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(363rd Session) 

 

SENATE SECRETARIAT 

 

———— 

 
 

“QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS AND THEIR REPLIES” 

 
to be asked at a sitting of the Senate to be held on 

 

Friday, the 21st August, 2026 

        

DEFERRED QUESTIONS 

 

[Questions No. 5, 6, 8, 12 and 10] 

were deferred on 7th May, 2026 (361st Session) 

 

*(Def.) Question No. 5 Senator Anusha Rahman Ahmad Khan: 

 (Notice Received on 10/03/2026 at 11:29 AM) QID: 43805 

          

Will the Minister for Information Technology and Telecommunications 

be pleased to state:- 

 

(a) when was the current President/CEO of Telecom Foundation 

appointed, his term of contract and his salary package; and 

 

(b) when were the salaries of all employees of Telecom 

Foundation last revised? 

  

 Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja: (a) The current President & CEO 

was appointed on 19th July 2019, and his contract tem will expire on 18th 

July 2028. His current salary package includes the provision of a 1800cc 

car with driver and 500 liters of petrol per month. He presently draws a net 

monthly salary of Rs. 1,006,790/-. In addition, he is entitled to two gross 

salaries per annum as medical allowance, a mobile phone ceiling of Rs. 

5,000/-and reimbursement of residential landline expenses at actuals. 

 

 (b) This is to inform that the salaries of Telecom Foundation 

employees were revised in October, 2022, after a lapse of seven years 

since the last revision in 2015 During the period 2015 to 2022, the 
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Government revised the Basic Pay Scales three time effectively from July 

2015, July 2017 and July 2022, respectively. 

 

*(Def.) Question No. 6 Senator Anusha Rahman Ahmad Khan: 

 (Notice Received on 10/03/2026 at 11:30 AM) QID: 43308 

 

Will the Minister for Information Technology and Telecommunication 

be pleased to state the present status of Broadband connectivity 

proposed to be provided through satellites? 

 

 Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja: The Minister for Information 

Technology and Telecommunications is pleased to submit that broadband 

connectivity through satellite is a key component of Pakistan’s digital 

strategy, enabling reliable high-speed internet in remote and underserved 

areas, while supporting telecom backhaul, improving network resilience, 

and advancing digital inclusion. 

 

 Satellite communications in Pakistan are governed under the 

National Space Policy, under which the Pakistan Space Activities 

Regulatory Board (PSARB) is mandated to develop the regulatory 

framework for satellite systems, while the Pakistan Telecommunication 

Authority (PTA) is responsible for licensing telecommunication services. 

In this regard, a comprehensive regulatory regime is currently in advanced 

stages of finalization. The draft Satellite Communications Regulations, 

including provisions for NGSO/LEO systems, have been prepared by 

PSARB and are undergoing final consultations, while PTA has developed 

the Fixed Satellite Services (FSS) licensing framework, which is at an 

advanced stage and expected to be presented before the Federal Cabinet 

shortly. 

 

 The proposed regulatory framework aligns with international best 

practices and provides a transparent, technology-neutral, and investment-

friendly environment for both GSO and LEO/NGSO operators, while 

ensuring compliance with national spectrum management and security 

requirements. The FSS licensing framework will enable satellite 

broadband, backhaul, bandwidth provision, and corporate data services, 

thereby supporting a comprehensive satellite-enabled connectivity 

ecosystem. 

 

 It is further submitted that several leading global satellite 

operators, including SpaceX (Starlink), OneWeb, Shanghai Spacecom 
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Satellite Technology, and Sateliot, have shown interest in entering the 

Pakistani market. Starlink has already registered with SECP, while other 

operators have been advised to initiate SECP registration prior to PSARB 

registration. PSARB is actively engaged with the Frequency Allocation 

Board (FAB) and PTA to ensure alignment of spectrum allocation and 

licensing processes. 

