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(343rd Session) 

 

SENATE SECRETARIAT 

———— 
 

“QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS AND THEIR REPLIES” 
 

to be asked at a sitting of the Senate to be held on 
 

Friday, the 1st November, 2024 
 

Deferred Questions 
 

[Question Nos. 20 and 96-D] 

Was deferred on 10th September, 2024 (342nd Session) 
 

*(Def.) Question No. 20 Senator Mohsin Aziz: 

 (Notice Received on 19/07/2024 at 3:09 PM) QID: 42212 
          

Will the Minister for Planning, Development and Special 

Initiatives be pleased to state: 
 

(a) the amount of international aid received so far in respect of 

floods, 2022 especially after the pledges made at Geneva 

Convention held on 9th January, 2023 indicating also the 

distribution of the same with province wise breakup; and  
 

(b) the current status of rehabilitation of the flood affected areas 

of the country? 
 

 Mr. Ahsan Iqbal Chaudry: (a) Total Pledges committed for post-

flood reconstruction during the Geneva Conference were USD 10.96 

Billion. The total amount committed is in the form of project financing 

and oil financing. A detailed breakdown of the pledges as received from 

the Economic Affairs Division is at Annex-I. 
 

 (b) The M/o PD&SI is the Ministry where the Recovery and 

Reconstruction Unit (RRU) is housed for coordination of post-flood 

reconstruction activities. The main function of the RRU is coordination for 

the 4RF projects and donor funding. 
 

Therefore, the M/o PD&SI keeps a record of the overall summary of 

financial and physical progress of projects (in %) under 4RF. A list of 

flood reconstruction projects and relevant data on post-flood 

reconstruction is in Annex II. 
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 Out of this Sindh has the highest portfolio amounting to US$ 

2186.69 and the cumulative spending in Sindh till date is US$ 948.59 

million which is the highest across the country. 
 

 The second most affected province was Balochistan and the total 

signed portfolio to date amounts to US$ 494.35 Million with cumulative 

spending of US$ 30.81 million. 
 

 The total signed portfolio in KP amounts to US$ 554.16 and the 

cumulative spending is US$ 25.34 million. 
 

 The total signed portfolio in Punjab amounts to US$ 2.8 Million 

and the cumulative spending is US$ 2.8 million. 
 

 US$ 223.14 Million was allocated to the Benazir Income Support 

Program (BISP) initially after the floods which were directly distributed 

amongst its beneficiaries. (details of these could be obtained from BISP). 
 

 The relevant data is accessible online on M/o PD&SI's dedicated 

portal at: www.4rf pc.gov.pk 
 

Annex-I 
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Annex-II 
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*(Def.) Question No. 96-D Senator Faisal Saleem Rehman: 

 (Notice Received on 27/08/2024 at 2:20 PM) QID: 42343 

          
Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state 

whether there is any proposal under consideration of the 

Government to increase the limit of international spending on 

personal Credit / Debit cards, if so, the details thereof? 

 
 Mr. Muhammad Aurangzeb: Currently there is no such proposal 

under consideration to increase the annual limit imposed on international 

transactions through personal bank cards of individuals. 

 
 State Bank of Pakistan understands that the said limit is adequate 

to meet the genuine international spending needs of the public. 

 
 However, in due course, as the macro-economic environment 

improves, the SBP may consider reviewing the limits in question. 

 
*Question No. 38 Senator Aon Abbas: 

(Notice Received on 29/08/2024 at 12:18 PM) QID: 42356 

          

Will the Minister for Industries and Production be pleased to state 

whether it is a fact that Utility Stores Corporation are being 

closed, if so, the steps being taken by the Government to address 

the issues of the present employees of the Corporation? 

 

 Rana Tanveer Hussain: (a) There is no plan to close/wind up the 

operations of Utility Stores Corporation, so therefore, no question of 

termination of jobs any employee at the moment. 

 

 (b) However, restructuring of the Utility Stores Corporation of 

Pakistan is underway to make it more viable/self-sustainable in terms of 

business and its day to day operations. Even during the restructuring, the 

rights of the employees will be properly safe guarded. 
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*Question No. 39 Senator Abdul Shakoor Khan: 

(Notice Received on 9/09/2024 at 6:58 PM) QID: 42387 
          

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state the 

names designations and place of domiciles of the employees 

appointed in the Agricultural Development Bank during the last 

ten years?  

