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SENATE OF PAKISTAN
SENATE DEBATES

Wednesday, the May 20, 2026
The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall (Parliament House) Islamabad
at fourteen minutes past twelve in the noon with Mr. Chairman (Syed Yousaf Raza

Gilani) in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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Welcoming remarks by Honourable Chairman Senate for his Excellency Cai
Dafong, Vice-Chairman of the Standing Committee of the National Peoples
Congress and members of the delegation
Mr. Chairman: Bismillah-ir-Rehman-ir-Rahim. On behalf of the Senate of

Pakistan, | warmly welcome and greet his Excellency....(Contd: T02)

T02-20-05-2026 Babar:Ed/ Waqas 12:20 PM
Mr. Chairman: (continued) | warmly welcome and greet His Excellency Cai

Dafeng, Vice Chairman of the Standing Committee of the National People’s
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Congress, and the distinguished members of this delegation, who honor this
august House with their presence today.
(Desk thumping)

Mr. Chairman: Excellency Yu, this reflects the warmth, trust, and enduring
ties that define Pakistan-China relations. This year marks 75 years of diplomatic
ties; we enjoy an unbreakable friendship built on mutual respect, unwavering
solidarity, and shared purpose. This time-tested cooperative relationship has only
grown stronger with the passage of time and continues to inspire confidence in the
people of both our countries.

During my premiership, the historic address delivered by Chinese Premier Mr. Wen
Jiabao to a special joint sitting of the Parliament of Pakistan on 18 December 2010
remains a proud and memorable milestone in parliamentary diplomatic relations. |
still recall, during his speech and his presence, | gave one proverb regarding
Pakistan-China friendship: that Pak-China friendship is higher than mountains,
deeper than oceans, sweeter than honey, and stronger than steel.

(Desk thumping)

Mr. Chairman: The landmark occasion symbolizes the exceptional trust and
enduring brotherhood between our two nations. We also deeply value the growing
engagement between our parliamentary institutions; such exchanges bring our
legislatures closer and further strengthen mutual understanding and cooperation.
In this regard, | also extend my warmest wishes and sincere regards to my
esteemed counterpart, the Chairman of the National People’s Congress of China.

It is our sincere hope, Excellency, that this visit will further reinforce this special
bond and open new avenues of parliamentary and strategic cooperation between

Pakistan and China. Long live Pakistan-China friendship.



| now invite Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar, Leader of the House in the Senate and
Deputy Prime Minister of Pakistan, to say a few words to welcome the esteemed
delegation headed by His Excellency Cai Dafeng, Vice Chairman of the Standing
Committee of the National People’s Congress.

Senator Muhammad Ishaq Dar (Leader of the House and Deputy Prime Minister)

Senator Muhammad Ishag Dar: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Bismillah-ir-Rahman-ir-
Rahim. It is a great honor for me to welcome our distinguished guest, Excellency
Cai Dafeng, and honorable delegation from the People’s Republic of China to the
Senate of Pakistan.

Today, we celebrate 75 years of establishment of diplomatic relation between
Pakistan and China. Our "All-Weather Strategic Cooperative Partnership" has stood
all tests of time. Our relationship is based on mutual trust, mutual respect, and
mutual benefit.

We deeply appreciate China’s consistent support for Pakistan’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity. Likewise, Pakistan firmly upholds the One-China principle and
supports China on all its core interests. Our recent joint initiatives to promote
peace and stability in the Gulf and the Middle East reflect our shared sense of
responsibility as peace loving nations to contribute positively to global security and
stability.

Pakistan and China share a converging vision on regional and global issues. We are
committed to upholding the purposes and principles of the UN Charter. In a world
facing complex challenges, our coordination at the United Nations, the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO), and other international forums has been vital in

defending the interests of developing nations and promoting global peace.



Pakistan is one of the founding members in the creation of the Asian Infrastructure
Bank of China. We were an initial signatory, and we were also part of the
International Organization of Mediation, which was finalized just a year ago.

Over the past seven and a half decades, our relationship has grown from strength
to strength into a robust economic and strategic partnership. From the Karakoram
Highway to Gwadar Port, the symbols of Pak-China friendship are spread all across
Pakistan’s geography.

The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) stands as the flagship project of the
Belt and Road Initiative and a shining example of our shared vision for regional
connectivity and prosperity. CPEC has played a key role in transforming Pakistan’s
economic landscape. We look forward to its next phase 2.0 focusing on
industrialization, agriculture, and socio-economic development. We are confident
that the benefits of Pak-China partnership will reach every citizen of Pakistan.