 

*(Def.) Question No. 8 Senator Anusha Rahman Ahmad Khan: 

 (Notice Received on 11/03/2026 at 10:36 AM) QID: 43491 

         

Will the Minister for Information Technology and Telecommunications 

be pleased to state:- 

 

(a) the overall capex of the telecom operators in the country 

during the last three years with particular reference to 

improve their infrastructure and ensure quality of service; 

 

(b) the details and outcome of surveys of quality of service of 

telecom companies / operators during the said period; and 

 

(c) the steps taken / being taken by the Government to ensure 

quality of service by those companies / operators? 

 

 Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja: (a) Capex of all telecom operators 

for the last three years is attached as Annex A and B. 

 

 (b) A total of 379 surveys have been conducted during the last 3 

years, including 243 quarterly planned the details are provided below; 
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 (c) Steps taken by the government to ensure quality of service 

include enforcement of license obligations, QoS surveys, penalties for 

non-compliance, network expansion, implementation of advance 

technologies, infrastructure sharing, national roaming, and use of 

crowdsource as summarized below; 

 

• Over the past five years, 39 Show Cause Notices were issued, 

resulting in penalties totaling 68.9 million PKR. 

 

 
 

 *32.05 Million as BG in IHC 

 

 Measures being taken by PTA for improvement of service quality 

and connectivity nationwide include: 
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 In conclusion, PTA is always diligently working to comply with 

the directive of the Senate Standing Committee by adopting a multifaceted 

approach to enhance telephone and internet services nationwide. While 

progress is being made, challenges such as security concerns, inflation, 

power outages, theft, and network closures may affect the pace of projects. 

PTA remains committed to continuous monitoring and targeted 

interventions, with active support from CMOs, and POCs may be 

nominated for identification and timely rectification of specific issues. 



6 



7 

 
 

*(Def.) Question No. 12 Senator Jan Muhammad: 

 (Notice Received on 18/03/2026 at 10:42 AM) QID: 44057 

         

Will the Minister Incharge of the Special Investment Facilitation 

Council (SIFC) be pleased to state: 

 

(a) the total amount of foreign direct investment (FDI) received 

in Pakistan since the establishment of the SIFC, along with 

details of foreign and local companies whose investment 

proposals were processed by SIFC, indicating the amount of 
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investment actually materialised from each and the amount 

still under negotiation or at the MoU / LoI stage; and 

 

(b) whether any of the negotiated or approved investments have 

been delayed or cancelled during this period and, if so, the 

reasons therefor? 

 

 Minister Incharge of the Special Investment Facilitation 

Council (SIFC): (a) The Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) 

was established on 20th June 2023 as a whole-of-government facilitation 

platform to improve investor confidence, resolve inter-agency bottlenecks 

and fast-track investment proposals. Since its establishment, Pakistan has 

received approximately US$ 6.24 billion net FDI from FY24 to July-April 

FY26, while gross FDI inflows during the same period stood at 

approximately US$ 10.41 billion, as per State Bank of Pakistan data. 

 

Period 

 

Net FDI 

 

Gross FDI Inflow 

FY-24 US$ 2.347 bn 

 

US$ 3.166 bn 

 

FY-25 US$ 2.477 bn 

 

US$ 4.268 bn 

 

FY-Apr FY26 

 

US$ 1.410 bn 

 

US$ 2.978 bn 

 

Total 

 

US$ 6.235 bn 

 

US$ 10.412 bn 

 

 

 SIFC has processed and facilitated investment proposals across 

priority sectors including mines & minerals, energy, agriculture, IT & 

telecom, infrastructure, industry, financial services and privatization-

linked opportunities. These include both foreign investors and local 

sponsors/partners. However, company-wise disclosure of proposals at 

MoU, Letter of Intent, negotiation, due diligence, financing closure or 

regulatory approval stage involves commercially sensitive information, 

investor confidentiality, and ongoing inter-governmental / private-sector 

negotiations. 

 

 Actual materialized FDI is reflected in SBP’s statistics attached at 

Annex-I, whereas proposals under negotiation or MoU/Lol stage remain 

contingent upon completion of due diligence, regulatory approvals, 
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financial close, land/utility arrangements and corporate investment 

decisions. The achievements of SIFC are attached at Annex-II. 