 

 Mr. Muhammad Aurangzeb: ZTBL is Public Limited Company 

incorporated under Companies Ordinance, 1984 and governed by an 

independent Board of Directors constituted by Federal Government. The 

Board of Directors of the Bank is fully empowered under Section 11 of 

Bank (Nationalization) Act, 1974 (as amended) to determine personnel 

policies, fix remunerations and benefits etc. for its employees. The Bank's 

Recruitment and Selection Policy duly approved by board of Directors 

does not include any quota (Regional/Provincial/Disabled/Non-

Muslim/Female/Deceased etc) for observance by the Bank. Therefore, all 

the recruitments in ZTBL are made purely on merit through open 

competition against advertised position on need basis. Thus, there is no 

provision of any quota in the approved policy of recruitment. 

 

 However, domicile wise staff strength is annexed herewith. 
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Annexed 

 

 
 

*Question No. 40 Senator Muhammad Aslam Abro: 

(Notice Received on 11/09/2024 at 11:23 AM) QID: 42390 

          

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state: 

 

(a) whether it is a fact that different amount of tax is being 

charged from consumers on payment on through cards (i.e 

5%) and cash transactions by the retailers/ vendors, if so, the 

reasons thereof; and 

 

(b) the details of POS software being used for maintaining record 

of cash-less and cash based transactions indicating also the 
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measures taken/being taken by the Government to ensure 

transparency in point of sale invoicing system during the last 

one year? 

 

 Mr. Muhammad Aurangzeb: (a) The rate of Sales Tax for 

consumers is 18% as provided under section 3 of the Sales Tax Act, 1990.  

 

 Restaurants and food chains are liable to pay Sales Tax on services 

to the Provincial Revenue Authorities (PRAs). 

 

 In the case of restaurants and food chains operating within 

Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT), Sales Tax is collected by FBR and rate 

of Sales Tax, on Services provided or rendered by restaurants including 

cafes, food cooked, prepared or ready-to-eat food service outlets is 15 % 

as provided under section 3(2) read with Table-I of the Islamabad Capital 

Territory (Tax On Services) Ordinance, 2001. The rate of Sales Tax on 

same services will be five percent (5%) where payment against such 

services is received through debit or credit cards, mobile wallets subject to 

the condition that no input tax adjustment or refund shall be admissible. 

 

 As far as reasons for reduced rate of 5% of sales tax on payments 

made through debit or credit cards are concerned, digital transactions 

contribute in documentation of economy and discourage under reporting 

of sales. 

 

 (b) FBR requires Tier-1 retailers to connect their POS software 

with FBR’s computerized system. In this regard, FBR has not developed 

its own POS software. Tier-I retailers are free to purchase POS software 

form open market to record cash less and cash based transactions. The 

transactions data is reported to the FBR POS System on real time basis. 

 

 To ensure transparency in POS invoicing system during the last 

one year, 122 business premises of Tier-1 retailers were sealed for 

committing violations of the POS related rules. 

  

*Question No. 42 Senator Dr. Zarqa Suharwardy Taimur: 

(Notice Received on 18/09/2024 at 2:15 PM) QID: 42414 

          

Will the Minster for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state the 

percentage tax or bank charges levied on the foreign remittances? 
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 Mr. Muhammad Aurangzeb: The imposition of taxes is 

primarily regulated by the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR).FBR imposes 

no tax on home remittances sent from abroad. However, business proceeds 

coming in Pakistan as foreign remittance, as a result of business 

transactions, such as export proceeds are taxable. For export proceeds of 

goods and services there is 1% tax. For export proceeds of IT services the 

tax rate is 0.25%. 

 

 Common practices related to bank charges and withholding taxes 

by financial institutions are as follows: 

   

 There are no direct charges or taxes levied on incoming 

foreign remittances by domestic banks. It means that 

beneficiaries can receive funds from abroad without incurring 

any fee or tax from the financial institution. 

