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(354th Session) 

 

SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 

———— 
 

“QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS AND THEIR REPLIES” 
 

to be asked at a sitting of the Senate to be held on 
 

Tuesday, the 30th September, 2025 
 

DEFFERED QUESTIONS 
 

[Question Nos. 23, 24, 28, 29, 36 and 37] 

were deferred on 18th July, 2025 (352nd Session) 
 

*(Def.) Question No.23 Senator Dr. Zarqa Suharwardy Taimur: 

(Notice Received on 25/06/2025 at 11:03 AM) QID: 43316 

 

Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research be 

pleased to state: 
 

(a) the quantity and value of tea imported in the country during 

the period from January, 2022 to December, 2024 with year 

wise break-up;  
 

(b) the details/measurement of land under cultivation of tea 

leaves in the country with area wise break up indicating also 

the percentage of national demand of tea leaves met by the 

domestic production; and  
 

(c) the steps taken/being taken by the Government to promote 

local cultivation and production of tea leave to meet the 

domestic demands? 
 

 Rana Tanveer Hussain: (a) The quantity and value of tea 

imported since January, 2022 to December, 2024. 
 

 
Source: Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, Islamabad 
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 (b) Measurement of area under tea cultivation 

 

 
 

Source: PARC-NTHRI, Shinkiari 

 

• Percentage of national demand of tea met by domestic 

production. 

 

 
 

Source: Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, Islamabad & PARC-NTHRI, 

Shinkiari 

 

 (c) The Following Steps have been taken by Government to 

promote local tea cultivation and production Research and 

Development: 
 

• Established National Tea Research Station (NTRS) 

Shinkiari, in 1986 later upgraded to institute in 1996 
 

• PARC-National Tea and High Value Crops Research 

Institute (NTHRI) Shinkiari, Mansehra has developed tea 

varieties, technologies related to tea plantation, orchard 

management, tea nursery raising and processing of Black 

& Green tea 
 

• Installed processing units of Black and Green Tea 
 

• Identified approximately 158,000 acres land suitable for 

tea cultivation, with 154,000 acres in Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa (including hilly regions of Mansehra and 

parts of Swat) and 4,000 acres in Azad Jammu and 

Kashmir. 
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• Produced more than 5.0 million tea nursery plants 

annually 

 

• Produced 24,210 kg of black and green tea during the last 

five years (2020-2024) 

 

*(Def.) Question No.24 Senator Abdul Shakoor Khan: 

 (Notice Received on 25/06/2025 at 11:28 AM) QID: 43133 

 

Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research be 

pleased to state: 

 

(a)  the  criteria laid down for appointment against the post of 

Director General (DG) in the Department of Plant Protection 

(DPP); and 

 

(b)  whether a Customs Cadre Officer is also eligible for holding 

the said post, if so, indicate relevant rules, terms and 

conditions? 

 

 Rana Tanveer Hussain: (a) The criteria and Recruitment Rules 

for the post of Plant Protection Advisor & Director General, Department 

of Plant Protection (DPP) vide SRO No.1332(1)/2021, dated 04th October, 

2021 are as follows:- 

  

 



4 

 (b) The Department of Plant Protection (DPP) is an attached 

department of M/o NFS&R. The post of Director General (DG), DPP has 

been filled in multiple times on deputation basis, current/ additional 

charge and under Section-10 of Civil Servants Act, 1973 by 

transfer/posting of cadre and ex-cadre officers due to non-availability of 

regular incumbents. There are only four sanctioned posts of Director 

(Technical) which are feeding cadre posts of Director General (DG), DPP. 