 

 (b) While a number of investment proposals facilitated through 

SIFC have progressed successfully toward implementation, certain 

projects and negotiations have experienced delays, restructuring, 

deferment or. in limited cases, non-materialization. Such developments are 

not uncommon in large-scale domestic and foreign investment processes 

and generally arise due to commercial, regulatory. technical or global 

market considerations rather than any policy reversal by the Government. 

 

 The principal factors contributing to delays or deferment include 

changes in global economic and financial conditions, fluctuations in 

commodity and energy markets, financing and financial close 

requirements, land acquisition and utility connectivity issues, evolving 

business viability assessments by investors, and compliance with 

applicable regulatory and legal frameworks. In some cases, investors 

opted to re-evaluate timelines or investment scale in light of international 

market conditions and geopolitical developments. 

 

 It is pertinent to mention that SIFC continues to actively engage 

with relevant Federal and Provincial stakeholders to resolve bottlenecks, 

facilitate approvals, improve coordination, and provide an enabling 

investment environment aimed at maximizing conversion of proposals into 

actualized investments. 
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@*(Def.) Question No. 10 Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri:  

 (Notice Received on 7/04/2026 at 3:47 PM) QID: 44424 
         

Will the Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination be pleased to state: 
 

(a) the amount of funds collected by the federal and provincial 

governments from the auction of Convention on International 

Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 

(CITES) permits for Markhor and Ibex hunting for the fiscal 

years 2023-24 and 2024-25; 
 

(b) whether there is any central audit mechanism in place to 

verify that the 80% share allocated to local communities is 

actually utilized for conservation and community 

development, if so, the details thereof; and 
 

(c) the amount / percentage of the government’s share of these 

funds specifically allocated for ex-situ conservation (captive 

breeding centers) and habitat protection for the Astore and 

Kashmir Markhor subspecies during the last three years? 

___________________________________________________________ 

@ Transferred from Ministry of Finance and Revenue. 



17 

 Mr. Musadik Masood Malik: (a) The Federal Government does 

not collect any revenue from the trophy hunting programme. Under the 

approved trophy hunting policy, 80% of the revenue generated is allocated 

to the local communities, while the remaining 20% is retained by the 

respective Provincial Wildlife Departments. 

 

 The revenue generated during the fiscal years 2023-24 and  

2024-25 is as follows: 

 

 
 

 (b) There is no central audit mechanism at the Federal 

Government level to verify the utilization of the 80% share allocated to 

local communities. The disbursement and utilization of these funds are 

administered by the respective Provincial Wildlife Departments in 

accordance with the applicable provincial trophy hunting policies and 

relevant laws. 

 

 (c) The Government’s share of the funds allocated for ex-situ 

conservation (captive breeding center) and habitat protection of the Astore 

and Kashmir Markhor subspecies is administered by the respective 

Provincial Wildlife Departments in accordance with the applicable 

provincial trophy hunting policies and relevant legal framework. 
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*Question No. 20 Senator Asad Qasim:  

(Notice Received on 24/06/2026 at 12:13 PM) QID: 44300 

           

Will the Minister Incharge of the Establishment Division be 

pleased to state: 

 

(a) to briefly outline the induction policy for provincial officers 

into the Federal Government; and 

 

(b) to provide, for the last five years, a year-wise and province-

wise breakdown of officers inducted into the Federal Service 

through the Federal Government’s induction policy, along 

with the sanctioned quota allocated to each province? 

 

 Mr. Ahad Khan Cheema: (a) In order to fulfil the demands of 

PCS/PMS officers and to provide them an avenue for induction in 

Pakistan Administrative Service, the Civil Service of Pakistan 

(Composition and Cadre) Rules, 1954 have been amended in consultation 

with the provinces and induction of PMS/PCS officers is being made in 

light of rule 7(2) of the Rules ibid through FPSC. The Rule ibid is 

reproduced hereunder: 

 

 “7 (2) The officers of provincial management services or 

provincial civil services, i.e. executive and secretariat services, of the 

Provinces, Azad Jammu and Kashmir management group and secretariat 

group and district management service and office management service of 

Gilgit-Baltistan, recruited directly in BPS-17 through respective public 

service commission having minimum of 12 years’ service in BPS-17 and 

above who held a cadre post for a period of 5 years and presently holding 

post in BPS-19 in the respective service on regular basis shall be eligible 

for appointment in the Service in BPS19 on recommendations of the 

Federal Public Service Commission in the prescribed manner: 
 

 Provided that the appointments under this sub-rule shall not exceed 

30% of the apportioned share of the Service in Federal sub-cadre in  

BPS-19 and above.” 
 