 

 Further, as per market information, a certain fee and value 

added tax (VAT) are charged on foreign remittance 

transaction from a remitter (i.e. sender from abroad). 

However, the home remittance transactions (equivalent USD 

100 and above) processed through the GoP’s rebate model are 

free from any charges and taxes. 

 

*Question No. 43 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan: 

(Notice Received on 20/09/2024 at 9:22 AM) QID: 42425 

          

Will the Minister for Science and Technology be pleased to state: 

 

(a) the procedure prescribed for the investment by PSQCA; and 

 

(b) the details of investments made by the said Authority during 

the last two years? 

 

 Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui: (a) In order to align the existing 

investment arrangement with Public Finance Management Act, 2019, 

Finance Division withdrew its approval for investment of surplus funds by 

autonomous bodies vide O.M. dated 18-05-2022 (Annex-A). 
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 Earlier, Finance Division vide O.M. dated 02-07-2003 had allowed 

autonomous bodies under Federal Government to invest their surplus 

funds (Annex-B). 

 

 According to Section 23(2) of Public Finance Management Act, 

2019, no authority shall transfer public moneys for investment without 

prior approval from the Federal Government (Annex-C). 

 

 Furthermore, Section 37(1) of the Act states that revenues 

collected by an autonomous entity, which arise from any Act or statutory 

instruments of the Federal Government, shall be deposited into the 

Treasury Single Account (TSA). Section 45 of the Act provides overriding 

effect over all other laws and any law inconsistent with the Act  

(Annex-D). 

 

 As per Finance Division's earlier directives, PSQCA has an 

Investment Committee (IC), which invites bids for competitive profit rates 

from scheduled banks, and invests its surplus funds into Term Deposit 

Receipts (TDRs) after approval of its Board of Directors (BoD). 

 

 PSQCA was directed to reply to the subject starred question; 

PSQCA's response is attached (Annex-E). 

 

 In compliance of Finance Division's revised directives, a request 

was forwarded to Finance Division for opening a special assignment 

account for PSQCA for deposit of all its revenue into Public Account of 

the Federation (PAF), forming part of TSA. Finance Division, however, 

requested approved Financial Rules of PSQCA to open the requisite 

account (Annex-F). 

 

 Draft Financial Rules of PSQCA are currently under process in 

Finance Division (Regulation Wing) for concurrence (Annex-G). 

 

 M/o S&T has issued instructions to PSQCA for strict compliance 

of directives of federal government and Finance Division (Annex-H). 
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 Expecting approval of Finance Divisoin, PSQCA continues its 

previous practice of investment into TDRs. After opening of special 

assignment account by Finance Division, PSQCA will be directed to 

deposit all its revenue, and matured investments into the account. 

 

(a) During Financial Year (2023-24) total investments against 09 

TDRs issued by National Bank of Pakistan (NBP) was  

Rs. 6,679,919,434/-, and after deduction of tax/ zakat, net 

maturated amount came to Rs. 7,285,719,385/- (Annex-I). 

 

(b) During Financial Year (2024-25) total matured amount of  

Rs. 7,318,989,927/- was invested with approval of the Board 

in 29th BoD held on 24-01-2024 in TDRs issued by National 

Bank of Pakistan for a period of one year @ 20.90%  

(Annex-J). 

 

(Annexures have been Placed in Senate Library and on Table of the mover 

/ concerned Member) 

 

*Question No. 44 Senator Jan Muhammad: 

(Notice Received on 23/09/2024 at 9:34 AM) QID: 41955 

          

Will the Minister for Planning, Development and Special 

Initiatives be pleased to state: 

 

(a) the details of investment made in the country through CPEC 

so far; 
 

(b) the details of projects completed under the said program so 

far indicating also the expenditure incurred on the same in 

each case; and  
 

(c) the details of on-going projects under that program in the 

country with province wise break up? 

 

 Mr. Ahsan Iqbal Chaudry:  (a) 38 projects worth around USD 25 

billion have been completed under the China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
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framework so far. Moreover, 23 projects worth around USD 2.I billion are 

currently under implementation. 