One post is vacant whereas other three available incumbents of the post of 

Director (Technical) are placed under suspension and E&D proceedings 

have been initiated against them under E&D Rules, 2020 due to excess 

import of wheat and interceptions of rice export to European Union (EU), 

which caused huge loss to the national exchequer and damaged the repute 

of country. In view of this, the present incumbent of the post of Director 

General has also been appointed under Section 10 of the Civil Servants 

Act 1973 which states that “Every Civil Servant shall be liable to serve 

anywhere within or outside Pakistan, in any equivalent or higher post 

under the Federal Government, or any Provincial Government or local 

authority, or cornoration or body set up or established by any such 

Government”. 
 

*(Def.) Question No.28 Senator Mohammad Humayun Mohmand: 

(Notice Received on 27/06/2025 at 2:56 PM) QID: 43322 
       

Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research be 

pleased to state the names, educational qualifications and 

group/cadre of services of officers in BS-19 and above working in 

Pakistan Tobacco Board? 
 

 Rana Tanveer Hussain: In Pakistan Tobacco Board, presently the 

following officers of BS-19 & above are working: 
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*(Def.) Question No.29 Senator Dr. Zarqa Suharwardy Taimur: 

(Notice Received on 27/06/2025 at 4:03 PM) QID: 43325 

         

Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research be 

pleased to state: 

 

(a) the quantity and value of domestic wheat production during 

current year indicating also its percentage share of the 

national demand; and  

 

(b) the steps taken or being taken by the Government to meet 

shortfall of wheat demand in the country, if any? 

 

 Rana Tanveer Hussain: (a) The availability of wheat during 

current year is 33.52 MMT including 5.08 MMT carry forward stocks 

against the National requirement of 33.58 MMT for Food Year 2025-26 

which has a percentage share of 99.82% in the national demand. 

 

 (b) As per provincial crop reporting services (CRS) and 

SUPARCO there is a shortfall of 0.06 MMT however, LIMS and FAO 

have reported surplus of 0.11 MMT to 2.82 MMT respectively for food 

year -2025-26 against the National requirement of 33.58 MMT. Final 

estimates of KP and Balochistan are still awaited. 
 

*(Def.) Question No.36 Senator Mohsin Aziz: 

(Notice Received on 3/07/2025 at 2:49 PM) QID: 43337 

          

Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research be 

pleased to state: 

 

(a) whether it is a fact that the prices of agricultural inputs like 

seeds, fertilizers are increasing in the country despite 

reduction in their prices at global level, if so, the reasons 

thereof; and   

 

(b) the steps taken/being taken by the Government to curb 

exploitation of farmers by input suppliers and middlemen? 
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 Rana Tanveer Hussain:  
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Annex-I 
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Annex-II 

 

 
 

*(Def.) Question No.37 Senator Mohammad Abdul Qadir: 

(Notice Received on 3/07/2025 at 3:37 PM) QID: 43339 
 

Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research be 

pleased to state: 
 

(a) the steps taken or being taken by the Government to ensure 

availability of seed, fertilizers and pesticides in the country as 

per domestic agricultural needs during last three years; and 
 

(b) the actions taken against manufacturing/ sale of spurious/ 

substandard seed, fertilizers and pesticides in the country 

during the last three years  with year wise breakup? 
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 Rana Tanveer Hussain: 
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*Question No.1 Senator Anusha Rahman Ahmad Khan:  

(Notice Received on 20/08/2025 at 11:57 AM) QID: 43272 

 

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training 

be pleased to state whether there is any policy framework for 

providing vocational training to youth enabling them for working 

in industries and manufacturing sector, if so, the details thereof? 

 

 Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui:  
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*Question No.2 Senator Kamran Murtaza:  

(Notice Received on 22/08/2025 at 11:55 AM) QID: 43520 

 

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 

Coordination be pleased to state the number of cases/applications 

received for registration of Nursing schools with Pakistan Nursing 

Council during the last three years? 
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 Syed Mustafa Kamal: 455 applications were received for 

registration of nursing schools during the last three years. 

