(361st Session)

SENATE SECRETARIAT

“QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS AND THEIR REPLIES”

to be asked at a sitting of the Senate to be held on
Friday, the 15th May, 2026

*Question No. 49 Senator Dr. Zarqa Suharwardy Taimur:
(Notice Received on 9/03/2026 at 11:16 AM) QID: 44329

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training
be pleased to state.-

(a) The names of public sector universities in the country
currently functioning without regular/permanent Rectors or
Vice Chancellors, indicating also the period since which these
posts are lying vacant; and

(b) the reasons for the delay in appointing regular Rectors /
Vice Chancellors in the said universities and the time for
filling these positions?

Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui: (a) A total of twenty-three (23)
public sector universities, out of one hundred and sixty-three (163) public
sector universities in the country, are currently functioning without
regular/permanent Vice Chancellors/Rectors. A consolidated list
indicating the names of these universities along with the duration of
vacancy/acting charge is placed at Annex-A.

(b) The appointment of Vice Chancellors/Rectors falls within the
domain of the respective Federal and Provincial Governments, in
accordance with the relevant Acts/Statutes of the universities. Delays in
such appointments are generally attributable to procedural requirements,
including constitution of Search Committees, scrutiny and evaluation of
candidates, and completion of approval processes by the competent
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authorities. Timelines for filling these positions are determined by the
respective Governments in accordance with their prescribed procedures.
However, the Higher Education Commission (HEC), in its regulatory
capacity, regularly sensitizes the concerned Federal and Provincial
Governments regarding such vacancies and emphasizes the need for
timely appointments to ensure effective governance and continuity in
higher education institutions.















*Question No. 50 Senator Dr. Zarqa Suharwardy Taimur:
(Notice Received on 9/03/2026 at 11:16 AM) QID: 44330

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training
be pleased to state:

(a) Whether the curriculum of Pakistan Studies/History taught in
schools across the provinces is synchronized and uniform at
the national level, or whether each province follows its own
curriculum; and

(b) If different curricula exist, the steps being taken to ensure
national uniformity in these subjects?
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Dr. Khalid Magbool Siddiqui:

*Question No. 51 Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri:
(Notice Received on 10/03/2026 at 10:13 AM) QID: 44340

Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state:

(a) total M-Tag lanes on motorways at present along with name
of each Motorway,

(b) total amount of revenue collected by National Highway
Authority from these lanes during last two years;

(c) the mode of utilization of the said revenue generated through
M-Tag at present; and

(d) the criteria and mechanism through which M-Tag fees is
prescribed?



Mr. Abdul Aleem Khan:
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*Question No. 52 Senator Dr. Zarqa Suharwardy Taimur:
(Notice Received on 10/03/2026 at 11:38 AM) QID: 44341

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training
be pleased to state the current number and status of empty

Pakistan chairs in UK, Europe and any other country?

Dr. Khalid Maqgbool Siddiqui:
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*Question No. 53 Senator Jan Muhammad:
(Notice Received on 11/03/2026 at 10:51 AM) QID: 44253

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training
be please to state:

(@)

()

the total number of private educational institutions registered
with the Private Educational Institutions Regulatory Authority
(PEIRA) in the Islamabad Capital Territory, along with the
names and complete addresses of all such institutions;

the total enrolled strength of each registered private
educational institution in the Islamabad Capital Territory for
the academic year 2025-26, and the details of students
admitted free of cost in each institution under the 10% quota
as mandated by the section 10 of the Right to Free and
Compulsory Education Act, 2012, and
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(c) the measures taken by the Ministry of Federal Education and
Professional Training to ensure effective implementation and
monitoring of the mandatory 10% free education provision in
private educational institutions in the Federal Capital, and
the details of action taken or proposed to be taken against
institutions found to be in violation of the said Act?

Dr. Khalid Magbool Siddiqui:

(Annexures have been placed in Library and on the Table of the
mover/concerned member.)
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*Question No. 54 Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood:
(Notice Received on 16/03/2026 at 1:37 PM) QID: 44225

Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state:-

(a) whether it is a fact that the offices of Post Olffice in Chitral
were provided some funds for making heating arrangements
therein which has been discontinued from the last year, if so,
its reasons, and

(b) the time by which the said funds/facility will be restored?
Mr. Abdul Aleem Khan:

*Question No. 55 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan:
(Notice Received on 16/03/2026 at 2:29 PM) QID: 44364

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) the names and designation of the officers / officials of
Passport and Immigration Directorate working in Pakistan
Embassy and Consulates in USA at present; and

(b) the names and designations of the said officials whose cases
for hiring of residences have been approved during the
current year indicating also the details of those whose cases
for hiring are still pending with date of applications and
reasons for delay in finalization of their cases?



