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(361st Session) 

 

SENATE SECRETARIAT 

———— 
 

“QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS AND THEIR REPLIES” 

 
to be asked at a sitting of the Senate to be held on 

 

Thursday, the 7th May, 2026 
 

      

*Question No. 1 Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood:  

(Notice Received on 6/03/2026 at 11:12 AM) QID: 44324 

           

Will the Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination be pleased to state: 

 

(a) the details of cases of corruption, misappropriation and 

malpractices surfaced in the Pakistan Environment Protection 

Agency during the last five years; and 

 

(b) the names and designations of the employees found involved 

in the said cases and details of action taken against them? 

 

 Mr. Musadik Masood Malik: (a) In the last 5 years, there have 

been 4 complaints against only one officer i.e. Ms. Farzana Altaf Shah, 

Director General, Pak-EPA. These are by: 
 

 1. Islamabad Association of Environmental Consultants (Annex-I) 
 

 2. Zubair Feeds (Pvt.) Ltd. (Annex-II) 
 

 3. Pioneer Foods (Pvt.) Ltd. (Annex-III) 
 

 4. Pakistan Poultry Association (Annex-IV) 

 

 (b) Following the allegations, Ms. Farzana Altaf Shah,  

ex-Director General Pak-EPA, was suspended and Inquiry proceedings 

were held against her in the year 2025. It is pertinent to mention here that 

following the inquiry, she was exonerated, however, she applied for early 

retirement. She retired from Government Service w.e.f. 27-02-2026, her 

retirement notification is placed at Annex-V. 
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(Annex-II) 
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(Annex-III) 
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(Annex-IV) 
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(Annex-V) 

 

 

 

 
 



9 

*Question No. 2 Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood:  

(Notice Received on 6/03/2026 at 11:17 AM) QID: 44326 

           

Will the Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination be pleased to state: 

 

(a) the main functions and responsibilities of the Pakistan 

Environment Protection Agency; and 

 

(b) the extent to which the said agency has been succeeded to 

achieve the desired results as per its mandate?  

 

 Mr. Musadik Masood Malik: (a)  
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(b) 
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*Question No. 3 Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood:  

(Notice Received on 9/03/2026 at 10:18 AM) QID: 44327 

           

Will the Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination be pleased to state the details of complaints received 

against the employees of the Pakistan Environment Protection 

Agency during the last five years and action taken thereon? 

 

 Mr. Musadik Masood Malik: In the last 5 years, there have been 

4 complaints against only one officer i.e. Ms. Farzana Altaf Shah, Director 

General, Pak-EPA. These are by: 

 

 1. Islamabad Association of Environmental Consultants 

 

 2. Zubair Feeds (Pvt.) Ltd. 

 

 3. Pioneer Foods (Pvt.) Ltd. 

 

 4. Pakistan Poultry Association 

 

 Following the allegations, Ms. Farzana Altaf Shah, ex-Director 

General Pak-EPA, was suspended and Inquiry proceedings were held 

against her in the year 2025. It is pertinent to mention here that she was 

exonerated and applied for early retirement. She retired from Government 

Service w.e.f. 27-02-2026, her retirement notification is placed at Annex-I. 
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Annex-I 
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*Question No. 4 Senator Dr. Zarqa Suharwardy Taimur:  

(Notice Received on 9/03/2026 at 11:17 AM) QID: 44331 

           

Will the Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to 

state the criteria / procedure laid down for the nomination and 

selection of individuals for state awards announced on March 23 

and August 14 every year indicating also the authorities or 

committees responsible for reviewing and approving such 

nominations? 

 

 Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division: Criteria for 

Conferment of Pakistan Civil Awards: 

 

a. Citizens of Pakistan: 

 

 Citizens of Pakistan are eligible for civil awards in the order of 

‘Shuja’at’ for acts of heroism and conspicuous courage in circumstances 

of extreme danger and for gallantry in saving or attempting to save life. 

