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SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENATE DEBATES
Wednesday, the April 8, 2026

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall (Parliament House) Islamabad
at ten minutes past three in the evening with Mr. Chairman (Syed Yousaf Raza
Gilani) in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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Mr. Chairman:
e Today we have witnessed a very positive development in the form of
announcement of ceasefire in the Middle East by the United States of

America and the Islamic Republic of Iran.



e Pakistan has always urged dialogue and diplomacy as the only way forward.

e |n this context, | appreciate the commendable efforts of the Prime Minister,
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif; Deputy Prime Minister/Foreign Minister,
Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar; and the Chief of the Army Staff and Chief of
Defence Forces, Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir.

e | would also like to acknowledge willingness of the leadership of both the
United States and the Islamic Republic of Iran to engage in negotiations in
order to further the cause of peace and stability.

e Pakistan is extremely proud of its role it has played in achieving this
remarkable success which would not have been possible without
professionalism and dedication of Pakistan’s diplomatic team.

e Coming days will be full of challenges.

e | hope and pray that we will be able to achieve lasting peace, prosperity and
stability in the region and beyond, with the cooperation of all parties
concerned as well as our brotherly countries,.

e | pray for the success of Islamabad talks in the coming days.

e At this critical point in time, | request the continued support of the entire
international community for these efforts.

Honourable Members, Before we proceed with the formal business, | wish
to apprise this august House of a significant moment in Pakistan’s parliamentary
and diplomatic journey. We are about to witness the presentation of our National
Anthem in a refined choral arrangement by the National Chamber Choir of
Romania—a powerful symbol of the enduring friendship between Pakistan and

Romania.



This initiative reflects respect for our national identity and underscores the
strength of our bilateral relations, rooted in shared values and cultural exchange
since 1964. The Romanian Embassy’s exhibition at Parliament House earlier today
also beautifully portrayed our shared diplomatic history.

On behalf of the Senate and the people of Pakistan, | extend sincere
appreciation. (Continued.....T02)
T02-08Apr2026 FAZAL/ED: Wagas 03:20 pm

Mr. Chairman (Conted.....) On behalf of the Senate and the people of
Pakistan, | extend sincere appreciation to the government and the people of
Romania, the Ambassador and his team, and the choir for this meaningful gesture.
| further recognize the presence of distinguished diplomatic community as well as
the convener and honorable members of the Pakistan-Romania friendship group in
the National Assembly who are present here today. May | now request the
members to kindly rise for the National Anthem. Thank you.

(Pakistan's National Anthem)

Mr. Chairman: Minister for Law and Justice.

Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar, Minister for Law and Justice
Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar (Minister for Law and Justice): Thank you very

much honorable Chairman. | first of all extend my gratitude and heartfelt thanks to
our friends from Romania who have composed and who have sung this national
anthem for us and the entire House appreciate their efforts and their gift to the

Senate of Pakistan.
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Mr. Chairman: Question No. 9, Senator Dr. Zarga Suharwardy Taimur.
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Mr. Chairman: | think we should defer the questions.

4



T LSl S8 1A 01 24 SUnlo S P L BTt e i)
TG F = Ui Nyt i e m 5 eyl J6 4 e wri bt U history§ oSl
(I-UF Pl s 1T T 65 26 o 2 T8 Tl ZE 51 6850 oy &
_%.lgdn;é’"’{

- #Motion move: gt 4% 2

Motion under Rule 263 moved by Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar regarding

dispensation of Rules

Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar: So, may | move, sir, that under rule 263 of the
Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Senate 2012, the requirements

of Rule 41 of the said Rules regarding Question Hour be dispensed with for today's
sitting of the Senate, sir.

Mr. Chairman: | now put the motion to the House.
(The motion was carried)
Mr. Chairman: The motion is carried unanimously. Questions stand deferred.
Who will speak from the opposition? Oh, sorry, excuse me. Senator Sahib, after the
leave of absence.