 Federal Public Service Commission vide SRO No. 274(I)/2021 

dated 23-02-2021 issued the PMS / PCS Induction into Pakistan 

Administrative Service Rules, 2020. 

 

 (b) The requisite information is at Annex-I. 
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*Question No. 21 Senator Shahadat Awan:  

(Notice Received on 30/06/2026 at 11:23 AM) QID: 44785 

 

Will the Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination be pleased to state the area of the Botanical Garden, 

Islamabad, indicating also the date when the boundary pillars and 

iron fencing/welding bars around the said area were 

constructed/installed and the expenditure incurred thereon? 

 

 Mr. Musadik Masood Malik:  The area of Botanical Garden is 

725Acre, the construction of the boundary wall; pillars and grills were 

started in January-2018 and completed in June-2019. the total expenditure 

was incurred 103.494 million rupees. 

 

*Question No. 22 Senator Shahadat Awan:  

(Notice Received on 30/06/2026 at 11:24 AM) QID: 44784 

         

Will the Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination be pleased to state whether it is a fact that a number 

of iron bars/fencing panels installed in the Botanical Garden, 

Islamabad between the boundary pillars have been stolen, 

removed or damaged, if so, the details of security arrangements for 

the protection of the said government property indicating also the 

action taken against the person responsible for the said damage 

and the officials found negligent? 

 

 Mr. Musadik Masood Malik:  It is submitted that the boundary 

wall of the National Zoo-Cum-Botanical Garden (NZCBG), Banni Gala, 

Islamabad, comprising boundary pillars, masonry work and iron 

grills/fencing panels, was completed on 30 June 2019. Since its 
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completion, various portions of the boundary wall, including iron 

grills/fencing panels and pillars, have been damaged or washed away at 

different locations mainly due to heavy monsoon rains, land sliding, 

natural erosion and unauthorized human/livestock trespassing. In addition, 

some iron grills/fencing panels were stolen by unknown persons. The 

matter was immediately reported to the concerned Police Station and 

FIRs/complaints were lodged accordingly. Two cases are under legal 

proceedings before the honorable court. 

 

 It is also pertinent to mentioned here that 7 complaints were 

reported and two FIRs were lodged regarding damage/removal of iron 

grills of ZCBG. Both FIRs are still pending before the Police Station 

concerned and no final outcome has been reported while the reported 

complaints were resolved by the Police through mutual understanding, and 

the grills were re-installed by the Police. 

 

 Moreover, a total of 12 civil suits filed during the period from 

2005 2018 were clubbed and settled pursuant to the Suo-Moto of the 

Hon’ble Supreme Court of Pakistan. However, two court cases are still 

pending before the Supreme Court of Pakistan. 

 

 The land measuring approximately 725 acres was allotted by CDA 

to ZSP for establishment of the Zoo-Cum-Botanical Garden and was re-

demarcated by the Survey of Pakistan. Following encroachments, joint 

anti-encroachment operations were carried out by the ICT Administration, 

CDA and ZSP pursuant to the directions of the Hon’ble Supreme Court of 

Pakistan in HRC No. 6465/2017, resulting in retrieval of the encroached 

state land. The retrieved land is presently in the possession of ZSP. 

 

 As regards security arrangements, there is presently no sanctioned 

Watch & Ward staff for the approximately 14-kilometre-long boundary 

wall of ZCBG. ZSP had submitted PC-IV after completion of the 

boundary wall, requesting creation of 15 Security Guard posts and 02 Area 

Supervisor posts for effective protection and surveillance of the 

Government land and boundary wall. However, the proposal could not be 

approved. In the absence of dedicated security staff, ZSP has been 

deputing its available clerical and Class-IV/field staff for watch and ward 

duties, in addition to their regular assignments. 

