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(347th Session) 

 

SENATE SECRETARIAT 

———— 
 

“QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS AND THEIR REPLIES” 

 
to be asked at a sitting of the Senate to be held on 

 

Tuesday, the 11th March, 2025 
 

[DEFERRED QUESTION] 

[Question No. 27] 

was deferred on 28th January, 2025 (345th Session) 

 

*(Def.) Question No. 27 Senator Shahadat Awan: 

 (Notice Received on 11/12/2024 at 3:00 PM) QID: 42371 

          

Will the Minister In-Charge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to 

state: 
 

(a) the details of criteria devised by Pakistan 

Telecommunications Authority to deal with the roll-out 

obligations by the licensees in absence of any regulation / 

framework made for Right of Way; and 
 

(b) whether it is a fact that licensees have to fulfill the roll-out 

obligation in the uninhabited areas despite being included in 

the region for which the license has been granted, if so, the 

details thereof? 
 

 Minister In-Charge of the Cabinet Division: (a) 1. In line with 

Government’s policies, PTA issues licenses to Cellular Mobile Operators 

(CMOs) through open auction and all terms and conditions related to 

rollout obligations are included in licenses. Such details are also published 

through an Information Memorandum (IM) whenever the new licenses are 

awarded. For reference, the current roll out targets for CMOs focuses on 

3% increase in population coverage, which can be targeted through site 

addition, which varies for each province depending upon variable Radio 

Frequency (RF) conditions, terrains, already covered population etc. The 

minimum yearly BTS site count/target for each province per operator, to 

fulfill rollout obligations is as under; 
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a. 245 BTS sites for Punjab. 
 

b. 105 BTS sites for Sindh. 
 

c. 65 BTS sites for KPK. 
 

d. 30 BTS sites for Balochistan. 
 

 2. Specifically, to address Right of Way (RoW), the same is 

governed under Section 27 (A) of Pakistan Telecom Re-Organization Act, 

1996 (“Act”), in this regard Ministry of IT and Telecom (MoIT&T) has 

also issued a “Public & Private Right of Way Policy Directive” dated 9th 

Oct, 2020. This policy is aimed to facilitate the development and 

expansion of telecommunications infrastructure by streamlining the 

process for telecom operators to acquire Right of Way. Furthermore, 

MolT&T is also in process of developing an automated online system for 

streamlining Right of Way NOC processes. 
 

 (b) 1. CMOs are issued licenses for a period of 15x years. From 

2021, population-based coverage obligations have been enhanced. These 

obligations mandate the operators to increase network coverage in terms 

of targeting population each year, in each province. This ensures a continuous 

expansion of telecom services, particularly in under-served regions. 
 

 2. For underdeveloped and underserved areas, including 

uninhabited regions, the Universal Service Fund (USF) Company plays a 

crucial role. In accordance with the Pakistan Telecom (Re-Organization) 

Act, USF is responsible for facilitating coverage expansion in such areas 

through targeted protects. 
 

 3. PTA has also issued specific licenses for Azad Jammu 

Kashmir (AJ&K) and Gilgit-Baltistan (GB), with distinct rollout targets 

for both urban and rural areas. These targets are designed to ensure 

equitable access to telecommunication services across various regions. 
 

*Question No. 23 Senator Mohammad Humayun Mohmand:  

(Notice Received on 16/01/2025 at 11:02 AM) QID: 42872 
 

Will the Minister for Information Technology and 

Telecommunications be pleased to state: 
 

(a)   details of utilization of the Universal Service Fund (USF) in 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa during the last three years; and 
 

(b)  whether PPRA Rules were not followed while awarding 

construction contracts for said projects, if so, reasons thereof 
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and if followed, indicate procedure adopted for bidding/ 

awarding such contracts along-with names of successful 

firms? 

