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SENATE OF PAKISTAN
SENATE DEBATES

Tuesday, the January 20, 2026
The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall (Parliament House) Islamabad
at thirty six minutes past twelve in the noon with Mr. Chairman (Syed Yousaf Raza
Gilani) in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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Mr. Chairman: | have to make one announcement.

(Followed by ....T-02)
T02-20Jan2026 Mariam Arshad/Ed:Shakeel 12:40 p.m.

Mr. Chairman: (Continued...) | have to make one announcement; the House

welcomes the students and faculty members of the Muslim Group of Schools and

Colleges Multan, who are seated in the visitor’s gallery.



Ruling of the Chair relating to the declaration of the Leader of the Opposition in
the Senate

Mr. Chairman: | want to give a ruling before proceeding further; | considered
it necessary to place on record the legal and procedural background relating to the
declaration of the Leader of the Opposition in the Senate.

1. Rule 16 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the
Senate, 2012, mandates that the Chairman Senate shall declare as
Leader of the Opposition the Member who commands the support of
the majority of the Members in opposition.

2. Following the disqualification of former Senator Syed Shibli Faraz by
the Election Commission of Pakistan vide Notification dated 05"
August, 2025, and the consequential Notification of the Senate
Secretariat dated 08" August, 2025, the office of the Leader of the
Opposition stood vacated. The said Notifications were challenged
before the Honourable Peshawar High Court, which issued restraining
orders prohibiting further action in the matter.

3. In view of the pendency of judicial proceedings, the matter remained
under consideration of the Senate Secretariat for legal examination
and procedural guidance, in accordance with established
parliamentary practice and constitutional discipline, so as to ensure
that no step was taken which might conflict with, or render
infructuous, the proceedings before the Honorable Court.

4. | am now informed that no restraint order or legal impediment
subsists in the matter. The earlier deferment was, therefore, purely
procedural, occasioned by institutional prudence, due deference to

judicial authority, and strict adherence to the rule of law.
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5. There being no legal bar, | now proceed in accordance with the Rules
of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Senate, 2012 and hereby
declare Senator Raja Nasir Abbas as the Leader of the Opposition in
the Senate, having secured the support of twenty-two (22) Members
out of thirty-two (32) Members on the opposition benches.

6. The Secretariat is directed to issue the formal Notification accordingly.
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Mr. Chairman: Please order in the House. | will request the Parliamentary

leaders present in the House to assist the Leader of the Opposition on his seat.
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Mr. Chairman: Minister for Law. Please order in the House.

Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar (Federal Minister of Law and Justice)
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Mr. Chairman: Yes please, move.

Motion under Rule 263 moved by Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar regarding

dispensation of Rules

Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar: It is moved under Rule 263 of Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Senate 2012 that the requirement of
Rule 41 of the said rules regarding Question Hour be dispensed with for today's
sitting of the Senate and the questions and their printed replies be treated as laid
on the Table sir.

Mr. Chairman: |, now put the motion as moved to the House.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The motion is carried and the Question Hour of today’s sitting
is suspended. The questions and their printed replies are treated as laid on the
Table.

Leave of Absence

Mr. Chairman: Senator Khalida Ateeb has requested for the grant of leave
for 16" January 2026 during the current session due to personal engagements. Is
leave granted?

(Leave was granted)



Mr. Chairman: Senator Poonjo Bheel has requested for the grant of leave for
16" January 2026 during the current session due to personal engagements. Is
leave granted?

(Leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Senator Saleem Mandviwalla has requested for the grant of
leave for 16™ and 20™ to 26™ January during the recent session due to a visit
abroad. Is leave granted?

(Leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Senator Farooq Hamid Naek has requested for the grant of
leave for 19™ to 20™ January 2026 during the current session due to personal
engagements. Is leave granted?

(Leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Senator Mohammad Ishaqg Dar has requested for the grant of
leave for 16™ January 2026 during the current session due to official engagement.
Is leave granted?

(Leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Yes, please, Law Minister.
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Mr. Chairman: O.K. Order No. 4.



Laying of the Nursing and Midwifery Council Ordinance, 2025 (Ordinance No. IX
of 2025)

Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar: Sir, |, on behalf of the Minister for National

Health Services Regulations and Coordination, lay before the Senate of Pakistan
the Nursing and Midwifery Council Ordinance, 2025 (Ordinance No. IX of 2025), as
required by Clause (2) of Article 89 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan.