 

 (b) Details of 38 projects completed under CPEC so far along- 

with cost of each project are as follow: 
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*Question No. 45 Senator Jan Muhammad: 

(Notice Received on 23/09/2024 at 9:35 AM) QID: 42442 

          

Will the Minister for Planning, Development and Special 

Initiatives be pleased to state: 

 

(a) the detail of the projects initiated under the South Balochistan 

Package during the last five years with district-wise breakup 

indicating also the name of the project estimated cost and 

present status of work and reasons for delay in completion, if 

any, in each case; and 

 

(b) the steps taken/being taken by the Government to expedite 

work on these projects? 

 

 Mr. Ahsan Iqbal Chaudry: (a) Following the 18th Constitutional 

Amendment and the 7th NFC Award in 2010, the primary responsibility 

for local socio-economic development lies with the Provincial 

Governments, due to increased resources availability within the provinces. 

The Federal Government supports such efforts through the Federal PSDP 

aiming to promote equitable and balanced regional development 

nationwide and ensure public welfare. 

 

 The focus of Public Sector Investment is on funding of large scale 

development projects while execution of small District level schemes are 

carried out by provincial governments. 

 

 On July 24, 2020, following the directives of the then Prime 

Minister and in consultation with all stakeholders, 83 projects worth  

Rs. 409 billion, including 31 new projects costing Rs. 136 billion, were 

incorporated in the PSDP 2021-22 under the Southern Balochistan 

Package. However, from FY 2022-23, the Southern Balochistan Package 

was discontinued. Despite discontinuation of the package, the projects 

previously included in the package continued to receive financing through 

Federal PSDP. 
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 At present, forty-nine (49) projects located in Southern Balochistan 

are ongoing with an estimated cost of Rs. 511.6 billion. An expenditure of 

Rs. 127.15 billion has been incurred up to 30-06-2024. An allocation of 

Rs. 53 billion has been earmarked for the Current Fiscal Year 2024-25. 

The projects are being sponsored by various Federal Government 

Ministries/Departments. Details of projects are at Annex-I.  

 

 (b) Ministry of PD&SI provides one liner development budget to 

sponsoring Ministries for execution of the projects under their respective 

portfolios, progress on these projects may be shared by relevant 

sponsoring Ministries/Divisions. 
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Annex-I 
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*Question No. 46 Senator Rana Mahmood Ul Hassan: 

(Notice Received on 23/09/2024 at 10:41 AM) QID: 42447 

          

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be please to state 

whether it is a fact that ATM facility has not been provided at a 

branch of Allied Bank Limited, established at Sarai Kharboza, 

Tarnol Islamabad two years ago, if so, the reasons thereof 

indicating also the time by which the same will be installed and 

made functional? 

 

 Mr. Muhammad Aurangzeb: Allied Bank Limited (ABL) is a 

private Bank and the matter pertains to its commercial operations that do 

not fall in the purview of Finance division. Nevertheless, the response has 

been obtained from the Bank concerned which is as under: 

 

 In this regard, the Allied Bank Limited (ABL) has reported that the 

subject branch at Sarai Kharboza Tarnol Islamabad (Br. Code. 1485) was 

opened in August 2023 and installation of ATM will be completed by 

December 31, 2024. It is pertinent to mention that ATM facilities are also 

available in two nearby branches of ABL within the radius of 1 to 1.5 KM 

(0500 Tarnol Conventional Banking) and (05142 GT Road Sheikh Plaza- 

Islamic Banking) which are operational and serving the customers. 
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*Question No. 47 Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri: 

(Notice Received on 23/09/2024 at 3:45 PM) QID: 42451 

          

Will the Minister for Science and Technology be pleased to state: 

 

(a) whether it is a fact that according to section 8, sub-para (ix) 

of Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority Act 

1996, the PSQCA Authority is mandated to conduct the 

examination of Manufacturing Plants for the designated 

products or process for approval of the marks of the 

Authority, if so the details of “designated products” by the 

authority at present; 

 

(b) the details of manufacturing plants that have been examined 

by the said authority during the last three years indicating 

also the details of all the manufacturing plants in the country 

with area wise breakup; and 

 

(c) the details of SOPs being adopted by the said authority while 

examining a manufacturing plant in this regard? 

