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SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENATE DEBATES
Tuesday, the August 12, 2025

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall
(Parliament House) Islamabad at twenty minutes past

four in the evening with Mr. Chairman (Syed Yousaf Raza
Gilani) in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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Panel of Presiding Officers

Mr. Chairman: In pursuance of Rule 14(1) of the
Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the
Senate, 2012, | nominate the following members in order
of precedence to form a Panel of Presiding Officers for
the 353" session of the Senate of Pakistan:

1. Senator Danesh Kumar

2. Senator Khalil Tahir

3. Senator Gurdeep Singh

Oath-taking by newly elected Members

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Azam Khan Swati and Miss
Mashal Azam, Members-elect from the province of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa shall make oath before the Senate.
A copy of the oath form has been placed on their table. |
will read oath in Urdu, you will say your own name and
will repeat the oath with me. | request the honourable
Members-elect to stand by their seats to take oath.

(At this stage, the newly elected Members took oath)

Mr. Chairman: | will request the Members to
please come and sign the Roll of Members.

(At this stage, the newly elected Members signed the Roll
of Members)

Mr. Chairman: First of all, we dispense the
Question Hour for today’s sitting.

(Interruption)

Mr. Chairman: | request the Honourable Members
to observe one minute silence on the death of mother of
Senator Gurdeep Singh.

(At this moment, the House observed one minute silence
for the departed soul)




Mr. Chairman: Minister for Law, please move the
motion for dispensation of the Question Hour.
Motion under Rule 263 for Dispensation of the Rules
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It is moved under Rule 263 of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in the Senate, 2012, that the
requirement of Rule 41 of the said rules regarding the
Question Hour be dispensed with for today’s sitting of
the Senate.

Mr. Chairman: The motion as moved is put to the
House.

(The motion was carried)
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S 7§ Frules relaxﬁv.?,f!/lfff;/‘ff:uﬁjz%,te
Motion under Rule 263 for Dispensation of the Rules

Senator Danesh Kumar: | move under Rule 263 of
the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the
Senate, 2012, that the requirement of rules 26, 29, 30
and 133 of the said rules be dispensed with in order to
enable the House to move and pass a resolution
regarding National Minorities Day.

Mr. Chairman: |, now, put the motion before the
House.

(The motion was carried)
Mr. Chairman: Senator Danesh Kumar, please
move the resolution.
Resolution moved by Senator Danesh Kumar regarding
International Minorities Day, highlighting proud history
of Minorities’ contributions and urging Government of
Pakistan to safeguard Minorities’ rights
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Mr. Chairman: |, now, put the resolution before
the House.

(The resolution was passed unanimously)

Mr. Chairman: Distinguished Colleagues! Asalam-
o-Alaikum. In connection with International Minorities
Day observed yesterday on 11" August, 2025, | like to
extend, on behalf of this august House, a rich tribute to



the minorities for their invaluable contributions to
Pakistan’s progress, prosperity, and defence. We honour
the diversity that strengthens our nation. This day
reminds us of a duty to protect every citizen’s dignity,
rights and equal opportunity. For me personally, the
welfare and empowerment of women and minorities
have always been priorities. Women and minorities are
not just constituents; they are my life long constituency.
It remains my greatest honour that during my
premiership, we established a Women Parliamentary
Caucus right here in the Parliament House, a platform
that amplifies the voices of half of our nation. On a global
stage, | have taken up the cause of minority rights with
one unwavering message; dignity, equality and respect
are non-negotiable. Principles of inclusion, non-
discrimination and justice for all form the bedrock of
democracy and modern society. As Prime Minister, | have
worked to integrate women and minorities into national
mainstream through robust representation in public life.
We have advanced measures to increase quotas for
women and minorities in public sector jobs. We also
worked to secure 4% representation of minorities in the
Senate. | also honor the legacy of Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto, her lifetime work for inclusion and
opportunity transformed the lives of many. President Asif
Ali Zardari has also shown the steadfast commitment to
safeguarding minority rights and expanding equal
opportunities across the country. In that spirit, this
august House has taken a historic strike towards inclusive
governance.



