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Shoaib.M     0000(18) Senate.      on PC-09

(288th  Session)

SENATE  SECRETARIAT

—————

“QUESTIONS  FOR  ORAL  ANSWERS  AND  THEIR  REPLIES”

to be asked at a sitting of the Senate to be held on

Wednesday, the 8th May, 2019

@*Question No. 32 Senator Rana Mahmood Ul Hassan:
      (Notice Received on 8/03/2019 at 2:00 PM) QID: 35834

         Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:

(a)     the number of Pakistani citizens presently imprisoned in
Turkey on various counts including illegal entry; and

(b)     the steps being taken by the Government get the said
persons released/ repatriated?

Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain Qureshi: (a) The number
of Pakistani citizens presently imprisoned in Turkey on various counts
including illegal entry is as following;

 As of March 2019, 281 Pakistani prisoners are imprisoned
in Turkish Jails (Table attached). Some of them have been
convicted and awarded a sentence, whereas others are still
undergoing trial.

 In addition to the prisoners, there are around 2396 Pakistanis
detained in Turkish Detention Centers across Turkey, on
account of illegal immigration to Turkey (as of 5th April
2019). This number keeps on varying according to the
number of illegal Pakistanis entering Turkey, during a certain
period.

________________________________________________________
@ Deferred on 26th April, 2019.
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(b) Following are the steps being taken by the Government to
get the said persons released/repatriated.

 The Turkish government provides legal counsel to all those
arrested. The Embassy also arranges for legal assistance,
as and when the case arises, in coordination with the Turkish
authorities. In 2018, the Embassy provided legal assistance
to 10 Pakistanis imprisoned in Turkish jails.

 Our Embassy in Ankara remains in contact with relevant
Turkish authorities to ensure provision of legal assistance to
Pakistani prisoners, as well  as keeps a close contact with
the Pakistanis imprisoned in Turkish jails.

 Our Mission also facilitates fellow Pakistanis in establishing a
contact with their families by verifying their family’s contact
details and communicating the same to the jail authorities.

 With respect to the Pakistani illegal immigrants, 1,055 Pakistanis
have been deported between January to March 2019 with our
Embassy’s efforts.

 The Embassy undertakes periodic consular visits to prisons as
well as detention centers, so as to facilitate their deportation
and address their grievances, if any.

 For instance, the consular team visited Canakkale Deportation
Center on 3rd April 2019. At the time, there were 224
illegal Pakistanis detained. The Consular team collected their
CNICs for verification of their national status, before their
deportation to Pakistan, and also conducted a motivational
session with these Pakistanis so as to dissuade them from
choosing this path of entering Turkey (i.e., illegally).
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@*Question No. 33 Senator Sassui Palijo:
      (Notice Received on 8/03/2019 at 2:05 PM) QID: 35827

         Will the Minister for Maritime Affairs be pleased to state that:

(a)    the names of officers in BPS-17 to 21 working in the Port
Qasim Authority with province wise break up; and

(b)    whether there is any deficiency in the prescribed quota of
the provinces/regions, if so, the details and reasons thereof?

Syed Ali Haider Zaidi: (a) The list of officers in BPS-17 to 22
working in the Port Qasim Authority is attached at Annex-A. However,
province wise break up is as under:—

(b) PQA recruitment rules have been approved by the Federal
Government in March, 2011 and notified vide SRO No. 43(KE)/2011,
dated 05-03-2011, published in Gazette of Pakistan on 09-04-2011,
thereafter appointment are made in PQA in accordance with the recruitment
rules/ procedure and observance of provincial / regional quota.

At present, PQA Board has imposed a ban on recruitment (except
operational categories), vide BR No. 08/2014, dated 16-09-2014. The
shortfall in prescribed quota will be materialized after lifting of ban on
appointment imposed by the PQA Board.

________________________________________________________
@ Deferred from 26th April, 2019.
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@*Question No. 43 Senator Sirajul Haq:
      (Notice Received on 13/03/2019 at 10:26 AM) QID: 35821

         Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state the
number of sanctioned posts in BPS-17 in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs indicating also the names of persons working against
the same with province wise break up?

Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain Qureshi: Presently, there
are 88 sanctioned posts in BS-17 officers in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Their Province-wise break up is as under:

@*Question No. 46 Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood:
      (Notice Received on 13/03/2019 at 1:00 PM) QID: 34489

        Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) the names and places of domicile of non-career diplomats
presently posted abroad; and

(b) the procedure adopted for appointment of non-career
diplomats?

Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain Qureshi: (a) The details
of non-career diplomats is as under:

________________________________________________________
@ Deferred on 26th April, 2019.
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(b) As per established procedure, power to appoint Ambassadors/
High Commissioners rests with the Prime Minister of Pakistan.

Non-career Ambassadors/High Commissioners are appointed by
the Prime Minister from various walks of life against 20% quota fixed for this
purpose. Experienced and eminent personalities are selected for such
assignments.

@*Question No. 48 Senator Sirajul Haq:
      (Notice Received on 14/03/2019 at 10:00 AM) QID: 35548

         Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) the steps taken by the Government at the International
level to resolve the Kashmir dispute according to UN
resolutions; and

(b) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the
Government to appoint for this purpose a voice Foreign
Minister for Kashmir Affairs?