 

 An assessment of the damaged/missing boundary grills, pillars and 

portions of the base wall was also carried out by the Ministry of Climate 



22 

Change & Environmental Coordination. The assessment attributed the 

damage mainly to heavy rains, rainwater flow, land sliding, natural 

erosion, unauthorized trespassing and theft. Damaged pillars recovered 

from different locations have been collected and are being repaired 

/reinstalled, subject to availability of resources. 

 

 No official has so far been established as negligent in the matter. 

The available staff have been performing watch and ward duties within the 

limited human resources available to the Department. Legal action was 

promptly initiated in cases of theft by unknown persons. 

 

 It is further submitted that Rs. 800 million has been allocated under 

the Up-scaling Green Pakistan Programme for development of the 

National Botanical Garden. A consultant has prepared the Master Plan, 

detailed designs/drawings, Management Plan, Business Plan and PC-I for 

Phase-I, which is under process for endorsement by the Planning Division. 

Tender documents have also been finalized. Upon approval of the PC-I 

and creation of the requisite posts, dedicated Watch & Ward staff will be 

hired for effective surveillance and security of the boundary wall of 

ZCBG. 

 

 Copies of relevant FIRs, details of ZSP staff deputed for watch and 

ward duties, assessment report and photographs of damaged/missing grills 

and boundary structures are enclosed for reference, if needed. 

 

 1. Brief on reply of Starred Question No.8 at Annex-I. 

 

 2. Damaged Assessment Report at Annex-II. 

 

 3. Pictures of iron grills at Annex-III. 

 

 4. Submitted PUC-IV at Annex-IV. 

 

5. Office orders of Class-IV employees deputed for Watch & 

Ward of ZCBG at Annex-V. 

 

 6. FIR’s complaints regarding stolen iron grills at Annex-VI. 

 

(Annexures have been placed in Library and on the Table of the 

mover/concerned member). 
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*Question No. 23 Senator Shahadat Awan:  

(Notice Received on 1/07/2026 at 10:31 AM) QID: 44651 

         

Will the Minister Incharge of the Establishment Division be 

pleased to state the employment quota for disabled persons in the 

each Ministry also indicating the number of posts earmarked for 

such persons with Ministry wise break-up along with the period 

since when such posts are lying vacant? 

 

 Mr. Ahad Khan Cheema: The Federal Government has reserved 

a 2% employment quota for Persons with Disabilities (Annex-I). The 

ICT Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2020, promulgated on  

23-09-2020, provides that the prescribed quota shall be maintained on the 

overall sanctioned strength of an organization, rather than against each 

Basic Pay Scale (BPS). In pursuance of the provisions of the Act and the 

directions of the Prime Minister, the Establishment Division issued 

uniform instructions to all Ministries/Divisions on 18-06-2021 (Annex-II). 

 

 The current working strength of employees with disabilities, along 

with the total sanctioned strength of Ministries/Divisions, their attached 

departments, and autonomous bodies/corporations under their 

administrative control, is placed at Annex-III & Annex-IV, respectively. 

 

 Furthermore, letter has been issued to all Ministries/ Divisions on 

21-07-2026 requesting them to furnish updated information regarding 

vacant posts falling under the prescribed 2% employment quota for Person 

with Disabilities. Annex-V. 

 

(Annexures have been placed in Library and on the Table of the 

mover/concerned member). 

 

*Question No. 25 Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood:  

(Notice Received on 3/07/2026 at 9:51 AM) QID: 44818 

         

Will the Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to 

state: 

 

(a) the details of payments being made to the players of Pakistan 

cricket team as monthly salary, match fees, bonuses, rewards 

etc.; and  
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(b) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the 

Government to increase the said payments, if so, its details? 

 

 Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division: (a) Factoring in the 

privacy & security of its individuals, Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) has 

classified the requisite particulars within the category of sensitive 

personal and confidential information which can be shared through in 

camera briefing if so desired. 

 

 (b) Since the PCB is autonomous body governed through its 

board, the emoluments of the individuals are decided by the PCB itself 

sans concurrence by the government. PCB has expressed its commitment 

of being mindful of its obligation to ensure transparency and 

accountability. 