| proudly share that the Minorities Caucus has
been established in the Senate of Pakistan on the
occasion of International Minorities Day. Constituted on
the request of our minorities” Senators, this caucus aims
at safeguarding constitutional rights of minorities,
enforcing laws; uphold religious freedom, shaping
policies that weave diversity into our national fabric, and
promoting interfaith harmony. As a symbol of our
commitment, the Panel of Presiding Officers for the
353rd session of Senate comprises Senators Danesh
Kumar, Khaleel Tahir Sindhu, and Gurdeep Singh,
representing Hindu, Christian, and Sikh communities,
respectively. This historic first embodies our pledge.
Minority Boys shall steer our proceedings. This Caucus is
not a symbolic gesture. It is intended to be a political
action-oriented forum with a clear mandate to engage
government, relevant institutions, civil society, and
international partners. It will include representation from
the National Assembly as well, so that our work is
coordinated across both the Houses. | take personal
pride in this initiative which reflects the Senate's
commitment to giving voice and space to those who have
long sought equality and opportunity. | request your
support and valuable suggestions to ensure that Caucus
becomes an effective instrument to ensure minorities'
rights and betterment. Let this House declare: Our
diversity is our destiny. Thank you all.

(Desk Thumping)

Mr. Chairman: | now request the Parliamentary
Leader of PTI, Senator Ali Zafar sahib, who wanted to
speak first. It was decided in the Advisory Committee.



Point raised by Senator Syed Ali Zafar regarding the
prevailing political environment in the country, and the
persecution of parliamentarians.

Senator Syed Ali Zafar: Thanks you, Mr. Chairman!
First of all, | think | would like to say that the Senate
resolution regarding the minorities' rights that has been
passed is a very welcome step by the Senate. | think
personally that the minorities are the strength of this
country, and this country was formed with equal
protection for everybody, whichever caste, creed they
come from, and we still have to go a long way. This
resolution, I'm sure, is going to assist us in our progress.
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Senator Muhammad Azam Khan Swati

Senator Muhammad Azam Khan Swati: Mr.
Chairman! thank you very much. | rise to express after
long self-imposed absence of two and a half years. It
started from October 13", early in the morning in wake
of a tweet and what it said, that tweet was
constitutionally and legally protected, it says to the
former army chief Mr. Bajwa that ‘is the corruption has
been legalized in Pakistan’. And this was it. What | went
through, what my family went through is all obvious
throughout Pakistan and the whole world.

Today | seek your indulgence for a little bit more
time because | have right and privilege, serving as a
Senator since 2003. | think only few of us are for that
long serving this August House. Let me start. Mr.
Chairman! you may have many many achievements in
your life, as a federal Minister multiple times, as Prime
Minister and now as the Chairman. But | recognize you
for three achievements. As your political opponent your
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inherited grace, humility and the treatment with all of us
in this House is appreciated.
(Desk thumping)

Senator Muhammad Azam Khan Swati: The first
and the far most achievement is when you chose
conviction against compromise. You stood with your
leader Mr. Asif Ali Zardari when he needed you the most
and | am asking all of my PTI leaders as well as workers
that this is the time that we will accept conviction,
disqualification, torture as | had gone through and many
of us went through but we will never compromise on the
principle laid down by our great leader Imran Khan.

Second achievement, | really appreciate that about
a month or two months ago there was a production
order written in our procedure being adopted but you
refused to Chair this particular House because you said
unless Ejaz Chaudhry will not come under production
order, | will not do that. Today | am calling again that our
Opposition Leader Mr. Shibli Faraz is not here. All | am
asking you and also the Honourable Law Minister that
please, we don’t have any hurry in getting another
Opposition Leader. Let us sit, wait and let this process go
on because this August House earnestly need that the
process has to be completed or the call should come
from Imran Khan that whether he should be replaced or
not.

Sir, the third and | am personally obliged for that
when in 2008, there was a financial crunch and | came to
you and asked you that we need more investment in
NUST. You were gracious enough that you will upgrade
the substantial fund for what in order to set up state of
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the art incubators, R&D and they transformed the
particular NUST University not only in Pakistan but one of
the best in the world.
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Mr. Chairman: If they are interested then | give the

floor to the Law Minister to move Order No.3.
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Presentation of the Report of the Functional
Committee on Human Rights on [The ICT Rights of
Persons with Disability (Amendment) Bill, 2024]

Senator Irfan-ul-Haque-Siddiqui: I, on behalf of
Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri, Chairperson, Functional
Committee on Human Rights, present report of the
Committee on the Bill further to amend the ICT Rights of
Persons with Disability Act, 2020 [The ICT Rights of
Persons with Disability (Amendment) Bill, 2024],
introduced by Senator Dr. Zarga Suharwardy Taimur on
10™ June, 2024.

