SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENATE DEBATES

Monday, September 22, 2003

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall (Parliament House)
Islamabad , at thirty five minutes past seven in the evening, with Mr.-

Acting Chairman (M. Khalil-ur-Rehman) in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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Mr. Acting Chairman: Rabbani Sahib, you have been here and
I have been here for a long time,
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Mr. Acting Chairman: I have a better view
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You should have given the floor to Professor. Sahib.
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Mr. Acting Chairman: No. No. I hope it will be a very short
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Mian Raza Rabbani: Sir,otherwise alright, if vou don't want in
v that way. then he won't be able to speak.
Mr. Acting Chairman: That is not fair.
Mian Raza Rabbani: Of course, that is fair.
Mr. Acting Chairman: No. No. That is not fair.

Mian Raza Rabbani: You should have given the floor to

Professor Khurshid Sahib.

Mr. Acting Chairman: Whenever, I have been here , I gave

floor to the Opposition up to the hilt.

Mian Raza Rabbani: You may have given the floor to the



Opposition. We are talking about now, we are not talking about past
practices.
Mr. Acting Chairman: I have to run the House. It has to be
balanced
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Mian Raza Rabbani: You should have given the floor to
Professor Sahib. You are wasting the time like this.
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Mr. Acting Chairman: Iunderstana Lhat ‘
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Mr . Acting Chairman: Right, then we will look into it. You
should talk to Waseem Sajjad and let sort this out. Yes, Mrs Razina Alam.
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Mr. Acting Chairman: Any other point of order.
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Mr . Acting Chairman: You have made your point .
Unfortunately, the Minister is not here and I don't think anybody else is in
a position to answer it. We will put it up whenever he comes.
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We are getting on to item No.2. Ch. Muhammad Anwar Bhinder
may move for leave to ihtroduce the bill appearing at the serial 2. on the
order of the day.

INTRODUCTION OF THE BILL
{THE SUPREME COURT OF PAKISTAN( POWER TO REVIEW) BILL,
2003}

Ch.. Muhammad Anwar Bhinder : Sir, I beg to move, for
leave , to introduce a bill, to provide for the power of review by the
Supreme Court' of Pakistan, { the Supreme Court of Pakistan( power to
review) bill, 26()3 i
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stand deferred till the next time: "I'his takes us back to the motion. We now
come to the motion under Rule 194, such motion is:in the name of Babar
Khan Ghori at serial No.10 of the agenda. Please: move your motion Mr.
Ghori sahib.
MOTION UNDER RULE 194

RE: OVERALL PERFORMANCE OF P.T.V.

Mr . Babar Khan Ghori: 1 beg to move that the House may
discuss the overall performanc of Pakistan Television Corporation.

Mr. Acting Chairmaﬁ . Minister is not here, who will answer -
that?
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Sir, if you allow because you'aré the Chairman. If you want to proceed this
way, the House can discuss it, then we can take‘ it up aﬁd we ‘can .‘s‘end

the recommendations to the Ministery. Sir, it is up to you. :

Mr . Acting Chairman: Things are like that we are in a
~ »
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cul-de-sac.

Ch. Muhammad Anwar Bhinder: Sir actually the position so
far as motion 194 is concerned, that is already discussed.

Mr. Acting Chairman: So, lets discuss it anyhow. Wétch it out
when the Minister comes, he can reply.

Ch. Muhammad Anwar Bhinder: The honourable Minister
has said that he has no objection if it is discuséed.

Mr. Acting Chairman: Lets discuss it, he can come back with
an answer or something like it. Yes Mr. Babar Ghori.
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Mr. Acting Chairman: Mr. Waqar Ahmad Khan.

Mr. Waqgar Ahmad Khan: Thank you Mr. Chairman..

Mr. Acting Chairman: I épologise, the light is too bright and I
could not really see your hand earlier.

" Mr. Waqar Ahmad Khan: No problem sir. Thank you very
much for gi\fing me the opportunity. I :uh thankful to  the honéurable
Senator Mr. Ghori for raising the point about the PTV perfoﬁnanceA
Basically I did catch up this issue last week, during the question that
raised to the Information Minister and I did find the adequacy that he had
in answering those qﬁestions. It would have been much better if the
Minister tfor Infommtion' would have been here to respond and give a
proper reference to the points that have been raised here.