 

*Question No.3 Senator Kamran Murtaza:  

(Notice Received on 26/08/2025 at 11:15 AM) QID: 43530 

 

Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state: 

 

(a) the average number of vehicles travel on Islamabad-Lahore 

Motorway (M-2) on daily basis indicating also the amount of 

toll tax being collected from the same; 

 

(b) the details of vehicles which have been granted exemption 

from payment of toll tax on the said Motorway; and  

 

(c) the details of concession agreement made with (FWO), under 

which toll tax on that Motorway has been increased @ 10% 

with effect from 26th August, 2025? 

 

 Mr. Abdul Aleem Khan: (a) As per the traffic data provided by 

m/s MORE – the Concessionaire (Copy of M/s MORE letter is enclosed at 

Annex-A), average daily traffic is 130,000 vehicles while the amount of 

tax collected is not shared by M/s MORE. 

 

 (b) As per the Tolling Policy, exemption from toll tax, is as 

follows: 
 

• Provincial and National. Highway & Motorway Police. 

 

• Fire Brigades 

 

• Ambulances 

 

• Armed Forces of Pakistan vehicles bearing broad arrow 

number plates 

 

• Vehicles having. Supreme Court/ High Court Flags/insignia. 

Plates 
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 (c) Paragraph 3(b) (ii) (A) of Schedule-I (Toll Structure) to the 

Concession Agreement sates that ten percent (10%) annual toll escalation 

shall be applied from the Second (2nd) operational year of the concession 

period. 

 

 Therefore, the applicable toll rates from August 26, 2025 are as 

follow: 
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18 

*Question No.5 Senator Syed Ali Zafar:  

(Notice Received on 29/08/2025 at 10:41 AM) QID: 43549 

 

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state: 

 

(a) the details of the functions and responsibilities of the Institute 

of Strategic Studies, Islamabad (ISSI); and 

 

(b) the names, educational qualifications and tenure of the 

incumbent Head and Members of the said Institute indicating 

also the pay, allowances and other fringe benefits admissible 

to them? 

 

 Mr. Mohammad Ishaq Dar:  
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*Question No.6 Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood:  

(Notice Received on 29/08/2025 at 12:17 PM) QID: 43552 

 

Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state:- 

(a) whether it is a fact that the road between Motorway and 

Lawari Tunnel is in dilapidated condition, if so, the details 

and reasons thereof; and 

 

(b) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the 

Government to repair or reconstruct the said road, if so, the 

details thereof? 

 

 Mr. Abdul Aleem Khan:  
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*Question No.7 Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood:  

(Notice Received on 1/09/2025 at 9:44 AM) QID: 43565 
 

Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state whether 

there is any proposal under consideration of the Government to 

construct Arando road and Garam Chashma road up till Shah 

Salim border, Chitral, if so, the details thereof indicating also the 

amount of funds allocated for the said project in current financial 

year and the time by which work on that road will be started and 

completed? 
 

 Mr. Abdul Aleem Khan:  
 

• The Arando road is not federalized. The Chitral Garam 

Chashma Road has been federalized as N-145. It consists of 

two packages. Package-1 covers Chitral to Garam Chashma. 

Package-2 covers Garam Chashma to Dorah Pass. 

 

• One-page Brief is Annexed. 
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Annexure 
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*Question No.8 Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood:  

(Notice Received on 1/09/2025 at 9:45 AM) QID: 43564 

 

Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state whether 

there is any proposal under consideration of the Government to 

construct Mastuj-Broghil road Upper Chitral, if so, the details 

thereof, indicating also the amount allocated for the said road in 

the budget of current financial year and the time by which work 

will be started and completed on the same? 

 

 Mr. Abdul Aleem Khan: The said road does not fall under the 

jurisdiction of the National Highway Authority, Ministry of 

Communications. It falls under the jurisdiction of Communications and 

Works Department, Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 

 

 As such, there is no proposal under consideration to construct 

Mastuj-Broghil road Upper Chitral. 
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*Question No.9 Senator Rubina Naz: 

(Notice Received on 1/09/2025 at 3:49 PM) QID: 43569 
 

Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state: 
 

(a) the number of toll plazas established on Motorways and 

National Highways in the country with province wise break 

up indicating also the details of contractors to whom the same 

have been leased out; and  
 

(b) the procedure adopted for leasing out the said toll plazas? 
 