14

Mr. Mohammad Ishaq Dar:

*Question No. 56 Senator Jan Muhammad:
(Notice Received on 18/03/2026 at 10:44 AM) QID: 44305

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination be pleased to state that:

(a) whether it is a fact that under the Prime Minister’s Scholarship
Scheme for Balochistan & FATA (Phase-Ill), administered by the
Higher Education Commission of Pakistan, 333 MBBS/BDS seats
are reserved on merit basis for students of Balochistan and
erstwhile FATA, if so, the details thereof;

(b) whether it is also a fact that the University of Health Sciences
(UHS), Lahore, finalized admissions and allocated 76 seats under
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the said quota by their own without issuance of the official
placement / merit list by HEC; if so, under what authority and
policy provision, and

(c) whether the Government has taken cognizance of the alleged
violation of HEC policy; if so, the steps taken or being taken
to ensure allocation of all seats strictly on merit through HEC
and to safeguard the rights of deserving students?

Syed Mustafa Kamal:
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*Question No. 57 Senator Jan Muhammad:
(Notice Received on 18/03/2026 at 10:45 AM) QID: 44109

Will the Minister for Maritime Affairs be pleased to state:

(@)

(b)

whether the Council of Common Interests (CCI), in its
meeting held on 29th May, 2014, unanimously decided to
amend the Gwadar Port Authority Act in order to provide
50% representation to the Government of Balochistan on the
Board of the Gwadar Port Authority (GPA), and to appoint
the Chairman of the Board from among the nominees of the
Chief Minister of Balochistan;

whether this decision has been implemented in letter and
spirit, and if not, the reasons for the delay or failure in its
implementation,; and
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(c) the steps so far taken by the Federal Government to give
effect to the said decision, the present status of any
amendments to the Gwadar Port Authority Act, and the
timeline within which the Government intends to fully
implement the CCI decision to ensure meaningful
representation of Balochistan in the governance of Gwadar
Port?

Mr. Muhammad Junaid Anwar:

*Question No. 58 Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood:
(Notice Received on 24/03/2026 at 8:52 AM) QID: 44207

Will the Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource
Development be pleased to state:-

(a) the estimated number of unemployed and under employed
persons in the country at present; and
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(b) the steps being taken by the Government to create new job
opportunities in the country and abroad?

Chaudhry Salik Hussain:
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*Question No. 59 Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood:
(Notice Received on 24/03/2026 at 8:53 AM) QID: 44209

Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research be
pleased to state:-

(a) whether it is a fact that the Government has been providing
subsidy on wheat/flour for the residents of Gilgit-Baltistan
and Chitral;

(b) whether it is also a fact that the said facility has been
discontinued for the residents of Chitral, if so, its reasons;
and

(c) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the
Government to restore that subsidy for the people of Chitral,
if so, when?

Rana Tanveer Hussain:

*Question No. 60 Senator Syed Masroor Ahsan:
(Notice Received on 26/03/2026 at 1:27 PM) QID: 44385

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training
be pleased to state the details of the financial grants extended to
Federal Urdu University of Arts, Sciences & Technology and other
universities facing financial crisis during the last 3 years?
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Dr. Khalid Magbool Siddiqui:
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*Question No. 61 Senator Syed Masroor Ahsan:
(Notice Received on 26/03/2026 at 1:27 PM) QID: 44386

Will the Minister for Communication be pleased to state the
number of registered establishment Toll Plazas currently at

National Highways in the country; indicating also the name,
location, and the date of registration/establishment of each toll

plaza?

Mr. Abdul Aleem Khan:
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*Question No. 62 Senator Palwasha Mohammad Zai Khan:
(Notice Received on 30/03/2026 at 3:19 PM) QID: 44395

Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state the
recent rehabilitation project of Murree Expressway if any.