 

 Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui: (a) Pakistan Standards & Quality 

Control Authority (PSQCA) being a National Standards Body of Pakistan, 

as per section 14 of PSQCA Act, 1996 is mandated to monitor the quality 

of products which fall under the mandatory list of PSQCA. currently 173 

food and non-food Products are fall under its mandatory list. The list of 

173 Mandatory Products is at Annex-A. 

 

 As per section 8(ix) of PSQCA Act 1996, PSQCA is mandated to 

examine the manufacturing plants for the designated products (mandatory 

items) in the country. Section 8(ix) of PSQCA Act,1996 is reproduced as 

under: 

 

“Examination of manufacturing plants for the designated 

products or processes for approval of marks of the Authority” 
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 (b) The detail of PSQCA Registered Manufacturing Plants 

(Licensees) are attached at Annex-B. 

 

 (c) Pakistan Standards & Quality Control Authority (PSQCA) 

has complete mechanism under PSQCA Act VI,1996 and Pakistan 

Conformity Assessment Rule 2011 to check the quality of mandatory 

products as per relevant Pakistan Standards Specifications (PSS). Copy of 

Pakistan Conformity Assessment Rules, 2011 is attached at Annex-C. 

 

 The quality of locally manufactured products in the country is 

regularly being checked and monitored by PSQCA through bi-annual 

inspections of the manufacturing units and market surveillance from time 

to time as per requirements of relevant Pakistan Standards Specifications 

(PSS). 

 

(Annexures have been Placed in Senate Library and on Table of the  

mover / concerned Member) 

 

*Question No. 48 Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri: 

(Notice Received on 23/09/2024 at 3:46 PM) QID: 42453 

          

Will the Minister for Science and Technology be pleased to state: 

 

(a) whether it is a fact that according to section 8, sub-para (v) of 

Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority Act 1996, 

the PSQCA Authority is mandated to set up, establish and 

authorize inspection and testing centers in any area of the 

country having industrial establishments, sites or towns, if so, 

the number of such inspection and testing centers so far set up 

in Karachi and its adjacent industrial areas that are 

functional at present; and 

 

(b) the details of inspections and testings conducted by each of 

these centers during the last three years in the said industrial 

areas? 
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 Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui: (a) Pakistan Standards & Quality 

Control Authority (PSQCA) is the National Standards Body of Pakistan. 

As per section 8(v) of PSQCA Act 1996, PSQCA is mandated to set up, 

establish and authorize inspection and testing centers in any area of the 

country having industrial establishments, sites or towns. Section 8(v) of 

PSQCA Act 1996 is reproduced as under: 

 

 “Setting up, assisting in, establishing and authorizing various 

inspection and testing centers and agencies at important industrial site 

and towns” 

 

 The detail of Conformity Assessment Offices / inspection centers 

is at Annex-A. 

 

 (b) The detail of Testing conducted by PSQCA for the last three 

years are attached as Annex-B. 
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*Question No. 49 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan: 

(Notice Received on 24/09/2024 at 1:46 PM) QID: 41754 

      

Will the Minister for Industries and Production be pleased to state 

the names place of domicile and date of posting of the present 

Managing Director and General Managers of the Utility Stores 

Corporation indicating also the details of their visits of the utility 

stores in the provincial headquarters during the last six months 

separately? 

 

 Rana Tanveer Hussain: The detail of Names, place of domicile 

and date of posting of the present Managing Director and General 

Managers of USC is attached at Annex-A 

 

(1) 

 

 Muhammad Ali Ammer (BPS-20), Managing Director visited 

various districts of Balochistan, Sindh, KPK & Gilgit Baltistan, in addition 

to all USC Zones of Punjab. 

 

(2) 

 

 Mr. Sardar Muhammad Khan (BS-20), Sr. General Manager 

(Operations) visited various districts of Balochistan, Sindh, Punjab, KPK 

& Gilgit Baltistan. 

 

 It is pertinent to mention that after the deployment of ERP, 

maximum information with regards to inventory/stocks, sales, purchases 

are available in the system. Further, interaction with Zonal Manager is 

made by using I.T. Technology via video link on daily basis to seek 

updated information on availability of stocks and other important issues. 

