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SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENATE DEBATES
Friday, the February 27, 2026
The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall (Parliament House) Islamabad
at forty minutes past ten in the morning with Mr. Chairman (Senator Yousaf Raza

Gilani ) in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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Mr. Chairman: There are no Ministers. Inform that the Ministers should be

present. In the meanwhile we will go to the next item. Is any leave of absence?

Leave of Absence

Mr. Chairman: Senator Liagat Khan Tarakai has requested for the grant of

leave for the whole current session due to illness. Is leave granted?

(Leave was granted)
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Mr. Chairman: Senator Asad Qasim has requested for the grant of leave for
24 February, 2026 during the current session due to personal engagements. Is
leave granted?

(Leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Senator Saadia Abbasi Sahiba has requested for the grant of
leave for 24" February, 2026 during the current session due to personal
engagements. Is leave granted?

(Leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Senator Atta Ul Haqg has requested for the grant of leave for
23" February, 2026 during the current session due to personal engagements. Is
leave granted?

(Leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Senator Jan Muhammad has requested for the grant of leave
for 23" February, 2026 during the current session due to personal engagements. Is
leave granted?

(Leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Senator Ahmed Khan has requested for the grant of leave for
23 and 24™ February, 2026 during the current session due to personal
engagements. Is leave granted?

(Leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Senator Anusha Rahman Ahmad Khan Sahiba has requested
for the grant of leave for 23" and 24" February, 2026 during the current session
due to personal engagements. Is leave granted?

(Leave was granted)



Mr. Chairman: Senator Dr. Zarga Suharwardy Taimur has requested for the
grant of leave for 23" February, 2026 during the current session due to illness. Is
leave granted?

(Leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Senator Rana Mahmood ul Hassan has requested for the
grant of leave for 19" to 23" January during the 357" Session and 2", 3" 6™ and
13™ February, 2026 during the 358" Session and 24" February, 2026 during the
current session due to personal engagements. Is leave granted?

(Leave was granted)

Questions and Answers

Mr. Chairman: Ministers have arrived. Minister for Parliamentary Affairs, are
you ready? OK. Question No. 23, Senator Abdul Shakoor Khan Sahib. Answer taken
as read.

(Q. No. 23)
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Mr. Chairman: It is a collective responsibility of the Cabinet that any Minister

can answer. Thank you.
fresh notice is required, then there is no need to ask anothercf.LJlfg;ﬂg’é_(«g?

question. Please take your seat. Followed by T02]

T02-27Feb2026 Ali/Ed: Waqas 10:50 am
fresh notice is required, then there éiu’fguﬂ_ﬂ_ﬁo( ..... Sl g A

is no need to ask another question, Please take your seats. Question No.24,

Senator Abdul Shakoor Khan Sahib.
247 o Py
Mr. Chairman: Taken as read.
(Q.No.24)
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(Q.No.25)
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you, at least you are satisfied. Question No. 27,

Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood.
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Mr. Chairman: Taken as read.

(Q.No.27)
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Question No. 28, Senator Muhammad Talha

Mahmood Sahib.
(Q.No.28)
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Mr. Chairman: Ok. Fresh notice required for that. Leader of the Opposition,

do you want to ask a question? OKk.
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Mr. Chairman: Minister in charge. Please turn on the mic.
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Mr. Chairman: Minister in charge, Minister for energy.
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Lu’if‘au%gf!transmission Iine?+m|oad increasek u/iu"ulf’z.,m.,?l/u s L2
/;l.:ng. U b,!_f?’fufcater for # beyond load < load /6 s sl < t¢Tvoltage drop 4/
fbuf ¥line JSOO kv S B« 220 kv L 132 kv # transmission lines /& Ju C?/LZ option