Leave of Absence

Mr. Chairman: Senator Liagat Khan Tarakai has requested for the grant of
leave for the whole current session due to illness. Is leave granted?
(Leave was granted)
Mr. Chairman: Senator Rahat Jamali has requested for the grant of leave for
7" to 10" April 2026 during the current session due to personal engagement. Is
leave granted?

(Leave was granted)



Mr. Chairman: Senator Faisal Saleem Rehman has requested for the grant of
leave for the whole current session due to personal engagement. Is leave granted?
(Leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Senator Abdul Shakoor Khan has requested for the grant of
leave for the whole current session due to personal engagement. Is leave granted?
(Leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Parliamentary Leader of the PTI.

Senator Syed Ali Zafar
Senator Syed Ali Zafar: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. First of all, on behalf of the

opposition, | would like to welcome our honorable guests, and | would like to thank

them for the wonderful presentation that they have done.
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Mr. Chairman: Thank You. Senator Sherry Rehman.

Senator Sherry Rehman
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| want to thank the international community, the ambassadors who have gathered
here to bring us their support and to send a clear message from Pakistan that we
are a united nation, united behind this monumental effort for peace and great
national unity and international not just peace, but civilizational effort at
promoting and finding a way for a ceasefire in a time when literally not just the
region, but the world has come back from the gates of hell, of certain hell. So,
Pakistan has brought not just the region, I'm very clear, we all know that this war
was taking us to the gates of certain hell. We have come back from the jaws of a
terrible scenario which was once considered unthinkable in this entire historical
spectrum. Our geopolitics, all our efforts and our diplomacy have gone towards
coming back from this destructive, unthinkable brink of disaster.

And for that, before anything Chairman Saab, | wish to thank Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, of course our fellow Senator Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Ishag Dar, and naturally Field Marshal Asim Munir, whose efforts have
been singular under the leadership and guidance of President Asif Ali Zardari, who
represents the whole country. | also wish to thank Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
for his support during these times to the government, and also this morning his
mention of how Pakistan has come back and brought the world back from a place
of extreme crisis. The crisis was very clear. It is reflected in what some of our
colleagues are saying. We were impacted by high petroleum prices, but that was
still not something that the world was experiencing alone. We were not alone in
experiencing those high prices. And much, much worse was to have come and
could have come. Much worse could have come not just for our Muslim brothers
and sisters in the region, but for us as well. So, it is time to thank all those who

have in their own countries sat up all night, worked over the phones, sat up
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together, and also brought us to a place of ceasefire and understanding. It is, as we
understand, a fragile peace. We all know that. And for that we have to thank the
Islamic Republic of Iran, for understanding that time is required.

We have to thank the United States of America, who also brought
everything back from the brink, and whoever has put in the effort on really taking
the world out of a crisis that we were seeing in horror. We were seeing the horror
in front of our eyes, day by day, hour by hour. Let's face it; all of us were horrified
at the thought of what could have followed, which is why it is important for us for
our children to grow up in a world which is not defined by war, destruction,
bestiality and bombs. It is crucial for our children, for our generations and our
future to walk back from a moment where we would have regretted all our lives,
where humanity would have regretted everything all our lives. My friends here
spoke of poverty, development, and our needs. Those come first for us, of course,
but there would have been none of this. There would have been no poverty to
speak of, there would have been no petroleum to speak of, there would have been
no development to speak of had we not come back from the great unthinkable
that could have been. | won't even mention the names and the words that come to
all of our minds because civilized societies must value the goals of peace. It is not
some soft human rights issue only. It is what will keep our lives going from day to
day.

