SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENATE DEBATES
Tuesday, June 10, 2003

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall (Parliament House)
Islamabad , at twenty four minutes past ten in the moming with Mr.

Chairman (Mr .Mohammedmian Soomro) in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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- Honourable Member: Mr. Chairman, point of order. I would
like to-bring to your attention that the members here are sitting in the
gang way and highway where everybody is passing through . I mean this
1s not a proper ‘way to sit in the Senate. They have been allocated seats on
the other side. We should also be alloted seats. over there. The
Opposition happens to be the Opposition of Pakistan not of India. So it is
not like that.
Mr. Chairman: No please, I am sorry for this, you cannot move
there. I think there 1s an alphabetical system. My apology for this.

Honourable Member: Thank you sir.

Mr . Chairman: Today, we will start consideration of the
following Motion moved on 7th June, 2003 by Mr. Shaukat Aziz. Minister
for Finance and Revenue. " The Senate may make recommendations, if
any, to the National Assembly on the Final:xce Bill 2003 containing Annual

Budget - statement under Article-73 of the Constitution". Before we go in



to that, I just go to the leave applications.
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The members, who want to participate in the consideration of the Bill,

may give . their  names to the Secretary and also give their

recommendati&xs , if any, by Wednesday, at the latest. Yes, ‘Ch.

Muhammad Anwer Bhinder Sahib.
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Now we adjourn for fifteen minutes and we will meet again ten minutes

to eleven. Thank vou.

[ At this stage the House was ad journed for fifteen minutes ]
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Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Myself and many of my colleagues, Naseer

Khansahib , Nelofar Bukhtiar and lot of other colleagues from various



parties, met the Honourable Members of the Opposition. They were in the
cafetaria. Also in the cafetaria was Ch. Shujat Hussain sahib. He came
from the National Assembly. Mr. Shaukat Aziz and Mr. Lalika was there.
We all requested them that they should come and participate in the Senate
Session and of course, we requested them for thg National Assembly
Session too.. But despite our best efforts sir, we could not succeed. We
held long talks but unfortunately, we have not been able to persuade
them to come. But I would say that we will continue our efforts because
we feel that the participation of the entire Parliament, is the necessary
element in the democratic process and we will keep trying but in the
mean time ,unfortunately, we have to proceed without them. So, some
Honourable Members have given their names, they would like to speak
today. I think we can do that.

Another suggestion, which has been given is that Mr. Asfand Yar
Wali is here, we can open the debate with him today because he is the
member who represents point of view, contrary to the Treasury Benches.
So, we are very happy, we are honoured .and I am sure, we will benefit
from him. But he has also shown sir that he 1s a true democrat. He believes
in democracy . Despite his principled differences, if ‘he feels like saying
something sir, he is here which means he believes in participating in the
democratic process. We honour him andrespect him for that.

So, sir as I said we tried, we failed, let's proceed and hope for the

best.
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and as it is not, I am not prepared to speak today, there are hell of, a lot

of things that I would want to say. Certainly I have my reservations on

the bill and the budget that has come and I will give you my name and I

will speak /nshallah within these next two days.

Mr. Chairman: We will welcome that. I think. we will have a
time constraint because the recommendations have to go to the National
Assembly, if any, within a certain time limit, therefore, we need to move
ahead. Much as you would like all of our associates to be here with us. I
think, as you mghtly said. the efforts should continue to move them back
because this is the first time that the Finance Bill has come to the Senate
and we must take advantage of this, and make argues. notes and give a
contribution befittingly . However, please do continue your efforts and I
think let's proceed in the mean time and I have a list here, so I think we
will go down by this. Mr. Asfandyar Wali Khan will, /nshallah, whenever
he wants to speak. he is welcome and because there is no other leader of
the Opposition, so, we will move with Mr. Mohim Khan Baloch. I think,
we should keep our speeches precise and limited in time so that more of
us can speak.All friends have a time constrain. I would request them to

avoid repetition. Thank you, Khan sahib.



DISCUSSION ON THE BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2003-04
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11% growth may be allowed on the grant amount of 2001 to 2002 which
has been fixed since then, along Rs.1.1 billion to government, which has
been intimated earlier. The next NFC award is finalized. The share of the
province may be worked (;ut 5.3, as per earlier award and the balance
difference of Rs.30 or 35 million may be paid to this province in 2003 - 2004

as special grant.

province may be paid royalty at 12.5 % < L’ 7 ¥ royalty ($/lc oslls L J!

of the market price of the gas instead of well head price paid to the PPS
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Thank you very much sir. _§ L(ﬂ L.o( consider
U Gl B LR b
Mr. Ilvas Ahmed Bilour: Sir. undoubtedly the House is one
sided. All the Treasury side members are sitting and I am sure that they
are not going to give any suggestion which will be included in the budget
or excluded from the budget because they have to follow......,
Mr. Nisar Ahmed Memon: Sir.