What we are talking today is the performance and credibility of
the: PTV. PTV has the 24 hours transmission, which gives its audience
different types of entertainment. It -caters to the children, as well as th¢
household ladies It also cateré to all - the génders during the prime tixﬁe.
Basically, it is-a source of information, news and current affairs.M_\"
honourable 'Senators were raising the pointv that thfe “flow of information
from PTV is rot eredible enough ‘and‘ is not being scrutinized properly .
Here, I have two question.‘s,'r one, who is doing the editil;g process? Is

there an editorial board that monitors the flow of news? The second
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quesﬁon would be the same fo;' the programming. Is there a programming
board? Are they m conﬁol o; is the Ministry of Information in control of
the information?

Now , television is basically a means of commuﬁication. It is
bridging the gap between audience , locally and internationally . We have
raised the question about the performance of PTV overseas and locally
but we are failing to understandv the basic concept that if this media 1s not
used properly, whatever information it is processing, whatever informatior;
it is tuming out, is not hélping. It is not ;eaching out and touching the
people. We need to cater for our:audiance, what are they looking for, what
are tiwey hungry for, what do they need to see and what do they need to
watch? We have a former Minister for Information here and I hope, he will
come out with his opinion on this matter because while he was there, 1
think we had a better PTV governance.

The basic point'that I would like to raise is, if there is no board,
there should be one constituted. The flow of Fhe PTV programmes should »
b;e done by professional , indepéndent bqarsi members , not by the;
Ministry of Information who are there to project themsc;lves. I was totally
dismayed at the performance of the Ministry, the ‘:other da'v aﬁd I was
given all sorts of assurances on the floor here that we will come to you or
vou come to us for a cup of tea but the Leader of the House also said that
since this matter has been raised on the floor of the Hous;:, thlb tshould be
answered on the floor of the House. The Minister gave an assurance,

"We will give proper representation and make sure that all the facts are

29



represented accordinglzj'. "However, \vhe{l I watched the news at 9 O'clock ;
I was disappointed. There ‘was no mention of the Question Hour and no
mention of the questions raised during the process of the Senate, whereas
whatever the minister said was being telecasted . Are we here for the
self-projection of the ministers? Or . we are here to let the people of
Pakistan know what points ‘their legislators are raising? What are they
talking about? Are they representing the "people of Pakistan? Are they
representing their interests? Are we ‘talking for thé benefit of the people of
Pakistan? Or, we are just representing what the Ministry of Information is
to present. I don't want to get too criti;:al because the gertleman is not
here to respond to my query. I will raise this point as a privilege, ‘the day
he is here. I know he is out. So, it is not sensible on my part to raise this
point today. However, I think. to ensure the quality of programming , to
restore its credibility, to make it competitive with other channels such as
the Indian channels or the local channels that we have., we have to
re-think about the programming . We have to introduce better programmes .
We have to make sure that we cater for all the genders and all the age
groups that we have in our country . The flow of news has {0 be
appropriate. We have to ensure that it is not Just propaganda but a proper
tlow of information. Thank vou, Mr. Chaﬁﬁan.

Mr. Acting Chairman: Thank vou very much. Mushahid sahib
would you like the Chair to invite you on -the subject because you seem

to be acquainted. : e



Mr . Mushahid Hussain Sayed: I am sorry, sir, for the last
two weeks I was deprived of the pleasure of watching PTV as I was out of
the country. So, it will be unfair for me to comment on that.

Mr. Acting Chairman: Is that the only reason? I think this
discussion has become very hot. Minister is not here himself énd there are
very pertinent points which have been raised, so much so that Mr.
Mushahid Hussain does not want even to comment on the subject. I
would like to defer this motion for further discussion in the future.

Mr. Babar Khan Ghori: Idon't mind.

Mr. Acting Chairman: You don't mind?

Mr. Babar Khan Ghort: Yes sir, I don't mind.

Mr. Acting Chairman: Alright. Then we move on to item 11.
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Mr. Acting ;Chairnnan::‘_h is a c_ie'r/m’)fcgatic‘ state and it is a very
ideal moment unless everybody magganimously says that 'yes'.

Mr. Babar Khan Ghari: Yes, Sir.

Dr. Khalid Ranjha: Sir, there has been a lot of discussion on
televisiqr;, Before .you defer it becaus¢ the Minister 1s not here. I think, it
is very unfair if what has been said today i; not adequately projected
through the tclevision. I would request the Chair to please take good of
the fact and I am sure that this institutiq_n _projects all what has been said
today, so that it should have a corrective eff ect on the inst_itutions.'