It is what our children will grow up facing. Will they be going to schools
tomorrow or will they be sitting in camps running from bomb to bomb like the
children of Gaza run? Our hearts still bleed for them and we will do everything in
our power and we must stand between that future and the future of predictability

for a tomorrow that our children can look forward to. | have lost a child the last
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two weeks and | know what it means to have a world where the bombs rain
instead of blessings.... (Contd.... TO5)
T05-08™ April 2026 Babar/Ed:Shahkeel 4:50PM

Senator Sherry Rehman: (Continued...) that our children can look forward
too. | lost a child over the last two weeks, and | know what it means to have a
world where the bombs rain instead of blessings. Let us give them those blessings,
and let us value those blessings. Where now Pakistan stands proud, whether
anyone likes it or not, as net security provider for the region is simply not because
of what we won in a war with a neighbor who always seeks to be a spoiler for
peace. Not for anything else, except that day to this day, Pakistan has always, in
every situation, sought to rescue a victory from the jaws of defeat. This could have

been everyone’s defeat, there would have been no victors in this war, no victor
provision JJ‘!-ﬁ;JJJJ‘!:};[/;!QUKJ;M‘.JVTLPakistan uﬁ‘..,éulfdnui”fjd/u’(
SAFE 0SS L L g Be L LB nGE LS i U L
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That is not just Pakistan’s responsibility to maintain that strategic ceasefire and to
build on it for a sustainable, durable peace that will benefit our generations to
come. The whole world must unite. Each leader everywhere must remember the
weight of their responsibility, the burden they carry as leaders in the global
community. If they remember it, then we will see that, whatever spoilers arise
because Pakistan has lived with so many wars in the region we know about
spoilers, we know how they come, we know how they plan false flag operations,

and we know how they go away, fighting a war of narratives. This cannot be only a

war of narratives and bombs, we must bring peace too, and the world must come
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together to bring that peace for all of us. It is not only Pakistan’s responsibility. We
have met that responsibility with spectacular commitment and hard work, so now
the time has come for others too to take up their responsibility. We vigilant these
two weeks are a make-or-break moment, nobody is out of wound yet. We will
celebrate the ceasefire, but we must also acknowledge our leaders for it. This is
Pakistan’s moment, and history will always remember Islamabad for talks, for
accords, and for peace. That is what Pakistan will be remembered for, ensuring
that this goes through and becomes a sustainable reality, and that these values
flourish in the world we all live in the air we all commonly share in the region, the
water, everything. You know that everything was on fire, every single thing was on
fire. Now we must fight very hard to come back from that, to stay there, and to
move towards a place where our children, where all of humanity no matter what
religion they are, no matter which country they are from remember that the goals
of high civilizations are always to preserve peace, sometimes even at great cost.
Pakistan has done a great deal of work, we will continue it, In sha Allah, but much

more remains to be done. Thank you.

Senator Raja Nasir Abbas (Leader of the Opposition)
Mr. Chairman: yes, Leader of the Opposition.
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yes, it u:(speechesé,b/!,c/J?mopportunity itis a proud moment for the country
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to realize one thing that Pakistan has achieved something that is remarkable. What
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Pakistan from net security provider has become the net stability provider
Internationally Pakistan is being looked at and admired. Today not as a Senator, as

a mother | feel so proud that | am leaving the kind of Pakistan for my son for my

J“positive limelight §'1# Pakistan uﬁ‘lifetime’:?_!ﬁf@ufu’{lgyé_(?v’{children | think
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the whole world was anticipating a é%/éjadfJTrumpﬁtweetsJ@}ﬁ‘é+/
diplomatically they i —>loField Marshali >l Prime Minister@)&ugnuclear war

dxe played the cards so well and yes having said that I'd like to acknowledge

contribution from every party because at the end of the day, it is not a party that
we're looking at by the world, it is a country, the country is Pakistan and it is being
appreciated by the world. So | think it's a very proud moment for us and as a
mother, as a Senator as a citizens of this nation. | think we need to celebrate all of

this Thank you so much.
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[The House was adjourned to meet again on Thursday, 9" April, 2026 at
11:30.a.m.]

(However, after adjournment of the Senate, the Prorogation Order

signed by the Honourable President was received through the

Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs on the same day i.e. 8" April, 2026

and after approval of the Honourable Chairman, the notification of

the prorogation of the Senate was published in the Gazette.)

(The House was prorogued)
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