order can be taken at
some appropriate time. So, I request to vour honour to kindly start the
debate, so that pcople can speak and they want to speak on this issue.
This 1s the bumning issue of the day.

Mr . Ilvas Ahmad Bilour: Point of order. The Pakistan
Television is alwavs covering their own people, being a Government

Television. But I will request to hour honour. vou being Chairman, you




also allow GEO here. If Pakistan Television is allowed, then why- GEO 1s

not allowed. The GEO will cover the opposition also.
Mr. Chairman: We will look it also.

Mr. Ilvas Ahmad Bilour: Please . 1 will appreciate it that
evervbody should be allowed .This is not the wayv that PTV is government .
f V . They want to give the coverage to their own government people .
Why not the Opposition? We people. are also members of the House.
Very rightly. my friend tfrom Balochistan . pointed out. So . I will request
vour honour tflat allow the GEO .

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Ranjha Sahab.

Dr. Khalid Ranjha: Sir. Mr. Raza Rabbani. took strong
exception to the statement of the Attormev General appeared in the press
today. T would like to inform him that thus issue is being debaied on the
floor of the High Court . A full bench has been sct up in the Hight Court
to examine the vires ol the lLegal Frame work Order and in that case the
Hight Court itselt had summoned the Attomey General to give his point
of view It was the point of view given in the court which has been
rcported in the press. And. therefore, 1 think , one should not take
exceptions to that over here.

A ST ey st Uk s
Mr. Chairman: I think let us go on with the dcbate. We have

this thing later. You will come to it. Mr. Sanaullah Baloch is the first

speaker for today it he can go on with it....
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It 1s bemng discussed evervwhere and on the [loor of the Houses  of
Parliament. This friend of mine s a very learned man, [ have heard vou us
a very leamed expert . Constitutional expert . Now  why cant 1t be
discussed on the floor of the National Assembly and on the floor of the
Senatc?  Why should 1t be discussed in the High Court and Supreme
Court of Pakistan?
Mr . Chairman: When the time comes whatever is to be
discussed. it will be discussed
. = e P .
S PG s i LT Jnd oo o, oo i e
We will come to vou alter this. -
Mr. Nisar Ahmad Memon: Thank vou Mr. Chairman. | am
delighted that vou observed that | talked about the highest body where
we have o perform: accerding o the Constiution and et me renmnd o the
honourable member that the Consti}ution making could not have taken

place at the time when this body was not in session. So we are talking of
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the time when this has come into existence now When vou and I. we all
have become the members, we are talking of the. Constitution from that
onward. Earlier . the law of the land was verv much made clear bv the
Supreme Court Judgement wherein . it has clearly allowed the President
Musharraf Vthe then = General ~ Musharral | | that ke could amend  the
Cons[_itqtion to achieve the objectives of the change of 12th October .
1999. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman: 1 think let us continue. This issue will come up
later Let us continue with the busmess of today Please bcar with me
Please bear with me. because then we will not be able to proceed with
what vou all want to procced with. That is what vou have voursell
suggested. Please.gn ahead \_\r‘ilh these.
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tangible results . Effective disarmament through peaceful means and in a
speedy manner was visible and progress on road map chalked out in
United Nations resolution 1441 was meaningful But all of a sudden
United States decided to pull back its resolution and the historv never
witnessed such a forceful demand against war as we have seen in Iraq
against as vou have seen in a case of Iraq war. _
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for unknown reasons the government auitude has been very apo\logeti-cv. 1
must remind Mr . Chairman! that the National Assembly session was
requisitioned by the Opposition. It was not allowed to proceed more than
two days and we saw that despite promises with the honourabh? members
of the National Assemblv that they would be permitted to speak . the
session \\'as‘ prorogued the second day in the evening at 11 .15 and
unfortunately no resolution could be adopted there. Mr. Chairman' this
session has again been requisitioned by the Opposition. Sec the attitude .
the sentiments of the people of Pakistan. the clected parliamentarians of
this country and the practical actions of this government. This is most
regretful. :
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1n relauve term vou can use these two words, Pakistan first. Yes Pakistan
first. When Pakistan first is with reference to vourself. when Pakistan first
is with reference to vour party. when Pakistan first1s with reference to
vour leadership, when Pakistan first is with reference to vour country, vou '
can not have the same principle when it 1 towards your religion.
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maligning the Opposition hat thev are engaging themselves iz LIO and
thev arc not interested in talking on Trag. Now the situation. the wuth 1s
something different. Lower House
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recorded on the flour of the House. that this session will not be