(The motion was carried)
Mr. Chairman: The Report stands laid. Is it Order
No.3.? Order No.4. Senator Dr. Khalid Magbool Siddqui.
(&5 esTeflse g £ 3T dglr o
Introduction of [The Danish Schools Authority Bill,
2025].

Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar: |, on behalf of
Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training,
introduce a Bill to provide for the establishment and
management of the Danish Schools [The Danish Schools
Authority Bill, 2025].

Mr. Chairman: The bill as introduced stands
referred to the Standing Committee concerned.

Order No.5. Mr. Jam Kamal Khan.

Consideration and Passage of [The Anti-Dumping
Duties (Amendment) Bill, 2025]

Mr. Jam Kamal Khan (Minister for Commerce): |,
move that the Bill further to amend the Anti-Dumping
Duties Act, 2015 [The Anti-Dumping Duties (Amendment)
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Bill, 2025], as reported by the Standing Committee, be
taken into consideration at once.

Mr. Chairman: Is it opposed?

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Second Reading of the Bill i.e clause
by clause consideration of the Bill. Clauses 2 to 3, there is
no amendment in Clauses 2 and 3, so, | put the clauses as
one question. The question is that the Clauses 2 and 3 do
form part of the Bill?

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Clauses 2 and 3 stand part of the
Bill. Now, we take up Clause 1 The Preamble and the Title
of the Bill. The question is that Clause 1 The Preamble
and the Title, do form part of the Bill?

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Clause 1 The Preamble and the
Title, stands part of the Bill.

Order No.6. Mr. Jam Kamal Khan.

Mr. Jam Kamal Khan: |, Minister for Commerce,
move that the Bill further to amend the Anti-Dumping
Duties Act, 2015 [The Anti-Dumping Duties (Amendment)
Bill, 2025], be passed.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The bill stands passed unanimously.
Order No.7. Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar.

Laying of the Annual Report of the Council of Islamic
Ideology for the Year 2020-21

Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar: |, Minister for Law and
Justice, lay before the Senate the Annual Report of the
Council of Islamic Ideology for the Year 2020-21, as

29



required under Article 230 of the Constitution of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan.
Mr. Chairman: Report stands laid. Order No.8.
Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar.
(Interruption)
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Mr. Chairman: Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar please
move Order No.8.
Laying of the Gender Parity Report ICT of the National
Commiission on the Status of Women for the Year 2023

Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar: |, Minister for Law and
Justice, lay before the Senate the Gender Parity Report
ICT of the National Commission on the Status of Women
for the Year 2023, as required under sub-section (2) of
section 16 of the National Commission on the Status of
Women Act, 2012.

Mr. Chairman: The report stands laid.
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Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, Minister for Finance
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u/’iﬁnlc:.d/&l: e uﬂ{d.,»l.w%/f‘uz uﬁ’;zr4uggafu,/;16ag
on the State Owned Enterprises 5.89 Sl J&1 sIi
J;ﬁJZ?Jgg,and this is alarming. ¢ incurred losses& trillion
£SOEsLe 16 trillion 1 5it is indeed alarming S s Je-1
2 Jv &f“ /u‘f{»; context § 1 .;7»! gt accumulated losses

50% of the -& 12 trillion & ¥ smtd L& revenuec .y
entire revenue which we collected last year, has been
lost in terms of accumulated losses. State Owned

over period of f d» losses.s leakages 2 U Enterprises
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at least in yre 7L reform J % LAV vz.wugc,t
FL ,defined contribution —I#zterms of civil bureaucracy,
unfunded pension liability # 5t rather than benefit s £
bk f bleedingf/ﬂ;&/w‘c‘,