 

*Question No. 26 Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood:  

(Notice Received on 3/07/2026 at 9:51 AM) QID: 44819 

         

Will the Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to 

state: 

 

(a) the salient reasons for poor performance of Pakistan cricket 

team in the T-20 world cup 2026; and 

 

(b) the steps taken by the Government to improve performance of 

Pakistan cricket team in future? 

 

 Minister Incharge of the Cabinet Division: (a) According to 

Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) following key factors contributed to below 

par performance:- 

 

(a) Harsh Weather Conditions: England’s cold and windy 

climate was in stark contrast to Pakistan’s playing 

environment, adaptability and performance; affecting 

 

(b) Mindset & Intent Transition: The team is still in the process 

of evolving its approach to meet modern T20 demands. While 

efforts were made, execution fell short in this tournament; 

 

(c) Batting Limitations: Failure to bat the full 20 overs and 

inconsistent middle-order contributions led to fragile totals; 
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(d) Boundary & Death Overs Struggles: Difficulty in rotating 

strike and accelerating in the final overs reduced scoring 

potential; 

 

(e) Execution against Stronger Opposition: Sustaining pressure 

against top teams remained a challenge. 

 

 (b) Since the PCB is autonomous body governed through its 

board, its operational strategy is decided by the PCB itself sans 

government’s intervention. According to PCB, salient features of its 

initiatives for encouragement and support of Women’s Cricket are as 

follows: 

 

Dedicated Budget Allocation: PCB is annually investing a 

substantial budget for the promotion and development of women’s 

cricket at both domestic and international levels. 

 

High-Performance Centre: The Karachi High-Performance 

Centre has been allocated exclusively for women’s cricket, 

providing vital Infrastructure for domestic events and matches. 

 

Functional Academies: Five academies are fully operational 

across the country, offering year-round coaching and training 

under professional coaches, thereby nurturing young talent. 

 

Competitive Domestic Events: Domestic structures have been 

redesigned to be more competitive, preparing players effectively 

for international challenges. 

 

International Exposure: PCB has arranged 3-4 international tours 

annually, which have significantly improved team performance 

and enhanced international rankings. 

 

Focus on U-19/Emerging Players: Special emphasis is placed on 

U-19 and Emerging players, with 2-3 International tours organized 

annually to provide exposure and prepare them for future 

International events. 

 

Contracts & Match Fees: Central and domestic contracts, along 

with match fees, are being provided to ensure players are self-

sufficient and motivated. 
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*Question No. 29 Senator Kamran Murtaza:  

(Notice Received on 6/07/2026 at 4:13 PM) QID: 44834 

         

Will the Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety be 

pleased to state: 

 

(a) whether it is a fact that there is no office of Benazir Income 

Support Programme (BISP) in Tehsil Darband, District 

Mansehra and poor and marginalized segments of the 

population are required to travel to the distant Tehsil Oghi or 

the main office at District Mansehra to resolve their issues, if 

so, the reasons thereof; and 

 

(b) the time by which a BISP office will be established in the said 

Tehsil Darband? 

 

 Syed Imran Ahmad Shah: (a) BISP has established its Regional, 

Divisional, and Tehsil Offices at all provincial headquarters to provide 

services at the grassroots level, in accordance with the SOPs for the 

establishment of BISP offices. The directives have been noted for 

compliance and the process for establishing a BISP office at Darband, 

District Mansehra, will be initiated in accordance with BISP policy. 

 

 (b) Upon approval by the Management, according to BISP policy, 

the following key steps are required for the establishment of a new office: 

 

i. Obtaining administrative approval from BISP Management. 

 

ii. Selection and hiring of suitable premises for the office. 

 

iii. Recruitment of staff to meet operational requirements. 

 

iv. Procurement of furniture, fixtures, and IT equipment to ensure 

full functionality of the office. 