(a) Total cost of project;

(b) book qualities details;
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(c) payments made and escalation,
(d) Details of service area:
(i) Award
(ii) Budget
Mr. Abdul Aleem Khan:

(Annexure has been placed in Library and on the Table of the
mover/concerned Member.)
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*Question No. 63 Senator Palwasha Mohammad Zai Khan:
(Notice Received on 30/03/2026 at 3:20 PM) QID: 44396

Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state details of
awarded tenders and amount spent on Murree Expressway N735 in

Last 5 years?

Mr. Abdul Aleem Khan: The details of awarded tenders and

amount on spent on Murree Expressway N-75 in last 5 years is Rs.
6,877.32 Millon. The amount is spent from NHA own revenue. Detail is

attached at Annex-A.
Annex-A
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*Question No. 64 Senator Shahadat Awan:
(Notice Received on 2/04/2026 at 9:33 AM) QID: 44411

Will the Minister for National Heritage and Culture be pleased to
State:

(a) the existing laws and legal frameworks are currently in place
for the protection and preservation of heritage sites in the
country, and

(b) the steps being taken by the Government to ensure effective
enforcement of the said laws and legal framework against
encroachments, illegal constructions, and damage to cultural
assets?

Mr. Aurangzeb Khan Khichi:
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(Annexure has been placed in Library and on the Table of the
mover/concerned Member.)

*Question No. 65 Senator Abid Sher Ali:
(Notice Received on 6/04/2026 at 11:29 AM) QID: 44414

Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state:-

(a) the revenue generated by the National Highway Authority
through the country’s, Motorway Network during the last
three fiscal years with year wise breakup, and

(b) the expenditure incurred on maintenance of the said
Motorway Network during the last three fiscal years with year
wise breakup,; and

(c) the steps taken being taken by the Government to upgrade the
existing service areas of the Motorways?



Mr. Abdul Aleem Khan:
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*Question No. 66 Senator Abid Sher Ali:
(Notice Received on 6/04/2026 at 11:30 AM) QID: 44415

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training
be pleased to state:-

(a) the salient features of the Government policy to improve
enrollment in schools for children aged 5 to 16 in Islamabad
Capital Territory; and

(b) the steps taken or being taken to improve standard of
education in the said schools?

Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui:
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*Question No. 67 Senator Anusha Rahman Ahmad Khan:
(Notice Received on 6/04/2026 at 12:49 PM) QID: 44423

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training
be pleased to state.-

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

the criteria and standard procedure adopted for issuance of
equivalence certificate and attestation / verification of
educational certificates and degrees issued by various boards,
universities, and other recognized institutions across the
country, and

what is the attestation fee charged by various departments
and the time period consumed at every step, and

what is the reason for requiring attestation from various
departments once the degree is issued by the
college/university; and

whether it is a fact that the present system of attestation and
verification of certificates and degrees from multiple
departments such as universities, HEC, and MoFA is lengthy,
costly, and causes unnecessary difficulties for students and
applicants; and

whether there is any proposal under consideration to improve
this attestation/verificalion system in order to minimize delay,
and financial burden, and inconvenience faced by the
Students?

Dr. Khalid Magbool Siddiqui:
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*Question No. 68 Senator Abid Sher Ali:
(Notice Received on 7/04/2026 at 11:24 AM) QID: 44419

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination be pleased to state:

(a) the names and locations of the hospitals functioning under the
administrative control of the Federal Government;

(b) the number of medical, paramedical and administrative staff
working in each of the said hospitals separately with
designation and grade wise breakup,; and

(c) the detail of the budget allocated and released for the said
hospitals during the current fiscal year indicating also the
mode of its utilization in each hospital separately?

Syed Mustafa Kamal:



52



53

(Annexures have been placed in Library and on the Table of the
mover/concerned Member.)

*Question No. 69 Senator Asad Qasim:
(Notice Received on 13/04/2026 at 12:03 PM) QID: 44440

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training
be pleased to state:

(a) the number of Directors and officers of equivalent or above
ranks in the Federal Directorate of Education (FDE) who
have drawn Second Shift (Evening) Allowance during the
period from July 2010 to date;
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(©)

(d)

(e)

(g

()
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the name and designation of each such officer;

the period for which Second Shift (Evening) Allowance was
drawn by each officer;

the total amount of Second Shift (Evening) Allowance paid to
each officer during the said period;

the office or institution under which each officer was posted
at the time of drawing the allowance;

the ID or IB allotted by the Finance Division under which the
allowance was drawn in each case;

the Drawing and Disbursing Officer (DDO) from whom the
payments were made; and

the specific rules approved by the Finance Division under
which Second Shift (Evening) Allowance was authorized and
paid to each officer?