 

 Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja: (a) USF Response: 
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(b) 
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*Question No. 24 Senator Fawzia Arshad:  

(Notice Received on 16/01/2025 at 12:42 PM) QID: 42874 

 

 Will the Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination be pleased to state: 

 

(a) whether it is a fact that Islamabad Wildlife Management 

Board (IWMB) is encountering unwarranted interference 

from CDA for the restoration work at Margalla Hills National 

Park (MHNP) despite Supreme Court directives; if so, steps 

taken or to be taken to prevent such interference; and 

 

(b)   Whether it is also a fact that the government plans to extend 

the removal of all commercial activities in MHNP falling 

under the jurisdiction of Islamabad Capital Territory for 

environmental protection, if so the details thereof? 

 

 Mr. Musadik Masood Malik: (a) Interference by CDA for 

restoration work being carried out by IWMB 

 

 The Islamabad Wildlife Management Board (IWMB), in 

compliance with the Supreme Court’s orders for the restoration of the 

demolished restaurant sites at Margalla Ridge, further decided in the board 

meeting held on 24th December 2024, that; 

 

1. Phase 1 will focus on preparing the site for restoration and 

making it accessible and safe for restoration work. 

 

2. Immediate commencement of site repairs, including site 

clearing, construction of retaining walls to prevent site 

erosion, addition of soil where needed to prepare the site for 

plantation and restoration. 

 

3. Immediate commencement of site repairs, including the 

installation of safety grills, benches, parking facilities, site 

clearing and greening. 

 

 The restoration work commenced in line with the board’s 

decisions. CDA officials expressed concerns regarding certain site repairs, 

including the construction of retaining walls to prevent erosion, as well as 

the installation of safety grills, benches, and parking facilities. In response, 
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the IWMB reviewed the restoration process and focused on enhancing the 

area through a plantation drive. The CDA Environment Directorate 

granted permission for the transportation of soil and plants to the site. A 

total of 350 plants have been planted and there was no disruption to the 

plantation efforts. Meanwhile ex-officio Board Members have been 

appointed and process for non-officio Board Member has been initiated. 

CDA is fully cooperating with the Board. 

 

 (b) Plans of the government to extend removal of all 

commercial activities in MHNP: 

 

 The Supreme Court order C.P. 304/2022, dated 21-08-2024 clearly 

stated that: 

 

 ‘Any lease, license, allotment or permission granted by CDA, or by 

the Remount, Veterinary and Farms Directorate (‘the Directorate’) or any 

other department/authority to operate restaurants in the National Park 

was contrary to the provisions of the Islamabad Wildlife (Protection, 

Preservation, Conservation and Management) Ordinance, 1979. 

Therefore, the same are declared to be of no legal effect and set aside.’ 

 

 Relevant information to implement Court order were demanded 

from CDA vide IWMB letter dated 28th January, 2025 (Annex-I). On 

receipt of the requisite information IWMB will deliberate on the matter in 

line with the order of the Supreme Court. Commercial activities in MHNP 

will be regulated under Management Plan which is under preparation.  
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Annex-I 
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*Question No. 25 Senator Zeeshan Khanzada:  

(Notice Received on 21/01/2025 at 12:29 PM) QID: 42888 

        

Will the Minister Housing & Works for be pleased to state to state 

total number of Skyline apartments constructed during last five 

years and the timeline for completion of said project? 

 

 Mian Riaz Hussain Pirzada: The Package-L, Category A, Rose 

Blocked (860 Apartment) was initiated in April, 2020. However, Work 

stopped due to unprecedented price hike and Covid. Physical progress is 

24.05%. 

 

 Signing of new contract agreement is under process and timeline 

for completion is 30 months. 

 

*Question No. 26 Senator Zeeshan Khanzada:  

(Notice Received on 21/01/2025 at 12:30 PM) QID: 42887 

 

Will the Minister Housing & Works for be pleased to state whether 

it is a fact that the rate of Rental ceiling/ for hiring of residential 

accommodation is revised after every three years, if so, last time, 

said rate was revised, indicating delays in its revision and 

expected time when the same will be revised? 