________________________________________________________
@ Deferred on 26th April, 2019.



9

Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain Qureshi: (a) Jammu and
Kashmir is the core dispute between Pakistan and India. It is vital to find a
just solution to this longstanding dispute as per the UN Security Council
resolutions and wishes of the Kashmiri people through a free and impartial
plebiscite under the UN auspices, for lasting peace and stability in the
South Asia.

Pakistan’s principled position on Jammu and Kashmir dispute is
based on the UN Security Council Resolutions. Pakistan strongly
condemns the widespread human rights violations in Indian occupied
Jammu & Kashmir (IOK) and raises it at all relevant international forums.

Pakistan has always utilized the forum of United Nations for
highlighting the Jammu and Kashmir dispute. During his statement at the
73rd Session of the United Nations General Assembly, the Foreign
Minister presented a strong case at the UN General Assembly highlighting
the Jammu and Kashmir dispute, Indian terrorism in Indian occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (IoK) and also raised the dispute of Jammu and
Kashmir in all his bilateral meetings on the sidelines of the session.

Human Rights Council Sessions are held thrice a year in Geneva.
Pakistan has been availing the Council platform to highlight India’s
continued denial of the right to self-determination to the Kashmiri people.
Pakistan also raises the Jammu and Kashmir dispute at the OIC forum
on every available opportunity. The OIC supports the right of the people
of Jammu and Kashmir to self determination, as enshrined in the UN
Security Council Resolutions.

Pakistan extends its unflinching political, moral and diplomatic
support to the just cause of the Kashmiri people and shall continue to do
so.

(b) There is no proposal under consideration for now to appoint
vice Foreign Minister for Kashmir Affairs.
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@*Question No. 58 Senator Abdul Rehman Malik:
     (Notice Received on 22/03/2019 at 12:25 PM) QID: 35923

         Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) the number of conferences/seminars conducted by the
Pakistan Missions abroad to highlight the Kashmir issue
during the last one years; and

(b) the details of diplomatic efforts made by the Government
to get stopped the increase in brutalities committed by
Indian forces against Kashmiris post Pulwama incident?

Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain Qureshi: (a) In order to
commemorate Kashmir Black Day 2018 and Kashmir Solidarity Day 2019,
more than 74 events were organized by various embassies of Pakistan, which
included conferences, seminars, photo exhibitions, protest marches,
awareness campaigns, with the participation of parliamentarians of the host
countries, notable dignitaries, scholars, academicians and media persons aimed
to highlight the Jammu and Kashmir dispute as well as the plight of the people
of Indian occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IoK) living under Indian repression.

Besides, Our Consulate in Toronto organized a special ‘Kashmir
Solidarity Day Conference’ from 4-8th of July 2018 to highlight the ongoing
human rights violations in IoK. Our Mission in Brussels also organized
‘Kashmir International Conference’ on 27th September 2018 to highlight
the plight of the Kashmiri people.

(b) In the aftermath of the Pulwama attack, Pakistan vociferously
condemned the reprisal attacks carried out by extremist Hindus against
innocent Kashmiris. In this context, the Foreign Minister extended letters to
the United Nations Secretary General, UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights and OIC Secretary General and brought to their notice the deteriorating
situation of South Asia as well as IoK. The Foreign secretary also briefed the
resident envoys in Islamabad on the plight of the massive human rights abuses
committed by the Indian occupation forces following the Pulwama attack.
________________________________________________________

@ Deferred on 26th April, 2019.
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An emergency session of the OIC Contact Group on Jammu and Kashmir
was convened in Jeddah on 26th February 2019 to review the
deteriorating situation in IoK. Moreover, during the 46th Session of the
OIC-CFM held on 1st of March 2019, the OIC member states
unanimously adopted a resolution condemning Indian terrorism in IoK
and reaffirming the right to self-determination of the Kashmiri people.
The escalating violence against Kashmiris has been condemned globally,
including by the OHCHR and OIC.

@*Question No. 60 Senator Chaudhary Tanvir Khan:
      (Notice Received on 26/03/2019 at 11:00 AM) QID: 35977

         Will the Minister for Maritime Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) the number of ships which can be docked at Port Qasim,
Karachi simultaneously with type and size wise breakup;

(b) the number of foreign ships arrived at the said port during
the last five years with country, type and size wise breakup;
and

(c) the revenue earned by the Government from the arrival of
the said ships during that period with year wise and ship
wise breakup?

Syed Ali Haider Zaidi: (a) Requisite information is placed at
Annex-A.

(b) Requisite information is placed at Annex-B.

(c) Requisite information is placed at Annex-C.

(Annexures have been placed on the Table of the House as well as Library.)

________________________________________________________
@ Deferred from 26th April, 2019.
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@*Question No. 61 Senator Chaudhary Tanvir Khan:
      (Notice Received on 26/03/2019 at 11:00 AM) QID: 35576

         Will the Minister for Maritime Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) the number of disabled persons employed in the Ministry
of Maritime Affairs during the last five years with year
wise and grade wise breakup; and   

(b) the number of posts for the disabled persons in the Ministry
at present and the number of persons working against the
said posts with grade wise break up?

Syed Ali Haider Zaidi: (a) One (01) disabled person has been
appointed in Ministry of Maritime Affairs in the year 2019 against 2% disable
quota.