Dr. Khalid Maqgbool Siddiqui:
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Annex-I
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Annex-I1



62



63

*Question No. 70 Senator Asad Qasim:
(Notice Received on 15/04/2026 at 10:11 AM) QID: 44442

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training
be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is the mandatory scholarships quota for
deserving students in Private Educational Institutions (PEls)
in Islamabad, if so, the number of students benefited from
this policy in Islamabad over the last three years;

(b) whether there is any accountability mechanism in place to
ensure that this policy is implemented in letter and spirit in
Private Educational Institutions, if so, the details thereof; and

(c) the details of institutions found violating this policy over the
last three years, and penalties imposed on them so far?
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Dr. Khalid Magbool Siddiqui:
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*Question No. 71 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan:
(Notice Received on 15/04/2026 at 1:40 PM) QID: 44451

Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state the
details of the officers of National Highway Authority currently
posted as OSDs for more than 3 months indicating also their
names, designation, grades, date and procedure of initial
appointment, date of promotion to the present grade, seniority
position, date of present posting and reasons for posting as OSD?

Mr. Abdul Aleem Khan:
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*Question No. 72 Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri:
(Notice Received on 15/04/2026 at 1:43 PM) QID: 44452

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination be pleased to state:

(@)

(b)

(©)

whether it is a fact that counterfeit, spurious, and substandard
medicines continue to be openly manufactured and sold
across Pakistan, with estimates suggesting approximately
3,000 unlicensed counterfeit medicine factories operating in
country as per reports, including those of the Ministry of
National Health Services that up to 85 percent of medicines in
circulation are either counterfeit or substandard, if so, the
details and reasons thereof;

the details of enforcement actions taken by the Drug
Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (DRAP) during the last
three years, including the number of counterfeit medicine
batches seized, factories sealed, licenses cancelled, and
prosecutions initiated,; and

whether the “National Task Force 2025 launched on 19th
May, 2025 under the chairmanship of the Federal Minister

for Health has produced measurable outcomes, if so, the
details thereof?

Syed Mustafa Kamal:
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*Question No. 73 Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri:
(Notice Received on 15/04/2026 at 1:44 PM) QID: 44453

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a DRAP mobile application
announced for public use to authenticate medicines through
OR code scanning has not yet been operationalized at scale,
and that enforcement actions of the said application thus far
remain reactive rather than preventive, adversely affecting
the poor and rural population who are disproportionately



&4

exposed to counterfeit drugs, if so, the deadline for full
operationalization of the said application; and

(b) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the
Government to conduct a National Medicines Quality Survey
based on risk-based random sampling methodology to
establish a credible and statistically defensible baseline of
drug quality across the country, if so, the details and timeline
thereof?

Syed Mustafa Kamal:
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*Question No. 74 Senator Anusha Rahman Ahmad Khan:
(Notice Received on 27/04/2026 at 12:11 PM) QID: 44481

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination be pleased to state:-

(a) whether it is a fact that MDCAT exams preparation is not
offered by any educational college to its students and yet its
weightage counted for admission to medical college is 55%
for MBBS; and

(b) is it true that O Level and A Level five years exams results
constitute weightage of 45% for admission to MBBS; and

(c) is it true that many questions of the MDCAT exam format/
method are not aligned with A Level exams/curriculum
methodology? and

(d) is it also true that by making such policy of lowering the
weightage of O and A Level exams results for which students
have spent five years studying in comparison to a MdCat test
for which no formal preparation is offered by educational
institutions actually puts the A Leve stream student to a
disadvantage?

Syed Mustafa Kamal:
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Annexure-I
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Annexure-I1



94



95

[SLAMABAD, SYED HASNAIN HAIDER,
the 14th May, 2026 Secretary.

PCPPI—545(2026) Senate—14-05-2026 —220.