 

 Mian Riaz Hussain Pirzada: No. it is not a fact that rent of hired 

accommodation is revised after every three years. Previously, rate of rental 

ceiling were revised w.e.f. 01.07.2021 and same were notified on 

28.09.2021(Annex-A). Currently, the proposal for enhancement in rental 

ceiling is under consideration in consultation with all stake holders. 
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Annex-A 
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*Question No. 27 Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri:  

(Notice Received on 21/01/2025 at 2:10 PM) QID: 42891 
          

Will the Minister In-Charge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to 

state the details of the public hearing held by NEPRA to address 

the issue of K-Electric’s losses of Rs.68 billion indicating if there is 

any proposal to recover the same from customers? 
 

 Minister In-Charge of the Cabinet Division: A public hearing in 

the matter was held on 10th December 2024. After the hearing, KE vide 

its letter dated 16th January 2025 requested to allow filing of additional 

writeoff claims pertaining to the multi-year tariff control period of  

2017-2023. 

 

 A second public hearing in the matter shall be held upon filing of 

such claim and thereafter, the matter shall be decided in accordance with 

law. 
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*Question No. 28 Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri:  

(Notice Received on 21/01/2025 at 2:11 PM) QID: 42892 

 

 Will the Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination be pleased to state whether it is a fact that hazardous 

hospital waste material is being used in manufacturing of various 

consumer goods in ICT, if so, the steps taken or being taken by Pak 

EPA to prevent the same? 

 

 Mr. Musadik Masood Malik: On record, there is no reported 

information or evidence received by Pak-EPA indicating the use of 

hazardous waste materials in the manufacturing of consumer goods in 

ICT. 

 

 Pak-EPA maintains a robust regulatory framework under the 

Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1997, and the National 

Environmental Quality Standards (NEQS) to ensure that hazardous 

materials are not used in industrial processes. The agency conducts regular 

inspections, monitoring, and awareness programs to enforce compliance 

with environmental regulations. 

 

*Question No. 29 Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri:  

(Notice Received on 21/01/2025 at 2:11 PM) QID: 42893 

 

Will the Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination be pleased to state whether it is a fact that fuel 

adulteration is a major source of air pollution in Islamabad, if so, 

steps taken or being taken by Pak-EPA to address the same? 

 

 Mr. Musadik Masood Malik: Adulterated fuels often contain 

impurities that lead to incomplete combustion, resulting in the emission of 

harmful pollutants such as carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides (NOx), 

sulfur dioxide (SO2), and particulate matter (PM2.5 and PM10). 

 

 Fuel adulteration, while a contributor to air pollution, is not a 

major source of air pollution in Islamabad. Instead, diesel vehicles, 

particularly older trucks and two-wheelers, are identified as the primary 

cause of the city’s air quality issues. This is largely due to the 

unavailability of Euro-V compliant diesel fuel and the absence of Euro-V 

standard diesel engines, which significantly exacerbate vehicular 

emissions in ICT. 
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 To date, the Pakistan Environmental Protection Agency (Pak-EPA) 

has not received any specific reports or evidence confirming that fuel 

adulteration is occurring in Islamabad or significantly contributing to the 

city’s air quality issues. 

 

 For further details on the status of fuel adulteration in Islamabad, 

the Oil & Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) is the relevant authority and 

best positioned to provide accurate information on the matter. 

 

*Question No. 30 Senator Anusha Rahman Ahmad Khan:  

(Notice Received on 21/01/2025 at 4:27 PM) QID: 42895 

 

Will the Minister In-Charge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to 

state: 

 

(a)  details of total revenues/assets held by the Abandoned 

properties Organization at present alongwith the funds 

deposited in the Federal Consolidated Fund indicating their 

date of depositing for the last five years; and  

 

(b) details of total budget and sanctioned strength of the 

Organization indicating names, designation and date of 

appointment of all officers? 