By making interaction via video link, USC is acquiring desired 

information/reports on daily basis. 
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*Question No. 49-A Senator Danesh Kumar: 

(Notice Received on 20/09/2024 at 12:30 PM) QID: 42433 

          

Will the Minister for Planning, Development and Special 

Initiatives be pleased to state the details of funds proposed to be 

allocated in PSDP for the development projects in Balochistan for 

the financial year 2024/25 also indicating the details of funds 

allocated for the current Financial Year? 
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 Mr. Ahsan Iqbal Chaudry: The funds amounting to Rs. 130 

Billion have been allocated for 200 projects in the federal PSDP 2024-25. 

The details of funds allocated for the Current Fiscal Year are tabulated 

below; 

 

 
 

*Question No. 49-B Senator Danesh Kumar: 

(Notice Received on 20/09/2024 at 12:31 PM) QID: 42434 

          

Will the Minister for Planning, Development and Special 

Initiatives be pleased to state the details of on-going development 

projects under the PSDP in Balochistan indicating also the date of 

approval, initial estimated cost, revised estimated cost, percentage 

of work done, expenditure incurred so far and expected date of 

completion of each of the same? 

 

 Mr. Ahsan Iqbal Chaudry: Currently, there are a total of 200 

ongoing PSDP projects in Balochistan, with an estimated cost of Rs. 1,429 

billion. An expenditure amounting to Rs. 381.2 billion has been reported 

as of June 30, 2024. An amount of Rs. 130 billion has been earmarked for 

these projects in the PSDP for 2024-25. 

 

 These projects are at various stages of implementation by 

respective Federal Sponsoring Ministries/Divisions and Provincial 

Government. Details of these projects are attached as Annex-I. 

 

(Annexure has been Placed in the Senate Library and on Table of the 

mover / concerned Member) 
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*Question No. 49-C Senator Dr. Zarqa Suharwardy Taimur: 

(Notice Received on 25/09/2024 at 11:26 AM) QID: 42468 

 

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state the 

details of foreign remittances received during the period from 

January, 2022 to July, 2024 with year wise breakup? 

 

 Mr. Muhammad Aurangzeb: The details of foreign remittances 

received between January 2022 and July 2024, broken down by year, are 

outlined in the table below. 

 

 
@*Question No. 63-D Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri: 

(Notice Received on 27/09/2024 at 10:01 AM) QID: 42493 

         

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state:  

 

(a) whether it is a fact that tax free perks, benefits and 

allowances are admissible to the officers of BS 20-22 of the 

Federal Government, if so, the details thereof, indicating also 

the policy under which the same is admissible in each case; 

and 

__________________________________________________________ 

@ Transfer from Establishment Division. 
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(b) the details of tax exemptions granted to the officers of the BS 

20-22 of the Federal Government under various heads for 

purchase of items or property during the last five years? 

 

 Mr. Muhammad Aurangzeb:  (a) Perks, benefits and 

allowances admissible to the officers of BS 20-22 of the Federal 

Government are not exempt from tax. 

 

 (b) No tax exemptions have been granted to the officers of BS 

20-22 of the Federal Government during the last five years. 

 

*Question No. 49-D Senator Zeeshan Khanzada: 

(Notice Received on 27/09/2024 at 3:07 PM) QID: 42499 

          

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state the 

impact of recent decline in inflation rate to 9.6% on the prices of 

food items and essential commodities? 

 

 Mr. Muhammad Aurangzeb:  

 

 PBS releases the data on inflation rate on monthly basis. The 

inflation rate which declined to 9.6% in August, 2024 has 

reached to 6.9% in September 2024 as compared to 31.4% in 

September 2023. The monthly inflation (CPI) is lowest in 44 

months. 

 

 CPI during July-September FY2025, stood at 9.2% against 

29.0% last year. 

 

 The decline in CPI indicates that the pace of inflation has 

decreased over 4 times compared to same month, last year. 

 

 The prices of the following major food items and essential 

commodities have declined during the period. 
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*Question No. 49-E Senator Zeeshan Khanzada: 

(Notice Received on 27/09/2024 at 3:08 PM) QID: 42503 

          

Will the Minister for Industries and Production be pleased to state: 

 

(a) the details of companies being issued licenses so far for the 

import of electric vehicles in the country including its raw 

material indicating also the countries from which the same 

will be imported; and 
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(b) the procedure / mechanism currently in place for issuing 

import licenses for the electric vehicles? 
 

