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(295th Session)
SENATE SECRETARIAT
—————
“QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS AND THEIR REPLIES”
to be asked at a sitting of the Senate to be held on
Friday, the 31st January, 2020
@*Question No. 51 Senator Abdul Rehman Malik:
(Notice Received on 14/05/2019 at 1:30 PM) QID: 36061
Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:
(a)

the salient features of the present Government foreign policy
for improving Pakistan’s bilateral relations with its
neighboring countries; and

(b)

the steps being taken by the present Government to address
the regional security situation?

Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain Qureshi: (a) It is the
policy of this Government to have best of relations with all neighboring
countries. This message was conveyed in the maiden address of Prime
Minister Imran Khan to the nation. In line with our policy of peaceful
neighborhood, Pakistan has maintained regular leadership level
interactions with all neighboring countries.
Afghanistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan in his first address to the nation
underscored his commitment to work for good relations with Afghanistan.
Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi, in his capacity as Foreign Minister,
undertook his first official visit to Kabul in September 2018.
Subsequently, high level exchanges between the two countries reflect
Pakistan‘s interest in seeing a peaceful and stable Afghanistan. Pakistan is
committed to working with Afghanistan for peace through an Afghan led
@ Deferred on 14th January, 2020.

2
and Afghan owned process of reconciliation. Pakistan welcomed the
initiative of peace negotiations undertaken by the U.S. We encouraged all
sides to jointly pursue the initiative in good faith.
On the development front, Pakistan has offered assistance worth $1
billion and 6000 scholarships to Afghan students in all universities across
Pakistan. We have kept the Afghan Transit Trade operational despite
several setbacks in regional political situation.
India
In his inaugural statement, Prime Minister Imran Khan had
emphasized Pakistan‘s desire for peaceful relations with India and
proposed a way forward to resume the dialogue process. Regrettably, India
backed out from the meeting of the two Foreign Ministers on the sidelines
of the then upcoming UNGA session proposed by Pakistan, less than 24
hours after confirmation on flimsy pretexts.
Despite hostile Indian attitude, Pakistan took a milestone step by
deciding to open the Kartarpura Corridor, offered cooperation in
investigation of Pulwama incident, released captured Indian pilot as a
goodwill gesture and reiterated offer of resolving all outstanding issues
with India including the Jammu and Kashmir dispute through peaceful
dialogue.
Unfortunately, illegal and unilateral Indian actions of 5th August
2019 attempting to change the demography of IOJ&K in stark violation of
international law and numerous relevant UNSC Resolutions have
escalated tensions. India also escalated tensions at the LoC/Working
Boundary (WB) in an attempt to divert international attention from the
Indian atrocities in IOJ&K.
Pakistan continues to expose Indian atrocities at all levels,
including the UN (the third UNSC Consultations on the situation in
IOJ&K convened upon Chinese request at Pakistan‘s behest is a reflection
of our efforts) and the UN Human Rights Council (HRC).
Responding to the Indian unilateral actions, Pakistan has
downgraded relations with India by sending the Indian High
Commissioner back to New Delhi. The government has clearly stated that
no dialogue is possible with India until it lifts the communication blockade
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in IOJ&K, releases all Kashmiris including the Hurriyet leadership, and
reverts to the pre 5th August situation.
We also continue to sensitize the international community about
the dangers of an Indian false-flag operation to divert attention from
domestic criticism of the Indian government, including its promulgation of
the controversial Citizenship Amendment Act 2019 (CAA). Pakistan does
not want escalation but our Armed Forces are capable of giving a befitting
response to any Indian aggression and are ready to defend the motherland
against any threat.
Other South Asian countries
Pakistan is committed to having mutually beneficial relations with
South Asian countries. We have maintained regular leadership level
interactions with South Asian countries. Under Special Assistance
Program for South Asian countries (SAP-SA) (except India), Pakistan has
allocated Rs. 200 million for undertaking various projects and activities
particularly in the fields of education, cultural exchanges and enhancing
people to people to contacts. Under Pakistan Technical Assistance
Program, Pakistan offers number of scholarships in the fields of medicine,
engineering and other professions to the students of South Asian countries
minus India. Pakistan attaches great importance to SAARC and remains
committed to the principles and objectives of the SAARC Charter.
Iran
Iran is an important neighbor with whom we share a long border.
We are committed to working with Iran to strengthen political relations
and enhance bilateral trade. The growing warmth in our relations and
desire to re-engage can be measured from the fact that Prime Minister
Imran Khan has visited Iran twice in April and October 2019. Iranian
Foreign Minister Dr. Javad Zarif also visited Pakistan thrice since last
year.
In the aftermath of the recent US Iran crisis, Pakistan supported
efforts to defuse tensions and promoted a diplomatic way forward. On the
directions of Prime Minister Imran Khan, Foreign Minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi visited Iran in January, 2020. The Foreign Minister
reiterated that Pakistan would not allow its territory to be used against
anyone, nor would Pakistan be a part of any conflict in the region. He
reaffirmed that Pakistan will only be a ‗partner for peace‘.
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China
Prime Minister Imran Khan visited China in October 2019 at the
invitation of Chinese Premier Li Keqiang. The visit took place days before
Chinese President Xi Jinping‘s visit to India for Informal Summit. During
the visit, the Prime Minister met with President Xi Jinping, Premier Li
Keqiang and Chairman NPC Li Zhanshu. The two sides reaffirmed their
firm resolve to further strengthening Pakistan-China All-Weather Strategic
Cooperative Partnership aimed at building a Community of Shared Future
in the New Era.
The Pakistan side briefed the Chinese side on the situation in
Jammu and Kashmir, including its concerns, position, and current urgent
issues. The Chinese side responded that it was paying close attention to
the current situation in Jammu & Kashmir and reiterated that the Kashmir
issue should be properly and peacefully resolved based on the UN Charter.
Chinese Vice President Wang Qishan also visited Pakistan in May
2019. He called on the President and held bilateral talks with the Prime
Minister.
Prime Minister Imran Khan visited China in April 2019 to attend
the 2nd Belt and Road Forum (BRF-II) and the Beijing International
Horticulture Exhibition 2019. He was invited for the visit by President Xi
Jinping.The Prime Minister separately met President Xi Jinping and
Premier Li Keqiang during his visit. During these meetings, the two sides
reviewed the entire range of bilateral relations including CPEC. They
reaffirmed the resolve to further strengthen the `All-Weather Strategic
Cooperative Partnership‘ in all dimensions. Both sides also discussed
important regional and international issues and agreed to deepen
cooperation at the multilateral fora.
Following the meeting with Premier Li, a ceremony was held to
sign several MoUs/Agreements between the two sides, including the
conclusion of Phase-II of the China-Pakistan Free Trade Agreement
(CPFTA) and Declaration for Completion of Preliminary Design of
Phase-I for Up-gradation of ML-1 and Establishment of Havelian Dry Port
under CPEC
The Prime Minister‘s second visit to China provided an important
opportunity to exchange views with the Chinese leadership on bilateral
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and regional issues; to coordinate on the implementation of Phase-II of
CPEC including industrial cooperation and socio-economic development;
and to invite Chinese businessmen and investors to explore the immense
potential of Pakistani market. The Prime Minister‘s visit and his extensive
exchange of views with the Chinese leadership has reaffirmed the vitality
of the time-tested, all-weather strategic cooperative partnership between
the two countries.
Prime Minister Imran Khan had earlier visited China in November
2018 at the invitation of Mr. Li Keqiang, Premier of the State Council.
During his visit, Prime Minister called on President Xi Jinping and held
delegation level talks with Premier Li Keqiang, in addition to meeting
with senior government officials. Prime Minister Imran Khan also
delivered a speech at the Party School of the CPC Central Committee. A
total of 15 Agreements/MoUs relating to various sectors were signed
between China and Pakistan.
(b) Regional peace and security is in Pakistan‘s national interest.
Pakistan has continued to facilitate U.S. Taliban peace deal and
encouraged all sides to pursue Intra Afghan Dialogue. Pakistan hosted the
Third China-Afghanistan-Pakistan Trilateral Foreign Ministers Dialogue
in Islamabad to push peace and stability in Afghanistan and the whole
region.
The relations between Pakistan and India have remained hostile,
despite our best effort. Though Pakistan does not wish aggression,
Pakistan would never accept unilateralism and will defend itself against
any adventurism. The government has clearly stated that no dialogue is
possible with India until it lifts the communication blockade in IOJ&K
releases all Kashmiri, including the Hurriyat leadership, and reverts to the
pre-5 August situation. Indian illegal, unilateral action of August 5, have
also threatened regional peace and security.
Pakistan and China maintain close communication and
coordination on all issues impacting regional security. There exists a
robust defense cooperation which spans high-level military exchanges,
structured defense and security talks, and joint exercises, training of
personnel in each others‘ institutions, joint defense production and defense
trade.
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The recently conducted 6th Bilateral Naval Exercise ‗Sea
Guardians 2020‘ is a testament of this cooperation. Cooperation in
intelligence sharing and counter-terrorism is also gathering pace. A highlevel military delegation from China visited Pakistan in August 2019 in
order to enhance defense cooperation.
In the wake of the deteriorating situation in IOJ&K due to India‘s
illegal and unilateral actions of 5 August, the Security Council‘s
Consultations of 16 August 2019 and 15 January 2020 reaffirmed the
―disputed‖ nature of Jammu and Kashmir and the Council‘s role in the
dispute. China helped Pakistan bring the Kashmir issue to the UNSC.
Close coordination between Pakistan and China on the evolving situation
in IOJ&K is underway. Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi also made a
statement on Kashmir supporting Pakistan during his speech at the
UNGA.
@*Question No. 57 Senator Abdul Rehman Malik:
(Notice Received on 15/05/2019 at 10:15 AM) QID: 36070
Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state whether
there is any proposal under consideration of the Government to
review the policy and reopen Pakistan Airspace for Afghanistan, if
so, its details?
Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain Qureshi: Pakistan airspace
is not closed to Afghanistan and is open for over flight transit.
*Question No. 271 Senator Sardar Muhammad Shafiq Tareen:
(Notice Received on 15/05/2019 at 2:40 PM) QID: 36103
Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination be pleased to state the details of works / schemes to
be carried out in the provinces under the project of “Special
Initiative in Health” reflected with an estimated cost of Rs. 8000
million in the PSDP for the fiscal year 2018-19 indicating also the
names of districts in Balochistan which will benefit from the same?
Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination: An allocation of Rs. 11,500 million was made in the PSDP
2018-19 by M/o Planning, Development & Reform, under the project titled
@ Deferred on 14th January, 2020.
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“Special Initiatives in Health”, for launching new initiatives/schemes by
M/o NHS, R&C (Annexure-I). However, no such project or scheme could
be proposed under this initiative till the first quarter of financial year
2018-19, and meanwhile, during review of PSDP 2018-19 by M/o
Planning, Development & Reform, in September, 2018 (Annexure-II), this
project was deleted and all the allocated funds were surrendered.
Since, no project proposal was developed, hence, no district wise
details, who would be benefited in Balochistan, are available.
Annex-I
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*Question No. 272 Senator Mian Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh:
(Notice Received on 20/05/2019 at 12:35 PM) QID: 36097
Will the Minister for Federal Education, Professional Training,
National History Literary Heritage be pleased to state whether the
Government has issued any instructions to the educational
institutions under the administrative control of the Federal
Directorate of Education, Islamabad to clearly display the
instructions regarding ban on corporal punishment on their notice
board, if so, the reasons thereof?
Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: Federal Directorate of Education has
zero tolerance on corporal punishment in its schools / colleges. All heads
of educational institutions have been provided with detailed instructions in
this regard and have been advised to ensure that all staff abide by the
instructions. However, there is no existent policy to display ban on
corporal punishment on the notice boards and the same shall be
implemented in due course of time after the policy is approved.
*Question No. 273 Senator Sardar Muhammad Shafiq Tareen:
(Notice Received on 24/05/2019 at 11:40 AM) QID: 36135
Will the Minister for Federal Education, Professional Training,
National History Literary Heritage be pleased to state whether it is
a fact that there is no Forest university in Balochistan, if so,
whether there is any proposal under consideration of the
Government to establish the said University in that province
particularly in Ziarat?
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Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: Yes, it is a fact that there is no Forest
University in Balochistan. Initially, the Senate Functional Committee on
―problems of less developed areas‖ proposed the establishment of Forest
University in Ziarat in its meeting held on February 03, 2016. The same
was also recommended by Senate Committee on Finance, Revenue,
Economic Affairs, Statistics, and Privatization in Budget 2016-17. The
committee recommended to conduct the feasibility study of the proposal.
Higher Education Commission (HEC) on July 29, 2016 requested to
Department of Colleges, Higher & Technical Education, Government of
Balochistan to furnish the feasibility study in consultation with Lasbela
University of Agriculture, Water & Marine Sciences Uthal. The demand
was recommended during Finance Bill 2017-18 and 2018-19 as well.
The Department of Colleges, Higher & Technical Education,
Government of Balochistan submitted the concept paper for establishment
of Forest University at Ziarat. The same was shared with three (03)
universities/institutes experts for review and comments. The comments
were in favor of the feasibility study.
Meanwhile, HEC has requested to the Department of Colleges,
Higher & Technical Education, Government of Balochistan, to process the
promulgation of Charter, identification of suitable piece of land, Provision
of three (03) years initial recurring grant and funds for infrastructure
development on dated 8th March, 2019.
*Question No. 274 Senator Sardar Muhammad Shafiq Tareen:
(Notice Received on 30/05/2019 at 3:00 PM) QID: 36168
Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination be pleased to state;
(a) the procedure laid down for distribution of funds amongst the
provinces out of the amount allocated for the project “Prime
Minister’s National Health Programme Phase II” reflected in
PSDP 2018-19; and
(b) the details of works to be carried out in the province of
Balochistan under the said programme with district wise
breakup?
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Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination: (a) Sehat Sahulat Program (SSP), previously known as
Prime Minister‘s National Health Program, is a social health protection
initiative by Federal and Participating Provincial / Regional Governments.
The program is working to provide financial health protection to poor and
marginalized families to access free of cost indoor healthcare services.
•