 

 Among the above steps, steps i and ii have been prioritized by 

BISP. However, the recruitment of staff and procurement of office 

equipment may be delayed due to the prevailing ban under austerity 

measures. 
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*Question No. 30 Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood:  

(Notice Received on 9/07/2026 at 10:41 AM) QID: 44858 

          

Will the Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety be 

pleased to state: 

 

(a) the number of beneficiaries of Benazir Income Support 

Programme (BISP) in Kohistan; 

 

(b) the number of offices of Benazir Income Support Programme 

(BISP) in various areas of Kohistan; and 

 

(c) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the 

Government to register more eligible persons under the said 

programme from those areas, if so, when? 

 

 Syed Imran Ahmad Shah: (a) As of now, 19,710 beneficiaries are 

receiving financial assistance under the Benazir Kafaalat Programme 

(Unconditional Cash Transfer Programme) in the Kohistan region. The 

district-wise and tehsil-wise breakup is provided below: 

 

 
 

 (b) Currently, 4x BISP offices have been established in Kohistan 

i.e. Pattan & Palas Lower Kohistan & Dassu & Kandia, Upper Kohistan 

for the facilitation of the beneficiaries. 

 

 Moreover, it is apprised that with the implementation of the 

Dynamic NSER in February 2023, BISP has transformed registration into 

a continuous and permanent process. Data collection is no longer reliant 

on periodic nationwide surveys; rather, it is updated on an ongoing basis 
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through 647 Dynamic Registration Centres (DRCS) established at the 

Tehsil level across the country, including Kohistan, district. The details of 

DRCs in District Kohistan are as follows:- 

 

 
 

 (c) Subject to the availability of fiscal space and budgetary 

allocations, additional eligible households may be enrolled under the 

Programme. Registration and inclusion are carried out in accordance with 

the approved eligibility criteria based on the Proxy Means Test (PMT) 

through the National Socio-Economic Registry (NSER). Eligible 

households meeting the prescribed criteria will be considered as and when 

resources become available. 

 

*Question No. 31 Senator Mohammad Humayun Mohmand:  

(Notice Received on 17/07/2026 at 9:32 AM) QID: 44942 

       

Will the Minister Incharge of the Establishment Division be 

pleased to state: 

 

(a) the number of officers who opted for early retirement during 

the last three years indicating also their names, group of 

service and reasons for early retirement; and  

 

(b) whether any of the said Officers has been appointed as 

member FPSC after opting for early retirement, if so, the 

details thereof? 
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 Mr. Ahad Khan Cheema: (a) Total nine (09) officers have opted 

for early retirement during the last three years. The details are under: 

 

 
 

 (b) Ms. Aisha Humera Ch. (SG/BS-22/Retd) was appointed as 

Member, FPSC, with the approval of President of Pakistan on 24.06.2026. 

 

*Question No. 32 Senator Mohammad Humayun Mohmand:  

(Notice Received on 20/07/2026 at 12:48 PM) QID: 44951 

      

Will the Minister Incharge of the Establishment Division be 

pleased to state: 

 

(a) the details of Members of FPSC appointed during the last two 

years indicating also their names, service group and place of 

domicile; 

 

(b) whether consent of the appointee to the said post is also 

obtained, if so, the details thereof; and     

 

(c) the procedure adopted for the said appointments? 

 

 Mr. Ahad Khan Cheema: (a) List of Members, FPSC appointed 

during the last two years is placed at Annex-I. 

 

 (b) No. 

 

 (c) As per Section 3 (3) of FPSC Ordinance, 1977, read with 

Rule 15-A (I), and Entry No. 15-C of Schedule V-B of Rules of Business, 
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1973, the appointment of Members of the FPSC requires approval of the 

President on the advice of the Prime Minister. 

 

 Moreover, Section 3 (4) (a) of Ordinance ibid provides that not less 

than one half of the Members of the Commission are to be retired officers 

who have held office in the service of Pakistan in basic pay scale 21 or 

above post (provided that no serving Government servant shall be 

appointed as Member). 

 

 Section 3 (4) (b) (i) & (ii) requires that the Commission is to have 

at least one Member each from: retired judges of the Superior judiciary; 

retired officers not below the rank of Major-General or equivalent of the 

Armed Forces. 