prorogued before it adopts a unanimous resolution. We want to work with
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vou are only heart beai ‘away from the President. [ think. we have to
spread wisdom in the government and in all relevant quarters that when
the situation like fraq 1s therc, I think. there should be no partv politics .
There should be a consensus approach towards such incidents . Mr .
Chairman, this war is a clear aggression. We condemn this war.
U _.L;(L’:’ :(V‘}CL <l bt e s Ua Skl AL war S o
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In 1998, let me share with this august TTouse through vou, Mr. Chairman.
there were similar moves. It was the PML(N) government at that time and
we had quite diplomacy to stop that war. A Middle East ruler telephoned
the former Prime Minister of Pakistan who was in Beijing: on official tour
that we have been approached . we ha\-"c, been asked. 1o advisc whether
United States should attack Iraq at that time. The Prime Minister said that
he will send somebody and I was the one who was sent there and I
explamed that Middle East will be looted and plundered once again lor its
own economic benetits.
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&
The past track record hasn't been. very.good. I compliment Mr. Mushahid'
Hussain . honourable member who peinted out certain facts from the Bush
At War but 1 also salute his lovalty to the Treasury Benches. He failed to
mention that there is also a mention in that book that there was a list of
demands on 1ith of September and they expected that Pakistan will
negotiate for some give and take. It is unfortunate Mr. Chairman, that we
totally surrendered . We did not have the capacity of courage to bargain,
to negotiate in the best interest of Pakistan first. m the best interest of the
muslims - at. large and . particularly . the Pakistanis who were alreadv
present m Afgharﬁstan If we had gained some ume, | am sure the
situation . Mr  Chairman . would have been. different . We also lost
economically as an allv i the process of war on terror

o : =

JT L oNN L a7 L $A L D Jl & eda (LA -2
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Senator Mushahid Hussain 1s a witness when the sanctions were imposed
on Pakistan after the nuclear detonation in Oval office. We told President
Clinton and his team that vou have caused us a loss of at least 9 billion
dollars. Mr Chairman, it is not a loss of only exports. It is a loss of
recession. it is a loss of GDP. It is a present loss. It is a future loss. Tt is a
direct loss. It is an indirect loss. These are consequential losses. These
incompetent imported people in this country have. no loyalty to this

countrv . They have just demanded one and half billion whereas the
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losses I can prove you and him today are going to be,you are vourself
banker, not less than 12 to 15 billion dollars. Mr. Chairman, I strongly
urge that this government should take cognizance and they should work
out a proper strategy under the present circumstances, Mr. Chairman.
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I think, 1t would have been very nice if 'one- of the Treasury Benches
speaker and particularlv. I think. one of the Economic™ Mimsters should
have in the beginning spelled out the possible consequences of this war
on the economy of Pakistan. That 1s where the Pakistan first comes. We
should be planning here carefully . candidly and in the intercst of the
people of Pakistan. But we haven't heard anything so far. There should
be a deliberation while we condemn and we slate the aggression. We
should also be working what arc the consequences on cconomy. How are
we going to tackle 1t? What are the potential losses. On the contrary
5 7
- Ses e (f UL i further S (1f &
U &’ 4 sprices fall or going up. the proportionate surcharge is going up. If the base
pricc is onc dollar, obviously there is a surcharge. I strongly urge in true
spirit to help the people of Pakistan that the government should announce
that the pricc of petroleum products which was on Ist of March this vear
i this countrv. The surcharge should be calculated and frozen upward on
that price. If the base price goes up. it should not be added to the salable