Keeping in view the 18th Constitutional amendment of 2010,
where financial and administrative aspect of health is being
devolved to all provinces, Sehat Sahulat Program was
designed in such a way where economy of scale can be
achieved through Federal and Provincial unified procurement
of insurance company and where program implementation in
each province is managed by respective Provincial
Government, independently with 100% contribution in health
insurance premium.

•

It is therefore the Federal PC-1 of Sehat Sahulat Program has
financial allocations only for the beneficiaries of Federal
territories (Islamabad, Gilgit Baltistan, Azad Jammu and
Kashmir, newly merged districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for initial few years) and District Tharparkar (on special
instructions by Prime Minister).

•

However, as a special consideration for the people of
Balochistan, Federal Government has decided to directly pay
15% of health insurance premium to procured insurance
company for those enrolled families of the province whose
remaining health insurance premium is being paid by the
Provincial Government directly to insurance company, State
Life Insurance Corporation of Pakistan.

(b) During the year 2018-19, Federal and Provincial
Governments procured the services of ―State Life Insurance Corporation of
Pakistan‖ to enroll poor and marginalized families and provide them with
coverage for indoor health care services. Disirict level implementation
started in the districts when agreement with the insurance company has
been signed by Federal Government as well as by the Government of
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Punjab during the year 2019. Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has
also hired the services of ―State Life Insurance Corporation of Pakistan‖
through its independent procurement process.
With these contracts more than 9 million families have been
enrolled in the Sehat Sahulat Program in the districts of Punjab, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Islamabad, AJK, GB, newly merged districts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Tharparkar (Sindh).
Preliminary requirements for the start of services of Sehat Sahulat
Program Phase 2 in the province of Balochistan are as below:
(1) Signing of contract by Government of Balochistan with the
unified procured insurance company ―State Life Insurance Corporation of
Pakistan‖.
(2)

Financial allocation for Sehat Sahulat Program by the
Government of Balochistan in its provincial budgets.

(3)

Payment of provincial portion of health insurance premium to
insurance company for enrolled beneficiaries of the province.

(4)

Development of provincial Project Management Unit (PMU)
in Quetta with full time permanent trained human resource to
manage social health protection initiatives in the province.