economic @iéiload Luptransmission Iines[u_f’_ffeediareaJiuin;voltage drop
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J!L(uﬂwf“/u’g&@R/afttransmission lines Juﬂ-u?uvfug}access to powere ulde J1-tT
IS4 IR 515U E S S aE g weh o ekl Simport 5 = gL
Jisdevelopment J@gmimauﬁ U= R/J!R/critical grids £ x5 Uz Ut ZTinstances
chance :,W/J!R/iindustrial areaZ st x fgwater issues& Ul kdesalination plants &
-c,:wﬁ&/reliable power g’.Lu’luj/@unit:@upmé’.fproperly expand st
coal-fired §300 MW &fies L CPEC&E s st T (f o8 Asystem 2, 1 L2
-blgfL4;!irateL&Julﬁfg/_,/gmw overcapacity ugjc,;cuf)ffufauﬁéfu?tﬁpla nt
critical economic development Ju!ﬁiimfgload assesswvégc;lgﬁlé_ﬁ:};wu‘il
100 percent reliability battery energy =% 1/ .« 40 to 50 MW Q/’f “i £ grids
supplyugfareaJ!L/;!KQALstorage system and a second-hand low cost generator
100% u!fdg&,zd/'/v;légrid cofinled g UF Il ce gt T system L LS
-%uf.ng JJ&J?’,-&miIestone!}.:ﬁnﬁé@fﬁgng/fprovidedvilm;tﬁ Jireliable energy
e L6 power il d s JF § develop d"/imf/conspiracy theories ug;/iaf/)
with Prime Minister’s instructions, by February and .= » & uﬁ"@/bgulﬁg-‘?%ufactor

March of next year Gwadar will have even more reliable power than Lahore,
Karachi and Faisalabad. So | can assure the House of that.

Mr. Chairman: Last question.
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- - ui‘”é{ f«’u&); IPP » -« f energy cost Juw & cost u’{ Jtransmission lines
Gt PPs A e f 2l §IPPs— wf _T5< tF depend

Lol b e I AT R
(=bolsn)
furnace f’IPPsi:/)!gngtfuﬁ}ogw&fuﬁ‘ exact (b 1t E bz g ut&jlw’}ub/

-ug&fﬂy’ |PPsvT{.Jl‘@costsJ@JwLﬁi;ﬂPPs and diesel generation

Mr. Chairman: Fresh notice required.

Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari: yes, sir. Thank you.
%Jnajjﬁﬁu:’uw‘f* S Ulecmsabr 2 £l (J%;w,._sf,y) VLl
?.7_414/2,?4,;6.}94w,_‘4 u.?;a/;/ufq‘c‘_gna/)/@!?/uﬂdgc‘_/g;;uﬁ}uﬁu
u"’m/,t%,,&j%.{ﬂ,uq jm)fug“:’_(g?,fu/:‘. ?K%Jvuf‘duu;lﬁ‘f“aéicﬁ;unlimited
4= 8000MW Q/"J ufu!/“!..@dwévlﬂ}%tg gu:f_w.ua. U« €solar energyu‘L;q,G’L‘v’ P A
$solar energy $si 7 . upufu}fﬂ-@%/ﬁ,g;energy 2 5L windsl gt s f < solar
JF usf 3 Swind energy 4u9)-nguﬁ}u;{J}’Jsolar(?-ug‘auf.;l'ﬁufu‘%g}&"!a/;/’

Ll

i o

u’;d!’/,‘y.,t», Ku)f;g cgf&}/?u’iufgfgc‘,issuem.:g, JO :d/l:’JuL;le»:uu/
uﬁ‘giavcgﬁffd"gubgkwﬁmuu@ b 3 b S solar energy-c‘,Jagé_guuﬁﬁjg!