 

 Minister In-Charge of the Cabinet Division: (a) Details of total 

revenues/assets held by the abandoned Properties Organization at present 

along with the funds deposited in the Federal Consolidated Fund is placed 

as Annex-I. 

 

 (b) Details of total budget/sanctioned strength of the Organization 

and details of all officers is placed as Annex-II. 
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*Question No. 31 Senator Anusha Rahman Ahmad Khan:  

(Notice Received on 21/01/2025 at 4:28 PM) QID: 42896 

 

Will the Minister In-Charge of the Establishment Division be 

pleased to state: 

 

(a)    details of civil service examination, mechanism and criteria 

for induction of civil servants alongwith the reasons of high 

percentage of failures; and 

 

(b) whether current examination system is aligned with global 

testing and examination standards indicating when last 

review of the said examination system was undertaken? 

 

 Mr. Ahad Khan Cheema: (a) Federal Public Service Commission 

(FPSC) conducts CSS Competitive Examination annually for allocation in 

twelve occupational groups/ services. Details of CSS examination, 

mechanism and criteria for induction/ recruitment in Civil Service are at 

(Annex-I). 

 

 The main reasons for low passing percentage in CSS are identified 

as under: 

 

i. Major failure is in compulsory subjects of English Essay, 

English Précis & Composition. 

 

ii. Aggregate marks policy of the Commission wherein 

candidates are required to obtain minimum 50% marks in 

aggregate in addition to passing the compulsory subjects. 

 

iii. Examiners assessment reveals that candidates attempt the 

paper in such a way that ideas are not coherent, organized or 

focused. Random thoughts are prevalent without any logical 

reasoning. The candidates fail to build-up argument from 

multiple angles and substantiate invalid facts and arguments. 

 

iv. The reports indicate problems like poor comprehension, 

expression which is much below the desired graduation level, 

heavy reliance on CSS coaching academies, guidebooks, 

without creativity or genuineness. 
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v. Selection of optional subjects which do not belong to the 

domain knowledge of the candidates. 

 

(b) CSS Pakistan Civil Service Exam 

 

 Pakistan Central Superior Services Exam is a 3-stage process:- 

 

➢ MPT (MCQ based Preliminary Test) is of 200 Marks, 

 

➢ Main exam is having compulsory papers of 600 marks and 

 optional papers of 600 marks, 

 

➢ Viva is of 300 marks. 

 

 UPSC Union Public Service Commission 

 

 Indian UPSC exam is a three-stage process that recruits people for 

the Civil Services. There is a Preliminary Test which is of 400 Marks. 

Main exam is of 1250 Marks. Viva is of 275 Marks. 

 

 BCS Bangladesh Civil Service 

 

 Bangladesh civil service BCS exam is a three-stage process that 

recruits people for the Bangladesh Civil Services. This exam is the most 

competitive job exam in Bangladesh. The exam has three stages: 

Preliminary Test (200 Marks), written (900 Marks) and viva voce (100 

Marks). The exam process can take from one and a half to two years. The 

exam is a gateway to entry-level positions in the Bangladesh Civil Service. 

Keeping in view above it may be seen that most of the functions and 

structure of competitive exam are moderately aligned with other countries 

of the region, like India and Bangladesh. This is a regular feature to update 

the process and structure of competitive exam from time to time in 

Pakistan. The CSS syllabus was revised in 2019. The Commission is 

already in the process for revision of the syllabus for CSS. 
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*Question No. 32 Senator Anusha Rahman Ahmad Khan:  

(Notice Received on 24/01/2025 at 3:27 PM) QID: 42912 

 

Will the Minister In-Charge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to 

state whether it is a fact that parliamentarians are placed at serial 

No.1-16 on the warrants of precedence, if so, reasons thereof 

along-with the date when they were notified for the first time and 

last reviewed? 