Details of expected beneficiaries to be enrolled in each district of
Balochistan are present in Annex-A.
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*Question No. 275 Senator Chaudhary Tanvir Khan:
(Notice Received on 31/05/2019 at 11:35 AM) QID: 35557
Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state whether
any compensation in lieu of insurance or otherwise is paid to the
persons who suffer injuries or die as a result of accidents on the
Motorways and national Highways, if so, the details of such
compensation paid during the last five years with year wise break
up indicating also the locations of accidents?
Mr. Murad Saeed: National Highway safety Ordinance 2000 is
applicable to Motor vehicles plying on national highways and Motorways,
whereas Motor vehicle Ordinance 1965 governs the operations of vehicles
on provincial roads. Both these legal documents contain rules for
compulsory insurance for issuance of stage carriage permits to public
service vehicles. These ordinances also provide for the compensation to be
paid to the victims in case of death or injury during an accident. However,
the compensation is paid by the insurance company or the owner of the
vehicles on claim as per law. The rates of compensation have been given
in the thirteenth schedule of MVO1965.
As far as the details of compensation paid during the past five
years is concerned, these statistics are not available as it does not fall
under the purview of this ministry as per rules of business. Ministry of
commerce looks after the subject of insurance.
*Question No. 276 Senator Chaudhary Tanvir Khan:
(Notice Received on 31/05/2019 at 11:35 AM) QID: 34996
Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination be pleased to state;
(a) the number of doctors and Paramedical staff working in
Government Hospitals in Islamabad on regular, contract and
adhoc basis separately with grade wise and province wise
break up;
(b) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the
Government to upgrade and improve the medial and other
facilities in the said hospitals, if so, the details thereof?
Reply not received.
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*Question No. 277 Senator Sirajul Haq:
(Notice Received on 17/07/2019 at 4:10 PM) QID: 36263
Will the Minister for Federal Education, Professional Training,
National History and Literary Heritage be pleased to state the
purpose for establishment of the National History and Literary
Heritage division indicating also the jurisdiction / main
responsibilities of the same?
Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: Rational for creation of the Division is at
(Annex-I). Functions of the Division are as follows:—
1.

International agreements and assistance in the field of
archaeology, national museums and historical monuments
declared to be of national importance.

2.

Pakistan Academy of Letters, Islamabad.

3.

National Language Promotion Department, Islamabad.

4.

Urdu Dictionary Board, Karachi.

5.

Urdu Science Board, Lahore.

6.

National and other languages used for official purposes.

7.

Quaid-e-Azam Academy.

8.

Aiwan-i-lqbal Complex, Lahore.

9.

Iqbal Academy Pakistan, Lahore.

10.

Quaid-e-Azam Mazar Management Board (QMMB).

11.

Naming of institutions in the name of Quaid-e-Azam and
other high and distinguished personages.

12.

Department of Archaeology & Museums.

13.

National Institute of Folk and Traditional Heritage of Pakistan
(Lok Virsa).

14.

Pakistan National Council of the Arts.

15.

Cultural Pacts and Protocols with other countries along with
Fund for the implementation of Culture Pacts (CPI).

16.

National Fund for Cultural Heritage (NFCH).
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*Question No. 278 Senator Prof. Dr. Mehar Taj Roghani:
(Notice Received on 6/08/2019 at 4:00 PM) QID: 36294
Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination be pleased to state that whether it is a fact that the
employees working in the Parliament House dispensary have not
been granted honoraria as announced by the Minister for Finance
during his concluding speech on the Budget in the National
Assembly on 18th May, 2018, if so, the reasons thereof and the
time by which the same will be paid to them?
Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination: Approval of ECC is required for granting three
honorariums to the staff of Parliament House Dispensary. Case was
referred to Finance Division for their views / comments but no reply
received.
*Question No. 279 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed:
(Notice Received on 8/08/2019 at 11:00 AM) QID: 36309
Will the Minister for Federal Education, Professional Training,
National History Literary Heritage be pleased to state whether it is
a fact that appointment against the posts of Vice Chancellors in the
Islamia College, University Peshawar Women University, Mardan
and Bannu University of Science and Technology are being
delayed, if so, the reasons thereof, indicating also the time by
which appointments against the said posts will be made?
Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: All these Universities are chartered by
Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and the appointment of Vice
Chancellor in these universities is responsibility of the Provincial
Government.
As per report received from Higher Education, Archives and
Libraries, Department Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the following response is
submitted.
The Vice Chancellor, Islamia College Peshawar was appointed on
29-07-2016. The Honorable Chief Minister, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has
desired to extend the tenure of Vice Chancellor, Islamia College Peshawar
for another term keeping in view his performance.
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The Vice Chancellor Women University Mardan was appointed on
27-07-2016, the Academic Search Committee constituted under
Section-12(2) of the Act ibid headed by Prof. Dr. Atta Ur Rehman FRS
has unanimously recommended that the tenure Prof. Dr. Ghazala Yasmin,
Vice Chancellor, Women University Mardan be extended as per law for
the next term in view of her past performance.
It is pertinent to mention here that the Higher Education
Department has formulated Key Performance indicators (KPIs) under
Section 12-(6) of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Universities Act-2012 and the
same has been approved by the Provincial Cabinet in its meeting held on
23-08-2019. The performance of both VCs, i.e. Islamia College Peshawar
and Women University Mardan will be evaluated for another extension in
their tenure for three years after notification of KPIs.
Moreover, the Vice Chancellor, University of Science and
Technology, Bannu was appointed on 21-07-2017 for a period of three
years and his tenure will be expired on 20-07-2020.
*Question No. 280 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed:
(Notice Received on 8/08/2019 at 11:00 AM) QID: 36308
Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination be pleased to state;
(a) the details of increase made in the prices of life saving drugs
during the last five years with company wise breakup,
indicating also the reasons for the same; and
(b) the steps taken by the Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan
(DRAP) in controlling the price of drugs during the said
period?
Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination: (a) The increase made in the prices of medicines during
the last five years is as under:—
•

Since July 01, 2016 annual increase in Maximum Retail
Prices of drugs has been linked with Consumer Price Index
(CPI) under Drug Pricing Policy-2015/2018 notified after
approval of Federal Government.
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•

In July 2016 prices were increased on the basis of CPI
@ 2.86 % for financial year 2015-16 as per Drug Pricing
Policy 2015 is as under:-

•

In January, 2018 prices were increased on the basis of CPI @
4.16% for financial year 2016-17 as per Drug pricing Policy2015 is as under:—

•

In July 2018 pharmaceutical companies availed increase in
prices on the basis of CPI a 3.92% for financial year 2018-19
as under:

•

In July 2019 pharmaceutical companies availed increase in
prices on the basis of CPI @ 7.34% for financial year 2019-20
as under:

•

Increase in prices of 21 drugs under hardship category vide
SRO. 560 (I)/2016 dated 17th June, 2016 (Annex-A),
increase in prices of 61 drugs under hardship category vide
SRO. 251(I) 2017 dated 21st February, 2017 (Annex-B) and
increase in prices of 464 drugs under hardship category and
anomaly cases was notified vide SRO. 1610 (I)/2018 dated
31st December, 2018 (Annex-C) after approval by the
Federal Government.
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•

Moreover, increase in prices of drugs @9% on MRPs
determined under hardship category and @15 % for other
drugs was allowed due to devaluation of Pak Rupee against
USD @ 30% during 2018. It was allowed to ensure
availability of drugs in the market after due process and
approval by the Federal Government.
 Reasons for increase the prices of drugs are as under:
•

Devaluation of Pak Rupee against USD from
104.93 to 158, during 2016- 2019.

•

Increase in prices of raw materials and packaging
materials of drugs.

•

Increase in manufacturing cost due to rise in cost of
electricity, gas and labor.
Increase in prices of API in China due to closure of
plants on account of environmental reasons.

•

Unavailability of quality drugs due to increase in
cost of production of API.

(b) The following steps have been taken to control the price of
drugs;
I.

Regulation imposed:
Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan, with the approval of
Federal Cabinet notified a Drug Pricing Policy-2018 which
provides a transparent mechanism for fixation, decrease & increase
in maximum retail prices of drugs.

II.

Reduction in MRPs of drugs:
Reduced Maximum Retail Prices of 395 drugs vide
S.R.O. 1610 (I)/2018 dated 31st December, 2018 and 78 drugs vide
S.R.O. 577(I)/2019 dated 24th May, 2019 have been notified after
approval by the Federal Government.
Maximum retail prices of 89 originator brands have been reduced
vide S.R.O 1610(I)/2018 dated 31st December, 2018. Further,
Maximum Retail Prices of 325 generic drugs have been reduced to
maintain minimum difference of 15% with MRPs of their
respective MRPs.
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III.

Public notice in newspaper:
DRAP has published public notice of reduced prices of 469 drugs
in national newspapers for information of public. Toll free number
and email address has been given in public notice to lodge
complaints if any pharmaceutical company or retailer sells any
drug at price more than notified prices.