price or the retail price Sir. It 1s the least convenience one can pass to the
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people of Pakistan. I think they deserve 1t
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government should come out very clearlv.No .1 they should condemn this
aggression . thev should show solidarinn with the people of Irag under the
circumstances . the war has its own victims, its own fall out, I think there
should be the requisitc humanitarian assistance which 1s necded. ! think
the government  should be  planning that humanitarian  assistance for
people of Iraq  Sir. thev shouid also [ thmk trv to cnsure they are the
members . and thev are now the temporarn member of the [Jnited Nations
Sceurity Couneil. I think we should be voicing our concemn. It 1s a matter
of the territorial integrty of Iraq If 1t s Traq. it could be any other country
tomorrow and we have scen on the independent televisions. some various
poles arc beng carried out and unfortunately . our country has been rated
waiting as the next onc. [ hope its not tue. so I would suggest- that
suggest that the government should take concrete measures  otherwise . i
we do not do it.Sir. T can assurc vou that time and history and the people
of Pakistan are not going to condone us 5o
2 r | 7 : Oﬁ’.« o 3 J j 7
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©o o2 4 answer of the prime minister of United Kingdom, he tell them
Lo, 2l G

and while he was saving this. he took sips of water three times. Look at
the callous attitnde . Thev are just a0t wi]ling to cooperate with the
mternational sentiments . They just want te bulldoze all institutions of the
world . They‘ have no regard for United Nations. So 1 think Sir. I have a
limitation on time. and I am verv much disciplined. I would Sir. strongly
urge through voursell . through the govemment that they should plan a
very comprehensive stratcgy to deal outside with the situation and to deal
within  The war can prolong and now the T/nited States President himself
15 taking. Tony Blair himself

5 u}i&"C‘—JLb{u;‘h{d/i—ifﬁfjvﬁ
can prolong Sir if it prolongs bevond three to four weeks. T can assure
vou, the cconomic consequences can be very difficult, and very very bad
for Pakistan . So we should sit together and as a sovereign iouse we
should tryv to form a strategy and we will assist the government in this
regard. So I would suggest Sir. that vou kindly .ensurc that Lhcrc- 15 a
resolution . We are prepared to give and - take on wording, but there
should a resolution. that must be adopted. It the Lower House failed. 1
think we should not be seen that much imresponsible that we are
prorogued without adopting a resolution. Thank yvou Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman: Thank vou Mr. Dar. Mr. Razz Rabbani.

Mian Raza Rabbani: Thank vou Sir, at the off set. 1 would like

39




to apologize, 1 believe my name was called and I was not in the House. I
would like to apologize for that. Sir todayv. as the Senate of Pakistan meets
_ it is a verv sombre and serious situation that the people of Iraq are facing

1 would like to make it abundantly clear that the assertions that seem 10
be coming from certain western capitals that this is an extension to the war
on terror, is totally incorrect becausc it is belied by the fact and it is belied
by lack of evidence. Today . 8 to 9 days into the war, there is no tangible
evidence 1.hﬂ.t shows that this 1s an extension fo the war on lerror. Infact,
todav the Iraqi people. m m\ opion. are fighung for the survival of their
state’'s  sovereignty Today the Iraqi people are fighting for the
preservation of their fundamental rights . Todav the Iraqi people  are
struggling and l'ighﬁng to defend themselves on the basis of the principle
that might is not right. And today . 1 believe. the battle of the Iragi people
is indeed a battle for Iraqi nationalism and we. the people of Pakistan and,
particularly . the Pakistan Peoples Party support the iraqt people in this
battle.