Mr. Acting Chairman: Ranjha Sahib Al arssure you that the
Chair says that it will be taken up again and evervthing will be on the
record which we would put forward to him and a further debate.is needed
and that is the reason I have deferred ‘it. So, \vhat is thevconsensus of the
House. :

because of her item. (J! uff LA ?( 03 2’5 )

Mr. Tariq Azim Khan: Mr. Chéiﬁnan.:vér_v Shortm person.

: ~Lunf 97:}57‘&5';3) ums

_Q.JJ)Jd/hght )/c.— «..w"‘u Lj'/.:;’.f‘(ﬂ'(b el

Mr. Tariq AZlm Khan: Sir, can f sa) a few \\ords?

Mr. Actmg Chamnan: About?

M About the PTV.

_ Mr. Acting Chairman: No, I have deferred it.
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Mr. Acting Chairman: No, No. I have deferred it. :
U% 5% L‘/ move ,, & permission d ~1T Al g
that the House may discuss the education policy of the government, not
for the discussion today but I want just to move it so that it may be
: consideréd moved. Discussion méy take place at any other time.
MOTION UNDER RULE 194
1) RE: EDUCATION POLICY OF THE GOVERNMENT.

Mr. Acting Chairman: Item No.1l stands in the name of Mrs.
Tanvir Khalid. Please move your motion.

Mrs. Tanvir Khalid: Thank you. so much. I would like to move,
with your permission that the House may discuss the educational policy
of the government. Education policy is the correct word and I just wroter "
education policy" . Probably this has been misprinted. So, I have
presented, should it be discussed right now or is it for the next time?

Mr. Acting Chairman: Would you like to defer it for a while?

Mrs. Tanvir Khalid: No, No I axhhvery kéen to present it.

Minister o (f ¢l - a— A L1 F* z“zé,’,u:,;-; (6 (15‘ <l
L

U $ e L}L’/c_/— educatlonpohcy S - G ,dli /}” ~

in detail I have studied. I appreciate it. y & (& Jl el o‘ﬁ ub’ L ,( g

JJU!O a.db il 2 fuulijla_.uu/ﬂ‘ff,ufw
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L ubfg - ETY PR P S B S F,‘Jw Sttades >
W d_—ur‘lu: J! 42! he called the education confereﬁc_e in 1947. w9
"You know . that the importance of education and the right type of
education can be over emphasized. There is no doubt that the future of
our state will and must greatly depend upon the type of education we give
to our children and the way in which we bring them up as future citizens
of Pakistan. Education does not merely mean academic education. There
1s an immediate and ® urgent need for giving scientific and technical
education to our people in order to build up our future economic life and
to see that our people take to science---
. .
$ < thesis Qessay‘d[::d/gﬂb"‘be.«b{
___‘g,sayingd}":ugf Q/erl Iﬁ':g,dl&/“).‘“/"/
trade and particularly well planned industry . We should not forget that
we have to compete with the world, which is going very fast and we have
to build up the character of our future generation . We should try by
sound education  to instil in them the sense of honour . mntegrity ,
responsibility and selfless service to the nation".
/L"c‘.—(f?’éﬂﬂwd'_détﬁ _c‘,g'(j)":u!c‘__ “quote":Jﬁﬁ,«’b"
&b o2 _d'/ appreciate )ru'l 4l wf ‘LL;//" Lj../ﬁf follow ’(U" J)’
emphasize 2 (J1 the type of education .I:L/ L6 L r”f £ el o ‘f
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education, economy and defence
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Dr. Nighat Agha: Point of order.

Mr. Acting Chairman; Yes.
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Senate, would  like to have a.;.bﬁefing from the . worthy Minister and we
would be very much,,delighted. A_ctually{, it “is a national issue and on this,
he should ‘address us, so that we may know the actual facts and figures.
‘We may, ‘know what is the position, what \is the government's -stand and
we would welcome. that. sl
/d’ib&@f%j/’; o JU?;J}.‘ZK(’S’FGVV
what is the suitable date so that we can send people. : J.J / coordinate
k7 (5 I I $af
e §F G LB 6 e
S e minister ¥, 03¢ < briefing (s d/f Al
! groups L}":U“-ul Ebﬁb&gf/(uﬂtgu:;c‘._ Jd‘ u".«LJd‘»/
(f""l e (f a) ‘JU' (§* conference A’d[‘-‘..(' < L7 sl «slo minister
Lo S o g Sl u‘df/{. ! uﬁ/uﬂj e S e
_u“’fﬁf ‘?‘T # ‘L next sitting
during the 03 J J 5 (- request $ L2 (b ﬁﬁ. -l
S L ynisgr el o oo £ e
31 W"Z_ honourable member = :5& /,? b £l s..«BT bz
S this is the forum ,(!,j'/ Lb 17 4—/’}! Jot g d&" &~ y ‘Q’" !(group-s
(' National Assembly ¥ < L:{. g uﬁf S &b el fe

.

s through a motion, a resolution was moved that a committee be formed

through a resolution it is moved that a committee of the S~ < 5 ‘JL,? Iz

o

Senate bé also formed to look mto the political aspects of the water issue.