 Rana Tanveer Hussain: (a) 
 

 Under SRO 656(I)/2006 dated 22-06-2006 and Fifth schedule 

of Customs Act 1969 (Annex-A), Engineering Development 

Board has been mandated for issuance of assembling/ 

manufacturing certificate for vehicles including electrical 

vehicles and allow import of Complete Knock down (CKD) / 

parts under the said Concessionary regime to OEMs. 

 

 EDB issued 51 assembling/manufacturing certificates to 

produce two/three-wheeler EVs (motorcycles and rickshaws) 

in Pakistan. (List attached as Annex-B) while two companies 

M/s Eco Green Motors Pvt Ltd and M/s Regal Automobile 

Pvt Ltd have been issued assembling/ manufacturing 

certificate to produce EV 4-wheelers in Pakistan. 

 

 M/s Sazgar Engineering Works, Hyundai Nishat Motors, and 

Indus Motor Company have launched locally assembled 

hybrid vehicles. 
 

 Complete Knock Down vehicles & parts are being imported 

by these OEMs from multiples sources including China, 

Thailand, Japan etc. depending upon commercial/financial 

feasibility. 
 

 Further, new vehicles/Complete Built Units (CBUs) of any 

type i.e. conventional and electric are being imported in the 

country at commercial rate of duty and as per Import Policy 

Order 2022. The import of CBU vehicles/ electrical vehicles 

do not fall under the ambit of MOI&P/ EDB. 
 

 (b) Requirements for issuance of manufacturing/assembling 

certificate under SRO 656(I)/2006 dated 22-06-2006 and Fifth schedule of 

Customs Act 1969 is attached at Annexure-C for reference. Import 

licenses for electrical vehicles are not issued by the Ministry of Industries 

and Production or its attached department. 

 

(Annexures have been Placed in Senate Library and on Table of the  

mover / concerned Member) 
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*Question No. 49-G Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri: 

(Notice Received on 30/09/2024 at 3:44 PM) QID: 42513 

          

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state: 

 

(a) the details of Income Tax Slab/s on the income of middle or 

lower income groups of the population during the FY 2024-

25, 2023-24, 2022-2023, 2021-2022, and 2021-20 separately; 

and 

 

(b) the details of Tax Slab/ percentage rate of all forms of 

Indirect Taxes besides income tax on the middle and lower 

income groups of the population at present indicating the 

details of taxes on purchasing of goods and properties 

separately? 

 

 Mr. Muhammad Aurangzeb: (a) The tax slabs applicable for 

lower income group for last five years are attached as Annex-I and tax 

payable by lower income group on specific amounts for the last five years 

is attached as Annex-II. 

 

Sales Tax:  

 

 (b) Sales tax whether leviable on percentage or fixed basis is 

chargeable as detailed below irrespective of any income group of the 

population: 

 

(i) The standard rate of sales tax is 18% except goods mentioned 

under the Fifth and Sixth Schedule to the Sales Tax Act, 1990 

which are zero-rated and exempted from sales tax, 

respectively (Annex-III & IV). 

 

(ii) Furthermore, goods mentioned under the Eighth Schedule to 

the Sales Tax Act, 1990 are chargeable at reduced rate as 

specified therein (Annex-V) and Tenth Schedule to the Sales 

Tax Act provides fixed tax regime for bricks kilns and 

concrete blocks manufacturers (Annex-VI). 
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(iii) Value addition tax at import stage is chargeable @ 3% on 

commercial imports in terms of Twelfth Schedule to the Sales 

Tax Act, 1990. However, certain exclusions have also been 

provided as specified therein (Annex-VII). 

 

Federal Excise: 

 

 Federal excise duty is chargeable on supply of goods, provisions of 

services and transfer of property as specified under Table, I, II and III of 

the First Schedule to the Federal Excise Act, 2005 respectively. The rate 

of federal excise duty chargeable on each category of goods, services and 

transfer of property has been specified in the said Tables (Annex-VIII). 