Mr. Chairman: The Ordinance stands laid. It is for the information of the
House that this Ordinance has already been laid in the National Assembly on 16"
January 2026. Now it has been laid in the Senate for information. Order No. 5.

Motion under Rule 263 moved for dispensation of Rules

Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar: Sir, please, on behalf of the Minister for
Commerce, | move under Rule 263 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of
Business in the Senate 2012, that the requirements of Rule 120 of the said rules
regarding the notice period be dispensed with in order to take into consideration
at once the Bills at Order Nos. 6 to 9 as passed by the National Assembly.

Mr. Chairman: | now put the motion before the House.

(The motion was carried)
Mr. Chairman: The motion is carried. Order No. 6, Minister in charge.

Consideration and Passage of [The Export Development Fund (Amendment) Bill,

2026]
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Sir, on behalf of the Minister for Commerce, | move that the bill further to

amend the Export Development Fund Act 1999 [The Export Development Fund



(Amendment) Bill, 2026], as passed by the National Assembly, be taken into
consideration at once.

Mr. Chairman: Is it opposed?
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Mr. Chairman: Now, | put the motion to the House.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The motion is adopted. There is no amendment in Clause 2
and 8, so | will put these clauses before the House as one question. The question is
that Clause 2 to 8 do form part of the Bill.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Clauses 2 to 8 stand part of the Bill. We may now take up
Clause 1, the Preamble, and the Title of the Bill. The question is that Clause 1, the
Preamble and the Title, do stand part of the Bill.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Clause 1, the Preamble and the Title, stands as part of the
Bill. Order No. 7.

Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar: Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Commerce, |
move that the Bill further to amend the Export Development Fund Act 1999 [The
Export Development Fund (Amendment) Bill, 2026], be passed.

Mr. Chairman: Now, | put the motion to the House.

(The motion was carried)
Mr. Chairman: The motion is adopted and the Bill stands passed

unanimously. Order No. 8.



Consideration and Passage of [The National Tariff Commission (Amendment)

Bill, 2026]

Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar: Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Commerce, |

wish to move that the bill to amend the National Tariff Commission Act 2015 [The
National Tariff Commission (Amendment) Bill, 2026], as passed by the National
Assembly, be taken into consideration at once.

Mr. Chairman: Should it be referred to the Committee?

Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar: No, sir, there is only one amendment. The
number was changed from 5 to 7 to meet requirements.

Mr. Chairman: Now, | put the motion to the House.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The motion is adopted. There is no amendment in Clauses 2
to 4, so | put those clauses before the House as one question. The question is that
clauses 2 to 4 do form part of the Bill?

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Clauses 2 to 4 stand as part of the Bill. We may now take up
Clause 1, the Preamble and the Title of the Bill. The question is that Clause 1, the
Preamble and the Title, do stand part of the Bill.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Clause 1, the Preamble and the Title, stands as part of the
Bill.

Order No. 9.

Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar: Sir, | wish to move on behalf of the Minister of
Commerce that the bill to amend the National Tariff Commission Act 2015 [The
National Tariff Commission (Amendment) Bill, 2026, be passed.

Mr. Chairman: Now, | put the motion to the House.
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(The motion was carried)
Mr. Chairman: The motion is adopted and the Bill stands passed

unanimously. Order No. 10. Now, Law Minister?

gL Ly oo BB

Mr. Chairman: Has he come back from prayer?
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Mr. Chairman: Yes, Minister for Law.



Response by Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar, Minister of Law to the Point of Public

Importance raised by Senator Kamran Murtaza regarding admission quota for

students belonging to Balochistan in various universities of Punjab
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Point of Public Importance raised by Senator Syed Ali Zafar regarding illegal
cutting of trees in Islamabad
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Response by Dr. Tariq Fazal Chaudhary, Federal Minister for Parliamentary Affairs
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Points of Public Importance raised by Senator Atta-ur-Rehman regarding: (i)

non-payment of compensation to the residents of Dobair, District Kohistan; and

(ii) non-provision of shelter to the IDPs of District Khyber
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Now, the floor is yours.
Maiden Speech of Senator Raja Nasir Abbas after beig declared as Leader of the

Opposition
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Mr. Presiding Officer: Thank you. The proceeding of the House is adjourned

to meet again on Friday, the 23" January, 2026 at 10:30 a.m.

[The House was adjourned to meet again on Friday, the 23" January, 2026 at 10:30
a.m.]
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