J1£+2 flow is still a very high number.« flowz§U1
financial #on SOEs J£&? g% U 2024-25 s 8L A2 Ut
vli;ﬂ?iulﬂf’ thatis close to about 342 billion. (f & slosses
¢t 700 - 800 billion rupees & ¥ number - 7 /7 analyze
% z maind utand that is how it gets accumulated. < tb
the private fq.ufag,/g/QL(?/;!%?SOES,ZJQ,@/)/QFU’M
ui‘SOEsfbgutf'J/'éfc,uisector has to lead this country.
u’{ profitable institutions 2.t loss making institutions ~
private sector » S opportunity cost & J Ut
ol ey Foe ulnlid e NI be s SLirs
24 SOEs S 7=\ J’g-ugcz;/fcontrolgﬂc_!fug situations
taking it through the Cabinet Committee on <L 4
Privatization Commissiond— 4 »s Privatization as well,
during this fiscal year, 28 entitiese U -t $flipsl
Y] ¢/ St should go through the privatization process
-»F L9 L private sector

U Ul U 24 - current governance process £d s
o f{iuj@%iffu@)w}vu@uhuj entitiess ¥ ég/ic.
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in terms of public-private partnership. That is < Lformula
another way of going in terms of reducing the role of the

ﬂu‘fﬁ/wGovernment and bringing the private sector in.
how we take it forward. st <./ evaluate

in terms ‘L&l:ﬂ’%d,{%d?’/”&g/}’&gﬁd’_guﬁk

£ of the governance process, in terms of the SOEs

Y. UL Uty independent Directors—iunder the SOEs Act

private sector # XL Ux  nomineess =k Se

and the & yus U independent nominees majority&
Chairperson or the Chairman will be from the private

u’f!‘c‘—,&ﬁgwsector. | think that in itself is fine because
S E FL LT,k $15 DISCOS 36 & 527 LUl S colo S

Out of -ugd/ﬁﬁ/line Iosses»@?én}% recoveries‘%g/nu’fojsg
them 3 DISCOs are going into the privatization process as
well. But having said that the Government nominees

jfj)!uffﬂBoard fees ufl,?nuf,,have to play their role.
corporate & Jl‘uj/lg by S 4 o uj/lg & Jbs £ 7 paper
Sub- (f:u:/(g 5 »4 papers -7 5« rule =iz €governance
qf voice show /U Sub-Committees . < Committees
o7 properly represent# ulrfg.;m;/?up‘ug main Boards %
and make sure that the Government of Pakistan’s voice is
G5 U o T instances s (12 o st absolutely heard
discrepa ncies,d/(:’ wfvu‘fiqfrbwu!ﬁ»@p@t{evaluate
ulLlegi&:{w in any caseu‘cz;él’}] waywardnessm}/(:’ul
ona 4,&1:;94%«’.(7ugugbé;‘;!fq,qa;*ou(ﬁl/g;cup
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2 mafe a S . structural basis.sf structural basis

«Jsnominees

they must play their due role on these Boards as we go
forward under the SOEs Act.

ﬁfﬂ!ui'/’-fv.,te(ug |osses£,f+gﬁioﬁfg’.¢/w‘uf%;
#egtes? 1trillion losst, ¥ o SOEs #7157 Ffocus quiLii¥
social sectors.y f ] u’( uy ~ # trillion ¢ «« leakage
ﬁ:iﬁu‘i; m_uﬁtif JWﬂguﬁ‘social protection‘(:w‘cﬁ“uﬁ‘
| chair both the Cabinet .« Rightsizing Committee J.k
Committees on SOEs but also the Cabinet Committee on
400 Attached .t 43 Federal I\/Iinistriesﬁd/:,uéRightsizing.
Ak efﬂcientgtqf right—sizegfulﬂ‘ug Departments
Z,u;}u improvement& ».c: uﬁ‘w?wl;&u!-‘_[fﬂ(c ﬁ/iloss
on the basis of the steps that we are taking but the
‘%Jogé_gu/‘;‘:gf'{'ﬁgovernance part,
is going to play a very very important role as we go
forward. Thank you very much.
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Point Of Public Importance raised By Senator Kamran

Murtaza regarding suspension of mobile data services
and train services in Balochistan
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Point raised by Senator Danesh Kumar regarding lack of
media coverage of independence day celebrations in
Balochistan
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Point of public importance raised by Senator Syed
Waqar Mehdi regarding illegal raid of Customs
personnel in different markets at Karachi
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[The House was then adjourned to meet again on Friday,
the 15" of August, 2025 at 10:30 a.m.]
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