 

 Minister In-Charge of the Cabinet Division: It is stated that as 

per the warrant of precedence, the parliamentarians are placed at serial  

No 16. The current warrant, as amended from time to time, was issued by 

the Ministry of Interior on 10th February, 2016 clearly stating that the 

warrant in vogue is amended up to 6th December, 2008. In the same 

notification, it is highlighted that the previous warrant was issued on 7th 

March, 1963. 

 

 However, the subject, “Warrant of Precedence” had been 

transferred from Interior Division to the Cabinet Division in August, 2021 

after an amendment in the Rules of Business, 1973. 

 

*Question No. 33 Senator Bilal Ahmed Khan Mandokhel:  

(Notice Received on 30/01/2025 at 10:32 AM) QID: 42932 

 

Will the Minister In-Charge of the Establishment Division be 

pleased to state the details of the officers belonging to Federal / 
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Civil Superior Services posted in Balochistan alongwith their 

names, designation, grade, Group of service and tenure of posting 

during the last 3 years? 

 

 Mr. Ahad Khan Cheema: It is stated that the Establishment 

Division is the cadre administrator in respect of four occupational groups 

i.e. PAS, PSP, SG and OMG. The requisite details of officers of each of 

the said groups is at Annex-A. 

 

(Annexure has been placed in library and on Table of the Mover/ 

Concerned Member) 

 

*Question No. 34 Senator Mohammad Humayun Mohmand:  

(Notice Received on 30/01/2025 at 12:08 PM) QID: 42937 

 

Will the Minister In-Charge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to 

state the details of the officers of Pakistan Telecommunication 

Authority (PTA)BS-17 and above, indicating  their pay and 

allowances including expenditure on vehicles, fuel and repairs, 

mobile allowance during the last three years and whether any cut 

as per instructions under the Austerity Drive has been initiated? 

 

 Minister In-Charge of the Cabinet Division: Details of officers 

of Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) is attached at Annex-A 

as well as their pay and allowances are at Annex-B, no vehicle is allocated 

to any officer of BPS-17 and above. Monetization is being paid to officers 

of BPS-19 and above, whereas conveyance allowance is admissible to 

officers of BPS-17 and 18. Moreover, no official vehicle is allocated to 

any officer of the Authority, hence, no expenditure incurred on fuel and 

repair of vehicles. Further, no mobile allowance is paid to employees. 
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Annex-B 

 

 
 

*Question No. 35 Senator Shahadat Awan:  

(Notice Received on 3/02/2025 at 3:20 PM) QID: 42962 

 

Will the Minister In-Charge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to 

state the details of the awardees of Pakistan Civil Awards for the 

last 5 years along with their Field and Award conferred? 

 

 Minister In-Charge of the Cabinet Division: The details of 

Awardees of Pakistan Civil Awards for the last 5 years along with their 

Field and Awards is at Annex-I. 

 

(Annexure has been placed in library and on Table of the Mover/ 

Concerned Member) 

 

*Question No. 36 Senator Zeeshan Khanzada:  

(Notice Received on 3/02/2025 at 3:35 PM) QID: 42965 

 

Will the Minister for Information Technology and 

Telecommunications be pleased to state whether the Pakistan 

Software Export Board (PSEB) has developed any digital 
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infrastructure for promotion of IT products internationally to 

increase its export, if so, the details thereof? 
 

 Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja: Establishment of Software & 

Technology Parks 
 

 Pakistan Software Export Board is an apex body of Ministry of 

information technology and telecom with mandate to facilitate and 

promote ICT Industry in local and international markets. It has also a 

mandate to provide conducive and ICT enabled office environment to ICT 

industry through establishment of IT Parks, software Technology parks 

(STP) and e-Rozgaar center under PSDP and grant funded projects placed 

at Annex-A. 
 