28000 & d = ST F A o & F aggressive program implement e 41 £ otz
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u,{ﬂr_,?;d/‘ﬁ-@ i %fsolarizei_,/u!éconnected FLE gridsas gtz ftube wells
¥ return Kgﬁc,d/investment J?Lu */1%5@}7-4.525&8 u"{iﬂ,«:ﬁiugwlﬁfﬁ‘ Kass
4;|Lo»f&/¢*/ugzugz?“¢@ufu;f$olar parks-€x uf&/ﬂga.f;UV?Lug/'Jf{Lu’ﬁg
-c,Jn d‘gi'/;gLbusinesstrocurementglaxﬁgulﬂgfuilzclearIy !}.f.;fuf-w’ﬂfﬁﬁ
M&]qu.,.,iw‘ﬁq.nyTBCM achieve 2_.; & competitive marketLﬂ&u;@/c.@T
bulk u”/u%gef+,wgui‘§;¢fufy4;!£,scale d’fujg4;!£,utility scale g;&&
ﬁ@léﬁicompetitive supplierses 5n s J&iidistribution companygﬁgibuyer
é?u"’/c.Twimarketﬁw’f_gnufugtéiuﬁ‘u:‘ué_ (7 £ 4 €capacity payment/?;!LJ?&Q,/:/'
wdiesel L » furnace oil L5 Ussolar, wind, battery energy storage systems <l
procurement JJ'automatichnu’zuﬁ‘LMﬁG/:..fwirrespective of any technology

ST p4grid

Mr. Chairman: Please order in the House. Senator Mashal Azam shaiba,
Q.No.31.
Senator Mashal Azam: Mr. Chairman! Thank you very much.

Mr. Chairman: Three questions have been asked.
‘Z,uj/lgu@g
(ool an)

_E,.Tu.?;g'}?l/ui/_c‘,'n &)LM&’LU!’;’ u://f.?'ub
(eklan)
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Mr. Chairman: You stick to your question.
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(Q.No.31)

Mr. Chairman: Any supplementary?
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Question No.30. answer taken as read.

(Q.No.30)
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| have given the floor to the Leader of the Opposition.
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Order No. 3, Senator Atta-ur-Rehman, Chairman, Standing Committee on Religious

Affairs and Interfaith Harmony, may move Order No. 3. He is not present.
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Motion under Rule 194(1) moved by Senator Danesh Kumar on behalf of
Chairman, Standing Committee on Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony,
regarding [The Muslim Family Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2024], introduced by

Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri

Senator Danesh Kumar: |, Senator Danesh Kumar, on behalf of Senator Atta-
ur-Rehman, Chairman, Standing Committee on Religious Affairs and Interfaith
Harmony, move under sub-rule (1) of Rule 194 of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in the Senate, 2012, that the time for presentation of report
of the Committee on a Bill further to amend the Muslim Family Laws Ordinance,
1961 [The Muslim Family Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2024], introduced by Senator
Samina Mumtaz Zehri in the Senate, may be extended for a period of sixty days
with effect from 11 February, 2026.

Mr. Chairman: |, now, put the motion before the House.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The motion is carried. Order No. 4, Senator Farooq Hamid

Naek, on his behalf, Senator Mohammad Abdul Qadir Sahib.

Motion under Rule 194(1) moved by Senator Mohammad Abdul Qadir on behalf
of Chairman, Standing Committee on Law and Justice, regarding [The Legal

Practitioners and Bar Councils (Second Amendment) Bill, 2025], introduced by

Senator Shahadat Awan
Senator Mohammad Abdul Qadir: |, Senator Mohammad Abdul Qadir, on

behalf of Senator Faroog Hamid Naek, Chairman, Standing Committee on Law and
Justice, move under sub-rule (1) of Rule 194 of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in the Senate, 2012, that the time for presentation of report
of the Committee on a Bill further to amend the Legal Practitioners and Bar
Councils Act, 1973 [The Legal Practitioners and Bar Councils (Second Amendment)

Bill, 2025], introduced by Senator Shahadat Awan in the Senate sitting held on 1%
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December, 2025, may be extended for a period of sixty days with effect from 1°
March, 2026.
Mr. Chairman: |, now, put the motion before the House.
(The motion was carried)
Mr. Chairman: The motion is carried. Order No. 5, Senator Zamir Hussain
Ghumro.

Motion under Rule 194(1) moved by Senator Zamir Hussain Ghumro, on behalf

of Chairman, Standing Committee on Law and Justice, regarding [The Pakistan
Psychological Council Bill, 2025], introduced by Senator Kamran Murtaza

Senator Zamir Hussain Ghumro: Sir, |, Senator Zamir Hussain Ghumro, on
behalf of Senator Faroog Hamid Naek, Chairman, Standing Committee on Law and
Justice, to move under sub-rule (1) of Rule 194 of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in the Senate, 2012, that the time for presentation of report
of the Committee on a Bill to establish the Pakistan Psychological Council [The
Pakistan Psychological Council Bill, 2025], introduced by Senator Kamran Murtaza
in the Senate sitting held on 1* December, 2025, may be extended for a period of
sixty days with effect from 1° March, 2026.