(b) 1.10 posts goes to disabled quota for which 01 person is
working against the disabled quota.

*Question No. 188 Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi:
  (Notice Received on 14/03/2019 at 9:00 AM) QID: 35049

will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the hostel fee being
charged by the Peshawar University is about five times higher
than that being charged by the University of Engineering and
Khyber Medical College situated in the same campus, if so, the
reasons thereof and the steps being taken by the Government to
reduce the same?

Mr. Shafqat Mahmood:

According to the University of Peshawar updates:

It is not correct to state that the hostel fee being charged by the Peshawar
University is five times higher than that being charged by the University of
Engineering and Khyber Medical College situated in the same campus. The
hostel fee charged by the aforesaid institutions is as below:
________________________________________________________

@ Deferred from 26th April, 2019.
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*Question No. 189 Senator Rana Mahmood Ul Hassan:
  (Notice Received on 14/03/2019 at 9:30 AM) QID: 35876

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training
be pleased to state:

(a) the terms and conditions laid down for opening and
operating of private schools in Islamabad indicating also
the present status of implementation of the same;

(b) whether it is a fact that a number of private schools have
recently closed down their operation causing difficulties
for their students, if so, the details thereof; and

(c) whether it is also a fact that the said schools are not paying
back the refundable fee to parents of their students and



14

have unilaterally shifted the students to other schools
without obtaining consent of their parents, if so, the
remedial steps being taken by the Government in this regard
to protect the interests of students?

Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: (a)  Islamabad Capital Territory-Private
Educational Institutions Regulatory Authority (ICT-PEIRA) is mandated
to register, regulate and to determine fees of private schools within the
territorial jurisdiction of Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT), offering
education upto Intermediate or “A” Level/equivalent level.

In pursuance of Islamabad Capital Territory-Private Educational
Institutions (Registration and Regulation) Act, 2013, Private Educational
Institutions (Registration & Fee Determination) Rules, 2016 (annexed)
were framed and implemented with effect from 20-06-2016. These rules
provide a comprehensive framework for registration, regulation,
monitoring, inspection and fee determination of Private Educational
Institutions (PEIs) of ICT and accordingly being implemented, while
processing of cases for registration of private schools. As a result, it has
been observed that most of the private schools are deficient on account
of terms and conditions of registration. That is why, private schools are
being registered on provisional basis instead of permanent registration.
In addition, list of deficiencies pointed out/observed during inspection
are also communicated alongwith a timeline to the private schools.

(b) No such case/complaint has been reported, so far.

(c) As at serial b above.

(Annexur has been placed on the Table of the House as well as Library.)

*Question No. 191 Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood:
  (Notice Received on 15/03/2019 at 9:15 AM) QID: 35486

Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is fact that the raw material used by the cotton
industry in Pakistan is being exported to other countries
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due to which the prices of the same have been increased in
the country , if so, the overall effect thereof on local
industry; and

(b) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the
Government to impose a ban on the export of the said raw
material and to encourage export of finished value added
goods of cotton, if so, the details thereof?

Sahibzada Muhammad Mehboob Sultan: (a) Yes cotton
exported to other countries in a very small quantity ranging from
200,000 bales to 500,000 bales.

It is not true that the prices in Pakistan escalate due to export of
cotton; in fact cotton prices always remain depressed in Pakistan than
international market due to monopoly of buying by the single buyer (APTMA).

(b) No, there is no such proposal under consideration.

*Question No. 192 Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi:
  (Notice Received on 15/03/2019 at 9:30 AM) QID: 35438

Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state:

(a) the details of houses, shops and other properties on both
sides of the NHA road from Chakdara to Mingora which
were demolished in 2017-18 for extension of that road;

(b) whether it is a fact that the owners of those houses and
shops have not been paid any compensation so far, if so,
the reasons thereof and the time by which they will be paid
the same; and

(c) whether it is also a fact that instead of extension, the said
road was only repaired / carpeted, if so, the reasons thereof?

Mr. Murad Saeed: (a) Encroachment was removed for widening
of the road at various locations from KM 06+000 - 35+300 IN Chakdara-
Mingora section [Detail is at Annex-A]
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(b) No, as these were encroachments.

(c) The average width of Carriageway was 5-6 meter without
any treated shoulder which is under rehabilitation and reconstruction
project having width of 7.3 meter Asphaltic Carriageway with 2 meter
treated shoulder on either side. The width of the Asphaltic Carriageway
in the Bazaar area was increased to 9.3 meter which varies at different
locations as per site requirement. In addition to the above, construction
of new side drains, culverts and retaining walls are also part of the said
project.

(Annexure has been placed on the Table of the House as well as Library.)

*Question No. 193 Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi:
  (Notice Received on 15/03/2019 at 9:30 AM) QID: 35759

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the Pakistanis living in Turkey are
facing difficulties in renewal of their passports and other
matters in Pakistan’s embassy, if so, the reasons thereof;
and

(b) the steps being taken by the Government to facilitate the
said expatriates and resolve the issues being faced by them
in the embassy?

Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain Qureshi: (a) According
to the information provided by our Embassy, the Pakistanis living in the
Turkey do not face any difficulty in getting their passports renewed by
the Embassy of Pakistan in Ankara or the Consulate General of Pakistan
in Istanbul. He necessary requirements for renewal of passport are clearly
given on the Embassy’s website. The applicants can visit the website and
accordingly bring necessary documents for renewal of the passports.