 It is pertain to mention that Software Technology Parks (STPs) and 

IT parks are instrumental in driving innovation, economic growth, and 

technological advancements in Pakistan. By providing a conducive 

environment for innovation, collaboration, and entrepreneurship, these 

parks offer state-of-the-art infrastructure such as reliable ICT services, 

backup power, and high-speed data communication. They are designed to 

promote the development and export of software and software services, 

enhancing the competitiveness of the IT industry while creating jobs and 

developing human resources. These parks facilitate collaboration between 

academia and industry, leading to technology transfer and 

commercialization of research, and attract and retain top talent by 

providing access to cutting-edge facilities and research opportunities. 

Additionally, STPs and IT parks contribute to the expansion of Pakistan’s 

digital landscape, equipping companies with the latest technologies and 

tools. The government’s focus on establishing these parks across the 

country aims to achieve holistic tech growth and enhance the tech sector’s 

contribution to Pakistan’s GDP. 
 

Establishment of e-Rozgaar Centers 

 

 To further support 1CT Industry PSEB has undertaken an 

ambitious mission to establish 250 e-Rozgaar centers across Pakistan up to 

FY 2027 under PSDP project titled “Prime Minister’s Initiatives - Support 

for IT- Startups, Specialized IT Trainings and Venture Capital” These 

centers are intended towards promoting freelancers and entrepreneurship 

with a target of 25,000 job creations. There shall be 50 e-Rozgaar center 

operational during CFY 2024-25. 
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 E-Rozgaar centers play a crucial role in empowering freelancers 

across Pakistan by providing dedicated workspaces and essential facilities. 

These centers address the lack of proper workplaces for freelancers, 

offering reliable interact. backup power and collaborative environments 

that enhance productivity and efficiency. By facilitating networking and 

skill development, e-Rozgaar centers enable freelancers to take on high-

end projects, potentially increasing their earnings significantly. The 

initiative aims to boost the country’s IT exports, with estimates suggesting 

that facilitating a large number of freelancers could enhance annual 

earnings. Additionally, these centers contribute to youth empowerment, 

especially in marginalized areas, by offering training in digital skills and 

freelancing, thereby helping to bring much-needed foreign exchange into 

the country and strengthen its economy. Overall, both STPs, IT parks, and 

e-Rozgaar centers are vital for fostering a vibrant digital workforce and 

promoting sustainable economic growth in Pakistan. 
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*Question No. 37 Senator Quratulain Marri:  

(Notice Received on 7/02/2025 at 11:40 AM) QID: 42986 

 

Will the Minister in-Charge of the Establishment Division be 

pleased to state: 

 

(a)   whether it is a fact that women represent only five percent of 

Federal Government’s workforce at present, if so, indicate 

employment quota of women against all posts in Federal 

Government services in addition to their selection on open 

merit; and 

 

(b) steps taken or being taken to ensure gender inclusivity in 

Federal Government jobs during last five year?  

 

 Mr. Ahad Khan Cheema: (a) The detail of women 

representation in Federal Secretariat, Attached Departments/ 

Subordinate Offices, Constitutional Bodies as well as in 

Autonomous/ Semi-Autonomous Bodies/ Corporations is placed at 

Annex-A. 

 

(b)  

 

i. The Establishment Division has issued instructions to all 

Ministries / Divisions to strictly implement the 10% quota for 

employment of woman to all posts across the board in Federal 

Government services including CSS to be filled by direct 

recruitment, in addition to their participation in the open 

merit. Furthermore. 

 

ii. The Ministries/ Divisions are primarily responsible to 

determine and observance of the posts wise women quota 

within their domain. 

 

iii. The Establishment Division collects and compiles the female 

employees statistics on annual basis. 

 

iv. Special CSS examination was conducted in 2023 by providing 

an extra chance i.e. 4th and increasing the upper age limit to 

35 years for the unfilled vacant posts against different quotas 

including women quota. 
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  Islamabad,                     SYED HASNAIN HAIDER, 

   the 10th March, 2025.                                                  Secretary. 
 

 

 

PCPPI—6245(2025) Senate—10-03-2025 —275. 