(361st Session)

SENATE SECRETARIAT

“UN-STARRED QUESTIONS AND THEIR REPLIES”

For Friday, the 15th May, 2026

Question No. 9 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan:
(Notice Received on 16/03/2026 at 2:34 PM) QID: 44369

Will the Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource
Development be pleased to state:

(@) the details of absorption, induction etc. of the deputationist in
grade 16 and above made since 2013 in the Ministry and it’s
attached departments/ organizations; and

(b) the action taken in compliance of the directions of the
Supreme Court Judgment 2013 SCMR 17527

Chaudhry Salik Hussain: (a) Since 2013, no induction or
absorption of deputationists in Grade 16 and above were made in this
Ministry and its allied departments except Workers Welfare Fund
(WWF), where two such officers were absorbed during this period as per
following details: -

1. Syed Muhammad Nouman Shah Director (BS-19)

i.  Services of the officer were hired as Director (BS-19)
from the National Assembly of Pakistan on deputation
basis for a period of three years on 14-08-2012.

ii. He was inducted / absorbed in WWF on 17-01-2013.

2. Mr. Muhammad Zubair Malik Assistant Director (BS-17)

i.  Services of the officer were hired as Assistant Director
(BS-17) from the Overseas Employment Corporation
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(OEC), Ministry of Overseas Pakistanis and Human
Resource Development on deputation basis as for a
period of three years on 10-08-2012.

ii. He was inducted / absorbed in WWF on 13-03-2013.

(b) in compliance of the directions of the Honourable Supreme
Court of Pakistan conveyed vide judgment 2013 SCMR 1752, both the
officers were repatriated to their parent departments on 30-01-2018.

Question No. 10 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan:
(Notice Received on 18/03/2026 at 2:23 PM) QID: 44390

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training
be pleased to state:

(@) the details of the daily wages/ contract employees in the
attached departments of the Ministry since 2012; and

(b) the numbers of such employees regularized since 2012 by the
Government and

(c) whether the said contract/daily wages employees possess the
required qualifications and satisfactory performance; reasons
for non-regularization of their services?

Dr. Khalid Magbool Siddiqui: (a, b, ¢) The requisite information
regarding the following departments working as attached departments

under the Ministry of Federal Education and Professional Training is
enclosed:

i.  Federal Directorate Of Education (FDE) Annex-1.

ii. Directorate General of Special Education (DGSE)
Annex-11.

iii. Government Polytechnic Institute for Women (GPIW)
Annex-111.

iv. Pakistan Institute of Education (PIE) Annex-1V.












Question No. 11 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan:
(Notice Received on 1/04/2026 at 1:14 PM) QID: 44401

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training
be pleased to state:

(@) the number of students appeared in the examinations of the
FBISE during last three years;

(b) the amounts deposited on account of admission fee; and

(c) the details of exemptions granted to the deserving students
during the last 3 years; and reasons for granting no
exemptions in deserving cases in admission fee?
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Dr. Khalid Magbool Siddiqui:

Question No. 12 Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan:
(Notice Received on 13/04/2026 at 2:26 PM) QID: 44441

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training
be pleased to refer to starred Question No 15 D replied on 30/9/25
and to state:
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(a) the details of the Registration of the visiting faculties in their
relevant organizations i.e. PMDC, District Bar, NCEAC/NTC
etc. and reasons for non-Registration; and

(b) abbreviations of SPIR, QASM, TIAC etc. mentioned in the
Annexure?

Dr. Khalid Magbool Siddiqui: (a) The National Computing
Education Accreditation Council (NCEAC) and the National Technology
Council (NTC) are constituent bodies of the Higher Education
Commission (HEC) responsible for accreditation of computing and
engineering technology programs in Pakistan, respectively.

NCEAC does not directly register faculty members, including
visiting faculty. It only collects and verifies faculty data, including visiting
faculty, when Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) apply for accreditation
of their computing programs.

Similarly, NTC also does not register university faculty members,
including visiting faculty. Such matters fall under the administrative
responsibility of the respective universities. However, NTC’s accreditation
policy permits universities to engage visiting faculty up to a maximum of
20% of the total dedicated faculty strength to ensure academic quality and
stability.

(b) The abbreviations mentioned in Annexure of reply
submitted by Quaid e Azam University Islamabad are used for the names
of their departments. The full forms are as follows:

SPIR = School of Politics & International Relations.
QASM = Quaid e Azam School of Management Sciences.
TIAC = Taxila Institute of Archeology & Civilization.

ISLAMABAD, SYED HASNAIN HAIDER,
the 14th May, 2026 Secretary.

PCPPI—545(2026) Senate—14-05-2026 —220.