 Mr. Abdul Aleem Khan:  
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Annex-B 
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*Question No.10 Senator Abdul Shakoor Khan:  

(Notice Received on 1/09/2025 at 4:07 PM) QID: 43398 

 

Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research be 

pleased to state: 

 

(a) whether it is a fact that the services of a number of persons 

belonging to Balochistan who have been working as Locust 

Assistants (BS-11) in Plant Protection Department on 

contract basis @ Rs.30,000/-  p.m. since 2021, have been 

terminated in 2025 without any formal notice /reasons, if so, 

the reasons thereof; and 

 

(b) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the 

Government to provide alternate employment to the said 

persons, if so, the details thereof? 
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 Rana Tanveer Hussain:  
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*Question No.11 Senator Abdul Shakoor Khan:  

(Notice Received on 2/09/2025 at 12:34 PM) QID: 43455 

 

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training 

be pleased to state: 

 

(a) whether it is a fact that private universities in Islamabad do 

not allow summer vacations to their teaching staff, if so, 

reasons thereof; and 

 

(b) whether it is also a fact that in such universities teaching 

faculty is also assigned non-academic duties, if so, the steps 

taken or being taken by the Government to address such 

exploitation? 

 

 Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui:  
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(Annexures have been placed in Library as on Table of the Mover / 

Concerned Member) 

 

*Question No.12 Senator Abdul Shakoor Khan:  

(Notice Received on 2/09/2025 at 12:35 PM) QID: 43572 

 

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training 

be pleased to state: 

 

(a) the details of land owned by the Quaid-e-Azam University, 

Islamabad indicating also the area of such land currently 

encroached upon along with the steps taken or being taken by 

the Government to retrieve the same; and  

 

(b) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the 

Government to setup new departments, research 

programs/other projects on the utilized land of the university 

enable it to meet its financial requirements through the same, 

if so, the details thereof? 

 

 Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui:  
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*Question No.13 Senator Zeeshan Khanzada:  

(Notice Received on 2/09/2025 at 2:05 PM) QID: 43580 

 

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 

Coordination be pleased to state: 
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(a) whether it is a fact that Pakistan Medical and  Dental council 

issues House Job certificates to Doctors, if so, the criteria 

laid down for the same;  
 

(b) the details of applicants who applied for issuance of the said 

certificate since 2024 indicating also the details of those who 

have been issued the same with date wise break up; and  
 

(c) whether it is a fact that a number of the said applicants have 

not been issued their certificates so far despite fulfilling the 

criteria, if so, the reasons thereof? 
 

 Syed Mustafa Kamal:  
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Annexure-I 
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*Question No.14 Senator Syed Ali Zafar:  

(Notice Received on 3/09/2025 at 12:02 PM) QID: 43585 

 

Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state whether 

it is a fact that construction work of Sukkur-Hyderabad motorway 

has started, if not, the reasons thereof indicating also the current 
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status of the said project and expected time by which the same will 

be completed? 

 

 Mr. Abdul Aleem Khan:  
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*Question No.15 Senator Jan Muhammad:  

(Notice Received on 3/09/2025 at 3:52 PM) QID: 43587 
 

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 

Coordination be pleased to state whether there is any proposal 

under consideration of the Government to setup a new National 

Council of Traditional, Alternative and Complementary Medicine 

by merging the existing National Council of Tibb and National 

Council for Homeopathy, if so, the details thereof indicating also 

the legislation enacted, if any, for the newly proposed and the time 

by which the same will be established and become functional? 
 