The citizens of Pakistan are also eligible in the order of ‘Imtiaz’ for 

attaining academic distinction in the fields of Science, Art, Literature, 

distinction in the fields of Sports and Nursing, or for rendering dedicated 

services with selfless devotion in Human Rights and Public Service and 

the “President’s Award for Pride of Performance” in recognition of notable 

achievements in the fields of Art, Science, Literattur, Sports or Nursing. 

 

b.  Foreign Nationals: 

 

 Foreign Nationals may be given civil awards in any Order i.e. 

Pakistan, Shuja’at, Imtiaz, Quaid-i-Azam and Khidmat, including the 

‘President’s Award for Pride of Performance’, in recognition of 

distinguished services to Pakistan in any field. 

 

c. Posthumous Awards: 

 

 The President may also confer these awards posthumously and the 

monetary benefits, if any, attached to the decoration, shall be paid to the 

Next of kin. 
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Procedure for Nomination and Selection of Individuals for Pakistan 

Civil Awards: 

 

 Nominations for conferment of Pakistan Civil Awards are invited 

by the Cabinet Division every year in the month of December from the 

specified nominating agencies as per policy and guidelines for Pakistan 

Civil Awards, with a cut-off date of 15th April. These nominations are 

initially scrutinized by the Cabinet Division for completion of codal 

formalities as per criteria, and subsequently, placed before four separate 

Awards Sub-Committees i.e. (i). “Science, Engineering & Education”,  

(ii) Arts & Literature, (iii) Social/Welfare Work/Charity & Philanthropy 

and (iv) Gallantry, for consideration and review of the proposals received 

from the nominating agencies. Each Sub-committee is chaired by a 

Minister. The recommendations of Sub-committees are finally scrutinized 

by the Main Awards Committee, chaired by a Minister appointed by the 

Prime Minister of Pakistan. The recommendations finalized by the Main 

Awards Committee are submitted to the Prime Minister in shape of a 

Summary for consideration and for his advice to the President, Islamic 

Republic of Pakistan, for approval. 

 

 On receipt of the approval from the President, Islamic Republic of 

Pakistan, Cabinet Division issues a “Press Release” announcing the names 

of Awardees on the Independence Day (14th August). The Investiture 

Ceremonies to confer Civil Awards takes place on the following Pakistan 

Day (23rd March) at Aiwan-i-Sadr/Governor Houses and Pakistan 

Missions Abroad. 

 

*Question No. 5 Senator Anusha Rahman Ahmad Khan:  

(Notice Received on 10/03/2026 at 11:29 AM) QID: 43805 

          

Will the Minister for Information Technology and 

Telecommunications be pleased to state:- 

 

(a) when was the current President/CEO of Telecom Foundation 

appointed, his term of contract and his salary package; and 

 

(b) when were the salaries of all employees of Telelcom 

Foundation last revised? 

 

 Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja: (a) The current President & CEO 

was appointed on 19th July 2019, and his contract tem will expire on 18th 
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July 2028. His current salary package includes the provision of a 1800cc 

car with driver and 500 liters of petrol per month. He presently draws a net 

monthly salary of Rs. 1,006,790/-. In addition, he is entitled to two gross 

salaries per annum as medical allowance, a mobile phone ceiling of  

Rs. 5,000/-and reimbursement of residential landline expenses at actuals. 

 

 (b) This is to inform that the salaries of Telecom Foundation 

employees were revised in October, 2022, after a lapse of seven years 

since the last revision in 2015 During the period 2015 to 2022, the 

Government revised the Basic Pay Scales three time effectively from July 

2015, July 2017 and July 2022, respectively.  

 

*Question No. 6 Senator Anusha Rahman Ahmad Khan:  

(Notice Received on 10/03/2026 at 11:30 AM) QID: 43308 

       

Will the Minister for Information Technology and 

Telecommunication be pleased to state the present status of 

Broadband connectivity proposed to be provided through 

satellites? 