 

 Section 3 (4) (b) (iii), at least one member must be a woman and 

one from the private sector possessing such qualifications and experience 

as the Federal Government may prescribe by rules. 
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*Question No. 33 Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri:  

(Notice Received on 21/07/2026 at 12:24 PM) QID: 44971 
         

Will the Minister for Information Technology and Telecommunications 

be pleased to state: 
 

(a) the amount collected from telecom companies under the 1.5% 

Universal Service Fund (USF) levy and the 1% R&D levy 

during the fiscal year 2025-26; 
 

(b) the balance available in both the USF and R&D accounts as 

of June 30, 2026; and 
 

(c) the details of uncompleted or delayed network expansion 

projects under the USF in the undeserved areas of 

Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and rural Sindh at present 

indicating also the reasons for the delays in each case? 
 

 Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja: (a) The total amount collected from 

telecom companies on account of the Universal Service Fund (USF) and 

the Research and Development (R&D) Fund during the fiscal year  

2025-26 is as follows: 
 

 
 

 The operator-wise receipts of the Universal Service Fund (USF) 

and the Research and Development (R&D) Fund are enclosed as follows: 
 

• Annex A: USF Receipts 
 

• Annex B: R&D Fund Receipts 
 

 (b) The closing balances of the Universal Service Fund (USF) 

and the Research & Development (R&D) Fund as at 30 June 2026 are 

detailed below: 
 

 
 

 (c) placed at (Annex-C). 
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*Question No. 34 Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri:  

(Notice Received on 21/07/2026 at 12:26 PM) QID: 44972 

         

Will the Minister for Information Technology and Telecommunications 

be pleased to state: 

 

(a) the total foreign direct investment (FDI) brought in Pakistan 

by telecom companies for 5G network expansion during FY 

2025-26, also indicating if it met the target, if not, reasons 

thereof; and  

 

(b) the number of new 5G towers and fiber-to-the-site 

connections installed across the country so far, with province-

wise breakup? 

 

 Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja: (a) The Government of Pakistan 

vide Policy Directive dated 6th January 2026 for Spectrum Auction did 

not set any target for the telecom companies for bringing in Foreign Direct 

Investment for 5G rollout. 

 

 As per the data provided by mobile operators, the investment made 

till date in rollout of 5G network and forecasted investment for FY2027 is 

given below; 

 

 
 

*estimated. 

**Data will be shared after completion of merger activity. 

 

 (b) Mobile operators have upgraded a total of eleven hundred and 

thirty-six (1136) 5G sites across Pakistan. 

 

 The province wise count of sites having Fiber Connectivity or 

FTTS and 5G upgraded Sites is given as below: 
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 ISLAMABAD,                  SYED HASNAIN HAIDER, 

the 20th August, 2026            Secretary. 
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For Friday, the 21st August, 2026 
 

Question No. 2 Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri:  

(Notice Received on 21/07/2026 at 12:26 PM) QID: 44964 

          

Will the Minister for Information Technology and Telecommunications 

be pleased to state: 

 

(a) the details of earnings from IT exports during the FY 2025-26, 

with particular reference to the share of individual 

freelancers out of the same; and 

 

(b) the details of tax incentives provided by the Government to 

encourage freelancers and IT firms to bring their foreign 

earnings back in Pakistani banks? 

 

 Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja: (a) ICT export remittances surged 

20.6%, reaching US$ 4.6 billion (4,600 million) during FY 2025-26 (Jul-

June), compared to US$ 3.8 billion (3,814 million) achieved during the 

corresponding period last year (FY 2024-25). 

 

  Pakistan tech freelancer export remittances inflow, included 

in ICT exports, surged 49.4%, reaching US$ 1.16 billion (1.164 million) 

during FY 2025-26 (compared to US$ 779.4 million achieved during the 

corresponding period last year (FY 2024-25). 

 

 (b) Pakistan Software Export Board maintains close contact with 

the State Bank of Pakistan to ensure maximum facilitation for the IT 

industry. 

 

 On Taxation Front, the Government has ensured relief to the IT 

sector. Major initiatives are listed as under: 
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       ISLAMABAD, SYED HASNAIN HAIDER, 

the 20th August, 2026 Secretary. 
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