Sir, as the situation and the scenario begins to unfold, therc arc
certain verv serious apprchensions and certain very clear violations of
internationally  accepted norms of behaviour and principles and Pakistan
as a sovereign country has to take note of them bccause this is an attempt
to imbalance the already existing intcrnational order . And i that context
the first question that comes lo one's mind is the question of bypassing
the United Nations thus commilting aggression , going into an attack

without the sanction of the United Nations. Sir. if the United Nations is
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bypassed . then what are we moving towards? What are we moving
towards 1s granting any counury the right of pre-emptive attack without
any justification, without taking the sanction of the United Nations. Is that
permissible? Because if that is permissible then we would be entering into
an area or into waters where there would be the law of the jungle where
the principle that might is »righf prevails and this 1s something that we.as a
nation can not accept. Todav the Iraqi people are being subjected to the
biggest human catastrophe in this centurv. Today the manner in which
targetted bombing is taking place. the mammer in which civilians are being
killed. the manner in which women and children are being made a target .
1s indeed a question or point on which we all nced to ponder. It 1s a time
sir. when all of us must take into consideration that what are the basis on
which it is being alleged that this attack and this aggression against the
Iraqi nation was necessitated As I said carlier that from 9/11 till today
there has been no evidence. whatsoever, to link this with a war on terror.
Therc has been. tll today. no evidence because the second shield that is
bemg taken, the second protective shield that is being sought is that
there were weapons of mass destruction. Till today, there has been no
concrete proof , cven after the invasion that there were any weapons of
mass destruction . They have not been able to come up with anvthing
substantive (o show the world that weapons of mass destruction were
there.

The third shield that is being taken. the third plea that is being

taken is thal we are moving into restore a democratic order. But the people
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who are talking about restoring a democratic order, what has their history
been® What does history tell us? What has their tradition been? Their
wradition has alwavs been that a democratic order . fundamental human
rights of the peopies of the (hird world have abwavs been sacrificed at the
altar of their national interests and national security . If it suits them at one
stage to support military dictators . that suppor: is always forthcoming .
And we in Pakistan are perhaps the greatest victims of this. It was for ten
long vears. during the period of General Zia-ul-Haq. that the people of
Pakistan werc denied their right to a democratic dispensation under the
Constitution of Pakistan but because it suited the vested interests and  the
imperialist powers at that time to support the military dictatorship in
Pakistan, thev continued to do 5o
Further more sir. can anv nauon be allowed to arrogate io itself
the right to interfere in the internal mto the affairs of another country and
bring about a regime change. flere. ! do not stand to plead the causc of
Saddam Hussain but here | do stand io defend the right of the people. the
right of the sovercign people . the right of an independent people o
choosc a government according 10 their own wishes . to form a
government and to have a system of government that they beheve to be
correct for themselves. I can never subscribe. I can never allow any power
to come and change the order in which T want to hive.
Today sir. it is being said and in actual fact it is corrcet that the
war in Iraq is essentially a war of cconomics. The war in Traq is essentially

a war lor the oil of Traq. The war on Iraq is. in fact, a war to help those
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multi-national  organizations who will be awarded contracts the so- called
reconstruction of Iraq. Already, we are seeing that in order to put out the
fires at the oil wells there are multinational companies from the attacking
countries who are already present n Traq So in actual fact. it is to gain
economic superiority. But when we are talking of this sir, we cannot also
forget the fact that the foreign policy that has been pursued and foliowed
by the Government of Pakistan .has been a total failure. It is most
unfortunate that even m these most serious circumstances. in this grave
situation that is prevailing todav. there is a duality m policies that the

Government of Pakistan is followmng Tntemallv . it is trving to show for
domestic consumption that 1t 1s following a principled policv whercas. on
the other hand. m quiet diplomacy. it is conveving to the United Siates of
America that look at the pressure thal is mounting on us [rom the strects
and the people of Pakistan and Alherel'orc . we are constrammed . A
mis-statement that 1s being repeatedly made while, was initiated from the
floor of the National Assemblt that the Government of Pakistan had taken
a decision not to vote with the resolution that was o be moved m Security
Council. In actual fact the Government of Pakistan was playing footsic at
that time. The Government of Pakistan despite repeated demands of the
Opposition was not coming out with a clear cut statement and this is on
the record of the National Press This is on the record of the National
Assembly  Neither the Foreign Minister nor the Prime Minister came out
with a categorical statement on the fact that thev would not vote on the