Mr. Acting Chairman: - That brings us to end of the day.
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ii) RE: SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF SENATE ONWTO .

Gh Mihatirind Awwar Bhnder St Before s, 1 would
very humbly seek yoﬁ indulgence. Item No. 19 is also  very important
issue and that concerns the whole of the country aboﬁt WTO . Sir, it
would not be an exaggeration that this matter concerns the whole of the
nation and in the coming year, the industrial sector and the economy .of
the country. I would very humbly seek your indulgence that I may be
allowed to move this resolution. This is only about the formation of the
committee . This Senate wants to contribute with our suggestions about
the WTO.We are cognizant of the fact that the honourable Minister is
taking very keen interest in it. He is very particular about it. He is making
very hard efforts and they need to have also constituted a task force but
sir, we want to contribute and we want thal our suggestions may be
helpful to the task force and the government. For that matter sir, T very
humbly submit that I beg to move :-

"This House recommends that a Special Committee of the ‘Senate
consisting of the following members be constituted with a term of
reference to éuggest the ways and means to face the challenges of W.T.O
. coming into fbrce in 2005 and submit its report to the Senate within 2
months":-

1. Mr. Abdul Hafeez Sheikh, Chairman

2. Prof. Khurshid Ahmed, = . Member
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3. Mr. Mushahid Hussain Syed,

4. Mr. Ishaq Dar,

5. Mr. Nisar Ahmed Memon,

6. Dr. Muhamm;id Akbar Khawaja,
7. Lt.Gen.(R) Javed Asharf Qazi,

8. Syed Dilawar Abbas,

.9. Mr. Muhammad Azam Khan Swati,

10. Anisa Zaib Tahirkheli,
11. Mr. Waqar Ahmed Khan,
12. Mr. Ilyas Ahmed Bilour,
13. Dr. Shahzad Wasim,

and the mover.
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Mr.Aéting Chairman: But it would only look fair to put those
names. It is up to then.] if they do not want to take part but that will show
tﬁeir trend anyhow.But I am sure they .will participate . I think it 1s of
sufficient national importance and I think they ;vill join. Can we let
Education Minister?

el d!( Sir, we don't have a gender balance JU’ c,g.j //“!

e
o L B b L (e

ce
Mrs. ZuBaida Jalal: Actually women are affected.
o e 3 KL T A ,d,“,éz.rw' {fl? k7
& d. ye ('t

%

£34. A | Ithink it should be item wise ;‘f L2 UU :"L.f 6.._4‘:‘.7
_u:“'gi,tgg(put [J'/LHouseng
Mr. Acting Chairman : It is with the sense of the House,I
think the House generally agreed, I am sure you agree.
Mr. Ayaz Khan Mandokhel: Nobody ask for that sir atleast I
am not agree. 4
Ao §- i 3 Sizero A LR (0 FE e
Mr . Humayon Akhtar Khan ( Minister for Trade and
Commerce ) : Mr. Chairman, as you know the WTO was first negotiated

in 1986 and the negotiations were ongoing for about 8 wyears, which
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resulted in the WTO agreement on Ist January 2005. It is composed of a
number of éér;eenierits and rules. There are agreements on ax'gricmmre 5
texﬁle; indusﬁ-igl goods, strips trims, about 14 or so agreements. Pakistan
1s a foundihg member of the WTO and prior to that Pakistan was a
founding member of KAT, which was formed in 1948 at which there were
only 23 countries. So Pakistan is not new in multilaterial trade. It has
always been there.

Under the existing WTO that exists toda)", the textile quotas will
be removed on Ist January. 2005. Since 2001, there has been a new
negotiations round going on which is generally called the Doha
Development Agenda Round in which there are 7 areas of negotiations .
Primary interest of Pakistan are the negotiations on agriculture, on non
agricultural market access, services, rules, implementation issues, special
indifference 1n treatment , trade and environmeﬁt and there are issues
which are known as Singa_pore issues , which are not part of negotiation.;
but as vou might know that in Kankon, the developed nations tried to
bring them in by force and that became the very basis on which the
Kankon round collapsed.