 Syed Mustafa Kamal:  
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*Question No.15-A Senator Syed Ali Zafar:  

(Notice Received on 2/09/2025 at 10:50 AM) QID: 43573 

 

Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research be 

pleased to state the quantity of sugar being produced in the 

country against the total annual demand of sugar indicating also 

its volume imported and exported during the last three years? 

 

 Rana Tanveer Hussain:  
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*Question No.15-B Senator Syed Waqar Mehdi:  

(Notice Received on 4/09/2025 at 2:58 PM) QID: 43595 

 

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training 

be pleased to state: 

 

(a) whether it is a fact that Federal Ombudsman has passed the 

judgment on 02-10-2024 for payment of commutation and 

residuum pension dues of retired employees of Federal Urdu 

University, Karachi Campus, if so, the details thereof; and 

 

(b) whether it is also a fact that despite the availability of an 

amount of Rs.670 million in the pension fund of the University 

the said Order of the Federal Ombudsman has not been 

implemented so far, if so, the reasons thereof? 

 

 Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui:  
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*Question No.15-C Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan:  

(Notice Received on 8/09/2025 at 1:18 PM) QID: 43047 

 

Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state Highway 

wise details of the expenditures incurred on the National Highways 

in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, indicating Section wise toll tax collected 

from said highways during the last 3 years? 

 

 Mr. Abdul Aleem Khan: Details of road wise toll tax collected 

alongside expenditures incurred on National Highways in KPK, are 

attached at Annex-A. 
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*Question No.15-D Senator Muhammad Aslam Abro:  

(Notice Received on 10/09/2025 at 9:53 AM) QID: 43517 
 

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training 

be pleased to inform: 
 

(a) the details of visiting faculty members of the Quaid-i-Azam 

University who have not been paid remuneration during the 

last five years with department wise breakup; and 

 

(b) whether it is a fact that the Quaid-i-Azam University has 

received a bailout grant, if so, whether the same is being 

considered to pay remuneration to the said faculty members? 

 

 Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui:  
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Annex-A 
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*Question No.15-E Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan:  

(Notice Received on 11/09/2025 at 11:22 AM) QID: 43624 

 

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 

Coordination be pleased to state: 

 

(a) the criteria and procedure laid down for appointment of the 

President and Secretary of Pakistan Nursing and Midwifery 

Council; and  

 

(b) the educational qualifications and experience of the 

incumbent President and Secretary of the said council 

indicating also the procedure adopted for their appointments? 
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 Syed Mustafa Kamal:  
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*Question No.15-F Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan:  

(Notice Received on 11/09/2025 at 11:23 AM) QID: 43623 

 

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 

Coordination be pleased to state the names and locations of 

colleges registered by Pakistan Nursing and Midwifery Council 

during the last five years indicating also the dates of their 

applications and grant of license/registration and the number of 

nursing seats allowed/allocated in each case? 

 

 Syed Mustafa Kamal: Names and locations of colleges registered 

by Pakistan Nursing and Midwifery Council during the last five years 

indicating also the dates of their applications and grant of 

license/registration and the number of nursing seats allowed/allocated is 

attached at (Annex-A). 

 

(Annexure has been placed in Library and on Table of the Mover / 

Concerned Member). 

 

*Question No.15-G Senator Rana Mahmood Ul Hassan:  

(Notice Received on 11/09/2025 at 3:47 PM) QID: 43628 

 

Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the rate of toll tax on National 

Highways has been increased, if so, the reasons thereof 

indicating also the criteria adopted for the same; 

 

(b) the estimated additional revenue expected to be collected 

through the said increase indicating also the proposed 

utilization of the same; and  

 

(c) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the 

Government to exempt small passenger vehicles and daily 

commuters from increase in toll tax in future, if so, the details 

thereof? 
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 Mr. Abdul Aleem Khan: 
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     ISLAMABAD, SYED HASNAIN HAIDER, 

the 29th September, 2025 Secretary. 
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