IV. Encouragement of production of generics
Manufacturing of generic drugs is being encouraged and
facilitated, as by and large the generic products are cheaper than
the branded drugs. Priority and all facilitations are being given to
the manufacturers of generic drugs and to make their investment
fruitful in the shortest possible time. For that purpose, meetings of
the various boards are being held frequently.
Priority is also being given to grant registration to new licenses/
new sections to increase production of drugs which increase
competition in the market which in turn results in the reduction of
prices of drugs.
V.

Coordination with provincial health authorities to monitor
prices in the market
Under Section 6 of the Drugs Act, 1976, the storage and sale of
drugs in the market is regulated by the Provincial Governments,
therefore, DRAP has advised the Provincial Health Authorities to
take action under the law against the companies which increase
prices of drugs more than approved prices.

(Annexures have been placed on the Table of the House as well as Library)
*Question No. 281 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed:
(Notice Received on 27/08/2019 at 11:00 AM) QID: 36351
Will the Minister for Federal Education, Professional Training,
National History and Literary Heritage be pleased to state whether
it is a fact that the Government has made detection in the budget
grant for the public sector Universities in the country during the
fiscal year 2019-20 as compared to the budget for fiscal year
2018-19, if so, the reasons thereof?
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Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: Yes, there has been a small reduction in
budgetary allocations to Higher Education Commission (HEC) under
recurring and development grants for universities. A comparison for
2018-19 and 2019-20 is reflected is as under:—

The allocation for 2019-20 has been made keeping in view the
fiscal constraints and challenges to public exchequer during the current
financial year. However the government has recently allocated 5 billion
for scholarships in Private Sector Universities under the EHSAS Program.
This adds to allocation for Higher Education.
*Question No. 282 Senator Dr. Jehanzeb Jamaldini:
(Notice Received on 27/08/2019 at 1:45 PM) QID: 36344
Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state the
number of Pakistani who have been deported from Saudi Arabia
during the last five years with year wise breakup indicating also
the main reasons for those deportations?
Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain Qureshi: During last five
years, a total of 285,980 Pakistanis were deported from Saudi Arabia on
various reasons. Year wise break-up and reasons of deportation are as
under:
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*Question No. 283 Senator Prof. Dr. Mehar Taj Roghani:
(Notice Received on 28/08/2019 at 2:00 PM) QID: 36349
Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state:
(a) whether it is a fact that earlier the people coming from
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to New Islamabad International Airport
were provided the facility of U-Turn after crossing the
Islamabad Interchange on M-1 motorway but now the same
has been closed down, if so, the reasons thereof; and
(b) whether it is also a fact that due to the closure of the said
U-Turn, the commuters from that province have to travel
about 25 kms to go to Tarnol Chowk and take theU-Turn
towards the Airport, if so, whether there is any proposal
under consideration of the Government to re-open that UTurn to facilitate the people going to the Airport?
Mr. Murad Saeed: (a) Yes, it is a fact that earlier the people
coming from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to New Islamabad Interchange Airport
were provided the facility of U-Turn after crossing the Islamabad
Interchange on M-1 motorway at Islamabad Link Road (Old toll plaza
location).
However, now the same has been closed down in light of
recommendations of National Highway and Motorway Police (NH&MP)
as a highway safety measure and to protect precious human lives as the
U-turns on Motorways are quite prone to fatal accidents. Also, U-turns are
not allowed as per the Motorway Standards.
(b) Yes, commuters have to travel extra due to closure of the
U-turn.
It is also added that a dedicated Interchange at Thallian has been
constructed and available for the commuters from the KPK province by
traveling 12Km to reach Airport.
There is no proposal under consideration to reopen the said U-turn
as reopening of the same will compromise highway safety and human
lives.
NHA is however, contemplating on different feasible options to
provide easy access to the commuters from KPK.
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*Question No. 285 Senator Prof. Dr. Mehar Taj Roghani:
(Notice Received on 4/09/2019 at 9:25 AM) QID: 36357
Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state:
(a) the average number of accidents which take place on
Motorways and highways in the country on annual basis
indicating also the average number of casualties in the same;
(b) whether any medical examination of the Drivers involved in
the accidents is carried out for determination of the use of
narcotics by them, if not, the reasons thereof; and
(c) whether any mechanism has been devised for periodic fitness
check of the vehicles particularly the heavy vehicles plying on
the said highways and motorways in the country, if so, the
details thereof?
Mr. Murad Saeed: (a) Details of accidents occurred on National
Highway and Motorways under the jurisdiction during the years
2015,2016,2017,2018 and 2019 is placed at Annex-A.
(b) The drivers involved in the accidents are handed over to the
Local Police of respective district for their medical examination and
further legal proceedings.
(c) Issuance of vehicle fitness certificates for transport vehicles
falls within the domain of the Provincial Transport Authorities/ Regional
Transport Authorities. However, NHMP also checks the physical fitness of
the transport vehicles plying on motorways and highways. The vehicles
having vulnerable physical condition are also issued tickets in relevant
codes. Data of tickets issued during 2017, 2018 and 2019 is placed at
Annex-B. Moreover, vehicles in poor physical condition / without fitness
certificates are returned from entry points and are banned to ply on
motorways.
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*Question No. 286 Senator Agha Shahzaib Durrani:
(Notice Received on 16/09/2019 at 3:35 PM) QID: 36388
Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination be pleased to state:
(a) the names of pharmaceutical companies operating in
Pakistan; and
(b) the net volume of exports made by the said companies during
the last five years?
Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination: (a) The names of licensed Pharmaceutical manufacturing
companies operating in Pakistan are at Annexure-A.
The net volume of exports made by the said companies during the
last five years is placed at Annex-B.
(Annexures have been placed on the Table of the House as well as Library)
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*Question No. 287 Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi:
(Notice Received on 20/09/2019 at 11:30 AM) QID: 36397
Will the Minister for Federal Education, Professional Training,
National History and Literacy Heritage be pleased to state
whether it is fact that current government has promised the nation
for uniform educational system in their manifesto, if so, the steps
being taken by the current Government in this regard?
Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: Yes, it is a fact that National Curriculum
Council (NCC), Ministry of Federal Education and Professional Training
initiated the process of developing Single National Curriculum, with input
from all federating units of Pakistan.
The exercise of development of single national curriculum is
planned in three phases:
Phase I: Grade Pre-I to V (By Mar 2020)
Phase II: Grade VI to VIII(By Mar 2021)
Phase III: Grade IX-XII (By Mar 2022)
For this purpose, the first draft of curriculum for grade Pre-I to V
has been developed by NCC, with input from the subject, curriculum,
assessment and teacher training experts from public sector as well as from
renowned private institutions for inclusive curriculum development
process.
This first draft has been shared with all the provinces and Area
education departments for their input. At each place, four-day curriculum
review meetings are scheduled, after which the input will be submitted to
NCC.
This input will be incorporated into the first draft and be presented
in a national level conference where the experts from all federating units
will be invited.
The next step will be to take this curriculum document to National
Curriculum Council after the approval of which, it will be presented to
Inter-Provincial Education Ministers‘ Conference (IPEMC). It is expected
that the first phase of Single National Curriculum for Grade Pre-I to V will
be ready by March 2020.
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Reason for adoption of this policy:
Keeping in view the prevailing disparity in our education system,
aspiration of the government behind Single National Curriculum is that
“All children have a fair and equal opportunity to receive high
quality education.”
Government of Pakistan believes that this step will ensure:
 Equal learning opportunities for all
 Social Cohesion and National Integration
 Equal opportunities for upward social mobility
 Opportunity for quality education for every child and
addresses equity concerns
The first phase of Single National Curriculum will be finalized by
March 2020, after completing consensus process among all federating
units of Pakistan.
*Question No. 288 Senator Mian Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh:
(Notice Received on 23/09/2019 at 2:45 PM) QID: 36414
Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination be pleased to state:
(a) the number of Dengue cases registered in the Public and
Private hospitals in Islamabad Capital Territory for the last
three months;
(b) the number of patients who died of the said virus during the
said period; and
(c) the steps taken by the Government in order to stop this deadly
fever at present?
Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination: (a) During last three months i.e. 1st Oct. – 31st Dec. 2019
a total of 9,610 dengue cases were reported to National Institute of Health,
Islamabad. These cases were reported with Islamabad address from
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Government and Private hospitals in Islamabad, Rawalpindi as well as
other cities of Punjab on the PITB dashboard.
(b) During last three months i.e. 1st Oct. – 31st Dec. 2019,a total
of 13 Dengue related deaths were reported to National Institute of Health,
Islamabad. These deaths were reported with Islamabad address from
Government and Private hospitals in Islamabad, Rawalpindi as well as
other cities of Punjab on the PITB dashboard.
(c) The M/o NHSRC has taken the following steps for prevention
and control of Dengue:
1.