 

 Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja: As per existing PTA’s regulatory 

regime, satellite services through Geo Stationary Orbit (GSO) Satellites 

are being offered by CVAS / LL / LDI Licensees, as per the scope and 

regulatory requirements of the respective License. Presently, Satellite 

services are primarily used for providing bandwidth transportation 

services for backhaul connectivity or very limited data connectivity 

requirements of users, as cost of bandwidth from GEO satellites is too 

high. Hence, approximately 5043 x satellite customers are being served by 

different PTA licensees. 

 

 In recent past new technology of provision of internet services 

through Low Earth Orbit (LEO) emerged. International Satellite 

Companies like Starlink, Amazon Kuiper, One Web etc. has started 

offering high speed internet services in various countries direct to 

consumers. To cater for future satellite services, Government of Pakistan 

has introduced National Space Policy on 23rd Jan 2024 and Space 

Activities Rules on 2nd Feb 2024. It is mandatory requirement for each 

Satellite Operator to Register with the Pakistan Space Activities 

Regulatory Board (PSARB) before being eligible to provide Satellite 

bandwidth from GSO / LEO Satellites in future. PSARB is currently 

finalizing the regulations to register the satellite operators. 
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 In parallel, PTA has also formulated a Fixed Satellite Services 

license to provide satellite services direct to consumers, in line with 

International best practices. This will facilitate for Nationwide Satellite 

provision by Licensee, which currently can be provided through 

combination of different Licenses i.e. CVAS, LL and LDI. 

 

 PTA will start granting new licenses to applicants after registration 

of Satellite operators with PSARB. 

 

*Question No. 7 Senator Dr. Zarqa Suharwardy Taimur:  

(Notice Received on 10/03/2026 at 11:38 AM) QID: 44339 

         

Will the Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination be pleased to state 

 

(a) whether it is a fact that  approximately US 2 billion dollars 

have been  per year, received by the Government of Pakistan 

during the last five years for Climate Change-related 

initiatives, if so, details thereof along with the names of the 

donor agencies / countries and a year-wise break-up thereof; 

 

(b) the utilization of the said funds, including allocations made 

for mitigation, adaptation, resilience-building, flood recovery, 

reforestation, renewable energy, and capacity building 

initiatives with project wise and province wise breakup; and 

 

(c) the criteria and mechanisms adopted by the Government for 

the allocation, monitoring, and evaluation of these foreign 

grants and financial assistance received for climate change-

related initiatives? 

 

 Mr. Musadik Masood Malik: (a), (b) & (c) The details of the 

funds received by the Government of Pakistan during the last five years 

may be obtained from the Economic Affairs Division and Ministry of 

Finance. However, the details of projects under GEF and GCF being 

processed in CF Wing at Annex-I.  
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Annex-I 
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*Question No. 8 Senator Anusha Rahman Ahmad Khan:  

(Notice Received on 11/03/2026 at 10:36 AM) QID: 43491 

         

Will the Minister for Information Technology and 

Telecommunications be pleased to state:- 



24 

(a) the overall capex of the telecom operators in the country 

during the last three years with particular reference to 

improve their infrastructure and ensure quality of service; 

 

(b) the details and outcome of surveys of quality of service of 

telecom companies / operators during the said period; and 

 

(c) the steps taken / being taken by the Government to ensure 

quality of service by those companies / operators? 

 

 Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja: (a) Capex of all telecom operators 

for the last three years is attached as Annex A and B. 