Mr. Chairman, the CPEC idea was born initially after the 2013 general elections,
when PML-N was elected with a two-thirds majority. The Chinese Premier was on a
visit to Pakistan during the caretaker government, and on the invitation of the
Chinese Premier, Pakistan’s Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, accompanied by myself
at that time, along with the then Chief Minister, now Prime Minister, Mian
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, had very meaningful meetings at Serena.

| am reminded of that time, Mr. Chairman, when Pakistan used to have 18 hours of
outages in the cities and 20 hours in the villages. The focus of discussions with
China was the support we sought to overcome the outages and load-shedding in
Pakistan, and | must put on record that this was the beginning of the discussions
with China, which ultimately turned out to be the CPEC project.(continued TO3)
T03-20May2026 Taj/Ed. Shakeel 12:30 p.m.



Senator Mohammad Ishaqg Dar: ...Contd...and the load shedding in Pakistan,
and | must put on record, that was beginning of the discussions with China which
ultimately turned out to be the CPEC Project. China gave massive support in
eliminating the outages and the load shedding in Pakistan. We will always remain
grateful to China.

Mr. Chairman, in today’s turbulent world, the role of parliamentary
diplomacy has significantly increased. The Senate of Pakistan has always supported
stronger Pakistan-China relations. Visits such as that of Excellency Cai Dafeng
further deepen the understanding between our institutions and peoples.

Mr. Chairman, being myself a Parliamentarian, throughout since 1993, |
firmly believe in structured and regular parliamentary exchanges. This helps to
build consensus and shore up wisdom of Pakistani political parties across the
political spectrum.

Mr. Chairman, | will be accompanying H.E. Prime Minister of Pakistan,
Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif, during his forthcoming State visit to China, May-23"
to 26" in which there would also celebrations of 75" Anniversary of our
relationship. During the visit, besides having engagements with the Chinese
leadership including President Xi Jingping, Premier Li Qiang and business
enterprises meetings, we would also have meetings of two very important
mechanisms. No. 1: Pakistan-China Political Forum; and No. 2: CPEC Joint
Consultative Mechanism. A large multi-party parliamentary delegation from
Pakistan would be participating in many of these meetings in Beijing.

Mr. Chairman, to conclude, | once again extend heartiest congratulations to
the leadership and people of both Pakistan and China on 75" Anniversary of China-

Pakistan great brotherhood and diplomatic relations. We look forward to working



together for a shared future of peace, prosperity, and progress in our region and
beyond. | thank you all. Pakistan-China friendship zindabad. Long live China-
Pakistan friendship. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman: | now request honourable Senator Raja Nasir Abbas, Leader
of Opposition in the Senate to say your words and welcome the esteemed
delegation.

Senator Raja Nasir Abbas, Leader of the Opposition
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much Leader of the Opposition. Now |

request Senator Sherry Rehman, Convener, Pakistan-China Friendship Group and

the Parliamentary Leader of Pakistan People’s Party.

(Desk thumping)

Senator Sherry Rehman

Senator Sherry Rehman: Thank you. Thank you Mr. Chairman. It gives me
great pleasure and honour to warmly welcome H.E. Cai Dafeng, | hope up to now
state correctly and the National People’s Congress delegation to this august
Chamber which represents the Federation of Pakistan in equal measure. So
welcome to Islamabad Excellencies and welcome to the Senate of Pakistan.

Respected ladies and gentlemen, the relationship between China and
Pakistan is really a milestone relationship. It is a shining example of mutual respect,
sovereign equality and enduring solidarity. We have been iron brothers, now and
yet. On behalf of Pakistan People’s Party, | have to say that when we established
diplomatic relations in 1951, we were the first Muslim country to recognize and
formally welcome China into the Comity of Nations and established diplomatic

relationship...(Contd...TO5)



T04-20May2026 Ali/Ed: Waqas 12:40 pm

Senator Sherry Rehman: (Continue.....) Formally welcoming China into the
Comity of Nations and established diplomatic relationships, which endure to this
day in enviable form in the entire world. | also want to say that, for decades, our
two nations have stood by one another with predictability and consistency that
have built trust over the years and created a partnership that has contributed not
only to regional stability, as was stated here today and economic progress, but also
to the shared aspirations of our people for peace, development and prosperity. We
stand together in both war and peace, which is very important to all of us.