(b) The procedure in place appears to be working quite well.
The Mission however, is working to further improve its service delivery.
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*Question No. 194 Senator Rana Mahmood Ul Hassan:
  (Notice Received on 15/03/2019 at 9:45 AM) QID: 35893

Will the Minister for Inter Provincial Coordination be pleased
to refer to Senate starred question No.75, replied on 5th March,
2019 and state:

(a) the date on which the Government formally asked the
Pakistan Hockey Federation to furnish a report regarding
the poor performance of Pakistan Hockey team in different
International events indicating also the deadline/time frame
given to the same for submission of the report;

(b) whether the said Federation submitted the report within
the stipulated period, if so, the details thereof;

(c) the details of utilization of funds given to that Federation
during the last five years with head wise breakup; and

(d) the time by which the Auditor General of Pakistan will
complete the forensic audit of the said Federation?

Dr. Fehmida Mirza: (a) Pakistan Sports Board (PSB) asked
Pakistan Hockey Federation to furnish a report regarding poor
performance of Pakistan Hockey team in different international events
on 17-01-2019. PHF submitted report on 21-01-2019 (Annex-I)

(b) PHF submitted the report within the stipulated period as
mentioned in (a) above.

(c) During the last five years,  Government provided
Rs. 425,672,790/-. Head wise break up is enclosed at (Annex-II).

(d) Auditor General of Pakistan’s audit team is conducting the
forensic audit of PSB including PHF without any stipulated time frame.
Auditor General of Pakistan has been requested to communicate the date
of completion of forensic audit.
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*Question No. 195 Senator Mian Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh:
  (Notice Received on 15/03/2019 at 2:00 PM) QID: 35897

Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to refer to the
Senate starred Question No. 84, replied on 5th March, 2019 and
state:

(a) the revenue collected from toll plazas on National Highways
and Motorways during the period from 2013 to 2019
indicating also the amount utilized out of the same under
the heads of routine and periodic maintenance and
rehabilitation of NHA network in accordance with the RMA
rules; and

(b) the amount utilized on the maintenance and rehabilitation
of GT road section from Lahore to Islamabad/Rawalpindi
during the said period?

Mr. Murad Saeed: The revenue collected from the Toll plazas on
National Highways and Motorways (other than BOT) during the period from
2013 to 2019 is as under:
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NATIONAL HIGHWAY AUTHORITY
Earned Toll Revenue

for the Period FY- 2012-13 to FY- 2018-19 (upto Apr.-19)

(Rs. In Million)
————————————————————————————
S# Toll Plaza National Motorways Total Earned Toll

Highways Revenue
(NHs + MWs)

————————————————————————————
1 FY 2012-13 9,938.70 3,597.54 13,536.24

2 FY 2013-14 10,200.16 3,791.20 13,991.37

3 FY 2014-15 12,813.30 3,457.52 16,270.83

4 FY 2015-16 13,598.98 3,601.16 17,200.14

5 FY 2016-17 15,825.65 2,979.29 18,804.95

6 FY 2017-18 17,962.29 1,336.13 19,298.42

7 FY 2018-19 16,990.75 2,070.65 19,061.40
(Jul.-18 to Apr.-19)

————————————————————————————
Total Earned Toll Revenue 97,329.84 20,833.50 118,163.34
————————————————————————————

Revenue collected from Toll Plazas on National Highways &
Motorways during the period from 2013-2019 is expended through the
following heads of Maintenance/Rehabilitation activities as per annual
maintenance plan:

National Highway Authority
Amount Utilized

2012-13 to 2018-19 (upto 30th March 2019)

(Rs. In Million)
————————————————————————————
S# Yearwise Rehabilitation Periodic Routine Total

Ependitures Maintenance Maintenance

————————————————————————————
01 FY-2012-13 1,300.89 833.919 2,333.805 4.468.619

02 FY-2013-14 757.715 463.414 1,586.367 2,807.496

————————————————————————————
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————————————————————————————
S# Yearwise Rehabilitation Periodic Routine Total

Ependitures Maintenance Maintenance

————————————————————————————
03 FY -2014-15 742.703 9,547.897 2,625.656 12,916.256

04 FY -2015-16 889.469 10,371.00 2,458.537 13,719.006

05 FY-2016-17 674.155 6,625.130 2,476.934 9,776 219

06 FY-2017-18 958.967 4,274.253 3,657.242 8,890.462

07  FY-2018-19 538.100 4,514.945 1,936.585 6,989.630
(Jul-18 to 30th

Mar-19

————————————————————————————
Total 5,861.999 36,630.558 17,075.126 59,567.688

Expenditure

————————————————————————————
The amount utilized on the maintenance & rehabilitation on G.T Road

Section form Lahore to Islamabad / Rawalpindi during 2012-13 to 2018-19
(Upto 31st March 2019) is Rs. 9,917.429/- (Million).