 

 (b) A total of 379 surveys have been conducted during the last 3 

years, including 243 quarterly planned the details are provided below; 
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 In conclusion, PTA is always diligently working to comply with 

the directives of the Senate Standing Committee by adopting a 

multifaceted approach to enhance telephone and internet services 

nationwide. While progress is being made, challenges such as security 

concerns, inflation, power outages, theft, and network closures may affect 

the pace of projects. PTA remains committed to continuous monitoring 

and targeted interventions, with active support from CMOs, and POCs 

may be nominated for identification and timely rectification of specific 

issues. 
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*Question No. 9 Senator Jan Muhammad:  
(Notice Received on 11/03/2026 at 10:52 AM) QID: 44353 
          

Will the Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety be 
please to state: 

 
(a) whether Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal made any change in the 

procurement procedure for procuring ration packages for 
Ramzan, 2025 from the earlier procedure adopted by it for 
procurement of such packages in previous years, if so,  the 
details thereof indicating also the details of the earlier 
procedure, approval mechanism, tendering /quotation process 
and the changes made in the same: and 

 
(b) whether any departmental inquiry has been initiated or audit 

objects raised regarding irregularities, if any, in the 
procurement or distribution of the said ration packages or 
regarding change in procurement procedure from the 
previous years, if so, the details thereof? 

 
 Syed Imran Ahmed Shah: (a) This is to state that, neither any 
procurements made nor any procurement procedure changed by Pakistan 
Bait-ul-Mal regarding ration packages for the Ramzan 2025. 
 
 Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal launched PBM Ramzan Drive for the month 
of Ramzan 2025 in which instead of ration packages, cooked meals were 
distributed among the needy people from different distribution points. 
Distribution points include PBM Shelter Homes, PBM Sweet Homes, 
Khana Sab Key Liye (KSKI.) food vehicles, PBM Schools and PBM 
Centres, PBM Provincial, Regional & District Offices, bus terminals and 
madrassahs/mosques etc.. In the PBM Ramzan Drive 2025 from 1st to 
27th Ramzan-ul-Mubarak, total (2,297,305) meals were distributed from 
(471) distribution points. Ramzan Drive was launched under the slogans 
“Friends of Pakistan” wherein private donors, trusts and welfare 
organizations joined hands with Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal and sponsored (fully 
or partially) the meals as per approved policies for PBM Shelter Homes 
and Khana Sab Key Liye programs. The distribution was made by 
Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal staff from different platforms as mentioned above. 
The summary of meal distribution along with donors/sponsors for each 
region is attached as (Annex-A). 
 
 Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal Ramzan Drive 2025 was launched from the 
platform of PBM Shelter Homes and KSKL. PBM Shelter Homes and 
Khana Sab Key Liye are food & shelter programs, are started in 2020 and 
2021 respectively. The objective of PBM Shelter Homes is to provide food 
& temporary shelter (night stay) to the needy people while KSKL food 
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vehicles serve the meal to needy people, particularly to the labor class near 
their workplaces. The policies for these programs are approved by the 
Bait-ul-Mal Board. As per policies, these programs can be operated under 
public private partnership model, and MoUs can be signed with different 
individuals and organizations for provision of food and other services to 
ensure sustainability. Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal is already exploring every 
avenue of public private partnership to PBM Shelter Homes, PBM Sweet 
Homes and KSKL program. Since inception of these programs, number of 
donors, trusts, welfare organizations are sponsoring meals (fully or 
partially) for these programs, which is served to the needy people by 
PBM. On the same pattern, PBM Ramzan Drive-2025 was launched under 
Public Private Partnership model. 
 

(b) (a)  This is to state that no departmental inquiry has been initiated 
in this regard. Rather, an agenda item was placed before the 
Bait-ul-Mal Board in its 79th meeting and the Board referred 
the said agenda to Board Sub-Committee on Finance. The 
committee deliberated and viewed that PBM Ramzan Drive 
2025 was a welfare activity and was performed by PBM in 
the holy month of Ramzan 2025. The expenditures were 
incurred within the prescribed allocated budget of PBM 
Shelter Homes and KSKL. Therefore, Sub-Committee 
recommended and endorsed the agenda. Accordingly Bait-ul-
Mal Board in its 81st meeting endorsed the PBM Ramzan 
Drive-2025. No departmental inquiry has been initiated/not 
required on the matter. 