Mr. Chairman: I, now, put the motion before the House.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The motion is carried. Order No. 6, Senator Rana Mahmood

ul Hassan, may move.

(Interruption)

- Friday & T« | xSerious business - (¥ 1t 72 bz
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Point raised by Senator Mohammad Abdul Qadir regarding issuance of
Blue/Official Passport to the Children of retired Senators
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Mr. Chairman: Order No. 6, Senator Rana Mahmood ul Hassan, please move.

Presentation of Report of the Standing Committee on Cabinet Secretariat on
[The Virtual Assets Bill, 2025]

(TO8 o () wmmgfin N 2NN p 2y:7” 1057 b1
T08-27Feb2026 Rafagat Waheed/Ed: 11:50 noon

Presentation of Report of the Standing Committee on Cabinet Secretariat on

[The Virtual Assets Bill, 2025]
EAS N el
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|, Chairman, Standing Committee on Cabinet Secretariat, hereby present
report of the Committee on a Bill to establish a regulatory Authority for the
licensing, regulation and supervision of Virtual Assets and Virtual Asset Service
Providers, and to provide for related matters [The Virtual Assets Bill, 2025].

Mr. Chairman: Report stands laid. Order No.7 stands in the name of Senator
Syed Wagar Mehdi, Chairman, Committee on Rules of Procedure and Privileges. He
may move Order No.7.

Presentation of Report of the Committee on Rules of Procedure and Privileges

on a Privilege Motion by Senator Umer Farooq regarding misconduct of Chief

Secretary and other officers of Balochistan

Senator Syed Waqgar Mehdi: Mr. Chairman, thank you. |, Chairman,
Committee on Rules of Procedure and Privileges, present report of the Committee
on a Privilege Motion moved by Senator Umer Farooq and others regarding
misconduct of Chief Secretary, Home Secretary, IGP Balochistan and Commissioner
Quetta.

Mr. Chairman: Report stands laid. Order No. 8 stands in the name of Mr.
Khalid Magbool Siddiqui, Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training.
He may move Order No.8.

Introduction of [The Daanish University Islamabad Bill, 2026]

Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar: On behalf of Minister for Federal Education and
Professional Training, | hereby introduce a Bill to provide for the establishment of
Daanish University, Islamabad [The Daanish University Islamabad Bill, 2026].

Mr. Chairman: The Bill as introduced stands referred to the Standing

Committee concerned.
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Mr. Chairman: Do you want to move?
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Sbrele A
We may now take up Order No.9. Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, Minister

for Finance and Revenue may move Order No.9.

Motion under Rule 263 for dispensation of rules in order to take a Bill into

consideration

Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb: Mr. Chairman, | beg to move under Rule
263 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Senate, 2012, that
the requirement of sub-rule (2) of Rule 99 of the said Rules, be dispensed with in
order to take into consideration at once the Bill to establish a regulatory Authority
for the licensing, regulation and supervision of Virtual Assets and Virtual Asset
Service Providers, and to provide for related matters [The Virtual Assets Bill, 2025],
as reported by the Standing Committee.

Mr. Chairman: | now put the motion to the House.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Order No.10, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, Minister for

Finance and Revenue.

Consideration and Passage of [The Virtual Assets Bill, 2025]

Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb: Mr. Chairman, | beg to move that the Bill to
establish a regulatory Authority for the licensing, regulation and supervision of

Virtual Assets and Virtual Asset Service Providers, and to provide for related
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matters [The Virtual Assets Bill, 2025], as reported by the Standing Committee, be
taken into consideration at once.