*Question No. 196 Senator Mian Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh:
  (Notice Received on 15/03/2019 at 2:00 PM) QID: 35896

Will the Minister for Overseas Pakistan’s with reference to Senate
starred question No. 76, replied on 5th March 2019, be pleased
to state:

(a) the details of international conventions signed by Pakistan
regarding  forced labour, indicating also the role of the
Federal Government in implementation of the same of the
18th Constitutional Amendment; and

(b) the role of the Federal Government in the implementation
of Article 11(2) of the Constitution of the devolution of the
subject of labour welfare as a result of the said
Amendment?
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Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource
Development: (a) The Government of Pakistan has ratified the following
two fundamental labour conventions related to forced labour:

i. C029 - Forced Labour Convention, 1930 (No. 29) defines
forced labour as - all work or service which is exacted/
demanded from any person under the menace of any penalty
and for which the said person has not offered himself voluntarily.

ii. C105 - Abolition of Forced Labour Convention, 1957
(No. 105) stipulates that forced (compulsory) labour can never
be used as a means of political coercion or punishment or as a
labour discipline.

Role of Federal Government includes “International Treaties,
Conventions and Agreements and International Arbitration” provided
under Entry No. 32 of Part-I of the Federal Legislative List in Fourth
Schedule in relation to Article 70(4) of the Constitution.

After the 18th Constitutional Amendment, the Federal
Government coordinates among the Provincial Governments to facilitate
enforcement on ILO ratified Conventions in the Provinces.

(b) Article 11(2) of the Constitution defines that “All forms of
forced labour and traffic in human beings are prohibited”. After devolution,
matters relating to labour are Provincial subjects. However, the Federal
Government coordinates with the Provincial labour departments for
implementation of International Labour Standards in the country.
Therefore, the relevant laws are being implemented by the Provinces.

*Question No. 197 Senator Rana Mahmood Ul Hassan:
  (Notice Received on 18/03/2019 at 9:35 AM) QID: 35903

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) the number of Pakistani citizens imprisoned in Al-Hassa
Jail in Al-Afoof city of Saudi Arabia at present; and
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(b) the names of the said prisoners who have completed their
sentence but  have not been released so far indicating also
the reasons thereof and the time by which they will be get
released?

Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain Qureshi: (a) Our Mission
in Riyadh has conveyed that there are 88 Pakistanis imprisoned in Al-Hassa
jail. Their detail is as under:

Prisoners Sentenced :  46

Prisoners under Trial :  42

Total :  88

(b) There are 09 Pakistani prisoners who have completed their
sentence but are awaiting their release due to non- payment of fines/ Private
rights/ Public rights.
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*Question No. 198 Senator Rahila Magsi:
  (Notice Received on 18/03/2019 at 11:00 AM) QID: 35900

Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research be
pleased to state whether the incumbent Government has started
any project to achieve the SDGs goals of “zero hungers” in the
country, if so, the details thereof, indicating also the funds
allocated for the same with province wise break up?

Sahibzada Muhammad Mehboob Sultan: Ministry of NFSR has
developed 13 projects with cost of Rs. 284 billion over next 05 year. The
projects directly and indirectly cater to the objectives of SDGs.{The total
cost of projects province wise are at Annex —A and details as under:)}
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*Question No. 199 Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood:
  (Notice Received on 22/03/2019 at 9:25 AM) QID: 35527

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) the present position of the case against Dr. Aafia Siddiqui
in the U.S; and

(b) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the
Government to file an appeal on behalf of Dr. Aafia Siddiqui
in USA, if so, the details thereof?

Makhdoom Shah Mahmood  Hussain Qureshi: (a) The
Government of Pakistan is fully seized of the case of Dr. Aafia Siddiqui and
has consistently raised her case, including possibility of her repatriation to
Pakistan, with the US authorities. Pakistan’s Consul General in Houston
pays periodic Consular visits to Dr. Siddiqui, to inquire about her well being
and conveys her messages, if any, to Dr. Aafia’s family.

After his meeting with Dr. Aafia Siddiqui’s sister on 12th November
2018, Foreign Minister instructed the Consul General in Houston to remain
in touch with the prison facilities with a view to ensure that rights of Dr. Aafia
are fully respected. Consul General last visited Dr. Aafia Siddiqui on 18th
April, 2019. Additionally, a request has been made by Pakistan to the US
for exploring possibilities of accession to Inter-American Convention Serving
Criminal Sentences Abroad, 1993 to serve as the platform for negotiating
options of repatriation of Dr. Aafia.

(b) According to the requirements of US judicial system, the
decision to file an appeal could only be taken by Dr. Aafia Siddiqui herself.
There are also normally time limits involved to file an appeal. During the
consular visit of 18th  April, 2019, Dr. Aafia Siddiqui indicated her willingness
to file the appeal.
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*Question No. 201 Senator Mian Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh:
  (Notice Received on 25/03/2019 at 3:20 PM) QID: 35929

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination be pleased to state whether it is a fact that
Government has formulated a plan to upgrade 30 hospitals to
treat the multi-drug resistant TB cases, if so, the names and
locations of the same?

Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination: Yes, government has upgraded 30 hospitals as Programmatic
Management of Drug-resistant Tuberculosis (PMDT) sites for the treatment
of drug-resistant TB patients with the financial support of Global Fund for
TB. Province wise/ district wise detail is as under:
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*Question No. 202 Senator Muhammad Usman Khan Kakar:
  (Notice Received on 1/04/2019 at 1:35 PM) QID: 35979

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training
be pleased to state the number of male and female students who
completed their Ph.D. degrees from local and foreign universities
during the last ten years with subject wise and province wise
break up?

Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: A total of 11,991 (7997 male and 3994
female) students who completed their PhD degrees from local universities
during the last ten years. The province wise break up is as under:
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(Annexure has been placed on the Table of the House as well as Library.)
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*Question No. 203 Senator Muhammad Usman Khan Kakar:
  (Notice Received on 1/04/2019 at 1:35 PM) QID: 35980

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training
be pleased to state:

(a) the number of Government, semi Government and private
Engineering Universities in the country with province wise
break up indicating also the number of male and female
students enrolled in the same; and

(b) the quota prescribed for male and female students of
Balochistan in the said Universities?

Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: (a) A total of 15 (13 Public and 2 Private)
Engineering Universities/ Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) are in the
country. The Province-wise breakup indicating also the number of male and
female students are enrolled in the HEIs; is as under:

(b) A total of 494 seats are reserved for (450 Male & 44 Female)
students of Balochistan in the said Universities. The University-wise and Province-
wise quota prescribed for male and female students of Balochistan in public
and private engineering sector universities/HEIs is attached at Annex-I.



32

*Question No. 204 Senator Sirajul Haq:
  (Notice Received on 2/04/2019 at 9:25 AM) QID: 35969

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training
be pleased to state:

(a) the details of the curriculum and extra-curricular activities
prescribed for students in  educational institutions under
the administrative control of the Federal Government in
the country; and

(b) whether the Government has devised any mechanism to
monitor the said activities in those educational institutions
and to make the same harmonious with our cultural and
national requirements, if so, the details thereof?
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Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: (a) Federal Directorate of Education
(FDE), Islamabad circulates among all educational institutions it’s academic
and sports calendar every year wherein details of curricular and extra-curricular
activities to be carried out on weekly and monthly basis are laid down. Copies
of these calendars are at Annex-A & B.

(b) The sports activities in each educational institution is carried
out and monitored by the Physical Teachers appointed by Federal Directorate
of Education, Islamabad whereas the Area Education Offices ensure zonal
and inter-zonal competitions in various sports. Also, a Sports Gala is organized
every year in the month of December every year to monitor and assess the
performance of sports teachers through outcomes of the competitions held
among different sports teams.

As regarding academic activities are concerned, these are regular
feature of schools and colleges under FDE synchronized with Basic Calendar
of Activities circulated among all institutions before commencement of each
academic year. The relevant stakeholders are taken on board and each activity
is discussed in detail at an appropriate level before their final placement on
the calendar and its final approval. FDE takes every effort to align these
activities with culture and national requirements of the country and standardize
the same across all schools and colleges.
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Annex-A
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Annex-B
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*Question No. 205 Senator Chaudhary Tanvir Khan:
  (Notice Received on 3/04/2019 at 12:50 PM) QID: 35029

Will the Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource
Development be pleased to state:

(a) the amount released under the head of Workers Welfare
Fund (WWF) during the last five years with year wise and
province wise breakup; and

(b) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the
Government to make the said fund more transparent and
efficient, if so, the details thereof?
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Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resources
Development: (a) Rs. 53.680 Billion were released by the Finance
Division to Workers Welfare Fund, during last five years (2013-14 to
2017-18) as detailed below:

Year wise and Province-wise release of funds made to Provincial
Workers Welfare Boards and Workers Welfare Fund against their approved
budget is as under:

*Total amount of Rs. 11.360 billion is actual expenditure of Fund Secretariat
from 2013 to 2018

 A transparent mechanism already exists for disbursement of
the funds to Provincial Governments, after release of funds by
Finance Division on quarterly basis.

 Prior to disbursement of funds, demands from Provincial
Governments are obtained (quarterly) alongwith details of
unspent balance of the previous quarter.
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 Funds are released as per approved procedure. The unspent
balance with the provinces is adjusted twice a year on 1st July
and 1st January of each year.

 There is a need for capacity building of the provinces for full
utilization of unspent funds to avoid lapse.

 No provinces have ever reported unequal distribution of funds.
However, some times their demands are curtailed according to
the directions from Finance Division and maintained by Workers
Welfare Fund for efficient management of funds.

*Question No. 206 Senator Chaudhary Tanvir Khan:
  (Notice Received on 3/04/2019 at 12:50 PM) QID: 35032

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training
be pleased to state:

(a) the names, designations and place of domicile of the
members of the Senate established in the public sector
universities in the country with university wise breakup;
and

(b) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the
present Government to improve the standard of the said
universities, if so, the details thereof?

Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: (a) A consolidated list containing the names,
designations, place of domicile of the members of Senate/ Syndicate/ Board
of Governors established in the public sector universities across the country
with university-wise breakup is attached at Annex-I.

(b) Improvements in performance and standards of Higher
Education Sector is one of core strategic aims of the present Government.
The Government fully supports the programmes, policies, and reforms initiated
by Higher Education Commission (HEC) for improvement of Higher
Education Research and Development. As a result of these reforms, the
ranking of Pakistani Universities have improved substantially, and there are
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twenty three (23) Pakistani Universities ranked in top 500 Quacquarelli
Symonds (QS) Asian ranking, 2019 and (9) Nine Pakistani Universities
ranked in top 1000 Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) World ranking, 2019.
Nature, International Journal of Science in its article dated 27-12-2018 states
that Pakistan and Egypt had highest rises in research output in 2018. According
to estimates, Pakistan and Egypt topped the list in percentage terms, with
rises of 25% and 15.9% in research output, respectively. Detail of some of
Programmes launched by HEC for improvement of HEIs standards, overall
governance, and quality of education is attached at Annex-II.