Mr. Chairman: Let him finish first.

Mr. Ilyas Ahmed Bilour: Excuse me, let me speak sir. let me
finish. Whether they give it or not, this is their own right. But my point
is that the Finance Ministér must be here or if the Finance Minister is not
available , Parliamentary Secretaries should be here. Who will note that?
You said that his colleagues are sitting here but colleagues cannot note
whatever the objections are if you suppose Nisar Sahib or somebody is
going to make. This is a budget session. he should sit in the budget

sesssion. This is my proposal. I will not speak tomorrow if he is not there.
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Thank you very much sir.
Mr. Chairman: Yes, Mr. Wasim Sajjad.
9 o s bz 0l (T Sz

I welcome Mr. Ilyas Bilour. He is a person who represents the Industry
and, of course. he is verv knowledgeable on economic affairs and we
would , very much. be looking forward to his comments on the budget,
which I am sure will be véry meaningful and I think they will help us in
improving whatever recommendations this House has to make. Now, as
far as the absence of the Finance Minister is concemed, as you -know SIT ,
he was here but he cannot be m two places at the same time. He has
some of his staff available here. They are‘btaking notes, I am here, Mr.
Naseer 1s here, there are three ministers sitting here, all of them are with
their eves and ears open, listening to all the suggestions and whatever
suggestions .are bemng " made . they are being noted down. He will be
making a winding up speech where he will be answering all the points
that are being raised or will be raised by any of the honourable members
in the House. Also sir, I would say that it is wrong assumption to say
that the members of the Treasury Benches will not be able to make any
suggestion or their suggestions will not be taken seriously. I think every
suggestion from any honourable member. and I would say notes of
members from the Opposition Benches will be taken very seriously. They
will be looked into. it will be examined and 1 can assure you sir, that the

Finance Minister will give a full consideration to everything and anything



which is reasonable, will be accepted and will form part of the final
budget which is recommended by this House. Thank you sir.

Mr. Chairman: All the points raised, as you have said, will be
passed on.

Mr. Muhammad Naseer Khan (Minister of Health): Sir, I
assure my honourable colleague that all his points are being taken down
here and Mr. Bilour can look what I have written.

Mr. Chairman: And these will be passed on to the Finance
Minister. Yes, Bilour Sahib. |

Mr. Hyas Ahmed Bilour: AleﬁO\x', when I will speak. I will
request the Finance Minister to be here.

Mr . Chairman: Wasim Sahib, I think, Finance Minister has to
share the time in a balanced manner.

Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Yes, I think the suggestion is very good,
you know any person who wants to make' the budget must listen to Mr.
Bilour. Why, sir not only that he is a very senior member of the House
but as President of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry, he represents
the Industry, he kno.ws the problems and whatever he says must be
taken verv seriously. So I will make an effort with the Finance Minister.
He should come and listen to Mr. Ilyas Bilour and also to Mr. Asfandyar
Wali Khan, when he is speaking in the House.

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Nisar Ahmed Memon and I assure, Memon

Sahib's comments will also be to your satisfaction, Bilour Sahib.
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One senior Joint Secretary is here to take notes. There are.......... .

Mr. Ilyas Ahmad Bilour: You recall: you can ask Mr .

Chairman.

(Interruption)
Mr. Wasim Sajjad: Yes, I am not favouring this man.
S P L P ok

there is a senior Joint Secretary sitting here. There are also his staff
members sitting here, there is also minister sitting here, they will be taking
notes and I have requested the Finance Minister to listen to the speech of
Mr. Ilyas Bilour. He .should personally be' present here and he has said
that if he gives us the schedule of his‘speech, when he is going to make it,
I am sure, the whole ‘couritry would like to listen to him. The press is here
and Finance Ministrer will be here. We all will be here and as long ‘as l;e
rtells us at what point of fime he is going to start his speech we will all be
sitting here to listen him. Thank vou sir.

Mr. Chaiﬁnan: Yes, Mrs. Tanvir Kl;alid
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Thank you very much. S ngKSy
Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Dr. Nighat Agha.
Dr. Nighat Agha: Mr. Chairman and fellow members, -thank
you very much for giving me this opportunity. This budget, as I find it, is

very progressive,balanced, flexible and flexibility is the main thing in this.

40



It can be adjusted within selective parameters according to the needs .
Another good thing about the budget is that it shov\".s continﬁity .of last
three and a half years. Already it was resilient, so I am hoping that this will
be even further resilient because we need resilience for. any progress. You
need resilience in the budget because it can meet <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>