| also want to remind this August House and our distinguished Friends that
the Pakistan People's Party has a special place in our hearts for the People's
Republic of China and the Communist Party of China. We are legacy partners of
both entities and we are proud to say that the last leader to meet Chairman Mao
before he passed away was the Chairman of the Pakistan People's Party,
Honourable President Shaheed Zulfigar Ali Bhutto. Since then, Prime Minister
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto nurtured the relationship, which has been further
consolidated strongly by the Chairman of the Pakistan People's Party, Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari, who, as Foreign Minister, was very quick to rush to China for his
visits. But, more than anyone else, | have to say that the President of Pakistan,
President Zardari, has visited China more than any other leader. He continues to
do so with senior colleagues of my party and the Parliament to build relationships
that endure and we see today that China is Pakistan's largest trading partner. We
appreciate that, as it reflects a deep, structured, and highly trusted relationship.

We also look forward to developing not just CPEC 2.0 and taking it forward.

It is a singular vision of the People's Party as well as the ruling party. We look

10



forward to jointly developing Gwadar now as a port that is pivotal to trans-
shipment arteries today in the changing regional world and we strongly appreciate,
particularly | and all the Pakistan People's Party, China’s sustainability initiatives
and innovations in green technology that are allowing and powering many
countries, including Pakistan, to make a clean energy transition. This is clear
leadership for us and we have an important lesson to learn, which we hope the
Chinese can share with us.

Your great country has made a remarkable achievement under President Xi
in lifting, in four decades, 75 to 80 percent, 800 Million people, out of poverty. This
makes a dent of 75 percent in global poverty across the world. Your numbers are
so high, but you have taken and lifted people out of poverty. This is one of your
most remarkable achievements. Of course, we all talk about innovation, defence
ties, green technology and many things in which China is leading the world right
now.

It is a cutting-edge hub of innovation and so we look forward to sharing that.
In conclusion, Excellences, we value the cultural exchanges with China and the
educational exchanges which have further enriched our relationship. Today,
thousands of Pakistani students study in Chinese universities, invest in learning the
language at Confucius Institutes all over the country and promote both language
learning and mutual understanding. Nothing builds bonds better than the young
people of both countries building new relationships and new ties.

With these words, | want to thank you once again that, on behalf of this
August House and the Pakistan People's Party and | believe all parties here, we
reaffirm our long-standing commitment to robust democratic and Parliamentary

engagement, economic trade and defence cooperation, as well as green
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technology and much stronger people-to-people ties with China, as they go from
strength to strength.

Excellency, your visit here has cemented ties that are the wonder of the
world. So, we look forward to exchanging relationships and words with you as your
visit goes along. Welcome once again to the Senate of Pakistan and to Pakistan.
Thank you.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much, Honourable Senator Sherry Rehman

Sahiba. Now | give the Floor to Senator Kamil Ali Agha Sahib.
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Mr. Chairman: | request Senator Hidayatullah Khan, representing ANP.
(Followed by T-05)

T05-20May2026 Imran/ED: Shakeel 12:50 pm

Mr. Chairman: | request Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan representing ANP.
Senator Hidayatullah Khan
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Mr. Chairman: Now | request honorable Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri to

represent Balochistan Awami Party.

Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri

Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri: Thank you, sir. |, on behalf of Balochistan
Awami Party, am honored to welcome his excellency Mr. Cai Dafeng and the
distinguished Chinese delegation to this August House. Excellency, Pakistan really
cherishes this historic friendship with China that has remained resilient, sincere,
and exemplary, throughout exemplary unwavering support, throughout the
difficult times and changing times.

The ties between our two nations are rooted only in strategic cooperation,
but also in the deep perfection and trust shared by our people. As Pakistan in
China celebrate seventy-five years of diplomatic relations, we proudly
acknowledge a partnership that continues to expand across parliamentary
engagement, economic cooperation, regional connectivity and people to people
exchanges.

The relationship between our legislatures remains an important pillar in
strengthening mutual understanding and advancing common goals. | would also
like to thank the support that China has always shown towards the people of
Balochistan. | am confident that your visit will further enrich inter parliamentary
collaboration and contribute to carrying forward the shared vision of friendship

between peace and development between Pakistan and China. Thank you.
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri. Now | give the
floor to Senator Kamran Murtaza. He represents Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam, Fazal Ur

Rehman group.

Senator Kamran Murtaza
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much Senator Kamran Murtaza Sahib.

Senator Azam Khan Swati representing PTI. | request you to be very brief so that

they are running short of time.