Note: A total of 113 public sector universities are in the country.
The data from 83 universities/DAIs have been received. The
remaining data is being compiled and will be provided shortly.

(Annexure has been placed on the Table of the House as well as Library.)

*Question No. 207 Senator Chaudhary Tanvir Khan:
  (Notice Received on 3/04/2019 at 12:50 PM) QID: 35987

Will the Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resources
Development be pleased to state the details of the incentives
facilities provided to official delegates from the foreign countries
who come to Pakistan for recruitment of Pakistanis for
employment abroad?

Minister for Overseas Pakistanis & Human Resource
Development: Although there is specified incentive regime for delegations
who visit Pakistan for recruitment, Ministry of OP&HRD and its organizations
facilitate the delegations during their visit from arrival till departure. In this
regard focal persons have been appointed to extend protocol and accompany
the delegation to their meetings. The foreign delegates are also facilitated by
providing local transportation. They are assisted in fixing appointments with
the relevant Ministries/ Departments.
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*Question No. 208 Senator Syed Muhammad Ali Shah Jamot:
  (Notice Received on 9/04/2019 at 9:15 AM) QID: 36001

Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research be
pleased to state the criteria laid down for appointment against
the post of the Chairman, NARC, indicating also the period/
tenure for which the appointment is made against the same?

Shahibzada Muhammad Mehboob Sultan: The criteria duly
approved by PARC Board of Governors (BoG) in its 41st meeting held on
29-11-2017 for appointment to the post of Chairman, PARC in MP-I scale
is as follows:

 Eminent Scientist having Ph.D in Agriculture related Sciences
from HEC recognized university

 Candidates must have first division OR CGPA 3.00 OR more
in the highest degree with not more than one second division
OR grade C in the academic career.

 At least 25 years proven experience in R&D organizations /
recognized institutions of research/higher learning public/private
sector including experience in managing a multi-disciplinary
group of scientists and researchers.

 Minimum 17 research publications in HEC recognized refereed
journals/books.

 An eminent scientist connected with agricultural research and
demonstrated leadership in strategic planning, implementation
and management of multi-disciplinary agricultural research
programs.

 Demonstrated abilities to mobilize and utilize financial & human
resources effectively.

 Having strong communication, negotiation and inter-personal
skills.
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 Age Limit: As per Govt. rules.

 Tenure: 2 years

*Question No. 209 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed:
  (Notice Received on 10/04/2019 at 1:30 PM) QID: 35672

will the Federal Minister for Federal Education and professional
Training  be pleased to state the number of public sector
universities in the country which have established libraries
indicating also the number of books in the same?

Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: A total of 116 (one hundred and sixteen)
Public Universities/ Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) are in the country.
Regional-wise distribution of HEIs is as under:

A university-wise consolidated list of public sector universities having
libraries indicating also the number of books is attached at Annex-I.
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*Question No. 210 Senator Muhammad Usman Khan Kakar:
  (Notice Received on 11/04/2019 at 9:35 AM) QID: 36012

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination be pleased to state:

(a) the number of Pakistani students who completed their
MBBS from foreign countries during the last ten years with
year wise breakup; and

(b) the number of the said students who passed the PMDC
test and got registered with it during that period with year
wise breakup?

Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination: The reply on question is a data collection of students who
completed their MBBS from foreign countries for the last ten years with year
wise breakup. It needs time as it is a lengthy process. Therefore, it is requested
that question may kindly be deferred till next Rota day please.
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*Question No. 211 Senator Abdul Rehman Malik:
  (Notice Received on 11/04/2019 at 11:35 AM) QID: 36015

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination be pleased to state the procedure laid down for
ensuring quality control of medicines being manufactured in the
country indicating also the punishment/penalties prescribed for
companies found involved in production of substandard and
spurious medicines and vaccines?

Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination:

 Section 4 of the DRAP Act, 2012 empowers The Director
QA&LT, DRAP to ensure the Quality Control of medicines
being manufactured in the country. The Federal Inspector of
Drugs inspect the premises where the drugs are being
manufactured or sold, and draws samples and sends them to
the Federal Government Analyst, Central Drugs Laboratory,
Karachi for the purpose of test / analysis.

 The Federal Government Analyst submits a signed report
declaring the tested samples as either passed or failed and send
the report to the Federal inspector of Drugs. The accused person
may challenge the said report within 30 days of receipt of copy
of report for re-testing in notified appellate laboratory (National
Institute of Health, Islamabad).

 The Federal Inspector of Drugs forwards complete case to the
board concerned or the competent forum for their consideration
and necessary directions under the law.

 The concerned board or the competent forum issues show cause
and give personal hearing to the accused persons and if deemed
appropriate, may suspend/cancel the license of manufacturer/
registration of the drug.
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 In addition to above mentioned actions, the concerned board
or competent forum may also give permission for lodging FIR
and prosecution of the accused persons to the Federal Inspector
of Drugs in the court of competent jurisdiction.