resolution on Iraq. The answer to such queries was always that ‘wait and
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see' and that wait and see has helped them to the extent that the
resolution was mot tabled and as a consequence they were able to get
away with that. But I think that the people of Pakistan are fully aware....
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Mr. Chairman the reverberations of this will go down in the annals of the
history as they will have an effect on the future. it will have a very tclling
and compulsive impact. particularlly . on the Muslim world and m times to

come the fumire policies in the region. In conclusion I would like to use
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the floor of the Senate to bring to notice of this government that under the
garb of the Iraqgi war in the last one month, in the last 30 days Mr.
Chairman . the prices of the petroleum related products have at an average ,
been increased by Rs. 4.30 per cent and that increase continues .~ We
have been told that this is as a consequence of the upward trend of prices
m the international market and that as and when the prices come down.
we will pass the effect to the consumers of Pakistan, but we witnessed
that when the oil prices fell in the international market that consequential
effect was not given to the people of Pakistan. The policy of deregulation
of pctroleum prices of giving the right to multinational oil companies to
regulate petroleum prices is vet another extension of whal we are
witnessing in a different form in Iraq I thank vou sir for having given me
the floor on this occasion.

Mr. Chairman: Thank vou Mr Raza Rabbani. Dr. Shezad
Wasim.
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Mr . Ilvas Ahmad Bilour: Thank you verv much. Mr.
Chairman . First of all T must congratulate vou and the Deputy Chairman of
the Senate being elected un-opposed and T am surc that vou are going 10

take the House in a verv nice wayv as vou were taking il yesterday.
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Mr. S. M. Zafar: We are all saddened and concerned about
what is happening in Iraq but it's heartening to see that there is a
vnanimity - of sentiments and the unanimitv of decision making . which.
represents -the ethos of the nation. Thé movers of the resolution have said
that we are going to “discuss the situation ansing out of the war m Iraq.
Mr. Chairman. the CNN also calls it a "War mn Iraq". BBC refers to it as
"Traq war" bui is this the war? It is se up c¢ven. il 15 a war between two
unequals . On the one hand is the super power with all 1ts technology
unlcashed and on the other hand is Iraq. which has been suffering for the
last ‘nine vears with sanctions and bombarded . “almost frequently .  every
day under the pretext of “No Fly Zonc" arcas. It is so uneven that one
would not even like 1o call it a war. I shall say that it is actually a military
operation, ;l 1s a ruthless military operation against Iraq.

A war has number ol fcaturcs. Some of them have been mentioned
at the Fouse here and I shall like to be very brief and refer to those
features. The first featurc of this war is that it 1s one in which one can see
a clear policy and a trend of unilateralism. This war 1s indicating a policy

and a trend of unilateralism, a unilateralism. which means it is leading




towards one polar world.

The other feature of this war is Mr. Chairman. it 1s against the
mood of the United Nations. It is a war which has reduced the political
credibility of the United Nations and the Security Council to almost a nill.
It has given it a body damage.

It is a war which has vet another feature. which has already been
mentioned here that it 1s a unpopular war. But how unpopular? Is this war
needs to be further seen? It is unpopular in the extent that it has been
protested against in the whole of the world. There is hardly any continent.
hardly any country where protests have not been made. It is also
unpopular in the sense that it is unpopular in the countrv which is waging
this war It is vet unpopular in the sense that it became unpopular even
before it began. This has never happened in the world before and I shall
like to quote "Prof . Chomski" the great critic of the United States'
Establishment . who said and | quote him "Opposition 1o the invasion on
Iraq has been entirely without precedent i history”. It 1s certainly without
precedent in history. Sir, the incvitable results of these features. which |
have mentioned . according to my estimate and analysis 1s that the society
m America 1s not fragmented. American society wants to exist as it has
been existing in the past or as we knew that it existed in the past. Today,
US finds itself in 1solation. it [inds itsell’ in a place where it has never been
before in history . It is Amencans who have to think about what has
happened to themselves and to their country.