Mr. Chairman: Is it opposed? | now put the motion to the House.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: We now take up second reading of the Bill. There is no
amendment in Clauses 2 to 74. | will put these Clauses before the House as one
guestion. The question is that Clauses 2 to 74 do form part of the Bill?

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Clauses 2 to 74 stand part of the Bill. | now put Schedule-I| to
the vote of the House. There is no amendment in Schedule-I. The question is that
Schedule-I do form part of the Bill?

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Schedule-I stands part of the Bill. We may now take up Clause
1, the Preamble and the Title of the Bill. The question is that Clause 1, the
Preamble and Title do stand part of the Bill?

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Clause 1, the Preamble and the Title, stand part of the Bill.
Order No.11, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, Minister for Finance and Revenue.

Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb: Mr. Chairman, | beg to move that the Bill to
establish a regulatory Authority for the licensing, regulation and supervision of
Virtual Assets and Virtual Assets Service Providers, and to provide for related
matters [The Virtual Assets Bill, 2025], be passed.

Mr. Chairman: | now put the motion to the House.

(The motion was carried)
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Mr. Chairman: The Bill stands passed unanimously. We may now take up
Order 12 which stands in the name of Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri. She is not
present, therefore, we drop it. There is a calling attention notice at Order No.13 in
the name of Senator Aimal Wali Khan. He may please raise the matter.

(The member concerned was not present)

Resolution moved by Senator Sherry Rehman to pay tributes to the sacrifices of

armed forces and law enforcement personnel against the unprovoked

aggression emanating from the territory of Afghanistan

_'JlgJregimeuw;uwwlz‘%/vmgL}/";M,Lb»zc;c,l/f!uﬁj:%*te:/"/b/g’(}’:’!/‘ff
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¥ A Liscalling attention £ 2 ¢ Ftake ups Fle § resolution;gé_ﬂ4ulfjn
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Sir, | move that under Rule No. 263 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct
of Business in the Senate 2012, the requirements of Rule No. 26, 29, 30 and 133 of
the said Rules be dispensed with in order to enable the House to move and pass a
resolution.

Mr. Chairman: | now put the motion before the House.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The motion is adopted unanimously. Please move the

resolution. Who will move? Yes, Senator Sherri Rehman sahiba.

Senator Sherry Rehman: Mr. Chairman, thank you and thanks to the

Opposition for signing this and | am sure all parties will agree.
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Sir, we present here a resolution from the Senate of Pakistan which
unequivocally condemns the recent acts of unprovoked aggression and hostile
cross-border actions emanating from the territory of Afghanistan, describing them
as blatant violations of law, international law, established diplomatic norms, and
the principles of peaceful neighbourly relations.

We declare that any attempt to challenge the sovereignty, territorial
integrity, or national security of Pakistan constitutes a direct affront to the dignity
of the Pakistani nation and shall be met with a firm, proportionate, and decisive
response.

The Senate pays tribute to the bravery, professionalism, and sacrifice of
Pakistan's armed forces and law enforcement personnel who stand vigilant in
defence of every inch of the homeland.

The Senate recalls with profound regret that for over 40 years, Pakistan has
borne extraordinary social, economic, and security burdens in hosting millions of
Afghan nationals, extending humanitarian assistance, facilitating peace efforts, and
consistently advocating for Afghanistan's stability in international forums, often at
immense cost to its own national development and internal security.

The Senate expresses deep disappointment that instead of reciprocal
goodwill, Pakistan continues to face hostile rhetoric, cross-border violations, and
the persistent presence of anti-Pakistan terrorist elements operating from Afghan
soil, reflecting a troubling pattern of ingratitude and disregard for bilateral
understandings.

The Senate demands that the Afghan Taliban regime immediately cease all

hostile actions, prevent the use of Afghan soil for terrorism or aggression against
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Pakistan, and honour their international obligations and commitments to peaceful
coexistence.

The Senate affirms that while Pakistan remains committed to constructive
engagement, regional peace and mutually respectful relations, its patience must
not be misconstrued as weakness, nor its desire for stability mistaken for inability
to respond decisively.

The Senate also calls upon the international community to take serious note
of these developments and to urge the Afghan Taliban regime to adhere to
international norms and prevent further destabilisation of the region.