Senator Mohammad Azam Khan Swati

Senator Mohammad Azam Khan Swati: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Because of
the time constrain, | would only express and say from the core of my heart that |
love people of China. | love the leadership of China and the President Xi that he is
leading the China in the whole world. | wish my great leader Imran Khan would
have been over here. Imran Khan had so much love that every cabinet meeting
that | was a minister, he would always tell us that these are the people, and this is
the leadership that we should follow.

| wholeheartedly from the core of my heart, from the core of my heart,
would say welcome here and this is your home. This is not your second home, but
this is your first home. We are integrated in love, peace and hope for the future,
just like this.

In sha Allah, very soon, if the restriction on me, for traveling to China,
finishes which I'm trying from our court system for the last one and a half year, but

I've not been allowed to go to China. If even the Chairman would help me, | would
16



go over there and express the greatest love and friendship on behalf of my great
leader which is the leader of the world and that is Imran Khan. In sha Allah, | will
come and visit you.

Please, you can see that what the Leader of the House has said and
whatever the Leader of the Opposition has said that we all are with China and just
like Mr. Chairman has already said it that our love, our affection and our friendship
is greater and higher than mountains, deeper than seas and sweeter than honey
and | endorsed the same word what the honorable Chairman has said that you are
welcome here and this is your first country. Pakistan Paindabad, China Pakistan
friendship, Zindabad.

(Desk thumping)
Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much honourable Senator Azam Swati Sahib.

(Followed by ..... TO6)
T06-20May2026 Abdul Ghafoor/ED: Shakeel 1:00 pm
Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much honourable Senator Azam Swati Sahib.

|, now request Senator Mohammad Ishag Dar, Leader of the House and the
Deputy Prime Minister to move the Resolution.

Commemorative Resolution in the Senate re-affirming Pakistan-China Friendship
and Brotherhood moved by Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar, Leader of the House
and Deputy Prime Minister

YN N e ‘p’:?:)l‘f’z)tilp’:

Senator Mohammad Ishaqg Dar: Mr. Chairman! Thank you. The Senate of the

Islamic Republic of Pakistan, in order to commemorate the 75 anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations between the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and
the People’s Republic of China:

Recalls with deep pride and profound satisfaction the historic, time-tested and

iron-clad friendship between Pakistan and China, a friendship that has been
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nurtured through the hard work and wisdom of successive generations of
leadership and the enduring goodwill of the peoples of both countries;

Recognizes that this fraternal relationship is based on mutual trust and respect,
shared aspirations, and an abiding commitment to peace, stability, development
and prosperity has withstood all tests of time irrespective of changing international
environment, which continues to be a source of strength, confidence and
reassurance for both nations;

Appreciates China’s unyielding support to Pakistan on issues concerning its core
interest, and for its steadfast support for Pakistan in safeguarding its sovereignty,
independence, territorial integrity, as well as its support for Pakistan’s efforts to
safeguard national security, stability, development and prosperity. Pakistan also
reaffirms its unyielding support to China on issues concerning its core interest, and
reiterates its firm commitment to the one-China principle, and that Taiwan is an
inalienable part of China’s territory. Pakistan firmly supports China on issues
concerning Xinjiang, Xizang, Hong Kong and the South China Sea.

Welcomes the growing parliamentary and inter-parliamentary engagement
between Pakistan and China, and expresses the desire to further strengthen these
ties in the spirit of dialogue, understanding and cooperation for regional and global
peace, stability and development;

Reaffirms its heartfelt appreciation for the growing cooperation between the two
countries in the political, economic, strategic, educational, cultural and people-to-
people spheres, which continues to deepen the bonds of friendship between the
two brotherly nations;

Resolves to continue extending its full support for the China-Pakistan Economic

Corridor and underscores the importance of continued practical partnership with
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China for shared prosperity, mutual benefit and the socio-economic development
of the peoples of both countries;

Commits to commemorate, in a befitting and dignified manner, the 75
anniversary of diplomatic relations between Pakistan and China as a symbol of
enduring brotherhood, trusted partnership and ever-deepening cooperation, and
to carry this extraordinary friendship forward from generation to generation. |
thank you Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. |, now put the resolution before the House.

(The resolution was adopted)
(Desk Thumping)
Mr. Chairman: The resolution is passed unanimously. It is for the information

of the Members that due to special sitting today in honour and recognition of our
esteemed guests the business placed on today’s Orders of the Day, including the
questions, will be carried forward tomorrow.
The proceedings of the House stand adjourned to meet again on Thursday,
the 21°" May, 2026, at 01.00 p.m.
[The House was then adjourned to meet again on Thursday, the 21°" May, 2026, at
01:00 p.m.]
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