The National Institute of Health alerted the Provincial / area
health departments in advance on potential risks of Dengue
outbreaks in its Seasonal Awareness and Alert Letters
(SAAL) disseminated widely for Spring Season in March and
Monsoon in July 2019. Also available at its website
www.nih.org.pk.

2.

NIH also issued an advisory on requisite prevention and
control measures on 23rd May 2019 and made it available at
www.nih.org.pk.

3.

The National guidelines for Dengue Vector Control in
Pakistan were made available at the Directorate of Malaria
Control. Website www.dmc.gov.pk.

4.

The Emergency Operation Center (EOC) NIH was activated
on 16th September 2019 to monitor countrywide disease
situation on daily basis.

5.

A Task Force was notified on 16th September 2019 under the
chairmanship of Minister of State for NHSRC to lead the
response activities that reviews the situation on daily basis for
undertaking requisite measures.

6.

Dengue Control & Operations Cell (24 hours help line) has
been set up in the Ministry with helpline No. 051¬9216890 to
address public queries and complaints.

7.

Considering the concentration of cases in Potohar, a daily
review meeting is chaired by the Minister for NHSRC with
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participation of the senior officials from Ministry, heads of
hospitals, district administration of twin cities, MCI and other
key stakeholders of both districts to review the preventive and
curative aspects of the response.
8.

The chronic capacity gaps in terms of human resource and
logistics have been plugged both in DHO Islamabad office as
well as the MCI Health Directorate. The number of response
teams has been increased from 6 to 67 in rural and 19 to 25 in
urban areas.

9.

Collaboration has been built with Sanitation department to
remove almost 600 tons solid waste from urban sectors and
300 tons in rural areas of Islamabad.

10.

Dengue counters and wards have been established in
Islamabad hospitals and Focal Persons assigned to ensure best
free of charge clinical services to Dengue patients. Since 1st
Oct, over approximately 9,597 patients in Islamabad have
fully recovered from illness.

11.

Sufficient beds were allocated to tackle Dengue both in public
and private hospitals of Islamabad and the quality of clinical
services is being vigorously monitored. All admitted patients
in Government hospitals were provided treatment free of
charge. Currently no Dengue patients is admitted in
government hospitals.

12.

Relevant teams conducted regular vector surveillance and
instituted urgent response measures using the set SOPs
through rapid response teams.

Dengue has been flagged by WHO as one of the top 10 global
public health threats for the world due to climate change and other
associated factors. Multiple Asian countries are facing major Dengue
outbreaks during 2019. With health being a devolved subject, the Ministry
of NHSRC will work closely with provinces to devise a comprehensive
multi-sectoral action plan for implementation from 2020 onwards aiming
effective control of Dengue during next 3-5 years.
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*Question No. 289 Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi:
(Notice Received on 30/09/2019 at 9:10 AM) QID: 36452
Will the Minister for Federal Education, Professional Training,
National History and Literary Heritage be pleased to state:
(a) whether it is a fact that in the budget for fiscal year 2019-20,
the HEC has made a cut of 11% in recurring grant being paid
to the Peshawar University and has allocated only Rs. 1250
million against the requirement of Rs. 1635 million for that
university, if so, the reasons thereof;
(b) whether it is also a fact that the said grant by the HEC during
the current fiscal year does not include any amount for the
payment of pensions, if so, the reasons thereof; and
(c) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the
Government to increase the volume of that grant to the said
university during the current fiscal year to enable it to meet
its requirements of payment of salaries, pensions and other
necessary liabilities, if not, the reasons thereof?
Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: (a) The University of Peshawar has been
allocated Rs. 1301.916 million as recurring grant for fiscal year 2019-20
against last year (2018-19) allocation of Rs. 1,456.960, which reflects a
reduction of 10.6%. However, HEC has been allocated Rs.59.10 billion as
recurring grant in the budget for fiscal year 2019-20, as compared to
Rs.65.00 billion allocation during previous financial year 2018-19.
For this reason, allocation to all universities for FY 2019-20 have
been reduced. The requirement of Rs.103.550 billion for FY 2019-20 in
respect of all universities/institutions and HEC national research programs
was submitted by HEC to the Ministry of Finance for consideration at the
time of preparation of Federal Budget 2019-20. However, it couldn‘t be
met due to fiscal constraints.
(b) HEC provides ‗Grant-in-Aid‘ to all public sector universities
across the country. This is only a part of their annual recurring budget
which includes income generated by the university through other
resources such as tuition fee, affiliation, and exam fee, services etc. No
separate grant is provided to any university for payment of pensions.
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Universities are supposed to undertake actuary studies to establish
separate pension fund, and organized pension payment through the funds
rather than using recurring grants.
(c) There is no such proposal under consideration of the
Government to increase the volume of that grant.
*Question No. 290 Senator Sirajul Haq:
(Notice Received on 30/09/2019 at 3:40 PM) QID: 36468
Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination be pleased to state:
(a) whether it is a fact that under the PMDC’s Amended
Regulations 2019, the University of Health Sciences has
earmarked 20 additional/honorary marks for Hafiz-e-Quran
candidates for admission in MBBS / BDS 2019-20 session, if
so, the details thereof;
(b) the ratio/percentage at which the said 20 marks of those who
pass the Hafiz-e-Quran test, will be added into their
aggregate;
(c) the formula laid down for determining the aggregate/merit of
those candidates out of their F.Sc., Entry Test and Hifz-eQuran marks;
(d) the formula adopted for addition of the 20 marks of Hifz-eQuran for admissions in MBBS/BDS during the 2018-19
session; and
(e) whether any change has been made in the said formula for the
2019-20 session, if so, the details thereof indicating also the
name of authority who approved that change?
Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination: (a) Award of 20 marks to the F.Sc / HSSC Score of the
candidates seeking admission in Medical / Dental Colleges, has been an
established policy approved by the Government and in vogue for more
than three decades. Addition of these marks to F.Sc / HSSC score of the
applicants is however subject to passing a ‗Hafiz-e-Quran Test‘ conducted
by eminent Hafiz-e-Quran under aegis of the Admitting University.
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(b) Contribution of Hafiz-e-Quran marks is proportionate to the
relative weightage of F.Sc / HSSC towards merit calculation as per
formula prescribed by the Regulatory Authority (defunct PMDC).
(c) As above
(d) Merit Calculation formula according to the relative weightage
prescribed by PMDC for admission in session 2018-19 had been as
follow:
F.Sc/ HSSC 40%
Matric/SSC 10%
Entry Test 50%
In line with the relative weightage of F.Sc / HSSC, being 40%, the
contribution of Hafiz-e-Quran marks to aggregate calculation had been
8 marks (0.08%), i.e., 40% of the additional 20 marks awarded to
Hafiz-e-Quran.

(e) According to PMDC MBBS/ BDS Admission Regulations
2018 amended on 30th May 2019, the formula being implemented in
MBBS/ BDS admissions for current session i.e., 2019-20, the relative
weightage is amended as follows:
F.Sc/ HSSC 50%
Entry Test 50%
The above amendment has resulted in increase in contribution of
F.Sc/ HSSC marks from 40 % to 50%. Correspondingly, contribution of
Hafiz-e-Quran Marks to merit calculation has also increased to 10 marks
(0.10%), i.e., 50 % of the additional 20 marks awarded to Hafiz-e-Quran.
*Question No. 291 Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi:
(Notice Received on 1/10/2019 at 9:15 AM) QID: 36460
Will the Minister for Federal Education, Professional Training,
National History and Literary Heritage be pleased to state:
(a) whether it is a fact that the share of HEC’s grant to Peshawar
University’s budget has decreased from 61% in fiscal year
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2010-11 to 43% in fiscal year 2018-19, if so, the reasons
thereof; and
(b) the steps being taken by the Government to increase the share
of HEC’s grant to the said University’s budget?
Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: (a) During the period from 2010-11 to
2018-19, HEC recurring grant to University of Peshawar has been
increased by 53%, whereas total expenditures of the university have
grown at much faster pace viz. 102%, mainly due to 214% increase in
pension expenditures. It is further to inform that the share of HEC
recurring grant to budget and expenditure of University of Peshawar
remained 62% in 2010-11 and 47% in FY 2018-19. Public sector
universities are provided ‗Grant-in-Aid‘ which supports their overall
expenditures.
(b) Universities need to manage pension liabilities through
dedicated separate pension fund. Unfortunately, the University of
Peshawar has not created the same and now paying all its pension out of
its recurring budget. The federal government is making all its efforts to
provide grants for universities, to the maximum extent. However, recent
fiscal crunch and constraints to the federal exchequer requires universities
to increase their self-generated revenues and approach provincial
government for additional budgetary support, improve financial
management economized and curtail insignificance expenses.
*Question No. 292 Senator Kalsoom Perveen:
(Notice Received on 4/10/2019 at 2:05 PM) QID: 36485
Will the Minister for Federal Education, Professional Training,
National History and Literary Heritage be pleased to state the
steps taken / being taken by the Government to regulate and
monitor the private educational institutions situated in Islamabad?
Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: 1. In pursuance to Supreme Court of
Pakistan detailed Judgement dated 12-06-2019 and subsequent detailed
reasoning dated 13-09-2019 (vide Para 50) in ―Private Schools Fees
Determination Case‖, the Supreme Court had directed as follows;
i.