Lastly, the Senate resolves that we stand united, beyond all political divides,
in defence of Pakistan's sovereignty and supports all necessary measures
undertaken by the state to safeguard its territorial integrity and national honour.
Thank you.

Mr. Chairman: | now put the resolution before the House.

(Followed by T09)
T09-27Feb2026 Abdul Razique/Ed: Iram Shafique 02:00 p.m.

Mr. Chairman: |, now, put the resolution before the House.

(The motion was carried)
Mr. Chairman: The resolution is adopted, unanimously. Who will speak?

Senator Syed Ali Zafar, Parliamentary Leader of the PTI, the floor is yours.

Senator Syed Ali Zafar
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‘A permanent regional body should be established to ensure compliance
with a collective security framework addressing terrorism emanating from
Afghanistan. Such a mechanism would facilitate coordinated action among regional
states, promote intelligence sharing, and monitor implementation of agreed
counter-terrorism commitments to effectively address cross border security

threats.’
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Senator Sherry Rehman

Leader of the i .5 KT ol & F U (IS el bt igles § 7 A
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T10-267Feb2026 Naeem Bhatti/ED; Irum 12:10 p.m

Mr. Chairman: Yes, Senator Sherry Rehman Sahiba.
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W.)érﬁ/Leader of the Opposition ui%u;fag/?point of view ui”;uﬁ’f:ui‘j:% -2

U

Senator Sherry Rehman: May | just finish so that | may move the resolution?

Mr. Chairman: OK.
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are they responsible for their soil or not? This is a question now be asked. Sir, | am
just putting before the House that a limited resolution at this point, while
developments are ongoing, is the most astute and responsible thing to do.
We are a responsible country. We have established deterrence with no stone left
unturned. Within minutes we have established deterrence and we have the
capacity for either CT as well as conventional war; we have shown that. Lastly, |
want to say, | think everyone is grateful to every law enforcement agent, to every
policeman, to the Pakistan Military, to the Pakistan Air Force, who stand to ready.
We are very clear that this nation owes them their sleep, their rest, their safety,
and their security. We slept through the night while they were defending our
borders. So we wish to thank them for their services and remember them in our

prayers.
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Senator Syed Ali Zafar

Senator Syed Ali Zafar: Sir, with the permission of the Opposition, | would like to
clarify one thing. We are not saying that the UN is not an entity; we are not saying
that international law has not been followed, we are saying that the reality is that
the UN is ineffective, and the reality is that laws are not being followed in this new
world order. What we are saying is that in addition to all this, in addition to the
force and the sacrifices that our armed forces, our people, and the entire country
are making to fight terrorism, we are saying makes a regional framework. So | think
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Senator Raja Nasir Abbas (Leader of the Opposition)
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Political Leadership on both sides of the House. This is the time when a great

scholar and a great justice, Cardozo said: We all have to sink or swim together.
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whereas sovereignty over the entire universe belongs to almighty Allah alone, and
the authority to be exercised by the people of Pakistan within the limits prescribed

by him is a sacred trust.
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where's principles of democracy, freedom, equality, fq.@fpreambled;ftgﬁf
(- ktolerance, and social justice as enunciated by Islam shall be fully observed.

Setf A5 LTpreamble

wherein shall be guaranteed fundamental rights Including quality of status,
opportunity, and before law, social economic and political justice, and freedom of
thought, expression, belief, faith, worship, and association subject to law, and

public morality.
S bf Ll Tz Article 46 Te s

to enjoy protection of law and to be treated in accordance with law is the
inalienable right of every citizen wherever he may be and of every other person for

the time being within Pakistan.
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Mr. Chairman: The Senate of Pakistan firmly stands behind its glorious
Armed Forces and fully endorses their befitting response to aggression against
Pakistan. The Senate of Pakistan is fully against terrorism. Now the proceedings of
the House stand adjourned to meet again on Monday, the 2" March, 2026, at
02:00 p.m.
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[The House was then adjourned to meet again on Monday, the 2" March,

2026, at 02:00 p.m.
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