The government has a WTO wing in Ministry of Commerce, we
have fullfledge vmission in Geneva. In all negotiating issues, we interact
with other ministries, we interact with stake holders. The Prime Minister
has been very kind to form a 'WTO task force of the Parliament of Pakistan
. which includes Senators. We think it is an important enough issue to

have a permanent interaction with the Parliament of Pakistan, which
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includes both' the National Assembly and the Senate. In the committee
that we have. formed, we have given representation to all the regions, to all
the sectors of the economy, to all the political parties, whether they are
coalition parties or. opposition parties. If the mover of the bill , the
honourable Senator thinks that bef/ond that the Senate would like to
contn'bute., although. I suggested to him that the Senate can contribute
also through the Commerce Committ.ee when it's subsequently‘ formed . It
has been formed in the National Assembly but if the mover still insists
that the Senate would like to contribute, I have absolutely no objection. I
would - welcome the contribution to these ongoing negotiations by the
~ honourable Senators. Thank you.

Mr. Acting Chairman : Since the motion is not opposed. Now
I put the resolution before the House.

Ch . Muhammad Anwar Bhinder has» moved that this House
selects and recommends a special committee of the Senate consisting of
the following members . It 1ﬁa_v please be c’onst@tgted with the term ol
reference to suggest the ways and means to face the challanges of WTO,

coming into force in 2005 and submit its report to the Senate within two

months. :
Mr. Abdl.ll Hafeez Sheikh, Chairman,
VProf . Khurshid Ahmed, - | Member, :
Mr. Mushahid Hussain Sved, Merpber,
Mr Muhanunéd Ishaq Dar, Mémber,
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Mr. Nisar Ahmed Memon, Member,

Dr. Muhammad Akbar Khawaja, Member,
Lt. Gen. (Rtd.) Javed Ashraf, Member,
Syed Dilawer Abbas, Member,
Mr. Muhammad Azam Khan Swati,  Member,
Miss Anisa Zeb Tahirkheli, Member,
Mr.-Wagar Ahmed Khan, Member,
Mr. Ilyas Ahmad Bilour, Member,
Mr. Naseer Mengal, Member

and the mover.

Mr. Humayon Akhtar Khan : As I had agreed with the mover
that the life of this committee will be till the submission of the report, so if
you could put some time period and then as the mover has agréed, the
committee will cease to exist gfter that.

_anu‘,?::u:/.-’g(l&fpl?gbq

Mr. Humayon Akhtar Khan : No sir, so the report
submission will be in two months after which the committee will cease to
exist.

Mr. Acting Chairman : Yes.
rle u‘f‘ﬂ/ ‘oo S e sl A5 A s & $ag

B Fas A sl
Fu}' <13 members d_th J)l:;df/gr@"f@ b’«L{

7 (f I NS4k
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Mr. Acting Chairman : You have said so far that I can't write

and I can't announce. Can I have it please in writing.
Ch. Muhammad Anwar Bhinder : Sir, Mr. Naseer Mangal
_Lﬁp/g‘:’"o:u’-xd;}.ﬁﬂz’f’ﬁ'gb{
Ch. Muhammad Anwar Bhinder : Abbas Kumaili, Sir,
Mr. Acting Chairman : Abbas Kumaili, member.

Ch . Muhammad Anwar Bhinder: Roshan Khursheed ,
member, Dr. Shehzad Waseem, member.

Dr. Khalid Ranjha : I would like to know if the members
named here , have been consulted and their consent been taken? You
can't impose on somebody who does not want to be there. The House
wants to know . that these members have been consulted and they have
okayed it? It is perfectly alright but if they had not been consulted , I
would like you to reconsider the names and consult them sir, please.
before they are coopted so that they have full contribution.

Mr. Acting Chairman: We are in the Treasury benches, I hope
_So do you have to say something to it? Members have been consulted?

Ch. Muhammad Anwar Bhinder : Sir, my humble submission
is , that whenever a committee is constituted , whenever a committee 1s
recommended , that is recommended by the mover and if any member has
any objection that he does not want to serve, he will not serve. He will
bay that I don't want to serve.

Mr. Acting Chairman: Basically this question has come up for
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the first .time, I have heard it, I haven't heard it before. The Committee is
settled now. Now, I put the resolution before the House. .
(The Resolution was adopted )
Mr . Acting Chairman: : Since we have come to the end of the

day , this House stands adjourned to meet again on Wednesday 24th

September, 2003 at 10.30.a.m.

[Then the House was ad journed to meet again on Wednesday 24th

September, 2003 at 10.30.a.m. ]
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