The said amounts equivalent to 20% of fee (reduced under
our orders) or any other amount shall not be recovered as
arrears for any reason or under any circumstances.
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ii. In view of our finding that schools have excessively increased
fee since 2017 in violation of the law, all such increases are
struck down. It will be deemed that there was no increase in
fee since 2017 and fees were frozen at the rates prevailing in
January, 2017.
iii. Schools fee shall be recalculated using the fee prevailing in
2017 as the base fee in accordance with the provisions of
Laws of Punjab and Sindh, respectively (adding annual
increases permitted by the law/rules / regulations) till 2019
and onwards. The process of recalculation shall be
supervised by the regulators and only the fee approved by
them shall be treated as the chargeable fee.
iv. Any excess fee found to have been charged shall be adjusted
in the future fee.
v.

The Regulators shall closely monitor the fee being charged by
private schools to ensure strict compliance with the law and
the rules / regulations. Complaint cells shall be set up to deal
with complaints arising out of increase in fee in violation of
the law/rules/regulations.

2. In this regard, a Notice dated 23-09-2019 (Annex-A) for
compliance was also issued by his Authority, directing private school
management(s), to issue revised fee vouchers in line with the above
referred Judgement of Supreme Court of Pakistan. Pertinent details of this
Notice are as under;
i.

current fees being charged stand frozen at the rates
prevailing in January, 2017 till finalization of recalculation
process;

ii. to submit grade-wise base fees of January, 2017, till
27-09-2019 positively to enable this Authority (PEIRA) to
accordingly recalculate / determine prevailing grade wise
base fees in accordance with the judgement;
iii. no student shall be deprived from his / her constitutional right
to education in case of delays in payment of fee, resulting
from the process of recalculation / determination; and
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iv. no private educational institution shall receive amount
reduced under Order of Supreme Court in arrears under any
circumstances.
3. However, private schools of Islamabad and their association
filed various writ petitions in Islamabad High Court (IHC) with the
intention that Supreme Court Judgement is not applicable in case of
private schools of Islamabad Capital Territory. The High Court has issued
restraining orders (Annex-B) that no coercive measures shall be taken in
pursuant to above referred notice dated 13-09-2019, which was issued by
this Authority in pursuance to Supreme Court Judgment.
4. In view of forgoing, the matter is subjudice and next date of
hearing is scheduled for 21-10-2019 in Islamabad High Court.
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*Question No. 293 Senator Kalsoom Perveen:
(Notice Received on 4/10/2019 at 2:05 PM) QID: 36484
Will the Minister for Federal Education, Professional Training,
National History and Literacy Heritage be pleased to state the
names of private schools registered in Islamabad which charge
more than Rs. 5000 fee per month from their students, indicating
also their estimated monthly and annual income?
Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: As per available database of Private
Educational Institutions Regulatory Authority (PEIRA), there are around
192 private educational institutions, presently operating in Islamabad
Capital Territory (ICT) which charge more than Rs. 5000/- fee per month
from their students. Names of these private schools are given in the
enclosed list.
Estimated monthly income from approximately 75,000 students of
around 192 private schools amounts to Rs. 1,500 Million. Whereas,
estimated annually income may be around Rs. 18,000 Million.
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*Question No. 294 Senator Syed Muhammad Sabir Shah:
(Notice Received on 8/10/2019 at 3:30 PM) QID: 36501
Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination be pleased to state;
(a) whether it is a fact that “Technical Staff” i.e Electricians,
Sub-Station Operators, Sui Gas Mechanics, Air conditioner
Technicians, Plumber etc. were appointed in BPS 5 to 10 in
Pakistan Institute of Medial Sciences, Islamabad during the
period from 1985 to 1987 without providing them proper
service structure under the Civil Servants (Appointment,
Promotion and Transfer) Rules, 1973, if so, the details
thereof;
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(b) whether it is also a fact that the said staff has been serving in
the Institute since their appointment without having any
promotion avenue, if so, the reasons thereof; and
(c) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the
Government to provide promotion avenues to that staff, if so,
when?
Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination: (a) All the employees are being dealt vide rules &
regulations framed / made for the specific posts and similarly technical
staff mention in question are also dealt vide SRO 101 (KE)/90 dated
29-01-1990 copy enclosed at Annex-A. Furthermore, proposal for service
structure / time scale promotion has been sent to relevant Ministry
i.e. NHSR&C and Establishment Division on 09-03-2016 (Annex-B) on
27-07-2019 (Annex-C) but the same has not so far been approved.
(b) Yes, it is a fact that most of the posts of technical staff are
isolated and there are no higher posts / promotion channel exist.
Therefore, they have not been promoted.
(c) The proposal of service structure / time scale promotion of
technical posts BPS-02 to 08 has been forwarded to Establishment
Division through NHSR&C but it has not so far been approved.
(Annexures have been placed on the Table of the House as well as Library)
*Question No. 295 Senator Kalsoom Perveen:
(Notice Received on 8/10/2019 at 4:50 PM) QID: 36502
Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state whether
it is a fact that two-three primary schools have been established on
Balakot-Mansehra road at Mohalla Banphora, Tehsil Balakot,
District Mansehra but no speed breakers have been erected on that
road for safety of the school children, if so, the time by which the
same will be erected?
Mr. Murad Saeed: Provision of speed breaker on Highways is not
allowed as per highway Safety Guidelines.
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Regulation and warring sign boards have been reinforced by
installing additional sigs before and after the school on the road for traffic
guidance and regulation. Photographs of sign boards are annexed.
It is however, submitted that the school children cross the road
twice a day which is managed by the school authorities for their safety.
Moreover traffic regulations are implemented through traffic police who
has been requested to ensure traffic management in public places.
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*Question No. 296 Senator Mian Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh:
(Notice Received on 16/10/2019 at 12:05 PM) QID: 36523
Will the Minister for Federal Education, Professional Training,
National History and Literacy Heritage be pleased to state
whether there is any proposal under consideration of the
Government to launch a scheme of tele-education for out of school
children in backward areas of Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa through the already existing optic fiber / landline
network, if so, the details thereof?
Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: 1. Ministry of Federal Education &
Professional Training is committed to explore newer and innovative ways
to bring out of school children into schools through formal and non-formal
ways.
2. All Federating units are consulted during the meetings of Inter
Provincial Education Ministers Conference. Though, at present, there is no
such proposal under consideration to launch tele-education as education is
a devolved subject. However after consultation with stakeholders such
proposal/initiative may be initiated.
*Question No. 297 Senator Agha Shahzaib Durrani:
(Notice Received on 21/10/2019 at 3:55 PM) QID: 36540
Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination be pleased to state the names of diseases for which
the Government provides free of cost medicines indicating also the
number of patients of the same to whom free of cost medicines
have been provided during the last five years in each case?
Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination:
PIMS Hospital
PIMS is providing quality patient care in the following specialties:—
Medical & Allied:
Gen: Medicine, Pulmonology, Psychiatry, Dermatology, Oncology
(Preventive Screening of CA Breast), Neurology, Rheumatology,
Gastroenterology, Nephrology, Paeds Medicine, Cardiology, Paeds
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Gastroenterology, PM&R, Paeds Oncology, Physiotherapy, Neonatology,
Thallasaemia,
Surgical & Allied:
Gen: Surgery, Urology, Neuro Surgery, Orthopedics, Plastic
Surgery, ENT, Burn Surgery, Paeds Surgery, Cardiac Surgery, Organ
Transplant Gynae & Obst Paeds Dental Surgery Opthalmology, Dental
Surgery, Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery
Other Specialties
Anesthesia, Pathology, Radiology, Blood Bank,
The PIMS has extensive formulary list of available medicines in all
components for EAC, Outdoor & Indoor patients. These lists of medicines
fulfill maximum needs of the patients. Time and again it is circulated by
administration directing doctors to prescribe drugs within the hospital
formulary.
For poor and Mustahiq patients like Kidney failure, Hepatitis,
Cancer, Haemophilia, Thalessemia etc medicines and expensive implants
for surgeries are provided from Zakat & Pakistan Bait-ui-Mal funds.
The patients visiting emergency are provided all the medicines and
surgical disposables free of cost from the hospital formulary. All the
emergency tests / investigations, CT, MRI, Echo, X-ray, Pathology tests
are free of charges.
The following number of people / patients who were provided free
treatment in the last five years PIMS:
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Federal Government Policlinic Hospital.
FGPC is providing quality patient care in the following
specialties:Medical & Allied
•
Gen: Medicine, Emergency Department, General Medicine
Department, ENT Department, Eye/Ophthalmology Department,
Pediatrics Department, Physiotherapy Department, Radiology Department,
Cardiology Department, Endocrinology. Rheumatology, Nephrology
Surgical & Allied:
•
Gen: Surgery. General Surgery Department, Orthopedics, Obs
& Gynae Department, ENT, Ophthalmology, Urology, Dental Surgery.
This organization also has plastic & Endocrinology Surgery
working under HOD Surgery.
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Other Specialties:
Anesthesia. Pathology. Radiology. Blood Bank.
The FGPC has extensive formulary list of available medicines in
all components for EAC, Outdoor & Indoor patients. These Lists of
medicines fulfill maximum needs of the patients.
The patients visiting emergency are provided all the medicines and
surgical disposables free of cost from the hospital formulary. All the
emergency tests / investigations, Echo, X-ray, Pathology tests are free of
charges.
The following number of people/patients who were provided
absolutely free treatment in the last five years:

National Institute for Rehabilitation Medicine NIRM Hospital
The National Institute for Rehabilitation Medicine is a tertiary
level health care facility meant to provide comprehensive, effective
medical treatment and rehabilitation services free of cost to the persons
with disabilities coming from all over the country. The National Institute
of Institute has been designed to provide services to patients with all types
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of disabilities i.e. Physical challenged, Hearing impaired, Visual and
emotional/ Psychological impairments.
At NIRM these patients are provided services on priority basis
which include free of cost medicines, indoor admission, lab and
radiological investigations including MRI and CT scan, surgeries,
provision of wheel chairs, crutches, hearing aids, artificial limbs and
skeletal supports through Zakat fund and financial assistant from Pakistan
Bait-ul-Mal funds. All indoor patients are provided free of cost medical
treatment, medicines and quality diet. In door Patients data for the last five
years is as under:—

Federal General Hospital.
The Federal General Hospital, Islamabad is providing free of cost
treatment in the following departments:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Emergency Department
Obs & Gynae Department
General Surgery Department
General Medicine Department
ENT Department
Eye / Ophthalmology Department
Pediatrics Department
Physiotherapy Department
Pathology Department
Radiology Department

Diagnostic facilities free of cost at (FGH):
•
•
•

Ultrasound Gynae & Obs
Radiological (X-Ray)
Laboratory
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The following number of patients who were provided free
treatment in the last five years:

*Question No. 298 Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood:
(Notice Received on 28/10/2019 at 9:30 AM) QID: 36575
Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination be pleased to state:
(a) the procedure laid down for registration in health/insaf card
programme; and
(b) the number of persons with disabilities registered under the
said programme in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa?
Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination: (a) Sehat Sahulat Program is 100% public sector (PSDP)
funded social health protection initiative of Federal Government and
participating provincial and regional Governments. Through this program
free of cost health insurance is provided to poor and marginalized families
to access cashless indoor health care services from empaneled private and
public hospitals across Pakistan.
•

For the purpose of identifying poor beneficiaries for the
program, Sehat Sahulat Program is using the household
database of National Socio-Economic Registry (NSER) of
Benazir Income Support Program (BISP) of PMT (Proxy Mean
Test) 32.5 and below. With the support of NADRA, CNICs of
the beneficiaries are verified and families are composed to be
enrolled in the program. These families are being enrolled in
the program through Beneficiary Enrolment Centers (BEC)
developed at Union Council (UC) level by State Life Insurance
Corporation of Pakistan.

•

Sehat Sahulat Program is also providing Sehat Insaf Cards on
special directives of honorable Prime Minister to all permanent
resident families of newly merged districts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (X-FATA) and district Tharparkar along with
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individuals with disabilities and transgenders who are
registered in NADRA and has special CNIC for the purpose.
Database of these marginalized families have been extracted
from NADRA national repository.
•

Any Pakistan can check his or her beneficiary and location of
beneficiary enrolment center by texting CNIC number to 8500
or by visiting SSP website www.pmhealthprogram.gov.pk

(b) Keeping in view the 18th Constitutional amendment of 2010,
Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is independently managing and
implementing its own Sehat Sahulat Program for the beneficiaries of the
province. The provincial government is working to include individuals
with disabilities in the ambit of Sehat Sahulat Program but has not started
yet. An official response from the Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
regarding inclusion of families in social health protection initiative is
present in Annex-A.
Annex-A
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*Question No. 299 Senator Khushbakht Shujat:
(Notice Received on 19/11/2019 at 10:45 PM) QID: 36632
Will the Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource
Development be pleased to state whether it is a fact that a
shortfall of Rs. 165 million was pointed out in Workers Welfare
Fund in its Commercial Audit Report during the years 2013-16, if
so, the details thereof?
Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource
Development: The Annual Audit of Workers Welfare Fund, Islamabad
has been carried out by Director General Audit Works (Federal) a
Department of Auditor General Pakistan, Islamabad for the period
2013-2016.No short fall of Rs.165 million was pointed out in Workers
Welfare Fund, since no Commercial Audit of Workers Welfare Fund was
conducted for the period 2013-2016.
*Question No. 300 Senator Agha Shahzaib Durrani:
(Notice Received on 17/12/2019 at 10:00 AM) QID: 36698
Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state that the
Amount collected on the toll plazas established on Motorways in
the country since August, 2018 with Plaza-wise and month-wise
breakup indicating also the utilization of the same?
Mr. Murad Saeed: (a) Following is the summarized detail of
Revenue collected from Motorways since August 2018. In addition, the
contracts regarding Motorways are on net guaranteed monthly basis. Due
to which Interchange wise revenue breakup is not possible: (Month wise
detail at (Annex-A)
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NHA has entered into an agreement with M/s Motorway
Operations and Rehabilitation Engineering (Private) Limited (a subsidiary
owned by FWO) for ―Overlay & Modernization of Lahore-Islamabad
Motorway (M-2)‘ under a BOT based Concession Agreement signed or
23rd April, 2014 for a period of twenty (20) years. It is further added that
all the maintenance, operation including Toll collection activities on
Lahore-Islamabad Motorway M-2 are the responsibility of M/s MORE
(the concessionaire of M-2).
(b)

Utilization of funds detail is as below:
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It is intimated that the Joint Auditor of M-2 BOT project ―Grand
Thornton Anjum Rahman‖ has shared details of Toll Revenue from April,
2014 to 30th June, 2017 extracted from the draft financial statement of
M-2 BOT project prepared by the Concessionaire M/s MORE (copy
enclosed). Extracted detail of of Toll Revenue from April, 2014 to 30th
June, 2017 is as under:

Toll Collection details received from M-9 is at (Annex-B).