 

(Annexures have been Placed in Senate Library and on Table of the  

mover / concerned Member) 

 

*Question No. 49-H Senator Agha Shahzaib Durrani: 

(Notice Received on 1/10/2024 at 12:03 PM) QID: 42519 

          

Will the Minister for Planning Development and Special Initiatives 

be pleased to state whether there is any proposal under 

consideration of the Government to launch Mass Transit Transport 

facility in Quetta in collaboration with Provincial Government, if 

so, the detail thereof? 

 

 Mr. Ahsan Iqbal Chaudry:   The provisioning / development of 

the Mass transit and the Metro Bus system in urban centers is a Provincial 

subject. 

 

 However, in case of the Quetta, for the Development of the Mass 

Transit Public Transport System, a PC-II for carrying out feasibility study 

was approved by the CDWP on 29-06-2022 at the Cost of Rs. 100 million 

to be funded though PSDP. The project has been allocated funds in the 

PSDP 2024-25 at Sr. No. 262 with allocation of Rs.50 million. 

 

 ISLAMABAD,                  SYED HASNAIN HAIDER, 

the 31st October, 2024            Secretary. 
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(343rd Session) 

 

SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 

———— 
 

“UN-STARRED QUESTIONS AND THEIR REPLIES” 

 

For Friday, the 1st November, 2024 
 

Question No. 8 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan: 

(Notice Received on 19/09/2024 at 4:59 PM) QID: 42420 

         

Will the Minister for Science and Technology be pleased to state 

the details of the Board of Directors of PSQCA, indicating also the 

details of meetings of the Board, along with Agenda and decisions 

during the last 2 years? 

 

 Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui: As per the Act of Pakistan 

Standards and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA) the detail of the Board 

of Directors of PSQCA is as under:- 
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 2. During the last two years, seven (07) meetings of the Board of 

Directors of PSQCA were held. However, one BoD meeting (28th BoD) 

scheduled on 12th January, 2024 was postponed without any decision on 

the agenda. The detail regarding agenda of the meetings and decisions 

taken by the Board of Directors of PSQCA is attached as per the following 

Annexures:- 

 

 
 

(Annexures have been Placed in Senate Library and on Table of the  

Mover / Concerned Member) 

 

Question No. 8-A Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan: 

(Notice Received on 24/09/2024 at 1:47 PM) QID: 42466 

          

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state 

whether it is a fact that companies namely M/s Shelter and Shelter, 

Pakistan Overseas Housing and Shalimar Housing Scheme 

Islamabad have been registered in the name of same person in 

violation of rules and regulations of SECP, if so, the details and 

reasons thereof? 

 

 Mr. Muhammad Aurangzeb: Mr. Javaid Hussain Kiyani son of 

Muhammad Arif, holding CNIC 61101-1804321-7, holds common 

directorship/ shareholding in both M/s Shelter and Shelter (Pvt.) Limited 

and Shalimar Town (Pvt.) Limited. 

 

 It may please be apprised that no company by the name of 

“Pakistan Overseas Housing” or “Shalimar Housing Scheme 

Islamabad” is registered with the Securities and Exchange Commission 

of Pakistan (SECP). 
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 It is important to note that there is no restriction under the 

Companies Act, 2017, read with the Companies Regulations, 2024, on an 

individual holding directorship or shareholding in more than one 

company. Therefore, no individual violates the law by registering more 

than one company with the SECP. 

 

Question No. 8-B Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan: 

(Notice Received on 24/09/2024 at 1:48 PM) QID: 42467 

          

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to refer to 

un-starred senate questions 6 replied in Senate on 02-01-2024 and 

to state whether any action has been taken by the SECP against the 

violations on part of the said housing company resulting in 

withdrawal of the NOC by the CDA? 

 

 Mr. Muhammad Aurangzeb: The housing and real estate sector 

being a provincial subject is governed by the respective provinces under 

their prevailing laws. The SECP role is limited to the extent of 

incorporation of companies and to regulate the corporate affairs under the 

Companies Act 2017. 

 

   ISLAMABAD, SYED HASNAIN HAIDER, 

the 31st October, 2024 Secretary. 
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