 

(b)  It is further stated that the Auditors of the Auditor General of 
Pakistan (Social Safety Nets) conducted audit of Pakistan 
Bait-ul-Mal Regional/Provincial offices for the financial year 
2024-25, including KP, Sindh and Balochistan (Quetta) and 
praised the following audit observations regarding distribution 
of ration bags: 

 

Para No. 6 of Audit & Inspection Report (KP): 
“Award of contract to M/s Alkhidmat Foundation without calling open 
tender amounting to Rs.22.071 million.” 
 

Para No. 10 of Audit & Inspection Report (Quetta): 
“Award of contract for supply of ration bags for Ramadan without calling 
open tender amounting to Rs.17.169 million.” 
 

• Replies to the audit observations have been furnished to the 
audit authorities for consideration. 
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Annex-A 

 

 



34 



35 

 
 

*Question No. 10 Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri:  

(Notice Received on 16/03/2026 at 10:08 AM) QID: 44360 

         

Will the Minister Incharge of the Establishment Division with 

reference to Senate Starred Question No. 7, replied on 24th 

February 2026, be pleased to state whether the retired civil 

servants to whom new portfolios were assigned mentioned in part 

(b) of the reply, have been drawing their pension benefits also 

along with the new salaries and allowances of their new positions, 

if so, the details of all pension benefits, salaries, and allowances 

currently admissible to these civil servants? 

 
 Mr. Ahad Khan Cheema: Establishment Division being the 
administrative controller of civil servants only processed the case of re-
employment of officers listed in the reply against Senate Starred Question 
No. 07, however, further information being asked by the Hon’ble Senator 
under the Question No. 10 does not fall under the purview of 
Establishment Division, therefore, the requisite information in the instant 
question has been requested vide Establishment Division’s OM dated 
04.05.2026 (Annex-I) from CGA and AGPR. Once received, 
Establishment Division shall be able to respond to the instant Question 
accordingly, please. 



36 

Annex-I 
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*Question No. 11 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan:  

(Notice Received on 16/03/2026 at 2:30 PM) QID: 44365 

             

Will the Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to 

state whether it is fact that generally there is always difference in 

the prices of LPG fixed /announced by OGRA and those being 

charged by the dealers in Islamabad, if so, then please state the 

details, reasons for taking no action? 

 

 Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division: It is apprised that 

OGRA in pursuance of the Rule 18(3) of LPG Rules 2001 determines and 

notifies price of LPG and enforces the same with the help of local 

administration, who have been authorized under section 29 of OGRA 

Ordinance 2002 to take action against overpricing of LPG. 

 

 In addition to above and keeping in view complaints/reports of 

price hike/overcharging of LPG, Provincial Governments, through their 

respective Chief Secretaries, time and again are requested to monitor and 

ensure that the notified LPG prices are being implemented at the LPG 

Storage & Filling Plants and at the LPG Distributors premises and to 

initiate action against profiteers under the above-stated LPG Rules, 2001, 

Petroleum Products (Petroleum levy) Ordinance, 1961, Price Control and 

Prevention of Profiteering and Hoarding Act 1977, PPC and any other 

applicable laws in the best interest of the general public. 

 

*Question No. 13 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan:  

(Notice Received on 26/03/2026 at 10:29 AM) QID: 44389 

         

Will the Minister for Information Technology and 

Telecommunications be pleased to stat: 

 

(a)    the details of the Quality of mobile and internet service in 

districts of Dir Upper, Lower and other districts of Malakand 

Division; and 

 

(b)   the steps taken by the Government for it’s improvements and 

action taken against the responsible companies on their poor 

quality of service during the last 3 years? 
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 Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja:  
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*Question No. 14 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan:  

(Notice Received on 2/04/2026 at 1:18 PM) QID: 44317 
 

Will the Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to 

state the details of the audit objections/amount against the 

Pakistan Cricket Board and the action taken against the higher 

responsible functionaries on their negligence/ involvement during 

the last 3 years along with pending Paras and amount therein? 
 

 Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division: 
 

 
 

 With reference to the Federal Audit Report FY 2022-23, PCB has 

reported that in compliance with PAC Sub Committee Directives during 

its meeting held on 2nd July, 2025, the requisite record pertaining to 

remaining 23 audit paras was furnished to the office of DG, Federal Audit 

on 3rd December, 2025. 
 

 PCB administration has pledged vigorous efforts for resolving the 

audit paras through the procedure prescribed. 
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 ISLAMABAD,                  SYED HASNAIN HAIDER, 

 the 6th May, 2026            Secretary. 

 
 

 
PCPPI— 497(2026) Senate—06-05-2026 —220. 



1 

(361st Session) 

 

SENATE SECRETARIAT 

 

———— 

 
“UN-STARRED QUESTIONS AND THEIR REPLIES” 

 

For Thursday, the 7th May, 2026 

 
Question No. 1 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan:  

(Notice Received on 16/03/2026 at 2:35 PM) QID: 44370 

           

Will the Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to 

state: 

 

(a) the names, designations, CNIC number, age, pay and 

allowances of the officials/ persons accompanying the Cricket 

Team to the current ICC T 20 World Cup 2026 Tournament; 

and  

 

(b) the names, designations, pay and allowances of the Members 

of Selection Board? 

 

 Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division: (a) & (b) According 

to Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB), the information sought vide parts (a) and 

(b) of the subject question including CNIC numbers, age, and detailed pay 

and allowances of players and officials, fall within the category of 

sensitive personal and confidential information disclosure of which 

pertains to the privacy and security of individuals associated with the 

Board that may cause unnecessary hype and attention. 

 

 In view of the foregoing, the PCB has requested that the requisite 

information can be shared through an in-camera briefing before the 

Honorable forum, if so desired. 
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Question No. 2 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan:  

(Notice Received on 18/03/2026 at 2:21 PM) QID: 44315 

           

Will the Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to 

state the assets Declaration of the SAPM and Advisors to PM 

during the last 2 years? 

 

 Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division: Asset declarations of 

the following Advisors and Special Assistants to the Prime Minister are 

available with the Cabinet Division: 

 

Advisers: 

 

 (1) Rana Sana Ullah Khan 

 

 (2) Mr. Muhammad Ali 

 

 (3) Mr. Pervez Khattak 

 

Special Assistants to the Prime Minister: 

 

 (1) Syed Tariq Fatemi 

 

 (2) Ambassador (retd) Muhammad Sadiq 

 

 (3) Mr. Tariq Bajwa 

 

 (4) Mr. Huzaifa Rehman 

 

 (5) Mr. Mubarak Zeb 

 

 (6) Mr. Talha Burki 

 

 (7) Mr. Fahd Haroon 

 

Question No. 3 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan:  

(Notice Received on 1/04/2026 at 1:15 PM) QID: 44316 

           

Will the Minister Incharge of the Establishment Division be 

pleased to state the details of the copies of the Assets Declarations 
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of the Grade 20 PAS officers posted in Punjab during the last 4 

years? 

 

 Mr. Ahad Khan Cheema: “It is submitted that Asset Declarations 

are required to be submitted under relevant provisions of the Government 

Servants (Conduct) Rules, 1964. The Personal data of the officers is 

protected under Section 7(g) of the Right to Information Act, 2017. 

Currently, the Government Servants (Conduct) Rules, 1964 are under 

revision for strengthening the Asset Declaration regime and for specifying 

the modalities for digital filing and public disclosure, giving due regard to 

the balance between public interest for good governance and an 

individual’s privacy and security. 

 

 As of today, 54 officers of PAS/BS-20 are posted in Punjab for the 

last four years. Out of them, 18 officers have submitted their complete 

declaration of assets.” 

 

 

 

       ISLAMABAD, SYED HASNAIN HAIDER, 

 the 6th May, 2026 Secretary. 
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