 The punishment for the manufacturing of Substandard / Spurious
drugs is as under;

 Furthermore, the mentioned procedure is same for both drugs
and vaccines.

*Question No. 212 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed:
  (Notice Received on 12/04/2019 at 9:35 AM) QID: 35605

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination be pleased to state:
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(a) whether it is a fact that typhoid is rapidly increasing in the
country, if so, the number of cases of the same reported
during the period from 2016 to 2018; and

(b) whether it is also a fact that the medicines available in the
market do not properly cure the said disease which makes
it difficult to control the same, if so, the steps being taken
by the Government in this regard?

Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination: (a) Typhoid fever is an endemic disease has always effected
people in the country. Cases of typhoid are reported from health facilities
throughout the country via the District Health Information System (DHIS).
The number of typhoid cases reported through DHIS for the specified years
are listed below:

 2016: 197,515 cases
 2017: 277,306 cases
 2018: 242,071 cases

(b) Typhoid fever is normally sensitive to broad spectrum antibiotics
available across the country.

Since December 2016, the province of Sindh has been facing an outbreak
of a Drug Resistant (XDR) Typhoid Fever. This particular variant of typhoid is
resistant to the drugs which are commonly used to treat typhoid fever.

The XDR variant has acquired genetic resistance to these drugs and
is only sensitive to macrolides and carbapenem based antibiotics.

Hence it is not the case that drugs are not properly curing the disease,
rather the resistant variety of the bacterium is resistant to the standard drugs
used for treatment.

The M/o NHSRC has been involved in supporting the DoH,
Government of Sindh in managing this outbreak since August 2018 and have
organized multiple WHO missions of Subject Matter Experts to analyse,
characterize and assess the ongoing outbreak. These WHO missions have
subsequently developed a consensus based National Action Plan (NAP) for
XDR Typhoid with input from stakeholders from across the country.
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*Question No. 215 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed:
  (Notice Received on 17/04/2019 at 12:40 PM) QID: 35419

Will the Federal Minister for Inter-Provincial Coordination be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the performance of Pakistan teams
in sports like Hockey, Cricket, Squash, Snooker, Athletics
and Boxing at the International level has become poor at
present, if so, the reasons thereof; and

(b) the steps taken/being taken by the Government to improve
the performance of Pakistani teams/players in the said
sports, with particular reference to hockey?

Dr. Fehmida Mirza: (a) The performance of Pakistan teams in
Sports like Hockey, Squash, Athletics and Boxing cannot be termed as
satisfactory. despite the fact that following grants during the last 05 years
have been provided to them:-

Some factors contributing to the poor performance are as under:-

 Lack of training at grass roots level.

 Internal politics and lack of discipline.

 Lack of international exposure to our players

 Improper selection of players
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Whereas the performance of Cricket and Snooker teams can be
termed as satisfactory.

(b) Since Sports is a devolved subject, Minister for IPC convened
a meeting with the Provincial Sports Ministers to spearhead the promotion
of Hockey at grass roots level in the Provinces along-with provision of
infrastructure facilities. Alongside, technological support be enhanced matching
with international standards. Further, revival of departmental Hockey, addition
of astro turf in the country and organization of Pakistan Hockey Super League
on the pattern of Pakistan Super League have also been envisaged to make
the game of Hockey more competitive aimed at revival of past glory.

Moreover, PSB is being revamped looking at various weaknesses
of the system, as previously there was no system of accountability of the
state of affairs.

*Question No. 216 Senator Prof. Dr. Mehar Taj Roghani:
  (Notice Received on 24/04/2019 at 9:30 AM) QID: 36037

Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state whether
it is a fact that there is no facility of E-tag on Swat Motorway, if
so, the reasons thereof and the time by which the said facility
will be provided on that Motorway.

Mr. Murad Saeed: Swat Motorway does not belong to NHA’s
road network. The said Motorway comes under the jurisdiction of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Highway Authority Government of KPK.

It is therefore requested that query may be reffered to concerned
quarter, please.

*Question No. 217 Senator Prof. Dr. Mehar Taj Roghani:
  (Notice Received on 24/04/2019 at 9:30 AM) QID: 36038

Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that various food items are being sold
at higher prices at rest areas on Motorways in the country,
if so, the reasons thereof; and
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(b) whether there is any mechanism for monitoring/checking
the prices of various food items in those areas, if so, the
details thereof?

Mr. Murad Saeed: (a) Persistent complaints about price  hike in
service areas were received in  National Highway Authority. Ministry of
Communications sensitized  Government of Punjab to take the corrective
action. Besides, NHA has also engaged the concessionaire for improved
quality of service and controlled prices.

(b)  NHA representative has also  conducted visit of service areas
on M-II and submitted report. Issue pointed out by the inspection team have
already been forwarded to the District Coordination Officer(s).

It is also suggested by NHA that price enforcement agencies must
ensure effective and periodic monitoring and conduct surprise raids to each
service area to ensure implementation of price/rate lists and curb over charging.
Concerned District Administration has evolved mechanism for price control
and quality assurance at out lets in service areas of Motorways.

        ISLAMABAD : AMJED PERVEZ,
The 7th May, 2019.  Secretary General.
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