Sir, there is one crossing in Berlin. When the Berlin Wall fell. on
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that crossing a Flag of America had been hoisted.It is known as "Charlie
Crossing” and people from all over the world like to go and see and have
nostalgia that hére was one great [reedom [ight which has ultimately
resulted in the democracy ‘-;?cing established in the world . Now it is that
crossing on which the Amencan flag has been ripped off . mot by
Pakistanis. not by muslims, but by the people in that part of the world. So.
American society is feeliné that isolation. I said United States according
to me sir. has lost therr high moral ground and. therefore, the soul ol the
Amercian society must be very disturbed . It has been mentioned here that
what happencd in the Oscar Award. One meident that happened 1 the
Oscar Award . there was the Spainish director Padro Almadro who came
on the stage and he said. ] am ashamed and I want to tell evervone who is
here that the people in Spain, 90% are against the Gomerio, the Prime
Minister who is siding with Bush Ilis statement would not have been
enough and | would not cited 1t but the 2300 crowd of the elitists and the
most sensitive part of the world. the show business. they all gave him an
applaud and clapping. That will indicate what is happening to the world.

In this verv award, therc is vet another gentement whom I like to
mention is Mical Moved. e is the dircctor ol deeumentory films. who gol‘
the award and let us scc what he has said. He said we live in a time when
we have a man who is sending us lo war for fictitious rcasons. The word
Fictitious rcason has struck me. This war is for fictitious reasons and what
needs to be highlighted in this House is the fictitiousness of the nature of

the war. It is fictitious Mr. Chairman because it is dependent upon a new
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doctrine , to which references have already been here . the doctrine of
prevention , preventive action . What is this preventive action . - The
preventive action 1s that a person. or country which has got power
enough . starts te believing that he has apprchensions  that someone clse
1s golng to cause his security into danger and he has the preemptive right
without going to the United Nations . Sceurity  Council or consulting
anybody else , to unilaterally invade that country.

Tis is the doctine of preempuve acton  This  doctrine 1s
certainlv and absolutely ficutious doctrme . it is only a doctrine of the
person who says. might is right M is not an accepted doctrine It 1s also
fictitious and T would like to mention here two names of course. Hans Blhix
and Al-buradi. The mspectors  have gone o Iraq and who have reported
that they did not find anvthing there. Sir. this 15 the place where 1 shali
like to sayv and T hope that when | sav so . 1 do it on my own behalf and |
do on behall of the Senate members here. infact | do it on behalf of all the
people of Pakistan. Thank vou Hans Blix and thank vou Al-buradi to have
shown that it is a ficticious war. Here it is fictitious  and has been
mentioned very clearly by Mahatir Muhammad . the Prime Minister of
Malaysia. Our heart goes out to him. we feel proud of him. He is a onc
who represented us. represented our sentiments all over the world in the
clearest unambiguous words, and | think he s also closest to what
should have been said. Ile stated this is an imperialist war. T is a [ctitious
war, it is an imperialist war We must certianly give a full hand to what

Mahatir has said.
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Sir. todav in the world there are two versions and that is what I
would like the verv respectable members of the Senate through you to
ponder over. that we are living m a world at trouble time where there are
two versions going on. The first version is to resolve the world's
complexity  through preemtive action. it s a \'ersion. that if vou have a
capicity of swift. and fast and clean action what they call surgical action.
then vou can solve the complexity by taking\ that action. That 1s the one
version of the world. The other version of the world is. dialogue. Dialogue
with people , understanding the people . Sir. it we let the first version
prevail . world will be a dangerous place to live. There will be a
radicalization and there will be the spiral of violance. The war in Iraq has
already given birth-to number of wars. Wars in the heart of the people
War is in the mind of the people and if these wars in the heart of the
people and in the mind of the people lake physical form. there will be a
spiral of violence all over. the world and the world will be in great trouble.
Sir . we have to choose whatever is our position' . whether we are
economically very stable, whether we are politically very strong or not
strong but we have to take a position in this world. we have to cxist here.
We are a nation. we are a proud nation. We have a nation whose tounding
father Mohammad Ali Jinnah is even today bcingl mentioned as one of
the greatest leader of the decade. of the century. one *of the best and
highest leader of this area. And we are proud nation too, we have got to
choose . 1 suppose sir, what we have to choose i1s No.l. we must choose