Annexure-A
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*Question No. 301 Senator Faisal Javed:
(Notice Received on 19/12/2019 at 10:10 AM) QID: 36651
Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state the steps
taken by the present Government with regard to Kashmir issue
since September, 2018?
Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain Qureshi: Since assuming
charge in September 2018, the present government gave vigorous impetus
to the Kashmir issue in terms of highlighting the situation. As a result of a
sustained diplomatic campaign by Pakistan, there has been greater
awareness by the international community of the gravity of the human
rights violations in IOJ&K.
Two successive reports by the United Nations Office of the High
Commissioner on Human Rights (OHCHR), in June 2018 and July 2019,
were instrumental in internationalizing the Jammu & Kashmir dispute.
These reports were followed by the report on Jammu & Kashmir by the
UK Parliament‘s All Parties Parliamentary Kashmir Group (APPKG) in
November 2018. In addition, a hearing on Jammu & Kashmir was also
held by the European Union‘s sub-committee on Human Rights on 19
February 2019. The Fifth meeting of the Parliamentary Committee on
Jammu & Kashmir was held in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 31st
July 2019 in which the Foreign Minister briefed the members of the
Committee on the situation in IOJ&K.
On 5 August 2019, India took illegal and unilateral actions in
violation of several UNSC Resolutions, placed unprecedented security
restrictions, and inflicted enormous human sufferings on the innocent
people of IOJ&K in a blatant violation of Kashmiri people‘s fundamental
rights. Notwithstanding the virtual information blackout, several reports
have emerged inter-alia highlighting the abduction of young boys from
their homes by Indian security forces. According to a report by the
National Federation of Indian Women, around 13,000 boys have been
detained since 5th August, many at undisclosed locations.
Following the developments of 5 August the government
succeeded in convincing the international community of the urgency of
finding a solution to this longstanding issue. Pakistan has categorically
rejected India‘s illegal and unilateral actions of August 5 and highlighted
the humanitarian, legal and security dimensions of the issue. The
following steps have been taken:
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- Immediately following India‘s misadventure, the Prime
Minister addressed the Parliament and gave the full spectrum
of Pakistan‘s response.
- Pakistan downgraded its diplomatic relations with India;
suspended all bilateral trade and took other similar measures,
implementing the decisions taken in the National Security
Committee meeting.
- In his address to the United Nations General Assembly on 27
September 2019, the Prime Minister extensively highlighted
the Jammu & Kashmir issue and the danger its non-resolution
presented to region as well as global peace and security.
- In line with its efforts to highlight the Jammu & Kashmir
dispute and draw attention to India‘s illegal and unilateral
actions of August 5, Pakistan has been raising the Jammu &
Kashmir dispute on all multilateral and international fora.
- An emergency session of the OIC Contact Group on Jammu
& Kashmir was immediately held on Pakistan‘s request on
6th August 2019 as a result of which the IPHRC delivered a
strong statement condemning India‘s atrocities in IOJ&K.
- Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi represented
Pakistan in the 42nd session of the United Nations Human
Rights Council and delivered a statement on Jammu
&Kashmir on behalf of over 50 countries on 10th September
2019 which was testament to the widespread international
recognition of Indian atrocities in the region.
- The OIC Contact Group on Kashmir during its meeting on the
side-lines of the 74th UNGA session expressed solidarity with
the Kashmiri people by unanimously adopting a Communique
which expressed deep concern over the dire human rights
situation in IOJ&K.
- Owing to Pakistan‘s efforts and with China‘s help, the United
Nations Security Council has discussed the Jammu &
Kashmir dispute after a gap of more than 55 years.
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- The Security Council‘s Consultations of 16 August 2019 and
15 January 2020 reaffirmed the ―disputed‖ nature of Jammu
and Kashmir and the Council‘s role in the dispute. The
convening of these Consultations directly repudiated the
Indian position that their actions were an "internal affair".
- The UN Secretary General in his statement of August 8 also
made it clear that the position of the United Nations on this
region (Jammu & Kashmir) is governed by the Charter of the
United Nations and applicable Security Council resolutions.
- The United Nations Human Rights Council expressed deep
concern regarding the recent situation in IOJ&K and the High
Commissioner for Human Rights has expressed strong
reservations about actions by the Indian Government in
multiple statements.
- International human rights organizations and the media have
been unanimous in their condemnation of the ongoing
lockdown and communication blockade by Indian occupation
forces in IOJ&K that has now been in place for more than five
months.
- Parliamentarians from the UK and US Congressmen have also
raised the issue. Forty five members of the Parliament (MPs)
from the United Kingdom co-signed a letter calling on the UN
Secretary General Antonio Guterres to intervene and prevent
India‘s unconstitutional attack on Kashmir‘s autonomy while
over 50 US Congressmen have urged India to address
concerns over the human rights situation in IOJ&K and lift
the communications blackout.
- Two resolutions have been tabled in the US Congress urging
India to lift its restrictions in IOJ&K while two successive,
unprecedented public hearings on human rights in Indian
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir have been held in the US
Congress.
- A number of prominent Presidential hopefuls/US lawmakers
including Bernie Sanders, Elizabeth Warren, Chris Van
Hollen and Maggie Hassan have expressed concerns
regarding Indian actions in IOJ&K.
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- The US State Department has expressed concern regarding
illegal detentions and internet ban in the region and stated its
desire for a return to normalcy in the region.
- Among European leaders, German Chancellor Angela
Merkel, on her bilateral visit to India, called the humanitarian
situation in IOJ&K ―unsustainable‖ while the Swedish
Foreign Minister has called for lifting of the restrictions in the
region.
- Statements by China, Turkey and Malaysia during the
74th UNGA which expressed concern regarding the ongoing
human rights situation in IOJ&K point to the international
recognition of the scale of the problem as well as its potential
security implications.
Owing to this international condemnation for its illegal and
unilateral actions of August 5, India is feeling increasingly isolated
diplomatically and politically. Our immediate objective remains the lifting
of curfew in IOJ&K. Pakistan‘s ultimate objective remains the resolution
of the Jammu & Kashmir dispute in accordance with the resolutions of the
UNSC and the wishes of the Kashmiri people. Pakistan will continue to
provide political, moral and diplomatic support to the Kashmiri people
until they achieve their legitimate right to self-determination.
*Question No. 302 Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi:
(Notice Received on 27/12/2019 at 2:40 PM) QID: 36715
Will the Minister for Federal Education, Professional Training,
National History and Literacy Heritage be pleased to state
whether it is a fact that Prof. Dr. Masoom Yasinzai has been
serving as Rector of the International Islamic University,
Islamabad on deputation basis, if so, the date since which he is
serving as such in the University indicating also the places where
he has served earlier, before his posting in that University, with
duration wise break up in each case?
Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: Prof. Dr. Masoom Yasinzai has never
served International Islamic University (IIU) Islamabad on deputation.
The Rector‘s position of IIU is a tenured post. He was appointed as Rector
(2nd Term), October 26, 2018 on merit basis through the Search
Committee, headed by the Federal Minister for Federal Education. The
detail is as under:
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*Question No. 303 Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi:
(Notice Received on 27/12/2019 at 2:40 PM) QID: 36717
Will the Minister for Federal Education, Professional Training,
National History and Literacy Heritage be pleased to state:
(a) the period for which Prof. Dr. Masoom Yasinzai served as
Vice Chancellor of Quaid-e-Azam University, Islamabad;
(b) the number of admissions granted under the discretionary
powers of the Vice Chancellor during the said period; and
(c) the number of persons appointed in the said university during
that period with designation and grade wise break up
indicating also the procedure adopted for the same in each
case?
Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: (a) Prof. Dr. Masoom Yasinzai served as
Vice Chancellor, Quaid-i-Azam University (QAU), Islamabad for a
complete tenure of 4 years i.e. 08-02-2010 to 07-02-2014.
(b) No admission under discretionary powers was granted by
Prof. Dr. Masoom Yasinzai, former Vice-Chancellor QAU to any student.
All admissions were made on merit basis in QAU, Islamabad.
(c) A consolidated list including designation, BPS, total number
of recruitments, and procedure adopted thereof during the period of Prof.
Dr. Masoom Yasinzai in QAU Islamabad is at Annex-I.
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*Question No. 304 Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi:
(Notice Received on 27/12/2019 at 2:40 PM) QID: 36716
Will the Minister for Federal Education, Professional Training,
National History and Literacy Heritage be pleased to state the
details of construction and development works undertaken in
Quaid-e-Azam University, Islamabad, during the tenure of Prof.
Dr. Masoom Yasinzai as Vice Chancellor of the University
indicating also the procedure adopted for award of contract,
estimated cost, estimated period of completion, actual expenditure
incurred and period of completion of the same in each case?
Mr. Shafqat Mahmood: The detail of construction and
development works undertaken during the tenure of Prof. Dr. Masoom
Yasinzai as Vice Charcellor, Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad viz,
name of work, award cost, estimated period for completion, actual
expenditure incurred, actual period of completion, and procedure adopted
for the award of contract is attached at Annex-I.
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