the side of the supremacv of law. The rule of law must prevail in the world.
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We must choose faimess. we must choose dialogue and we must accept
the international fora.

The question 1s sir, one may ask here how do we achieve this. We
cant go and bombard them. we cant go and ‘stop them How do we
achieve this. I shall like to put it on record as a thinking process. as a
matter of thought and thoughts are more important than weapons .
Somebody has said "vou cannot send army to kill a thought or kill an
idea”. Let us have an idea. The thought in the idea' that T will a.ct to
present before the Senate today sir, is that mass movements are a
formidable tool of human resistance. Mass movements are themselves the
greatest tool of the resistance by which the worst of the w capons can be
stopped at a point of time if we continue to do so. Human iesistance has
been seen all over the world and I am greattul to M.M.A and | am greatful
to all leaders that they have been able to organize greal marchos 1
Pakistan also and I am greatful to the Government of Pakistan and the
government party that they cooperated in  having these marches beng
demonstrated  peacetully  and  allowed  its’ performances . These
demonstrations and a few of the people who came out when | made a
request about three months before  under the  humun rights  societv's
banner. who came out with their placards in the lahore sireets suving that
there should be no war. These are the teols of resistance in fuure and
these resistances will QTOW.

Mr. Chairman, ‘it is quitc obvious that it is not in the interest of a

naton like us who are not super power, who are not the [irst class powers
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to side with anything and to contribute with anv forcgs which can \\feakep_
or sideline the United Nations and therefore. it is time for us o a.pPlaud
and put it on record the performance and the stand taken by France .
(termany . China and Russia who ate all working for a plural world.
Fortunately . when the crisis took place in Pakistan derngcrac}-' was there .
democracy has come in. This ix a very fortunate coinci@ence i Pakistan
1o have it and because of this democracy being there as has been
mentioned bv many Senators nere Pakistan has been able to iake
principled stand. 1 will not go into the dctail. Those principled stands have
been mentioned but now is the ume to look mw the post war and as said
it has been a proactive attitude. What should be the principled stand with
regard to the future of ~what i going to happen. whatever will happen . 1
suppose we must take a verv very firm stand that the territorial integrity of
Traq must be maintained and the sovercignty of the people of Iraq must
also not be in anyway jeopardized. This is what we have to do.
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Mr. Chairman. atacking the television in Iraq, in Baghdad and
bombarding it.as | have studied Geneva Convention. as any lawver would
have studied  Geneva Convention would sav that hilting a civilian
property and hitting the source from which information can be ralaved to

the people would come within the war crime of Geneva Convention. So |
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would say that we are with Eden White. Eden White sir is the Chairman of
the largest organization of the publications in the world , in Brussel and he
has made a statement in collaboration with amnesty that the attack on the
television network in Baghdad comes within the Geneva Convention
violation and we like to- AT supgest e 1o
say that \;’e the members of the Senaic would like from the Government
that the Govermnment should keep'us mformed. We sﬁould know from day
to day and from time to time as ncw events take place. how the
Government is dealing with the Iragissue we will be entitled to be informed
by the Government. Thank vou very much.

Mr. Chairman: I think it is Friday, we can adjourn now and

reconvene on Monday at 5 O'clock in the evening. Thank vou very much.
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[ The House then ad journed to meel again at 3 O'clock in

the evening on Monday the 31st o f March, 2003. [
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